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OR, LAD Y BLANCHE'S B IT T E R  
PUNISHM EN T

C H A P T E R  X X V I I .

F lo r is  la y  a w a k e  th a t n ig h t th in k 
in g  o f  th is  w hich  h ad  b e fa lle n  h er .

T he p a ss io n a te  w o rd s , th e p le a d 
in g  v o ic e , ra n g  in  h er  ea rs  so th a t 
she co u ld  n o t  s leep , c o u ld  n o t th in k .

S h e w en t a b o u t  th e  h ou se  th e  n e x t  
d a y  lik e  a  ivan g h o s t , so p a le  a n d  
q u ie t , a n d  y e t  so lo v e ly  in  h er  p a l-  
l o i  a n d  q u ie tu d e , th a t  even  M rs. 
S in c la ir  sm iled  th rou g h  h er  sp e c 
ta c le s  a d m ir in g ly .

“ Y o u  w ere  r ig h t to  ca ll y o u rs e lf  
L il l ia n , m y d e a r , ’ '  she sa id . “ Y o u  
a r e  lik e  a  lily  b r o k e n  d ow n  b y  ra in , 
th is  m o r n in g ; b u t  I  d o n ’ t  lik e  to  
see y o u  so p a le . Y o u  m u st n o t  d o  
a n y  w o rk  t o -d a y .”

B u t F lo r is  in sisted  w ith  e a g e rn e ss  
u p on  a cco m p lish in g  h er  d a ily  ta sk .

T h e  d a y  w o re  on , th e  b e lls  filled  
th e  s o ft  s p r in g  a ir  w ith  th e ir  m e
lo d y , a n d  as th e  sun b e g a n  to  s lip  
b e h in d  th e  h ills , she s to le  o u t  to  
k e e p  h er  a p p o in tm e n t.

A s  she re a ch e d  th e  s q u a re , g lo w 
in g  b ra v e ly  in  its  b u d d in g  fo lia g e  
a n d  sw e e t w ith  th e s ce n t o f  a lm on d  
b lo sso m s , she saw  h im  p a c in g  to  and  
f r o ,  h is a rm s fo ld e d  on  h is b re a s t , 
th e  sun sh in in g  on  th e  c lo s e -cu t , 
ir o n -g r a y  h a ir .

H e  tu rn e d  a n d  saw  h e r , a n d  ca m e 
to w a r d  h e r  w ith  th a t  p e c u lia r  su p 
p r e ss e d  ea g e rn e ss  w h ich  b e lo n g s  to  
a lo v e r  w h o  is  still in  th e a g o n ie s  
o f  su sp en se , a n d  ra ised  h is  h at. 
F lo r is  g a v e  h im  h e r  h a n d , a n d  he 
w a lk e d  b e s id e  h e r  to  th e  sea t.

“ I t  w as g o o d  o f  y o u  to  c o m e ,”  
h e sa id  a t  la st. “ I  s ca rce ly  d a re d  
t o  h o p e  th a t  y o u  w o u ld  g ra n t my 
r e q u e s t ; it  seem ed  a b o ld  a n d  p r e 
su m p tu ou s  on e  w h ile  I  m ad e it , b u t 
a ft e r  I  le f t  y o u  it  g rew  in  m y m ind 
t o  b e  a u d a c io u s . A n d  y e t  I  co u ld  
n o t say a ll I  w ished  to  say la s t n igh t 
b e fo r e  y o u r  fr ie n d . A h , yes , it  w as 
g o o d  o f  y ou  to  c o m e .”

F lo r is  lo o k e d  s tra ig h t b e fo r e  h e r ; 
h is  v o ic e  seem ed  to  sou n d  as if  fro m  
a  d is ta n ce  a n d  m in g le d  w ith  the 
s tra in s  o f  th e b ra ss  b a n d  on  the 
q u a y .

“ I  h ad  p r o m is e d ,”  she sa id , in a 
lo w  v o i c e ;  “ b u t I  am  s o r r y  ”

“ A h , d o  n o t  say th a t ,”  h e b ro k e  
in . “ I f  y o u  k n ew  h ow  I  h av e  lo o k 
e d  fo r w a r d  to  th is  m e e tin g , h ow  1 

Tiave co u n te d  th e  h o u rs  - ”
H e  s to p p e d , an d  h is  w h ite , th in  

h a n d  w en t to  h is lip s , a s  i f  to  r e 
p re ss  th e  ea g e rn e ss  an d  p a ss ion  
w ith  w h ich  h e h ad  b e g u n  to  sp eak , 
f o r  F lo r is  h ad  sh ru n k  s ligh tly .

“ I — fo r g iv e  m e— I  am  to o  im p e tu 
o u s ,”  h e  p le a d e d ;  “ b u t  th e  d ep th  
o f  m y lo v e  fo r  y o u  m u st b e  m y e x 
cu se . M iss W o o d , I  h a v e  ask ed  
y ou  to  m e e t m e h e re  th a t  I  m ay 
h av e  a p r e c io u s  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  t e l 
lin g  y o u  h ow  d e v o te d ly  I  lo v e  y o u , 
a n d  te ll y o u  w h a t so r t  a n d  m a n n er  
o t m an  it  is w ho d a re s  to  l i f t  h is 
ey es  to  y o u . L o v e , th ey  say , lev e ls  
a ll  d is t in c t io n s ; b u t  I  fe e l th a t th e re  
is a g u lf  b e tw e e n  us w hich  on ly  
y o u r  ch a r ity  an d  m ercy  ca n  b r id g e  
o v e r . ”

H e  p a u se d , a n d  F lo r is  saw  th e  
h a n d  re s tin g  on  th e  sea t n e a r  h er 
e lb o w  tr e m b le  lik e  a  le a f  in the 
b re e z e .

“ L a s t  n ig h t, w hen  I  sp ok e  to  you  
— w ith  th e  m ad  reck lessn ess  o f  a 
m an  p ossessed  w ith  o n e  id e a , on e  
h o p e , o n e  m a d  lo n g in g  a n d  d e s ire , 
I  e x p e c te d , I  d r e a d e d  th a t  y ou  
w o u ld  sen d  m e fro m  y o u  w ith  a 
w o rd  o f  co n te m p t a n d  a n g e r . M iss 
W o o d , it  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o n ly  ju s t 
c o n te m p t a n d  w e ll-m e r ite d  a n g e r . 
W h o  am  I ,  th a t I  sh ou ld  d a re  to  
sp ea k  o f  lo v e  to  such  as y o u  ? W h o  
a m  I ?  I  w ill te l l y o u . I  w as on ce  
a  g e n tle m a n , h ave  b een  an a d v e n 
tu r e r  an d  a g a m b le r , fo r  H e a v e n 's  
sa k e , d o  n o t  tu rn  a w a y . H e a r  me 
o u t , ”  fo r  F lo r is  h ad  shru nk  aw ay 
fr o m  h im  s lig h tly  b u t p e r ce p t ib ly . 
“ H e a r  m e o u t , I  b eseech  y o u , ' he 
p le a d e d , m o iste n in g  h is  lip s  and  
c lu tch in g  th e sea t. “ I  say th a t 1 
w as an  a d v e n tu re r  a n d  g a m b le r , 
y e t  a ch a n g e  has oom e o v e r  m y life , 
m y v e ry  th o u g h ts . F a te  fa v o re d  
m e ; I  saw  y o u  a ga in  in  th e q u ie t  
ea n city  o f  y o u r  h o m e ; th e r e v e r 
e n ce  w h ich  y o u  h ad  filled  m e w ith  
le a p e d  in to  a lo v e  so d e e p  a n d  p a s 
s io n a te  th a t I  c o u ld  n o t  re p re ss  its  
u tte r a n ce . T h ou g h  I  fe lt  th a t you  
m u st d r iv e  m e fro m  y o u , as I  d e 
se rv e d  to  b e  d r iv e n , I  m u st speak , 
I  m u st te ll y o u  a ll th a t y o u r  b e a u ty , 
y o u r  p u r ity , y o u r  g o o d n e ss  h ave 
w ro u g h t in  m e .”

F lo r is  r o u s e d ' h e rse lf  fr o m  h er 
re v e r ie  an d  ra ised  h e r  h e a d , b u t 
h e p u t up h is h an d  s low ly .

“ D o  n o t  a n sw er  m e y e t . G ive  
n ie a  few  m o re  m in u tes , a few  k in d  
w o rd s , th en — th en  d o  w ith  m e w hat 
y o u  w ill. I  h ave  sa id  th a t I  am  a

g en tlem a n  b y  b i r t h ;  b u t  I  am  p o o r  
— oh , I  k n ow  y o u  so w e ll, th ou g h  
I  h a v e  seen  y o u  so few  tim es  th a t 
I  k n ow  m o n e y , w ea lth  o r  p o v e r ty  
w ou ld  m a k e  lit t le  d iffe re n c e  to  y o u  ! 
L am  p o o r . I  c o u ld  b e  a r ich  m an  
y e t , f o r  I  h av e  le a rn e d  som e sk ill 
a t  th e  g a m b lin g  ta b le , b u t  a ll th a t 
is p a sse d . I  h a v e  to u ch e d  m y la st 
c a rd , com e  w h a t w ill. F r o m  th e 
h o u r  I  firs t saw  y o u  I  r e so lv e d  th a t 
m y life , i f  I  d e c id e d  to  k e e p  it, 
sh ou ld  b e co m e  a  ch a n g e d  o n e . In  
the fu tu re  I  w o u ld  p la ce  m y se lf in 
th e ra n k s  w ith  h o n e st m en , w ou ld  
le a v e  th e  o ld  life  o f  a d v e n tu re  an d  
tr ic k e r y  fo r e v e r . T h ere  m ay b e  

lit t le  ch a n ce  fo r  m e in  th e  fu tu re , 
a n d  y e t— a n d  y e t  I  am  n o t  w ith ou t 
h o p e . I  am  n o t  an  o ld  m an , I  am  
y o u n g e r  th an  y o u  th in k ,”  a n d  he 
sm iled  fa in t ly , “ th o u g h  m y h a ir  has 
g on e  g ra y  a n d  th e  life  I  h ave  led  
has le f t  its  m a rk s  u p on  m y fa c e . 1 
am  y o u n g  e n o u g h  to  h op e  th a t, if 
y o u  w ill tr u s t  y o u r s e lf  to  m e, I  can  
m ak e a  p la ce  fo r  y o u  in  th e w o r ld  
in w h ich  y o u  w o u ld  b e  se cu re . 1 
am y o u n g  e n o u g h  to  fe e l a m b it io n , 
a n  h o n o ra b le  a m b it io n , th r ill 
th ro u g h  e v e ry  n e rv e  a t  th e  p r o sp e c t  
o f  a  li fe  sp en t in  d e v o tio n  to  y o u . 
W ill  y o u  a c c e p t  th a t l i fe ?  W ill  y ou  
tr u s t  m e ?  W ill  y o u  b e  m y w ife  ? ’ 

H e  b e n t o v e r  h e r  as he sp ok e  an d  
e x te n d e d  h is h a n d  tr e m b lin g ly  t o 
w a rd  h er , h is  fa ce  w h ite  a n d  w o r k 
in g , h is  ey es  p le a d in g ly  f ix e d  on  
h ers.

F lo r is  sa t m o t io n le ss , lo o k in g  b e 
y o n d  h im  w ith  eyes  th a t saw  n o 
th in g  o f  th e lo v e ly  a lm o n d  b lossom s  
o r  th e fa ir  scen e  s tre tch e d  a t  her 
fe e t .

W h a t sh ou ld  she say  to  h im  1 H is  
w o rd s , h is  m a n n e r  o f  sa y in g  th em , 
m o v e d  h e r  as  d e e p ly  as it  w as p o s 
s ib le  fo r  h e r  to  b e  m o v e d  b y  v o ice  
o r  w ord s .

T h a t h e lo v e d  h er  she c o u ld  n o t  
d o u b t , p a ss io n a te  e a rn estn ess  h ad  
ru n g  in e v e ry  to n e .

H e  h ad  n o t  a sk ed  h e r  to  lo v e  h im , 
he d id  n o t  seem  to  e x p e c t  it , h e  h ad  
ask ed  h e r  to  tr u s t  h im , to  b e  his 
w ife , to  share  a n d  e n co u ra g e  his 
s tru g g le s  to w a rd  a  b e tte r  life  !

S h ou ld  she say “ Y e s ? ”  S h ou ld  
she tru s t h im ?

W h a t w as th e re  le f t  to  liv e  f o r ?  
N o  fr ie n d s , h er  lo v e r  fa lse  a n d  
tr e a c h e ro u s , n o  o b je c t  in  life .

W h y  sh ou ld  she n o t  b e co m e  o f  
som e use in  th e  so c ia l sch em e, an d  
le t  th is  m an ta k e  h e r ?

H e r  s ilen ce  to r tu r e d  him .
“ A h ,”  he b re a th e d . “ I  see it  is 

h o p e le ss . M y p a st h as  sh ock ed  an d  
a la rm e d  y o u . H ow  co u ld  it  be  
o th e rw ise . H o w  c o u ld  I  h o p e  th a t 
y o u  w o u ld  tru s t y o u r s e lf  to  on e  
w h ose  p a s t , on  h is  ow n  co n fe ss io n , 
h as b e e n  as b la ck  aa m in e , fo r  y o u r  
life  has b e e n  lik e  th a t o f  an in n o 
c e n t ch ild  p la y in g  am id  th e flow ers  
th a t lin ed  its  p a th  ; y o u  h av e  kn ow n  
n o th in g  o f  m a n ’ s b a sen ess— a n d  I 
c om e  to  y o u  w ith  m y life  a ll sea red  
a n d  s ta in ed  1 O f co u rs e , th e re  can  
b e  o n ly  on e  a n sw e r  fo r  m e ! ¥ ou  
w ill te l l  m e to  g o , t o  liv e  h o n e stly  
i f  I  ca n , a n d  to  fo r g e t  y o u  1 B u t 
th a t is n o t  p o ss ib le . I  ca n n o t  f o r 
g e t . B u t I w ill rem em b er  y ou  as 
o n e  w h o , lik e  an a n g e l in d e e d , 
shon e  in  m y path  f o r  o n e  b r ie f  m o 
m en t to  show  m e th a t th e re  w as 
s till h op e  fo r  even  such  as 1 1”

H is  v o ice  tr e m b le d  a n d  g rew  a l 
m ost in a u d ib le .

F lo r is ’ s ey es  filled  w ith  tea rs .
I t  w as as if  a  sou l on  th e b r in k  >-f 

th e  p r e c ip ice  w ere  h o ld in g  o u t  its 
h a n d  to  h er , and  cry in g , in  a  v ery  
p ite o u s  v o ice , “ S ave  m e ! ”

She tu rn e d  h er  eyes  u p on  h im ; 
he saw  th e tea rs , an d  a  w ild  h op e  
sp ra n g  up w ith in  him .

H e  d rew  a  sh a rp  b re a th , a n d  his 
w h ite  h a n d  s to le  v ery  g e n tly  an d  
fe a r fu lly  to  h e r  arm .

S he p u t  up h er  h an d , an d  set it 
as a  b a r r ie r  b e tw een  th em .

“ W a it ,”  she sa id , w ith  a  lit t le  
p a n t. “ Y o u  h ave  n o t  h e a rd , I  h ave
u o t  t o ld  y o u  ”

“ W h a t h ave  y o u  to  te ll m e ? “  ne 
a sk ed , fe a r fu lly . “ S p eak  to  m e—  
g iv e  m e an  a n sw er, fo r  H e a v e n ’ s 
sake. S ee , I  am  p a t ie n t , a n d — and 
rea d y  to  h e a r  a n y th in g , to  o b e y  y ou  
in  e v e r y th in g .”

S he s tru g g le d  a g a in st th e tre m o r  
th a t h ad  se ized  h e r , then  she ra is 
ed h er  ey e s , fu ll  o f  t r o u b le  a n d  u n 
c e r ta in ty , to  h is.

“ I  am  a  s tra n g e r  a lm o st t o  y ou
— y o u  k n ow  n o th in g  a b o u t  m e  ”

H e  w aved  h is h an d  p a ss io n a te ly . 
“ I  k n ow  th a t I  lo v e  y o u , a ll

e lse  ”
S he sh ook  h er  h ead  g e n tly .
“ A n d  is  a ll the confidence to  be 

on  o n e  s id e ? ”  she murmured.

“You have laid bare you own life 
to me, and I  cannot let you think, 
even though we are to part now—'' 

“ D o  not speak of parting,” he 
pleaded, with feverish eagerness.

“ E ven  th ou g h  we are to  p a r t , I  
ca n n o t le t  y o u  th in k  th a t  m y p ast 
h as  h ad  n o  h is to r y , th a t— th a t— I 
ca n n o t g o  o n , ”  she b r o k e  o ff, p it e 
o u s ly .

“ D o  n o t , ”  h e sa id , q u ic k ly ;  “ y ou  
sh a ll te l l  m e som e o th e r  tim e. O h, 
it  is th e  p r e se n t a n d  th e  fu tu re  fo r  
w hich  I  am  b e g g in g . T ru s t  y o u r 
se lf to  m e, say ‘ I  w ill b e  y o u r  w ife , ' 
a n d  a ll w ill b e  w e l l ; I  k n ow  it , I 
fee l it. I  w ill m a k e  th e rem a in d er  
o f  y o u r  li fe  so  h a p p y  th a t  th e  p a st, 
sad th o u g h  it  m ay h av e  b e e n , sh a ll 
seem  lik e  a  d ream  fro m  w hich  m y 
lo v e  has a w a k e n e d  y o u  1”

She h u n g  h er  h ead .
“ I— I  d o  n o t  ask  y o u  to  lo v e  m e, 

n o t n ow  a t  o n c e ,”  h e  w e n t on . “ In
tim e  ”

She ra ised  h er  ey es  a n d  lo o k e d  
a t  h im , a n d  th e  lo o k  m a d e  h is h e a r t  
g ro w  c o ld  fo r  a m om en t.

“ N o , ”  she sa id , in  a  lo w  v o ic c , 
“ y o u  h av e  n o t  a sk ed  m e to  lov e  
y o u . H a d  y o u  d o n e  so , I  w ou ld  
h av e  a n sw e re d  y o u  b e fo r e  th is , a t  
o n ce , I  ca n n o t  lov e  y o u .”

H is  fa c e  w e n t fro m  th e  fa in t  flush 
w h ich  h o p e  had  im p la n te d  th ere  to  
a  v e ry  w an p a llo r .

“ I  ca n n o t  lo v e  y o u ,”  she sa id , 
b ra v e ly  a n d  firm ly . “ I  h ave  n o 
p o w e r  o f  lo v in g  le f t  1 M y  h e a r t  is 
lik e  a s to n e .”

She p re sse d  h er  h an d  to  h er  side  
w ith  a p ite o u s  lit t le  g e s tu re  w hich 
w ru n g  h is h ea rt.

“ I t  is a s i f  it  w e re  d e a d ,”  she 
w e n t o n , still in  th e  lo w , q u iv e r in g  
v o ice . “ T h e re  can  b e  n o  such  th in g  
as lo v e  fo r  m e. Is  it  n o t  r ig h t th a t 
I  sh ou ld  te l l y o u  th en , w ho h avo 
b een  so fra n k  w ith  m e ? ”  and  she 
tu rn e d  h e r  la rg e  e y e s  on  h im  p ite 
ou sly .

H e  b it  h is lip , a n d  w as s ilen t. 
“ Y o u  ask  m e to  tru s t y o u ,”  she 

m u rm u red . “ I f  y o u  k n ew  h ow  a ll 
fa ith  in  a  m a n ’ s w o rd s  w as sla in  in 
m e y o u  w o u ld  s ca rce ly  h o p e  th a t 
even  w h a t y o u  h a v e  sa id  c o u ld  m ov e  
m e .”

T h e  te a rs  ca m e  in to  h e r  ey es , b u t 
she b ru sh e d  th em  aw ay q u ick ly .

“ B e fo r e  I  ca n  g iv e  y o u  any a n 
sw er I  m u st te ll y o u  m y  s to ry . 
W h en  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  it  y o u  w ill 
k n ow  h ow  im p o ss ib le  it  is th a t  th e re  
sh ou ld  e v e r  b e  an y  p o w e r  in m y 
h e a r t  to  g iv e  b a ck  th e  lo v e  y ou  h ave 
sp ok en  o f .  I f— if— w hen  y o u  h ave 
h eard  a ll , y o u  still th in k , y o u  w ill 
w ish  th a t I  sh ou ld  b e  y o u r  w ife— ”  

H e  se ized  h e r  h a n d , b u t  she d is 
e n g a g e d  it , a n d  w e n t o n , w ith  an 
u n n a tu ra l ca lm .

“ I f  y o u  sh ou ld  s t ill  th in k  th a t I  
c o u ld  m ak e y o u r  life  b e tte r  w orth
th o liv in g , th en  ”

“ T h en  y o u  w ill say  ‘ y e s ? ’ )L on  
w ill b e  m y w ife ? ”  h e m u rm u red , 
h u sk ily . “ O h, ta k e  m y a n sw er 
n o w ; b e fo r e  y o u  say a n o th e r  w o rd . 
I  ca re  n o t  w h a t m ay h av e  h a p p e n 
ed in th e  p a st . I  ca re  n o t . O h, 
d o  I  n o t  k n ow  b e y o n d  a ll d o u b t 
th a t le t  it  h ave  b e e n  w h a t it  m ay, 
y o u  a re  p u re  a n d  b la m e le s s !”

H is  a b s o lu te  tru s t a n d  d e v o tio n  
to u ch e d  h er .

“ L isten  to  m e a n d  b e  p a t ie n t , ' 
she sa id . “ Y o u , w h o  h ave  o n l?  
seen  m e h ere  in F lo r e n c e , o n ly  k n ow  
m e as a  w om an  w ith  a  b ro k e n  s p ir 
it  liv in g  a  li fe  u n d e r  a  da rk  and  
h eav y  c lo u d . I t  is h a rd  fo r  m 3 
even  to  rem em b er  th a t  a sh o rt tim e 
a g o , ah , how  lo n g  it seem s, so m e 
tim es ! I  w as a  h a p p y , lig h t-lie a rt - 
ed  g i r l ! I  d o n ’ t th in k ” — p e n s iv e 
ly , an d  w ith  a fa in t  sm ile  th a t w as 
m o re  p ite o u s  th a n  te a rs— “ th a t 
th ere  w as e v e r  a n y  g ir l h a p p ier  
th an  I  w as 1 I  u sed  to  fe a r  som e
tim es th a t I  w as t o o  h a p p y , an d  to  
trem b le  le s t th e  g o d s  sh ou ld  be e n 
v iou s  a n d  sen d  a th u n d e r b o lt  to
sh a tte r  m y jo y -d r e a m  ”

“ I  k n o w ,”  he m u rm u red , so ft ly , 
sy m p a th iz in g ly . “ E v e r  silica last 
n ig h t I  h av e  to ld  m y se lf th a t  it 
w ou ld  n o t  b e  p o s s ib le  o r  r ig h t fo r  
m an to  b e  so h a p p y  as y o u r  ‘ y e s ' 
w o u ld  m ak e m e .”

F lo r is  s igh ed .
“ I  w as e n g a g e d  to  b e  m a rr ied  to  

a  m an  I  lo v e d  w ith  a ll m y h ea rt and
sou l ”

He d id  n o t  m o v e , b u t  h is lip s  set 
th em selv es  tig h t ly , as i f  h e  h ad  d e 
te rm in ed  to  p e r m it  n o  s ign  o f  any 
su ffe rin g  h e r  s to ry  m ig h t in flic t on 
h im  to  e s ca p e  h im .

“ I  lo v e d  h im  w ith  a ll my h ea rt 
an d  s o u l ,”  she re p e a te d , a lm ost to  
h e rse lf, a s  i f  she fo u n d  som e stra n g e  
o o m fo r t  in  th e w o rd s . “ H e  w as 
m y su p e r io r  in  ra n k  a n d  w ea lth , in 
p o s it io n , b u t  the w o r ld  h ad  fo r g o t 
ten  th a t, a n d  e v e r y b o d y  th ou g h t 
th a t w e w e re  g o in g  to  b e  v ery  h a p 
p y . I  d id  n o t  d o u b t  h is lo v e , n o , 
t^ th e  la s t, th e la s t  m om en t, I c lu n g  
to  m y fa ith  in him . E ven  now  1 
w ake som etim es  a t n igh t and  w o n 
d e r  w h e th e r  I  h ave  n o t  b e e n  d e c e iv 
ed , w h eth er it c o u ld  b e  p o ss ib le  th a t 
h «  sh ou ld  h av e  b een  so ba se  and 
fa ls e .”

She p a u sed  a m om en t. L ik e  a 
s ta tu e  O sca r  R a y m o n d  le a n e d  on  
th e b a ck  o f  the sea t, h is h an ds 
c la sp e d , h is ey es  f ix e d  on  h e r  fa ce .

“ W e  w e re  a lm o st on  th e eve  o f  
our marriage,” F lo r is  w en t on , in  
a low  voice, which, try  as she

w o u ld  to  k e e p  it  ca lm  a n d  ste a d y , 
q u iv e re d  lik e  th e  tr e m u lo  o f  a  h arp  
“ W e w e re  s ta y in g  a t  a  g r e a t  c o u n 
tr y  h ou se . H a p p y , so h a p p y , th a t 
1 b e g a n  to  lo o k  u p on  m y se lf as on e  
b e y o n d  th e  rea ch  o f  s o rro w . O ne 
d a y ” — she s to p p e d , a n d  h e r  fa ce  
g re w  w h ite .

“ W h y  te l l  m e ? W h y  to r tu r e  y o u r 
se lf, d e a r e s t ? ”  h e w h isp e re d , un 
p lo r in g ly .

“ O n e  d a y ,”  she w e n t o n , as if 
d e te rm in e d  to  g o  th ro u g h  w ith  th e  
ta sk  she h ad  set h e rse lf, “ a  se r 
v a n t ca m e to  m e w ith  a  w ild  St.: r , 
w h ich  I  a t first p u t  d ow n  to  tbs- 
ra v in g s  o f  a  lu n a tic . S h e  to ld  m e 
th a t th e m an  I  lo v e d  w as fa lse  to  
m e—— ”

H e  d id  n o t  m o v e , b u t  h is  eyes  
g rew  fix e d , w ith  au  in te n t e x p r e s 
s ion  in  th em , as i f  h e  w ere  lo  f -  
in g  th ro u g h  a n d  b e y o n d  h er.

“ S he to ld  m e th a t  a n o th e r  w o 
m an  in  the sam e h ou se  h ad  sto len  
h is  h e a r t  fr o m  m e, a n d  th a t th^t 
v e ry  n ig h t th ey  h ad  p la n n e d  to  
fly t o g e t h e r ;  th a t h e h ad  in  colJ 
blood decided to  le a v e  n r ; fo r  nev, 
to d e s e r t  m e w ho lo v e d  h im  w ith  a ll 
m y h e a r t  an d  sou ), w h o  w o u ld  hi ve 
g iv en  m y life  to  in su re  o n e  h e i r 's  
h a p p in ess  to  h im , w h o , i f— if  lie had 
com e  to  m e a n d  to ld  m e .h a t  iie 
lo v e d  h er  b est, w o u ld  h av e  g ' ren
h im  h is  fre e d o m  a n d  ”  •‘ ‘ie  be  ke
o ff, a n d  a  p a ss io n a te  so b  seem ed  to  
ch o k e  h er .

T h e  m an  b e s id e  h e r  d id  n o t m  
d id  n o t  sp ea k .

“ I — I  t r e a te d  th e  g i r l ’ s scorv as 
a lie , a  stu p id  in v e n tio n  p r o m p te d  
by m a lice . I — I— oh , H e a v e n  1 it  a ll 
com es  b a ck  to  m e n ow  ! I w ou ld  i.ut 
b e lie v e  u n til I  b a d  p r o o f ,  u n til I 
saw , h e a r d , w as show n  b e y o n d  the 
sh a d ow  o f  d o u b t  th a t m y lo v e r  h ad  
b e e n  fa lse  to  m e . T h e  g ir l o ffe re d  
p r o o f .  T h a t a fte rn o o n  I fo llo w e d  
h er  to  a  c o n se r v a to r y  n e a r  a  room . 
I— I  saw  th e  m an I  lo v e d  a t  th e fe e t  
o i th e  w om a n  w h o  h ad  s to le n  h im  
fro m  m e ; I — I  ca n n o t  g o  o n . I — oh , 
le a v e  m e ! le a v e  m e ! ”

A n d  h id in g  h er  fa c e  in  h e r  h an d s  
she w ep t, w e p t b it te r ly  fo r  the first 
tim e s in ce  h e r  m o th e r ’ s d ea th .

A n d  he ?
H e  s to o d  b e s id e  h e r  lik e  a  m an  

tu rn e d  to  s ton e .
G ra d u a lly  th e tru th  h ad  b ro k e n  

in u p on  h is sou l.
G ra d u a lly , s tep  b y  s te p , h e h ad  

tr a c e d  th e  id e n t ity  o f  th is  w om a n  he 
lo v e d  w ith  a ll th e  p a ss io n  h is in 
ten se  n a tu re  w as c a p a b le  o f ,  w ith  
the g ir l  w h ose  h a p p in ess  he h ad , 
w ith  d ia b o lic a l in g e n u ity , w re ck e d  
a n d  ru in ed .

D e s p a ir— d e s p a ir  d a rk e r  a n d  m ore  
te r r ib le  th an  th a t w h ich  fa lls  u p on  
th e  assassin — fe ll  u p o n  h im , lik e  th e 
c o ld  h a n d  o f  d ea th .

T h e g ir l  w ith  th e  p u re , sw’ e e t  eyes , 
w ith  th e p a le , lo v e ly , su ffe r in g  fa ce , 
w as th e g ir l w h ose  h a p p in ess  he h ad  
h u n ted  d ow n  a n d  d e s tro y e d  !

She w as n o t  L il lia n  W o o d , b u t 
F lo r is  C a r l i s le !

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

On the Farm

F A R M  B U T T E R  M A K IN G .
S o tlie  b u tte rm a k e r  o f  to -d a y  

m u st serv e  c le a n lin e ss  if  h o  o r  she 
w o u ld  p r o d u c e  a  fine a r t ic le . O ur 
m o d e rn  se p a ra to rs , ch u rn s  and  
o th e r  u p -to -d a te  u ten sils  g iv e  us a 
d is t in c t  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r  o u r  fo r e 
m o th e rs  so fa r  as c o n v e n ie n ce  g o e s , 
b u t a ll th ese  c o u n t  fo r  n au g h t if 
w e n e g le c t  to  e n fo r c e  th is  m ost es
sen tia l c o n d it io n  a n d  fa i l to  k eep  
a ll im m a cu la te ly  clea n .

In  h o t w e a th e r  crea m  sou rs  q u ic k 
ly  in sp ite  o f  e v e ry  e n d e a v o r , a n d  
ch u rn in g  sh ou ld  b e  d o n e  w ith  g r e a t 
e r  fr e q u e n cy  th a n  a t  o th e r  sea son s. 
I t  is q u ite  a jo b  t o  d o  th is  e v e ry  
d a y , y e t  w h ere  th e  re fr ig e ra t in g  
a p p a ra tu s  is n o t  o f  th e  b e s t  it is 
w ise to  d o  so. E a r ly  m o r n in g  is 
th e b e s t  tim e to  ch u rn , b e fo r e  th e 
sun g e ts  h igh .

A s  soon  as th e g ra n u le s  o f  b u t 
te r  a p p e a r  a  cu p fu l o f  sa lt  sh ou ld  
b o  p u t in to  th e  ch u rn . T h is is  the 
b est th in g  to  assist in  th e  se p a ra 
tion  o f  b u t te r  fro m  th e  b u tte rm ilk  
an d  in n o  w ay in te r fe r e s  w ith  th e 
su b seq u en t sa ltin g , n e ith e r  w ith  th e 
use o f  th e b u tte rm ilk  f o r  co o k in g  
o r  s to ck  fe e d in g  p u rp o se s .

A f te r  th e  sa lt has b een  in tr o 
d u ce d  th e  ch u rn  sh ou ld  be  re v o lv e d  
a  few  tim es , w hen  th e  liq u id  w ill 
run  o ff fr e e ly . A n o th e r  cu p fu l o f  
sa lt in  th e  first r in se  w a ter , fresh  
an d  co ld  from  the w e ll, w ill d o  g o o d  
serv ice . W a sh  tw ice , re v o lv in g  the 
ch u rn  b u t a few  tim es so as n o t  to  
m ass th e  g ra n u le s , th en  d ra in  w h ile  
the sa lt is b e in g  m ea su red , fo r  m e a 
su r in g  is b e t te r  th an  w e ig h in g  an d  
it  is su fficien tly  a c cu ra te  fo r  a ll 
p r a c t ica l p u rp o se s . M ea su re  tho 
c re a m  in th e ch u rn  a t th e b e g in n in g  
a n d  a sce rta in  h ow  m an y  p o u n d s  it 
y ie ld s  to  th e  in ch , o r  if  a sm all 
ch u rn , w hat fra c t io n  o f  a p o u n d

p e r  in ch  o f  c re a m . After o n c e  
w e ig h in g  th e a m o u n t of b u tte r  
ch u rn e d , th e r e a fte r  it  ca n  i e  sa fe ly  
e s t im a te d  b y  m ea su re , 'f fh j p in t  
cu p  fu ll  o f  sa lt w e ig h s  a p p r o x i 
m a te ly  on e  p o u n d , so th a t  m u ch '1 
b o th e r  o f  w e ig h in g  sa lt  a n d  b u t te r  
ea ch  tim e  is  a v o id e d  by  fo llo w in g  
th is s im p le  ru le .

B u tte rm a k e rs  a re  p r a c tis in g  
w o rk in g  in  th e  ch u rn  m u ch  m o r o  
co m m o n ly  n ow  th an  fifteen  o r  m o r e  
y e a rs  a g o . B y  s ca tte r in g  o n e -th ird  
th e  r e q u ire d  a m ou n t o f  sa lt  o v e r  
th e  b u tte r , th en  t ip p in g  th e  ch u rn  
fo r w a r d  so  it  e x p o se s  a  fre sh  su r 
fa ce  fo r  h a lf th e  re m a in d e r , g iv in g  
it  a  b a ck w a rd  tu rn  to  e x p o s e  a 
th ird  su r fa ce  fo r  th e  fin a l p o r t io n  
th en  p la c in g  th e c o v e r  in  p o s it io n  
a n d  re v o lv in g  v e ry  s low ly  t® » o r  a 
d o z e n  tim es, th e  sa lt is p ra tty  w ell 
in c o r p o r a te d . I f  th e c o v e r  ia then  
r e m o v e d , th e  b r in e  d r a in e d  a n d  th e 
b u t te r  b ro k e n  a p a r t , a  d o z e n  m o re  
re v o lu t io n s  o u g h t to  le a v e  i t  in  
p r im e  co n d it io n  fo r  p a ck in g . S h o u ld  
a. few  m o ttle s  a p p e a r  in  th e  fin 
ish ed  p r o d u c t , it  in d ica te s  th a t  a 
few  m o r e  re v o lu t io n s  o f  tb e  churn] 
sh ou ld  h a v e  b een  a d d e d  to  afcill fu r-; 
th e r  a id  in  th e  even  d is tr ib u t io n  of, 
th e  sa lt. N in e  tim es  o u t  o f  ten  e x -j 
p e r ie n c e  h as  show n  th a t m o ttle s  a re  
d u e  to  th is  ca u se . T h e  o b je c t  ofi 
w o r k in g  is  to  d is tr ib u te  th e sa lt ' 
e v e n ly  an d  e x t r a c t  th e  surp lus- 
b r in e ; w hen  th is  h as b e e n  a ccom -j 
p lish e d , it  is  tim e  to  s to p , f o r  fu r 
th e r  m a n ip u la tio n  w ill b e  an  in ju ry  
to  th e  te x tu r e  o r  g ra in  o f  th e  b u t 
te r .

G E T  R I D  O F  T H E  C U L L S .
G e t  r id  o f  y o u r  “ c u l l ”  ju s t  at 

soon  as p o s s ib le  a ft e r  th ey  are 
rea d y  fo r  m a rk et . T h is  ia an im 
p o r ta n t  m a tte r  th a t  is  som etim es 
o v e r lo o k e d  by  b r e e d e r s  of p o u ltr y . 
E sp e c ia lly  is th is  im p o r ta n t  w h ere  
space is  lim ite d . “ C u lls ”  a re  a 
h in d ra n ce  to  th e g ro w th  and d e 
v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  b a la n o e  of th e 
flo ck , fo r  se v e ra l re a so n s , N e itn er  
g r o w in g  ch ick s  o r  th e  old fowls do 
w ell in  o v e r c r o w d e d  q u a r te rs , a re  
m ore  lia b le  to  c o n tr a c t  d isea se  and  
b e co m e  lo u sy . B e s id e s  th e  b r e e d 
e r  is e n a b le d  to  g iv e  b e t t e r  ca re  to  
th e b a la n ce  o f  th e  flock  a fte r  th e 
cu lls  a re  o u t  o f  th e w a y . C u ll 
c lo s e ly , d isp o s in g  o f  a ll sp ec im en s  
th a t  show  a n y  p e r m a n e n t  d e fe c t , 
such  as w ry  ta ils , c r o o k e d  b re a s t  
b o n e , roach  b a ck , tw is te d  b a ck , 
fe a th e r s  on  leg s  o r  to e s  in A m e r i
ca n , S p an ish , a n d  o th e r  © lean -leg - 
g e d  b re e d s , a n d  la ck  o f  fe a th e rs  on  
leg s  a n d  to e s  in  th e  A s ia t ic  b re e d s , 
o r  a n y  se r io u s  d e fe c t  in  co m b , w a t
tles  o r  e a r lo b e s . In  fa c t , g e t  rid  
o f  a ll b ird s  h a v in g  a n y  d e fe c t  th a t 
y ou  k n ow  ca n n o t  b e  o u tg ro w n . I f  
ra is in g  m a rk e t p o u ltr y , o f  co u rse , 
these d e fe c ts  cu t  n o fig u re , b u t even  
in  th is  b ra n ch  o f  th e b u s in ess  c a r e 
fu l cu llin g  is  d e s ira b le  a n d  p r o fit 
a b le , as th e  flock  sh o u ld  b e  w e e d 
e d  o u t  a n d  th e n o n -p r o d u c t iv e  b ird ?  
d is ca rd e d .

H IN T S  O N  E N S IL A G E  M A K IN G .
T h e  fo l lo w in g  p o in ts  d e r iv e d  

fr o m  p e r so n a l e x p e r ie n c e  m ay  be 
in te re s t in g  to  th ose  d e s ir in g  in 
fo rm a tio n  on  th e m a tte r  o f  feed  
co n se r v a t io n  in th e fo rm  o f  s ila g e , 
says th e  S ilv e rw o o d  G a z e tte , B ris - 
b a in , A u stra lia . S ila g e -m a k in g  is 
a  s im p le  m a tte r . W ith  su fficien t 
fa c ilit ie s  a n d  com m on  c a r e , th ere  
n eed  be  n o d o u b t  as to  success. 
W h en  v e g e ta b le  m a tte r  o f  any k in d  
is  p la ce d  in a  h ea p , fe rw e n td '.io n  
q u ick ly  com m en ces . T h is f o m e n 
ta t io n  is  n o t  d e s ira b le  in th e  v e g e 
ta b le  m a tte r  co n s ig n e d  to  a s ilo , as 
w h ile  th e fe rm e n ta t io n  g o e s  oil th e 
fe e d  v a lu e  o f  th e  stu ff is  d e te r io r 
a tin g . T h e  fe rm e n ta t io n  in d i ;a t (d  
by th e  h ea t o f  th e  m ass e a i  .o t bo  
co m p le te ly  s t o p p e d ; b u t  e n d e a v o r  
sh ou ld  b e  m a d e  to  k e e p  th e  mass 
at as low  a  te m p e ra tu re  a s poss ib le . 
A s  an  a id  to  th is , th e in v z e ,  lu 
ce rn e , o r  w h a t n o t  sh ou ld  be ch aff
ed  in to  th e  s ilo  co n tin u  rnsly until 
the s ilo  is c o m p le te ly  f i]l»d  This 
m a te r ia l w ill q u ic k ly  si.ik  af. le a st 
o n e -th ird  o f  its  b u lk , w h ea  it sh ou ld  
be  a ga in  f illed , a n d  a ga in  a sh rin k 
a g e  w ill fo l lo w , a n d  be a ga in  filled  
u p . U lt im a te ly  it  sh ou ld  b e  w e ig h t
ed . I f  th is  co u rs e  b e  followed ex 
c e lle n t  resu lts  w ill b e  a e h ’ e v e d  On 
cu tt in g  o u t , it  w ill b e  n o t ! id  (b a t  
th e  c o ia r  o f  th e m a teria l w ill vary 
as the b o tto m  is a p p ro a  •hed The 
u p p e rm o st  p o r t io n  w ill be  very 
d a rk , a lm o st b la ck , o w i i g  t j  tlie 
fe rm e n ta t io n  w h ich  has taken pi a y, 
w h ile  a t  th e  b o tto m  it  wiil alio..'-* 
be as g re e n  as w hen p u t in . Tke 
greenness is due to the absence «f 
fermentation. w hich  has be?h  
brought about by th e  p ressu re  f 
the upper mass, wh’c'i li** 
squeezed all their air out of th  j J.ns- 
er portion. No fermentatfo i >»*» 
go on  if a ir  b e  abseat. Th-? gm» 
is  the best silage ’ f  >ne may jinipe 
by the greater appreciation < vimc-t-I 
bs the cow. She is the best judge | 
Continuous carting and chaffijsjj 
may not be feasible on smi’l farms; 
b u t p e r fe c t ly  good s ila g s  may b<? 
obtained b y  cutting a n d  carting 
one day and ch a ffin g  tb ?  n ext.


