
“ I am unequal, now, to the task 
o f  g ;ving you  '  any lengthy lcta il. 
L isten  then ! I  m arried  my m o­
th e r 's  m aid. She was a qu adroon  
g irl, brou gh t up at my m oth er ’s 
knee ; a sim ple, gentle  child, whose 
life  o f cham ber seclusion  had kept 
her unspotted  from  the w o r ld ; a 
lov in g, relig ious ch ild , whose faith 
in her H eaven ly  Father was like a 
b a b e ’s in n ocen t tru st in its m o­
ther. She had be-en taught in her 
ch ildhood  alm ost to  w orship her 
‘you n g  m aster’ — the m other’ s 
spoiled  and w illfu l boy— the idol o f 
the household . She learn ed  in
g irlhood  to  love him with all the 
blind and passionate devotion  of 
h ’ r race. I  had the pow er of life 
ai.d death over her—yes, o f  eternal 
life and death— fo r  her life  hung 
upon my love—her in tegrity  upon 
my h on or. The a lternative  fo r  her 
was ruined fam e, a broken  heart, 
arid the grave ; or  the m arriage ring 
and benediction . The a lternative 
for me was sin w ithout in fam y, or 
infam y w ithout sin— or so it seemed 
to me in my passionate youth . I

C H A P T E R  X I . .

I  threw  m yself suddenly upon 
h er. cast my arms about her, but 
h er  struggles w ere so v io len t, and 
h er m aniac strength  so great, that 
she m ust have escaped me, had not 
h er  scream s brou gh t the whole 
h ousehold  from  their beds and into 
th e  room .

The scene o f  am azem ent, h orror, 
anguish , and despa ir , that ensued 
now , defies a ll descrip tion . In the 
etcrm y chaos, I  saw o ld  M r. W all- 
raven sitting on the floor, with the 
fo rm  o f the fast-dyin g  W olfgan g  
draw n in to his arms and pillow ed 
upon his chest. I saw Constantia , 
h a lf dressed, with her black hair 
stream ing, kneeling by his side, 
w ringing her hands.

_ I saw all this, w hile, with the as­
sistance o f  C onstant W allraven , I 
was disarm ing and securing the ma­
niac.

“ F a th e r ! she was m ad, fa th er !
D o  not let her be m olested ; d o  not 
d esert her. P ro tect her, fa th er ,”  
fa in tly  m urm ured' the dyin g  man.

“ U nhappy boy ! te ll me one thing.
Y ou  d id  n ot deceive h e r ! Y ou  to ld  I chose the la tter. I  loved  her, I 
h er  y ou r  p o s it io n !”  m arried  her, and lost caste, I  and

“ F ather, n o ! I had n ot the cour-1 my ch ildren , fo re v e r ! The whole 
age ! I  thought to  have g o t her to  j com m unity recoiled  in loath ing 
F ran ce , w here— oh. G o d ! I d ie !— jfrom  us. T he m inister who united 
w here she would never have ju s  was ungow ned and degraded
k ro w n -------- ”  | from  his pu lp it. O ur m arriage was

“ Oh, w retched W o lfg a n g ! I  c a n - ! d eclared  illega l, and my m other, to 
n ot reproaeh you  n ow ! This decep- j ob lige  me to  break  the connection , 
tion  has cost you  y ou r  life  !”  | made a w ill, ju st be fore  h er death,

“ And her, her reason , fa th er ! I  j by which she le ft me C onstance and 
d ie  by her h a n d ! It  is ju s t ! it is j her ch ildren , upon cond ition  on ly 
ju s t ! it is ju s t ! O h ! bring  me near j o f my never free ing  them . U pon 
h er ! L et m e see her again ! L a y : my attem pting to break  this condi- 
me at her fe e t ! L et me die th ere ! ’ tion . they were to  becom e the pro- 

“ Oh, W o lfg a n g ! that you  so te r - jp e r ty  o f a d istant relative. Con 
lib ly  deceived  that unhappy you n g  i stance brought me three ch ildren — 
la d y !”  j W olfgan g , unhappy b o y ! and then

“ I loved  her so— I loved  her so— i Cc nstant and Constantia . B ut 
that, fo r  the br ie f possession  of h er, they cou ld  not be my heirs, because 
love, I  endure death . F ather 1 she j they cou ld  not legally  hold pro- 
m ust not d ie ! S h e 'm u st recover, j perty . A t my death they them - 
N av  she will, when she'-knows h e r ; selves w ould inevitably  becom e the 
e v :l  genius, her m orta l foe , who j p rop erty  o f  others. A n d  the m ore 
loved  her lvnto death , is dead ille g a l light I  brou gh t to bear upon 
Take me to  h e r ! L ay  me at h er! my m oth er ’ s w ill, the m ore decided  
f e e t ! L et me d ie  there, look in g  up- J was this fact. My other property—  
on  h e r ! ’ j the land, negroes, bank stock, hall

R eg in a  was how lying on  the so-j and m ills— I inherited  from  m y .fa - 
fa  exhausted  by her fran tic  stru g - 1 ther, w ithout restriction . I was 
gies. O ld M r. W allraven  beckoned  unutterably  w retched. C onstance, 
C on stan t, and betw een them  W olf- j seeing the m isery o f  which she bad 
gan g was lifted , brou gh t near the been the in nocen t cause, fell into 
sola , and laid upon the carpet, w ith ' a deep  m elancholy, from  which nei
his head supported  as before  upon 
his fa th er ’ s arms. H e looked  up at 
l ie i ,  but she d id  n ot open  her eyes 
to  look  upon him. H e feeb ly  raised 
his hand and took  hers. A t the 
tou ch  she opened her eyes, and as 
soon  as they fell upon him, with a 
frenzied  cry  o f anguish and despair, 
she bounded to her feet, foam ing at

ther the affection  o f  her children  
nor my own love and unrem itting 
en deavors cou ld  arouse her. H er 
health fa iled , and she died when 
Constant and C onstantia w ere but 
tw elve m onths o ld . A gain  I con ­
sulted the ablest law yers in the 
State, on ly  to  be m ore than ever 
convin ced  that th ere was no possi

the m outh, and went into the m ost j bility  o f setting aside my m other’ s 
v io len t paroxysm  of m adness. C o n -j w ill. There was n ot in all V irg in ia  
stant W allraven  and m yself seized j a  father so unhappy as m yself. A 
and tried  to hold  her ; and while she S thousand tim es I prayed for  the 
•was struggling, p lunging, and j death of my ch ildren . I f  one of
scream ing in our arm s, W olfgan g  
raised him self upon his e lbow , gave 
on e lon g  agonized look  upon the 
w reck, fell back  and d ie d !

The n ext day  a co ro n e r ’ s inquest 
sat in the sa loon , and the crow d , 
c o lle cted  by the rum or o f w hat had 
taken  place, filled the house. I  was 
the principal w itness, and as soon 
as 1 had given  in my testim ony, and 
w as perm itted  to retire , I w ander­
e d  tow ard  the cham ber w hence the 
t c r r ;ble scream s o f the m aniac bride 
s t ’ ll issued, filling all the air.

C onstant, C onstantia , and m y­
self, were constan t and unrem it­
ting  in ou r attentions to  my w ret­
ched sister. F or  tw o days and 
n ights she raved in high delirium , 
and then sunk, under the united e f­
fects o f  nervous exhaustion  and 
op iates, in to a profoun d  stupor. 

D uring  all th is tim e, I  cou ld  rea-

tl:eni fe ll ill, I  w atched the progress 
o f his or her illness with extrem e 
anxiety , n ot fearin g  they m ight die, 
but fearin g  they m ight live. C on ­
science, and not a wish that they 
should  survive, induced me to  p ro ­
vide necessary nursing and m edical 
attendance at such tim e. A t last it 
suddenly occu rred  to me that I 
m ight easily evade the w ill. I t  is 
stian ge  that this ex ped ien t never 
struck me until years of misery had 
p a ssed ; but so it  was in my case, 
and so I have often  seen it in the 
cast, o f others. The rem edies for  
w hat we con ceive  to  be incurable 
ills 'o fte n  lie very  near us unseen or  
neglected . I t  suddenly struck me 
that noth ing h indered  my sending 
my ch ildren , while they were mine, 
to a, fore ign  cou n try , and tran sfer­
ring my whole p roperty  th ither. I 
resolved to  do so. My sons were

lize to m yself noth ing that had ta k -jtb .cn  at co lleg e , and my daughter
on or  was taking place. I seemed 
o u t  o f  m yself, in som e unreal e x ­
istence, and, som etim es w ildly, 
d esp era te ly , hoped to  wake and 
find it all a h ideous dream .

T h at evenin g , when we returned 
from  the funeral, I fo llow ed  Mr. 
W allraven  to the library .

“ G ive m e ,”  said I, “ some e x p la ­
nation  o f that which has w recked 
all ou r  h a p p in ess !”

a t board ing -sch ool in the N orth . I 
war in robu st health, and of a race 
never su bject to  illness or  sudden 
d e a th ; th erefore  I fe lt th at there 
was no occasion  fo r  h urry , and I 
was not in haste to sell, and leave 
forever my native soil, while my 
ch ildren  w ere receiving their edu­
cation . I determ ined , how ever, to 
d o  it upon the first in d ication  of 
declin in g  health. W ell, m onth slip

“ Be s e a te d !”  said the o ld  m an, pee* a fter  m onth, and grew  into 
h im self sinking exhausted into a years. Constant returned  from 
cha ir. 1 sat and w aited for  him  to  P rin ceton , w here he was educated, 
speak. H e leared. his forehead  j and com m enced the study o f  divin- 
d o w n  upon his open palm , and . a f-1 ity as a private pupil o f  M r. Dav- 
te r  a  silence o f  a few  m inutes, sigh- j enport H e form ed an unhappy at- 

heavily , and sa :d : jtachm ent, but C onstant possessed

a  strong  m ind and righteous heart. 
H e struggled  w ith, and conquered  
his passion, com ing ou t as pure 
ge ld  from  the fu rn ace of his tria l. 
A fter  this experien ce , I determ ined 
to  guard  my unhappy ch ildren  from  
form in g  in d iscreet attachm ents.

“ W hen W olfgan g  returned from  
H arvard , accom panied by yourself, 
I saw y ou r  sudden adm iration  of 
my daughter. I  w ithdrew  her from  
y cu r  presence. I w arned W o lf­
gang against the society  o f  youn g 
lac’ies. I  knew nothing of you r  sis­
ter  o r  I  never should have co n ­
sented to  his visiting you  at your 
O 'vn hom e. The first know ledge I 
had o f  M iss F airfield  was from  the 
letter  o f W olfgan g  that announced 
his engagem ent. W ithou t litera l­
ly te llin g  me so, it was couched  in 
such term s as, with other c ircu m ­
stances, to m islead me into the be ­
lie f th at she knew a l l ! This was 
not unnatural. I thought to  some 
his infinitessim al proportion  of A f­
rican b lood  m ight be no ob jection  
— while his many distinguished — 
partlon m e! I t  was a fa th er ’ s d o t ­
age W olfgan g  to ld  me in his le t­
ter  that his bride  had consented 
to  depart with him to F rance im ­
m ediately after  the m arriage cere ­
m ony. This afforded  me the op p or­
tun ity  I  wanted to secure a fortune 
to  my son, by settling it upon Miss 
F airfield— to which there cou ld  be 
no legal obstru ction . A  few weeks 
before  the m arriage 1 received a 
leng  letter from  W olfgan g , telling 
me th at his R egina, w illfu l as 
charm ing, insisted on com ing to  
H ick ory  H all, and being in trodu c­
ed to  her father-in -law  before her 
departure  fo r  F rance. In this turn 
o f affairs, he requested me to send 
C onstant and Constantia to him, 
am i above all th ings, to  im prison 
old  N ell, whose very sight w ould 
appall R egin a , and whose extrem e 
boldness and m alignity w ould as­
suredly instigate her to  present her­
self be fore  the b r id e .”

“ B ut w hat, then, is the ground 
o f such m alignity , and how cou ld  
cue  so degraded  be in any m anner 
related  to  one sc beautifu l, so an­
gelic , as was C onstance, judging  by 
y ou r descrip tion  of her, as w ell as 
by a p ortra it I  saw and missed the 
same n ight from  the w alls o f  my 
cham ber, and which I now suspect 
to  have been h e rs .”

“ Yes— it was h ers—old  N ell stole 
it  th at night. She had long w anted 
the small person al effects o f C on­
stance, and had w atched her o p ­
portunity  o f  gettin g  in to the closed  
cham ber. Y ou  left y ou r  door  un­
locked , and she en tered  the room , 
rilled the bureau , and carried  off 
the. p ortra it  and had returned, it is 
likely, to  rob y ou , when a slight 
sound of her steps attracted  W o lf­
gang, who happened n ot to have 
retired , bu t was in the next room . 
H e fo llow ed  her into you r cham ber 
the last tim e, and arrested  her at 
y ou r  bedside. Y ou  asked me the 
cause of N e ll 's  m alignity, and e x ­
pressed astonishm ent a t the idea  of 
her relationship  to  C onstance. She 
is, rea lly , no b lood -re la tion  to C on­
stance or my ch ildren .

“ She was th e  step-daughter of 
C on stan ce ’ s father, anel hence the 
c la im  to  relationsh ip , hence her 
presum ption  to  a high degree of no­
tice and favor, even  while her e x ­
trem e d eform ity  and her disgusting 
habits and vices, made her very 
presence in the m eanest capacity  
in su fferab le ; and hence her envy, 
hatred , and dem oniac m alignity. 
She openly saiel and sw ore am ong 
her fellow s that she w ould  ‘kiss her 
pretty  n ie ce .’ U pon  the night, 
th erefore , that the bridal party was 
expected , we locked  her up in her 
rem ote cabin , charg in g  old  John 
with her custody . She escaped, 
and con cea led  herself, evidently  
with the o b je ct  of seeking and in ­
sulting the bride. This gave me 
only uneasiness, fo r  I  supposed Ite- 
gina at least knew ou r position  ; but 
it filled W olfgan g , who knew, and 
h ; s broth er and e.ister, who had 
lately  d iscovered , the illusion  un­
der which you r unhappy sister had 
g iver  her han i in m arriage, with 
consternation . W hile we were 
seeking the hag elsew here, she had 
e ffected  her en tran ce to  the house, 
and fou nd  her way to  M rs. W all- 
raven ’ s presence ! Y ou  were there ! 
Y ou  know  better than m yself what 
fo llow ed . It is necessary to repeat, 
he:wever, that there, for the first 
tim e, I d iscovered  the concealm ent 
that had been used tow ard  the ill- 
fated  lady. I have nothing m ore 
to  te ll. I f I have sinned against 
the con ven tion a l usages o f the soci­
ety in which I was born  and lived, 
my w hole life has been one long 
an.I terr ib le  e x p ia tio n .”

I took  his hand and pressed it , 
and silently  w ithdrew  from  the 
ro o m .

In  the course of a week. I dis­
covered  that there was no one who 
possessed the least m oral con tro l 
over the m aniac g irl e x cep t C on ­
stantsa. M r. W allraven  prayed 
that she should remain at H ickory
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H all, when I  ta lked o f rem oving 
her In  truth , the change from  
their a ffectionate though  sorrow ful 
cure, to  that o f a lunatic asylum 
w ould  have been a. m ost u n fortu ­
nate on e fo r  the victim . She had 
the best m edical advice that the 
cou n try  cou ld  p roduce, or  w ealth 
cou ld  purchase. F or  m ore than a 
year, her m alady has constantly  in ­
creased  until it has le ft  her the 
ruin you  see.

I, also, M ary, was nearly  b ligh t­
ed  when you  m et, p itied , loved me.

The reading o f  the m anuscript 
had occu p ied  the whole night. It 
was sunrise when I fo lded  it up, 
and began to  make my sim ple m orn ­
ing to ile t. B e fore  this was com ­
pleted  a low  tap  was heard at the 
door, and, to my "c o m e  in ,”  M ary 
entered , apparently  ju st returned 
from  her n ightly visit.

She sat down by the fire.
“ Y ou  have been to  see R egina 

Fairfield , at H ick ory  H a ll,”  saiel I.
' ‘Y e s ,”  she replied .
" A n d  she—— ”
"D ie d  a t one this m orning— died 

in her senses— reason had returned 
at the approach  of d issolu tion . She 
elied forgiv in g  all who had a hand 
in h er  betraya l and w reck, anel 
p raying forgiveness for  h erself. 
She died upon C on stan tia ’ s

b osom .”
W e attended the funeral of 

g ina F airfie ld , which w as conduct* 
ed with g rea t sim plicity. W e left 
C edar Cliffs soon after. U pon ou r  
return  from  V irg in ia  we lost sight 
o f the W all ravens o f H ick ory  H all 
for  m any years. W e heard fre- 
quently  by letter  from  M ary F a ir ­
field and knew th at the health and 
spirits o f  F erd inand w ere gradu a l­
ly im proving. In on e  o f her letters 
to m e, M ary m entioned that o ld  
M r. W allraven  had sold the p rop er ­
ty  o f H ick ory  H all, and le ft the 
State, accom panied by his tw o 
ch ildren . This was the first, and last 
tim e that M ary ever m entioned 
them  in anv o f her lei.ters.

** TH E END.
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