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L esson  I I I .  P e te r ’s  Confession , 
M att. 16. 13-28. G olden  T ext, 

M att. 16. 16.

V erso 13. The parts o f  Caesarea 
P h ilipp i— It was a lovely  d istrict, 
wliase scenery , from  its richness 
and variety , has been com pared  to  
the Ita lian  T ivoli. H ere, abou t a 
g rove  dedicated  by early  G reek set
tlers to  the worship o f Pan, had 
g io w n  up a heathen co lon y , and 
H erod  the G reat had bu ilt a  tem 
ple  o f w hite m arb le  in h on or  o f 
his patron  Augustus. As the place 
in c-ea sed  in to  a city  P h ilip  the tet- 
rarch  had adorned  it and given it  a 
nam e suggesting his ow n pow er and 
that o f  Caesar Augustus.

W ho d o  men say ?—The question  
may be regarded  either as prepara 
tory  to  the m ore in cisive  one to  
fo llow , or  as a  request fo r  in for 
m ation  from  those who, through 
c loser  in tercou rse  with the people , 
w ould  know  their views. N ote that 
it  is the p eop le ’ s and not the ru lers ’ 
opin ion  which Jesus desires to  
know. E ver since he began hig 
pu bl:c  career  men had been discuss
in g  his deeds and his teach ings.

The Son o f  m an— M ark and Luke 
om it this tou ch , which carries so 
m uch o f  our L o rd ’ s consciousness o f 
his hum iliation  and g lory . The 
m arginal reading, “ th at I , the Son 
o f m an, a m ,”  involves the asser
tion  that he who speaks is the Son 
o f m an, an assertion  which cou ld  
m ean nothing else  to  Jewish ears 
than a  claim  to  M essiaship.

14. O thers, Jerem iah—Though 
disesteem ed du ring  his life , he cam e 
to  be regarded  as one o f the noblest 
o f  the prophets. T h ere seem s to 
have been a belief th at he was to  
return  to  the earth .

15 W ho say ye 1— The last w ord is 
em phatic. C ould  it be possible that 
they who had lived in such inti
m acy with him shared these chance 
ai d uncertain  guesses o f  the crow d ? 
I t  was a  cru cia l question , since the 
answ er w ould indicate how deeply 
th e  train ing  o f the p a st m onths had 
really  taken  h o ld  of them .

16. P eter answ ered— U nquestion 
ably  he was pre-em inent am ong the 
apostles, their spokesm an. M at
thew  n ot only places him first in 
th e  list (M att. 10. 2), as all do , but 
ca lls  him “ first.”  A lready he had 
acep ted  the M essiaship o f  Jesus 
(Joh n  1. 41), and m ore recently  had 
given practica l u tteran ce to  his b e 
lie f (John  6 . 69). B ut how ever
ten tative these form er convictions, 
there is now nothing but the hearti
e st  fu ll allegiance.

16. Thou art the Christ— T o a 
Jew  this cou ld  mean nothing less 
than the One in whom  w ere fulfilled 
all the expectations o f  the p ro
phets, all the eager longings of 
m en, all the purposes o f  G od  for  
the redem ption  o f men. U nder tho 
circum stances, it  was an extrem ely  
significant confession . Jesus had 
c t ita in ly  don e nothing to  en cou r- 
ape the prevailing conceptions of 
M essiaship. On the other hand, He 
had opposed  them. As a result, 
e\en the B aptist had cherished  a 
doubt. B ut now , in spite o f a ll that 
seem ed to  con tra d ict the L o rd ’ s 
M essiship accord in g  to  Jewish 
ideals, this d eclaration  from  tho 
discip les com es forth  c le a r  and d e 
cisive.

17.— Blessed art thou— This is the 
on ly  case o f  the M aster ’ s ca llin g  an 
in div idual b lessed .”  I t  is a  kind 
o l  cry  o f exu lta tion , as if he were 
relieved, by the answ er o f  a great 
lead  of an xiety . The use o f  the o r i
ginal nam e, Sim on, adds solem nity, 
especia lly  as it  is cou p led  with the 
o th er nam e, John, m eaning “ grace 
o f  the L o r d .”  The form er Simon 
had tru ly  becom e a ch ild  of divine 
g ra ce ; fo r  his confession  surely 
cam e n ot from  any human instruc
tion  but d irectly  from  th e  F ather in 
heaven.

18. I also say unto thee— H e too , 
as w ell as the Father, has a  revela 
tion  to  make to  P eter. I t  has to  do 
not with him self but with the fu 
ture o f his own w ork, and the rela
tion  which P eter is to  sustain to 
th at w ork.

Thou  a rt P eter, and upon this 
rock  I  w ill bu ild  my church— End- 
less»controversy has arisen ov er  this 
saying. W hich is m eant, th at the 
rock  is P eter, or Jesus, o r  the 
cou fession  o f P eter, o r  the o th er 
d iscip les as w ell as P eter?  In 
Eph. 2 . 20 . C hrist is ca lled  the 
“ corn er  stone”  ; but, the centra l 
id ea  abou t him here is that he is 
t o  be the B u ilder, and is, th ere- 
fo re , to  be the d irecting  agency in 
all that has to  d o  with the fram ing 
o f  the building.

T h e gr.tes o f H ades— A  proverbial 
ei.prfritsiop fo r  the nether w orld ,

where the spirits of the dead are 
said to  aw ait the general resurrec
tion . I t  correspon ds to  the Sheol 
o f  the O ld Testam ent (Isa . 38. 10).

Shall n o t prevail against it — 
K eeping in mind the m etaphor o f 
H ades as a stronghold  with m ighty 
gates, the idea conveyed  is, that 
death , with all its grim  pow ers, 
can never be a  match for  the church  
whose B u ilder is Christ, and whose 
m em bership consists o f  liv ing souls, 
o f whom  the first is P eter.

19. The keys o f  the kingdom  o f 
heaven— A u th ority  to  adm it into 
the church , o r  to  re ject, w hom so
ever they w ill as the vicars o f 
C hrist on earth .

W hatsoever thou shalt b ind—N o 
reference to  the forgiveness o f sins. 
The w ords, in the original, describe 
Pc-ter’ s authority  as a teacher. 
They may be assum ed also to  apply 
to  the oth er apostles. The Jewish 
rabbis were authorized  to  perm it 
certain  th ings as law ful and to  
teach  certain  th ings as orth odox . 
So, w hatever the apostles should 
sanction  in the faith and m orals of 
the church  w ould receive the in- 
d o isem en t o f  heaven. Their con 
dem nation  o f any practice  o r  belief 
w ould a lso  m eet with divine ap 
prova l. T here is no intim ation , 
how ever, that w hat is on ce  sanc- 
ti( ned in th e  church  is sanctioned 
forever, how ever changed con d i
tions may be. W e m ust be carefu l 
n ot to  read in to  these verses any 
o f  the false doctrin es o f  priestcraft.

20 . Then—The w ord  is em phatic. 
H aving expressed  his joy  at their 
confession , and outlined the part 
they w ere to  play in the church he 
was to  bu ild , he charged them  that 
they should te ll no man th at he was 
the Christ, for  he u nderstood what 
fa lse conceptions o f  the functions 
o f  the M essiah preva iled , and how 
easy it  w ould be for  the p eop le  to 
m isin terpret his claim s.

21 . F rom  th at tim e— Even the d is
cip les had on ly  a slight apprecia- 
t i n o f  what was in volved  in h i3 
M essiaship. A lthough  he had g iv
en intim ations of the fa ct before 
(M att. 9. 15; 12. 40; John 2 . 19 ; 3. 
14), they seem to  have had little  
idea that, as M essiah, he m ust go 
unto Jerusalem , and suffer, and be 
killed .

22 . P eter to o k  him— The chief 
apostle began to  exercise  his fresh- 
iy betsow ed prerogatives at once. 
There is a m ixture o f  officiousness 
and arden t affection  in  the way he 
begins to  rebuke the M aster for his 
astonishing d isclosu re  o f  his pur
pose to  die a t  Jerusalem .

23. G et thee behind m e, Satan— 
One o f the fathers ingeniously tried  
to  prove th at what was m eant was 
that P eter had been try ing  to “ lead 
his L ea d er,”  and th at he m ust re
sum e his position  as a fo llow er b e 
hind Christ. B ut the "S a ta n ”  
sems to  make th at idea im possible. 
In the suggestion  o f P eter Jesus 
saw the return o f the subtle tem pta
tion  of the w ilderness, to  gain his 
dom inion  over men in som e oth er 
way than by the way o f  the cross.

24-26. Three things are necessary 
to those who w ould fo llow  in the 
train  of Christ, the three things 
th at m ade him a Saviour to  the 
w orld  : (1) Self-denial—to  renounce 
o n e ’ s ow n pleasure fo r  th e  w ell
being  o f others and th e  w ill o f  the 
Father ; (2) cross-bearing— to make 
tho saving o f  on e ’ s life  secondary 
to  the fu lfillm ent o f  on e ’ s m iss ion ; 
(3) obed ience— loval acknow ledg
m ent o f the suprem e authority  of 
C hrist in  everyth ing. T h ere  is no 
o th er way to  com e a fter  Christ, or  
lo  save o n e ’ s life.

27. F or— In trodu cin g  a  reason for 
the exhortation  to  a  life  o f  self-de
nial. Com pare the w ords o f  M att.
10 . 33. I f  w e deny him , and not 
self, in this life , then , when he 
shall com e in the g lo ry  o f his Fa
ther. he w ill deny us.

28. The Son o f man com ing in his 
k .ngdom — A t the tim e M atthew 
w rote the com m on belief was that 
those who w ere then alive would 
live until the return o f Christ. This 
may accoun fo r  the difference in the 
earlier  form  o f  th is statem ent in 
M ark 9. 1 : “ The kingdom  of G od 
ccm e with p o w e r.”  A t any event 
some af them  did  live to  see not 
on ly  th e  transfiguration , bu t also 
the destruction  o f Jerusalem , and 
the pen tecosta l baptism , all o f 
which w ere a  com ing of the k ing
dom in pow er.
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any other. Do not experimest-—there is no other ̂ just as good.”
Winnipeg
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SOME CAPRICIOUS W ILLS

W IV E S  P U N IS H E D  B Y  H E N 
P E C K E D  H U S B A N D S . 

S trange P rovision s W hich W idow s 
W ere  C om pelled  to  Carry 

Out.

“ This is w here I  get m y ow n 
b a ck .”  O ne can alm ost im agine 
the* h enpecked husband, who has 
born e  fo r  years the lash o f a 
shrew ’ s ton gue, g leefu lly  m aking 
this rem ark, as, with the aid of a 
law yer, he cuts of his w ife with '/he 
proverbia l shilling. W hat reason it 
was which led  a M idland (E ngland) 
tradesm an recently  to  leave his w ife 
out o f his w ill a ltogeth er, and fu r
ther stipulate th at any expenses 
she may in cu r in conn ection  with 
his w ill be paid  ou t o f  her own 
pocket, and not be charged  against 
his estate , is n ot know n, says L on 
don  T it-B its.

“ As fo r  th irty  years my w ife has 
never lost an opportu n ity  o f lash
ing me with her to n g u e ,”  ran a co 
dicil in the will o f a  L iverp ool m er
chant o f  a  generation  ago, “ and 
m aking me the bu tt o f  her vulgar 
wit, I  bequeath  to  h er an annuity 
o f £300 so lon g  as she lives under 
the sam e roo f with h er m other, 
whose tongue is as poisonous as her 
ow n  and whom she hates as cord i- 
alJy as she does me ; and so long  as 
m other and daughter togeth er visit 
my grave on  the first day o f  each 
m onth, and in the presence o f  my 
'so licitor, o r  his depu ty , express 

regret fo r  th e  unhappiness they 
have caused m e .”

R E S U L T  OF JE A L O U S Y .
P robab ly , how ever, the m eanest 

w il! on record  was that o f  a man 
who le ft  to  his w ife the sum o f on e 
farth ing, with the d irection  th at it 
should be  sent to  her by post in an 
unstam ped en velop e , com plain ing 
that she had ca lled  him  “ an o ld  
p ig ”  and oth er  nam es.

I t  was probab ly  jea lousy , rather 
than a ffection , that in sp ired  the

fo llow in g  clau se in a  w ill preserv
ed at Som erset H o u se : “ H aving 
expiated  the errors  of a single life 
by the sorrow s o f  a m arried on e, I 
now m ake my will in the fu ll belief 
that you  w ill ou tlive  me. There 
are  w idow s, m y lo /e ,  and there are 
w idow s. Som e rejoice  and som e do 
not. T h ose that d o  are a discredit 
ab le lot. The ba re  idea o f you r 
jo in in g  the; r ranks is so d istastefu l 
that to dam p any g lee  you  may feel 
<i‘  m y death I leave you  £ 1 0  a year 
instead o f the £100  you  e x p e cte d .”

SM IL E S A N D  C A R E S S E S .

Jealousy has led to  oth er strange 
wills. A  short tim e ago a  M r. W il
liam C laghorn  d ied  in A m erica , 
possessed o f about $300,000 and a 
pretty  w ife. O f her he was in or
d in ately  jea lou s. H e le ft  h er all 
his m oney, h ow ever, but stipu lated 
that she should fo r fe it  $ 1,000 o f the 
estate  each  tim e she appeared in 
public unveiled, and another $ 1,000 
each  tim e she sm iled at a man. “ I 
do further o rd e r  that for  every  time 
she dances with a man. goes to  any 
gathering for  entertainm ent, 
am usem ent, o r  instruction  with a 
man, that the same sum shall be 
for fe ited , and, further, that if  she 
d o  perm it any caress o r  fashion o f  
endearm ent, $5,000 be fo r fe ite d .”

As a con trast, on e m ight m ention 
t i e  w ealthy man who le ft n o t a 
single penny to  his w idow  unless 
within the space o f  five years she 
m arried  again, in which case he 
bequeathed  to  her the sum o f $5,- 
000. “ M y o b je ct in m aking this 
p ro v iso ,”  con tin u ed  th e  testa tor, 
“ if  that some oth er man may know 
from  experien ce  som ething o f the 
difficulties I  have fou n d  from  liv
ing with h e r .”

L E F T  H E R  N O TH IN G .

“ D uring my m arried  l ife ,”  w rote 
anoth er d isillusioned  husband, “ I 
have always declared  th at my wife 
was th e  dea rest wom an in the 
w orld , and I  am conv in ced  that 
should anyone be rash enough  to  
m arry her after  my death  he will 
find her so. To d eter, as far as pos
sible, anyone m aking such a  ruin- 
c i r  experim en t I  leave her no
th in g .”

V anity  appears to  have been the 
besetting sin o f  the w ife o f  another 
testa tor, who le ft her the sum o f 
$60,000, to  be increased to  $105,00< 
p iov id ed  that a fter  his death she 
w ere a  w idow ’ s cap , which in hia 
lifetim e she had stoutly  d eclared  
she never w ould w ear. “ My wi
d o w ,”  w rote the disingenuous hus- 
>band, “ w ould please me greatly  
by doing this, as I  th ink it  w ould 
.suit h e r .”  The good  lady, how 
ever, was as sharp-w itted  as she 
was vain , fo r  a fter  w earing the od i- 
ou-. cap  fo r  six  m onths she bo ld ly  
cla im ed the in creased  legacy. The 
m atter was brou gh t before  a  cou rt 
o f law , and to  the w idow ’ s delight 
judgm ent was given  in h er  favor 
on the ground that the testa tor had 
om itted  to  stipu late th at the cap 
should be w orn alw ays. The week 
a fter  this decision  was given  the 
trium phant w idow  was on ce m ore 9 
v/ife.

A  TEN  Y E A R S ’ P E N A N C E .
I t  is happily  seldom  th at the re

venge o f a  d isappoin ted  husband 
takes qu ite  such an extrem e form  
as in the case o f  the man whose 
w iii ran th u s : “ W hen I  rem em ber 
th at the on ly happy tim es I ever 
en joyed  w ere when my w ife sulked 
'w ith m e, and when I  rem em ber 
that my m arried life  m ight, fo r  th is 
reason, be considered  to  have been 
a fa irly  happy one because she was 
n early  always sulking, I  am con 
strained to  fo rg e t the repulsion  the 
contem plation  o f  her face  inspired 
m e with, and leave h er the sum o f  
$300,000 on  con d ition  th at she un
dertakes to  pass tw o hours a day 
at my graveside fo r  th e  ten  years 
fo llow in g  my decease, in com pany 
with her sister, whom I have rea 
son to  know she loathes w orse than 
she d oes m yself.”

N E V E R  S A W  H E R .
The M an— D id  you  notice that wo

man we ju st passed 
T he W om an— T h e .o n e  with b lon d  

puffs an d  a m ilitary  cape , who was 
dread fu lly  m ade up and had aw fu l
ly soiled gloves on  1 

The M an— Y es, that on e .
The W om an—N o, I  d id n ’ t  notice 

her. W hy 1

A  B R IG H T  B L A C K S M IT H .
The greatest im provem ent in v e 

h icle con struction  was when some 
brigh t blacksm ith thought o f  heat
ing the tires and shrinking them  on 
the wheel. W h ile  many claim  the 
h onor, it  is not know n to  whom it 
rightly belongs. P reviou s to  this 
event tires w ere m ade in short sec
tions and held on the fe lloes with 
nails. W hen starting on a long 
haul the driver always la id in a 
good  supply o f  nails to  use on  the 
tu p .

F o s ?  C S - c s a a . e a t 'S b l  :3 E * o
O ur farm  engines have all the principal features o f  the w ell-know n Fairbanks-M orse G as E n

gines, and are made in V ertica l or H orizon ta l types to  m eet the various requirem ents o f the farm er. 
T heir sim plicity m eans long  life  and satisfactory  service.

S P Z ! O I ^ . £ .  TC’ S X E . X k 'E S  T O  J E '^ .X C .Z M C X a Z C S S
F airbanks-M orse factories produce the largest line o f  internal com bustion  engines in the w orld . 

H undreds o f  men in  the engineering and experim ental departm ents are em ployed  on  all problem s 
con n ected  with Gas Engines. There is no com pany in the w orld that has spent as much m oney as 
the Fairbanks-M orse Co. on experim ental and developm en t w ork. The name Fairbanks-M orse is 
synonym ous with G as Engine P erfection .

The C anadian F airb an ks Co., L im ited
B ranches: Toronto St. John, N.B. W innipeg Calgary Vancouver

G en tlem en — P le a se  sen d  m e y o u r  F r e e  C a ta lo g u e , G .E .  10 2 , s h o w in g  full lin es o f  F a rm  E n g in e s . 
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