
L i f e ’s  B a t t l e

O R ,  L A D Y  B L A N C H E 'S  B I T T E R  
*  P U N I S H M E N T

C H A P T E R  V I I I .—  (C o n t ’ d ).

N e v e r  h ad  F lo r is  lo o k e d  m ore  
b e a u tifu l than  she d id  to -n ig h t  in  
th e  s im p le  w h ite  d re ss , w ith  its 
tr im m in g  o f  sw a n sd ow n  ; an d  b e fo r e  
th e y  had b een  in th e  ro o m  a  q u a r ­
te r  o f  an h ou r , L a d y  B e tty , m uch  
to  h er  d e lig h t , fo u n d  h e rse lf  su r­
ro u n d e d  by  fr ie n d s  an d  a c q u a in t ­
a n ces , a ll o f  them  “ d a n c in g  m e n ,”  
w ho b e g g e d  an  in tro d u c t io n  to  the 
p r o u d - lo o k in g  g ir l sea ted  so ca lm ­
ly  an d  q u ie t ly  b es id e  h er.

“ W h a t  c*id I  te l l  y o u , m y d e a r ? ”  
she w h isp ered . “ Y o u  h ave  c re a te d  
q u ite  a  sen sa tion  1 Is  y o u r  p r o ­
g ra m m e fu l l ? ”

“ N o t  q u it e ,”  sa id  F lo r is  fo r  she 
had  s c r ib b le d  som e  m a k e -b e lie v e  
nam es in som e o f  th e sp a ces .

“ M in e  iB I”  sa id  L a d y  B e tty , g lee - 
fu lly , f o r  the su ito rs  fo r  F lo r is ’  hand 
co u ld  n o t  d o  less th an  ask  her 
ch a p e ro n e  fo r  a  d a .ic e .

C H A P T E R  I X .

F lo r is  d a n ced  on e  o r  tw o  d a n ces  
w ith  s tra n g e rs , th en  B e r t ie  cam e 
uP-;

“ I  d id n ’ t  lik e  t o  seem  to o  p r e ss ­
in g , M iss C a rlis le !,”  he sa id , his 
b lu e  e y e s  f ix ed  on  h er  w istfu lly , 
“ b u t  I  h o p e  y o u  h av e  sa ved  m e a 
w a ltz .”

“ W o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  h ave th is 
o n e ? ”  sa id  F lo r is .

H is  h an d som e fa ee  bea m ed .
“ R e a lly ?  H o w  fo r tu n a te  I”  and  

he p u t his arm  a ro u n d  h er.
I f  th e re  w as on e  th in g  B e r t ie  d id  

b e tte r  than  a n o th e r  i t  w as w a ltz in g .
D a n c in g  w as w ith  h im , in d eed , 

th e  p o e tr y  o f  m otion .
F lo r is  an d  he w ere  n ice ly  m a tch ­

e d  an d  m ad e a sp len d id  p ic tu r e  o f  
y o u th  an d  com elin ess .

B y th e  tim e th ey  had  ta k en  a tu rn  
a ro u n d  th e  room , B e r t ie ’ s h eart 
w as b e a tin g  fa s t , and  th e b lo o d  
co u rs in g  th rou g h  th e  ve in s  w ith  the 
e c s ta t ic  d e lig h t  o f  h a v in g  h er in 
his arm s.

T h e  b a n d  seem ed  to  be  a  h ea v en ­
ly  c h o ir ;  he m o v e d  on  c lou d s  
th ro u g h  jo y o u s  s p a c e ;  he w as h a lf 
in to x ic a te d  w ith  passionate) lo v e  
an d  d e sp a ir fu l lo n g in g .

“ S h a ll we g o  o n ?  A m  I tir in g  
y o u ? ”  he ask ed  p r e se n tly , in an 
a lm ost trem u lou s  w h isp er.

“ O h, d o n ’ t s top , p le a s e !”  sa id  
F lo r is , a ll u n co n sc io u s  o f  th e  storm  
w ith in  his b rea st, o f  th e  m ad  lo n g ­
in g  th a t p ossessed  him  to  w h isp er :

“ I  lo v e  y o u  ! F lo r is , I  lov e  y o u  i”  
I “ H a v e  I  g o t  y o u r  s te p ? ”  he a sk ­
ed , fo r  th e  sake o f  sa y in g  som e­
th in g , fo r  he k n ew  th a t th ey  w ere  
m ov in g  in p e r fe c t  a c co rd , lik e  on e 
p e rso n  in stea d  o f  tw o .

“ P e r fe c t ly ,”  she sa id . “ H o w  can  
y o u  a sk ?  I t  is a  d e lic io u s  w a ltz . 
O n e  o f  W a ld te u fe l ’ s, isn ’ t  i t ? ”

“ Y es— I  d o n ’ t k n o w ,”  re p lied  
p o o r  B e rt ie , w o n d e r in g  h ow  she 
c o u ld  ta lk  thus ea sily  an d  ca re le s s ­
ly-

I t  cam e to  an en d  a t la st, a ll soon  
fo r  him , an d  he s to o d , as th e m u sic 
d ie d  aw a y , p a n tin g  a lit t le  an d  very  
p a lt . H e  w as th in k in g  h ow  he 
sh ou ld  b o  a b le  to  b e a r  see in g  h er 
d a n c in g  w ith  o th er  m en fo r  the rest 
o f  th e  ev en in g , a fte r  th e  few  d e lic i­
ou s  m om en ts  th a t had p assed . H e  
w o u ld  g o  aw ay, g o  h om e a n d  shut 
h im se lf up an d  th in k  o f  her.

F lo r is ’ v o ice  rou sed  him  fro m  his 
a b s tra c t io n .

“ W ill y ou  ta k e  m e to  th ose  p a lm s, 
L o r d  C li f fo r d e ? ”  she sa id . “ I  h ave  
been  lo n g in g  to  stan d  u n d ern ea th  
th em  all d a y . H o w  ca lm  and so li­
ta ry  th ey  lo o k  o u t th e re  in  the 
d im n ess . O ne ca n  a lm ost fan cy  
th a t  th ey  h av e  th e s ce n t o f  the 
d e s e r t  in th e ir  lea v es  s t i l l .”

B e r t ie  g o t  h er  c lo a k , and th ey  
m a d e  th e ir  w ay in to  th e  co n se r v a ­
to r y . T w o  o r  th ree  p e o p le  w ere 
sta n d in g  a b o u t , b u t B ertie  fou n d  a 
sea t in a q u ie t  n ook  u n d ern ea th  
th e p a lm s, a n ook  sh u t o u t  from  the 
gay  b a llro o m  b e y o n d , and  a lm ost 
h id d en  am id  th e h u ge  fro n d s  o f  a 
ro y a l fern .

“ T h is is d c lic io u s  !”  sa id  F lo r is , 
le a n in g  b ack  and  p u llin g  th e  leaves  
s o ft ly  a cro ss  her h ead . “ I f  I w ere 
rich , I w ou ld  h ave a v ery  la rg e  
c o n se r v a to r y , w ith n o th in g  b u t 
pa lm s an d  fe rn s  in  it , w ith ju s t  a 
tr ic k lin g  fou n ta in  o r  tw o , b u t no 
b ird s  to  d is tru b  th e so lem n  q u i e t ; 
an d  I  w ou ld  n o t  p e rm it any on e  to  
speak  a b o v e  a w h isp e r ,”  an d  she 
la u g h e d  s o ft ly .

B e r t ie  s to o d  b es id e  h er , h is b lue 
eyes  restin g  on  h e . d ow n ca st fa ce , 
w ith  a p a ss io n a te  lo n g in g  ach in g

in them .
“ I f  y o u  w ere  r ic h ,”  he sa id , 

s ca rce ly  a b o v e  th e  w 'h isper she had 
a lm o st com m a n d ed . “ P erh a p s  you  
w ill b e  som e d a y .”

She sh ook  h er h ead , sm ilin g .
“ I  d o n ’ t  k n ow  th a t I ca re  to  b e , ”  

she sa id , as if com m u n in g  w ith  h e r ­
se lf . “ R ich  p e o p le  seem  to  have 
a  g r e a t  d ea l o f  ca re  and  tr o u b le , 
a n d  a re  n o h a p p ie r  th an  p o o r  
p e o p le . I  su p p o se  S ir  E d w a rd  is 
v e ry  r ic h ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  sa id  B e tr ie . “ Im m en se ­
ly  s o !”

“ A n d  he w ork s  as h ard  as a  c ity  
c le rk , o r  h a rd e r , I  su p p ose , an d  is 
a lw a y s  t ir e d  an d  w o rr ie d  to  dea th . 
W h a t a p u zz le  life  i s ! ”  an d  she 
s igh ed .

H e  d rew  a lit t le  n e a r e r , the 
q u ie t  o f  th e p la ce , her sw e e t v o ice  
w ere  d r iv in g  him to  rashn ess.

“ T h ere  is on ly  on e  th in g  w orth  
h av in g  in l i f e , ”  h e said .

“ W h a t is th a t ? ”  she ask ed , l o o k ­
up w ith  a sm ile , w h ich  d ied  aw ay 
as she saw  th e  p a len ess  o f  his fa ce , 
an d  th e  lig h t  in h is eyes.

“ C an  y ou  n o t  g u e s s? ”  he sa id , 
h a lf fe a r fu lly , an d  y e t  w ith  in ten se  
ea rn estn ess . “ M iss C a r lis le , I 
k n ow  th a t y ou  w ill th in k  m e m ad. 
I  e x p e c t  th a t y o u  w ill be  o ffen d ed  
an d  a n g ry . B u t I  m u st sp eak , 
even  th ou g h  b y  sp ea k in g  I  a n g er 
y o u  p a st fo r g iv e n e s s .”

F lo r is  h a lf ro se , b u t  sank b a ck  
a g a in , an d  op e n e d  her lip s, as if 
a b o u t to  s top  him  ; she d id  p r o ­
n ou n ce  his n am e, b u t a lm ost in - 
a u d ib ly .

I t  is a s tra n g e , m y ster iou s  sen sa ­
tion  w hich  a g ir l e x p e r ie n ce s  the 
first tim e a m an te lls  h er th a t  he 
lov es  h er , and  th e  q u ie t , h u rried  
w ord s  h ad  th row n  a  sp e ll o v e r  her 
fo r  th e m om en t, ren d e r in g  her 
p o w e r le ss  to  m ove .

“ M iss C a r l is le !— F lo r is !— I  lo v e  
y o u ! ”  he sa id , b e n d in g  o v e r  h e r ;  
h is fa c e  w h ite , h is lip s  trem u lou s .

A  sw ift tid e  o f cr im son  flood ed  
F lo r is ’ fa c e  and n eck , th en  he, to o , 
tu rn e d  p a le .

“ Y es, I lo v e  y o u ,”  h e rep ea ted .
I don  t  d a r e  to  ask  y o u  if— if y ou  

lo v e  m e ! I k n ow  th a t it  is  n ot 
p o ss ib le . I  k n ow  th a t I  m u st seem  
lik e  a s tra n g e r  to  y o u . B u t th ou g h  
y o u  m ay h ave k n ow n  m e o n ly  a  few  
d a y s , I  seem  to  h ave k n ow n  and 
lo v e d  y ou  fo r  y e a rs . F lo r is , h ave 
p ity  on  m e ! I  lo v e  y ou  w ith  all
m y h eart and  sou l ”

“ N o , n o , L o r d  C lifford e - ”  she
fa lte re d , a t la st.

“ Y es , it  is tru e . I  k n ow  w'hat 
you  th in k . T h a t I  am  lig h t  and 
fr iv o lo u s — th a t— th a t— I  am  on ly  
on e  o f  th e b u tte r flie s  in th e  w o rld , 
o f  n o use o r  v a lu e ;  b u t , F lo r is , if  
y o u  w ill le t  m e lo v e  y o u , if  y o u  w ill 
lo v e  m e a lit t le  in  re tu rn  ; i f  you  
w ill on ly  try  to  lo v e  m e, I  w ill 
p r o v e  to  y ou  th a t  I  w ill b e  less u n ­
w o rth y  o f  y o u  ”

“ O h , h u s h !”  she sa id , tr e m b lin g , 
a g r e a t  w a ve  o f  te n d e rn e ss  and 
p ity  sw eep in g  o v e r  h er  h e a r t  fo r  
th e  h an d som e, t r u e -h e a r te d  b oy . 
“ D o n ’ t  say any m o re , L o r d  C lif ­
fo r d e . Y o u — y o u — m is ta k e ! I t  is 1 
w ho w ou ld  b e  u n w o rth y  o f  y o u .”  

“ F lo r i s ! ”  r e p ro a ch fu lly , p a s ­
s io n a te ly .

“ Y es , y e s !  W h o  am I  th a t you  
sh ou ld  so h u m ble  y o u r s e lf?  Oh, 
d o  n ot say any m ore  ! I  am  sorry  
— v e ry , v ery  sorry  1”

“ T h en — th en -------”  he fa lte re d ,
lo o k in g  d o w n  a t h er.

“ In d e e d  I am v ery  s o r r y ! ”  she 
r e p e a t e d ; “ b u t 1  d id  n o t k n ow , 
in d eed  I d id  n o t ! ”

“ N o , o r  you  w ou ld  h ave tre a te d  
m e co ld ly  and  k ep t m e a w a y !”  he 
sa id , s o r ro w fu lly .

T h en  w ith  a  w ild  h op e  th a t was 
a lm o st d e sp a ir , he to o k  her h an d  in 
his h ot on e and p ressed  it fie rce ly .

“ F lo r is , is it, m ust it b e  ‘ N o ’ ? 
W ill y o u  n ot g iv e  me som e litt le  
h o p e ?  I w ill be p a t ie n t ! I  w ill n ot 
p la g u e  ! Y ou  shall see how  p a tien t
I can  b e  ”

“ O h, h u sh ! h u s h !”  she said . 
“ D o  n o t say a n o th e r  w o rd , L ord  
C liffo rd e . ' I t  m u st b e  ‘ N o ’ ! I — I 
ca n n o t lov e  y o u . I am v ery , very  
g ra te fu l fo r  th e h o n o r  y o u  have 
d on e  m e, and I k n ow  now  g re a t  
an h o n o r  it  i s ! I  w ish— y es , I w ill 
say i t !— I w ish th a t  I c o u ld  have 
a n sw ered  d iffe re n t ly , b u t I  c a n ­
n o t .”

S h e  le t  h er h an d  re s t in  his w h ile  
she sp o k e  ,th en  she d rew  it gen tly  
aw ay.

H e  le t  it g o , s low ly , re lu cta n tly , 
and  his lip s p a r te d  w ith  a lon g

sigh , as i f  s o m e th in g  had ' gorn 
from  his l i f e ;  th en  w ith  a  b ra v t 
e ffo rt  he fo r c e d  a sm ile .

“ Y o u  h ave b een  v ery  g o o d  to  
m e, M iss  C a r lis le ,”  h e sa id , and 
his v o ic e  ra n g  w ith  pa in  th a t  t o r ­
tu red  h im . “ Y o u  h ave b een  m ore  
p a t ie n t  th an  I  d e se rv e . I  w’ill say 
G o o d -b y , ’ n o w .”

“ T h ere  sha ll b e  n o w o rd  o f 
g o o d n e s s ’ o r  ‘p a t ie n c e ’ betw een  

as, L o r d  C li f fo r d e ,”  she sa id , 
“ and  i f  we ca n n o t— if I  ca n n o t  be 
to y o u  a ll th a t y ou  w ish , a t lta s t  we 
^.an be fr ie n d s  s t i l l . ”

P o o r  B e r t ie  sm iled  an d  shook  
his h ead .

“ H o w  lit t le  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d !”  
he m u rm u red . “ I k n ow  w h a t you  
th ink , M iss C a rlis le . Y ou  have 
h eard , y o u  k n ow , th a t I  d o  n ot 
b ea r th e h ig h est ch a ra c te r  fo r  w is 
d om , and  y o u  th in k  th a t  b ecau se  
my p a st has been  fr iv o lo u s  and 
foo lish , th a t I  shall g e t  o v e r  th is 
and fo r g e t  it . ' A h , y o u  d o  n o t 
u n d ersta n d  h ow  d e e p ly  I  lo v e  y ou  ! 
A ll m y life  w ill be  ch a n g e d  from  
this h o u r .”

“ O h, L o r d  C l i f f o r d e !”
“ Y es , F lo r is ;  I  sha ll n o t  get 

ov e r  th is  so e a s i ly ; I  sha ll n o t  try  
to  fo r g e t  it. I f  I  ca n n o t h ave  y o u r  
love , I can  at lea st e n d e a v o r  to  
be less u n w o rth y  o f  it . Y o u  ask 
m e to  rem ain  y o u r  fr ie n d  ! F lo r is , 
all m y life  I sha ll th in k  te n d e r ly  
of y ou , and  o f  m y se lf as y o u r  lo v - 
^r. D o  y o u  th in k  I c o u ld  b e a r  to  
see y o u  day  a fte r  d a y , k n ow in g  
that th ere  can  be n o h op e  fo r  m e ; 
th at I c o u ld  e n d u re  to  m eet you  
as an o rd in a ry  fr ie n d  w hen  a ll the 
tim e m y h ea rt w as b u rn in g  in the 
d es ire  to  m ak e y ou  m y w ife  ! N o  !
I m u st g o  aw a y . G o o d -b y  Som e 
day— w ho k n ow s— I m ay be  a b le  to  
m eet y o u  w ith o u t th e  p a n g  o f  m is­
ery  and  d isa p p o in tm e n t  w hich  I 
feel n ow . G o o d -b y .”

H is  v o ice , th e boy ish  v o ic e  w hich 
o n ly  th is  m o rn in g  h ad  ra n g  ou t 
m e rr ily , th e  m u sica l v o ic e  w hich  
to F lo r is ’ ea rs  had ahvays so m e ­
th in g  o f  la u g h te r  in it, w as very  
g ra v e  and  sad , and  his eyes  r e s t ­
ing on  h er  fa ce  w ere  fu ll o f  a  g re a t  
le sp a ir .

She p u t  o u t  h er han d in s ilen ce , 
fe e lin g  th a t any w ord  from  her 
w ou ld  be w orse  th an  u seless.

H e  to o k  h er hand, h e ld  it  fo r  a 
m om en t, th en  ra ised  it  to w a rd  his 
lips.

“ M ay I ! ”  he ask ed , s im p ly , to o  
n o b le  and  ch iv a lro u s  to  snatch  a 
kiss by  stea lth .

She did  n o t speaK, b u t h er eyes, 
in w hich  th e te a rs  w ere  stan d in g , 
an sw ered  fo r  h er.

P o o r  B e r t ie  k issed  h er  hand 
tw ice , th en  tu rn e d  and  h u rried  
aw ay.

* * * * *
F lo r is  sa t u n d er  th e  s ta te ly  pa lm s 

sad and  tr o u b le d .
N o  g ir l w ho is  w o rth  a n y th in g  

re fu ses  an o ffe r  fro m  an h o n o ra b le  
m an w ith ou t b e in g  sad  and  s o r r o w ­
fu l, e s p e c ia lly  if  she re a lly  lik es  
the m an , and  on ly  ju s t  s top s  sh ort 
of lo v in g  him , an d  F lo r is  rea lly  d id  
like  B ertie .

H is m erry , boy ish  la u g h , his 
fra n k  b ro th e r ly  w ay had been  very  
p le a sa n t to  h e r ; she o n ly  ju s t  d is ­
co v e r e d  h ow  p le a sa n t n ow  th a t she 
had lo s t  th em — p erh a p s  fo r e v e r .

A n o th e r  g ir l m igh t a lso  h ave  re ­
m em b ered  and  re g re t te d  th a t  she. 
had re fu sed  a  v is c o u n t ; b u t F lo r is  
ga ve  no th o u g h t to  B e r t ie ’ s rank .

I t  w as o f  h im se lf she th ou g h t, 
as she sa t w ith  d o w n ca s t  fa c e , and 
han ds lis tle ss ly  in her lap .

W h y  had  she sen t h im  a w a y ?  
W h y  had she n o t  tr ie d  to  lo v e  him  ? 
A t any ra te , w hy h ad  she n o t  a sk ­
ed fo r  tim e ?

She ask ed  h erse lf th ese  q u e s ­
tion s , and  d id  n o t  d a re  to  a n sw er 
them .

T h ere  a re  tim es w hen  w e shrink 
from  ex a m in in g  ou r  ow n  h earts , 
lest w e sh ou ld  d is c o v e r  th e  tru th , 
and F lo r is  shran k  rrom  ex a m in in g  
h ers, le s t  she sh ou ld  find an  a n ­
sw er th e re  w hich  w ou ld  fill her 
w ith  sham e and co n fu s io n .

W ith  a sigh  she rose , th en  sud 
d e n ly  rem em b erin g  th a t  she was 
a lon e , and th a t  she co u ld  n o t very  
w ell e n ter  th e  b a ll room  u n a tten d  
ed , she resu m ed  h er sea t, q u ite  
co n te n te d  to  rem ain  in  th e  qu iet 
an d  c o o l  fo r  a tim e.

P r e se n t ly  th e  b a n d , w hich  had 
been  p la y in g  a sq u a re  d a n ce , c e a s ­
ed , and  th e  co u p le s  b eg a n  to  find 
th e ir  w ay in to  th e  co n se r v a to ry .

U n w illin g  to  b e  d is co v e re d , F loris  
rose  and re tre a te d  still fu r th e r  in ­
to  the dim  reg ion  o f  p a lm s and 
fe rn s , and fo u n d  a n o th e r  sea t still 
m ore  sec lu d ed  than  th e  la st. It 
w as so fa r  rem ov ed  fro m  the b a ll­
room , th a t b u t  fo r  th e soun d of 
v o ices , and re fle ctio n  o f  the lights, 
cn  th e fo u n ta in s , she m igh t have 
fa n c ie d  h e rse lf  in  th e  recesses  o f 
som e tr o p ic a l fo re s t .

W h ile  she w as s itt in g  th ere , a 
g a rd e n e r  p a ssed  b y , an d  h a lf s ta r t ­
le d  b y  th e  a p p a r it io n  o f  a b e a u tifu l 
lad y  in a w hite  d ress , to u ch e d  his 
h a t re sp e ct fu lly  and a p o lo g e tica lly , 
and  tu rn e d  off th rou gh  a d o o r  p a r t ­
ly  co n ce a le d  by c re e p in g  p lan ts.

F lo r is  w as ju s t  th in k in g  th a t  i 
he ch o se  she m ig h t rem ain  uudis 

covered  t i l l  th e  b a ll b ro k e  up 
when she h eard  th e  ru stle  o f  a. vio 
n a n ’ s d r e ss , and  a m a n ’ s voice  
>lose b eh in d  h er .

A t  th e  sou n d  o f  th e  v o ic e  F loris  
started . A lth o u g h  it  h ad  o n ly  u t­
tered  on e  w o rd  she re co g n iz e d  it.

I t  w as L o r d  N o rm a n ’ s ! She lo o k  
3d a ro u n d  a n x io u s ly , an d  saw. 
th rou gh  th e  fe rn  lea v es , L o r d  N o r  
nan  and L a d y  B la n ch e  saun terin p  
low n  th e  n a rro w  p a th .

L a d y  B la n ch e  w as m agn ificen tly  
Iressed  in  an In d ia n  silk  o f  the 
th in n est fiber, and  o f  th e p a lest 
pink.

I t  w as s tu d d e d  w ith  pearir, in 
the o r ie n ta l fa sh ion , and  fitted  hei 
to p e r fe c t io n . N e s tlin g  in  her 
jo ld e n  h a ir  w ere  flow ere ts  o f  d ia  
m ands, th a t sp a rk le d  and  g leam s'.! 
:ik e  fireflies  in the fitfu l ligh t.

T h e beavitifu l fa ce , u su a lly  sr 
co ld  and  im p a ssive , w ore  a fa in t , 
s o ft  sm ile , th a t p la y e d  a b o u t  th e 
p e r fe c t  lip s  and  shon e in  th e  v e l­
vety ey es .

A s th e y  a p p ro a ch e d , F lo r is  saw 
that she had c la sp e d  L o r d  N o r ­
m a n 's  a rm , on  w hich  she lean ed  
with h er o th e r  h an d , and  that her 
face  w as tu rn e d  up to  his w ith  a 
h ap py , ch ild lik e  sm ile .

T h en  F lo r is  lo o k e d  at him . S u r e ­
ly th e re  w ou ld  be  an a n sw erin g  
sm ile on  his fa c e ?  N o  m an cou ld  
resist th e  e n tr e a ty  in th ose  d a rk , 
v e lv e ty  eyes !

B u t th e re  w as n o  re sp on s iv e  h a p ­
p in ess on  his f a c e ;  g ra v e , a lm ost 
jr im , it  seem ed  b y  c o n tr a s t  w ith 
hers, and  F lo r is  saw  th a t ,th ou gh  
he w a s  p r e su m a b ly  lis te n in g , to  

her, h is a tte n t io n  w as stra y in g , 
and th a t he w as th in k in g  o f  som e­
th in g  else than  th e  b e a u tifu l w om an 
o lin g in g  so lo v in g ly , so a p p e a l­
in g ly , to  his arm .

“ I  am so g la d  y o u  h ave com e. 
B ru ce ,!”  F lo r is  h ea rd  h er  m u r ­
m ur. “ Y ou  said  y ou  d id  n o t  in ­
ten d  to , and I  w as lo o k in g  f o r ­
w ard  to  a b la n k  e v e n in g ."

“ I  ch a n g ed  m y m in d ,”  he sa id , 
if n o t  c o ld ly , ca re less ly .

“ T h a t is a w o m a n ’ s p r iv ile g e , 
and on e  th e y  d o  n o t  e x te n d  to  
m en, B r u c e ,”  she . e to r te d , w ith  a 
sm ile  th a t seem ed  s ig n ifican t l to 
b 'loris.

“ O h, m en  h av e  a ll y o u r  w e a k ­
nesses as w e ll as th e ir  ow n , 
B la n ch e ,”  he said.

F lo r is  lo o k e d  a ro u n d  fo r  som< 
m eans o f e sca p e .

T o  be  fo u n d  b y  th em , p la y in g  
as it  w ou ld  seem , a t e a v e s d r o p p in g  1 
T he id e a  w as t e r r ib l e ! B u t there 
was n o  e x it  save b y  a narrow  
path  in  w hich  th ey  s to o d , and  hop  
ing th a t th e y  w ou ld  tu rn  b a ck  
F lo r is  d rew  s t ill  c lo s e r  in to  h ar 
lea fy  sh e lte r  and tr ie d  n o t  to  Hr- 
t-en.

“ S h a ll w e sit d o w n , B r u c e ? ”  a sk ­
ed L a d y  B la n ch e . F lo r is ’ h ear !
q u a k ed .

“ I f  y o u  l ik e ,”  he assen ted . 
“ B u t h a d n ’ t w e b e tte r  g o  b a ck  and 
dan ce  th is  w a ltz ?  Y o u  w o n ’ t ca re  
a b ou t m issin g  it, y o u  k n o w .”

“ I  d o n ’ t m ind  in  th e  le a s t ,”  she 
said . “ I f  y ou  w ou ld  ra th e r  sit it 
ou t, le t  us d o  so . W e  can  find a 
seat. ’ ’

“ T h e  o n ly  le g it im a te  e x cu se  fo r  
a. b a ll is d a n c in g ,”  he sa id . “ W e 
will g o  b a c k .”

F lo r is  d rew  a b rea th  o f  re lie t . 
“ W a it  a m om en t o r  tw o , B r u c e ,”  

said L a d y  B la n ch e . “ I  h ave so m e ­
th ing to  te ll y o u .”

“ Y e s ,”  he sa id , w ith  a p o l i t e ­
ness th a t  w as w o rse  th an  the m ost 
p o in te d  in d iffe re n ce , and  he lo o k  
ed  d ow n  a t h er p a t ie n t ly .

L a d y  B la n ch e  h un g h er h ead  an ' 
p u lled  a t th e p e a r ls  on h er fan .

“ I d o n ’ t k n ow  how  to  te ll y o u , 
B r u c e ! A n d  y e t  1 m u st. You 
seem  th e on ly  fr ien d , th e o n ly  on e 
on e  to  w hom  I can  com e when i 
am in  t r o u b le . I t  seem s so n a tu ra l 
to th in k  o f  y o u  as a fr ie n d  an d  a d ­
v iser, B r u c e ! ”  an d  she g la n ce d  up 
at him , w ith  a so ft , lin g e r in g  sigh .

(T o  b e  co n t in u e d .)

Abouf the Farm !

B R E E D  Y O U R  D A I R Y  S T O C K .
T h e  fa rm er  w h o  o v e r lo o k s  th e 

p oss ib ilit ie s  o f b re e d in g  d a iry  stock  
is lo s in g  o n e  o f his b es t ch a n ces  to  
m ake m on ey . T h e bu ll sh ou ld  be 
k ep t fo r  som eth in g  b es id es  k e e p  \ 
ing th e co w s  in m ilk .

In  b u y in g  a d a iry  co w —-ju st a 
general p u rp o se  m ilk  cow  a t a 
p r iv a te  o r  p u b lic  sa le — y o u  may 
buy a b o r t io n , tu b e rcu lo s is  o r  bad 
aab its . O f co u se  th is  d oes  n o t  a p ­
ply to  th e  b re e d e r s  w ho ra ise  stock  
for  b re e d in g  p u rp o se s , T h a t ’ s 
bheir b u sin ess an d  th ey  m u st m ake 
;o o d .  B u t w hen  a g e n e ra l p u rp o se  
da irym an  w ants to  se ll, y ou  may 
be sure th e re  is som e rea son  fo r  it.

F ir s t  o f a ll y o u  m ust h ave a  g o o d  
bu ll. N o t  sim p ly  an o rd in a ry  g o o d  
on e , b u t an an im al th a t w ill im ­
p r o v e  y o u r  s to ck  d e c id e d ly , a b u ll 
th a t y o u  w ill h ave  to  p a y  a g o o d  
rou n d  figu re  fo r . I f  y o u  a re  n o t  in  
shape to  p u t  up th e c o s t  y o u r s e lf , 
g e t  y o u r  n e ig h b o r  to  jo in  w ith  y ou . 
T h e bu ll w ill m ore  th a n  pay fo i  
h im se lf i f  u sed  e q u ita b ly .
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A  h og  is h a lf  m a d e  w hen  p a st 
he w ea n in g  p e r io d  w ith o u t a  s tu n t 
r  k in k  in  its g ro w th . E v e ry  ch e ck  
>r h a lt in  p r o sp e r ity  th ro u g h  its  
irs t tw o  m on th s is m ore  e x p e n s iv e  
;ha t a t any la te r  p e r io d . T o o  m u cn  
*ich, fev er ish  m ilk  o f  th e  dam , 
;ausing th u m ps o r  o th e r  a ilm en t, 
n ay le a v e  h a rm fu l resu lts , p erh a p s  
is  m u ch  so as s ca n t fe e d in g  o r  o th e r  
le g le c t  o f  th e  sow . M o r e  in ju ry  
n a y  be d on e  to  a p ig ’ s grow 'th  in  
<wo o r  th re e  d a ys  than  can  be re ­
pa ired  in  a  m on th , even  if he is 
n a d e  th e su b je c t o f  sp ec ia l ca re , 
v h ich , w h ere  m an y a re  ra ised , is ; 
lo t  th e  ru le , n or  ea sily  p r a c tica b le . 
‘ G o o d  lu c k ”  w ith  p ig s  ca lls  fo r !  

it te n t io n , and th at, n o t o cca s io n a l, 
'n it  f r e q u e n t  an d  re g u la r .

F rom  the first w eek  a fte r  fa r ro w - 
■ng u ntil w ea n in g  tim e  th e  s o w ' 
v ill be lit t le  e lse  th an  a  m ilk  m a ­
r i n e ,  and  to  be a  h ig h -p o w e r  m a­
chine in p e r fe c t  o p e r a t io n  she m u st 
Have p r o p e r  ca re .

N o th in g  e ls e  is ao w ell c a lcu la te d  
;0 m ak e p ig s  g ro w  as a  b o u n tifu l 
su p p ly  o f  w h o lesom e  s o w ’ s m ilk , 
ind th e  p ig s  th a t  h ave  p le n ty  o f  
>ther feed  w ith  th e m ilk  o f  a wre l l -  
s lop p ed  sow  fo r  e ig h t  w eeks w ill 
o rd in a r ily  h ave m uch  th e  s ta r t  of. 
those w ea n ed  a t five o r  $ix w e e k s , 
ao m a tter  how' m u ch  fo o d  an d  a t­
ten tion  th e e a r lie r  w ea n ed  pig® 
n a y  h ave had .

A t  e ig h t o r  n in e  w eek s o ld  m o s t  
p igs a re , o r  ra th er , sh ou ld  be, fit  
to ta k e  aw ay  fro m  th e  s o w ; som e 
litters  a re  in d iv id u a lly  o ld e r  at> 
seven  w eek s  th a n  o th e r s  a t  ten , 
and b e tte r  fitted  fo r  w ea n in g . 
S om etim es it  is n ecessa ry  to  wrean  
vhen v ie  p ig s  a re  five o r  s ix  w eeks 
->ld, and  in o th e r  ca ses  i t  m ay be 
id v isa b le  to  w 'ait u n til th e  p ig s  a r e  
ten w eek s o r  ev en  o ld e r . B re e d e rs  
v h o  w ean  a t  earl,y ages  g e n e ra lly  
lo so in  o r d e r  to  m o re  p ro fita b ly  
•aise tw o  lit te rs  a y e a r .

P r o v id e d  w ith , and  ta u g h t to  e a t , 
su itable fe e d  som e w eek s b e fo r e -  
la n d  p ig s  a re  n o t  n o t ice a b ly  ch e ck ­
'd  in th e ir  g ro w th  o y  w ea n in g , b u t  

-ose  th a t  h ave  b een  d e p e n d e n t 
n a in ly  u p on  th e  m o th e r ’ s m ilk , 
d ie n  a b ru p tly  ta k en  aw ay  fro m  it ,  
'r e q u e n tly  seem  to  h ave  th eir  
grow th  p a r t ia lly  su sp en d ed  fo r  
■voeks. M an y  b re e d e r s  su ccess fu lly  
e t  th e sow  w ean  h er p ig s , as she 
vill in t im e , and  th e  ch a n g e  is  so 
grad ual th a t  n o p a u se  in g ro w th  
n d ica tes  w hen  th e m ilk  d ie t  cea sed .

m od ified  a p p lica tio n  o f  th is , in 
vhich th e  p ig s  a re  se p a ra te d  fro m  
he sow  a t an age  su itin g  th e ir  
e ed in g  an d  th e co n v e n ie n ce  o f  th e  
>reeder, w ill n o t  in fre q u e n t ly  be; 
‘ou n d  a d v isa b le , b u t  b y  n o m ean s 
ihou ld  th e  p ig s  be a llo w e d  to  re  
nain  w ith  a  sow  u n til she is v ir tu -  
i.l 1 y  d e v o u re d  by  th em , as is som e- 
im es d on e .

I t  is n o t a g o o d  p la n  to  tak e  all 
;h e  p ig s  fro m  th e  sow , u n less  on e  
>r tw o  o f  th em  can  b e  tu rn e d  w ith  
h er  som e h ou rs  a fte r , to  d raw  th e  
m ilk  she w ill h ave  a t th a t tiipe , 
in d  a g a in , say a fte r  a  la p se  o f  24 
h ou rs . T h o  p r e fe r r e d  w ay  is to  
leave  a b o u t tw o  o f th e sm a lles t w ith  
her fo r  se v e ra l d a y s , and  a fte r  th a t  
lea v e  o n ly  on e  fo r  tw o  o r  th ree  
days m o re , by  w hich  tim e  th e  flow  
o f m ilk  w ill h ave  so g ra d u a lly  d i ­
m in ish ed  th a t n o in ju ry  to  th e  sow  
will re su lt  by  k eep in g  th em  e n tire ly  
aw ay fro m  h er. T h is e x t r a  su p p ly  
of m ilk  h e lp s  a lso  to  push  th e sm a ll­
er p ig s  a lo n g  in  g ro w th  an d  p u t 
them  m ore  n ea r ly  on  an  e q u a lity  in 
size w ith  th e ir  th r ift ie r  m ates.

V A L U E  O F  M A N U R E S .

C om p a red  w ith  w e ll-ro tte d  b arn  
m an u re , th ere  a re  48.60 lbs. o f  p h o s ­
p h o r ic  a c id  in hen m a n u r e ; 41 lbs. 
o f p o ta sh  to  ten  in b a rn y a r d  m a n ­
u r e ;  and  67 lb s . o f  n itro g e n  to  
e leven  in  b a rn y a rd  m a n u re . T h e  
an a ly sis  is b a sed  o n  a to n  o f  hen 
an d  b a rn y a rd  m an u res.

I t  p a ys  th en  to  ta k e  ca re  o f th e 
hen m a n u re . G iv e  th em  a  c o m ­
fo r ta b le  h ouse  and m a k e  them  -live 
in it . D o n ’ t le t  them  r o o s t  a ll o v e r  
th e b u ild in g s  and  m a ch in ery .

S H E  C A N ’T  B E  B O T H .
I t ’ s n o t  p o ss ib le  fo r  a co w  to  be  

a re m a rk a b le  su ccess  a lo n g  tw o  
lin es  a t the sam e tim e . S h e  c a n ’ t  
m ake m ilk  an d  m ea t fro m  th e  sam e 
fe e d . I t ’ s an im p o ss ib ility .

“ W e ll , w hy d o n ’ t y o u  say  y ou  
wish y ou  w ere  a. m a n ? ”  a sk ed  M r. 
Potts| d u r in g  th e  lit t le  d iscu ss io n  
he w as h a v in g  w ith  his sp ou se  
a b o u t  som e m a tte rs  o f  d o m e stic  
m a n a gem en t. “ B eca u se  I  d o n ’ t 
w ish  a n y th in g  o f  the s o r t , ”  she re ­
to r te d . “ I  o n ly  w ish  y ou  w ere  
o n e . "


