
O K ,  L A D Y  B L A N C H E ’ S  B 1 T T E E  

P U N I S H M E N T

C H A P T E R  X X V I I I .
F lo r is  C a r lis le  ! H e  c lu tch e d  the 

se a t  w ith  b o th  h an d s , a n d  lo o k e d  
d o w n  a t  h e r  as she b e n t fo r w a r d , 
h e r  fa c e  h id d e n  in  h e r  h a n d s , h er  
s lig h t fig u re  shr.ken by  h e r  g r i e f ; 
lo o k e d  d ow n  a t  h e r  w ith  an  e x p r e s ­
s ion  in  h is  fa c e  w h ich , d r e a d fu l as 
i l  w as, b u t  p o o r ly  re fle c te d  th e r e ­
m orse  w ith in  h im .

R e t r ib u t io n ! W h a t re tr ib u t io n  
c o u ld  b e  m o r e  d i r e - m o r e  co m p le te  
th a n  th is  ?

T h a t the v e ry  w om a n  w ho h a d , 
as  it  w e re , p lu ck e d  h im  fr o m  th e 
d ep th s  o f  d e g ra d a t io n , a n d  in sp ire d  
h im  w ith  a d e s ire  fo r  a  h ig h e r  l ife , 
s h o u ld  p r o v e  to  b e  th e g ir l  w hom  
h e h ad , w ith  c o ld -b lo o d e d  h e a r t ­
lessn ess , tr ick e d  a n d  d e c e iv e d !

I t  seem ed  so d ir e c t  a b lo w  fro m  
ai> in d igD a n t P r o v id e n c e  th a t  he 
s to o d  s tu n n ed  a n d  o v e rw h e lm e d .

W h a t sh o u ld  h e  say  to  h e r  1 
G r e a t  an d  m e rc ifu l H e a v e n  !— w h a t 
c o u ld  he say 1 In  an  in sta n t a w ild  
te m p ta tio n  a ssa iled  h im . W h y 
Bhould h e te l l  h e r  w ho h e w a s, a n d  
th e  cr im e  h e h ad  co m m itte d  ?

W h y  n o t  k eep  h is  s e c r e t  fo r e v e r , 
o r  a t an y  ra te  u n til h e  h ad  m a rr ie d  
h e r  a n d  m a d e  h e r  h is  ow n  ? H e  
m ig h t te ll h e r  th en , p erh a p s .

H e  p u t  th e  te r r ib le  te m p ta tio n  
a w a y  fro m  h im  w ith  a sh u d d er . V ile  
as h e h ad  b e e n , he w as n o t  v ile  
e n o u g h  fo r  th at.

H is  h ea d  d r o o p e d ; a  w is tfu l, a ch ­
in g  lo n g in g  cam e o v e r  h im  to  te ll 
h e r  a l l ; to  th ro w  h im se lf a t h e r  fee t 
a n d  sa y , “ I t  is  I ,  w h o  lo v e  y o u  
b e tte r  th an  life  it s e lf ,  w h o  h av e  
d on e  t h i s !”  b lit  h e c o u ld  n o t  find  
s tre n g th  fo r  it .

H e  w a ite d  ; s ile n t, m o t io n le ss—  
h is b ra in  w h ir lin g , h is h e a r t  a ch in g  
w itn  a d u ll, g n a w i ig  d e sp a ir .

F lo r is  s tru g g le d  w ith  h e r  o u tb u r s t  
o f  g r ie f .

S lo w ly  she ra ise d  h er  h ea d , an d  
s tre tch e d  o u t  h er  h a n d  to w a r d  h im , 
b u t h e d id  n o t— c o u ld  n o t— tak e it.

“ F o r g iv e  m e ! ”  she s a id ;  “ I — T 
h a v e  b e e n  v e ry  selfish . B u t it  w ill 
a ll com e b a ck  to  m e so p la in ly  ! I t  
seem s o n ly  y e s te r d a y  th a t it  a ll 
h a p p e n e d , in ste a d  o f  m on th s  a g o  ! 
A n d  n ow , n ow  th a t I  h av e  to ld  you  
a ll , y o u  see, d o  y o u  n o t , th a t it  is 
im p o ss ib le  I  c o u ld  e v e r  b e  y o u r  
w i f e ;  d o  y o u  n o t ? ”

H e  tr ie d  to  sp ea k , b u t  th e  w o rd s  
d ie d  a w a y  on  h is d r y  lip s .

“ A h , y e s ,”  she sa id , “ i t  is  b e t ­
te r  th a t it  sh ou ld  be so , th a t  y ou  
s h o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d  w hy— w hy it  ca n ­
n o t  b e  as y o u  w o u ld  w ish  it . B u t 
1 am  v e ry  g r a t e fu l ; y o u  h av e  b een  
v e ry  k in d  an d  co n s id e r a te , an d  T 
am  so rry  th a t I  c o u ld  n o t  say yes . 
A s  to  tr u s t , y e s , I  w o u ld  h ave  
tr u s te d  y o u . I  d o  n o t  th in k  y o u  
w ill g o  b a ck  to  th e  ev il life  y o u  
h a v e  liv e d . If-— i f , ”  she w e n t on , 
lo o k in g  u p  a t  h im  a n d  s ta rtin g  
s lig h tly  a t th e s igh t o f  th e  p a llo r  
a n d  h a g g a rd n e ss  w h ich  h ad  se tt le d  
on  h is  fa c e — “ if  y o u  h a v e  fr e e ly  f o r ­
g iv e n  m e fo r  in flic tin g  so m u ch  pa in  
on y o u , w ill y o u  p ro m ise  m e th a t 
— th a t y o u  w ill k e e p  th e  re so lu tio n  
th a t y o u  h a v e  m a d e ? ”

H e  w as s ilen t.
S he s igh ed .
“ I f  y o u  w o u ld ,”  she p le a d e d  

m e e k ly , “ it  w o u ld  b e  s o j ie  c o n s o la ­
tion  f o r  m e in  m y s o litu d e  to  fe e l 
th a t I  h ad  b e e n  th e  m ean s o f  e f ­
fe c t in g  som e g o o d  in ray p o o r ,  m is­
e ra b le  l i f e ! W ill  y o u  n o t  p rom ise  
to  k e e p  u p on , th e  p a th  w h ich  y ou  
h a v e  s tru ck  o u t  fo r  y o u r s e l f ? ”

S he p u t  o u t  h e r  h a n d  w ith  a 
h u m b le , d e p r e c a t in g  g la n ce  a t h im , 
a n d  s low ly  h e to o k  h er  h a n d  and 
h e ld . i t  in  h is  ow n , h o t  a n d  b u rn in g  
a n d  fev er ish .

“ I  p r o m is e ,”  he sa id , h o a r se ly . 
“ I  p r o m is e ! Y o u  sh a ll see  th a t  I  
ca n  re m e m b e r , a n d  k e e p  m y p r o m ­
is e .”

T h a t w as a ll. H e  co u ld  n o t  tru s t 
h im se lf to  u tte r  a n o th e r  w o rd .

H e  p u t h e r  h an d  d ow n  g e n tly , 
lo o k e d  in to  h e r  ey es  w ith  a ll th e 
a g o n y  o f  d e sp a ir  b u r n in g  in  h is, an d  
tu rn e d  a n d  le f t  h er .

W7ith  u n ste a d y  step s  a n d  w ith  th e  
fa ce  o f  a m an w h o  has su d d en ly  
b e e n  to ld  th a t h e is c o n d e m n e d  to  
d ea th , h e  m a d e  h is  w ay  to  h is h o ­
te l.

I t  w as th e H o te l  I ta lia , th e  b es t 
h o te l in  th e p la ce , and  he h e ld  the 
b e s t  ro o m s  in it.

F o r  w hen  h e h a d  to ld  F lo r is  th a t 
h e  w as p o o r , h e h ad  o m itte d  to  te ll 
h e r  th a t it  w as h is .in ten tion  to  g ive  
up th e  m on ey  he h ad  to  som e c h a r ­
ity .

H e  c ro s s e d  th e s tre e t  a n d  e n te r ­
in g  th e h a ll , w e n t up to  th e  la n d ­
lo r d , w h ose  v o ice  h e h e a r d  ra ised  in 
lo u d  co n v e rs a t io n  w ith  h is  w ife .

O sca r  R a y m o n d  le a n e d  a g a in st 
the w in d ow  o f  th e  li* tie  o ffice , an d  
w a ite d  t i l l  the m an  w as d ise n g a g e d .

N o w  a n d  th en  fra g m e n ts  o f  th e 
co n v e rs a t io n  re a ch e d  h im . I t  
seem ed  th a t th ey  w e re  d e p lo r in g  
th e ir  la ck  o f  a c co m m o d a tio n .

A n  E n g lish  m ilo rd  w as a b o u t  to  
a rr iv e  w ith  h is  fr ie n d s  a n d  su ite , 
a n d  the H o te l  I ta l ia  w as t o o  fu ll  to  
a ffo rd  th em  th e  ro o m s  th ey  r e q u ir ­
ed .

“ B a r t i ! I t  is  a lw a y s  s o ! ”  e ja c u ­
la te d  th e  l it t le  la n d lo r d , e x c ite d ly . 
“ W h en  on e  is  b u sy  th en  com e  p e r ­
sons o f  im p o r ta n ce , a n d  on e  h as to  
sen d  th em  to  th e a tt ics— a t o th e r  
tim es , w hen  on e  is em p ty , th en  no 
o n e  co m e s  o f  an y  k i n d ; it  is  a lw a ys 
s o ! ”

O sca r R a y m o n d  s te p p e d  u p  to  
him .

“ Y o u  can  h a v e  m y r o o m s ,”  h e 
sa id . “ I  le a v e  F lo r e n c e  to -n ig h t .”

“ B u t s ig n o r  ”
“ Y o u  ca n  h av e  th em  in h a lf  an 

h o u r ,”  w e n t on  O sca r  R a y m on d . 
“ S en d  m y lu g g a g e  to  th e  ra ilw a y  
s ta t io n .”

T h e  la n d lo r d  w as p r o fu s e  in  his 
re g re ts  a t lo s in g  so g o o d  a  c u s t o ­
m er  as S ig n o r  R a y m o n d , a n d  g r a t i­
tu d e  fo r  h is  c o n s id e ra t io n .

“ Y o u  see , th is  is  a g r e a t  E n g lish  
m ilo rd — oh , v e ry  g r e a t ! a n d  n a tu r ­
a lly  th e H o te l I ta lia  w o u ld  lik e  to  
g iv e  h im  o f  its  b e s t ! ”

“ W h o  is h e ? ”  a sk ed  O sca r  R a y ­
m on d , in d iffe re n tly .

T h e  la n d lo r d  tr ie d  t o  rem em b er  
th e n am e, b u t  a ft e r  s tr ik in g  h is 
fo r e h e a d  m e lo d ra m a t ica lly  sev era l 
tim es , g a v e  it  u p  as  a  b a d  jo b ,  an d  
O sca r R a y m o n d  a sce n d e d  to  h is 
r o o m s  a n d  lis t le ss ly  p a ck e d  h is  
th in gs. W h e n  h e h ad  fin ish ed , he 
d e sce n d e d  a n d  g a v e  th e  k ey s  o f  his 
a p a rtm en ts  to  th e  la n d lo r d .

“ T h ey  a re  a t  y o u r  d isp o sa l n o w ,”  
he sa id .

H a v in g  p a id  h is b il ls  h e  w e n t to  
th e  s ta t io n , a n d  a im less ly  to o k  a 
t ick e t  fo r  P a r is . In  P a r is  h e w ou ld  
be a b le  to  th in k  o f  h is  u lt im a te  d e s ­
t in a tio n . H e r e , in  F lo r e n c e , he 
c o u ld  th in k  o f  n o th in g  sa ve  the 
p a le , lo v e ly  fa ce  o f  th e  g ir l  h e  h ad  
le f t  w e e p in g  in  th e  s q u a r e ! th e  g ir l 
w hose  hapi^iness h e w o u ld  g iv e  his 
h e a r t ’ s b lo o d  to  s e cu re , th e  g ir l 
w hose  fe lic ity  he h ad  ru in e d  and  
w r e c k e d !

M o re  u tte r ly  w re tch e d  th an  h e 
h ad  th o u g h t it  p o s s ib le  fo r  h im  e v e r  
to  b e , h e p a ce d  u p  a n d  d ow n  th e 
s ta tion .

T h e  u su a l b u st le  a n d  stir  o f  an 
a rr iv in g  tra in  p a sse d  h im  b y  u n ­
n o t ice d , th e  p e o p le  s ta r te d  n ow  an d  
then  a t th e  ta ll , d is t in g u ish e d  m an 
w ith  th e w a n , h a g g a rd  fa c e , b u t  he 
w as u n co n sc io u s  o f  th e ir  g la n ce s . 
A ll h is  th o u g h ts  w e re  c o n c e n tr a te d  
on  F lo r is  C a r lis le .

The e x p e c te d  tra in  ca m e  in , an d  
he w as tu rn in g  in h is res tle ss  p r o ­
m en a d e  to  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  w a y  o f  
th e b u s t le , w hen  h e  saw  th e  d o o r  o f  
a  f irs t-c la ss  co m p a rtm e n t  o p e n  an d  
a g en tlem a n  a lig h t. I t  w as L o r d  
N orm a n  !

In  a m om en t, a t s igh t o f  h im , O s­
ca r  R a y m o n d  s to o d  m o tio n le ss , th en  
w ith  an  e f fo r t  he r e c o v e r e d  h is p r e s ­
en ce  o f  m in d  a n d  s lip p e d  b eh in d  a 
p il la r .

L o r d  N o rm a n  h e ld  o u t  h is h an d  
to  som e o n e  in  th e  c a r r ia g e , an d  
th e  som e on e p r o v e d  to  b e  L a d y  
B la n ch e .

L o r d  S e y m o u r  fo llo w e d , a n d  the 
tw o  v a le ts  an d  L a d y  B la n ch e ’ s m a id  
ca m e up to  th em  fro m  a secon d - 
c la ss  ca rr ia g e .

O sca r R a y m o n d  to o k  in  a ll th e  
scen e  m ea n t in  a m om en t.

T h ey  w e re  m a r r ie d !
H e  le a n e d  a g a in st  th e  p i l l a r ; h is 

a rm s fo ld e d 1 a cro s s  h is  ch e st , h is 
h ea d  d r o o p in g .

T h ey  a re  m a rr ie d  ! T h e  p lo t  h e 
h ad  c o n c e iv e d  h ad  b e e n  s u c c e s s fu l !

L a d y  B la n ch e  h ad  tr iu m p h e d , 
a n d  F lo r is  C a r lis le  w as le f t  in  th e 
b la n k n ess  o f  s o litu d e  a n d  d e se rt io n .

A n  a w fu l ra g e  an d  d e sp a ir  sp ra n g  
fu ll-b o r n  in to  h is  b re a st.

L a d y  B la n ch e  lo o k e d  m o re  b e a u ­
t i fu l th an  e v e r  as she s to o d  b y  
L o r d  N o r m a n ’ s s ide . T h e o ld  se ­
ren e , p la c id  lo v e lin e ss  h ad  r e tu rn ­
ed  to  h e r  fa ir  fa c e , a n d  sh on e  in 
h er  v e lv e ty  eyes .

“ I  h ave  tr iu m p h ed  ! I  h av e  w on  !”  
seem ed  to  p r o c la im  itse lf  in b e r  
v e ry  g a it  an d  b e a r in g .

And as he looked there rose be­
f o r e  h is  eyes th e  v is io n  o f  F lo r is , 
pale a n d  sad  a n d  d e s p a ir in g , r o b ­
bed by th e  v ile s t  a cts  o f  h e r  lo v e r , 
a n d  h e r  y o u n g  life  c o n d e m n e d  to  
m e la n ch o ly  a n d  h o p e le ss  so litu d e .

M a d  ra g e  d e v o u r e d  h im . W ith  
c lin ch e d  h a n d s  he s tro d e  fo rw a rd  
as i f  t o  a c c o s t  h e r , th en  h e rem em ­
b e r e d  w h a t h e w as a n d  sh ra n k  b a ck . 
B u t h e w o u ld  n o t  le a v e  F lo r e n c e  
n o w !

H e  w a ite d  u n til th e  p a rty  h ad  
s ta rte d  f o r  th e  h o te l,  in  th e  g r a n d ­
est c a r r ia g e  a v a ila b le , th en  m o o d ­
ily  fo l lo w e d  th em .

W h en  h e  rea ch ed  th e h o te l, the 
co n fu s io n  a t te n d e n t  u p o n  th e a r r iv ­
a l o f  such  im p o r ta n t  g u ests  re ig n e d  
ra m p a n t.

In  th e s tir  a n d  b u s t le  a n d  c o n ­
fu s ion  o f  w a ite rs  a n d  ch a m b erm a id s  
— fly in g  a p p a re n t ly  w ith  n o  de fin ite  
p u rp o s e , h ith e r  a n d  th ith e r  —  h is 
re tu rn  w as u n n o tice d .

H e  w a ite d  in  th e  sh a d ow s o f  th e 
h a ll fo r  a l it t le  w h ile , w ith  n o  se t­
t le d  in te n tio n  in  h is  m in d , o n ly  a 
d im , v a g u e  ra g e  o f  im p a tie n ce  then  
a th o u g h t s tru ck  h im .

H e  w e n t to  th e  o ffice  a n d  o p e n e d  
the v is it o r ’ s b o o k . N e v e r , fo r  a 
m om en t d id  he d o u b t  th a t  th ey  w ere  
m a rr ie d , b u t  h e th o u g h t h e w ou ld  
a s ce rta in .

W ith  tr e m b lin g  h a n d  h e  tu rn e d  
to  th e p a g e  fo r  th e  d a y  a n d  b e n t 
o v e r  it  in th e  d im  ligh t.

T h en  w ith  a  lo w  c r y  o f  r e lie f  he 
shut th e  b o o k  a n d  w ip e d  fro m  his 
b ro w  th e  sw ea t th a t  h ad  g a th e re d  
th ere .

T h e  n am e she h a d  w r itte n  w as 
n o t  B la n ch e  N o rm a n , b u t B la n ch e  
S e y m o u r !

T h ey  w e re  n o t  m a rr ie d  y e t !

C H A P T E R  X X I X .

T h e  m oon  ro se  o v e r  th e  c ity  and  
p o u r e d  its  lig h t  on  to  th e f r o n t  o f 
th e  H o te l  I ta lia .

In  a b a lco n y  on  th e  first flo o r  
L o r d  N o rm a n  w as sea ted  in  a  low  
ch a ir .

A  c ig a r  th a t  h ad  g o n e  o u t  w as 
b e tw e e n  h is  fin g ers , a n d  his 
th o u g h ts  seem ed  to  h av e  w a n d e r ­
ed  fa r  a w a y .

H e  w as lo o k in g  o ld e r  b y  som e 
y e a rs  th a n  w h en  w e saw  h im  la st, 
an d  th e re  w as a  s ca r  on  h is f o r e ­
h ea d  w h ich  L o r d  H a r r y ’ s s ta g  h ad  
le f t  as a s lig h t re m in d e r .

T h ere  w as, ytQO, a  sad  m o o d in e ss  
in  th e d a rk  ey es  th a t  r o b b e d  h is 
fa c e  o f  its  y o u th fu ln e s s , a n d  w as 
n o t  g o o d  to  see.

I t  w as th e  lo o k  o f  a  m an  w h o  h ad  
fo u n d  life  c o n s ; d e r a b ly  less  w o rth  
liv in g  fo r — a lo^ k  o f  d o u b t  a n d  d is ­
tru s t o f  h is fe llo w s , w h ich  R ou ssea u  
m igh t h a v e  w orn  in  h is  w o rs t  
e p o ch .

H e  ra t  v e ry  s t ill , a n d  w ith  the 
g ra v e , q u e e r  lo o k  in- h is  ey es , an d  
d o u b tle ss  h is  m in d  w as w a n d e r in g  
to  som e o f  th o se  m o o n lig h t  n igh ts  
on  w h ich , w ith  F lo r is  b y  h is  s id e , 
h e h a d  fe lt  a ssu red  th a t th e  w o r ld  
w as th e  b e s t  o f  a ll p o ss ib le  w o r ld s , 
a n d  th a t  life  w as w e ll w o rth  liv in g .

A b s o r b e d  in th is  m o o d y  co n te m ­
p la t io n , h e d id  n o t  h e a r  a  lig h t 
s tep  on  th e  w in d ow  sill b e h in d  h im  ; 
a n d  L a d y  B la n ch e  s te p p e d  o u t  an d  
la id  h er  h an d  on  h is sh o u ld e r  b e ­
fo r e  h e k n ew  th a t she w as n ea r .

“ H o w  b e a u t ifu l it  is , B r u c e ,”  
she sa id , s o ft ly , lo o k in g  o u t  on  th e  
c ity  th a t la y  in  th e m o o n lig h t  b e ­
n eath  th em  lik e  a  p ic tu r e  o f  C a n a - 
le t t i ’ s. “ I  am  a w fu lly  fo n d  o f 
F lo r e n c e . A n d  o n e  sees it  a t  its  
b e s t  t o -n ig h t .”

H e  n o d d e d , b u t h e d id  n o t  sp ea k .
N e v e r  v e ry  ta lk a t iv e , h e h ad  b e ­

com e  re m a rk a b ly  s ile n t a n d  sh o rt 
o f  sp eech  s in ce  th e  n ew s o f  F lo r is ’ 
“ fa lse n e s s ”  h a d  b een  b ro k e n  to  
h im .

“ P o o r  p a p a  has g o n e  to  b e d ,”  
she w e n t o n , s o ft ly , h er  h a n d  r e s t ­
in g  on  h is  s h o u ld e r , so th a t  h er  
w h ite , d e lica te  fin g ers  c o u ld  to u ch  
his h a ir . “ H e  is  t ir e d  o u t . W h a t 
d o  y o u  th in k  h e sa id  to -n ig h t , 
B r u c e ? ”  a n d  she b lu sh ed  and  
sm iled .

“ D o n ’ t k n o w ,”  ca m e  lis tle ss ly  
fro m  h is lip s.

“ H e  sa id  th a t w e m igh t h ave  
w a ite d  u n t il w e  w e re  m a rr ie d  b e ­
fo r e  w e m ad e th is  tr ip , a n d  th a t it  
w as c o n fo u n d e d ly  lik e  a  h o n e y ­
m o o n . P o o r  p a p a . I t  w as a  lit t le  
t o o  b a d  to  d r a g  h im  a cro s s  the 
c h a n n e l; b u t  it  w ill d o  h im  g o o d , 
a n d  I  am  su re  y o u  a re  e v e r  so m uch  
b e tte r , a r e n ’ t y o u , B r u c e ? ”

“ C o n s id e r in g  th a t  th ere  h a sn ’ t 
b e e n  th e  s lig h te s t th in g  th e  m a tte r  
w ith  m e i o r  m on th s  p a st , I  m ay say 
th a t I  a m ,”  h e a n sw e re d  la n g u id ­
ly . “ I ’ v e  n o t ice d , B la n ch e , th a t 
y o u  h a v e  g o t  a  fix ed  id e a  in  y o u r  
h ead  th a t  th is  tr ip  w as m a d e  fo r  
m y e sp e c ia l b en e fit . I t  is  v e ry  fla t­
te r in g  to  m e, b u t  m y ”

“ Y e s , y e s , I  k n o w ,”  she sa id , 
w ith  a lit t le  la u g h , b u t  w ith  a  su d ­
d en  res tle ss  sh im m er in  h e r  ey es  
th a t w as s tra n g e ly  a t  v a r ia n ce  w ith  
h e r  se re n e  a n d  re p o se fu l v o ic e . 
“ B u t a ll the tim e  i t  w as I  w h o  w as 
so a n x io u s  to  g e t  o u t  o f  E n g la n d . 
I* *• q u ite  tr u e , B ru ce , I  h a d  g row n

sick of England; Scotland, especi­
ally.”

“Scotland isn’t England,” he 
murmured.

“I longed to get away, and I 
should have been ill if I hadn’t 
crossed the channel. And—and it 
was so good of you to consent to 
our marriage taking place at 
Paris ”

He looked at his c ig a r , a n d  see­
ing that it was o u t , flun g  it  away 
and felt for his c ig a r  ca se .

“I have a letter to write now, 
Bruce,” she said, presently. “It 
is but a short one. Wait here and 
I will join you when I have finish­
ed.”

And she left him.
(To be continued.)

f On the Farm |

A  C O W ’ S A C C O U N T .

F a rm e rs , d o  y o u  k e e p  r e c o r d s ?  I t  
is d o u b tfu l if  th e re  is  a n y o n e  th in g  
th a t  w ill a d d  m o re  to  th e in te r e s t  o f  
fa rm  la b o r , o r  m ak e its  u se fu ln ess  
m o re  a p p a re n t  in sh o r te r  tim e th an  
o n e  s im p le  m e th o d  o f  fig u r in g . 
S u p p o s in g  th a t  m ix e d  fa r m in g  is 
fo l lo w e d , an  a n sw e r  is d e s ire d  to  
the q u e r y , w h ich  p a y s  b e s t , sh eep , 
p o u ltr y , f r u it ,  c o w s , s te e rs  o r  
g ra in  ? I t  m ay  be fo u n d  a fte r  a 
y e a r ’ s r e c o r d  th a t th e  fa rm  is b e s t  
a d a p te d  fo r  d a iry in g . T h en  w ill 
n a tu r a lly  fo llo w  th e  in v e s tig a t io n , 
w hich  co w  p a y s  b e s t  ? T h is  ph ase  
o f  th e  q u e s t io n  has n o t  y e t  a p p e a l­
ed  to  a ll o w n e rs  o f  d a iry  h e rd s , 
b u t  is in  tru th  a t  the v e ry  fo u n d a ­
tion  o f  p ro fita b le  d a iry in g . Flvery 
fa r m e r  is in te re s te d  in  cu tt in g  o u t  
a ll u n p ro fita b le  fe a tu r e s  o f  h is  b u s i­
ness, h e  w a n ts  to  p r o d u c e  p le n ty  o f  
g o o d  m ilk  a t  th e  le a s t  co s t , a n d  to  
th is en d  d a iry  re c o r d s  a re  in d isp e n ­
sa b le . W h y  ? S im p ly  b e ca u s e  th ey  
e n a b le  th e  w a tch fu l o w n e r  to  d e ­
te c t  th ose  co w s  th a t g iv e  th e  m ost 
m ilk  a n d  fa t  in p r o p o r t io n  to  th e 
fe e d  co n su m e d . W h ich  co w s  w ill 
r e s p o n d  to  a  l it t le  e x t r a  g ra in  ? 
W h ich  co w  ca n  I  le a s t  a ffo rd  to  
se ll ? A r e  a n y  in  m y h e rd  n o t  p a y ­
in g  ? W ill  it  p a y  m e to  g e t  a  g o o d  
p u re  b re d  s ir e ?  T h e  d a iry m a n  
n eed s  to  k n ow  such  p o in ts  d e fin ite ­
ly  h e n ce  h e  m u st k e e p  r e co rd s  o f  
fe e d  a n d  m ilk . F o rm s  a re  su p p lie d  
fre e  on  a p p lica t io n  to  th e  D a iry  
C om m iss io n e r , O tta w a , O nt.

W IN T E R  F E E D IN G .

H e n s  w ill la y  d u r in g  a ll sea son s 
o f  th e  y e a r  p r o v id in g  th ey  a re  w ell 
fe d . T h ey  sh o u ld  re ce iv e  su fficien t 
f o o d  to  su sta in  life  a n d  ren ew  the 
tissu es , k e e p  th e b o d y  w a rm  an d  
p r o d u c e  eggs . I f  th e re  is n o t  suffi­
c ie n t  fo r  a ll th is  th e  e g g  y ie ld  w ill 
b e  ro b b e d  to  su p p ly  th e  d e fic ien c ies  
f o r  th e o th e r  d em a n d s. A s  soon  as 
th e h ens on  th e  ra n g e  cea se  to  find  
a su fficien t su p p ly  o f  b u g s  and  
w orm s to  sa tis fy  th e  d e m a n d  fo r  
m ea t th ey  m u st b e  fe d  m e a t o r  th e 
y ie ld  o f  eg g s  w ill ce a se . H e n s  b e ­
g in  to  la y  q u ick ly  in  sp r in g  as soon  
as v e g e ta t io n  b eg in s  to  sp ro u t an d  
b u g s  an d  w orm s a re  p le n t i fu l ;  and  
th ey  ce a se  ju s t  as q u ick ly  w hen  th is 
n ecess ity  is ta k en  fro m  th em . A  
q u ick  resp on se  to  th e  d em a n d s  o f  
n a tu re  sh ou ld  b e  g iv en  to  su p p ly  
the hen  w hen  th e  fr o s ts  o f  fa l l b e ­
gin  to  d e p r iv e  h e r  o f  n a tu r e ’ s fo o d  
su p p ly .

P o u ltr y  th a t is to  b e  so ld  to  m a r ­
k e t, w h e th e r  o ld  o r  y o u n g , sh ou ld  
be h e ld  o v e r  u n til th ey  h av e  fin ish ­
ed  th e  m o lt  a n d  h av e  b een  fe d  in to  
p r o p e r  co n d it io n  f o r  m a rk et . I t  
n e v e r  p a y s  to  se ll h en s  in  m o lt  u n ­
less th ey  a re  fa t  a n d  p lu m p . T h ere  
is a lw a y s  a  loss  in se llin g  y o u n g  
s to ck  in  th in  flesh  o r  p o o r  c o n d i­
t io n . T h in  p o u ltr y  w ill a v e ra g e  3 
to  3 p o u n d s  in  w e ig h t. T h is  sam e 
p o u ltr y  p r o p e r ly  fe d  in to  m a rk et 
c o n d it io n  w ill w e ig h  4 %  to  4 %  
p o u n d s  ea ch . A ll  th e  a d d itio n  
a b o v e  th e o r ig in a l w ill b e  ta b le  
m ea t, a n d  th e  ca rca ss  is a d v a n ce d  
o n e -th ird  in  w e ig h t w ith o u t a d d in g  
a n y th in g  to  th e  w a ste  m a te r ia l 
P o u ltr y  th in  in  flesh  at 9c a p o u n d  
is less  p r o fita b le  to  th e  p u rch a se r  
th an  th e sam e p o u ltr y  w o u ld  b e  if 
fa t te n e d  to  ta b le  w e ig h t a n d  p u r ­
ch a sed  a t  14c. p e r  p o u n d . A  g o o d  
q u a lity  b r in g s  a p ro fita b le  m a rk et 
p r ice .

COWS A N D  CASH. '
D a iry  fa rm e rs  in  C a n a d a  sh ou ld  

th in k  se r io u s ly  o f  w h a t m ig h t e a s ­
ily  b e  a cco m p lish e d  b y  a  v e ry  l it ­
tle  e x t r a  e f fo r t ?  Very few  w ou ld  
p a ss  b y  th e o p p o r tu n ity  o f  p ick in g  
u p  five o r  s ix  five d o lla r  b ills . A  
huge sum o f  m on ey  is  w a it in g  fo r  
owners o f  d a iry  cow s .

N o t  o n ly  is p r e se n t  ca sh  v a lu e  as- 
tured fo r  th e  a p p lica tio n  o f  a l it t le

brain power, but a solid and per^
m a n e n t im p ro v e m e n t o f  d a ir y  con-^
d it io n s , a  d is t in c t  ra is in g  o f  the*1 
w h o le  s ta tu s  o f  d a ir y  fa r m in g , a 1 
m e a su ra b le  g a in  in  contentment 
a n d  s e lf -r e s p e c t , a  notable a n d  e n -! 
v ia b le  a d d it io n  to  our re p u ta t io n  
a m on g  th e  n a t io n s  o f  tlie w o r ld  as 
h igh  c la ss  d a iry m en  would quickly, 
re su lt . U n fo r tu n a te ly  we h a v e  to ! 
g c  on  r e c o r d  even  in  these d a y s  o f  
w id e sp re a d  a n d  e a s ily -a v a ila b le ; 
d a iry  k n o w le d g e  as  owning lo ts  of- 
cow s  th a t p r o d u c e  only 2,000 o r  2 , - ‘ 
500 p o u n d s  m ilk  d u r in g  th e ir  best 
s ix  o r  seven  m on th s . Such cows 
a re  n o  c r e d it  to  th e ir  o w n e r s , a n d  
such  o w n e rs  s ca rce ly  d e  c r e d it  to  
th e d ig n ified  t it le  o f  d a iry m e n . C a ­
n ad ia n s  sh ou ld  je a lo u s ly  g u a r d  
a g a in st such  a c o n d it io n  o f  a ffa irs  
b e in g  p o ss ib le . I t  is  ea sy  to  d e te c t  
th ose  p o o r  co w s  by r e c o r d in g  
w e ig h ts  o f  m ilk , a n d  it is in ju r iou s - 
to  an y  d is tr ic t  t o  re ta in  such w r e t­
ch ed  sp ec im en s , m o n g re ls  not re a l 
d a iry  cow s. The q u e e n  of the d a iry ,! 
the se le c t  co w  w ill d o  in fin ite ly  bet­
te r  if  h a n d le d  r ig h t by m en who 
p u t d a iry  in te llig e n ce  into d a ily  op­
e ra t io n . T o  re tu rn  to  that p ile  of 
c a s h ; i f  o n ly  h a lf  th e  cows in  O n ­
ta r io  w e re  m ad e to  y ie ld  ju s t  ten 
d o lla r s  m o re  w o rth  o f  m ilk , it  m eans- 
an  e x tr a  five  m illio n s  o f  d o lla r s  
w ith in  ea sy  re a ch .

 ---------------

HOW IIE REFORMED.

An Old Toper Explained to a Synu 
pathetic Andiencc.

F a th e r  M a th ew , th e  Ir ish  a d v o  
ca te  o f  te m p e ra n ce , w h ose  n am e, 
sa id  D r . W illia m  E lle r y  C h a n n in g , 
d e se ry e d  “ to  b e  p la c e d  in th e c a l­
en d a r  n o t  fa r  b e lo w  th a t o f  th e  
a p o s t le s ,”  o fte n  h a d  to  lis te n  to 
p e r so n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ich  Hid nofcj 
so u n d  so t r a g ic  as th e  p en ite n t! 
m ea n t th em  to  b e . O n e  e v e n in g , i 
says th e  R e v . E d w a rd  G illia t , in ' 
“ H e r o e s  o f  M o d e rn  C ru s a d e s ,”  ani 
o ld  to p e r  h ad  b e e n  e x p la in in g  to  aj 
sy m p a th etic  a u d ie n c e  h ow  he had,' 
been  g iv e n  to  lo n g  s p r e e s :

“ W e l l ,”  sa id  he, “ of course I  
k in d  o ’ th o u g h t I  couldn’t go on 
w id o u t  b r in g in g  m e and the pooir, 
w ife  a n d  c h ild e r  to  sup sorrow.

“ I  firs t  d ra n k  m e ow n  c lo th e s  in- 
to  p a w n ; th en  I  d r a n k  m e w ife ’ s 
c lo a k  o ff h e r  b a ck  ; th en  I  d r a n k  h e r  
fla n n e l p e t t ic o a t  a n d  h e r  g o u n d  
th en  I  d r a n k  th e cu p s  a n d  sau cers : 
o u t  o f  th e c u p b o a r d ; th en  I  d r a n k ’ 
th e  p o t  a n d  th e  k e tt le  o ff th e  fire  J.( 
th en  I  d ra n k  th e  b e d c lo th e s  fro m ; 
th e  b e d , a n d  th e b e d  fro m  u n d e r , 
me se lf a n d  m e w ife .

“ W e ll ,  w h a t b r o u g h t  m e to  m b 
sen ses  a t  la s t w as th e  c o ld  flur& 
a n d  th e  p o o r  ch ild h e r  cry in g , 
‘D a d d y , w e ’ re  so h u n g ry  I’

“ I  r e m e m b e r  th e la s t  n ig h t o f  m e 
b !a ’ g u a rd in g  th e re  w a sn ’ t  a  b it  t o  
ea t o r  a sup  to  ta s te  f o r  th e  p o o r  
l it t le  t h in g s ; a n d  th e b ig  b o y , h e  
sa id , ‘ P o o r  m u d d e r  d id n ’ t  e a t  a  b it  
a ll d a y ; she g a v e  a ll she h a d  t o  
ICatty a n d  B i l ly . ’

“  ‘D a d d y , I  c a n ’ t  g o  to  s leep , 
I ’ m  so c o w ld , ’ says th e  l it t le s t  b o y .

“  ‘ G o d  fo r g iv e  y o u r  u n n a tu r a l 
f a t h e r !’ sa id  I ,  ‘ a n d  h o u ld  y e r
w h ish t, ’ sa id  I ,  ‘ a n d  I ’ ll m ak e y e
c o m fo r ta b le  ; ’ a n d  w ith  th a t, sa v in g  
y o u r  p r e se n ce , la d ie s , I  ta k e s  m e 
b re e ch e s— ’ tis  n o  la u g h in g  m a tte r ,; 
I te l l  y e — a n d  I  g o e s  o v e r  to  th e 
cra y ch e rs , a n d  I  stick s  on e  o f  th e 
ch ild h e r  in to  on e  o f  th e le g s , a n d
a n o th e r  o f  th e c h ild h e r  in to  tiie
o th e r  le g , a n d  I  b u tto n s  th e  w a ist-! 
ba n d  ro u n d  th e ir  n e c k s ; a n d  I  
to u ld  ’ em  fo r  th e ir  li fe  n o t  to . 
sn eeze .

“ B u t b e  co c k r o w  in  th e  m o rn in g  
B illy , w ho w as a  m ig h ty  a ir ly  b ir d , 
cr ie s  o u t :

“ ‘ D a d d y ;  d a d d y ! ’
“ ‘ W h a t ’ s th e  m a t te r ? ’ says I .
“  ‘ I  w a n t to  g e t  u p , d a d d y ? ’ says 

he.
“  ‘ W e ll , g e t  u p , a n d  b a d  scran  

to  y e  !’ says I .
“  ‘ I  c a n ’ t , ’ says th e  y o u n g  sh a v ­

er .
“  ‘W7hy c a n ’ t  y e , y e  c a n ta n k e r o u s  

c u r ? ’ says I .
“  ‘M e a n d  T o m m y ’ s in  th e b re e ch ­

e s , ’ says h e , sa d ly .
“  ‘ G e t  o u t  o f  i t , ’  says  I .
“ ‘ D a d d y , d o n ’ t y e  re m e m b e r  f 

W e ’ re  b u t to n e d  u p , ' says  th e  lit t le  
ch a p , ’ s sm a rt as y e  p le a se .

“ S o  u p  I  g o t  a n d  u n b u tto n e d  the 
c ra y ch e rs , a n d  I  says to  m ese lf, 
’ tw as a  b u r n in g  sham e th a t  th e ch il­
d h er  o f  a C h ristia n  m an sh ou ld  be  
b u tto n e d  up y o n d e r  in ste a d  o ’ ly ­
in g  in  a d a c in t  b ed .

“ S o  I  s lip s  th e  b re e ch e s  on  me 
s h a n k s ,”  c o n c lu d e d  th e  p e n ite n t , 
“ a n d  o ff  I  g o e s  to  y o u r  r iv e r e n ce  
an d  ta k es  th e  p le d g e ;  a n d  ’ tw as 
th e  c ro w n  p ie ce  th a t  y o u r  r iv e r -, 
e n ce , G o d  .b less  y e !  s lip p e d  in to  th e , 
h ee l o ’ m e fist th a t se t m e up a g a in  
in the w o r ld ! ”

 * ---------------

I f  y o u  can  say a n y th in g  g o e d  of, 
a m an  say it n o w . T o -m o r r o w  m ay, 
b e  t o o  la te . ’


