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F i g h t i n g  L i f e ’ s  B a t t l e ;

OR, LAD Y BLAN CH E'S B 1T T E B  
PUNISHMENT

C H A P T E R  I X .— (C o n t ’ d . )

F lo r is , try in g  n o t  t o  listen , h eard  
e v e ry  w ord , saw  the u p w a rd  g la n ce , 
h eard  the te n d e r , p le a d in g  little  
s igh , and  a p p re c ia te d  thorn as o n ­
ly  a  w om an  co u ld .

S u re ly  n o t  ev en  L o rd  N orm a n  
co u ld  w ith stan d  them  1 

H e  w as s ilen t a m om en t, d u rin g  
w hich  F lo r is , w ith  an a ch in g  a t  her 
h e a r t, e x p e c te d  to  see him  p u t  his 
a rm  rou n d  the slim  waist, a n d  draw7 
th e  b e a u t ifu l w om an to  h im  w ith  
m u rm u red  we-rds o f  e n d e a r m e n t ! 
B u t in stea d , he sa id  w ith  a  h a lf 
sm ile  :

“ W h a t h av e  y o u  b een  d o in g , 
B la n c h e ?  O v e rd ra w in g  y o u r  a c ­
c o u n t ?  L a m in g  m y lo r d ’ s fa v o r ite  
m a r e ?  O r w h a t? ”

“ A h , if  it  w ere  o n ly  a litt le  
t r o u b le  lik e  th a t, B ru ce , I  co u ld
la u g h  a t it  as e a s ily  as y o u  d o  ”

“ I  w a sn ’ t la u g h in g , B la n c h e .”  
“ B u t— b u t th is  a  g r e a te r  on e . 

B ru ce , I  find it  h ard  to  te l l  y o u — ”  
“ D o n ’ t, th e n ; te ll m e t o ­

m o r ro w ',”  he sa id , g ra v e ly , an d  a l­
m ost, so F lo r is  fa n c ie d , w ith  an a ir 
o f  r e lie f .

L a d y  B la n ch e  sigh ed .
“ N o , I  m u st te ll y ou  n o w , B ru ce  ! 

T o -m o r r o w  m ay be to o  l a t e ! ”  and  
she g la n ce d  u p  a t h im  p ite o u s ly . 
“ B ru ce , L o r d  H a w k s le y  ca lle d  th is  
a fte r n o o n . I w as ou t, h ere , a t th e  
fa ir , b u t  he cam e to  d in n e r  an d  
■— he cam e t o  see m e !”

H e r  v o ic e  sank , and  h er  h and 
c lo s e d  n e rv o u s ly  on  his arm .

“ D id  h e ? ”  he rem a rk ed , c a r e ­
less ly . “ W h a t d id  th e o ld  a n te ­
d ilu v ia n  w a n t? ”

“ B ru ce  ! ”  in a lo w , th r illin g  to n e . 
“ H e  cam© to  ask m e to  be  his 
w i fe .”

L o r d  N orm a n  d id  n o t  s ta rt , bu t 
he lo o k e d  su rp r ise d  an d  in d ig n a n t. 

“ H e  d i d ! ”
T h en  he la u g h ed , and  a t  the 

la u g h  L a d y  B la n c h e ’ s fa c e  w en t 
d e a th ly  w h ite , as if he h ad  stru ck  
h er.

“ F o r g iv e  m e, B la n ch e . B u t 
H a w k s ley  ! W hy, g r e a t  h eaven s, 
he is as o ld  as M e th u s a le h ! W h y, 
he w as an o ld  m an  w hen  I  w as a 
b o y !  H e  m u st b e  e ig h ty — m o r e ! ”  

“ A n d  y o u  la u g h !”  m u rm u red  
L a d y  B la n ch e  b e tw een  h er c lo se d  
lip s.

“ I  b eg  y o u r  p a r d o n ! B u t  cou ld  
y ou  h e lp  it ?  H a w k s le y ! W h y , he 
has m ore  th an  on e  leg  in th e  g ra v e , 
an d  is as fa lse  as on e  o f th e m od e ls  
a t M adam  T u ssa u d ’ s !  H is w ig  and 
te e th  and  en am eled  co m p le x io n  u sed  
to  be  th e jo k e  w hen  I  firs t ca m e 
t o  tow n  ! A n d  he p r o p o s e d  t o  y o u  ! 
O f co u rse  y o u  g a v e  h im  a  speed y  
an sw er, B la n c h e ? ”

She op e n e d  her fa n  and  lo o k e d  at
it.

“ N o , B ru ce . I — L o r d  H a w k sley  
is an o ld  fr ie n d  o f  m y fa t h e r ’ s . ”  

“ H e  m ig h t h ave been  o f  y o u r  
g r a n d fa th e r ’ s ,”  r e to r te d  L o r d  N o r ­
m an .

“ A n d — a n d ------- ”
“ H e  is th e  r ich e s t  an d  b e s t  p a rti 

in  L o n d o n . I  k n o w ,  a ll th at, 
B la n ch e , b u t  a ll th e  sam e, I  d o n ’t 
su p p ose  y o u  said a n y th in g  b u t 
‘N o . ’ ”

F lo r is  cou ld  see  th a t  she w as t r y ­
in g  h im  ; a n y  o n e  b u t a m an w ou ld  
h ave  u n d e r s to o d  th e tr a p  she w as 
B etting fo r  him , b u t L o r d  N orm a n  
w as a  m an and a lto g e th e r  u n co n ­
sciou s.

F lo r is  h e a r t  b e a t  fa s t . H ow  
w o u ld  it  end  ? W o u ld  th e b ea u tifu l 
s iren , w ith  h er  p ite o u s  ta le , win 
th e  d a y  ?

“ M o, B r u c e ,”  she fa lte re d . “ Oh, 
d o n ’ t b e  a n g ry  w ith  m e ! Y ou  d o n ’ t 
u n d e rsta n d  h ow  w e w om en  are 
p la ce d  !”

“ N o , I  d o n ’ t , ”  he r e to r te d . “ B u t 
I  d o  u n d e rsta n d  th a t w hen  a g ir l 
is ask ed  b y  a  m an  w ho is o ld  e n ou g h  
t o  be  h er  g ra n d fa th e r , to  be  his 
w ife , th a t th e  so o n e r  she send s him  
a b o u t  his b u sin es  the b e t t e r .”  

“ A h , it  is so easy  fo r  y ou  to  say 
t h a t ! ”  she m u rm u red . “ Y ou  a re  a 
m an , and y o u r  m a s t e r ! Y ou  can  
p ick  an d  ch oose  w h ere  y ou  w i l l ! B u t 
I  am a w om an , B ru ce , an d  am n o t 
m y ow n  m istress . B ru ce , m y fa th e r  
re a lly  w ishes m e to  m a rry  !”

“ B u t n o t L o r d  H a w k s le y ? ”  lie 
sa iu .

S he g la n ce d  up a t him , an d  o p e n ­
ed an d  shut h er fan  aga in .

“ H e  is a n x io u s  th a t  I  shou ld  
m a rry , B ru ce , an d  L o r d  H aw k sley  
is  an o ld  fr ie n d  o f  his ! A n d — and 
— th e re  is n o  on e e ls e .”

N o w , th o u g h t F lo r is , he w ill take 
h u t  in  his arm s and te ll h er th a t

th ere  is som e on e  e lse , th a t th e re  
is L o rd  N o r m a n !

B u t L o rd  N orm a n  d id  n o th in g  o f 
th o  k in d .

“ T h a t ’ s n on sen se , B la n c h e ! 
T h ere  a re  a d o z e n  som e  on e  e lse  ! 
I  cou ld  co u n t up a d ozen  m en w ho 
are  h ead  o v e r  h eels, d y in g  in lov e , 
and  any on e  o f  w hom  w ou ld  g o  half 
o u t  o f  th e ir  m ind  w ith  d e lig h t  if 
y ou  th rew  the h a n d k erch ie f to  
th em  !”

She cr im so n e d , then tu rn e d  p a le . 
“ B u t— b u t B r u c e !  I d o n ’ t  ca re  

fo r  any on e  o f  th e m ,”  she m u rm u r­
ed.

“ A n d  ce r ta in ly  you  d o n ’ t  ca re  fo r  
o ld  H a w k s le y !”  he sa id , q u ick ly . 
“ S o  w hy fh o o s e  h im ? ”

“ H e  is n.y fa t h e r ’ s ch o ice , n ot 
m in e !”  she sa id  tu rn in g  h er h ead  
aw ay.

“ B la n ch e  h ere  am  I !  W ill you  
ch o o se  m e ? ”

W h y  sh ou ld  he n o t?  A  few  
m on th s— a few  w eek s— a g o  he was 
q u ite  r e a d y ; w as on  th e  v e rg e  o f 
d o in g  so.

W hy sh ou ld  he n o t  n ow  ? She 
w as su p rem ely  b e a u tifu l, o f  h igh 
ra n k — his e q u a l— a p e e r le ss  c r e a ­
tu re , fit to  a d orn  a c o u r t  1 

G r e a t  h eav en s, wrh at m o re , or 
h igh er, d id  he n eed  to  e x p e c t ?

H e  ask ed  h im se lf th e  q u e st io n , 
h a lf a n g r ily — im p a tie n t w ith  h im ­
se lf— in w a rd ly  ra g in g  a t  h is w ant 
o f firm n ess, a t his in ca p a c ity  of 
fo r c in g  h im self to  d o  it.

T h en , su p p re ss in g  his a n g ry  a ir , 
he d id  tu rn  to  h er and  say : 

“ B la n ch e— —”
B u t b e fo r e  y o u  co u ld  g e t  any 

fu r th e r , b e fo r e  th e  g la d , e x p e c ta n t  
l ig h t  h ad  s ca rce ly  tim e to  co m e  to  
h e j  e y e s , a v o ic e — a c le a r , th in  
v o ice , th e u n m ista k a b le  t r e b le  o f 
L a d y  B e tty — ch im ed  in  betw een  
them .

“ r l o r i s !  F lo r is , m y d e a r ;  w h ere  
a re  y o u  ?”

A s  if  th e  n am e “ F lo r is ”  had 
fa llen  fro m  th e  lip s o f his gu a rd ia n  
a n g e l, L o r d  N orm a n  s to p p e d  sh ort, 
a n d , w ith  a su d d en  s ta rt , tu rn ed  
to w a rd  h er.

F lo r is  saw  h im  s ta rt , saw  him 
tu rn  p a le . W a s  he a n g ry  w ith  L ad y  
B e tty  fo r  in te r r u p t in g  th em ?

A n d  w h a t on  ea rth  shou ld  she, 
F lo r is  d o  ? She co u ld  n o t  p oss ib ly  
com e  o u t n ow  ! In w a rd ly  ch a fin g  at 
h er s itu a tio n , she had b o rn e  i t  as 
b e s t  she co u ld , and  she m u st b ea r  
it  a  l it t le  lo n g e r .

“ O h, B r u c e !  H e re  y ou  a r c !  
H ow  d o  y ou  d o  m y d e a r  B la n ch e  ?”  

T h e tw o  w om en  sh ook  h an ds c o ld ­
ly , an d  if a g la n ce  fro m  on e  w o ­
m a n ’ s eyes  co u ld  k ill a n o th e r , then  
L a d y  B la n ch e ’ s w ou ld  h ave  slain  
L a d y  B e tty  o n  th e sp ot.

“ S o  p r o v o k in g !”  sa id  L ad y 
B e tty . “ I ’ ve lo s t  M iss C a r lis le ! 
I ’ ve been  lo o k in g  fo r  h er e v e r y ­
w h ere . O f co u rse  it  d o e s n ’ t m a tter  
— I m ean  I d o n ’ t su p p ose  she has 
d isa p p e a re d  fo r  g o o d , b u t  all the 
m en  she has p ro m ise d  d a n ces  to  a re  
b o th e r in g  m e a b o u t  h e r .”

“ I  d id n ’ t k n ow  M iss C a r lis le  was 
h e r e ,”  sa id  L o rd  N orm a n , an d  his 
v o ic e  seem ed  su d d en ly  lig h ten ed .

L ad y  B la n ch e  lea n ed  u p on  his 
arm , w ith  a s ilen t, h au g h tily  p r e ­
o ccu p ie d  a ir , as if th e  a b so lu te  m u r­
d e r  o f  M iss C a r lis le  cou ld  not 
a ffe c t  her.

“ O h, y es , sho is h e r e ;  and  has 
m a d e  q u ite  a  s u c c e s s !”  sa id  L ady 
B e tty , g la n c in g  w ith  p r e tty  s p ite ­
fu ln ess  a t L a d y  B la n ch e . “ T h a t is 
ju s t  i t !  A n o th e r  g ir l w ou ld  n o t  be 
m issed , b u t th e m en are p la g u in g  
m y life  ou t, and  I  m u st find h e r .”  

“ S he ca n n o t be fa r  o f f , ”  he said , 
lo o k in g  rou n d .

F lo r is  d re w  still c lo s e r  u n d er  her 
am bush .

“ W h e re  d id  y o u  see h er last, 
B e tty  ! ”

“ S h e  w as d a n cin g  w ith  B e rt ie , 
and  1  th in k  th ey  w a lk ed  off in th is  
d ir e c t io n . G o o d  g ra c io u s  ! I  n ev er  
th o u g h t o f  ! Y ou  k n ow  how  d r e a d ­
fu lly  reck less  B e rt ie  is ! D o  you  
th in k  he can  have p e rsu a d e d  h er to  
— to  g o  off w ith  him  a n y w h e r e ? ”  

“ N on sen se  !”  sa id  L o r d  B ru ce , a l- 
m ore  fie rce ly . “ W h e re  can  they 
g o t ”

“ I d o n ’ t  k n o w ,”  sa id  L a d y  B e tty , ! 
w ith  ch a ra c te r is t ic  v a g u en ess . ! 
•'H e has ce r ta in ly  d isa p p e a re d  j 
a l s o ! ”

L o r d  N o r m a n ’ s fa ce  d a rk en ed .
“ I th ink  I  shou ld  like  to  g o  in to  

th e room  aga in , B r u c e ;  th is  p la ce  
str ik es  m e ra th er  ch illy , d oes  it 
n o t ? ”  m u rm u red  L a d y  B la n ch e , 
w ith  h au gh ty  la n g u o r .

H e s ta rted .

“ E h ?  O h, y e s ! C e r ta in ly . L o o k  
in th e  a n te ro o m s , B e t ty ,”  he sa id , 
o v e r  his sh ou ld er , as he led  L a d y  
B la n ch e  a w ay .

T h ey  h ad  n o so o n e r  g o t  c le a r  
aw ay than  F lo r is  s tep p ed  fro m  her 
n ook  so su d d en ly  as to  m ak e L a d y  
B e tty  ju m p .

“ G o o d  g ra c io u s , m y d e a r !  Y ou  
n ear ly  fr ig h te n e d  m e o u t o f m y life  ! 
In  y o u r  w h ite  d ress  y o u  lo o k  like 
a g h o s t !”

“ I  m igh t say lik e  th e b u r g la r  w ho 
was d is co v e re d  u n d ern ea th  th e bed  
by the la d y ; I  d o n ’ t see w^hy I 
sh ou ld  fr ig h ten  y o u , see in g  th a t  
y o u  h ave been  lo o k in g  fo r  m e so 
l o n g l ”  sa id  F lo r is , w ith  a very  
q u ie t  sm ile.

L a d y  B e tty  la u g h ed .
“ N o w  th a t is ju s t  lik e  y o u !  I n ­

stead  o f a p o lo g iz in g  fo r  a ll th e 
t r o u b le  y ou  h ave g iv en  m e, you  
m ake m e lau g h  !”

“ I am  v e ry  s o r r y ,”  said F lo r is . 
“ S o  y ou  m igh t be, m y d e a r . B u t 

w h a t a re  you  d o in g  h e r e ?  A n d  
w here is B e r t ie ? ’

“ I  w as re s t in g ,”  sa id  F lo r is ;  
“ and  it  w as so q u ie t  and  c o o l  th a t 
I  rem ain ed  lo n g e r  th an  I  e x p e c t ­
e d . ”

“ A n d  B e r t ie — he w as w ith  y ou , 
w a sn ’ t  h e ? ”  ask ed  L a d y  B e tty .

“ Y es, b u t L o rd  C lifford ©  le ft  m e 
som e tim e a g o ,”  said F lo r is , 
s tru g g lin g  h ard  to  k eep  the c o lo r  
from  h er fa ce .

L ad y  B e tty  lo o k e d  a t h er ra th er  
cu r io u s ly .

“ A h , w e ll, c o m e  b a ck  n ow , d ea r , 
w ill y o u  ? T h e m an y o u  h ave 
p rom ised  a rc  g o in g  a b o u t in th e
m ost w re tch e d  sta te  o f  m in d  ”

“ I d o n ’ t th in k  I w ill d a n ce  a ga in  
to -n ig h t, L a d y  P e n d le t o n ,”  said 
F lo r is , q u ie t ly . “ I  h ave ra th e r  a 
h ead a ch e , and  I w ou ld  lik e  t o  stay
here' ”

“ B u t, g ra c io u s  m e, on e  d o e s n ’ t 
com e t o  a ball to  sit in a c o n se r v a ­
tory  ! ”  e x c la im e d  L a d y  B etty , 
re m o n stra t in g ly .

“ 1  h av e  d a n ccd  a g r e a t  d ea l t o ­
n ight. P le a se  le t  m e s t a y !”  she 
p lea d ed , fe e lin g  th a t she w ou ld  do 
a n y th in g  ra th er  th an  w h irl rou n d  
the ga rish  ro o m  a fte r  a ll th a t had 
h a p p en ed  b e tw een  p o o r  B e r t ie  and 
her.

“ O h, v e ry  w ell, m y d e a r . W e ll , 
stay  h ere  fo r  h a lf an h ou r , an dthen  
I ' l l  com e  fo r  y o u . Y o u  d o  lo o k  
p a le  an d  t ire d , an d  i t  has b een  a 
h ard  d a y . I t  is b e a u t ifu lly  q u ie t 
h ere , c e r ta in ly . I ’ ll com e  b a ck  in 
h a lf an h ou r.

“ T h an k  y o u ,”  sa id  F lo r is , g r a t e ­
fu lly , and  she w e n t b a ck  to  her 
se c lu d ed  co rn e r .

T h ere  she sa t fo r  som e m om en ts , 
w o n d e rin g  w h eth er L a d y  B la n ch e  
had g a in ed  her v ic to r y , o r  w h eth er 
L ord  N orm a n  had n o t y e t  sa id  th e 
w ord s  w hich  w ou ld  m ake h im  hers.

A n d  w hy, she ask ed  h erse lf, 
a n g r ily , sh ou ld  she tr o u b le  h erse lf 
a b o u t L o r d  N orm a n  and L a d y  
B1 an ch e  !

W h a t co u ld  it  p o s ib ly  m a tte r  to  
her -whether L a d y  B la n ch e  w on  or  
lo s t  him  ! W ith  an im p a tie n t  g e s ­
tu re  she p ick e d  up her fa n , reso lv ed  
to  g o  b a ck  in to  Ih e  b a llro o m  and 
w a ltz  L o r d  N orm a n  o u t o f  h er 
th ou g h ts , w hen  su d d en ly  she h eard  
nis s tep — she k n ew  it so w e ll a l­
re a d y — clo s e  b e s id e  h er , an d  thia 
n e x t  m om en t he p u t a sid e  th e  fern  
lea ves  and  was lo o k in g  d ow n  at h er.

T h ere  w as a  lo o k  o f  g la d  su rp rise  
in his fa c e , a flash o f  lig h t  in  his 
ey es , as the? res ted  on  h er, th a t 
w ent s tra ig h t to  F lo r is ’ h ea rt, so 
th a t, in stea d  o f  lo o k in g  up at him  
with c o ld , h au gh ty  in d iffe re n ce , her 
eyes d r o p p e d  w ith  a s tra n g e  h e a v i­
ness ,a n d  flin ch ed  b e fo r e  him .

“ A t  l a s t ! ”  h a  sa id , in a  low  
v o ice . “ W h e re  h ave y ou  b een  h id ­
in g ?  o r  ra th er , see in g  th a t  y o u  are  
h ere , w hy h ave  ^ou  b een  h id in g , 
M iss C a r l is le ? ”

“ I  h ave  n o t  b een  h id in g ,”  she 
a n sw ered , t r y in g  to  speak  co ld ly .

'I  h ave b een  res tin g  h e r e .”
“ I  h av e  b een  lo o k in g  fo r  y ou  all 

o v e r  th e p la c e ,”  he sa id , th e  h ap p y  
lig h tn ess  o f his v o ic e  co n tra s tin g  
s tra n g e ly  w ith  the gr im n es  o f  a few  
m in u tes  ago .

“ I  am sorry . I  w ill go  back  
n o w ,”  she sa id , r is in g .

“ O h ! b u t is th a t  f a i r ? ”  he sa id , 
e x p o s tu la t in g ly . “ J u s t  as I  have 
fo u n d  y o u , an d  in such  a d e lic io u s  
litt le  n o o k , y o u  w a n t to  lea ve  it. 
P le a se  f o r g e t  th a t th o u g h  y o u  a re  
rested , I  am  n o t . Y ou  d o n ’ t  k n ow  
how  m an y m iles  I  h ave  wra lk ed  in 
search  o f  y ou  !”

A s he sp ok e  she fe lt  ra th er  than 
saw  the da rk  e y e s  t r a v e lin g  o v e r  
h e r ; fe lt  ra th e r  th an  saw  th e in ­
ten se  a d m ira tion  lie b es tow ed  upon  
her.

“ T h ere  is n o  reason  w hy you  
sh ou ld  n o t rem ain , L o r d  N o r m a n ,”  
she sa id , g a th e r in g  up th e  tr a il  o f  
h er d r e s s ;  “ I can  find m y w ay back  
a lo n e .”

“ Y o u  shall n o t  d o  t h a t !”  he said , 
w ith  a s ig h ; “ if you  w ill go . B u t, 
w ill y ou  n o t  stay  five1— o n ly  five 
m in u tes  lo n g e r ?  Y o u  lo o k e d  q u ite  
co n te n te d , and  as if you  m ean t 
g ro w in g  h ere , u ntil I cam e up . 1  
am a fra id  I  d is tu rb e d  y ou . P erh a p s

I had b e tte r  g o ! ”  and he le t  the 
fe rn s  fa ll from  his h and.

F lo r is  d id  n o t  speak .
“ T hen  I  m ay  stay !”  h e  sa id , and 

ta k in g  her silen ce  as an affim ative, 
ho sa t d ow n  on  a clu m p  o f  ru stic  
w ork  a t h er e lb o w , and  lo o k e .l dow n  
a t h er.

F lo r is ’ h e a r t  b e a t fa s t . S he ra ck ­
ed h er b ra in  fo r  som e co m m o n ­
p la ce  rem ark  to  h ide he co n fu s io n , 
and  to  m a k e  him  th in k  th a t  his 
p r e se n ce  w as o f  n o  co n se q u e n ce  to  
h e r ; b u t she co u ld  find n o th in g —  
n o th in g — to  say.

H e  w as s ilen t fo r  som e m inu tes, 
then  he lo o k e d  rou n d .

“ W h a t a  d e lig h t fu l r e t r e a t  y ou  
h av e  d is c o v e r e d ,”  he sa id , s lo w ly . 
“ N o  w on d er  y ou  w e re  r e lu c ta n t 
to  le a v e  i t ! A n d  y e t  y ou  have m ade 
a ‘ s u c c e ss , ’ as L a d y  B e tty  w ou ld  
say. D o  y o u  k n ow  th at y o u r  
a b sen ce  is ca u sin g  q u ite  a co m m o ­
tion  a m on g  the d a n cin g  m en  2”

F lo r is  sm iled .
“ T h ey  can  easily  be  co n so le d , 

m y lo r d ,”  she sa id . B u t you  re ­
m ind m e o f  m y b rok en  e n g a g em en ts  ; 
T w ill g o  and  save som e o f  th e m .”

“ N o t y e t , ”  he sa id , c u r tly . “ M y 
fiv e  m in u tes  a re  n o t up y e t . B u t I 
w ill re lea se  y o u , if you  g ive  m e the 
n e x t  d a n c e !”

“ M y ca rd  is f u l l , ”  she s a i l ,  
firm ly .

“ T h en  I  w ill tak e  th e  rem a in d er  
o f m y t im e ,”  he r e to r te d .

T h ere  w as s ilen ce  fo r  a  m om en t, 
th en , lo o k in g  dow n  on  th e  g ro u n d , 
he said :

“ I am g la d  th a t I h ave fou n d  you  
h e r e ;  it  g iv e s  m e an o p p o r tu n ity  o f 
sa y in g  g o o d -b y  !”

F lo r is  s ta rte d  and lo o k e d  up at 
him  w ith  a sud den  g la n ce  o f  a la rm  ; 
b u t he w as s ta r in g  m o o d ily  a t the 
f lo o r  and  d id  n ot even  see  it.

(T o  be  co n t in u e d .)
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C O W  P O X .

T h is  d isea se  is tran sm issa b l-, 
fro m  o n e  co w  to  a n o th e r . T h e  first 
sym p tom s is a v e ry  s lig h t fe v e r , 
w hich  is v e ry  o fte n  o v e r lo o k e d  
u ntil th e d isea se  bas som ew h a t 
fu r th e r  d e v e lo p e d , th e  first n o t ic e ­
ab le  sign  b e in g  te n d e r  tea ts .

U p on  e x a m in in g  th e tea ts  it  w ill 
be fo u n d  th a t  th e re  is a fe v e r  in 
sam e, w hen  at th e  en d  o f  th e se c ­
on d  o r  th ird  d a y , sm all p a le  red  
p a tch e s  a p p e a r  w n ich  in cre a se  in 
size u n til th e y  m ay  be  an in ch  in 
d ia m eter .

F ro m  th e seven th  to  the ten th  
day  th ose  e ru p t io n s  fo r m  in to  
b lis te rs . T h e  b lis te r  is d iv id e d  in ­
to  sev era l p o c k e ts  an d  ea ch  p o ck e t  
m u st be o p e n e d  se p a ra te ly  in o r ­
d e r  to  re liev e  th em  o f th e co n te n ts  
w hich  h ave a ccu m u la te d  th e re in . 
A n  an im al thus a fflicted  g iv e s  a 
d e cre a se d  flow  o f m ilk  and  is ca u s ­
ed  to  su ffer  in ten se ly  o w in g  to  the 
fa c t  th a t th e sca b s  a re  cra ck e d  and 
b ro k e n  op en  b y  th e han ds o f  the 
m ilk er .

T o  o v e rco m e  th is  d ifficu lty  th e 
an im al sh ou ld  b e  g iv en  a to n ic  to  
ton e  up th e  b lo o d  and  system  in 
g e n e ra l. T h e tea ts  and  u d d er 
sh ou ld  bte th o ro u g h ly  c lea n sed  
w ith  an a n t ise p t ic  a fte r  w h ich  a 
h ea lin g  o in tm e n t sh ou ld  be a p ­
p lie d .— D r. D a v id  R o b e r ts .

F A I L U R E  T O  B R E E D .

F a ilu re  to  b re e d  is o ften tim es  
te rm ed  b a rren ess  in co w s  o r  h e ife rs  
and is u su a lly  d u e  to  on e o f  th ree  
ca u ses , n am ely , an a cid  se cre tion  
o f th e  g e n ita l o rg a n s , the germ s  o f  
co n ta g io u s  a b o r t io n  ; o r  re ten tion  
o f th e  a fte rb ir th .

T h e  a cid  se cre t io n  o f  th e g en ita l 
o rg a n s  p re v e n ts  c o n ce p t io n  by  d e ­
s tro y in g  th e  sem en  o f  the m a le ; 
th e  germ s o f  co n ta g io u s  a b o rtio n  
sets up a ca ta rr h a l in flam m ation  
and d is ch a rg e  w h ich  a lso  p re v e n ts  
c o n ce p t io n  ; re te n t io n  o f  th e  a ft e r ­
b irth , w h eth er i t  b e  re m o v e d  by 
f o r c e  o r  p e rm itte d  to  s lou g h  aw ay 
u su ally  lea v es  th e  w om b in a d is ­
eased  and  ca ta rra h a l co n d it io n , 
e ffe ct in g  a  d isch a rg e .

T h e d isch a rg e  ir r ita te s  and  sca lds  
th e m ou th  o f  th e  w om b h ea ls  and  
it  is im p oss ib le  to  m ake a cow  
b re e d  w ith ou t m ech a n ica l in te r ­
fe re n ce , such  as in se r tin g  in to  th e 
m ou th  o f  th e w om b a w om b soun d 
then fo llo w in g  sam e writh a  w om b 
d ila to r  a t the t im e  th a t th e an im al 
is in h eat.

In th is  w ay a  la rg e  p e r  ce n t  o f 
b a rren  cow s  can  be m ad e to  b re e d  
th a t w ou ld  o th e rw ise  h ave  to  be 
s a cr ificed  o n  th e b u t c h e r ’ s b lo ck . 
I t  is a d v isa b le  to  g iv e  a ll v a lu a b le  
cow s an o p p o r tu n ity  to  b re e d .

L IV E  S T O C K  N O T E S .

It is a g o o d  p lan  n e v e r  to  d o se  
a h ea lth y  h orse . A ll he n eed s is

g o o d  ca re  and  g o o d  fe e d . T h e g o o d  
c a r e  in c lu d e s , o f  course^ re g u la r  
e x e rc ise . I t  is ju s t  as i5ad fo r  a- 
h orse  to  b a  a ll th e  tim e tak in g ! 
m ed ic in e  as it is fo r  a m an.

F o r  y o u n g  du ck s p la ce  fine, c lea n  
grst in to  th e d r in k in g  w a ter , and  
th ey  lo v e  to  fish it  o u t . T h en , w hen  
m ix in g  a la rg e  q u a n tity  o f  b ran  
and  co rn m e a l to g e th e r , add  a b o u t 
30 p e r  ce n t, o f fine sharp  sand , and  
sp r in k le  a l ib e ra l q u a n tity  o v e r  it, 
a fte r  it  is m ade in to  a m ash. T h eyi 
a re  fed  five tiroes a  d a y  a t first.

E x p e r ie n c e  h o rse  ow n ers  a p p r e c i­
a te  th e  va lu e  o f  h a n d lin g , le a d in g  
an d  c o n tr o l l in g  the fo a ls  from  an 
e a r ly  age , w hile  o th e r s  le a v e  thd 
h a n d lin g  o f  c o lts  to  th e d a y  w heu  
b re a k in g  is com m en ced . A  
m o m e n t ’ s co n s id e ra t io n  w ill show  
w hich  is th e  b e tte r  co u rs e . In  tha 
o n e  ca se  co n fid e n ce  has lo n g  been  
e sta b lish ed  betw een  h orse  and  m an. 
T h e  h orse , w h ile  re co g n iz in g  th at 
he m u st su b m it to  c o n tr o l ,  k n ow s 
th a t  th e  n ew  e x p e r ie n ce s  w hich  
com e  his w ay are n o t  lik e ly  to  d o  
h im  any h arm , ln  th e o th e r  ca se , 
th e h o rse  k n ow s  n o th in g . H is 
n a tu ra l te n d e n cy  is to  r e g a rd  any 
m ea su res  ta k en  fo r  h is c o n tr o l 
as so m an y e lem en ts  o f  d a n g e r  t o  
be  a v o id e d  as fa r  as p o ss ib le , an d  
to  be re s is te d  s tren u ou s ly .

F A R M  N O T E S .
T h ose  w ho have n o t  ob se rv e d  

c lo s e ly  m ay , p e rh a p s , be  u n a w a re  o f  
o f  th o  fa c t  th a t the. w h ite  fa ced  
h o rn e t  is th e  w o rs t  en em y  o f  the 
h orse  fly. A ls o , th e  sm a ller  flies 
th a t w o rry  h orses  and  ca tt le  g o  in ­
to  th e  d ie t  o f  th is  fr ie n d  o f  the 
fa rm e r . B e tte r  e x p la in  th is  to  th e  
b oys  and ask them  n o t  to  d e s tro y  
th e nests o f  th ese  v a lu a b le  and 
p e a ce fu l co la b o r e r s .

T h ere  is a g o o d  field  fo r  any in ­
te l lig e n t  m an  to  m ake a- g o o d  l iv ­
in g  o u t o f  som e on e  ce r ta in  b ra n ch  
o f  fa rm in g , such  as p o u ltr y  ra is ­
in g , s p e c ia liz in g  on  som e b ra n ch  o f 
g a rd e n in g , o r , p e rh a p s , a  sm all 
d a iry , w ith  th e  a d d itio n  o f  som e 
h ogs . T h e re  is a g o o d  fie ld  fo r  
m a k in g  m on ey  o u t  o f  b e rr ie s  o f  d i f ­
ferent- k in d s, and  th e c o s t  o f p r o -1 
d u ction  is n o t  g re a t . O f co u rse , 
th is  k in d  o f fa rm in g  w ill re q u ire  
th e h e lp  o f  se v e ra l han ds ju s t  a t 
g a th e r in g  tim e , b u t  o u ts id e  o f  th a t 
th e re  w ill n ot be  v e ry  m uch  b u t 
w h a t on e  m an can  d o  on  a- sm all 
fa rm .

C Z A I l O F A L L  T H E  R U S S IA  S.

W r ite r  C o n tra s ts  C zar w ith  K a iser  
W ilh e lm .

In  an  a r t ic le  in th e  L on d on  E x ­
p ress , a  w r ite r  s ig n in g  h im se lf “ A  
R u ssian  D ip lo m a t ,”  g iv e s  a view  
at c lo se  ra n g e  o f  th e C za r o f  A ll 
th e  R u ss ia s . C o n tra s tin g  him  w ith  
K a ise r  W ilh e lm , the w r ite r  s a y s :—•

T o th e  w o r ld  th e  K a is e r ’ s p e r ­
s o n a lity  is fa m ilia r . T h ere  a re  twro  
k in ds o f  m en  w ho m ay o c c u p y  
th ron es  and  b e  h ap p y . T he first 
a re  th e  ta c t fu l,  a d m ira b ly  in fo rm e d , 
k in d -h e a rte d  d ip lo m a ts , o f  w hom  
K in g  E d w a rd  is th e  ty p ica l e x a m ­
p le . T he secon d  a re  th e m a ste r fu l, 
d e te rm in e d , a b le  m en , s tu b b o rn , 
t ire le ss , w ith  u n co n q u e ra b le  se lf- 
con fid en ce . A le x a n d e r  I I I . ,  th e  
C z a r ’ s fa th e r , w as such  a m an . T h e 
K a ise r  is a n o th e r .

N ich o la s  I I .  i3 a m an  o f  a n o th e r  
ty p e . W h en  he w as ca lle d  to  his 
h igh o ffice  b y  th e  d e a th  o f  his fa ­
th e r , in  1894, he wyas tw e n ty -s ix , 
in e x p e r ie n ce d  and  (I  say it  w ith  a ll 
r e sp e ct )  a p p a lle d  by  th e loa d  
th row n  u pon  his sh ou ld ers . G re a t  
a-; w ere  th e d ifficu ltie s  th en , th ey  
h ave b ecom e  g re a te r  w ith  ev ery  
y ea r . W a r , d e fe a t , in tr ig u e , c o n ­
sp ira cy , re v o lu t io n , a n a tion  in th e 
m e ltin g  p o t , a p e o p le  ru sh in g  h ith ­
er a n d  th ith e r  in  p u rsu it  o f  th ey  
k n ow  n o t  w hat.

I q a p p e a r a n c e  th e  C za r is th e  
v ery  a n tith e s is  o f  his h ercu lea n  fa ­
th er— sh ort, o d d ly  like  th e P r in ce  
o f  W a le s , w ith  ra th e r  sad  eyes . H is 
fa ce  is th e in d e x t  o f  h is ch a ra c te r . 
H e is  in te lle c tu a lly  a le r t , w id e ly  
sym p a th etic , a lm o s t  p h en om en a lly : 
in d u str io u s , an d  fo r  a ll his in s t in c ­
tiv e , shy t im id ity , p e r s is te n t  and  
d e te rm in e d .

I t  has b een  sa id  th a t n o m an w as 
e v e r  less e a g e r  to  b e  an  E m p e ro r  
th an  th e  p re se n t C za r  o f  a ll th e 
R u ss ia s , b u t , h a v in g  b een  ra ised  by  
d e s t in y  to  e x a lte d  re sp o n s ib ility , he' 
has n ev er  w a v ered  in his d e te rm in a -i 
tion  to  d o  his d u ty  as he u n d er-j 
stan ds it , an d , in  so fa r  as  it  lies 
w ith  h im , to  w ork  fo r  th e  b es t in -: 
te r e s ts  o f  his c o u n tr y  an d  his p e o ­
p le .

P A P A  K N E W . 
“ B r id g e t ,”  sa id  th e  m istress  o f  

the h ou se , “ som e o f  th e  b e d c lo th - 
in g  is m iss in g . W a s  a n y  o f  it  le f t  
on  th e  l in e ? ”

“ O m a m m a ,”  cr ie d  lit t le  W illie , 
“ B r id g e t  d o e s n ’ t k n ow  a n y th in g  
a b o u t it . I k n ow  w h e re  i t  is. 
P a p a ’ s g o t  i t . ”

“ W h a t d o  y ou  m ean , c h i ld ? ”  
“ W e ll , m am m a, I h eard  som e o f  

th e n e ig h b o rs  sa y in g  th is  m orn in g  
th a t th ey  saw  p a p a  la st n igh t w ith  
th re e  sheets in the w in d .”


