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O R , L A D Y  B L A B t € I I E ’S  B I T T E R  
P U N I S H M E N T

C H A P T E R  V I I .— (C o n t ’ d ).

" B r u c e ! ”  a lm ost sh r iek ed  L a d y  
B e tty . “ A t  la s t !  N ow , r e a lly , y ou  
o u g h t  to  h av e  b e e n  h ere  an h ou r  
a g o  I”

“ A  th o u sa n d  p a r d o n s !”  h e sa id , 
in  his q u ie t  w a y . “ I  h av e  been  
d e ta in e d  b y  a m e e t in g  o f  th e  co m 
m itte e  o f  th e  J o c k e y  C lu b . S o ld  all 
y o u r  ru b b ish — I  b e g  p a r d o n — u se fu l 
a r t ic le s ?  W h e re  is  M iss C a r lis le ? ”  
a n d  h is d a rk  eyes  ro v e d  a ro u n d  th e 
s ta ll.

“ I n s id e ,”  sa id  L a d y  B e tty . 
“ N o w , B ru ce , w hat a re  y o u  g o in g  
t o  b u y ? ”

H e  s ca r c e ly  seem ed  to  h ea r  h er .
‘ ‘A n y th in g . A n  a n tim a ca ssa r , p a ir  

o f  s lip p e rs— ah, B e r t ie  I”  w ith  a 
n o d . “ G la d  to  see  y o u  a t  th e g o o d  
w o rk  !”  T h en , as B e r t ie  m ad e room  
f o r  h im , he b e n t  his h ead  an d  p assed  
th e  n a r ro w  d o o r w a y . “ G o o d -m o r n -  
in , M iss C a r lis le ,”  h e  sa id .

F lo r is  b o w e d  ; she w as b u sy  g iv in g  
ch a n g e  a t th e  m om en t, a n d  d id  n o t 
lo o k  u p , so th a t  he d id  n o t  see th e 
su d d en  flush w hich  sw e p t o v e r  h er 
b e a u t ifu l fa ce .

B e r t ie  f id g e te d  a n d  lo o k e d  
a ro u n d .

“ I ’ ll  g o  an d  see to  m y s h o w ,”  he 
sa id , an d  d isa p p e a re d .

“ I  h op e  y ou  a re  ta k in g  in a  g r e a t  
d e a l o f m o n e y , M iss C a r lis le , ”  sa id  
L o r d  N orm a n .

“ Y es, I  th in k  w e  a r e ,”  a n sw ered  
F lo r is , still a v o id in g  his g a ze .

“ F lo r is ,”  sa id  L a d y  B e tty , c h e e r 
fu lly , “ lo o k  him  o u t som e p r e tty , 
u se fu l th in g s .”

“ S u ch  as d o lls  an d  te a -co s ie s , 
M iss  C a r lis le , p le a se — ”

H e  w en t in sid e , an d  F lo r is  tu rn e d  
o v e r  th e  th in g s , la u g h in g  th e  w h ile .

F o r  a ll his d e c la r a t io n  o f  in d iffe r 
e n ce , he w as a lo n g  w h ile  m ak in g  
h is s e le c t io n , an d  his d a rk  ey es  w ere  
m ore  o fte n  fixed  on  th e  lo v e ly  fa ce  
b es id e  h im  th a n  u p on  th e  fa n cy  
a r tic le s .

“ W h a t w ill y o u  djo w ith  a ll 
th e s e ? ”  ask ed  F lo r is .

“ H e a v e n  o n ly  k n o w s !”  he re s 
p o n d e d . “ B u t  I  am  n o t  c le a n e d  
o u t y e t . Is  th e re  a n y th in g  h ere 
th a t y ou  h ave  w o rk e d  o r  m ad e y o u r 
s e l f ? ”

“ N o ,”  sa id  F lo r is  ; “ L a d y  P e n d le 
to n  b o u g h t  th em  a l l . ”

H e  g la n ce d  a t  a red  rose  ly in g  
on  th e sn ow -w h ite  k e rch ie f  a cross  
her b osom .

“ T h e re  is o n ly  on e  th in g  I  see 
here th a t I  r e a lly  car©  f o r , ”  he 
said, th o u g h t fu lly .

“ Is  th e r e ?  W h a t is i t ? ”  a ske 1 
F lor is , in n o ce n tly  lo o k in g  o v e r  the 
h eap . “ I  th o u g h t I  had  show n  y ou  
everything*. Is  it  th a t  w rit in g - 
case ?”

“ N o , b u t  I ’ ll ta k e  th a t. N o , it  
Isn’ t th a t , M iss C a r l is le ;  w ill y o u  
Jell m e th a t  rose  y o u  w e a r  ?”  he 
asked, re s p e c t fu lly , a lm o st re v e r 
en tia lly .

F lo r is  c r im so n e d  fo r  a  m om en t, 
and h er e y e s  d r o o p e d ; th e n  th o  
co ld  h a u teu r , w h ich , a las  ! ca m e  so 
easily t o  h er, o v e rs p re a d  h er  b e a u t i
ful fa ce .

“ I t  is  n o t  f o r  sa le , m y lo r d .”
“ F o r g iv e  m e ,”  he m u rm u red , 

e n ite n tly . “ Y ou  a re  r ig h t. I t  is 
e y o n d  p r ic e — in m y e y e s , a t  lea st.
O b e y in g  a su d d en , u n c o n tr o lla b le  

Im pulse, she sn a tch ed  th e rose  fro m  
her b osom  an d  flun g  i t  t o  th e 
ground .

H e  s to o p e d  an d  p ick e d  it  u p , an d  
beld it  o u t  t o  h er, w ith  a  lo o k  on  
his fa ce  th a t  th r ille d  h er.

“ H as  it  b e co m e  so h a te fu l t o  y o u  
because  I  c o v e te d  i t ? ”  h e sa id , 
ja d ly . “ P le a se  p u t  it  b a ck  to  show  
me th a t  I  h ave  n o t  s in n ed  b e y o n d  
fo rg iv en ess . I  p ro m ise  n o t  t o  o f 
fend  a g a in .”

She to o k  th e  ro s e , h es ita ted  a  m o 
m ent, th en , in ste a d  o f  r e p la c in g  it 
in th e  k e rch ie f, la id  it  d ow n  on  th e 
ta b le .

“ S om e on e  e lse  m ig h t c o v e t  i t , ”  
she sa id , s im p ly .

H e  bow ed ^ h is  h ead , la id  a sm all 
p ile  o f  g o ld  n e s id e  th e  flow er, th en , 
w ith o u t a  w o rd , ra ised  h is h a t and  
w e n t ou t.

F lo r is  s to o d  fo r  a m om en t m o t io n 
less , h er c o lo r  co m in g  and  g o in g , 
h er h e a r t  b e a tin g  fa s t ar.d fu r io u s ly , 
th en  she to o k  up th e  rose  and  th ru st 
i t  g e n tly  in sid e  th e  b o so m  o f  h er 
d ress .

L o r d  N o rm a n  s tro d e  d ow n  the 
a v e n u e  b e tw een  th e  row s  o f  shop s as 
i f  he w e re  m a k in g  fo r  th e d o o r ;  
b u t  as he ca m e o p p o s ite  th e flow er- 
s ta ll k e p t  b y  L a d y  B la n ch e , she 
ca m e  o u ts id e  and  ca lle d  him .

H e  s to p p e d  an d  w en t u p  to  h er , 
his fa c e  s t ill d a rk  an d  g lo o m y .

“ W h a t w ill y o u  h av e , s i r ? ”  she 
a sk ed , m im ick in g  th e  to n e  o f  an 
o r d in a r y  sh op w om a n . “ L ilie s  a re  
v e ry  fa sh io n a b le  ju s t  n o w .”

“ A n y th in g  y o u  lik e . W h a t  f o o l 
e ry  i t  i s ! ”

“ I s n ’ t  i t ?  B u t  i t  d o e s  g o o d , I  
su p p o se . L a d y  G le n lo o n a  says th a t  
w e sh a ll c le a r  fo u r  o r  five th o u sa n d  
p o u n d s . S h a ll I  m a k e  y o u  a b o u 
q u e t ? ”  -

“ G r e a t  h ea v en s , n o !  W h a t 
sh ou ld  I  d o  w ith  it  ? H e re , B la n ch o , 
I ’ ll g iv e  y ou  five p o u n d s  if  y o u ’ ll 
le t  m© o ff w ith  a s in g le  f lo w e r .”  

“ V e ry  w e ll ,”  she s a id ;  “ b u t d o n ’ t 
th in k  y o u  a re  o v e r  l ib e r a l, B ru ce . 
A  g en tlem a n  ju s t  o ffe re d  m e a ten - 
p o u n d  n o te  fo r  th e ca m e llia  in  m y 
h a ir . A  s in g le  f l o w e r ! B ru ce , 
w h a t d o  y o u  say  if I  g iv e  y o u  m y 
c a m e ll ia ? ”  and  she lo o k e d  up a t h im  
w ith  in fin ite  te n d e rn e ss  in  h er  so ft , 
b ro w n  ey es .

“ B e tte r  k eep  it  fo r  som e m illio n 
a ire  w h o  w ill b id  a. th ou sa n d  o r  
tw o , B la n c h e ,”  he r e p lie d , c a r e 
less ly .

“ N o , ”  she sa id , s lo w ly . “ Y ou  
sha ll h ave  it , B ru ce , an d  fo r  y o u r  
p a ltr y  five p o u n d s . T h e re  it  is. 
L e t  m e fasten  it  in y o u r  c o a t— d o 
y o u  k on w  th a t th a t m akes it  w orth  
a t le a s t  tw e n ty ?  T h e r e ,”  a n d  she 
p u t  it  th ro u g h  h is b u tto n h o le .

H e  la id  a  f iv e -p o u n d  n o te  on  th e 
s ta ll.

“ B r u c e ” — v e ry  so ft ly  an d  w in - 
n in g ly — “ y o u  m u st w ea r m y flow er 
a t th e  b a ll h ere  to -n ig h t .”

“ I d o n ’ t  k n ow  th a t I ’ m  c o m in g .”  
“ T h a t is n on sen se . E v e ry b o d y  

is com in g . Y o u  w ill w e a r  it , 
B r u c e ? ”

H e  n o d d e d .
“ I f  1 co m e , B la n c h e ,”  h e sa id , 

and  as h e  s tro d e  on , L a d y  B la n ch e  
sh ot a  g la n ce  o f  tr iu m p h  to w a rd  
L a d y  P e n d le to n ’ s ch a le t.

C H A P T E R  V I I I .

T h e  fa ir  w as o v e r ; th e  am a teu r 
sh op w om en  had  r o lle d  h om e in th e ir  
ca r r ia g e s , th e  s e c re ta r y  o f  th e  S o 
c ie ty  'fo r  th e  Im p ro v e m e n t o f  the 
S ou th  S e a  Is la n d e rs  h ad  c o lle c te d  
th e  m on ey , som e th ou sa n d s  a ll to ld  
— g o o d n e ss  o n ly  k n ow s, an d  on  on e 
v e ry  m uch  ca re d , h ow  m u ch  o f  it  
re a ch e d  th e  S ou th  S e a  Is la n d e rs—  
and an a rm y  o f  ca rp e n te rs  w as a t 
w o rk  c le a r in g  a w a y  th e  ch a tle ts  to  
m a k e  ro o m  fo r  th e b a ll.

B e rt ie , v ery  t ir e d , and  ra th e r  
h oa rse  fro m  sh ou tin g  “ W a lk e d  u p  ! ”  
o u ts id e  his sh ow , and  s in g in g  in 
s ide  it , h ad  g o n e  o ff to  h is c lu b  to  
d ress  an d  g e t  som e d in n e r , an d  L ad y  
P e n d le to n  w as ly in g  d ow n , b u t fa r  
t o o  e x c ite d  to  sleep .

“ A  tr e m e n d o u s  su ccess , my 
d e a r ! ”  she sa id  to  F lo r is , w h o  w as 
h e lp in g  J o s in e  to  p u t  a w a y  th e 
S w iss m a sq u e ra d e  d resses .

“ E n o r m o u s ! B u t w h a t fe a r fu lly  
h a rd  w o rk . I  am  v e ry  g la d  I  d o n ’ t 
k eep  a sh op . I  u sed  to  th in k  it 
m u st b e  q u ite  p le a sa n t to  s e rv e  in 
o n e  o f  th e la rg e  l in e n -d r a p e r ’ s 
p la ce s , b u t  I ’ v e  ch a n g e d  m y m ind 
n ow . A n d  y o u  m u st be  t ir e d , t o o  
I  w ish  y o u ’ d g o  and  lie  d ow n  fo r  *  
l it t le  w h ile .”

“ I  am  n o t  t ir e d , sa id  F lo r is , “ an 1 
I  w ou ld  lik e  to  stay  an d  help  
J o s in e .”

“ T h ere  is n o  o cca s io n  fo r  m a d e 
m o ise lle  to  t r o u b le ,”  sa id  th e  g ir l 
sm ooth ly . “ M a d e m o ise lle  look s  
q u ite  h a g g a rd  w itn  w ea rin ess  and  
e n n u i,”  g la n c in g  a t F lo r is ’ fa c e , 
fresh  as a flo w e r  an d  as lit t le  h a g 
g a rd  as a c h ild ’ s.

“ M y lo o k s  d o  m e an  in ju st ice , 
J o s in e ,”  F lo r is  sa id , p le a s a n t ly ; she 
w as a lw a y s  p le a sa n t w ith  th e  g ir l , 
th o u g h  she had  a su sp ic ion  th a t 
J o s in e  d is lik e d  h er ,

“ I  th in k  if I  had  a cu t le t  an d  a 
cu p  o f  c h o co la te  se n t up I  sh ou ld  
lik e  it  b e tte r  th an  d in n er  d o w n 
s ta ir s ,”  sa id  L a d y  P e n d le to n . “ Y ou  
w o u ld n ’ t  m ind  k e e p in g  S ir  E d w a rd  
co m p a n y , w ou ld  y o u , m y d e a r ? ”

“ C e rta in ly  n o t. S h a ll I  te ll them  
to  send  you  up th e  cu t le t  ”

“ M a d e m o ise lle  n eed  n o t  t r o u b le , ’ ' 
b ro k e  in J o s in e , w ith  a je a lo u s  
flash o f  h er eyes . “ I  w ill ch a rg e  
m y se lf w ith  heir la d y sh ip ’ s co m 
m a n d s .”

“ N o , y o u  see  to  it , F lo r is , my 
d e a r ;  w ill y o u ? ”  said L a d y  B e tty , 
w ith  a y a w n , an d  F lo r is  le f t  th e 
room .

S ir  E d w a rd  cam e in  f o r  h is d in 
n er , lo o k in g  w o rr ie d  and  p re  o c 
cu p ie d  as u su a l.

“ L a d y  P e n d le to n  p la y e d  o u t , I  
s u p p o s e ? ”  he sa id . “ J u s t  w h a t I  
e x p e c te d . I  am  a fr a id  y o u  a re  
t ir e d  ou t, to o , M iss  C a r lis le ? ”

“ N o , S ir  E d w a r d ,”  sa id  F lo r is , 
and  h e g la n ce d  a t  h er  c h e e r fu l fa ce  
w ith  an  a ir  a lm o st o f  re lie f  a n d  e n 
jo y m e n t.

“ E v e ry b o d y  seem s t ire d  o u t  n ow  
a d a y s ,”  he sa id . “ T h e  w o r ld  is g o 
in g  to o  fa s t . Y o u  h av e  h ad  a  v e ry  
g r e a t  su ccess , I  h ear ; I  m e t L o r d  
O liffo rd e  on  th e  s tep s  o f  th e c lu b , 
he says y ou  h ave  n e tte d  a v e ry  la rg e  
a m o u n t .”

“ T h an k s in n o femall m ea su re  to  
h is lo r d s h ip ,”  sa id  F lo r is , q u ie t ly . 
“ H e  has w o rk e d  v ery  h a rd  in d e e d .”  

“ O h , h e lik es  i t , ”  sa id  S ir  E d 
w a rd . “ H e  w as in  th e  b e s t  o f 
sp ir its . V e r y  d if fe r e n t  t o  L o r d  
N o rm a n , w hom  I  saw  fo r  a  m o 
m e n t .”

“ Y e s ? ”  sa id  F io n a , e x a m in in g  th e  
m en u  ca rd  w ith  c lo se  a tte n t io n .

“ Y e s ;  th e  th in g  seem s t o  have 
b o r e d  him , and p u t  h im  o u t o f  te m 
p e r . H e  w a n ted  to  q u a rr e l w ith  m e 
fo r  le t t in g  m y w ife  and  y o u  tak e  any 
p a r t  in  it . A s  if  I  c o u ld  h e lp  it. 
u n m a rried  m an . B y  th e  w ay , I  see 
th ey  a re  p u tt in g  h im  in  th e  so c ie ty  
p a p e rs . I  b r o u g h t  a R e p o r t  h om e 
w ith  m e— ah ! h ere  it is . T h a t is th e 
p a ra g r a p h . ‘ W e  u n d e rsta n d  th a t  
th ere  is a p r o s p e c t  o f  a sp eed y  a lli
an ce  b e tw een  th e n o b le  fa m ilie s  o f 
S— y — r an d  N — r — n . ’ S ey m ou r ,
u b  jo  9 3 u i3 J 0 u 3 t  yjB  S B ij a o n jg  
L a d y  jL^anche, y o u  k n o w , a n d  L o r d  
B ru ce . W a s  she th e re  to -d a y ?  O f
co u rse , th o u g h  '

“ Y e s , L a d y  B la n ch e  w as t h e r e ,”  
sa id  F lo r is , ca lm ly , as she la id  the 
p a p e r  d ow n  b es id e  h er p la te , an d  
S ir  E d w a rd  lit t le  g u essed  th e  p a n g  
w h ich  his in n o ce n t  com m u n ica tion  
h ad  ca u sed  h er  o r  th e  sham e w ith  
w h ich  she b a tt le d  a g a in st  it.

“ A r e  y o u  g o in g  to  th e  b a ll, S ir  
E d w a r d ? ”  she askeu .

“ I  am  s o rry  to  say  I  sh a ll n o t  be  
a b le ,”  he r e p lie d , w ith ou t an y  g re a t  
e x h ib it io n  o f  s o rro w  e ith e r  in his 
’fa ce  o r  in  his v o ice . “ H a v e  g o t  to  
sp ea k  to -n ig h t , an d  m u st b e  in m y 
p la ce . I  a sk ed  L o r d  C liffo rd e  to  
lo o k  a fte r  y o u .”

F lo r is  lo n g e d  to  ask  if  L o r d  N o r 
m an w as g o in g , b u t  co u ld  n o t  fo r c e  
h e rse lf to  d o  s o ;  b u t S ir  E d w a r d ’ s 
n e x t  w o rd s  m ad© th e  q u e st io n  n e c 
essary .

“ I  d o n ’ t su p p o se  B ru ce  w ill g o ;  
he o n ly  g ru n te d  w hen  I  m e n tion ed  
it  t o  h im . D o  y o u  ca re  a b o u t any 
d essert 1 I f  n o t , an d  y o u  w ill e x 
cu se  m e  I  w ill le a v e  th e t a b le , ”  and  
w ith  a sigh , th e  h a rd -w o r k e d  s ta te s 
m an  tr u d g e u  o ff to  his s tu d y  to  
th in k  o u t  nis speecn .

F lo r is  w e n t up to  h er  ro o m , and  
g o t  o u t  th e w h ite  d ress  w hich  she 
had  b o u g h t  fo r  s ta te  o cca s io n s . I t  
w as a  v ery  s im p lt  a ffa ir  o f  ca sh - 
m ere , a lm ost d e v o id  o f  tr im m in g , 
save fo r  a lin e  o f  sw a n sd ow n  a t the 
n eck  and  o n  th e s leev es , an d  as she 
lo o k e d  a t it , she m u rm u red , w ith  a 
sm ile  :

“ M iss C a r lis le ’ s cos tu m e  w ill n o t 
a ttra c t  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e fa sh 
io n a b le  r e p o r te r , a t  an y  ra te , b u t 
th ou g h  it  m ay  b e  n e ith er  r ich  n or  
ra  e , it  is , I  th in k , su ita b le  t o  h er 
s ta t io n .”

W h ile  she w as ch a n g in g  h er  dress, 
th e re  fe l l  fro iri i t  th o  cru m p le d  
flow er  w hich  she h ad  re fu sed  to  sell 
to  L o r d  N o rm a n , an d  as she lo o k -  
a t it  ly in g  on  th e  flo o r , h er  fa ce  
w en t as red  as th e  rose  itse lf .

H o w  r e s p e c t fu lly , a lm o s t  r e v e r 
e n tly , h e h ad  b e g g e d  fo r  it , and  how  
co ld ly  she had d en ied  h im ! W a s 
it  p o s s ib le  th a t h er  re fu sa l h ad  p u t 
h im  o u t  o f  te m p e r ? ”

She la u g h ed  w ith  se lf-m o ck e ry  at 
th e  id ea .

“ I  am  g ro w in g  f o o l is h ,”  she 
th o u g h t , “ an d  a ll b e ca u se  th e  R ig h t 
i lo n o r a b le  E a rl o f N orm a n  ch ooses  
to  am u se h im se lf w ith  L a d y  P e n d le 
t o n ’ s co m p a n io n  ! W h a t h ave  I 
d on e , o r  sa id , th a t he sh ou ld  p r e 
sum e to  a c t  as he d o e s  ? I  su p p ose  
he th in k s a  se rv a n t a  fa ir  ta r g e t  
a t w hich  to  p r a c t ic e  p r e tty  sp e e ch 
e s , ”  an d , w ith  a b it te r  sm ile  she 
p u sh ed  th e  rose  a s id e  w ith  h er 
fe e t.

B u t a  m o m e n t la te r  she s to o p e d  
and p ic k e d  it  up.

“ N o , I  w ill k e e p  i t  and  w ea r  it  
to  rem in d  m e o f  m y f o l ly , ”  an d  she 
p la ce d  th e cr im son  flow er  in sid e  
th e b osom  o f  h er  w hite dress .

S he h ad  s ca rce ly  fin ished  d ress in g  
w hen  J o s in e  k n o ck e d  a t  th e  d o o r , 
and  s ca rce ly  w a itin g  fo r  p erm is  
sion  to  en ter , ca m e in .

H e r  d a rk , b e a d y  e y e s  to o k  in th e 
w h ole  o f  F lo r is ’ a tt ire  a t  a g la n ce , 
th en  so u g h t th e  floor .

“ M ila d i w ou ld  b e  g la d  if  y ou  
w ou ld  tr o u b le  y o u r s e lf  to  c o m e  to  
h er, m a d e m o is e lle ,”  she sa id . 
“ A n d  m ila d i d es ires  m e to  assist 
m a d em oise lle  w ith  h er  t o i l e t . ”  

“ T h a n k s, J o s in e , b u t  I  am  d re ss 
e d , ”  sa id  F lo r is .

T h e d a rk  ©yes su rv ey ed  h er co ld
ty-

“ P a r d o n ! M a d e m o is e lle ’ s h a ir 
c o u ld  b e  a rra n g e d  m ore  e ffe ct iv e -

’ y - ”“ I  d a re  s a y ,”  sa id  F lo r is , c a r e 
le ss ly  ; “ b u t  I  w o n ’ t t r o u b le  y o u ,

J o s in e . I t  d o e s  n o t  m a t te r ,”  and  
she p a sse d  o u t  b e fo r e  h e r , a n d , as 
u su a l, J o s in e  p e e r e d  a b o u t  th e  
ro o m , a n d  tu rn e d  o v e r  e v e ry th in g  
F lo r is  h ad  letft a b o u t . -

“ D re sse d  a lr e a d y !”  ex c la im e d  
L a d y  P e n d le to n . “ O h , m y d ea r , 
w h a t a lo v e ly  d ress  !'*

“ L o v e ly ! ”  e c h o e d  F lo r is , w ith  a 
sm ile . “ O h, L a d y  P e n d le to n , it  is 
as s im p le  as i t  ca n  p o ss ib ly  b e .”

“ I  d o n ’ t  ca re  w h eth er  i t ’ s s im p le  
o r  n o t— p e rh a p s  th a t  is it . I t ’ s 
p e r fe c t ly  r a v is h in g ! D o n ’ t  com e 
n ea r  m e a ll th e  e v e n in g , m in d , o r  
y o u  w ill m ak e m e lo o k  lik e  a M a y 
d a y  s w e e p !”  an d  she la u g h ed .

F lo r is  la u g h ed  w ith  h e r , th en  
su d d en ly  h er  e y e s  g lis te n e d  as she 
lo o k e d  d ow n  a t th e  lit t le  w om an .

“ Y o u  a re  v e ry  k in d  to  m e, L a d y  
P e n d le to n ,”  she sa id , so ft ly .

L a d y  B e t ty  lo o k e d  up a t  th e  
g lass .

“ I  w ish  y o u  w o u ld  d o  m y  h a ir 
lik e  M iss  C a r lis le ,”  she sa id  to  h er  
m a id .

J o s in e  cr im so n e d  and  se t h er  
te e th . T h is , a fte r  she h ad  in fo r m 
e d  F lo r is  th a t h er h a ir  w as ca p a b le  
o f  im p r o v e m e n t !

“ I  k n o w  n ot h o w , m ila d i .”
“ T h en — d o  y ou  m in d , m y  d e a r ? —  

le t  M iss C a r lis le  d o  i t , ”  sa id  L a d y  
B e tty .

T h e g ir l  s to o d  fo r  a m om en t as if 
tra n s fix e d , th en  la*d th e  iv o r y  bru sh  
on  th e  ta b le  ,a n d  s to o d  w ith  f o ld 
e d  arm s, w h ile  F lo r is , w illin g ly  
en ou g h , a r ra n g e d  L a d y  P e n d le to n ’ s 
h a ir  as n e a r ly  lik e  h er ow n  as p o s 
sib le .

“ O h, th a n k  y o u  iny d ea r  ! T h e re , 
J o s in e , th a t  is h ow  I  lik e  i t  d o n e . 
I  w ish  y o u ’ d lea rn  t o  d o  it  lik e  
th a t. R e m e m b e r , n ow , w ill y o u ? ”

“ Y e s , m ila d i ,”  sa id  th e g ir l ,  b e 
tw een  h er c 'o sec l l i p s ; “  “ I  w ill r e 
m em b er . O h, yes  m ila d i. I  w ill 
n o t  f o r g e t , ”  an d  h er w h ite  te e th  
c lick e d  v ic io u s ly .

“ T h e  ca rr ia g e , m y la d y , an d  L o r d  
C lif fo r d e ,”  a n n o u n ce d  a  serv a n t 
a t th e  d o o r .

B e rt ie , d ressed  w ith  th e  m in u tes t 
ca re , an d  lo o k in g  h an d som e e n o u g h  
to  tu rn  th e  h ead  o f  a  D ia n a , r e 
ce iv e d  th em  in th e  d r a w in g -ro o m  
w ith  en th u sia sm .

“ I  s a y ! ”  he e x c la im e d , u n d e r  his 
b re a th , his b lu e  e y e s  fix ed  on  F lo r is .

“ T h e r e ! I  t o ld  y o u  s o ! ”  sa id  
L a d y  B e tty , d r a m a tica lly . “ N ow , 
B e rt ie , sp ea k  th e  tr u th , an d  d o n ’ t 
fla tte r  o r  e x a g g e ia t e .  I s n ’ t  th a t 
d ress  sim p ly  lo v e ly ? ”

B e r t ie  b lu sh ed , b u t  F lo r is  sm iled  
q u ite  ca lm ly  an d  ca re le ss ly .

“ I  d o n ’ t  k n o w ,”  he sa id . “ I  o n ly  
k n ow  M iss C a r lis le  lo o k s  lik e  on e  
o f  M illa is ' p ic t u r e s ;  is it  th e  
dress  ?”

“ T h a n k  y o u , m y lo r d ,”  said 
F lo r is , la u g h in g  an d  co u rte sy in g .

H e  b lu sh ed  a g a in , o p e n in g  his 
lip s as if  a b o u t  to  sp ea k , th en  to o k  
up his o p e r a  h at and  le d  th em  to  
th e  c a rr ia g e , in to  w h ich  he p u t 
them  w ith  e x tr a o r d in a r y  c a r e fu l
ness, as if  th ey  w o u ld  fa l l  to  p ie ces  
if ro u g h ly  h a n d led .

T h e h a ll w as c ro w d e d  w hen  th ey  
a rr iv e d , b u t th ou g h  B e r t ie , w ith  a 
la d y  o n  each  arm , h ad  to  a lm ost 
figh t his w a y  in , th e ir  a p p e a ra n ce  
cre a te d  w h a t is ca lle d  in  n e w sp a p e r  
p a r la n ce  “ a  s e n s a t io n .”

(T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)
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P A S T U R I N G  H O G S  IN  S U M M E R .

F e e d in g  h ogs th e se  d a y s  is a  v ery  
im p o r ta n t m a tte r , g ra in  is h igh  a n d  
so is e v e ry  o th e r  fe e d , a n d  as a  c o n 
seq u en ce  fa rm e rs  a re  lo o k in g  m ore  
an d  m o r e  to  th e  h og  p a s tu re  fo r  
re lie f .

A ll  p a s tu re  g ra sses  a re  n o t o f 
e q u a l v a lu e . T h e  p o o r e s t  k in d s  a re  
m uch  b e tte r  th an  n on e , b u t th e  b e 
nefits r e ce iv e d  fro m  a n y  d e p e n d s  
la rg e ly  o n  th e  m a n a g em en t o f  both  
h ogs  an d  p a s tu re . A l fa l fa  stan ds 
a t th© h ead  o f  th e  lis t, J u n e  c lo v e r  
a  c lo s e  se co n d , w ith  w h ite  c lo v e r , 
J u n e  g ra ss  an d  t im o th y  in  th e  o r d e r  
n am ed .

I f  a llo w e d  to  roa m  a t  w ill o v e r  
a la rg e  fie ld  th e  h og s  w ill so il an d  
w aste  a co n s id e ra b le  a m o u n t of 
fe e d . T h ey  w ill e a t o n ly  th e  sw eet
e s t  a n d  fre sh e s t  a n d  w ill tra m p le  
o n  and  le a v e  th e  b a la n ce  to  get 
to u g h  a n d  r ip e , a fte r  w h ich  tim e 
th ey  w ill n o t  e a t  it  a t  a ll. D iv id 
in g  o ff a sm all p a tch  a t  a t im e  w ith  
h u rd les  o r  m o v a b le  fe n ce  w ork s 
w e ll, p r o v id in g  th e  h ogs ca n  be 

sh e lte re d  fro m  th e h o t su n sh in e in 
the m id d le  o f  th e  d a y .

I t  is a  m ista k e  to  com p e l th e  h ogs 
to  d e p e n d  e n t ir e ly  u p on  th e  gra ss  
ia lone, e v e n  th ou g h  th e  p r ice s  o f  
g ra in  and  m ill feed s  a rc  h igh . The 
s to m a ch  o f  th e  p ig  is n o t lik e  th a t 
o f  th e  sh eep  o r  cow  an d  ca n n o t be 
u sed  as a  r e p o s ito r y  fo r  a la rg e  
a m o .m t o f  c o a rs e  feed  a t o n e  tim e.

It  has b een  fou n d  b y  e x p e r ie n ce

and e x p e r im e n t  th a t  h o g s  fe d  a  h a lf, 
ra t io n  o f  c o rn m e a l w h ile  ru n n in g ! 
tr c lo v e r  w ill m a k e  a s  ra p id  ga in s; 
as th e y  w ill i f  c o n fin e d  a n d  fe d  aj 
w h o le  r a t io n , a n d  th a t , t o o ,  o f  a 1 
b e tte r  q u a lity  o f  m ea t th a n  th atl 
rnp^e w h o lly  fr o m  co r n . T h e  grass> 
b u lk s  u p  th e  m ass in  th© s tom a ch ,: 
e n a b lin g  th e g a s tr ic  ju ice s  t o  circu-^ 
la te  m ore  fr e e ly  th ro u g h  it , a n d  d i- , 
g e s tio n  is m o re  c o m p le te ly  a c c o m -1 
p lish e d  th an  if  g ra in  co n s t itu te s  th e ! 
e n t ir e  ra tio n . A n d , fu r th e r , th e  
c lo v e r  co n ta in s  th e  e lem en ts  th a t  
p r o m o te  th e  g ro w th  o f  b o n e  a nd ; 
m u scle , w h ich  h e lp s  t o  m a k e  u p  a 
p r e t ty  w e ll b a la n ce d  ra t io n .

J u st a s  q u ic k ly  as th e  so il is  th o r - . 
o u g h ly  w a rm ed  th ro u g h , sow  a: 
p a tch  o f  ra p e , a n d  i t  w ill b e  rea d y ; 
fo r  th e  h ogs  w hen  th e  p a s tu re  is  
p r e t ty  w e ll p la y e d  ou t.

B E S T  W A Y  W IT H  P O U L T R Y .
T h e fa rm e r  sh ou ld  g iv e  h is m in d ; 

p s fa r  as c ir c u m sta n ce s  w ill p os -! 
s ib ly  a llo w , to  a  co n t in u o u s  e g g  su p 
p ly  a ll th e  y e a r  ro u n d . H e  sh ou ld  
e n d e a v o r  to  s e le c t  a b re e d , o r  
b re e d s , o r  crosses  o f  b re e d s , b es t 
su ited  n o t  o n ly  to  g e n e ra l e g g  p r o -  
d u c t io n , b u t  to  his in d iv id u a l c ir 
cu m sta n ces  a n d  c o n d it io n s . H e  
sh ou ld  so re g u la te  th e  v a r io u s  a g e s  
o ;  h is la y e rs  a s  t o  e n su re  n o t  o n ly  
th e  a fo r e s a id  co n tin u o u s  su p p ly , 
b u t  th© g r e a te s t  p o s s ib le  n u m ber 
'■f e g g s  in  th e  w in te r  m on th s , w hen  
th e y  a r e  s ca rce  a n d  d e a r , a n d  to  
d o  th is  he m u st p r o d u c e  p u lle ts  o f  j 
v a r io u s  a g es , a n d  a ls o  s e le c t  p os-j 
s ib ly  d if fe r e n t  b re e d s  fo r  w in teri 
and  su m m er la y in g . H e  m u st a lso j 
s tu d y  th e  fo o d  su p p ly , a n d  en d ea -i 
v o r  to  fit  it  to  su it s ea son s  a n d  
c ircu m sta n ce s .

A ll  th e se  l i t t le  ite m s  m ak e a  d i f - . 
fe r e n c e  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  e g g s  pro-| 
d u ce d , a n d  in  th e  c o n se q u e n t p r o -j  
fit, to  sa y  n o th in g  o f  th e  c a r e  n ec-j 
essa ry  to  e n su re  th e  p o ssess ion  o f  
a  g o o d  la y in g  s tra in — w hich  is an  
e v e n  m ore  im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  th a n  
b re e d . T o  p r o d u c e  t a b le  fo w ls  a t  » ’ 
p r o fit  w hen  th e y  h av e  to  b e  p u t o n | 
th e  m a rk e t in  th e  o r d in a r y  w ay 
(w ith  p e r h a p s  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  a  
few  v e r y  e a r ly  s p r in g  ch ick e n s ) r e 
q u ires  p r a c t ic a lly  th e  a r t  o f  a p r o 
fe s s io n a l. E v e r y  fa r m e r  ca n  w ith  
c o m p a ra tiv e  e a se , m a rk e t  a  la rg e  
n u m ber o f  n ew  la id  eg g s  e v e ry  w eek  
ii th e  y e a r , w ith  g r e a t  p e c u n ia ry  
a d v a n ta g e  to  h im se lf a n d  a lso  w ith  
b en e fit to  th e  com m u n ity  a t  la rg e , 
fo r  th e re  a re  a lw a y s  m o r e  w a n ted  
th an  ca n  b e  p r o c u r e d .

F A R M  N O T E S .
T h e fa rm e r  sh ou ld  p la n  to  m ake 

his fa rm  a  l it t le  b e tte r  ea ch  y e a r . 
I t  m ay  be  d o n e  by  m a k in g  th e  so il 
a  l it t le  m o re  p r o d u c t iv e , d r a in in g  
som e  w et p la ce , im p ro v in g  th e  
b u ild in g s , o r  even  b y  se tt in g  o u t  
som e tr e e s .

C u lt iv a t io n  o f  c o r n  sh ou ld  a lw a y s  
b e  sh a llow , a t  le a s t a fte r  th e  p la n t 
has o b ta in e d  a n y  c o n s id e r a b le  s iz e .! 
A s  th e  r o o ts  b e g in  to  re a ch  o\it in 
sea rch  o f  fo o d  th e y  sh ou ld  b e  p r o 
te c te d , a n d  in ste a d  o f  d e e p  c u lt i
v a t io n  to  cu t o ff a n d  la c e r a te  th em , 
th e y  sh ou ld  be fo s te r e d  a n d  p r o 
te c te d , a n d  in d u ce d  to  g ro w  by  
sh a llow  w o rk  t o  m a k e  a  fine m u lch  
o i  th e  to p  so il. T h is  w ill k eep  m ois 
tu re  n e a r  th e  w arm  su rfa ce .

In  th is  d a y  i t  is h ig h ly  im p o r t 
a n t th a t  th e  fa r m e r  b e  a tr a in e d  
m an  o f  bu s in ess. H e  is b e s e t  o n  
a ll s id es  b y  sh a rp e rs , w h o  a re  t r y 
in g , o n  o n e  p r e te x t  o r  a n o th e r , t o  
get h is m on ey , a n d  he is c o n s ta n t
ly  te m p te d  to  m ake o u t la y s  on  th e  
fa rm  w hich  a re  o f  d o u b t fu l  e x p e 
d ie n cy . W e sh ou ld  p u t b a ck  in to  
o u r  b u sin ess  no m ore  th an  w ill ad d  
to  its e ffic ien cy , an d  th a t  is a p o in t  
w hich  c a lls  fo r  d e lib e r a t io n  a n d  
w ise  ju d g m e n t ; an d  it  is a q u e sts io n  
i i  w hich  th© g o o d  w ife  sh ou ld  h ave 
her say , fo r  in  99 cases  o u t  o f  100 
her ju d g m e n t  is  sou n d .

Q U E S T IO N  O F  A R IT H M E T IC .
T h e s ch o o lm a s te r ’ s life  is n o t  a  

h ap py  on e  som etim es , b u t in  T ex a s  
at le a s t  it  has its  co m p e n sa tio n s , 
t ie r e  is a  le t te r  fr o m  an a n x iou s  
p a re n t re ce n tly  re ce iv e d  by  a  te a ch 
er in  ih at S ta te  :—

“ S ir ,— W ill y o u  in fu tu re  g iv e  my 
son  ea s ie r  som s to  d o  a t n ite s ?  
This is w h a t h e ’ s b ro u g h t h oam  tw o  
or th ree  n itcs  b a ck  : ‘ I f  f o r e  ga llin s  
o f b e re  w ill fill th ir ty -to -p in t  b o t 
tles, h ow  m an y  p in ts  an d  h a lf b o t -  

-tles w ill n in e  g a llin s  o f  b e re  f i l l? ’ 
W e ll , w e tr ie d  an d  co u ld  m ake 
n o th in ’ o f  it at a ll, an d  m y b o y  c r ie d  
and la ffed  an d  sa id  he d id n ’ t  d a re  
go  bak  in  the m o r n in ’ w ith ou t d o in ’ 
it. S o  I  h ad  to  go  and  b u y  a  n in - 
g a llin  k e g  o f  b e re , w h ich  I  c o u ld  
ill a ffo rd  to  d o , and  th en  he w ent 
and b o rro w e d  a lo t  o f  w in e  and  
bra n d y  b o tt le s . W e  filled  th em , 
and m y b oy  put. the a n sw er d ow n . I  
d o n ’ t k n ow  w eth er  i t  is r ig h t  o r  
n ot, as w e sp ilt  som e w h ile  d o in g  
:t.

“ P .S .— P le a se  le t  th e  n e x t  som e 
be in w a te r , as I  am  n o t  a b le  to  
b u y  m ore  b e r e .”

N e v e r  k ick  a liv e  w ire  w hen  i t ’ s 
dow n .


