
Fighting Life’s Battle;
Oil, LAD Y BLANCHE’S B IT T E B

PUNISHMENT

C H A P T E R  X X I I I .

I t  w as an a w fu l r id e  w h ich  L a d y  
B la n ch e  h ad  u n d e r ta k e n , a n d  fo r  
th e  re m a in d e r  o f  h er  life  she r e 
m e m b e re d  th a t n igh t jo u rn e y .

T h ey  rea ch ed  th e  h ou se , a n d  a t 
th e sou n d  o f  th e ir  a p p ro a ch , S ir  
J osep h  ca m e to  th e  d o o r . H e  s ta r t 
e d  as h is eyes  fe ll  on  L a d y  B la n ch e , 
a n d  he lo o k e d  b e y o n d  h e r  as if  he 
e x p e c te d  to  see  som e on e  e lse  — 
F lo r is .

“ L a d y  B la n c h e !”  h e sa id . “ H a v e
y o u  com e  a ll th is w a y  ”

She fe ll ra th er  th an  s lip p e d  fro m  
th e  sa d d le  an d  ca u g h t h is a rm .

“ T e ll— te ll m e th e  t r u t h ! ”  she
p a n te d . “ Is  h e  ”

H e r  w h ite  fa c e  a n d  su p p ressed  
em otion  s ta rt le d  h im .

“ L o rd  N o rm a n , th an k  H e a v e n , 
is a liv e  !”  he a n sw ered  g ra v e ly .

L a d y  B la n ch e  p u t h er  h an d s  b e 
fo r e  h e r  eyes  a n d  rem a in ed  m o t io n 
less fo r  a m om en t, th en  she a c c e p t 
ed  S ir  J o s e p h ’ s a rm  a n d  a llo w e d  
h im  to  lea d  h er  in to  th e  h ou se .

“ A n d  y o u  h av e  r id d e n  a ll th is 
w ay in  th e d e a d  o f  th e n ig h t !”  he 
sa id , s ca rce ly  y e t  r e a liz in g  th a t  it 
w as rea lly  she w ho s to o d  b e fo r e  
h im . “ Y ou  m ust b e  w et th ro u g h , 
L a d y  B la n ch e , a n d — an d  I  am  
a fr a id  th ere  is n o ch a n g e  o f  c l o t h e s ; 
w e h a v e , u n fo r tu n a te ly , n o  w o- 
m e n -fo lk  h e r e .”

S h e sh ook  h er  h ead .
“ I t  d o e s  n o t  m a tter . N o , I  am  

n o t  v ery  w et. I  d o  n o t  ca re  in  th e 
lea s t. S ir  J o se p h , ca n  I — can  I  see 
h im ?  E u t o f  c o u rs e , I  c a n ! I  h ave  
com e  to  n u rse  h im .”

S ir  J o se p h  s ta red .
I f  any on e  sh ou ld  h ave  co m e , it 

sh ou ld  h ave b een  F lo r is — th e g ir l 
t o  w hom  h e w as e n g a g e d . H is 
th o u g h t fo u n d  e x p re ss io n .

“ H a v e  y ou  to ld — h ow  is  M iss C a r 
lis le  1 I  tr u s t  the sad  n ew s has n ot 
m a d e  h er  i l l ? ”  h e  sa id .

L a d y  B la n ch e  lo o k e d  up w ild ly . 
She h ad  a lm o st fo r g o t te n  F l o r i s !

“ W e — w e d id  n o t  te ll h e r , ”  sho 
sa id , c o ld ly  a n d  d is t in c tly . “ W e 
th o u g h t it  b e tte r  n o t  to  d o  so  u n 
t i l— u n til we k n ow  h ow  L o r d  N o r 
m an  rea lly  w as. T h is is w hy I  h av e  
c o m e .”

S ir  J o se p h  fe lt  su rp r ised .
“ Y o u  h a v e  n o t  to ld  h e r ? ”  h e sa id  

g ra v e ly . “ I  am  ra th e r  so rry , I j  
th in k  she o u g h t to  k n o w . B u t p e r 
h ap s  she w ill fo llo w  w ith  L a d y ' 
P e n d le to n  in the c a r r ia g e ? ”  he j 
sa id .

“ P erh a p s  s o , ”  a ssen ted  L a d y  | 
B la n c h e ; “ a n d  n ow  w ill y o u  g o  an d  
see if  I  m ay g o  to  h im , S ir  J o se p h ?  
D r . G re e n e  m ay w a n t m e .”

H e  w en t u p sta irs , an d  cam e d ow n  
aga in  a fte r  w hat seem ed  an a g e  to  
h er.

“ Y e s ;  D r . G re e n e  says y o u  m ay 
see h im  ; b u t  he th in k s y ou  sh ou ld  
h av e  som e r e s t .”

S he to o k  o ff h er  h a t a n d  p u t it 
d ow n  w ith  a  g e s tu re  o f  re fu sa l.

T h ey e n te re d  th e b e d ro o m , and  
L a ^ y  B la n ch e , p ress in g  h e r  h an d  
to  h er  h e a r t  fo r  a m om en t, unseen  
by S ir  J o se p h , g lid e d  to  th e b e d . 
T h e re  lay  L o rd  N o rm a n , w h ite  to  
th e lip s— w h ite  as th e  b a n d a g e  
a b o u t his h ea d , sa v in g  fo r  th e d a rk  
re d  scars  on  his fo re h e a d  w hich  the 
sa v a g e  sta g  h ad  ca u sed .

B es id e  h im  s to o d  D r . G re e n e , 
an d  a t a  lit t le  d is ta n ce  th e  m ise r 
a b le  b o y  w hose  in e x p e r ie n ce  and  
y o u th fu l im p a tien ce  h a d  b een  the 
ca u se  o f  th e a cc id e n t .

D r. G re e n e  lo o k e d  u p  as she a p 
p r o a c h e d , an d  sca n n ed  h er fa ce  
cr it ica lly .

“ Is— is  h e a s le e p ? ”  she w h isp e r 
ed , h u sk ily .

“ N o ,”  h e sa id , a lo u d ;  “ y o u  n eed  
n o t  b e  a fr a id  to  sp ea k , L ad y  
B la n ch e  ; he is  q u ite  u n con sc iou s , 
an d  w ill rem ain  so , I am  a fr a id  fo r  
som e t im e .”

“ Is  he m uch  h u r t ? ”  she ask ed , 
he! eyes  r iv e te d  on  th e w h ite  fa ce .

“ V e ry  m u c h ,”  he sa id , c o n c ise ly . 
“ T h e sta g  d id  n o t sp a re  h im , p o o r  
f e l l o w ! ”

“ Is  it  d e a d ! ”  she g ro u n d  o u t b e 
tw een  h er  te e th , w ith  a su d d en  sa v 
a g e  flash o f  h er  eyes.

“ Is it— th e s ta g ?  I  d o  n o t
k n o w .”

“ Y e s ,”  m u r m r r e d  L o r d  H a r ry , 
m isera b ly , fro m  th e o th e r  en d  o f  
tlie  room .

S he d id  n o t  h e a r  h im , b u t s tood  
w ith  h er  eyes  f ix ed  on  th e  m o tio n 
less fa c e , w h ile  she d re w  off 
g lo v e s .

“ S ir  J osep h  te lls  m e y ou  w ish  to  
h e lp  m e, L a d y  B la n c h e ,”  sa id  D r. 
G re e n e . “ D o  y o u  n o t  th ink  y ou

h ad  b e t te r  re s t fo r  a w h ile ?  Y o u r  
jo u rn e y  has b een  an e x t r a o r d in a r y  
on e  fo r  a  la d y  to  u n d e r g o .”

S he sh ook  h e r  h ead .
“ I  c o u ld  n o t  rest. T e ll  m e w hat 

I  am  to  d o  V ’
H e  in c lin e d  h is h ead , see in g  th a t 

any fu r th e r  re m o n stra n ce  w o u ld  be 
u se less .

“ K e e p  h is b a n d a g e s  m oist, 
p le a s e ,”  he sa id . “ I  am  g o in g  
d o w n sta irs  to  p r e p a re  fre sh  on es. 
C a ll m e if  h e  g iv es  th e  s lig h tes t 
sign  o f  re tu rn in g  co n sc io u s n e ss .”  

A s  he le ft  th e  ro o m  L a d y  B la n ch e  
sank  on  h er  kn  es b e s id e  th e b ed , 
a n d  le t  h e r  h ead  d r o p  u n til h er  lip s 
res ted  on  L o r d  N o rm a n ’ s.

“ O h, m y d a r lin g , m y d a r l in g ! ”  
she b re a th e d . “ Y o u  w ill n o t  d i e ! 
Y o u  m u st n o t  d ie !  N o , B ru ce , 
B ru ce , liv e  fo r  m y sake ! M y d a r 
lin g , m y d a r l in g !”

L o r d  H a r ry  s ta re d  a t h er  w ith  his 
b lo o d s h o t  ey es , a n d  a lm ost fr ig h t 
en ed  by  w h a t lie  h ad  seen , ro se  an d  
sto le  ou t.

T h e  m o rn in g  b ro k e , a n d  th e  sun 
ca m e s leep ily  th rou g h  th e  m ist, and  
th e  n o o n  an d  e v e n in g  p a ssed , an d  
s till L o r d  N orm a n  la y  as d e a d  to  
a ll a ro u n d  h im , as if  in d e e d  life  
h ad  p a ssed  th e p o r ta ls  o f  h is  w h ite  
l i p s ; an d  s till L a d y  B la n ch e  k n e lt  
d ow n  b y  h is s ide .

T o w a rd  n ig h tfa ll th e  ca rr ia g e  
fro m  B a lly flo e  a rr iv e d .

I t  co n ta in e d  L a d y  P e n d le to n  a n d  
a n u rse , b u t  to  S ir  J o s e p h ’ s a m a z e 
m en t, n o F lo r is  cam e.

“ H a v e  y o u  to ld  M iss C a r l i s le !”  
he a sk ed  as he h e ld  L a d y  B e t ty ’ s 
tre m b lin g  h an d s , a n d  tr ie d  to  en 
co u ra g e  h er.

“ N o ! ”  sa id  L a d y  B e tty , flush ing 
a n d  then  tu rn in g  p a le  a g a in . “ N o.; 
M iss C a r lis le  w as su m m on ed  from  
B a lly flo e  q u ite  su d d en ly , b e fo r e  the 
n ew s a r r iv e d !”

“ A h , th a t e x p la in s  i t ! ”  he said , 
w ith  a  re lie v e d  a ir . “ I t  is  fo r tu 
n ate  th a t it  has h a p p e n e d  so, 
th ou g h  w e m ay h av e  to  sen d  fo r  
h er. N ow  d o n ’ t  c r y ,  L a d y  B e tty . 
D r  G re e n e  d oes  n o t w ith h o ld  a ll 
h op e  ; an d  w e h ave  g o t  an e x ce lle n t  
n u rse  in  L a d y  B la n c h e .”

L a d y  B e tty  flushed a g a in , b u t b e 
fo re  she c o u ld  sp ea k  th e  d o o r  o p 
e n ed  a n d  L a d y  B la n ch e  g lid e d  in .

S ir  J o se p h , th in k in g  th a t he 
w ou ld  b e  in  th e  w a y , le ft  th em , 
a n d  th e tw o  w om en  co n fr o n te d  each  
o th er .

“ Y o u  h ave  com e , th e n ,”  said 
L a d y  B la n ch e . “ W h e re  a re  the 
th e  th in gs  y o u  h av e  b r o u g h t ? ”  

“ T h e n u rse  has th e m ,”  sa id  L a d y  
B e tty , c o ld ly .

“ T he n u r s e !”  e ch o e d  L ad y  
B la n ch e . “ W h y d id  y o u  b r in g  
o n e ?  I am  th e n u rse , L a d y  P e n d le 
t o n .”

L a d y  B e tty  b eg a n  to  trem b le . 
“ W h a t r ig h t h av e  y ou  h e r e ? ”  she 

d em a n d ed . “ D o  y o u  th in k  F lo r is
w ill b e  p lea se l w hen she h ea rs -------

“ F lo r is , F lo r is !  I am  sick  o f  th e 
n a m e !”  sa id  L a d y  B la n ch e , w ith  a 
cu r l o f  th e lip s. “ L isten  to  m e ! ”  
and  she cam e q u ite  c lo se  to  th e  a g i
ta ted  w om a n . “ F lo r is  C a r lis le  is 
n o t  h e re , she w ill n o t  com e  h ere . 
Y o u  k n ow  w hy, as w e ll o r  b e tte r  
than  I  d o . D o  y o u  th in k  b eca u se  
she has ji l te d  an d  d e se rte d  h im , 
th a t I  sh ou ld  d o  so , to o  ? W a i t ! 
I h ave  com e  d ow n  b e ca u se  I  have 
som eth in g  to  say to  y o u . R em em 
b e r , p le a se , th a t I  am  L o r d  N o r 
m a n ’ s r e la t iv e ;  th a t  I  am  n ea rer  
to  h im  than  an y  F lo r is , j i l t  o r  no 
ji lt , an d  th a t it  is I — I  an d  n o  on e  
e lse— w ho w ill te l l  h im  h ow  she has 
d e se rte d  h im ! I  w ill b r o o k  n o in 
te r fe re n ce  fro m  a n y  on e  b u t M iss 
C a r lis le , an d  d o  n o t e x p e c t  to  m eet 
w ith  a n y  fro m  h e r !”  a n d , w ith  a 
w ave  o f  th e  w h ite  h a n d , she sw 6pt 
n o ise less ly  fr o m  th e  room .

T h e d a ys  p a s s e d ; th e  lit t le  ston e  
h ou se , w hich  h ad  b een  b u ilt  fo r  
p le a su re , h ad  b e co m e  lik e  a h o s 
p ita l.

O n the e v e n in g  o f  th e fifth  day , 
as D r . G re e n e  s to o d  b es id e  the w in 
d ow , lo o k in g  o u t  on  th e w ild  scene 
w ith  a g ra v e  a n d  a n x io u s  fa ce , he 
h ea rd  L a d y  B la n ch e  w h isp er his 
n am e, a n d  tu rn e d  n o ise less ly  to  the 
bed .

L o r d  N orm a n  h ad  o p e n e d  h is eyes  
aud w as lo o k in g  at L a d y  B la n ch e  
w ith an  e x p re ss io n  o f  co n sc iou sn ess  
in them .

“ F lo r i s ! ”  he b re a th e d . E ven  
| th en  she d id  n o t speak , b u t  h e r  h and 
s to le  a lo n g  th e b e d c lo th e s  a n d  e n 
c lo s e d  h is h o t , w a sted  on e .

“ F lo r is !  Y ou  h e r e ?  W h a t has 
re m e m b e r ” — he

a d d e d , w ith  a fa in t  e ffo r t  a t a sm ile. 
“ Is— is th e  b o y  s a fe ? ”

“ L o r d  H a r r y  is a ll r ig h t ,”  said 
D r . G re e n e . “ H e  has g on e  h o m e .”  

“ P o o r  b o y !  I  am g la d  o f  th a t. 
I  am  v e ry  t ir e d  ! H o w  lo n g  h ave  I 
b een  ly in g  h e r e ?  T h e w h ole  d a y ? ”  

D r . G re e n e  d rew  a  silk  h a n d k e r 
ch ie f  a cro ss  th e fev er ish  eyes .

“ D o n ’ t  ta lk  n ow , N o r m a n ,”  he 
sa id . “ T r y  a n d  s leep . W e  w ill te ll 
y o u  a ll a b o u t  it  in  th e m o r n in g .”  

W ith  a  g e s tu re  o f  o b e d ie n ce  he 
tu rn e d  h is  h ead  on  th e  p il lo w , his 
h an d  still on  B la n ch e ’ s.

A ll  n ig h t L a d y  B la n ch e  sa t w ith  
hia h an d  in  h ers— h ers w h ich  he 
th o u g h t w as F lo r is ’ !— an d  in  th e 
m o rn in g  he a w o k e , w ith  th e  fe v e r  
le ft  fa r  b eh in d .

“ W h y , B la n c h e ,”  h e sa id  f e e b ly ;  
“ y o u  h e r e ?  W h ere  is F lo r is ?  H as 
she g o n e  to  lie  d o w n ? ”

She in c lin e d  h e r  h ead .
“ I  am  g la d  o f  th a t. P o o r  g i r l !  

She m ust n eed  som e rest, su re ly  1 
She has b e e n  w a tch in g  b e s id e  m e 
a ll n igh t, h a sn ’ t s h e ? ”

L a d y  B la n ch e  sm ooth ed  th e b e d 
c lo th es .

“ D o n ’ t  ta lk  y e t , N o r m a n ,”  she 
sa id , h u sk ily .

“ B la n ch e , h ow  lo n g  h ave  I  b een  
ly in g  h ere  ?”

“ S ix  d a y s , N o r m a n ,”  she fa l te r 
ed .

“ Sis d a y s !  S ix — a n d  F lo r is  has 
b een  w a tch in g  a ll .th e  tim e ! M y 
p o o r  d a r l in g !”  a n d  th e  te a rs  —  he 
w as still fe a r fu lly  w eak  a n d  ea sily  
m o v e d — rose  to  h is eyes . “ S ix  days 
u n co n sc io u s  ! A n d , o f  c o u rse , y o u  
a ll th o u g h t I  w as g o in g  to  d i e ! Is 
she v e ry  il l ,  B la n c h e ? ”

L ady B la n ch e  sh ook  h er  h ead . 
She c o u ld  n o t speak .

E v ery  w o rd  h e u tte re d  w en t 
th ro u g h  h er h e a r t  lik e  a k n ife  
th ru st.

“ N o ?  I  am  g la d , g la d , g la d !  B u t 
w h ite  an d  th in , B la n ch e , e h ?  P o o r  
F l o r i s ! W e  m u st n urse  h er  n ow , 
B la n ch e . M y d a r l i n g ! A h , H e a 
ven , h ow  I  h av e  lo n g e d  to  b e  a b le  
to  sp ea k  to  h e r ! B u t th ou g h  I 
k n ew  she w as h e r e — th ou g h  I  knew  
she h e ld  m y h a n d , an d  c o u ld  fee l 
h er  b re a th  som etim es— I co u ld  n o t 
sp eak . I  su p p ose  I  w as h a lf-u n co n - 
s ciou s, eh , B la n c h e ? ”

“ Y e s , d e a r ? ”
“ A m  I v e ry  m uch  k n ock ed  

a b o u t ? ’
S he w as silent..
“ O h, d o n ’ t  th in k  I  am  a n x iou s  

a b o u t m y p e rso n a l a p p e a r a n c e ,”  
and  h e la u g h e d  w ea k ly . “ B u t am  
I to o  m u ch  k n o ck e d  a b o u t to  le t  
h er  m ake it  an e x cu se  fo r  p u tt in g  
off th e w e d d in g  ? I  w a n t to  be  m a r
r ied  d ir e c t ly  I  can  g e t  a b ou t. E h, 
B la n c h e ?”

S he n o d d e d  an assen t an d  w ent 
on  :

“ Y e s , she w o n ’ t re fu se  n ow . A  
sick  m an m u stn ’ t b e  co n tra d ic te d , 
th a t y o u  k n ow . H o w  lo n g  has she 
b een  ly in g  dow n  ? I  w o u ld n ’ t h ave 
h er  d is tu rb e d  fo r  th e w o r ld , b u t  I 
sha ll b e  so g la d  to  see  h er. D o c 
t o r , ”  tu rn in g  h is h ead , “ d o  y ou  
th in k  th e re  is any fe a r  o f m y g o in g  
off m y h ea d  a g a in ? ”

“ N o t  if  w e a re  ca re fu l n o t  to  e x 
c ite  y o u ,”  sa id  D r . G re e n e , lo o k in g  
a', B la n ch e , s ign ifican tly .

L o r d  N orm a n  la u g h ed .
“ O h, y o u  w o n ’ t  e x c ite  m e ,”  he 

sa id . “ I h ave  had  en ou g h  in the 
w ay o f  e x c ite m e n t  to  ou tsh in e  a n y 
th in g  y ou  can  d o  in th a t lin e  ! I 
shall n e v e r  fo r g e t  see in g  th a t m ad 
b oy  ru sh in g  on  to  h is d ea th , as it 
s e e m e d ! T h an k  H ea v en  I  w as a b le  
to  g e t  u p  to  h is s id e  in  t i m e ! P o o r  
b o y  ! G o n e  h om e , has he ? I  m ust 
w rite  to  h im  as soon  as I  ca n — I ’ ll 
g e t  F lo r is  to  w r ite  to -d a y , an d  te ll 
h im  I ’ m  a ll r i g h t ! W h en  w e a re  
m a rr ie d  he sh a ll c o m e  a n d  stay 
w ith  u s !”

H e  p a u sed , fo r  w a n t o f  b re a th , 
then  fixed  h is ey es  on  L ad y  
B la n ch e ’ s fa ce .

“ B la n ch e , y o u  a re  a  g o o d  g i r l ! 
Y o u  h ave  b een  h e lp in g  F lo r is  to  
n u rse  m e, e h ?  I t  is ju s t  lik e  y o u !  
Y o u  lo o k  p a le  an d  t i r e d ; y o u  h ave 
o v e rd o n e  y o u rs e lf. W h en  F lo r is  
com es b a ck  I  sha ll te l l h er to  send 
y o u  aw ay  fo r  the w h ole  d a y .”

S he fo u n d  h er v o ice  a t la st. 
“ Y e s ,”  she sa id , a lm ost in a u d ib - 

ly , “ w hen  F lo r is  co m e s  b a ck  I  w ill 
g o  a w a y  an d  rest. B u t— b u t she is 
m ore  t ire d  than  I  am , B r u c e ;  and  
the d o c to r  has o r d e r e d  h er to  k eep  
to  h er  r o o m .”

“ M y p o o r  d a r l in g !”  he m u rm u r
ed , fe rv e n t ly . “ G o  to  h er, B la n ch e , 
an d  g iv e  h er  m y lo v e , w ill y o u  ? A n d  
te ll h er  she is n o t to  com e to  m e 
on a n y  a cco u n t u n til she is q u ite  
r e s te d ,”  he a d d ed , w istfu lly .

L a d y  B la n ch e  rose  an d  s u p p o r t
ed  h e rse lf  by  a  ch a ir  fo r  a m om en t, 
th en  she fo u n d  s tren gth  to  c re e p  
ou t o f  th e room .

H e r  p u n ish m en t w as a lm ost h e a 
v ie r  than  she co u ld  b ea r.

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)

F a n c ie r— “ T h is d o g , m ad am , 
w o u ld  b e  ch ea p  a t $100.”  L a d y —  
“ 1 w ou ld  ta k e  h im ; b u t I 'm  a fra id  
my h u sb a n d  m ig h t o b je c t . ”  F a n 
c ie r— “ M a d a m , .you ca n  g e t  a n o th e r  
h u sb a n d  m uch  e a s ie r  than a d o g  lik e
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W H E N  T H E  C O W  F R E S H E N S .

W e  ca n  see n o  o b je c t io n  to  fe e d 
in g  a  n ew  m ilch  co w  a re a so n a b le  
a m ou n t o f  g ra in . O f co u rse  r igh t 
a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e la c ta t io n  
p e r io d  ca re  sh ou ld  be ta k en  as to 
h ow  m u ch  g ra in  a n d  w hat k in d  o f  
fe e d  is g iv e n , b u t  th e  tim e to  e s ta b 
lish  a m ilch  flow  is  a t th e b e g in 
n in g  o f  th e la c ta t io n  p e r io d  an d  

th is  m u st b e  d o n e  b y  r ig h t fe e d in g . 
T h is re q u ire s  a  ce rta in  a m ou n t o i  
c o n c e n tr a te s  in  o r d e r  to  p r o d u c e  
th e m ost p ro fita b le  resu lts . I f  a 
co w  d oes  n o t  g e t  e n ou g h  n o u r ish 
m en t she w ill d raw  u p on  h e r  b o d y  
fo r  a tim e . A fte r  th e su rp lu s  b o d y  
tissu e  o r  fa t  has b een  rem ov ed  she 
w ill b eg in  to  sh rin k  in h er  p r o d u c 
t io n , w h ich , o f  co u rs e , is  n o t  p r o 
f ita b le  fo r  th e m an th a t is m ilk in g  
h er .

T h e re  is n o  o b je c t io n  to  fe e d in g  
ro u g h a g e  to  a  cow  im m ed ia te ly  a f- 
te~ she re ce iv e s  h e r  co n ce n tra te s  
M ost o f  th e  c o n ce n tra te s  pass in to  
th o  th ird  a n d  fo u r th  s tom a ch s  v ery  
lit t le  o f  it  re a ch in g  th e first s to 
m ach , o r  th e p a u n ch . I t  is n o t  w ell 
to  w a te r  a h o rse  im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  
e a tin g , as it  te n d s  to  m ov e  th e  feed  
fro m  th e  s tom a ch , b u t it  is n o t  so 
w ith  th e cow .

In  som e ca ses  sa lt  is  a d d e d  to  the 
r o u g h a g e  to  m ak e it  m ore  p a la ta b le . 
T h is is d o n e  p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  
r o u g h a g e  th a t is o f  in fe r io r  q a lity . 
I t  is  th e g e n e ra l p r a c t ice  o f  d a ir y 
m en , h o w e v e r , to  a d d  sa lt  t o  th e  
gra in  ra th er  th an  to  th e  ro u g h a g e . 
M a n y  fe e d  it  e n tire ly  se p a ra te .

M ilk in g  a co w  u p  to  th e  tim e  o f 
c a lv in g  d o e s  n o t  p e rm a n e n tly  im 
p a ir  h er  m ilk in g  q u a lit ie s . I t  is 
a p t  to  a ffe ct  th e la c ta t io n  im m e d i
a te ly  fo llo w in g  such  p ra c tice . I t  is 
b e t te r  to  le t  a  cow  h ave  fro m  4 to  
6 w e e k ’ s rest. She w ill u su a lly  d o  
b e tte r  an d  la s t lo n g e r  u n d e r  such  
t r e a tm e n t .— H o a r d ’ s D a iry m a n .

T Y P E  IN  S H E E P .

In  d iscu ss in g  th e  d e s ira b le  q u a li
t ies  o f  sh eep , less  is g e n e ra lly  sa id , 
a n d  less  im p o rta n ce  a p p e a rs  to  be  
a tta ch e d  to  ty p e  th an  in  th e  ca se  o f 
c a tt le , h og s , a n d  som e o th e r  c la sses  
o f  s to ck . T h ere  is e v id e n t ly  a  w ide 
v a r ia t io n  a m o n g  f lo ck -o w n e rs  as to  
th e  c la ss  o f  sh eep , in  re s p e c t  o f  s ize , 
tf. b r e e d , in  o r d e r  to  p r o d u c e  p r im e  
m u tto n , a n d  w o o l o f  g o o d  w eigh t 
an d  q u a lity . T h e te n d e n cy  to  g ive  
p r e fe re n ce  to  s ize , o v e r  q u a lity  an d  
c o n s t itu t io n , is e v id e n t in  th e  se 
le c t io n  o f  s ires  m a d e  b y  m an y 
b re e d e r s , a n d  w e b e lie v e  th a t, as a 
ru le , th is  is a m ista k e . S ize , w hen  
o th e r  q u a lit ie s  a re  e q u a l, is  d e s ir 
a b le , b u t u n less  a cco m p a n ie d  by 
w id th  o f  ch est , b re a d th  o f  lo in , 
m a scu lin e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  h ea d  and  
n e ck , s tro n g  le g s , a n d  th ick n ess  
th ro u g h  th e  h e a r t, a ll o f  w hich  a re  
in d ica t io n s  o f  c o n s t itu t io n a l v ig o r , 
th e p r o b a b ility  o f  h is  p r o v in g  a p r e 
p o te n t  sire  is s lim . A s a  ru le , in 
b re e d in g  sh eep , as in  m ost c lasses  
o f  s to ck , th e m ed iu m -siz ed  s ire , 
s tro n g  in  th e  p o in ts  a b o v e  m e n tio n 
ed , is th e  m ost su ccess fu l s ire  in 
b e g e tt in g  u n ifo rm ly  ty p ica l p r o 
g en y  a n d  im p ro v in g  the ch a ra c te r  
o f  th e  flock  o r  h e rd . T h e  q u a lity  
o f  th e fleece  is a lso  im p o rta n t, an d  
th is  sh ou ld  b e  o f  u n ifo rm  te x tu re  
o v e r  a ll p a r ts  o f  th e b o d y — fine, 
d en se  a n d  lu stro u s , an d  its h a n d lin g  
q u a lity  such  is  to  g iv e  p rom ise  o f  
d e s ira b le  w e ig h t. A s  a  ru le , lon g  
leg s  a re  a cco m p a n ie d  byr a n a rrow  
ch est, a  slim  n eck  an d  a  w eak  lo in , 
in d ica t in g  h a rd  fe e d in g  q u a lit ie s  
an d  la te  m a tu r ity . A n d  th ese  u n 
d e s ira b le  fe e d in g  p r o p e n s it ie s  w ill, 
to  a c o n s id e ra b le  e x te n t , b e  im p a rt 
ed  to  h is p r o g e n y  ; w h ile  th e m e d i
u m -sized  ram  w ill b e  lik e ly  to  im 
p ress  h is  d e s ira b le  ty p e  u p on  his 
o ff  sp r in g  w ith  m u ch  ce r ta in ty . In  
p u rch a sin g  a  ram , ca re  sh ou ld  be 
ta k en  to  se cu re  a su p e r io r  an im al, 
ev en  if th e c o s t  be  g re a te r  th an  fo r  
an  a v e ra g e  so r t , f o r , as a  ru le , the 
b es t is th e ch e a p e s t , if b o u g h t w ith 
in rea so n a b le  lim its  as to  p r ice .

C H A R C O A L  F O R  H O G S .

I t  h as  b een  n o tice d  th a t h ogs , 
e sp e c ia lly  w hen  k e p t in co n fin e 
m en t, a p p e a r  to  h av e  a c ra v in g  fo r  
w h a t m igh t b e  ca lle d  u n n a tu ra l su b 
s ta n ces , a n d  w ill e a t g re e d ily  such 
su b sta n ces  as ch a rco a l, ro tten  
w o o d , ashes, m o r ta r , e tc . • S om e 
o f  th ese  m ay n o t  b e  g o o d  fo r  the 
a n im a ls , b u t it  is p r e tty  ce r ta in  th at 
ch a rco a l is a stom a ch  co r r e c t iv e , 
au d  it is g o o d  p r a c tice  to  k eep  a 
s tock  on  h an d  fo r  th is p u rp o se  
W h e re  th e re  is p le n ty  o f  t im b er  
n ea r  th e fa r m e r  can  re a d ily  p r e 
p a re  ch a rco a l by b u r n in g  w o o d  u n 
d e r  a  c o v e r  o f  ea rth . W h e re  t im 
b e r  is s ca rce  an d  v a lu a b le , and

w h ere  co r n  is  g ro w n  fo r  r ip e n in g  
ch a rco a l m ay b e  m a d e  b y  p a r t ia l
ly  b u rn in g  th e  c o b s . M a k e  a  p it ,; 
s ta r t  a  fire  o f  w o o d  in  th e  b o tto m ; 
fill it  w ith  c o r n c o b s , a n d  w hen  th ey  
a re  h a lf  b u rn e d  c o v e r  it  o v e r  with 
s o m e th in g ; o r , in  o ch er  w o rd s , sm o 
th e r  it  o u t . T h en  p u t  th e ch a rre d  
co b s  in  a  s e lf - fe e d e r , o r  s to re  th em  
in a  c o r n e r  o f  th e  fe e d  h o u se , 
sp r in k lin g  som e sa lt  o v e r  it , a n d  
k eep  a lo w -s id e d  b o x  filled  w ith  i t , 1 
so th e  h o g s  ca n  e a t  i t  a t  w ill. I f  
ch a rco a l is n o t  p r o v id e d , k e e p  con ^  
sta n tly  b e fo r e  th e  p ig s  a  m ix tu re  
o f  on e  p a r t  o f  su lp h u r  a n d  a b o u t  
ten  o f  w o o d  ashes. S om e such  c o n 
d im en t a p p e a rs  to  b e  re q u ire d  b y  
h og s , e sp e c ia lly  in  w in te r , t o  p r e 
v en t d e ra n g e m e n t o f  th e  s tom a ch . 
P ig s  th a t a re  o u td o o r s  in su m m er 
a n d  h av e  a ccess  to  ea rth  a n d  v e g e 
ta b le  m a tte r  h av e  lit t le  n e e d  o i  
o th e r  c o r re c t iv e s .

  * ---------------

T H E  D R E A D N O U G H T S .  

W h a t  i l i c  B a t t le s h ip s  o f  th e  F u t u r e  
a r e  L ik e .

P e o p le  w h o  h ave  b een  re a d in g  
a b o u t  th e  ra p id  p r o g re s s  w h ich  has 
b een  m ad e in  re ce n t m on th s in th e 
co n q u e s t  o f  th e  a ir  d o  n o t  rea lize  
th a t n a v a l d e v e lo p m e n t  is m ore  
th an  tw ice  as ra p id . T h e D r e a d 
n o u g h t o f  to -d a y  is th e  s cra p -iro n  
o f  to -m o rro w .

B rita in  in v e n te d  th e  first D r e a d 
n ou g h t. She w as la u n ch ed  less 
than  th ree  y e a rs  a g o , a t a c o s t  o f  
w e ll o v e r  a m illion  p ou n d s .

T o -d a y  B rita in  has a t le a s t  s ix  
sh ips o f  s im ilar  d es ig n , b u t  w hich  
a re  as g r e a t  an  im p ro v e m e n t on  th e 
first D re a d n o u g h t  as she w as on  
th e ty p es  w h ich  p r e c e d e d  h er , 
w h ilst G e rm a n y , A m e r ica , J a p a n , 
and  even  B ra z il h av e  a lso  “ g o n e  
on e  b e t t e r .”

A n d  n ow  w e h e a r  th a t  C a p ta in  
P e r cy  S co t t  h as  in v e n te d  a  m ean* 
by  w hich  on e  m an  can  fire a b r o a d 
side o f  g u n s  b y  e le c tr ic ity . T h en  
th ere  is th e p r o b le m  o f  w ire less  t e 
le g ra p h y , w ith  w hich  a ll B ritish  
D re a d n o u g h ts  a re  n ow  e q u ip p e d , 
w h ilst a  r e c o r d in g  s ta tion  h as been  
e s ta b lish ed  a t th e  A d m ira lty  itse lf , 
e n a b lin g  th e  S ea  L o r d s  to  c o r r e 
sp on d  a lm ost in sta n tly  w ith  vessel* 
fa r  aw ay  at sea.

A n o th e r  s ta r t lin g  in v e n tio n  has 
b een  c re d ite d  to  th e F re n ch . R e 
ce n tly  s e cre t  e x p e r im e n ts  o f  g re a t  
in te re s t  w ere  c o n d u cte d  w ith  a  n ew  
26-inch  lu m in ou s  sh ell w h ich  is l ik e 
ly  to  p r o v e  a v a lu a b le  a sset in  tim e 
o f  w ar.

T h e new  shell th row s  o u t  a ray  
o f  lig h t w hen  it s tr ik es . D u r in g  a 
n ig h t -a t ta ck  it  w ill in d ica te  th e 
ra n g e  o f  th e en em y  w ith o u t e x p o s - ; 
in g  th e  fir in g  w arsh ip s  to  v iew  b y  
m ean s o f  th e ir  sea rch lig h ts .

A irsh ip s , to o , a re  to  p la y  a  g r e a t | 
p a r t  in fu tu re  n a v a l w a r fa r e . O f I 
th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  a e ro p la n e  n o th in g  
a tj p re se n t is d e fin ite ly  k n ow n , b u t 
e v e ry  D re a d n o u g h t o f  a ll th e  b ig  
n a t io n s  w h ich  g o e s  in to  a ction  in 
th e  fu tu re  w ill ca r ry  a co m p le te ; 
“ b a llo o n  s e c t io n ”  co n s is t in g  o f  a 
ca p t iv e  m ilita ry  b a llo o n  w ith  a fu ll 
sta ff.

T h is  is re n d e re d  n ecessa ry  b y  the 
fa c t  th a t fro m  a g r e a t  h e ig h t th e 
soa  is a b so lu te ly  as c le a r  as  g lass , 
e n a b lin g  o b je c ts  to  be  seen  a t a 
tre m e n d o u s  d is ta n ce  b e lo w  th e  sur-, 
fa c e , thus e n a b lin g  com m a n d e rs  n o t 
o n ly  to  s p o t  th e e n e m y ’ s b a tt le sh ip s  
from  a fa r , b u t a lso  to  o b ta in  tim e ly  
w a rn in g  o f  th e  a p p ro a ch  o f  su b 
m a rin es  a n d  o th e r  en g in e s  o f  d e 
s tru ct io n  b en ea th  th e  sea.

H o w  w ill it  en d  ? W h en  sha ll 
w e g e t  to  th e  fina l ch a p te r  in n a v a l 
c o n stru ctio n  ? T h e a n sw er p r o b a b 
ly  is N e v e r , so fa r  as n ov e l en g in es  
o f  w a r a re  co n ce rn e d .

A lre a d y  a w e ll-k n ow n  n av a l e x -  ’ 
p e r t  has d e c la r e d  th a t “ th e  o ffice r  j 
o f  th e p re se n t e ra  has an a v e r a g e ; 
o f  ten  y e a rs  in  w h ich  e ith e r  to  c le a r j 
ou t o f  th e se rv ice  o r  seek  re fu g e  ini 
a lu n a tic  a sy lu m .”  T he rea son  f o r ' 
th is is th a t th e resu lt  o f  e v e ry  gun  
p r a c tice  is to  u n n erv e  o fficers  a n d  
m en fo r  tw e n ty -fo u r  h ju r s .  i

T h e  b a ck -b la s t  o f  th e gu ns is so 
v io le n t  an d  th e co n cu ss io n  so p r o - ! 
d ig io u s  th a t ey es  sw im , ea rs  s in g , 
the b ra in  seem s so ft ly  to  seeth e  a n d ' 
lim b s  tw itch  fo r  a lo n g  sp e ll a fte r - j. 
w a rd s . I f  th is is so a lre a d y , w hat 
w ill it  b e  lik e  w ith  th e h e a v ie r  gu n s 
w h ich  a re  n ow  b e in g  e v o lv e d  ? — 
P e a r s o n 's  W eek ly .

 * ---------------

C Z A R ’ S P R IV A T E  O R C H E S T R A .
I t  is n o t  g e n e ra lly  k n ow n , o b 

serv es  a P a r is  c o n te m p o ra ry , th a t 
th e  C za r  h as  a  p r iv a te  o rch e s tra , 
w hich  on  ra re  o cca s io n s  a p p e a rs  in 
p u b lic . T h is  o rch e s tra , w e a re  t o l d , ! 
m u st n o t  b e  co n fu s e d  w ith  th e I m - : 
p e r ia l O p era  o f  S t. P e te rsb u rg . T he 
o r ch e s tra  d a tes  fro m  the tim e o I, 
A le x a n d e r  I I I .  in 1S83, w ho e n tru st - ' 
ec! its  fo rm a tio n  to  M a jo r  G e n e r a l 
B a ro n  d e  S ta ck e lb e rg , h im se lf a . 
c o m p o s e r  a n d  sk illfu l m u sic ia n . A ll 
tb e  m u sician s, in  a d d itio n  to  th e ir  
w a g es , w ith  b o a r d  a n d  lo d g in g , a ro  
e n tit le d  on  re t ire m e n t to  a

her

h a p p e n e d ?  A h ! I


