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P U N I S H M E N T

C H A P T E R  X X I X .—  (C o n t ’ d )

F iv e  m in u tes  p a ssed , a n d  th en  he 
ro se  a n d  b e g a n  to  p a ce  u p  and  
d o w n . T h e  b a lco n y  ra n  th o len g th  
o f  th e  housfl, a n d , m a k in g  a  tu rn , 
r e a c h e d ,th e  h ea d  o f  th e  s ta ircase  
le a d in g  to  th e  s tre e t .

T h e  c ity  lo o k e d  so b e a u t ifu l th a t 
h e  fe lt  tem p ted  to  a s tr o l l . H e  g o t  
h is  h a t fro m  th e ro o m , a n d  p a ss in g  
a lo n g  th e b a lc o n y  w e n t d ow n  the 
s tep s  in to  th e  s tre e t .

T en  m in u tes  a fte r  h e  h a d  g o n e , 
a  ta ll  fig u re , a  d u p lic a te  o f  h is, 
s te p p e d  o u t  fro m  o n e  o f  th e room s 
o n  th e sam e f lo o r , a n d , w a lk in g  to  
th e  sp o t w h ere  h e h ad  sa t, w e n t to  
th e  ra il an d  le a n e d  o v e r .

A s h e d id  so , L a d y  B la n ch e  cam e 
th ro u g h  th e  w in d ow  w ith  th e le tte r  
she h ad  w r itte n  in  h e r  h an d .

“ B ru ce , I  h av e  w r itte n  m y le t te r . 
S h a ll w e g o  a n d  p o s t  it  ? A  w a lk  
w o u ld  b e  b e a u t ifu l n o w , it  is so  c o o l 
a n d  p le a sa n t. B ru ce , a re  y o u  
a s le e p ? ”  a n d  she w en t u p  so ft ly  
b eh in d  h im  a n d  to u ch e d  h is arm .

T h e  m an tu rn e d  ro u n d  s low ly  an d  
ra ised  h is h a t , th e m o o n lig h t  fa l l ­
in g  u p on  h is  w an  a n d  h a g g a rd  
fa c e .

L a d y  B la n ch e  s ta g g e re d  an d  
c lu tch e d  th e  ra il w ith  on e  h an d  
w h ile  th e  o th e r  flew  to  h e r  h ea rt.

" O s c a r  R a y m o n d !”  she b r e a th ­
e d , w ith  ashy  lip s . “ O sca r  R a y ­
m on d  !”

L o r d  N orm a n  s to o d  fo r  a  m om en t 
a t  th e b o tto m  o f  th e  s tep s , then  
a im less ly  tu rn e d  to  th e  r ig h t and  
s a u n te re d  a lo n g  th e  q u ie t  s tree t .

T h e  b e a u ty  o f  the c ity , hushed  
ia  th e seren e  ra y s  o f  th e  m oon , 
to u ch e d  h im  w ith  a p en s iv e  sadn ess 
a n d  re ca lle d  th e p a st w ith  a  p e c u ­
l ia r  p o ig n a n cy .

H e  w as to  b e  m a rr ie d  to  L a d y  
B la n ch e  in  tw o  o r  th ree  w eek s , by 
w h ich  tim e  th ey  e x p e c te d  to  rea ch  
P a r is  in th e ir  w a n d e r in g s ; b u t  if  
a n y  o n e  h a d  s to p p e d  h im  a n d  a sk ­
ed  h im  w hy h e w as m a rr y in g  h er, 
h e  w o u ld  h av e  b een  p u zz le d  to  find 
a  g o o d  a n d  su fficien t rea son .

A fte r  the re c o v e r y  fro m  th e  shock  
o f  F lo r is ’ su p p o se d  b a s e n e s s , he 

h a d  d e c la r e d  th a t h e w o u ld  n ever 
’ a g a in  lo o k  u p on  a w om an  w ith  the 
e y e s  o f  k in d n ess , w o u ld  liv e  an d  
d ie  h a t in g  a n d  a v o id in g  h er  sex .

F o r  w eek s h e h ad  k e p t  h im se lf 
s e c lu d e d  fro m  th e w o r ld , h a d  shut 
h im se lf up a n d  y ie ld e d  to  th e  b it ­
te rn e ss  a n d  g r ie f  w hich  th e d e s tru c ­
tion  o f  h is fa ith  in  h is  b e a u tifu l 
g ir l - lo v e  h a d  ca u sed  h im .

, B u t m en o f  L o r d  N o r m a n ’ s class  
c a n n o t  rem ain  in  se c lu sion  lon g . 
T h ey  h ave  d u ties  to  p e r fo r m  w hich  
m ay n o t b e  n e g le c te d , a n d  g r a d u ­
a lly  he e m erg ed  fro m  h is re t ir e ­
m en t a n d  w as seen  in h is  o ld  w o r ld  
a g a in — th e  w o r ld  o f  th e  c lu b s  and  
“ th e shady side  o f  P a ll  M a ll .”

L a d y  B la n ch e  p la y e d  a w a itin g  
g a m e , an d  h e r  re w a rd  ca m e in  due 
sea son .

O n e  e v e n in g , in  th e m id st o f  a 
s o n g  she w as s in g in g  w h ile  h e w as 
lo u n g in g  in  th e g la ssh ou se  w ith in  
h e a r in g  th e  son g  ca m e to  an  a b ru p t 
s to p .

H e  tu rn e d  to  see th e ca u se , an d  
saw th a t h er  h e a d  h ad  d r o p p e d  on 
h er  h an d s , as if  she h ad  b ro k e n  
d o w n .

H e  flun g  h is  c ig a r  aw ay  an d  w ent 
q u ick ly  to  h er .

“ W h a t is th e  m a tte r , B la n c h e ? ”  
h e a sk e d .

S h e  lo o k e d  u p  a n d  tr ie d  to  sm ile , 
a.3 if a sh a m ed  a n d  a n n o y e d .

“ N o th in g , n o th in g  a t a ll , B r u c e ,”  
she sa id , w ip in g  h e r  eyes . “ I  fe lt  
r a th e r  lo w -sp ir ite d , th a t w as all. 
E e ry th in g  seem s to  g o  w ro n g  and  
a t  c ro s s -p u r p o s e s , d o e s n ’ t i t ?  G o  
b a ck  to  y o u r  c ig a r , Br.'sce, a n d  I ’ ll 
p la y  som eth in g  e x cru c ia t in g ly  liv e ­
l y . ”

“ D o  n o t , ”  he sa id .
T h en  h e s to o d  still a n d  lo o k e d  

d ow n  a t h e r .
H e  k n ew  th a t she lo v e d  h im ; she 

w as b e a u t ifu l— a w om a n  o f  w hom  
a n y  m an  m igh t w e ll be  p r o u d .

I t  w as n ecessa ry  th a t he sh ou ld  
m a rry , u n less  h e w ish ed  the o ld  
t i t le  h e  b o r «  to  d ie  ou t.

W h y  n o t  she as w e ll as any 
o th e r ?  In  tim e , h e to ld  h im se lf, 
w ith  a sw ift p a n g — he sh ou ld  fo r g e t  
F lo r is , sh ou ld  lea rn  to  lo v e  
B la n ch e .

H e  m ad e up h is m ind  in a m o ­
m en t as h e s to o d  th ere .

“ B la n c h e ,”  he sa id , la y in g  his 
h a n d  g e n tly  on  h er  s h o u ld e r , “ w ill
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F o r  a  m on len t th e c o lo r  le f t  h er 
fa c e , an d  h er  h e a r t  seem ed  to  stan d  
s till . I t  h ad  com e  a t la st.

“ B e  m y w ife , B la n c h e ,”  he said ' 
g e n t ly , “ a n d  I  w ill try  to  m ak e y ou  
h a p p y .”

S h e tu rn e d  h e r  fa c e  u p on  h im  
and lo o k e d  a t  h im  w ith  a ll h er  sou l 
in  h er  eyes .

“ A h , B ru ce , y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  to  
try  such  a  v e ry  l it t le . A h , y ou  
k n ow — y ou  k n o w .”

T h en  he b e n t  a n d  k issed  h e r , and  
she p u t  h e r  a rm s ro u n d  h is  n eck  
an d  d rew  h im  d ow n  to  h e r  in  a  p a s­
s ion a te  e m b ra ce .

A n d  so she h a d  w on  h im  a t la st. 
She w as to o  c le v e r  to  re s t a ssu red  
on a fa lse  se cu r ity .

W h ile  B ru ce  w as in  E n g la n d  he 
m ig h t m e e t F lo r is  C a r lis le  a t any 
h o u r , e x p la n a t io n s  m ig h t en su e , 
a n d -------

S he p e r su a d e d  h im  to  ta k e  h er , 
L o r d  S e y m o u r  a cco m p a n y in g  them , 
on  a co n t in e n ta l tr ip .

“ W e  can  b e  m a rr ie d  a t  P a r is , 
B ru ce . I  h a te  L o n d o n . L e t  us be 
m a rr ie d  a t P a r is .”  „

H e  h ad  c o n se n te d , as he w ou ld  
h av e  d o n e  if  she h a d  a sk ed  h im  to 
ta k e  h er  to  T im b u cto o  ; a n d  so h ere  
th ey  w e re  in F lo r e n c e , a n d  in  a
few  w eek s  th ey  w e re  to  b e  m a r ­
r ied .

L o r d  N o rm a n  s a u n te re d  on , 
th in k in g  o f  it  a ll, w a n d e r in g  m en ­
ta lly  b a ck  to  th e  o ld  d a y s  w hen
F lo r is  w as a t  h is s id e , a n d  he had
so o fte n  tr ie d  to  p e rsu a d e  h e r  to  
n am e th e day  fo r  th e ir  u n ion . She 
h ad  a lw a y s  p u t h im  off.

“ She lo v e d  B e r t ie  a ll the tim e , 
p o o r  g i r l , ”  h e  th o u g h t b it te r ly , as 
he s to p p e d  an d  lo o k e d  a t che r iv er , 
le a n in g  on  th e b r id g e , a ll u n co n ­
s c io u s ly , w h ere  F lo r is  so  o ften  
sto o d . “ P o o r  g ir l ,  w hy d id  she d e ­
ce iv e  m e ? W h y  d id  she n o t  com e 
to  m e and  say , ‘ B ru ce , I  d o  n o t 
lo v e  y o u  ; I  find  th a t m y h e a r t  is 
n o t g iv en  to  y o u  ; I  lo v e  B e r t ie  V 
H e a v e n  k n ow s I  w o u ld  h av e  le t  g o  
w ith o u t a s in g le  h a rd  th ou g h t.

H e  lit  a n o th e r  c ig a r , a n d  tu rn e d  
fro m  th e  b r id g e .

P r e se n tly  h e h e a rd  th e  sou n d  o f  
a p ia n o . I t  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  a t t r a c t ­
ed  h is a tte n t io n — fo r  it  w as n o t  th e 
first p ia n o  he h ad  h e a rd  th a t  n igh t 
— b u t th e re  w as som eth in g  in  th e 
a ir  th a t seem ed  fa m ilia r .

W h a t w as it  ? A  v o ice  n ow  rose , 
a  v e ry  s o lt , p r e tty  v o ic e , a n d  a c ­
co m p a n ie d  th o  p ia n o . H e  co u ld  
n ot ca tch  the w o rd s , a n d  y e t , a l­
m ost u n co n sc io u s ly , h e  fo u n d  h im ­
se lf su p p ly in g  t h e m ! W h a t w ere  
th e y ?  S u re ly  h e  h ad  h e a rd  them  
sun g  to  th is  t u n e !

“ M y sw eet g ir l - lo v e , w ith  frank- 
g ra y  eyes ,

T h ou g h  y e a rs  h ave  p a ssed , I  see 
y ou  still ,

T h e re  w h ere  y o u  s to o d  b e s id e  th e 
m ill,

B en eath  the b r ig h t a u tu m n a l sk ies. 
L ow  o ’ e r  th e  m a rsh  th e cu r lew  

flew ,
T h e  m av is  sa n g  u p o n  th e b ou g h . 
O h, lo v e , d e a r  lo v e , m y h e a r t  w as 

tru e .
It  b ea ts  as t r u ly , fo n d ly , n ow , 
T h ou g h  y e a rs  h ave  p a sse d , I  lo v e  

you  y e t ;
D c  y ou  still rem em b er , o r  d o  y o u  

f o r g e t ? ”

W h ere  h ad  he h e a rd  th em  ? T h ey 
w e re  th e v erses  F lo r is  h ad  su n g  to  
B e rt ie  on e  m o r n in g — th e  m o rn in g  
o f  th e fa n cy  f a i r !  A  p a n g  shot 
th ro u g h  h is  h e a r t ; in  h is  m in d ’ s 
eyes  h e saw h er  as  she lo o k e d  th at 
d a y , so fa ir  a n d  b r ig h t  a n d  g i r l i s h !

H e  lo o k e d  u p  a t  th e  h ou se . It 
w as a  v illa  a lm o s t  s h ro u d e d  by  
t r e e s ; th ere  w as a lig h t b u r n in g  in 
the w in d ow  on  th e  g ro u n d  floo r , 
a n d  th ro u g h  th e  o p e n  w in d ow  
ca m e th e  sou n d  o f  th e  p ia n o  an d  
the v o ice .

A  few  m in u tes  p a ssed , a n d  he 
w as a b o u t  to  g o  on  h is w ay w hen 
h e h ea rd  a  lig h t  s tep  b e h in d  him . 
S om e on e  h ad  com e fro m  th e  h ou se  
in to  th e g a rd e n , te m p te d  in to  the 
n ig h t a ir  b y  th e m o o n lig h t . H e 
w o n d e re d  v a g u e ly  w h eth er  it  w as 
the u n k n ow n  s in g er.

T h e  step s  cam e n e a r e r , a n d  the 
ta ll , slim  fig u re  o f  a  g ir l  ca m e s lo w ­
ly  d ow n  to  th e g a te  a n d  s to o d  b e ­
h in d  it , so n ea r  th a t h e c o u ld  h ave 
to u ch e d  h er  w ith  h is h an d , b u t he 
co u ld  n o t  see h er  fa ce .

S o  th ere  she s to o d  w ith in  reach  
o f  h im , a ll u n con sc iou s  o f  h is  p r o x i ­
m ity .

She s to o d  f o r  a  m o m e n t a n d  th en  
tu rn e d , b u t  a t  th a t  in sta n t a lo n g ­
in g  to  see h e r  fa c e  w h ich  h ad  fa l ­
len  u p on  L o r d  N o rm a n , b eca m e  ir ­
res is tib le .

H e  ro se  to  h is  fu l l  h e ig h t an d  
tu rn e d  to  the g a te .

H e  k n ew  h e r  a t  o n ce , a n d  h is 
h e a r t  seem ed  to  s ta n d  still.

I f  it h ad  b e e n  to  sa ve  h is  li fe  he 
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  re s is te d  sp ea k in g  
h er  nam e.

“ F lo r i s ! ”  h e sa id , s o ft ly , y e t  in 
a to n e  o f  in ten se  fe e lin g .

S he h ea rd  h im , a n d  u tte r in g  a  
fa in t  c ry , p u t h e r  h a n d  to  h er  h e a r t , 
b u t  she d id  n o t  tu rn  h e r  h ead .

P e r h a p s  —  w h o  k n ow s  ? —  she 
th o u g h t th a t it  w as a  tr ic k  o f  h er  
im a g in a t io n .

H o w  o fte n  in  h er  d rea m s  h ad  she 
h eard  h im  ca ll h e r  t h u s ! In  h er  
d r e a m s !

“ F lo r i s ! ”  h e sa id  a g a in .
T h en  she tu rn e d  h e r  w h ite  fa ce  

an d  lo o k e d  a t h im .
F o r  a m in u te  th ey  lo o k e d  in to  

ea ch  o t h e r ’ s ey es , as if  th ey  w ere 
b o th  lo o k in g  a t th e  g h o sts  o f  th e ir  
d e a d  se lves .

T h en  she saw  it  w as in d e e d  h e , 
a n d  w ith  a lo w  c r y  o f  p a in — a ctu a l 
p a in — she c o v e r e d  h er  fa c e  w ith  h er 
h a jids .

H e  set h is te e th . H e  m isu n d e r ­
s to o d  th e  g e s tu re , an d  to o k  it  fo r  
on e o f  g u ilt  a n d  rem orse .

“ F lo r is ,”  h e  sa id  in a lo w  v o ic e , 
“ is it  in d e e d  y o u ?  A r e  y o u  a fra id  
o f  m e ? ”

C H A P T E R  X X X .

H e r  h an d s  d r o p p e d  fro m  h e r  fa c e , 
a n d  she sh ook  h er  h ea d , h er  g r e a t  
eyes  fix ed  on  h im  w ith  a  w istfu l 
y e a rn in g .

“ W ill  y o u  sp ea k  to  m e ? ”  he sa id , 
h o ld in g  th e  g a te  w ith  h is  h o t 
h an d s, h is h e a r t  b e a t in g  fa s t . “ Y ou  
a re  n o t  a fr a id  o f  m e ! Y o u  h ave  
n o  n e e d  to  b e ! S p ea k  to  m e, 
F lo r i s ! ”

S h e  o p e n e d  h e r  lip s— th e lip s  he 
h ad  k issed .

“ N o ;  I  am  n o t  a fr a id ,”  she m u r­
m u red , a n d  h er  v o ic e  so u n d e d  to  
h im  lik e  a  g h o s t ’ s. “ H o w  —  w hy 
d id  y o u  com -' h e r e ? ”  a n d  she lo o k ­
ed  a ro u n d .

“ I  am  s ta y in g  h e re , in  F lo r e n c e ,”  
he sa id , w ith  a v o ice  th a t sh ook  
fro m  a g ita t io n . “ I  d id  n ot
k n ow  ”

“ Y o u  d id  n o t  k n ow  th a t I  w as 
h e r e ,”  she fin ish ed  fo r  h im , “ o r  
y o u  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  c o m e .”

“ N o ;  I  sh ou ld  n o t  h av e  c o m e ! 
N o  ! A n d  y e t  I  am  n o t  so rry  th a t 
I  h av e  seen  y o u !”

A  p a u se  f o r  a m om en t. She 
co u ld  n o t  sum m on  s tre n g th  en ou g h  
to  le a v e  h im . H is  ey es— so w ist­
fu l, so sad , so re p ro a ch fu l —  h e ld  
h e r  as b y  a ch a rm .

“ H a v e  y o u — b een  i l l ? ”  h e a sk ed , 
su d d en ly , a lm o st g e n tly .

S he sh ook  h er  h ea d .
“ W h y  d o  y o u  w e a r  th a t b la ck  

d r e s s ? ”  he ask ed .
“ M y m o th e r  ”  she fa lte re d .
H e  h u n g  h is h ead .
“ I  d id  n o t  k n ow . WThy d id  y ou  

n o t  te l l— b u t  w hy sh o u ld  y o u ?  A n d  
y o u  a re  n o t  i l l ? ”

“ N o . ”
“ A n d — a n d — y o u  a r e  h a p p y ? ”  he 

co n tin u e d , h o a rse ly .
T he lo o k  o f  r e p ro a ch , o f  a n g e lic  

sad n ess  th a t sh on e  fro m  h er  dark  
eyes  to  h is sou l.

H e  s igh ed — it w as a lm o st a  g ro a n . 
“ H a s  h e t ir e d  o f  y o u  a lr e a d y !”  

he sa id , h oa rse ly . “ G re a t  H e a v ­
en  ! is it  p o ss ib le  ? F lo r is , I  c o u ld  
a lm ost w ish  th a t I h ad  n o t  seen
y o u  !— a n d  yet--------”

T w o  te a rs  g a th e re d  in h e r  eyes 
an d  fe ll  s low ly  on  h e r  ch eek . The 
sigh t o f  th em  to r tu r e d  him .

“ F o r  H e a v e n ’ s sake , d o n ’ t c ry  !”  
ha sa id , h a s t i ly ;  “ th e — th e p a st is 
o v e r  an d  d o n e  w ith . I — I am  s o r ­
ry  y o u  a r e  n o t  h a p p y . O h , H e a v ­
en  ! to  see y o u  sta n d in g  th ere  an d  
to  k n ow  th e  g u lf  th a t d iv id es  us. 
F lo r is — F lo r is , w hy d id  y o u  d o  i t ? ”  

S he lo o k e d  a t  h im  w ith  tr o u b le d , 
w o n d e r in g  q u e st io n in g .

“ W h y  d id  y o u , F lo r is ?  H eav en  
— w hy d id  y o u  n o t te l l m e— w hy 
d id  y o u  n o t  com e  to  m e a n d — and 
— b u t to  g o  lik e  th a t, w ith ou t a 
w o r d !  D id  y o i  w a n t to  b re a k  my 
h e a r t— w e re  y o u  q u ite  h ea rtless , 
F lo r is  ?”

S he lo o k e d  a t h im  as if  she co u ld  
n o t b e lie v e  h e r  sen ses , an d  on e  
w h ite  h a n d  w en t to  h er  fo re h e a d  
tr e m b lin g ly .

“ I  d o  n o t u n d e r s ta n d ! W h y  do 
y o u  sp ea k  to  m e lik e  th is  ?— w hy d o  
y ou  ask m e th ese  q u e s t io n s ?  Oh, 
it  is c ru e l, c ru e l, k n ow in g  how  
w ick ed  y o u  h ave  b e e n — h ow  h a rd  
an d  h e a r tle ss  y o u r s e l f ! ”

“ I ! ”  h e sa id , in  a m a z e m e n t; a n d  
in  h is e a g e rn e ss  an d  e x c ite m e n t he 
p u sh ed  th e  g a te  op en  ; b u t , as she 
shran k  b a ck , he t o o  s tep p ed  b a ck  
an d  c lo s e d  it a g a in . “ I ! ”

“ O h , d o  n o t  m ock  m e ,”  she a l­
m ost w a iled . “ I  d o  n o t  w a n t y ou  
to  say th a t y o u  a re  s o r r y ; I  d id  
n ot w ish  to  see y o u  ; I  y a s  le a r n ­
in g  to  fo r g e t  ”

H e r  v o ice  fa lte re d  a n d  b ro k e .

“ Forget 1”  he echoed, almost 
f ie rce ly . “ You ca n  ta lk  o f  f o r g e t ­
tin g  to  m e ! D o  y o u  th in k  th a t any 
hum an  b e in g , h o w e v e r  ca llo u s , can  
fo r g e t  a n o th e r  she has so w ro n g e d  
as y o u  h av e  w ro n g e d  m e ? ”

“ W r o n g e d  y o u ! ”  she c r ie d , in a 
low  v o ic e , “ w ro n g e d  y o u !  I ?  O h, 
B ru ce , B r u c e ! ”

“ Y e s , c r u e lly , fo u lly  w ro n g e d  
m e ! ”  h e sa id , p a ss io n a te ly . “ D id  
e v e r  m an  lo v e  a  w om a n  m ore  d e a r ­
i l /  th an  I  lo v e d  y o u  ? A n d  y o u  stole  
a w a y  fr o m  m e, j i lte d  m e w ith ou t 
a w o rd  o f  w a rn in g — o n e  w o r d  o f 
rem orse  o r  p e n ite n ce  ! I f  I  d id  n ot 
lo v e  y o u , I  c o u ld  s tr ik e  y o u  d ow n  
a t m y f e e t - n o w .”

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

A  S E R IE S  OF Q U E S T I  )NS
W h y  is it , w hen  th e  p r o o f  is o v e r ­

w h e lm in g , th a t th e  h e ife rs  fro m  a 
re g is te re d  b u ll a re  w o rth  a th ird  
m o re  in  th e co w  m a rk e t , th a t  a 
g ra d e d -u p  h e rd  is tw ice  as p ro d u e  
tiv e  in  m ilk , th a t a  g r e a t  m a jo r ity  
o f  fa rm e rs  ow n in g  cow s , w ith  eves  
in  th e ir  h ead s to  see th ese  th in gs , 
w ill still p e rs is t  in  u sin g  a  ch ea p  
g ra d e  o r  s cru b  b u ll  w o rth  p oss ib ly  
fo r  b e e f  $25 o r  $30 ?

W h y  is it , w ith  p r o o f  on  every  
h an d  to  con firm  it , i;hat ii’ is w ir lh  
w h ile  to  fe e d  a g o o d  now  a ll she 
w ill e a t o f  a  w e ll-b a la n ce d  ra tion  
w ith  m ilk , b u t te r  a n d  ch eese  at 
p re se n t p r i c e s ; th a t  y o u  w ill find  a 
h ost o f  fa rm e rs  w ho b e lie v e  th a t 
th ey  w ill lo se  m on ey  if  th ey  feed  
such  a cow  a  l ib e r a l g ra in  ra tio n  ?

W h y  is it , w hen  any com m on  
m in d  c o u ld  ea s ily  re a so n  to  it  th a t 
a co w  n eed s  ju s t as g o o d  a ir  as the 
m en  an d  w om en  d o , th a t fa rm e rs  
shut up a s ta b le  o f  cow s  w ith  a ll 
th e ir  m a n u res  a n d  u r in e  a b o u t 
th em , w  th o u t a  su p p ly  o f  fre sh  a ir  
and  p r o c e e d  d e lib e r a te ly  to  p o ison  
th e ir  co w s  to  d ea th  ?

W h y  is it , w hen  it  m u st b e  a p p a r ­
e n t b e fo r e  th e ir  eyes  e v e ry  d a y , 
th a t th e fa r m e rs  w h o  a re  m ost in ­
te l lig e n t  a re  th e  m ost p r o sp e ro u s , 
th a t so la r g e  a p r o p o r t io n  o f  m en 
w h o  k e e p  cow s  w ill n o t  rea d  o r  
ta k e  an y  p a in s  to  in fo rm  th em ­
selves  on  th is  d a iry  q u estion  ? W h y  
d o  such  m en  p r e fe r  to  be  ig n o ra n t 
ra th e r  th an  in te llig e n t?

W h y  is it , th a t, w hen  th ou sa n d s  
u p on  th ou sa n d s  o f  fa rm e rs  use s ilos  
an d  d e c la r e  co n sta n tly  th a t  the 
silo  is  a m on e y -m tk in g  th in g , it  is 
so h a rd  to  c o n v in c e  a  la rg e  p o r tio n  
o f  o th e r  fa r m e rs  th a t it  w o u ld  b e  a 
w ise  th in g  fo r  th em  if  th ey  b u ilt  a 
s ilo  1

W h y  is it , th a t a  g r e a t  p r o p o r ­
tion  o f  fa rm e rs  w ill p ers is t  in fe e d ­
in g  o a ts  w o rth  $23 a to n , an d  corn  
w o rth  th e sam e, w hen  th ey  cou ld  
sell th e g ra in  a n d  b u y  a b e tte r  feed  
th a t w ill p r o d u c e  a  q u a r te r  to  a 
th ird  m o re  m ilk , fo r  a m u ch  less 
p r o p o r t io n  in  p r ice  ?

W h y  is it  th a t  so m an y  fa rm e rs  
w ill still use th e  d ir ty , u n c o m fo r t ­
a b le  r ig id  o ld  s ta n ch ion  w ith  a ll 
th e d a n g e r  o f  in ju ry  to  the cow  
s te p p in g  on  th e  te a ts  a n d  u d d e r  o f  
th e n e x t  cow  w hen  she is  la y in g  
d ow n  ?

W h y  is  it , th a t so few  fa rm ers  
w ill p u t  in  th e  K in g  system  o f  v e n ­
t i la t io n  in  th e ir  s ta b les  an d  m ore  
w ill p e rs is t  in b u ild in g  new  b a rn s  
a n d  sta b les  w ith  n o  p r o v is io n  w h a t­
e v e r  fo r  such  a system  o f  v e n t ila ­
tion  w hen  it  w ou ld  b e  v e ry  easy  to  
p r o v id e  th is a lm ost in d isp en s ib le  
th in g  fo r  the h ea lth  a n d  in crea sed  
e ffic ien cy  o f  th e c a t t le ?

W h y is it , th a t it  is so h a rd  and  
such  slow  w o rk  in  g e t t in g  fa rm ers  
to  ta k e  e sp e c ia l p a in s  to  p r o d u c e  
c le a n , sw eet c re a m  fo r  th e cre a m ­
ery , a n d  see to  it  th a t the 
crea m  i* sen t to  th e crea m ery  
b e fo r e  it  is  s p o ile d  a n d  u nfit to  
m ake g o o d  b u t te r  fro m  it ?

W h y  is it , th a t  fa rm e rs  as a  c la ss , 
a re  so s low  a n d  d ifficu lt to  co n v in ce  
o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  a ll th ese  m uch  
n e e d e d  im p ro v e m e n ts  and  o f  a 
ch a n g e  on  th e ir  p a r t  to w a rd s  such 
im p rov em en ts

A fte r  a ll th e  m iss ion a ry  w ork  
th a t has b e e n  p u t fo r th , b u t  co m ­
p a ra t iv e ly  few  o f  o u r  fa r m e rs  a re  
a liv e  to  th ese  q u e s t io n s .— H o a r d ’ s 
D a iry m a n .

IM P R O V E D  S E E D  W H E A T .

T h e E x p e r im e n ta l S ta tio n  o f  
K a n sa s  h as b een  d o in g  som e m ost 
e x c e lle n t  w o rk  in  im p ro v in g  seed  
w h ea t, b e g in n in g  w ith  th e T u rk e y  
o r  T u rk ish  R e d , w hich  wras in t r o ­
d u ce d  in  th a t s ta te  som e tw en ty - 
five y e a rs  a g o  by  M e n n o n ite s  fro m  
R u ss ia .

T h e  U n ite d  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
A g r ic u ltu r e  h as  b e e n  b r in g in g  o v e r

in  th e la s t  ten  y e a r s  a  la rg e  num­
b e r  o f  sa m p les . T h e  e x p e r im e n t1 
sta tion  h as b e e n  g r o w in g  andJ 
b r e e d in g  th em , a n d  h as b e e n  d is ­
tr ib u t in g  th em  a m on g  K a n s a s
fa rm e rs . I t  m ay  p e rh a p s  su rp r ise
th ose  w h o  h a v e  o n ly  a  v e ry  lit t le  
fa ith  in  g r o w in g  w in te r  w h ea t t o  
k n ow  th a t th e  a v e ra g e  y ie ld  fro m  
th e  d if fe r e n t  v a r ie t ie s  o f  th is  T u r k ­
ish R e d  w h ea t, w h ich  g o e s  u n d er  
th e  v a r io u s  n am es o f  K h a rk o v , D e ­
fia n ce , M a la k o f, C r im e a n , H u n g a r ­
ian , W e ia e n b e rg , a n d  G h irk a , h a v e  
a v e ra g e d  fro m  th i,rty -e igh t t o  fifty - 
s ix  bu sh e ls  p e r  a cre . T h is, b e  it  
re m e m b e re d , is th e  a v e ra g e  fo r  five 
y e a rs . A  n u m b er  o f  v a r ie t ie s  h av e  
y ie ld e d  th is  la s t y e a r  fro m  fo r ty -  
s ix  t o  f i fty - fo u r  bu sh e ls  p e r  a cre .

T h e  s ta tion  h as a lso  b een  e x p e r i ­
m en tin g  w ith  s o ft  w h ea ts , w hich  
d o  b e t te r  in  th e  so u th e rn  p a r t  o f  
th a t s ta te  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d in g  c l i ­
m ates th an  in th e  ce n tra l o r  n o r th ­
e rn  p a rts  a n d  c lim a te s  n o rth . T h e 
y ie ld  o f  th ese  h as averasced fo r  th e 
la s t fo u r  y e a rs  fr o m  th ir ty -fiv e  to  
fo r ty -o n e  b u sh e ls  p e r  a cre .

WON’T SEE COMET FOR YEARS*

The Sun Will Interfere With Early 
Observations.

P r o b le m s  g a th e r  in  th e  w a k e  o f  
H a i le y ’ s C o m e t as  it  w in g s  its  fligh t 
to w a rd s  th e  sun an d  ea rth . L it t le  
b y  l it t le  m o re  o f  its  ro m a n tic  s to ry  
b e co m e s  k n o w n , b u t th e g re a te r  
lig h t ca sts  a d e n se r  sh a d ow , a n d  a 
c o m p le te r  v iew  re v e a ls  m o re  c le a r ­
ly  th e  ce n tr a l p r o b le m  o f  th e com et.

E v e ry  fine n ig h t th e co m e t is  p h o ­
to g ra p h e d  a t  G re e n w ich , (E n g la n d ) 
O b s e rv a to ry , a n d  M r. C rom m elin  
re ce n tly  in fo rm e d  a  n e w sp a p e r  r e ­
p re se n ta t iv e  th a t  is is b r ig h te n in g  
v e ry  ra p id ly  in d e e d . W h en  it  w as 
first p h o to g r a p h e d  its  m a g n itu d e  

w as a b o u t s ix te e n . N o w  it  is  a b o u t 
tw e lv e . T h a t is , it  is a b o u t  e igh ty  
tim es b r ig h te r  th an  in S e p tem b er , 
an d  it  is b r ig h te n in g  r b o u t  on e - 
m a g n itu d e  ( i .e . ,  tw e n ty  tim es) a 
m on th .

I t  is n ow  th o u g h t th a t  the com et 
m ay b e co m e  fa in t ly  v is ib le  to  the 
n ak ed  ey e  b y  th e m id d le  o r  en d  o f  
F e b r u a r y , b u t  ic  w ill then, b e  n e a r ­
in g  th e b a ck  o f  th e  sun a n d  it  w ill 
b e  to o  c lo s e  to  th a t o b je c t  to  b e  
c le a r ly  v is ib le . F o r  tw o  m on th s 
a fte r  it  w ill rem ain  in th e  v e ry  n ear 
n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  th e sun a n d  n o  o b ­
se rv a tio n s  w ill b e  p o ss ib le .

I f  it  is n o t  seen  in F e b ru a ry  the 
co m e t w ill n o t  b e co m e  v is ib le  u n til 
th e  e n d  o f  A p r il ,  w hen  it  w ill b e  a 
m o rn in g  sta r , r is in g  a b o u t  2 1-2 
h ou rs  b e fo r e  th e sun . I t  w ill tr a n ­
sit th e  su n ’ s d isc  a b o u t  2 a .m . on  
M ay 19, a n d  th is  w ill b e  a m om en t 
o f  in te n se  in te r e s t  to  a s tro n o m e rs , 
as it w ill th en  b e  p o s s ib le  to  see ' 
w h eth er  th e n u cleu s  show s in fr o n t  
o f  th  sun o f  n o t. I f  it  can  be  seen! 
it w ill b e  p o s s ib le  tu fo rm  som e 
id e a  o f  th e  d en sity  o f  th e  co m e t.

 * ---------------

A N  A N C IE N T  P E O P L E .

Recently Discovered Facts About 
the Hittitcs.

S om e in te re s t in g  d e ta ils  are  g iven  
by P r o f .  J o h n  G a rs ta n g  o f  the 
a n c ie n t ra ce  o f  p e o p le  m e n tio n e d  
in th e  B ib le  as th e  H itt ite s . H e  
sa id  th e re  c o u ld  be n o th in g  m ore  
ro m a n tic  th an  th e fin d in g  o f  B o g -  
has, th e  o ld  c a p ita l o f  th e  H ittites '|  
co u n try  in S o u th e rn  S y r ia . A  few , 
y a rd s  b e lo w  th e  su r fa ce  o f  th is  o n ce  
fa m o u s  c ity  h ad  b een  fo u n d  th e re-1 
m ain s o f  th e  p a la ce s  w hich  b e lo n g -■ 
ed  to  th e g r e a t  H it t ite  k in g  w h o  
fo u g h t th e  P h a ra o h s .

T h e la n d  o f  th e  H itt ite s  h a d  b een  
d is co v e re d  b y  th e  fin d in g  o f  a  w h o le  
series  o f  m on u m en ts , ca rv in g s , an d  
ro ck  s cu lp tu re . A s  e a r ly  as B . C. 
2000 th ey  w e re  a fo r c e  in  S ou th ern  
S y r ia , an d  w e c o u ld  lea rn  th a t th ey  
w ere  an e x tr e m e ly  m ix e d  ra ce , 
w ith  a to u ch  o f  th e M o n g o lia n .

A b o u t  B . C. 1300 th e  H itt ite , 
B a b y lo n ia n  a n d  E g y p tia n  p e o p le  
h e ld  the b a la n ce  o f  p o w e r  in  W e s t ­
ern  A sia . O n e  th in g  o f  s tr ik in g  in ­
te r e s t  w as th e  r e c e n t  d is co v e ry  o f  
a m essa g e  w h ich  th e  K in g  o f  B a b y -! 
Ion  sen t to  th e K in g  o f  th e  H ittite ,. 
w hich  re a d  : “ I  h e a r  y o u  a re  c a r r y ­
in g  on  w ith  th e  K in g  o f  E g y p t. 
W h a t d o e s  th is  m e a n ? ”

T he Hittite k in g  th en  m a d e  an 
e x tr a c t  fro m  th e tre a ty  h e h ad  ju st! 
c o n c lu d e d  w ith  a P h a ra o h  a n d  sen t ' 
it  to  th e B a b y lo n ia n  k in g , a t th e 
sam e tim e  k e e p in g  a  co p y  o f  h is  l e t - ’ 
te r . T h a t co p y  h ad  n ow  com e  dow n  
to  us. O th er  le t te rs  ,t o o ,  had  b een  
fo u n d .

 * -  ------------

A  g en tlem a n  m ay b e  m e re ly  a 
la zy  m an  w h o  has m on ey . )

M o th e r  —  “ T h ere  w ere  tw o  
a p p les  in th e cu p b o a r d , T om m y , 
and  n ow  th ere  is o n ly  o n e . H o w ’ s 
t h a t ? ”  T om m y (w h o  sees n o  w ay 
o f  e s ca p e )— “  W e ll , m a , it  w c ;  so 
d a rk  in th e re  I  d id n ’ t  sen the 
o t h e r !”


