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C H A P T E R  V . (C o n t ’ d)
T h e forest becam e silent again, 

until he h eard  fee t cra ck lin g  on  
the leaves and tw igs, and look ing 
up saw a radiant v ision  approach 
in g  him. A  ta ll, dark  g irl, lithe as 
a. w illow , was com ing through the 
w ood .

Lew in sprang up from  the little 
law n and went dow n the path to 
m eet her, hold in g  ou t his hands.

“ Ah, G u n d ru d a !”  he said, “ I 
have w aited you r com ing. H ow  
fa ir  you  are this beautifu l m orn 
i n g ! ”

“ G o a w a y ,”  she said, with a flash 
o f pearls. “ T hat is w hat you  say 
to every  g ir l .”

“ O f course , G un druda mine. I 
love  all w o m e n ! my h eart is as 
large as an a b b e y .”

“ Then y ou r fine speeches lose  all 
th e ir  value, m inter. B ut I  . have 
a m essage.”

H e d rop p ed  his banter at once.
“ Y e s ! y e s !”  he said eagerly .

“ My lord  goeth  a fter  a boar this 
a ftern oon  with Sir Fulke, and my 
Lady A lice  w ill be  by the w ell in 
the orchard  when they have g on e .”

“ G o o d ,”  said he, “ there w ill I 
be also. A re R ichard  and Brian 
goin g  h u n tin g ?”

“ N o ; they will be hard at w ork 
w ith all the theow s and m en-at- 
arm s fortify in g  the castle . Oh,
Low in , there is such a to -d o  ! Last 
n ight as ever was, cam e a messen
ger to  say R oger  B igot is com ing 
to H ilgay  to  k ill us a l l .”

A  shrill n ote  o f  alarm  had com e 
in to her voice, fo r  she had seen 
w ar be fore , and knew som ething 
o f the unbrid led  cru elty  that w alk
ed  with conqu erors .

Suddenly the m ellow  notes of a 
ltorn in a ll their proud  sweetness 
cam e floating through  the w ood.

G eoffro i was starting ou t to  the i bed in the air 
b u n t. I a  grea t way off

The tw o peop le  in the w ood went 
fcaek to  the castle by devious ways. 
T hey found th at L ord  G eoffroi with 
a. few  attendants had already left 
tbe castle  and en tered  the forest.

The castle-w orks w ere hum ming 
w ith activity. The w eapon smiths 
w ere forg in g  and fitting arrow  
heads, and m aking quarrels asd 
bolts . T he carpenters w ere bu ild 
ing h oards, o r  w ooden  pent hous
es which should be run ou t on  the 
top  of the curta ins. The crenelets, 
which grinned betw een the ro o f and 
the m achicolade at the top  o f  O ut
fangthef, w ere cleared  of all ob 
structions. A  trebu ch et for  sling
ing  stones—invented in F landers, 
and very  effective  at short range— 
was being fitted togeth er on the 
r o o f o f  the B arb ican . H am m ers 

■were tapping, m etal rang on  m etal, 
t i e  saws groaned , and a great din  
o f preparation  pervaded  ev ery 
thing.

In one corn er  o f the bailey  a 
man was cu ttin g  lead int-o strips 
so that it cou ld  be m ore easily 
m ade m olten and poured  upon b e 
siegers. In another a grou p  were 
h oisting  pitch  barrels on to  the 
walls with a pulley and tackle.

In  and ou t o f  the grea t gatew ay 
rough  carts w ere rattling every 
m om ent, full o f apples and wheat 
from  the farm houses round.

A  row  o f patient oxen  were stab
led in a pen. In the field by the 
castle  side, the swine shrieked h or
rib ly  as a serf k illed them  relent
lessly, and in the kitchens the w o
men boiled , d ried , and salted be 
fore  g low ing w ood fires.

L on g  before  daw n, scouts on sw ift 
he rses had been posting along the. 
N orw ich  road , an d  m essages had 
been  sent to all the villeins proper 
to  fulfil their p led ge o f service.

The w eapon smiths w ere grum b
ling because they were short of 
hands for  the heavier parts o f  their 
la bor. F ive or six of the m ost re 
liab le  serfs con ld  not be found any
w here. Som e one had seen them 
go in g  in to  the forest, and it was 
supposed that they were acting as 
beaters for  G eoffroi. Every one 
grum bled at the B aron . It  was 
th ou gh t that this was no tim e for 
am usem ents. A boar w ould keep, 
h e io n s  w ould last till the w orld ’ s 
en d , deer w ould get them  youn g 
every  year till the w orld  stopped. 
E very hour R oger B igot cam e slow 
ly  n earer, and the men o f H ilgay 
w anted the com fort o f  a m aster 
m ind to  d irect  and reassure them 
« t  a tim e like this.

The two squires fussed and raved, 
and storm ed till the S'veat stood in 
gre».t d rop s upon them , but they 
to u ld  not

th© men th at G eoffro i, o r  even 
F ulke, w ere able to . They had no 
personality  and w ere ineffective, 
lacking th at m ost p oten t and most 
pow erfu l o f human things. But 
every  one did his best, neverthe
less, and by “ n oon -m eat”  work 
had d istinctly  advanced, and al
ready the castle  began to  w ear 
som ething of an aspect o f war.

In  a cou n try  lane on a h ot sum
mer a ftern oon , on Sunday, we say 
that a “ Sabbath p ea ce”  is ov er  all 
the land. The w ind in the trees 
seems w hispering litanies, and the 
soft voices o f  the w ood-p igeons 
sound like psalm s, the w oods are 
a 1; orisons, and the fields at prayer. 
As evening com es gently  on, the 
feeling becom es intensified, though 
th ere is nothing but the chance lin- 
lar,-lone o f a d istant bell to  help it. 
The evening  is not really  m ore 
peacefu l and gracious on the day 
o f rest. The rooks w ing hom e with 
m ellow  voices indeed, and the p lo 
ver ca lls sw eetly dow n the wind for 
his m ate, bu t these are ord inary  
sounds. Y ou  may h ear them  on 
week days. The peace is in our 
ow n hearts, subjective and holy, 
in form ed by ou r ow n thoughts.

In the very air o f the castle there 
was a trem ulous expectation  o f war. 
Lady A lice , in her cham ber, far 
away from  the tum ult, knew it. 
L ittle  G ertru de, in the orchard , 
fe lt in  her b lood  th at the day was 
T.‘ >t o rd in a ry ; th e  very dogs sought 
vast 'u lly  to  understand the e x cite 
m ent th at pervaded  everyth ing.

A  deep  silence fe ll upon them  all. 
Then they heard it again, no hunt
ing m ot or  tu n efu l ca ll of peace, 
bui. a long, keen, threaten ing  note 
o f alarm !

The thundering of a h orse ’ s feet 
grow ing  nearer and nearer throb- 

The sound seem ed 
Som e one shouted

som e quick orders. The pins w ere 
pulled from  the portcu llis  chains, 
so that upon releasing a handle it 
w ould fa ll a t once. That was all 
they cou ld  d o  fo r  th e  m om ent. 

They heard th at the horsem an was 
com ing on at a  m ost furious ga l
lop . The sound cam e from  the 
grea t main drive o f  the forest. 
Quick con jectu res flew about am ong 
them  all.

“ G odis h e a d ! surely R og er  is ten 
days aw ay.”

“ So the scouts have said. He 
m cveth very slowly. Oswald saw it 
with his ow n e y e n .”

“ W e shall know be fore  one 
should tell to  tw enty, listen !”

The n ew s-bringer, w hoever he 
m ight be, was close  at hand, and 
with startling e ffect he sent before  
him another keen v ibratory  note of 
his invisib le horn . It  seem ed to 
com e right up to  the very castle 
gate, and to break  in m etallic sound 
at the feet o f  those standing near.

In  a m om ent m ore they saw him 
turn ou t from  am ong the in terlac
ing forest trees, and com e fu riou s
ly dow n the tu rf tow ards them .

“ I t ’ s K en u lf, the fo rester ,”  
shouted two o r  three voices at once. 
“ Surely som e one rides after h im .”  

The rider was now close upon 
them , and vainly try ing  to  pu ll in 
his horse. The anim al was m ad
dened by the gorin g  o f  his spurs 
— long single spikes in the fashion 
o5 that tim e— and w ould n ot stop. 
So, with a shrill shout of w arning 
and an incredib le echoing  and 
thunder o f  noise, he ga llop ed  over 
the draw bridge , u nder the vaulted 
archw ay o f tlie gate tow er, and 
on ly  pulled up when he was in the 
ba iley  itself, and con fron ted  with 
the great rock  o f  the keep.

F o r  a  m om ent he cou ld  n ot speak 
in his exhaustion , but by his white 
face and haunted eves they saw 
that he had som e terr ib le  news.

“ My L ord  G eoffroi is dead , gen 
tlem en ,”  said he. “ H e has been 
m urdered. I cam e upon him stand
ing by the three trees in M onks
h ood . H e had an arrow  right 
through his m outh, nailed  to  a  tree 
was he, and the grass a ll sprent 
with him. G entlem en, I cam e in to 
the g lade h alf-an -h our after  I  had 
seen my lord  w ell and alive. He 
rode fiercely ahead of us a fter  the 
boar, tow ards M onkshood. My
lord  loves to  ride a lone, and Sir 
Fulke fo llow ed  but slow ly, and set 
a peregryn  at a heron  on  the way. 
But I pressed on faster, so that as 
L ord  G eoffroi k illed  the boa r, and 
when he had m ade the first cuts, I 
should d o  the rest. G od help us 
all ! I d id  com e in to the glade half

get half the w ork out of a  mile away from  where the. three

trees stand. M y eyen go far and 
they are  very keen. T here was a 
m an, I  cou ld  see, standing still, bu t 
as I  blew a ca ll h e  w ent sw iftly  in 
to  the u nderw ood. Then cam e I  to  
the trees and saw my lord  standing 
dead . Sir F u lke and the train  cam e 
up soon a fter , and they are  brin g 
ing I t  hom e. M ake you  ready. 
Cwaeth he to  me, th at you  w ere to 
make proper m ourning. H a s te ! 
haste ! for  soon they w ill be near, 
and there is scant o f  tim e with- 
ou ten  grea t haste. Take me to  my 
lady, fo r  I  w ould te ll h e r .”

“ N o ,”  said a g irl, who was stand
ing by, very hastily , “ I  w ill p re 
pare h er first ,”  and with that 
G undruda, with a face  fu ll o f  w on 
der, slipped aw ay to  the postern  
which led to  the orchard.

So this was how  the first tidings 
o f  H y la ’ s vengeance cam e to  the 
castle.

* * * # *
N ow  the k illin g  of G eoffro i de la 

B ourne happened in this way.
As one m ight im agine, th ere wras 

no sleep for  the serfs on the night 
before  the attem pt. F rom  the time 
when they had stolen up the hill 
a fter the m urder o f  P ierce  to  the 
com ing of daw n was bu t short. 
Thev spent it round the dead* fire 
am ong the noises o f  the night.

A  grea t exu ltation  was born  in 
the heart o f each m an. H y la  show
ed  them  his b lood -sta in ed  hands, 
with vu lgar m errim ent at the sight, 
re jo ic in g  in the deed . They were 
all anim ated with the lust of slaugh 
t e i . S^ild hopes began  to  slide in 
and out o f their minds. One cou ld  
hardly  e x p e ct anything fine— in ex  
tern als— from  these rough boorish  
men. A lthough  their purpose was 
noble , and the feelings th at ani
m ated them had much that ow ed its 
ex istence to  a love fo r  their fe l
low , a protest o f essential human 
nature against oppression  and foul 
w rongs, vet their ta lk  was coarse 
and bru ta l about it  all. This must 
be chron icled  in o rd er  to  present 
a p rop er  explan ation  o f them , but 
if  it is u nderstood  it w ill be fo r 
given. N o d ou bt the canons of ro 
m ance w ould ca ll for  another kind 
o f  p icture. N o d ou bt it was h orrib le  
o f H yla  to  call up a sleeping puppy 
and make it lick P ie rce ’ s b lood  
from  his hands, but this story  is 
w ritten  to  m ake H y la  exp lic it, and 
H y la  was n ot refined.

E arly  in the m orning th e  co n 
sp irators took  a m eaf togeth er b e 
fore  setting ou t to  play their v ari
ous parts in th is tragedy . H arl 
was already far away with the w o
men. G urth  was to  go dow n  to  the 
r iver and take tlie  sw iftest punt 
av ay from  the landing-p lace and 
hide in  the reeds upon the other 
side. A  w histle w ould summon him 
when H yla and Cerdic cam e dow n 
to  the w ater ready fo r  flight. Gurth 
was to  sink the other punts, to  
m ake pursuit im possible fo r  a tim e.

C erdic, R ichard , and a th ird  man 
ca lled  Aescw ig were to  lie in the 
w ood to turn  th.e boa r, as w ell as 
they w ere ab le , tow ards the glade 
o f M onkshood. They were lean, 
w iry men, sw ift o f foo t, and knew 
that they cou ld  d o  this. Cerdic 
had a sw ift d og  concealed , for  it 
was unlaw ed, which he used for 
poaching. It w ould help them . H y
la  him self w ould  lurk  in the glade 
with his kn ife, w aiting in the hope 
o f his enem y.

A fter the first meal they slunk off 
to their posts with little  outw ard 
em otion  and bu t few w ords o f p art
ing. The c lear co ld  light o f  tho 
m orning ch illed  them , and robbed  
the occasion  of much o f its e x c ite 
m ent. But for  all that w ent they 
dogged ly  tow ards th eir w ork.

F or a certain  d istance H yla  went 
in com pany with the three beaters, 
but at a poin t they stopped , and 
he p roceeded  onw ards alone.

When he had got far on upon his 
way to Monkshood he lay dowu deep 
in the fern to rest, and watched 
the sky between the delicate lace of 
th'> leaves.

H e was w earing P ierce ’ s dagger 
round his w aist, and he took  it ou t 
t . ' see if it was sharp enough. The 
stains of b lood  still held to  it in 
films o f brow n and purple , but its 
poin t was n eedle-like, and the edge 
bitter  keen. H e put it down by his 
side upon a grea t fern  tu ft  over 
which countless ants were h urry 
ing. I t  fe ll am ong the ants as a 
streak o f lightn ing fa lls am ong a 
crow d of men. Then, like some un
couth  sp irit o f th e  w ood , some faun, 
one m ight have fancied , he fe ll into 
a lon g, dream less sleep.

H e  was aw akened suddenly, when 
tha sun was already  at its height, 
by the sw eet fan faron ade of d istant 
horns. H e glided away tow ards 
M onkshood swiftly and silently, a 
brow n th ing stealing through  the 
undergrow th  upon his m align e r 
rand. A t last he cam e to  th e  place 
he sought.

(To be con tin u ed .)

On the Farm

W H Y  N OT M ORE SH E E P ?
B efore  the days of the A m erican  

tariff on sheep and w ool, a flourish
ing business was don e with sheep 
through the grea ter part of Eastern 
Canada. The breed er o f  pure-breds 
is still in the business, duties not 
in terfering  with his e x p o rt  trade ; 
but on the farm s o f  the m utton- 
p iod u cer. even the old  sheep shed 
has d isa p p e a re d ; farm ers them 
selves have forgotten  the flavor o f 
m utton chops, o r  leg  of lam b, else 
surely th ere cou ld  be found a small 
flock som ewhere back of the b a r n s ; 
and the ch ildren  have to  a d op t a 
pig for  pet, and w ear factory-kn it 
stockings and m ittens. I t  was not 
always so.

It  is n ot w ell th at the sheep have 
gone from  so many o f our farm s. 
They are  splendid g leaners, at least 
eighty  per cent, o f the weeds in a 
pasture w ill be erad icated  by sheep ; 
very  few w eeds seeds, if any, escap 
ing destruction . They get much in 
a pasture that a ll other stock refuse. 
In w inter, they are splendid con-

m arkets, the lam bs at from  tw o to 
three m onths will brin g  from  seven 
f  rul a half to  ten  d ollars. A  spring 
lam b, kept all sum m er, and m ark
eted  in the fall a t 90 to  100 pounds, 
f o -1 five or  six  cents a pound will 
brin g  no m ore.

I t  is true here, as elsew here, th at 
tlis w ool produced  by m ost sheep 
will pay for  their keep. They are 
w orth  much as g le a n e rs ; they are 
w orth  much as a source o f w ool and 
m eat supply to  fa rm s; they are a 
deligh t to  have abou t the farm - 
hom e, and they w ill pay, and pay 
well to  th ose  men w ho w ill adapt 
them  to  the m arket dem an ds.— F ar
m er ’ s A dvocate .

C A R B O N IC  A C ID  G A S .

N ot so D eadly  as P eop le  H ave Been 
L ed  to  B elieve.

The dan ger o f an excess o f ca r 
bon ic  acid gas in the a ir, the p ro 
perty  which makes an overcrow d ed , 
stuffy room  so unpleasant, has been 
robbed  o f all its terrors  as the re 
sult o f an exp erim en t carried  out 
a t the L on don  H osp ita l, says T h« 
D aily M ail’ s m edical corresp on 
dent.

To e igh t persp iring , shirt-sleeved 
students, crow d ed  in an airtight 
box  five feet long,' five fee t wid€ 
a id  seven fee t h igh , breath 
ing th eir  own ex p ired  air ov e i

, and over again, at a  tem -
! ? “ t rS ? L i° ™ .Sl 1r° Ul ha? ! SJ' F.SZt  perature o f 85 degrees Fahrenheit,

is due the p ro o f th at carbon ic  acidstiaw . stemmy c lover , and barley  i : 
ana o a t  straw. They do  n ot dem an d" 
painstaking care , save a t w eaning 
tim e. Thus, they are  a sort o f  in 
expensive accessory, gathering up 
the loose  waste ends, and con v ert
ing them  in to  a cash surplus 

The dispersion  o f farm  flocks all 
over o ld er  C anada has an econom ic 
reason. O ther reasons are fre 
quently given , but they are in ade
quate. The cur d og  is a nuisance ; 
sheep surely w ill go through  p o o r 
ly bu ilt w ire fences, if  large flocks 
are m aintained on sm all p a stu res ; 
oth er stock p re fer  not to  graze af- 
tev sh eep ; but these reasons are in 
sufficient. I f  sheep w ere paying re
la tively , as they d id  form erly , they 
w ould n ot have been thus aban don 
ed. W hen sheep w ere in their zen
ith, da iry in g  had scarcely appeared 
above the h orizon , beef-m aking had 
so frequ ently  and irregu larly  parti
al or  to ta l eclipse, that many men 
felt they cou ld  n ot rely upon it as 
their guid ing star, and pork -pro- 
duction  oscillated  then as now. Now 
da iry in g  is developed  into a highly- 
p io fitab le , perm anent in du stry ; 
beefm aking has probably  becom e 
m ore restricted , but is m ore re li
ably p ro fita b le ; pork  production  
has shifted from  fa t pork  to  bacon, 
increasing the profit and constancy 
o f  the trade. But no such im prove
m ent can bo noted  in m utton p ro 
du ction . The business stands too  
much where it did in the long ago.
Lambs dropped in the spring are . 
retained all summer and sold in the ; trying ordeal 
fall or early winter, when they are j through, 
not especially desired. There is not ’ “  r,” °

To sit on a jury 
times needs.

is what it som e-

a sufficient profit in the business, 
handled after  this fashion, to co n 
tinue its prosecution . This is the 
quasi econom ic reason of the d e 
cline in popu larity  of sheep in C an
ada.

But there is m oney, m ore m oney, 
in sheep and lam bs than ever be
fore , if  the m ethods o f  procedure ] 
w ere adapted to  the present d e 
mands. W hat is w anted pa rticu la r
ly is lam b, not m utton. The m ar
ker wants Christm as lam b, Easter 
li.m b, spring lam b, early  summer 
lam b. This trade is alm ost as eas
ily m et, and is highly profitable. 
Tbe producer must plan his crop  
for the m arket he wishes to  suit. 
It fo r  Christm as and the post- 
Christinas trade , they m ust be fall 
lam bs for  E aster, they m ust be 
January lam bs, and so on . W hat 
misses fo r  Januarv will sell later 
on alm ost as good  a m arket. But 
always the lam bs must be forced , 
and brou gh t to  m arket at from  two 
tc three m onths. A t tw o months, 
tho lam bs can be brou gh t to about 
forty  pounds, and at three months 
sixty-five ; the la tter  w eight is get
ting rather heavy. F or  these fancy

gas, form erly  considered  such a 
deadly  poison, can  be breathed 
with im punity in doses forty  times 
a* large as the law allow s.

In  th eir herm itically  sealed box  
the e ight students ex perien ced  all 
the sensations o f gradual su ffoca
tion  for  th ree-qu arters o f  an hour, 
until the carbon ic  acid gas rose to  
fou r per cent. A  stuffy theatre  at
m osphere m ight conta in  on e-th irti
eth  o f  one per cent. Peering 
through  the large glass w indow s in 
t v o  w alls o f th eir prison , we cou ld  
note their persp iring , flushed 
cheeks, qu ivering  nostrils and gen
era l air of physical d iscom fort.

W hen the air tem peratu re from  
their breath ing  and the radiations 
from  th eir bodies d rove  the th er
m om eter up to  88 degrees F ahren 
h eit (m ost peop le  keep their room s 
at about 68 d egrees F ahrenheit), 
P rofessor H ill shouted : “ A re you  
ready for  the fa n s?”  A  chorus of 
“ Y es”  from  the prisoners, and 
three e lectr ic  fans were tu rned  on 
from  the ou tside. N o fresh air was 
adm itted, the fans simply stirring  
up the m oist carbon ic-acid -lad en  at
m osphere.

The effect was little less than m a
gical. The students im m ediately 
stood m ore erect, breathed  m ore 
easily and deep ly , and began once 
again  to  chat and jok e  with one 
another. On com ing out none of 
the men show ed any signs o f the 

he had ju st gone

This e x p erim en t,”  P ro fessor  
H ill stated, “ proves conclu sively  
that the carbon ic  acid  present in a 
stuffy, overcrow ded  and ill-ventilat- 
cu room  is not the cause of the un
pleasant sym ptom s we form erly  as
sociated with these cond ition s. I< 
is the m oisture, high tem perature 
am : stagnation  o f the air which 
gives us the headaches and d u ll
ness.”  •

 «>   .
O N L Y  ONE.

The lady of tho house where they 
u'-e a “ party lin e”  to ld  the new 
m aid to leave the d o o r  open so she 
cou ld  hear the ’ phone, and to  care 
fu lly  repeat to her any m essages 
she received.

W hen she returned she summ oned 
the maid.
■ “ D id  you  receive any m essage for 
me, J a n e ?”  she inquired.

“ Only one, m a’ am .”
“ And what was th a t? ”
“ W hy, I thought 1 heard th ’ bell 

ring, m a’ am, an ’ I took  down th ’ 
receiver, m a’am , and just then a 
voice said, ‘ L isten in ’ ag&bi, aw  
y cu , you o ld  suoop ?’ A n ’ th a t ’ s th 1 
on ly  m essage I g ot for  you, 
n il 'a m .”


