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In th e  co s ily -fu rn ish e d  s ittin g - 
r o o m  o f  a  fla t, s itu a te d  nea,r a  bu sy  
L o n d o n  th o r o u g h fa r e , a  w om an  sat 
at a  ty p e w r ite r . Y o u n g  as she w as 
in y e a rs — n o t  y e t  th ir ty — h e r  s ilv er - 
s tre a k e d  h a ir  a n d  th e  g r a v e  b e a u ty  
of h er  fa ce  to ld  o f  a li fe  in  w hich  
s o r ro w  p la y e d  n o sm all p a r t . And, 
in d e e d , M a r io n  D a n e ’ s s to ry  w as a 
sad o n e .

S ca rce ly  m ore  th a n  tw o  y e a rs  b e 
fo r e  she h ad  co u n te d  h e rse lf  the 
h a p p ie s t  w om a n  in the w o r ld , w ith  
a  h u sb a n d  w h o  w as s t ill h er  lo v e r  
E nd a  ch ild  w hom  th ey  u n ited  in  
sp o ilin g . T h en  ca m e th e  first b low  
—th e lo ss  o f  th e  lit t le  g ir l— a n d  it  
bad seem ed  to  M a rio n  th a t life  
tou ld  h av e  n o  g r e a te r  g r ie f  to  g iv e . 
A ll t o o  so o n  cam e th e  b it te r  re a liz : 
ution o f  h er  m ista k e , w hen , b u t  a 
few m on th s  la te r , h er  h u sb a n d  w as 
a rrested  on  a  ch a rg e  o f  e m b e z z lin g  
the m on ey s  o f  h is e m p lo y e r . T h a t 
pie w as in n o c e n t  she n e v e r  d o u b te d , 
b u t th e  c ir cu m sta n tia l e v id e n ce  w as 
a p p a re n t ly  c o n c lu s iv e , a n d  he w as 
se n te n ce d  to  five y e a r s ’ p e n a l serv i- 
tu d  .

F iv e  y e a r s ! A n d  l it t le  m ore  than 
o n e  h ad  p a sse d , sp en t in  u n re m it
tin g  to i l  a n d  s tre n u o u s  b u t  u n a v a il
ing e n d e a v o r  to  find  th e  re a l c u l
prit, f o r  th a t h e r  h u sb a n d  w as g u il
ty n o th in g  b u t h is w o r d  w o u ld  h ave  
co n v in ce d  h e r , a n d  J oh n  D a n e  h ad  
p r o te s te d  h is in n o ce n ce  to  th e  en d .

T h e  c lick  o f  th e  ty p e w r ite r  ce a se d , 
fo r  she h ad  w r itte n  a w o r d  w hich  
c a lle d  u p  a  c r o w d  o f  m em ories—  
“ C h r is tm a s .”  I t  w as v e ry  n e a r  now  
a n d  fo r  h er  it  m e a n t n o th in g  b u t 
an a d d e d  p o ig n a n cy  to  h e r  g r ie f . 
S a v e  fo r  th e  o ld  s e r v a n t , M a rth a , 
w ho liv e d  w ith  h e r , she w as q u ite  
a lo n e  in the w o r ld , a n d  'C hristm as 
i3 th e  tim e  w h en  lo n e lin e ss  com es  
m o s t  h om e to  th ose  w ho tr e a d  a 
s o lita r y  p a th  in life .

S h e  th o u g h t o f  th e la s t  w re tch e d  
C h ristih a s  w ith  a sh iv er , an d  then  
p ic tu r e s  o f  b y g o n e  jo y o u s  o n e s  cam e 
to  to r tu r e  h e r . H o w  h a p p y  th e y  h ad  
b e e n , p o o r  as th ey  w e re , fo r  h er  
h u sb a n d  w as o n ly  a  c le r k . H e r  
m in d  tr a v e lle d  to  th e  g lo o m y  p r iso n  
w h ere— h e rd e d  w ith  com m on  c r im 
in a ls — h e w o u ld  sp en d  th e  g r e a t  fe s 
tiva l, an d , w ith  an  a n g ry  l it t le  
lh ak e  o f  re b u k e  to  h e rse lf, she r e 
lu m ed  h e r  task .

I t  w as s o o n  c o m p le te d , an d  a fte r  
re a d in g  a n d  c o r r e c t in g  th e  sheets 
she fa s te n e d  th em  to g e th e r  an d  
s ign ed  th em — a fte r  a m o m e n t ’ s h e 
s ita t io n — “ J o h n  I ia y m o n d ,”  h er  
h u s b a n d ’ s C h ristia n  n am es. She 
h a d  d o n e  th is  s co re s  o f  tim es  in 
s im ila r  c ir cu m sta n ce s , b u t  n ev er  
w ith o u t th e  m o m e n ta ry  p a u se  an d  
a p a ss in g  d o u b t  in  h e r  m in d .

“ S u re ly  it  ca n n o t b e  w ro n g  ?”  
she m u rm u re d . “ I  h av e  le a rn e d  
a ll fro m  h im ; th e  th o u g h ts  a re  h is, 
the w o rd s  a re  th o se  h e  w o u ld  u se , 
an d , u n t il la te ly *  even  th e  p lo ts  
w ere h is ow n . B es id es , it  is th e  
nam e th a t se lls  th e  w o rk  n ow , an d  
his s to r ie s  g a in e d  th a t .”

J oh n  D a n e , lik e  m an y o th e rs  
d o o m e d  to  ig n o b le , d r u d g e r y , h a d  
possessed  a m b it io n , a n d , p a r t ly  to  
sa tis fy  it  a n d  p a rt ly  to  a u g m en t a 
som ew h a t sca n ty  sa la ry , h e  h ad  
em p loy ed  h is  e v en in g s  in  l ite ra ry  
w ork , o n ly  to  d is co v e r  th a t, th ou g h  
a  few  a u th ors  m ay b e  b o r n , most^ 
o f  th em  h av e  to  b e  m a d e , an d  th a t 
r e je c te d  m a n u scr ip ts  a ccu m u la te  
w ith  a s to u n d in g  ra p id ity .

O f th ese  a p p a re n tly  w o rth le ss  
p r o d u c t io n s , s ca rce  a  b a r e  h a lf -d o z 
en  n ow  re m a in e d , fo r  M a r io n — w ho 
h a d  u n b o u n d e d  fa ith  in  h er  h u s
b a n d ’ s a b ility — h a d  tu rn e d  to  them  
in  th e  h o u r  o f  h e r  n e e d . N ea tly  
ty p e d  o u t , th ey  h a d , on e  b y  o n e , 
fo u n d  re s tin g  p la ce s  in  v a r io u s  p a 
p ers  o r  m a g a z in es , u n t il w ith  the 
p u b lic a t io n , in  b o o k  fo r m , o f  a s tory  
w h ich  ca u g h t th e  p u b lic  fa n cy , 
“ J oh n  L a y m o n d ”  a ch ie v e d  a m o d 
e r a te  p o p u la r ity , w h ich  w as n o t  d e 
c re a s e d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t n o  on e  
k n ew  a n y th in g  o f  h im , a n d  th a t  he 
re s o lu te ly  d e c lin e d  to  b e  in te r 
v ie w e d . H is  w ife  tr a n s a c te d  a ll h is 
b u sin ess.

To Marion the thought that her 
husband would come out of prison 
a ruined man, disgraced for all time 
in the eyes of the world, and imme
diately, by the mere sinking of his 
real name, become a person of 
some consideration, gave profound 
jcy. It seemed something of a fit
ting revenge upon a social system 
which could condemn an innocent 
man to infamy; and now that what 
ghe had striven for since the ac
ceptance of the first story had be
come an accomplished fact, she 
guarded her secret like a miser Hs 
gold. Directly her mea.no ,r. -•».?

she m o v e d  fro m  th e lit t le  su b u rb a n  
h ou se  to  th e flat in  to w n , w h ere  
she w as k n ow n  o n ly  as M rs . L a y 
m on d .

P r e se n t ly  she w en t o u t  t o  p o s t 
h er  s to ry , fo r  w hich  th e e d ito r  o f  a 
g r e a t  w eek ly  p e r io d ic a l w as im p a 
tien tly  w a it in g , a n d , h a v in g  d o n e  
th is, she s to o d  fo r  a m o m e n t r e g a r d 
in g  th e  scen e  a ro u n d  h er . I t  w as 
not. y e t  la te , a n d  th e  s tre e t  w as 
th ro n g e d  w ith  v e h ic le s  a n d  p e d e s 
tr ia n s , m an y  o f  th e la tte r  o b v io u s ly  
e n g a g e d  in  C h ristm as  sh op p in g . Sue 
h eard  ch e e ry  g re e t in g s  an d  g o o d  
w ishes on  a ll s ides , a n d  th e  b r ig h t- 
ly -lig h te d  w in d ow s w e re  cra m ijjed  
w ith  fe s t iv e  w a res . E ven  the v ery  
s tre e t  lam ps^ seem ed  to  b e  in fe c te d  
a n d  w in k ed  w ith  a  k n o w in g  a ir  o f 
g o o d  h u m or. U p on  M a rion  th e e f 
fe c t  w as d e p r e s s in g ; e v e ry b o d y  
seem ed  so h a p p y , sa ve  she a lo n e .

A  m om en t la te r  she re p ro a ch e d  
h e rse lf  fo r  th e  th o u g h t , as h e r  g a ze  
e n co u n te re d  a  to o -e v id e n t  ca se  o f 
w re tch e d n e ss . S ta n d in g  b e fo r e  a 
p r o v is io n  sh op , g la r in g  in to  th e 
w in d ow  w ith  a lm o st ra v e n o u s  eyes , 
w as a th in , sh a b b y -d re sse d  m an , 
a n d  b y  h is  s id e  a g o ld e n -h a ire d  
m ite  o f  a b o u t  five , w ith  a p re tty  
b u t sa d ly -p in ch e d  fa c e . T he ch ild  
w as w a rm ly  th o u g h  p o o r ly  c la d , 
b u t th e m a n ’ s th re a d b a re  fr o c k -  
c o a t  o ffe re d  lit t le  re s is ta n ce  to  the 
k een , fr o s ty  a ir , a n d  h e  sh iv ered  
v is ib ly .

S u d d e n ly  an  em p ty , g a ily -d e c o r 
a te d  c ig a r e t te  b o x — d r o p p e d  fro m  
the to p  o f  a  p a ss in g  b u s— a tt r a c t 
ed  th e  c h ild ’ s a tte n t io n  an d  she ran 
in to  the ro a d  to  secu re  it , h eed less  
o f  an  o n co m in g  m o to r -c a r . M a rion  
saw  th e  d a n g e r , a n d , co n sc io u s  
o n ly  o f  th e  l it t le  o n e ’ s p e r il ,  ru sh 
ed  fo r w a r d . S n a tch in g  u p  th e  ch ild  
she tu rn e d  a n d  ju m p e d  f o r  th e  p a v e 
m en t a g a in . S h e  w as b a re ly  in 
tim e , fo r  th e ca r  w h ir le d  p a s t ju s t  
as she fe l l  h e a v ily  o v e r  th e  k erb , 
b u t w ith  h er  p r e c io u s  b u r d e n  sa fe  
i r  h e r  arm s.

I t  w as th e re scu e d  m ite ’ s co m p a n 
ion  w ho h e lp e d  h er  to  r ise , h is  fa ce  
d e a th ly  w h ite , an d  w ith  tr e m b lin g  
h an ds. M a rio n  w*as u n h u rt , b u t  the 
c h ild ’ s fo re h e a d  w as cu t a n d  b le e d 
in g . S ee in g  th a t  th e  in e v ita b le  
c r o w d  w as g a th e r in g , M a r io n  p u sh 
ed  h er  w ay  th ro u g h , s till h o ld in g  
th e lit t le  on e .

“ C om e  w ith  m e ,”  she sa id  to  the 
m an , w h o  w as tr y in g  to  s tam m er 
h is g r a t itu d e . ' “ I  liv e  c lo s e  b y , and  
th e ch ild  m u st b e  seen  to  a t  o n ce , 
th ou g h  I  d o  n o t th in k  she is m uch  
h u r t .”

T h is  p r o v e d  to  b e  th e  ca se . T h e 
in ju ry  w as a m ere  s cra tch , b u t 
M a rion  w o u ld  n o t  le a v e  h er  l it t le  
g u est u n til she h ad  b e e n  fed  and  
w as q u ie t ly  s le e p in g . T h en  she re 
jo in e d  th e fa th e r— fo r  su ch  he w as 
— w h ose  w a n ts  h ad  b e e n  a tte n d e d  
to  b y  M a rth a . T h e  p o o r  fe llo w  w as 
p ro fu se  in  h is  g ra t itu d e , a n d  h er  
sym p ath y  soon  d rew  h is s to ry  ou t.

“ I t  is th e  co m m o n  ta le  o f  a w eak  
m an cru sh e d  b y  m is fo r tu n e ,”  he 
b e g a n , b it te r ly . “ M y n am e is 
R o b e r t  W e s te rn , a n d  it is  n o t  y e t  
tw o  y e a rs  s in ce  I  h ad  a ll th a t  a  m an 
n e e d s— a p o s it io n  b y  w h ich  I  c o u ld  
liv e , an  a n g e l fo r  a w ife , an d  m y 
lit t le  g ir l .  T h en  m y w ife  w as tak en  
aw a y , a n d  I  th in k  a ll th a t w as g o o d  
in m e d ie d  w ith  h e r . P e r h a p s  y o u  
c a n n o t re a liz e  w h a t it  m ean s to
lo s e  ”

H e  p a u sed  a w k w a rd ly , a n d  M a r i- 
o .i sa id , in  a low  v o ic e , “ I  th ink  
I  c a n ;  I  h av e  lo s t  b o th . Y o u  h ave  
s till y o u r  c h i ld .”

" F o r g iv e  m e ,”  th e  m an  m u rm u r
ed , b ro k e n ly . “ I  sh ou ld  h ave 
k n ow n  th a t such  p ity  as y o u  have 
show n  m e, an  o u tca s t , c o u ld  o n ly  
b e  b e g o t te n  o f  g r ie f .  Y e s , it  is 
t r u e  | h ad  m y lit t le  g ir l ,  b u t , 
w re tch  th a t I  w as, I  s t ill r e b e lle d .
I  so u g h t th e  w ea k  m a n ’ s co n s o la 
t io n , a n d  tr o d  th e  roa d  to  ru in  
re ck le ss ly . In  a few  m on th s  I  had 
b een  w a rn e d  a ga in  a n d  a g a in , an d  
th en  the in e v ita b le  en d  ca m e— I  w as 
d ism issed . I  h ad  b een  w ith  th e firm  
ten  y e a rs , b u t  I  ca n n o t  b la m e  th em  ;
I  h ad  e v e ry  la t itu d e . S in ce  th en  I 
h a v e  h ad  ch a n ces , o n ly  to  th row  
th em  a w a y , an d  n ow — I  am  a b e g 
g a r .”

M a rio n  lis te n e d  to  th e  s o rd id  c o n 
fess ion  w ith  m o ist ey es , an d , so tar 
fro m  e x c it in g  h er  co n te m p t, it 

s tre n g th e n e d  h er  re so lv e  to  a id  him . 
S he m e a su re d  h is m isery  b y  h e r  ow n  
an d  kn ew  its  d e sp a ir in g  dep th . 

“ W h a t is y o u r  w o r k ? ”  she ask ed . 
“ I  w as a  c le r k  in  th e o ffices o f  

M essrs . C o r d e r  a n d  W a y n e , the 
C ity  m e r ch a n ts ,”  he re p lie d .

H a d  h e b een  lo o k in g  a t h er  he 
m u st h av e  n o tice d  th e su d d en  sta rt 
and  t.he d ea d ly  p a llo r  th is  rep ly  
p r o d u c e d  in M a r io n . W ith  an e f 
fo r t  she c o n tr o l le d  h er  e m o tio n , 
a n d  sa id , q u ie t ly

“ T h e n am e seem s fa m ilia r . W a s 
th ere  n o t  a p ro se cu tio n  b y  th a t 
firm  som e tim e a g o ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  replied Western. “One j 
o f  th e ir  clerks, naiusd Dane — mv 1

A  C O L D  C H R IS T M A S .

G ir l (r e a d in g )— “ C o ld  fe e t  a re  
u su a lly  ca u sed  b y  in d ig e s t io n , 
b r o u g h t  on  by  o v e r -e a t in g .”  T h e re , 
J im m y, n ow  w e k n ow  w o t ’ s the 
m a tte r  o f  us !

s e n io r— a n d  he g o t  five y e a rs  fo r  em 
b e z z le m e n t .”

“ H e  w as in n o c e n t !”  M a rion  
c r ie d , a lm o st h arsh ly .

T h e  a s ton ish in g  ch a n g e  an d  th e 
d e e p  c o n v ic t io n  in  h e r  v o ice  s ta r t 
le d  W e s te rn , w h o  lo o k e d  u p  an d  
flush ed  as he m et h er  s cru tin iz in g  
g a ze .

“ I  h a v e  a lw a y s  th o u g h t so m y
s e l f ,”  he m u tte re d , a w k w a rd ly .

M a r io n ’ s ey es  n e v e r  le f t  h is  fa ce . 
A t  th e  s igh t o f  h is c o n fu s io n  a su d 
den  su sp ic ion  h ad  b een  b o rn  in  h er 
m in d . T h is  m an — ea sily  te m p te d —  
h ad  b e e n  on  th e  d o w n w a rd  p a th  at 
th e tim e th e  cr im e  w as co m m itte d . 
S h e  rem e m b e re d  h is n am e n ow , an d  
th a t a t  th e  t r ia l it  h ad  b een  show n  
th a t h e w as on e  o f  th e tw o  o th ers  
w ho h ad  a ccess  to  h er  h u s b a n d ’ s fa l 
sified b o o k s . W h a t if in  h is r e c k 
less  d e sp a ir  h e h a d  ta k en  th e  m on ey  
and  sk ilfu lly  fixed  th e th e ft  u p on  
h is  fe llo w -c le r k  ? H is  in cre a s in g  in 
q u ie tu d e  in ten s ified  h er  su sp ic ion , 
a n d  she re s o lv e d  to  strikes b o ld ly .

“ Y o u  k n ow  th a t he is  in n o c e n t ,”  
she sa id , s te rn ly . “ E ven  as I ,  w ho 
am  h is w ife , k n ow  i t . ”

R o b e r t  W e s te rn  sp ra n g  to  h is 
fe e t . “ I — I —  y o u — y o u  a re  h is
w ife ,”  he c r i e d / “ a n d  y o u  sa ved  m y 
lit t le  g i r l ’ s life  !’ * H e  p a u sed  su d 
d e n ly , as th ou g h  an  id e a  h ad  a r 
res ted  h is  w o rd s , an d , s in k in g  in to  
th e  ch a ir  a g a in , h id  h is fa ce  in  his 
h an ds.

M a rio n  w a tch e d  h im  w ith  m isery  
a n d  tr iu m p h  b a tt lin g  in  h er  h ea rt. 
S he fe lt  sure  o f  h is  guuu n ow , an d  
i f  o n ly  she c o u ld  p e r su a d e  h im  to  
p la y  th e m an , J oh n  D a n e  w o u ld  r e 
g a in  b o th  l ib e r ty  a n d  fa ir  fam e. 
T h re a ts , she re co g n iz e d , w e re  /use
less, s in ce  she h ad  n o  p r o o f .  H e r  
on e  h o p e  la y  in a p p e a lin g  to  his 
h o n o r , h is g ra t itu d e , a n d , p erh a p s  
— w e ll, h e  h ad  b een  a  g e n tle m a n  j 
o n ce . S he w a ite d  u n til h e  lo o k e d  
u p , a n d  th en  h er  e a g e r  a p p e a l ra n g  
ou t.

“ M r. W e s t e r n !”  she c r ie d . “ Y o u  
h ave  to ld  m e o f  y o u r  su ffe r in g s , and  
n ow  I  ask  y o u  to  th in k  o f  w h a t m y 
h u sb a n d  h as e n d u r e d , a n d  m u st e n 
d u re  fo r  y e a rs  u n less  y o u  se t r ig h t 
th is  te r r ib le  w 'rong. D e p r iv e d  o f  a ll j 
hp lo v e s , b ra n d e d  w ith  sham e, a n d  
fo r c e d  to  h erd  w ith  fe lo n s — h e, an 
in n o ce n t m an . I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h ow  
y ou  w ere  te m p te d  w hen  y o u  co m 
m itted  th e  cr im e , b u t to  le t  a n o th e r  
su ffer fo r  it  is in fa m ou s— co w a rd ly . 
Y o u  ask  th a t I  h ave  sa v ed  y o u r  
d a u g h te r ’ s life . I  ask  y o u  fo r  m y 
h u sb a n d ’ s l ib e r ty  a n d  h o n o r  in  r e 
tu rn , a n d  if  y o u  h a v e  on e  sp a rk  o f  
m a n h ood  rem a in in g  y o u  ca n n o t  —  
d a re  n o t— r e fu s e .”

She w as s ta n d in g  b e fo r e  h im  n ow , 
h er  h an d s o u ts tre tch e d , a n d  a w 'orld 
o f  p a ss ion  in  h er  v o ice . W e s te rn ,

b o w e d  an d  s tr ick e n , w as s ile n t fo r  
som e m om en ts , a n d  th en , in  a  low  
v o ic e , h e a sk ed  :—

“ A n d  m y l it t le  g i r l ;  w h a t w o u ld  
b e co m e  o f  h e r  1 S h e  h as n o  o n e  b u t 
me ”

“ She sh a ll stay  h e r e ,”  M a rio n  
c r ie d , e a g e r ly . “ I  sw ea r  to  y o u  th a t 
she sha ll ta k e  th e  p la ce  o f  m y ow n  
lo s t  b a b y , a n d — she sh a ll n e v e r  
k n ow  th e  t r u t h .”

W e s te rn  lo o k e d  u p , an d  M a rion  
kn ew  th a t she h ad  w o n . T h e re  w as 
a r  e x p re ss io n  o f  f ix e d  r e s o lv e  on  
h is fa ce  w hich  seem ed  to  w ip e  o u t 
th e  m a rk s  o f  w ea k n ess  a n d  d iss ip a 
t ion .

“ I  w ill d o  i t . ”  he sa id . “ I  w ill 
g iv e  m y se lf up to  th e p o lice  an d  
c le a r  y o u r  h u s b a n d ’ s n a m e .”

T h e  w o rd s  h ad  b u t le ft  his lip s 
w hen a rin g  ca m e  a t  th e  d o o r . A  
cry  o f  su rp r ise  fro m  M a rth a  fo l lo w 
ed . a n d  th en  the d o o r  o f  th e s itt in g - 
ro o m  flun g  o p e n  a n d  a g re y - 
h a ire d  m an  e n te re d .

“ M a rion  I”  h e c r ie d , a n d  in an 
in sta n t she w a st in h e r  h u sb a n d  's 
arm s.

“ A n d  y o u  a re  re a lly  fr e e , J o h n ? ”  
M a rio n  a sk ed  fo r  th e  tw en tie th  
t i m e ; it  w as so d ifficu lt t o  re a liz e , 
e ven  w ith  h is  s tro n g  arm s a b o u t 
h er

“ Y e s  ; th e  re a l c u lp r it  has co n fe s s 
e d  a t la s t .”

“ B u t I  d o n ’ t u n d e r s ta n d ,”  M a r i
on  sa id , an d  h er  w o n d e r in g  eyes  
tu rn ed  to  th e  fig u re  in  th e ch a ir , 
w hom  h er  h u sb a n d  n ow  n o t ice d  fo r  
th e firs t  tim e.

“ W e s t e r n !”  h e  c r ie d . “ H ow  
ca m e y o u  h e re  ?”

I t  w as h is w ife  w h o  a n sw e re d  th e 
j q u e s t io n , b r ie fly  re la t in g  th e ev en ts  
o f  th e  e v e n in g , a n d  co n c lu d in g  w ith  

I W e s te r n ’ s d e te rm in a tio n  to  a t o n ce  
r ig h t th e  w ro n g  d o n e  to  h is fe llo w - 
c le rk . D a n e ’ s fe a tu r e s  too** on  a 
s in g u la r  e x p re ss io n  as  h e lis te n e d .

“ W e s t e r n ,”  he sa id , “ d o  y o u  re a 
lize  w h a t p r is o n -life  m ean s to  an  
e d u ca te d  m an  ? H a v e  y o u  th ou g h t 
o f  th e  p h y s ica l d is c o m fo r t , o f  th e  
g r in d in g  ig n o m in y  o f  b e in g  h e rd e d  
lik e  c a tt le  in  p en s  w ith  th e  v ery  
d re g s  o f  h u m an ity , o f  th e  a w fu l 
m en ta l s ta rv a t io n  ? W e r e  y o u  p r e 
p a re d  to  fa c e  a ll th is ? ”

“ Y e s . ' T h e s p e a k e r ’ s v o ic e  w’as 
firm , an d  h is eyes  m et th o se  o f  h is 
q u e s t io n e r  stea d ily .

/ ‘ K n o w in g  y o u r s e lf  to  b e  an in n o 
ce n t m a n ? ”  p e rs is te d  D a n e .

“ I n n o c e n t? ”  I t  w a s  M a r io n  w ho 
sp ok e .

“ C e r ta in ly ,”  sa id  h e r  h u sb a n d . 
“ H e  is  n o  m o re  g u ilty  th an  I  am . 
T h e  th ie f  w as o ld  S o lm a y , th e  ca sh 
ie r , w ho c o n fe s s e d  to  i t  ju s t  b e fo r e  
he d ied . M r. C o r d e r  a t  o n ce  
b ro u g h t  p r e ssu re  to  b e a r  o n  th e  a u 
th o r it ie s  a n d  se cu re d  m y im m ed i
a te  r e le a s e .”

M a r io n ’ s eyes  tu rn e d  w o n d e r in g - 
ly  to  W e s te rn , a n d  h e sm iled  sa d ly  
aa h e  sa id  :—

“ Y e s , I  a c te d  a lie  to  y o u . I  saw  
th a t y o u  b e lie v e d  m e g u ilty , a n d  in 
a flash  it  ca m e  to  m e th a t h e re  w as 
m y ch a n ce  to  e n su re  m y lit t le  g ir l ’ s 
h ap p in ess  a n d  m ak e h e r  som e r e 
p a ra t io n . W ith  y o u  she w o u ld  h ave  
e v e ry  c o m fo r t , a n d , b e in g  y o u n g , 
w o u ld  soon  ce a se  t o  m iss m e, a n d  
— w e ll, I  y ie ld e d  to  te m p ta tio n  o n ce  
m o re . I t  w as to  h ave  b e e n  m y 
C h ristm as g if t  t o  h e r— m y la s t  an d  
b e s t .”

H e  rose  to  g o , b u t  J oh n  D a n e  
p u sh ed  h im  b a ck  in to  h is sea t 
a g a in . “ W e ’ ve  n o t  fin ish ed  w ith  
y o u  y e t , W e s te r n ,”  h e  sa id . “ A n d  
I ’ ve  n o t  to ld  a ll m y n ew s, M a r io n . 
M r C r o d e r  h as  o f fe re d  m e m y o ld  
p o s t  in  th e  firm , a t  an  in cre a se d  
sa la ry , a n d — w hy, w h a t ’ s th is ? ”

F o r  h is w ife  h a d  ta k en  a  n eatly - 
b o u n d  v o lu m e  fro m  th e b o o k s h e lf  
a n d  p la ce d  it in  h is h an ds. On the 
t it le -p a g e  h e  re a d  th e  n am e o f  the 
s to ry — a n am e h e  h ad  g ro w n  to  
h a te  th e  s igh t o f  in  th e  p a s t  as th e  
m a n u scr ip t ca m e b a ck  w ith  u n fa il

in g  r e g u la r ity  fr o m  p u b lish e r  a fte r  
p u b lish e r .

“ M y  s t o r y ! ”  h e c r ie d . “ P u b lish 
e d ! ”

“ Y e s , y o u r  s t o r y ,”  r e p lie d  M a r i
o n , a d d in g , “ I  d id  n o t  a lte r  a 
s in g le  w o rd , d e a r .”

L ik e  a  m an  in  a d re a m  h e le a r n 
ed  h ow  h is  b ra v e  w ife  h ad  e a rn e d  
fam e fo r  h im  w h ile  h e w as su ffe r 
in g  in fa m y , a n d , th o u g h , he sa id  
l it t le , th e  lo v e  in h is eyes  m a d e  up 
h er  fu ll  rew a rd .

“ A n d  as y o u  w o n ’ t n eed  to  g o  
in to  th e  C ity  a g a in , p e r h a p s  M r. 
C o r d e r  w ill g iv e—— ”  M a rion  
p a u sed .

“ H e  s h a ll ,”  J o h n  sa id , h e a r tily . 
“ H e  c a n ’ t  re fu se  m e th a t. W h a t 
d o  y ou  say , W e s te r n ?  Y o u ’ ve  h ad  
a h a rd  le sso n , a n d  I  d o n ’ t  th in k  
y o u ’ ll fa il a g a in .”

R o b e r t  W estern  s to o d  u p , a  m an 
o n ce  m o re — th e s lo u g h  o f  h is  o ld  
w ea k n ess  ca s t  fo r  e v er .

“ N o , I ’ ll n o t  fa il a g a in ,”  h e sa id . 
“ N o  m an can  fa i l w h o  h as  such  
fr ie n d s .”

H e  lo o k e d  ro u n d , a n d  M a r io n , d i 
v in in g  his th o u g h t , sa id , s o ft ly , 
“ S he is in  th e  n e x t  r o o m .”

H e  w en t o u t , a n d  som e tim e  la t 
e r , th ro u g h  the h a lf-o p e n  d o o r , she 
saw  h im  k n e e lin g  b y  the b e d s id e , 
h is lip s  u p on  th e  h an d  o f  th e s le e p 
in g  ch ild .

O u ts id e , th e  b u sy  life  o f  the 
s tre e t  w e n t o n , b u t  i t  h a d  a  ch a n g 
ed  n o te  fo r  M a rion  n ow . E a ch  
b o is te ro u s  g r e e t in g  fo u n d  an  e ch o  
in h e r  ow n  h e a r t , a n d  e v e ry th in g  
seem ed  to  b e  c r y in g  a lo u d , “ A 
M e rry  C h ristm as  !” —  L o n d o n  T it  
B its.

C H R IS T M A S  T A F F IE S .
F o r  ease  o f  p r e p a r a t io n , a n d  c e r 

ta in ty  o f  su ccess , n o th in g  e x c e ls  t a f 
fy , a n d  th e  v a r ia t io n s  a re  so n um 
e ro u s  as to  b e  a ll-su ffic ien t in  th e  
m a k in g  u p  o f  a  g i f t  b o x .  F r o m  a 
p la in  v a n illa  ta ffy  n e a r ly  a ll th e 
o th e r  v a r ie t ie s  m ay  b e  m a d e . I f  
w o rk in g  a lo n e  it is b e s t  n o t  to  b o il 
t o o  m u ch  a t o n ce , o w in g  to  th e  d if 
f icu lty  o f  p u llin g  it  b e fo r e  i t  c o o ls . 
S t ir  h a lf  te a s p o o n  c re a m  o f  ta r ta r  
th ro u g h  on e  a n d  a h a lf  p o u n d s  c o f 
fe e  A  su g a r  ; a d d  h a lf  p in t  w a te r , 
a n d  set o v e r  a b r isk  fire . S t ir  u n 
til d is so lv e d , b u t  d o  n o t  s tir  a ft e r  
it  b e g in s  to  b o il .  WThen  th e  b u b b le s  
rise la rg e  a n d  th ick , d r o p  a  l it t le  
in  c o ld  w a t e r ; i f  it  b rea k s  w ith  a  
c ra ck  w hen  ta k en  b e tw e e n  th e  fin 
g e rs  it  is d o n e . P o u r  a t  o n ce  in to  
la r g e  p la t te r s  o r  p a n s  th a t  h ave  
b een  g re a se d . P o u r  h a lf te a sp o o n  
v a n illa  o v e r  th e su r fa ce , an d  tn ro w  
the e d g e s  o f  th e  ca n d y  to w a rd  th e 
c e n tr e  as  fa s t  as it  c o o ls , u n t il a ll 
i« c o o l  e n o u g h  to  h a n d le . G re a se  
th e h a n d s  w ith  a  v e ry  lit t le  b u tte r , 
an d  p u ll u n til w h ite . I f  on e  h as a  
la rg e  h o o k  to  th ro w  it  o v e r  f o r  p u l
lin g  w hen  it  b e g in s  to  p u ll h a rd  it  
w ill b e  m u ch  ea s ie r  on  th e  a rm s. 
W h en  to o  h a rd  to  p u ll lo n g e r  d raw  
o u t to  a  u n ifo rm  th ick n ess  a n d  lay  
on  s lig h tly  g re a s e d  p a n s  to  h a rd e n , 
w hen  it  is  ea s ily  b ro k e n  w ith  a  
sh a rp  ra p  o f  a k n ife .

L e m o n .— C o o k  th e  sam e as van ii. 
la  ta ffy  ; p o u r  o v e r  it  w h ile  c o o lin g  
h a lf  te a sp o o n  lem on  e x t r a c t ,  a n d  a 
lik e  a m o u n t o f  s tr o n g  sa ffron  tea  
to  c o lo r  a  lig h t  y e llo w .

S tr a w b e r r y .— F la v o r  th e  p la in
ta ffy  w ith  h a lf  te a s p o o n  s tra w b e rry  
e x t r a c t , a n d  c o lo r  p in k  w ith  a few 
d r o p s  o f  fr u it  c o lo r  o r  co ch in e a l.

C h o c o la te .— A s  so o n  as  th e  p la in  
ta ffy  is  p o u r e d  in to  th e  pan  to  c o o l ,  
tu rn  o v e r  it  on e  a n d  a h a lf  sq u a res  
c h o c o la te  th a t h as  b een  m e lte d  o v e r  
h o t  w a te r . I t  w ill b e  w e ll w o r k 
ed  in in  th e  co o lin g . F la v o r  w ith  
v a n illa .

 * ---------------

T H E  C H IL D R E N  A T  T H E  G A T E
B e h o ld  th e  ch ild re n  a t  th e  g a t e ; 
A ll  p a t ie n t  fo r  y o u r  lo v e s  th ey  w a i t ; 
T h e  c o ld  w in d s toss  th e ir  tresses  

sw eet,
T h e  snow s a re  sp re a d  b e fo r e  th e i»  

fe e t.
H a v e  ye  n o  k in d ly  w o rd s  o r  a rts  
T o  w in , a n d  w a rm  th em  in y o u r  
h e a r ts  ?

T h e re , w h ere  ea ch  fa c e  e x p e c ta n t  
is,

A r e  lip s  th a t k e e p  fo r  th ee  thy k is s >] 
A re  lip s  th a t in th e  a fte rw h ile  
S h a ll lig h t  th y  p a th w a y  w ith  a, 

s m ile /
T h e n ig h t is c o ld  ; sh a lt th ese  abida. 
S a fe  a t th y  h e a r t ’ s w arm  f ire s id e ?

Behold the children at thy gate, 
And hasten! for they weep and 

wait;
T h e  wind its icy  vengeance wreaks- 
T h e  blind snows pelt their pallid 

ch eek s.
Hasten— fo r  one day they shall res* 
F o ld e d  unto the Christ, His breast!

 * ---------------T H E  O N L Y  W A Y  O U T .

Mrs. Casey—“I don’t know what we’ll put in little Patsy’s stockin’, “What shall you do at Christ* 
Mike. He writ a letther t’ Santy Clans axin’ f’r a rale auttymobile, mas-time?” asked the goo»e. “What 
no liss.” (the rest of th- world wi’V be do-

Mr. Casey—“Shure, we’ll drop a few drops iv gassyline in it an’ ing—gobble!” said the turi:<=”. But 
I’ll bet he’ll be thankful he didn’t git th’ rist iv the machine.” he didn’t. %


