
OR, LADY BLANCHE’S B1TTBB 
PUNISHMENT

C H A P T E R  X X X I I .— (C o n t ’ d)

They w ent back  to  the carriage 
very  sedately, but M arie, though 
youn g, was know ing.

“ Oh, s ign orita ,”  she whispered, 
as F loris , fu ll o f tenderness to  all 
and everyth ing in her new -born  
happiness, stooped  and kissed her. 
" I s  that signor you r lo v e r?  Y e s ! 
A h , but he is handsom e and noble, 
is ho n o t? ”

It  was a m agic jou rn ey , that re ­
turn  to  F loren ce , and though the 
tw o said bu t little  their hands 
locked  togeth er, and tlieir eyes 
which m et each o th er ’ s ever and 
again , spoke volum es.

Mrs.. S incla ir expressed  no as­
ton ishm ent w hatever a t  th eir  re­
turn.

“ I  thought you  w ould  com e 
b a ck ,”  she said d r y ly ; "a n d  now I 
suppose I may finish my grea t book  
m yself, M iss W ood , I  mean Miss 
C a r lis le !”

"O h , n o ! ”  said F loris , flush ing; 
" I  shall stay w ith y ou , m adam .”  

But M rs. Sinclair caught Lord 
N orm an 's  eye, and m et his smile 
with a significant one o f  her own.

T hat evening he sent a telegram  
to  Lady B etty .

It  was very short, but it was very 
em phatic enough, fo r  in three days 
L ady B etty  was at the V io le t V illa .

F lo r is ’ astonishm ent at her ap­
pearance was only equaled by her 
delight.

"N o w , I  d on ’ t w ant to  know 
anything m^-re than B ru ce has told  
m e, my deal ”  she said, a fter  she 
had a g ood  cry  and nearly exhaust­
ed herself by lavishing caresses on 
F loris . " I n  fact, he has forbidden  
m e, at the risk o f his sore d isp lea­
sure, to  talk abou t the p a s t ; but 
I ’ ve on ly  one question  to  ask, and 
that is , 'C an  you start fo r  E n g­
land to -m o rro w ? ’ ”

"T o -m o r r o w !”  said F loris aghast. 
"Y e s , my d e a r ; that is B ru ce ’ s 

w ish .”
"B u t  y ou , dear Lady B e tty ?”  
"O h , I am of no con sequ en ce ,”  

said her ladyship, with a laugh. 
"B e s id e s , really and tru ly , I am 
dying o f anxiety  to  get you hom e, 
to  have you  to  m yself for  a few  
days— I shan’ t have you  lon g, I 
know , fo r . B ruce is m ost intem per- 
ately  anxious to  ap propria te  you 
a ltogeth er. B ut do let us start to ­
m orrow , if you  can ; I  am sure no 
one w ill be g ladder to  see you  than 
S ir E dw ard. M y dear, if I  w asn ’ t 
one o f the m ost sensible wom en in 
E ngland, I should have been most 
dread fu lly  jea lou s o f you ! Sir E d­
v a r d  thinks there is no one in the 
w orld  so clever and bright and 
good  look in g  as ‘ M iss C a rlis le ,’ and 
be  has ta lked o f you  and regretted  
y ou r absence every day. So let us 
go back to -m orrow .”

They started  in th e  m orning. E v ­
erything that w ealth and influence 
cou ld  effect was done to  surround 
the jou rney  with lu xu ry  and ease.

I f  F loris C arlisle had been a 
princess o f the b lood  royal, as 
Lady B etty  said, there cou ld  not 
have been m ore fu s s ; and yet there 
was so little  real fu3S.

In  his qu iet w ay, L ord  Norm an 
secured sleeping-cars, engaged the 
best room s, had carriages in w ait­
ing, and arranged everyth in g  a l­
m ost as if by m agic.

A nd so it happened that F loris, 
who a few  m onths back  had le ft  
E ngland alone and fr iend less, re­
turned  to  it like a Queen o f She­
ba !

Their w clcom e in G rosven or place 
was characteristic  o f  S ir Edw ard.

"H o w  do you  do, Miss C a rlis le?”  
he said, hold ing  her hand and look ­
ing at her in his grave way, but 
w ith a kindly light in his keen, a b ­
sorbed  eyes. " I  am very glad to 
sen you  back, and I  have missed 
you very  much indeed. B ruce is a 
lucky fe llow  in d eed ,”  and he took 
and w rung L ord  N orm an ’ s hand.

A fter  dinner Sir E dw ard sat 
over his wine with L ord N orm an 
for  a little  while, then he rose.

"G o in g  to  the house, I su p pose?”  
said L ord  N orm an.

“ N — o, not to-n ight, I  th in k ,”  
answ ered Sir Edw ard.

" N o t  to -n ig h t! W hy, I thought 
you  had to sp e a k !”

“ Y— es, so I  h a d ; but I d on ’ t 
think I will go  to-n ight— that is, 
if I shan’ t be in the way. I d on ’ t 
know  what the papers w ill s a y ; no 
d cu b t th ey ’ ll im agine I ’ ve had a 
dom estic bereavem en t.”

It  was a great com plim ent to 
F loris , and one she was fond of 
talking about in after  life , when Sir 
E dw ard  had becom e the "g r e a t  
statesm an o f the d a y .”

•They spent a qu iet, delightfu l e v ­
en ing, and when the tw o ladies had 
gone to their room s, Lady Betty 
held F loris at arm ’ s length.

"A h , my dear, how happy you 
lo o k !”  she said, her eyes fu ll o f 
sympathy very near to  tears.

" D o  I ?  I am glad of th a t ,”  
w hispered F loris , " f o r  I  am  very, 
very happy, dear. H appier, per­
haps, fo r  all that has passed. You 
see, one wants to know  w hat m is­
ery  is to be able to  apprecia te , at 
its fu ll value, such happiness as 
m in e !”

C H A P T E R  X X X I I I .

The season was in fu ll swing when 
these two lovers— so long  separat­
ed , so strangely united— returned 
to  L on don , and their advent made 
a p retty  considerable stir.

The w orld  at large knew nothing 
o f w hat had happened, but rum or 
with its usual readiness, invented 
a hundred and one stories, o f a ll 
o f which Floria was the heroine.

C onsequently  there was the 
g iea test anxiety  to  see her, and 
Lady B etty  was besieged w ith in ­
vitations, all pressing in the e x ­
trem e.

" I  think we had better  go  to  the 
duchess’ ba ll, and get it  over, my 
d e a r ,”  said Lady B etty . " O f  course 
y o u ’ ll be m obbed and stared at, 
peop le  are simply dying o f cu r io ­
sity to know the true story of you r 
ad ven tu res ; but you  w on ’ t m ind .”

"N o ,  I  shan’ t m irid,”  said F loris , 
with her o ld  n a iv e te ; " n o t  in the 
least, seeing that I  d on ’ t mean to 
tell any o n e .”

"V e r y  w e ll,”  said Lady B e tty ; 
"th e n  w e ’ ll go to-m orrow  night 
and gra tify  the w orld  with a sight 
of the future Countess o f N orm an, 
w hose adventures— ”  "M o r e  or 
less fab u lou s ,”  put in F loris— "h a v e  
filled the society  p a p ers .”

I t  was a grand ba ll, and m ore 
crow ded  than it w ould  have been 
if the duchess had not carefu lly  c ir ­
cu lated  the news that M iss Carlisle 
and L ord  N orm an w ere actually 
com ing.

F or  the first few  m inutes F loris 
was a little  shy under the battery  
which was d irected  at her by so 
many curious eyes, bu t she grasped 
hei lo v e r ’ s arm , ju st to  reassure 
herself o f his presence, and glanced 
up at his handsom e face with its 
o ld  patrician  im passiveness, and 
courage cam e back to her.

B efore  they had been in the room  
a.i h our the Lynches cam e in, and 
F loris needed no courage to meet 
these tru e friends.

Sir Joseph  and his good -natu red  
w ife w ere overw helm ed with p lea­
sure at seeing her, and scarcely le ft 
her side the whole evening.

A little  after m idnight L ord  N or­
man went to the refreshm ent room  
to  g et a drink, and had g ot his glass 
o f  cham pagne, when he saw a gen ­
tlem an entering at a d oor  opposite 
him.

H e set the glass dow n and strode 
across the room , with a glad " B e r ­
tie !”  on his lips.

B ertie  C lifforde, fo r  it was he, 
started and turned  around, and 
exten ded  his hand, then, before  
L ord  N orm an could  seize it, drew 
it back, and with a cold , low  bow 
was about to  pass out.

L ord  N orm an flushed, turned  pale 
and stood fo r  a m om ent irresolu te, 
then he fo llow ed  him and put a 
hand on his shoulder.

" B e r t ie ! ”  he said.
" W e l l ? ”  said B ertie, and his face 

paled sternly under its bronze. " I  
have no desire to  hold  any con ver­
sation with y ou , L ord  N orm an .”

L ord  N orm an b it his lips.
"W h a t  does this m ean, B ertie ?”  

he said, gravely . "A h , I s e e !”
B ertie flushed.
"M y  m em ory appears to be a 

better one than yours, L ord N or­
m a n ,”  he sa id ; " a t  any rate, it is 
good  fo r  me to forget that a man 
who has acted as you  have done 
to an innocent and trusting lady, 
has lost the right to accost me or 
any honest m a n .”

"S to p — fo r  H eaven ’ s sa k e ! Com e 
with m e,”  said L ord  N orm an, 
qu ick ly , and teizing  his arm , he 
drew him into a retired  spot. “ B er­

tie, have you  n ot heard—have you 
seen none of the p a p ers?”

“ I  have just returned to  E ng­
la n d ,”  said B ertie, " a n d  have 
seen no papers, n or heard any 
scandal w h a tsoever ; that which I 
refer to —you r condu ct—happened 
before  I le ft, L ord  N orm an. But 
I am glad I have m et you  thus 
soon, as it affords me an op p ortu ­
nity of dem anding satisfaction  on 
behalf o f a  lady w hose name had 
not better  be m entioned, but who 
honors me with her fr ien d sh ip .”  

“ Satisfaction—y e s !”  said L ord  
N orm an, gravely  and qu ietly. "N o , 
there is no need to  m ention her 
n am e.”

H e paused a m om ent, then went 
on , his voice qu ivering a little .

“ B ertie—you  see, I still dare to 
call you  so— B ertie , if anything 
cou ld  strengthen the friendship  and 
respect I have fo r  you , these w ords 
you  have spoken, this greeting  you 
have exten ded  to  me w ould do i t ! 
Yes, B ertie , I  know  w hat you mean 
— the lady you  think I  have w ron g­
ed, to  whom — H eaven  forg ive  m e ! 
— I did all unintentionally , is my— 
is F loris C arlisle— my fu ture w ife !”  

B ertie stepped back, m ute with 
astonishm ent.

“ H ush, d on ’ t say a w o rd ,”  said 
L ord  N orm an, much agitated . 
“ W ait until I have told  you  the 
whole story , B e rtie .”

The two men rem ained in the 
qu iet corn er  for  half an hour.

A t first, am azem ent was the p re­
dom inant em otion  in B ertie ’ s heart, 
but this soon gave p lace to  relief 
and thankfulness.

“ Thank H e a v e n !”  he said, at 
last. “ B ruce, forg ive  m e ; and 
yet ’ ’

“ I scarcely  deserve forg iven ess; 
you  are right. I  believed , like a 
credu lou s foo l. B ut d on ’ t think I 
have escaped punishm ent; I have 
had enough o f that, B ertie, to  sat­
isfy even you . B ut com e and see 
F loris. I f  there was anything w ant­
ing to  com plete her happiness, you r 
presence w ill supply it— we have 
talked o f you  so much, o ld  fellow . 
H ow  did you  get hom e 1— not in ­
valid— not w ou n ded?”  and he lo o k ­
ed him over, anxiously .

"In v a lid , but n ot w oun ded ,”  
said B e r tie ; " b u t  I  am all right 
now. I  shall be able to dance at 
you r  w edding, B ru ce ,”  he said, 
with a faint flush. "W a it  a  m o­
rn nt, w ill y o u ? ”  he added, as L ord 
N orm an was fo r  taking him to 
F loris. "T h is  O scar R aym ond ; you 
rem em ber the man, o f co u rse ! See 
here, B ruce, I  d on ’ t w ant to  startle 
y ou , bu t I have news o f h im .”  

"N ew s o f O scar R a y m o n d !”  re ­
peated  L ord  N orm an, as if the name 
were difficult fo r  him  to  pronounce 
calm ly.

B ertie nodded  gravely .
"Y e s . I  cam e by the overland 

route, you  k n o w ; my d octor  in sist­
ed upon my m aking a round of it, 
anxious as I  was to  reach England. 
A t G enoa we stayed a t the ‘ Three
K eys’ H ote l ”

"Y e s , yes, I know it . ’
"T h e  n ight we stayed there a 

man was fou nd  dead in the room . 
H e was an Englishm an, there 
cou ld  be no d ou bt about that, but 
there was noth ing to  lead  to  his 
identification  exceptin g  a cigar case 
■with the in itials ‘O. R . ’ ”

L ord  N orm an started and bit his 
lip

"D id  you see it—the case. ’ 
" Y e s .”
" I t  was a  Russian leather case 

with the Christ church  arms on the 
back..”

" Y e s , ”  assented B ertie. “ Y ou  
know it ? ”

" I t  was one I  gave him when we 
were at co llege  tog e th er ,”  said 
L ord  N orm an, gravely . " Y o u  saw 
h im ?”

"Y e s , for  a m om ent. N ow  I 
know  of this strange story , I  re­
m em ber enough of the face to  trace 
a likeness, but this man' s hair was 
iron -gray— alm ost entirely  gray, I 
am su re .”

" I t  is the same man. G reat 
H eaven s! D ead so s o o n !”

"Y e s , and died by his own hand. 
W e found a bottle  o f ch lora l by the 
b e d s id e ; there was no d ou bt in the 
d o c to r ’ s mind. W e did all we could  
and I stayed and saw him buried. 
W hat did you  say, B ru ce ?”  for  
L ord  N orm an had m urm ured som e­
thing.

“ V engeance is m in e !”  he said 
aloud  and solem nly. “ D o n ’ t tell 
me any m ore, Bertie ; and— and— 
not a w ord to F loris. Com e to  her 
n ow .”

But B ertie held  back fo r  a m o­
m ent lon ger.

“ I  think I ’ ll ca ll in the m orning, 
B ru ce ,”  he said, in a low  voice, 
but a t that m om ent her voice  was 
heard behind them , and the next 
she had caught sight of him.

In an instant she brok e  from  the 
arm o f Sir Joseph, who accom pani­
ed  her, and cam e tow ard  Bertie, 
with outstretched  hands and glow ­
ing eyes.

“ A t la s t !”  she breathed , as he

held her hands, both  o f  them  ut­
terly  indifferent to  the people  
around them. “ A t la s t ! Oh, how  
glad I am ! H ow  I have lon ged  for  
you  to com e back ! H ow  glad, how 
glad I a m ! W here did you  find 
him, B ru ce? I t  on lv  wanted 
this ”

“ W hat did I  tell you , B e rtie ?”  
said L ord  N orm an, with quiet t r i ­
umph.

B ertie said nothing, not a word, 
but p roba b ly , like the parrot, he 
thought the m ore.

Certain  it is that from  that m o­
ment he becam e, indeed, a broth er 
to the beautifu l w om an, and that, 
though he never m arried and was 
a constant v isitor— m ore constant 
by a very grea t deal than brothers 
are— B ruce never fe lt the slightest 
tw inge o f jea lousy.

* * »  * #
(To be continu ed .)
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P O U L T R Y  K E E P IN G  F O R  BO YS.
The boy who is perm itted  to  em­

bark  in the pou ltry  business is b e ­
nefited in many ways. N ot only, is 
his m ind and tim e occu p ied , btffc he 
is given an ou tlet fo r  the latent 
qualities that aye' in him. H e at 
once becom es a fa ctor  in the w orld 
o f industry  and finance. H e be ­
com es interested in business m e­
thods and receives a  schooling that 
w ill help  to fit him fo r  the duties 
o f his la ter life . H e studies the 
best m ethods o f breed in g  and p ro ­
ducing stock and by a  system  gets 
the m ost profit ou t o f his invest­
ment. H e learns to w rite business 
letters, keep books, drive bargains, 
and by correspon den ce  and p erson ­
al con tact he learns the pecu li­
arities, whims and id iosyncrasies of 
p e o p lj generally . A ll this will 
prove valuable to  him in later 
years, when he is perhaps engaged 
in some m ercantile  or m anufactur­
ing business, or  even w orking for  
som e one else.

W hen you  start him out, give him 
fu ll ch a rg e ; have him understand 
that he is to  keep a strict and ac­
curate debit and cred it accoun t 
with his fow ls, and further that the 
profits o f the venture are to  be ­
long to him. I t  is a m istake to ex ­
pect a boy  to  do the w ork while 
others take the profits, and it is no 
w onder that he soon loses interest 
in the enterprise under such con d i­
tions. H e should be taught to con ­
duct his business along  business 
lines, keeping strict account of all 
receipts and expenditu res, cost o f 
production  in detail, so that he can 
know at any tim e ju st how the busi­
ness is paying. A fter he is once 
started give him to  understand 
that it is up to  him to  keep it g o ­
ing, en courage him in every way, 
but teach him  to  be self-reliant and 
independent. A dvise him when 
necessary at tim es and help  him in 
his correspon den ce , but do this 
simply as an adviser- and not as a 
d icta tor. I t  only takes a few  d o l­
lars to  start a boy in the poultry  
business. S tart him in a sm all way 
and le t him expand as circum stanc­
es w arrant.

T U B E R C U L O S IS  IN  C A TTLE.
T u bercu losis or  consum ption  in 

cattle  is an in fectious and com m u­
nicable disease know n by the form a­
tion  in the glands and other parts 
o f the body  o f sm all bunches called 
tubercles. I t  is from  these tu ber­
cles that the disease receives its 
nam e, T ubercu losis. The germ s of 
tubercu losis enter the body  by way 
ot the nostrils in the air breathed , 
or by way o f the m outh or  d iges­
tive tract in feed . As soon as the 
germ s enter the body they begin 
to  m ultiply, slowly but surely un­
til the entire body o f the anim al 
becom es a ffe c te d ; Buch animals 
spread the disease to  other anim als 
stabled with them  and calves or 
pigs consum ing milk from  a tu ber­
culosis cow  are  liab le  to  becomfe a f­
fected  as are human beings.

A ll germ  diseases, and especia l­
ly tuberculosis, are m ore liable to 
affect anim als that are in a run­
down cond ition , such as cow s a f­
flicted with in fectious abortion  or 
retained after birth , than those 
that are in a strong, healthy con d i­
tion , fo r  the reason that the anim al 
that lacks vitality  acts as a hot-bed 
for the germ s o f diseases to  p rop a ­
gate and m ultiply, while the h eal­
thy, strong  v igorou s anim al may 
ward off the disease to  som e extent.

T ubercu losis being largely  a 
house or stable disease due to  arti­
ficial life such as being housed ’or 
stabled, every  possible precaution  
should be taken to  preven t disease. 
One tu bercu lou s cow  in a  close,

fou l, h ot, badly  ventilated  stable t*'1 
liab le  to  in fect a ll o th er cattle  ia> 
the barn . T o preven t and guard: 
against disease, it is necessary to* 
m aintain absolute cleanliness. —< 
D r. D avid R oberts.

F A R M  N O TES.
W e think 100 bushels o f  unleached 

ashes enough fo r  alm ost any crop ,j 
and certain ly  upon a light loam  we 
w ould n ot use m ore, though cab ­
bages, potatoes and grass w ould 
not be hurt by m ore, and the heavy 
application  w ould last lon ger, but 
100 bushels to the acre w ould show 
its affect for  at least tw elve years 
afterw ard.

The farm er stands at the head o f 
the list o f long  livers. H e general­
ly has to  toil hard, bu t his w ork is 
ia the open air, and in an a lto ­
gether healthy environm ent. G ood  
digestion  with him w aits upon ap ­
petite, and he eats h eartily  o f  
w holesom e foo d , which nourishes 

his fram e and m akes good  red 
b lood . The dissipation  and vices 
of cities are unknown to  him, a l­
though he has his innocent p lea­
sures, and, ab ove  all, he is a man 
witn an ob ject in life.

I f  the farm er desires to  know how 
to  select g ood  c lover  seed he should 
learn to know  w eed seed as soon 
as he looks at it. Then if his eye­
sight is not good  enough to  d is­
tinguish it when it is am ong the 
c lover  seed, let him spend from  50 
cents upw ard fo r  a good  m agnify­
ing glass, and let him buy no clover 
and not much other seed until he 
h as exam ined it, and fou nd  it reas­
onably c lear o f  the w eed seeds. Tt 
may be hard to  find it perfectly  
pure, but there is no use in buy­
ing such seed as a sam ple sold in 
V erm on t last year, which had 50.- 

i 31C w eed seeds in a pound . The 
seeds o f plantain , sorre l, pigw eed, 
sm artw eed, curled  dock and thn 
fox ta il grass were the m ost abun­
dant in this lo t , and each o f them 
m ight pass for  c lover  ,<eed at first 
g lan ce, but can bo detected  under 
a m agnifying glass.

TH EY 0UNGGA MBLO.
He Had an Even Chance, But Fat# 

Was Against Him.
I remember one handsome young 

fellow whom I used to meet occasion­
ally on the staircase who captured 
my youthful fancy. I met him only 
at midday, as he did not rise till late, 
and this fact, with a certain scrupu­
lous elegance and neatness in his 
dress, ought to have made me su-pect 
that he was a gambler. In my inex­
perience it only invested him with a 
certain romantic mystery.

One morning as I was going out to 
my very early breakfast at a cheap 
Italian cafe on Long wharf I w’as 
surprised to find him also descending 
the staircase. He was scrupulously 
dressed even at that early hour, but 
I was struck by the fact that he was 
all in black, and his slight figure, bat- 
toned to the throat in a tightly-fitting 
frock coat, gave, I fancied, a singular 
melancholy to his pale southern free.

Nevertheless he greeted me w'ith 
more than his usual sereno cordiality, 
and I remembered that ho looked up 
with a half puzzled, half amused ex­
pression at the rosy morning sky as 
he walked a few steps with me down 
the deserted street. I could not help 
saying that I was astonished to see 
him up so early, and he admitted that 
it was a break in his usual habits, bat 
added, with a smiling significance I 
afterward remembered, that it was 
“ an even chance if he did it again.”

As we neared the street «orner a 
man in a buggy drove up impatiently. 
In  spite of the driver's evident haste 
my handsome acquaintanace got in 
leisurely and, lifting his glossy hat 
to me with a pleasant smile, was driv­
en away. I have a very lasting recol­
lection of his face and figure as tha 
buggy disappeared down the empty 
street. I never saw him again. It 
was not until a week later that I 
knew that an hour after he left me 
that morning he was lying dead in a 
little hollow behind thn Mission Do­
lores, shot through the heart in a 
duel for which he had arisen so early. 
—Bret Harte’s ‘ ‘Under tho Red­
woods."

The Old Wooden Warships.
A modern battleship is supposed to 

last twenty years. As a matter of 
fact, its real efficiency as a first-class 
fighting machine is less than half that 
period of time. Improvements are be­
ing made bo rapidly and constantly 
that ships are superseded often after 
having served only one or two com­
missions. It was otherwise in Nelson's 
time. The Victory, for example, was 
launched in 1765 and was therefore 
forty years old at the battle of Tra­
falgar, when she flew the admiral's 
flag and was accounted quite the fin­
est line of buttle ship in the British 
navy. And her cost, including her 
armament, was only about $600,000.- 
London Standard.
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“ N o, my dear b o y s ,”  said the 
new teacher. “ I  d o n ’ t approve of 
using a  strap”  (enthusiastic and 
lon g-con tin ued  applause). " N o , ”  
w ent on the gentlem an, when the 
noise subsided, “ I  am firmly con­
vinced that a stout cane is more 
e ffective .”


