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A Good Man Never Knows How Good

He Is Nor Stops to Learn

“Inasmuch as ye did it unto one
mof tho least of these ye did it unto
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THE S. S. LESSON

INTERNATIONAL LESSOR,

DEC. 26.

Lesson X IIl. The Birth of Christ.

Matt. 2. 1-12. Golden Text,

Matt. 1. 21.

Verse 1. Bethlehem of Judaea —
Tho home of David, five miles south
of Jerusalem, xxlso called Ephra-
thah (Mic. 5. 2). “Now a small
white town on a spur running out

east from the watershed.” The
supposed site of the nativity is
marked by what is probably the

oldest church in the world, the pil-
lars being those of the ancient Bas-
ilica erected by the mother of Con-
stantine the Great, about A. D.
330. Beneath is the Cave of the
Nativity. This is hewn in the rocks
and measures 38 by 11 feet. An in-
scription reads: “Here was born
Jesus Christ of the Virgin Mary.”
Rock-cut caves for cattle are com-
mon in the Hebron hills.

Herod the king—Tho Herods were

Jdumeans, but the father of tnis
Herod (the Great) had embraced
the Jewish religion, and by Julius

Caesar had been made procurator
of Judaea in B. C. 47. Hence
Herod the Great was brought up a

Jew. He was made king of Judaea
at the instigation of Antony ia B.
C. 40. He began his rule with great

rigor aud cruelty, and to the end
was vengeful and implacable. His
thirst for blood led to the mur-
der of his wife and two sons. His
chief distinction was the building
of the temple. He died in B. C.
4

Wise-men—Same word found in
Acts 13. 6, 8. But here used in a
good sense for a sacerdotal class
among the Persian, Babylonian,
and other Oriental nations, who
“read men’'s destines on the face
o! the skies,” and were in great
favor “in an age when religion
was dead and superstition had
usurped its place.” These astrolo-
gers had large influence, not only
with the common people, but with
statesmen and kings (llian. 2. 48).
Tradition says there were three of
these wizards, and their names
were, Caspar, Melchior, and Bal-
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thasar. But this is unfounded.
Came to Jerusalem—Naturally,
as it was the capital.

2. Born King of the Jews — The
appearance of the strange star
would betoken a royal birth, and
they must have known of the widely
cherished Jewish expectation, and
would learn from the prophecies
that the hope of a Messiah center-
ed in Judaea.

To worship
verse 11.

3. Herod . was troubled—He
was now an old m*n in .his dotage.
He had gained his throne by craft,
through the favor of Rome, and had
kept it by bloody cruelty. From
the beginning of his reign he had
been pursued- by a dread of being
deposed, and only shortly before
this a plot for his overtnrow grew
out of a prediction that the Mes-
siah was to drive him from the

him—See note on

throne. Herod had put down this
revolt with blood.

All Jerusalem with him — The
people knew what was likely to

happen when Herod was seized with
a fit of jealousy. Already he had
shed blood in his own home on ac-
count of his suspicions, and he had
begun his reign by Kkilling off the
entire Sanhedrin, whose members
were hostile to him. His malig-
nancy would know no bounds when
he heard of a new king of the Jews
being born.

4. Gathering chief priests
and scribes—Herod had reconsti-
tuted this august body, but in a
way pleasing to himself. But they

wtre the chief theologians of the
nation, and the recognized author-
ity on such questions a; to where
the Christ should be born.

The Christ—The word has a two-
fold meaning. First, Jesus is King,
sitting on the throne as God’'s
anointed. Secondly, He is the
Person through whom Uod’'s king-
dom comes, and God's promises are
fulfilled (Denney, in Jesus and the
Gospel).

5 The prophet—Micah.

6. Bethlehem was the birthplace
of David and his home in the shep-
1.id days; and as such was dear
to the peasant heart, for it linked
the coming Messiah with the life
of the lowly. Their governor was
to be a shepherd, not such a one
a* the tyrant nobles who oppressed
them at Jerusalem. The quotation
iu- not an accurate translation of
either the Hebrew or Greek, but
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7. Exactly what time the star ap-
peared—In order that he might
know how old the child was. The
wise men appeared in Jerusalem
about two years after setting out.

8. Exactly—Not the repetition,
indicating the old king’'s solicitude
lest any oversight should rob him
of his prey.

That | also may come and wor-
ship him—A thinly disguised pre-
text. which shows that Herod’s
passion had dulled the far-seeing
wisdom displayed by him in the ear-
lier part of his reign.

9. Tho star . . . went before them
—A poetical way of saying that the
wise men were guided in their
course by the position of the star.

11. They came into the house—It
must be remembered that Jesus
had been taken up to Jerusalem
when six weeks of age, for the puri-
fication (Luke 2. 22) was over and
a sacrifice must lie offered. Then
the family returned to Bethlehem,
and, the crowds of the enrollment
(Luke 2. 1-7) having departed, it
would be easy to get accommoda-
tion. They seem to have intended
to settle there permanently. The
enforced flight into Egypt prevent-
ed.

Fell down and worshipped him—
The usual method of paying hom-
age to a ruler. The worship of
these men, however, must have
had something of religious devo-
tion in it, in view of the fact that
before them was God’'s guarantee
of the fulfillment of his work.

Offered unto him gifts—In the
East the custom still is not to ap-
proach a monarch without some
gift. It is fitting that Christ should
have the rarest gifts. The ancient
interpreters saw in these particu-
lar presents, symbols—the gold, of
royalty; frankincense, of Deity;
myrrh, of his Passion (John 19. 09).

in popular

12. In a dream—The Magi were
versed in the wunderstanding of
dreams.

Should not return to Herod—
Who, thereupon, sought to carry
out his brutal schemes regardless.

MISFORTUNE DOGGED HIM.

A lady who prides herself on be-
ing an ideal hostess, received a
nasty set back at her last party

“I'm so glad you've come,” siie
said to a young man who ariveld
late. “Has your brother come
too?”

“Ho sent his apologies,” said tte

late arrival. “You see we have so
many engagements just now, so we
tossed up to see who should have
the pleasure of coming to-night.”

“Very good of you,” said the
hostess, who felt quite flattered.
“What a brilliant idea, too! And,
of course, you won 1"

“No,” answered tho young man
unthinkingly, "1 lost.”
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There is no other medicine for
little ones as safe as Baby’'s Own
Tablets, or so sure, in its beneficial
effects. These Tablets speedily
cure stomach and bowel troubles,
destroy worms, break up colds,
thus preventing deadly croup, al-
lay simple fevers, and bring the
little teeth through painlessly.
Mrs. C. A. Weaver, Saskatchewan
Landing, Sask., says:—*“1 have
used Baby’'s Own Tablets for my
little one in cases of colds, stomach
and bowel troubles, and other min-
or ailments, and have never known'
them to fail in speedily restoring
the child's health. I think there
is no medicine for babies like the
Tablets.” Sold by medicine dea-
lers or by mail at 25 cents a box
from The Dr. Williams’' Medicine
Co,. Brockville, Ont.

It takes a genius to invent a talc'
that his wife will believe.
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KING EDKARD’S HOUSES.

Has So Many That He Lends Thera
to Save Expense of Upkeep.
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Wet Sqrifies a Niris?

Strong—The Blacksmith Weeks—The Drug Clerk

Bawld—The Barber Cioath—The Hair Tonic Man
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The Hospital fer
toronto. . Sick GhiMree

torohto.

Tlsat Every Sick Child
IHLIffUtfJUI ia Ontario Wkose Par-

ents Cannot Afford to Pay for Treat

of Tedk— meat is treated Fres.
the

The Hsspital for Srok Children had la- -
year iti its cots and beds 1,155 patients—
28 of these were
from *%67 places ir
i-he Province. Sixfcy
five per cent, wen
children of pooi
peojste  who conlr
not afiord to pay.
Since its organ?zk
tien fho Institution
two club foot casjes has treated 1*5,615
in children ; 11,550 oi
these unable to pay and wwe treated free.
If you know of
any child in your
neighborhood w ho
is sick or has any
deformity send the
name of th© parent
to the Secretary.
The Hospital for
Sick Children *<not
a local but a gr<
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Just think of it—Your money can help
the Hospital to do the greed work of
straightening the ereohed limbs and club
feet of little children. Ptease help ub.

Pistes® Send CtontFS&mfcloEisto J, Ros«
E«b*rtson, G"aipiBaa, ©p to
EtetvIS€s.-Tp®aa, Th© Hospital
foi*£&ek O hildrec, Coilog:® St., Toronto.
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