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CHAPTER VIIl.—(Cont'd)

“ Ootne, Ferdinand, my reverend
friend! don’'t anticipate the privi-
Jege of the vestments! For ruyseif,
| adore the ‘lofty pride’ of Miss
Fairfield. It is indissolubly en-
twined with the most exalted vir-
tues, which could not exist with-
out it!”

“You speak like a lover!”

“1 speak the truth. Her ‘lofty
pride’ sustains the highest senti-
ments of truth, courage, generos-
ity, fortitude!"

“1 have never
tude’ tested vet.
1 dread!”

“You ‘havo never seen her forti-
tude tested!” not even in this sud-
den and severe reverse of fortune ?”

“No, only her courage is tested
here. She utet, but has not yet
borno, the evils of this misfortune!
Courage only meets calamity brave-
ly , it- takes fortitude to endure it
strongly and patiently. Courago
dares misfortune—fortitude sus-
tains it; courage ”

“Courage is acute fortitude, and

seen her. ‘forti-
It is that which

fortitude is chronic courage ! you
mean, medically speaking!”

“Fudge!”

“ Certainly! 1 beg your pardon,
Fairfield, for cutting short, both
your sermon on pride and your
ethical and metaphysical essay on

courage arid fortitude, because the
former was ill-timed, the latter es-
sentially unphilosophical, and both
would have run to, I know not what
length! Now, then, let us return
to tlie more attractive subject of
Miss Fairfield. You were baying—~

“1 was saying that | have no
svfnjithy with my sister’s pride ! |

% m ! understand it, and it trou-
1 for her future.”

I repeat most omphatical-
1 i adore that pride !

i- are an enthusiast!”

‘1 worship that pride—that lofty
spirit, v/Jiich is not assumption,
nor arrogance, but a calm, majes-'

tic, unconscious assertion of her
i.no inestimable worth! of her own
<s.—cilial, unlienable worth ! of her

own essential, unlienable royalty!

il: triune royalty of transcendent

beauty, goodness, and genius!"™
"Oh ! you are mad !

“ 'Honor to whom honor is
dr.c.I"”

“Yes! but that is not to the.
haughty! He who spake those

words, said also, ‘The humble shall
be exalted, ajid the proud shall be

luxught low’--‘He that exalteth
himself shall be abasedand ‘The
meek shall inherit the earth.'—
‘Pride goeth before a fall, and a
haughty Lemper before destruc-
tion.” You doubtless will give me

more contempt for what you will
consider weakness than credit for
the fear of (Jod; but I confess that
these things trouble me for my dear-
est sister ! ft seems to me that her
severe discipline has already be-
gun! 1 do hope- "

“Pshaw! hush! Nonsense!
Don’'t preach ! You're not in the
holy orders yet!” exclaimed Wolf-
gang. interrupting me, in a husky
voice and with an agitated man-
ner.

J looked at him in surprise.

‘He shuddered once or twice in
his old way, got up and walked to
the window, and said,

“1t seoms to me you are croak-
ing this evening, Fairfield! to say
nothing of a very uabrotherlv se-

to 0o Wait of cfiaidieter in
only sister, whom 1 for one

but must
even

cannot consider a fault,
look upon with high respect,
when ”

Ho stopped abruptly.

“When carried to excess?”

“Yes! something of that sort!”
he said, with an involuntary
writhe of his beautiful lips.

A twinge of remorse wrung me
for an instant. | felt that 1 had
been severe with the foible of my
dear liegina, and that it was not
only ungenerous, but unjust, to
speak of her fault in her absence;
so | hastened to say.

“You know that I have no fra-
ternal insensibility to my sister's
noble character, Wolfgang!”

“Ah !you have! You do not see,
do not acknowledge that it is pride
than keeps that high, pure charac-
ter so spotless from oven conven-

tional little meannesses!”

“Yes, | do! but | see also that
‘pride’ makes llegina sternly un-
compromising, terribly intolerant

of the little social and conventional
meannesses and falsehoods of
others!”

The effect of my words upon him
was as fearful as unexpected! He
blanched suddenly, dropped into a
chair, and glared luridly from un-
der the shade of his long black
lashes at me, as if I had wilfully
and wantonly outraged him.

I was about dono with surprise
at any eccentric motion of Wall-
raven ; and fate, or something, im-
pelled me to go on. “What is nci-
thei always reasonable nor Chris-
tian, her high-toned sense of hon-
or, is morbid, even to mania. De-
ception, no matter how well, how
logically defended, finds no toler-
ance with her. It would disgust
her in a mere acquaintance; it
would alienate her forever from'a
friend; and in one she loved pre-
eminently, it would kill or madden
her I know and feel it. It is this
that has terrified me for my sister!
It is this that makes me shudder
when | recall the fearful words, the
thunder words—*‘Pride goeth before
a fall, and a haughty temper be-
fore destruction!” ” 1 suddenly felt
a strong grasp upon my shoulder,
and the husky, inaudible words.

“For God's sake, hush!” and
Wallraven rushed out of the room.

“1 have something to say to you,
dear Ferdinand,” said my sister
Regina, laying her fair hand affec-
tionately on my shoulder, and sink-
ing softly into a chair by my side.

She looked so fair, so proud, so
joyous, yet—so charmingly em-
barrassed.

“Why, how beautiful you are, Re-
gina ! Queen Blanche! Fair one
with golden locks!” exclaimed I,

in involuntary admiration and
foi'dness. And she was ! Dazzling-
ly beautiful ! She had arisen, re-

stored by her long morning sleep,
refreshed by her cold bath, and
dressed for dinner. She wore a
very light blue silk, with fine lace
falls to the short sleeves, and low

corsago. Her splendid pale gold
hair was rolled back from her
snowy forehead and temples in

shining bandeaus, and woven in a
large knot behind. She had flout-
ed in and sunk down by me softly,

lightly, gracefully, as a sun-gilded
azure cloud, a vision of celestial
beauty!

“1 have something to say to you,
dear Ferdinand,” she repeated,
without deigning to notice my ad-
miration.

“1 listen,
seriously.

dsar Regina,” said I,

“Brother, I am engaged to bo
married to Wolfgang Wallraven.”
1 started to my feet, throwing off

her hand by my violence, and ex-
claiming vehemently,

“Nol”

“Are you surprised?” she se-
renely inquired.

“No, Regina! No!” 1 exclaim-

ed, emphatically, without replying
to her last observation.

“Yes, then, if I must repeat my
declaration.”

“No, it is not! it must not! it
shall not be so.”

“Why?” she asked, calmly, with

scarcely a perceptible inflection of
surprise and contempt in her tone.

“You must not—shall not—can-
not marry Wallraven!”

“Will you endeavor to make
yoursejf intelligible, Ferdinand?"

she demanded, coldly.

“Wallraven cannot in honor mar-
ry you, and he knows it!”

Her snowy brow grew purple;
she drew her proud cresfc haught-
ily up, and was preparing silently
to rise and leave the room; when
I laid my hand upon her with an
imploring gesture, and rising, went
and turned the key in the door, sat
down by her side, and beseeching
her by our fraternal love to listen
to me with some little toleration, |
began, and gave her a minute, de-
tailed account of my whole confi-
dential connection with Wallraven ;

commencing from our earliest
school days ; passing through our
life at the preparatory school;

through our college friendship; in-
cluding our joint visit to Willow
Hiil, with the extraordinary scene
iu his chamber; and, lastly, my re-
cent visit to Hickory Hall, with the
frightful occurrence in my chamber
in the dead of the first night of my
arrival. | ended with imploring my
sister, as she valued her happiness,
not. to risk it by a marriage with
him. For any other good purpose
than that of doing my own duty and
exonerating my own conscience, 1
might just as well have been silent.

Regina heard me through; though
as my story progressed, | saw her
lip curl, and curl, with a slowly
gathering contempt; and when |
finished, she arose -with flashing
eyes, and answered me with a
blasting, consuming scorn, anger,
arid defiance—accusing me of de-
grading suspicions — degrading to
myself and to no one else—of
treachery to iny friend—of—1 know
nob what besides; and expressing,
with the air of an empress, her
highest trust in Wolfgang Wall-
raven’'s unimpeachable purity and
honor. In short, she replied to me
as any other haughty, high-spirit-
ed woman would reply to asper-
sions so cast upon the man she
deigned to accept.

| attempted a rejoinder; but re-
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suming her sovereign self-posses-
sion, with a gesture full of high
command, she silently indicated her
will to leave the room; and | went
to the door, unlocked, and held it
open while she swept majestically
through.

I felt myself relieved of a most
disagreeable duty, which had b, en
pressing upon me for some tin>e,
though certainly placed in a very
unpleasant position. Loving Wolf-
gang and Regina almost with equal

affection, and loving none <theis
in the world but them, | wished
their happiness above all things.
Cculd their union have wemed
likely to secure their felicity, |
should have desired it more than
ary other event. But, from all 1

had seen and heard, | feared that
it would end in misery to both;
therefore 1 had sought to serve

them best by attempting to break
it off, and | had attained no better
end than to deeply offend both my
friend and sister. One lesson 1|
learned, that it is useless and ab-
surd to interfere between lovers
who really love each other. 1 de-
termined, however, to tell Wolf-
gang all 1 had said to Regina. |
could not conceal this from him,
fov | could not have anything ap-
proximating towards a treachery
upon my conscience.

The dinner bell rang in the midst
of my painful cogitations, and me-
chanically, as a matter of habit, 1

sauntered down into the dining-
room, and took my seat at the
table.

Soon the door opened, and Wall-
raven entered with Regina on his
arm, and they took their places,
which were first and second above
mine, Regina sitting between me
and Wolfgang.

By nothing on Regina’'s fair
frosty brow, or in her usually calm,!
cold manner, could | perceive whe-j
the m she were still angry with me.

Wolfgang looked black as the
muzzle of a loaded cannon ; but
whether with anger, gloom, or both,
I could not toll.

After dinner, a pair of horses
were brought around, and Wall-
raven invited Regina to ride, to

which she assented, and 1 was left
to my unpleasant company and

EAL .LOMDOTt.ErtG.

thoughts for the rest of the after-
noon.

Very late in the afternoon they
returned. Regina went to her
chamber to change her riding-habit
and Wallraven came into our par-
lor, where ] was still sitting. He
rang the bell, and, throwing his
whip, cap, gloves, ete., to the wait-
er. who entered, directed him to
bring wine. | approached him.

“Wallraven!”

“Well 17

“1 have something offensive
say to you !”

“QOut with it, man !”

“You will be angry!”

“1f 1 am, 1 shall knock you down
first and forgive you afterward.”

“That will I>e Christian, but dan-
gerous. You are engaged to my
sister.”

“How do you know that?”

“ She told mo."”

to

“Well, what then? you told mo
to win her if | could.”

“Yes ; but ”

"Well I”

“ Circumstances have transpired
since then ”

“You made no allowance for cir-
cumstances.”

“1 was wrong—hasty—very indis-
creet!”

“Ah ! well I ‘circumstances have
transpired!” to what ‘circumstanc-
es’ do you allude!”

“Among other things, the events
of a night at Hickory Hall!”

Wallraven grew very pale,
commanded himself.

“Will you relate to me those
events?” lie asked, in a constrained,
voice.

but

(To be continued.)
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