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A  man sat in a rough ly-construc- 
te o  punt o r  ra ft, low  down am ong 
t !u  rushes, one h ot evenin g  in 
Ju n e. T he sun was setting in banks 
d ? b lood -red  light, which turned  all 
th i innum erable w aterw ays and 
p o o ls  o f  th e  fen  from  black  to  crim 
son . Ia  the -fierce light the ta ll 
reeds and grasses rcse  high into the 
at:', like spears stained w ith b lood .

A lthough  there was no w ind to 
p lay  am ong th 3 rushes an d  give the 
r te d s  a vo ice ," the 'a ir  w'as fu ll o f 
pou nd ,and an en orm ou s life  p a l
p ita ted  and m oved all round.

The m arsh fvogs w ere bark ing  to  
each  pther w ith sm all e lfin  voices, 
and diving in to  the p^ols in play. 
T h ere was a  con tin u a l sucking 
sound, as thousands o f  g rea t c e ls  
drew  in the air w ith th eir heads 
ju s t  rising from  the w ater. N ow  
an d  again  som e heavy fish w ould 
lea p  o u t o f  the p oo ls  with a grea t 
n oise , and the b ittern s ca lled  to  
« a c h  o th er  like cop p er  gongs.

V ery  h igh in th e  a ir  a few  birds 
o f  th e  p lover species w ailed  sadly 
t o  their m ates, griev in g  that day 
wai- over.

These sounds • f busy life  w ere o c 
casion a lly  m ingled with noises 
w hich  cam e from  the castle  and v il
lage on  the high grounds which 
b o rd e re d  the fen  on the south. N ow  
a n 1 again the sound of ham m ers 
bea tin g  upon m etal floated o v er  the 
w ater, show ing th a t they w ere 
w ork in g  in the a rm orer ’ s shop. A 
b e ll rang freq u en tly , and som e on e 
w a i learn in g  to  blow  ca lls  upon a 
licrn . fo r  occasion a lly  the c lear , 
sw eet notes abru ptly  changed  in to  
a  w indy low ing, like a bu ll in pain.

The man in the punt was busy 
ca tch in g  ee ls  with a p ron ged  pole , 
t irn e d  w ith iron . H e drove the 
pd lc  through  the w ater again and 
again  till a fish was transfixed , and 
a d d ed  to  the heap in the bo ttom  o f  
the boa t. H e was a short, thick- 
eeo fe llow , w ith arm s which w ere 
t o o  long  fo r  his body, and huge 
hands and feet. N o hair grew  upon 
h is face , which was heavy and 

. w ith ou t expression , though there 
wd.:, ev idence o f  in te lligen ce  in the 
ligh t gveen-grey eyes.

R ou n d  his neck a’ thin ring o f 
iron  was soldered , and w here the 
tw > ends had been  jo in ed  togeth er 
an oth er and sm aller ring had been 
fixed. H e was dressed  in a c o t  of 
leath er, b lack  with age and d ir t, 
b u t stron g  and supple. This d e 
scended  alm ost to his knees, and 
was cau gh t in round the m iddle by 
a  leath er strap, which was fasten 
ed  with an iron  pin.

H is arm s w ere bare , and on  one 
o i  them , just below  the forearm , 
was a red c irc le  the size o f  a penny 

. b u rn t into the flesh, and bearing  
seine m arks arranged  in a regu lar 
pattern .

This was H yla , one o f  the serfs 
b e lon g in g  to  G eoffro i d e  la B ourne, 
B aron  of H ilgay , and the h older of 
lands n ear M orta in , in F rance.

The aboslute  anarchy o f  the coun 
try  in 1136—the dark  age in which 
th is story o f  H yla  begins— scoured 
to  each  petty baron  an overw helm 
ing  pow er, and G eoffro i d o  la 
B ou rn e  was king, in all bu t name, 
o f  the fens, h ills, and corn -lan ds, 
from  T h orn ey  to  T h etford , and the 
undou bted  lord  o f the S outh folk . .

F or  many m iles t'he fens spread 
tinder the sky from  E ly to  K in g ’ s 
L ynn , then bu t a few  fisher huts. 
H ilgay  itse lf rase yp on  an em in
en ce tow ards the south o f  the 
G rea t Fen. A t the bo ttom  o f the 
h ill ran the w ide river O use, and 
b ty o n d  it  stretched  the treach er
o u s  wastes. a

T he castle, o f H ilgay  s t o o d ‘on the 
lu ll itse lf, and was surrounded by  a 
sm all v illage, bu ilt in the latter 
y ears  <:f H en ry ’ s reign . It w as on e 
o f  t'he m ost m odern  bu ild ings in 
East A nglia . H ere , surrounded  by 
his m en-at-arm s, v ille in s , and serfs, 
G uoffroi de  lq, B ourne lived  secure, 
ano kept the coun try-side in stern 
ob cd ien ce . The Saxon  C hronicle , 
which at the tim e was being  w rit
ten  in the M onastery o f  P eterbor- 
cr.gh , says of h im : “ H e took  all 
those he thought had any goods, 
Ix.th by night and day, men and w o
men alike, and put them in prison 
to  get th e ir  go ld  and silver, and 
tortu red  them  with tortu res un
sp ea k a b le .”

Of he and his kind it says : “ N ev
e r  y e t was there such misery in the 
bind ; never d id  heathen men w orse 
i i a n  they. C hrist slept, and all

His sa in ts .” .
H yla  had been  spearing his eels 

111 various backw aters and fen- 
p co ls  Ajhich w ound in and ou t from  
t in  grea t river. When 'his catch  
was sufficient, he la id  dow n the 
t iid e n t. and , tak in g  up the punt 
p o le , set seriously  abou t the busi- 
ncs ' o f  return . The red lights o f  
the sky tu rned  opal and grew  dim 
a-; he sent his p u nt g lid in g  sw iftly 
in and out am ong the rushes.

A fter  several m inutes o f  tw isting 
a I'd turn ing , the d itch  w idened in 
to  a large, still p oo l, over which 
th e  flies w ere dan cin g , and beyond 
it was t‘he black expan se o f  the 
river itself. As the boa t sw ung ou t 
into the main stream , the castle 
cam e pla in  to the view . A well- 
b caten  road  fr in g ed  with grass, 
am ong which brigh t golden  k ing
cups w ere shining, led up to. the 
wafts. _ Ola stored  rounds the walls 
w a<*l little  village o f sheds, huts, 
and houses, where the la borers  and 
f-erfs who w ere em ployed  on the 

inlands lived.
The castle  itse lf was a massive 

and im posing p lace, o f  grea t 
strength  and large area. A t  one 
corn er  o f  the keep stood  a great 
tow er, the h ighest for  m any m iles 
refund, which was covered  w ith a 
poin ted  roo f o f  tiles, like th at of a 
F rench  chateau . This was known 
as the O utfangthef T ow er, and 
G eoffroi and his daughter, Lady 
A lice , had their private  cham bers 
in it.

T here was som ething very stately 
ia the view  from  the river, a'll ir 
radiated  as it  was by the ruddy ev
en ing  light.

H y la ’ s punt g lided  over the still 
w aters till it reached  a w ell-bu ilt 
landing-stage o f  stone steps d e 
scending in to the river. Several 
punts and boats w ere tied  up to 
m ooring  stakes. H ard  by, the sew
age from  the castle  was ca rried  
d ew n  by a little  b rook , and the air 
ali abou t the land ing -p lace  was 
stagnant and fou l.

H e m oored  the pant, and, string
ing his eels upoa an iron  hook , 
carried  them  up the hill in the w an
ing light. The very last lights o f 
the day  w ere now  exp irin g , and the 
set lie was fu ll o f peace and rest, 
as n ight threw her cloak  o v e r  the 
w orld . A  rabbit ran across H y la ’ s 
path from  side to side o f the road , 
a dusky flash ; and, high up in the 
a ir, a b ird  suddenly began  to  thrill 
the n ight a  w elcom e.

The man w alked slow ly, lurch ing 
a long  with his head ben t dowrn, and 
se<-.ing noth ing o f  the evening  tim e. 
A b ou t half-w ay up the h ill he heard 
flim eone w hist1 ing a com ic song, 
w ith which a w andering m instrel 
had convulsed  the inm ates o f the 
castle  a n ight o r  tw o before .

S itting  by the roadside in the 
dusk, he cou ld  distinguish  the fig
ure, o f P ierce , on e o f the m en-at- 
arms. H e was oiling  the trigger 
ar.d b a rre l o f a crossbow , and p o l
ishing the steel parts w ith a so ft  
skin. The m an-at-arm s lived in -the 
v illage  w ith his w ife, and was prac
tica lly  in the position  of a  v illein , 
h o ’d in g  som e fields from  L ord  G eof- 
fr< i :n return  for  m ilitary serv ice . 
H e was from  B ou logn e, and had 
been in the garrison  o f one of R ob 
e r t  de B ellem e ’ s castles in N o r 
mandy.

The lessons learn t a t  T enchebrai 
had sunk d eep  in the m ind o f  this 
fe llo w ; and when any d irty  w ork 
w&s a lo o f or  any fou l deed to  be 
d on e, to  P ierce  was given the d o 
ing o f  it. Ae H yla  approached , he 
stepped  his w histling , and brok e  
out in to the w ords o f the song, 
w hich , filthy and obscen e as it  was, 
had en orm ou s popu larity  a ll over 
the coun tryside.

Then he n oticed  the se r f ’ s ap
proach. “ W ho are y o u ? ”  he ca lled  
ou t in a patois o f  N orm an-F rench  
and E nglish , w ith the cu riou s sea- 
saw o f F rench  accentuation  in his 
voice.

“ H y la !”  cam e the answ er, and 
there was strength  and m usic in it.

Som ething seem ed to  tick le  the 
soldier to  im m ediate m errim ent 
when h e  heard the identity  of the 
man with the eels.

H y la  knew  him w ell. W hen he 
was free  from  Ins duties in  the 
ca ttle , H yla  and his w*fe w orked 
in this m an ’ s fields fo r  a lo a f o f 
w astrel bread  o r  a chance rabbit, 
and he was in a  sense th eir  im m edi
ate, em p loyer and pa tron .

I t  was a t the o rd er  o f  P ierce  that 
K y la  had been  fishing th at even 
ing. The soldier chuckled  on , re

gardin g  the serf w ith obvious 
am usem ent, though fo r  what reasoa 
ho cou ld  n ot im agine.
' “ Show you r ca tch ,”  he said at 

last.
H e was shown th e  h ook  of great 

ec-is, som e o f  whic'h still w rithed 
slow ly in tortu re .

“ T ake them  ‘to  my w ife ,”  .said 
the sold ier,* “ and take w hat you  
w,ant o f  them  fo r  you rse lf and y ou r 
p e o p le .”

“ V ery  g la d ly ,”  said H yla , “ fo r  
th ere are many m ouths to f i l l .”  

“ O h ! that can be a lte re d ,”  said 
tho -soldier, w ith a grin ; “ y ou r  
fam ily can  be used in other ways, 
and jive in o th er  houses than itn- 
d e : y ou r  ro o f-t re e .”

“ D uke C hrist f o r b id !”  said H y
la . g iv ing  the Saviour tllie highest 
name he knew ; “ had I  not my ch il
dren and my w ife, I should be p oor  
inrieed.”

“ G o d 's  t e e th !”  cr ied  the sold ier, 
with a nasty sn a 'l  and com plete  
ch a n geof tone., “ y ou r  w ife, your 
g i i ls !  M an, m an ! we have been 
cno g ood  i'o the serfs o f late. See 
t< this now , when • I  was in the 
tia in  o f  m y L ord  de B ellem e, both 
in Fran ce and here, we k illed  serfs 
line rabbits.

“ We'll I  rem em ber, in the W elsh  
M arch , how  we hanged men like 
y< j  up by the taet, and sm oked 
them w ith fou l sm oke. * Som e were 
hanged up by th eir  thum bs, others 
by the h ead , anel burning things 
w ere hung on to  th eir feet. W e 
put k n otted  strings ab ou t their 
heads, and w rithed  them  till they- 
w ent in to  the brain . W e put men 
into prisons • w here adders, snakes 
and toads w ere craw lin g , and so 
we torm en ted  them . A nd the 
whiles xe took  th eir  wives and 
daughters fo r  ou.r own pleasure. 
H ear you  that, H yla , my f r ie n d ! 
Ge*- you  off to my w ife with the
eels, you  old  d o g .”

H e blazed his bold  - eyes at the 
serf, and his "swarthy face and coa l- 
black  hair seem ed bristling  with 

la r g e r  and d isdain . H is face was 
deep ly  p itted  with marks which 
on.-', o f the num erous varieties of 
th ;  plague had le ft upon it, and as 
his w h ite ,stron g  teeth  flashed in 

| an ger through  the g loom , he 
i look ed , so H yla thought, like the 
■ gi inning d ev il-fa ce  of stone carved 
U.vei the servan ts ’ w icket at Icom be 
I A bbey . ‘ *•
| H e slunk away from  the .man-at- 
| aim 's w ith ou t a w ord , and to iled  
; o-i up the h ill. H e fan cied  he cou ld  
hear P ierce  laughing down below  
him , and he spat upon the ground 

! in im poten t rage.
I H e soon cam e to  a few  pasture 
fields on the outsk irts of the vil- 

: lage, som e parts o f  them all silver- 
! w hite with “ lad y-sm ock s.”  H ardy 
'little cow s, goats , and sheep roam - 

led  in the m eadow s, which w ere en- 
jc h p e d  with roujgh stone w alls. A 
herd o f pigs w ere w allow ing in the 

j mud which lined  the banks of the 
! sew age stream , fo r , with their 
j usual ignoran ce, the castle archi- 
! tects a llow ed this to  run right 
jth io u g h  the pastures on  the h ill 
| siope.

The cow s w ere low in g  uneasily 
I to" each  o th er , fo r  they w ere to r 
m ented by hosts c f  gnats and 
m arsh-begotten  flies which rose  up 
from  the fen below .

Past the fields the road  w idened 
ou t in to  a square of yellow ' dust- 
pcw d ered  grass— the v illage green 
— and round this w ere set som e o f 
the prin cipal houses.

There was no room  for  com foi'- 
ta b le  dw elling -p laces inside the 
castle itse lf fo r  the crow d of in 
fer ior  officers and m en-at-arm s. A c
cord ing ly  they ?nade their hom e in 
the v illage a t  its w alls, and cou ld  
retrc-at in to  safety in tim es o f war.

Eustace, the head arm orer, had 
a house h ere , the best in the v il
lage, r «o fe d  with sh ingle and built 
o f solid  tim ber. The m en-at-arm s, 
P ierce  am ong them , who were m ar
ried , or  lived with women taken in 
battle , had their dw ellings th e r e ; 
and one thatched Saxon house b e 
lon ged  to Lew in, the w orker in m e
ta l. and ch ie f o f B aron  G eoffro i’ s 
m int.

H yl a was a la b orer  in the mint, 
and under the orders of Lewin the 
Jew .

In 1133 it1 was establisheel as a 
general tru th  and legal adage, by 
the Ju stica ir o f England him self, 
that no su bject m ight coin  silver 
m oney. The adulteration  practis
ed in the ba ron ia l mints had re
d u ced  coins', which pretended  to be 
of silver, in to an alloy  which was 
prin cipally  com posed  o f  a bastard 
coppter. A  few  excep tion s were 
m ade to  the law , but all private 
m ints w ere supposed to  be under 
th-ft d irect superin tendence o f crow n 
officials. In  the anarchy o f S te
ph en 's reign  this ru le becam e in op 
erative , and m any 'barons ' and 
bishops co in ed  m oney for  them 
selves.

Few  d id  th is so com pletely  an $  
w ell as G eoffro i de la  Bourne.

(To be continued.)

BAD TRADE PERIODS. 

Pinch of Poverty and Unemploy
ment Cause Crime.

M uch ligh t on the grow th  of 
crim e in periods o f bad trade is 
g iven  in B ritish  crim inal statistics.- 
I t  is c lea r  that there are thousands 
whom th e  pinch o f poverty  and 
unem ploym ent drives to  p ilferin g , 
but the num ber o f  habitual crim in- 
als is rem arkably Jow.

The increase In  indictable  o ffen c
es in 1908 was 6,735, the tota l b e 
ing 68,116. Such a rate o f increase 
h a - n ot been exceed ed  since 1861. 
M ore than h a lf o f  the increase o c 
curred  in Lancashire. D urham , and 
the E ast anel W est R idings ; less 
than on e-sixth  of it in the L ondon  
d is t r ic t ; and nearly all the rest in 
the m ining and m anufacturing 
regions. I t  has on ly  to  be reca lled  
that 1908 was a y ear  o f grea t de
pression, o f  m ining, shipbuilding 
and cotton  d isputes, as w ell as 
p rolon ged  co ld  and wet. The crim 
inal authorities a re  driven  to  co n 
nect these facts.

Tiiey subm it the fo llow in g  classi
fication  o f  crim inals

1 The “ h ab itu a ls ,”  who live on 
crim e. The latest po lice  estim ate 
o f their tota l num ber is 4,255. 
There are reasons fo r  thinking that 
they are decreasing.

2 . The ord in arily  good  ch arac
te r ,, who succum bs to  tem ptation , 
such as the th ieving servant, the 
sh oplifter, and those guilty of em 
bezzlem ent. Their num ber rem ains: 
fa irly  constant. T here is no good  
reason to  suppose that the stand-

j l b  C a m p h o r  I c e
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a id  o f honesty am ong respectable  
people is being  low ered .

3 The inefficients and h an gers-on  
to  the fringe of industry , who can  
earn  a living h onestly  in g ood  tim es 
bu t are the first to  feel the pinch 
o f poverty  and distress, and are  
then easily driven  to  crim e. Their 
offences are sm all as to  the e x te n t 
o f  poverty  in v o lv e d ; fo r  instance, 
the am ount o f 214 larceniefi in W ar* 
rington  was on ly £389. I t  is n ot
able th at vagrancy increased and 
drunkenness d im in ished. •

There is within the last fifty years 
a substantial reduction  in offences 
against the person , show ing the im
provem ent in m anners. P robab ly  
m ost o f the crim es o f  passion  are  
bv the section  o f  the peop le  respon 
sible for  offences against p roperty .

But the increase in the num ber 
o f  cases o f bu rglary , robbery , re
ceiving , and co in in g  is very  m ark
ed  I t  seems to  in d icate  recru its 
from  the class who in better tim es 
live honestly.

M O T O R  C A R R I A G E S
AWARDED DEWAR TROPHY.

The D ew ar Challenge Trophy is aw arded yearly  by the 
R O Y A L  A U TO M O B ILE  C LU B  for the m ost m eritorious per* 
form ance of the year under the general regulations for ce jti- 
fied trials.

The New D aim ler engir.s has now been in the hands of 
the public for  nearly 18 months, quite long enough to  prove i t s . 
m er it ; ow ners are sending in testim onials by every post and 
we should like to  forw'ard to any person o r  persons in terest
ed  a com plete set o f literature fully exp la in in g  this m arvel-, 
lous new m otor. Send a b o  for our new illustrated book let, 
“ T he D ew ar T rophy and how it was w on ,”  a h istory o f  the 
G reatest Engine Test on R ecord .

T h e  D a i m l e r  M o t o r  C o . ,  (1904> L i m i t e d ,
C O V E N T R Y ,  E N G L A N D .
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S A I L I N G  F R O M
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S A I L I N G S
FROM BRISTOL STEAM ER

T h u r s d a y , fllay  2 6 — R oy a l G e o rg e
“  June 9 — R o y a l Edw ard
“  June 23 — R oy a l G eorg e
“  July 7 — R o y a l Edw ard
“  Ju ly  21- -R o y a l G e o rg e
“  Jlug. 4 — R o y a l Edw ard

AND FORTN IGH TLY TH E REAFTER

FROM M ONTREAL

T h u rsd a y , June 9 
“  June 23 

July 7 
“  Ju ly  21 

A u g . H 
* u $ . 18

T h e  tw in sh ip s, the “  R o y a l E d w a r d  ”  an d  i '4 
“  R o y a l  G e o rg e  ”  a re  th e  fa s te s t  t r ip le  s c r e w  tur
bine b o a ts  in the C a n a d ia n  S e rv ic e . T h e  B r it is h  
port is  B ris to l (tw o h o u rs n e a r e r  than  L iv e rp o o l) . 
S p e c ia l tra in s  a lo n g s id e  s te a m e rs  w ithin  n o  m in
u tes o f  L o n d o n . T h e  s te a m e rs  a r e  d riven  b y  the 
n e w e st  typ e  o f turb in e e n g in e s , In su r in g - a  tpaxi* 
m um  o f sp e e d  an d  m inim um  o f  v ib ra tio n . T h a r  
equ ipm ent is  the fin est e v e r  seen  in the S t. Law ^ 
ren ce . L a r g e  s ta te ro o m s, sp a c io u s  so c ia l a p a rt
m en ts, sh e lte red  p ro m e n a d e  d e c k s , a r t is t ic  furnish . 
in&s > p e rfe c t s e rv ic e , an d  ven tila tio n  b y  th erm o r 
tan k  s y s te m , the fresh  a ir  b e in g  w a rm e d  o r  coo ler 
a s  req u ired .

F o r  full  p a r t ic u la r s ,  r a t e s ,  b o o k le ts ,  sc h e d u le  o f  sa i l ing 's ,  e tc . ,  applj  
a n y  s t e a m s h ip  a g e n t ,  or w r i t e  to H. C. B O U R L I E R ,  G en..  A g e »  
C a n a d ia n  N o r th e rn  S t e a m s h ip s ,  L im ite d ,  T o ro n to ,  C a n a d a .

B e s t  A p p o i n t e d  
S t e a m e r s .
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t u r e s q u e  P o r t .

O n l y  f o u r  d a y s  
a t  s e a .


