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CHAPTER V.

The thick-moled sunbeams of a June
midday fell broadly through the win-
dows of Whewell & Rickmans ollices,
scorning the Nimsy screen of (he dingy
white blinds, rejoicing the companies of
flies buzzing drowsily in lheir compléx
evolulions Lhrougn the thick air, and
making lhose clerks swoear whose desks
were nol in Lthe shadow ; they poured in
a broad slream of lighl inlo Geérvase
Rickman’'s privale room. whére he sal
ai his wriling-table oul of lheir range,
and commanded a view ol the bLusy
slreel benealh,

Sheels of paper covered wilh gures

lay before him : he had been al work for
an hour and more solving complex
arilhmelical problems, deduced f[rom |
various documenls scallered here and |
there ; (he final resull of his calcula- |
tions was evidently salisfaclory, though |
Lie looked pale and exhausled as well as
rilieved, like one just delivered [rom
greal peril.

Ol one Lthing 1 am quile resolved,” he
said lo himself, lifting his face from lhe
papers and leaning back in his chair,
“never again wil? I speculale with other
people’s money—at leasl not in large
sums—il is oo risky."”

Only lwo days before he had been ap-
palled by the receipt of a telegram [romg |
a lrusly hand in the Easl lo lhe ellecl
thal the hitherlo rapidly rising Chinese
Chin-Luns in which he had largely in-
vested were aboul to fall heavily, and an
expression unintelligible o any bul him-
sell al the end of the dispateh told him
they would scon be wortnless. He in-
slantly telegraphed lo his broker lo sell
the whole of his Chinese slock ; next day
he received a lelegram Lo say that the
sale was effecled at a high though low-
ered price. Then he breathed [reely,
salisfied at having doubled his capital,
in spile of all. And now lhe morning
papers announced a fall in Chin-Luns
heavy enough {o have absorbed half his
invested money ; lo-morrow's quolation
he knew would be lower: he had only
just been in time. :

The Chin-Luns were not (he - only
perilous slocks in which he had 5[}1-:{:11:{
laled ; they serve as a specimen of the
terribly exciling game Gervese Rickman
was playing, a game as dewendent on
chance as any played over green clolh,
and yel, like lhose, subject to certain
laszvs and capabable ol occasionally
vielding salisfactory resulls lo a player
of iron nerve and cool and sleady brain,
By conslantly’ and closely walching
commercial and political affairs; by
dint of information which he managed o
oblain’ from all sorts of unsuspecled
channels and which he never hesitaled
to acl upon ; by an intuilive insight inlo
men and affairs which amounled 10
genius, together with a great capacily
for calculaling and combining, and de-
ducing order from chaos, and a courage
thal nolhing could daunt, lhis hard-
headed voung man, resolulely [ollowing
ihe noble maxim of buying in lhe cheap-
ost, market and selling in the dearest,
had, in spile of many a hair-breadlh es-
cape [rom ruin, doubled and quadrupled
his capilal in the brief course of a [ew
vears, His face wore a lriumphant ex-
pression as he sal at his wriling-lable
and looked at the final resull of the
complicated mnet-work of mvestments
which he was carrying on, suspected by
few, and fully known lo nobody.

A newspaper lay on lhe lable; his
eve caughl Lhe leading poinls of a crimi-
nal irial recorded in the uppermost col-
umns, and he smiled an indulgent, half-
pilying smile, such a smile as a skilliul
arlist may accord lo the [ailure ol a be-
ginner. “Whal a number of fools lhere
are in the world,’ he thought “uncon-
scious fools, who blunder themselves into
the grip of the law, thinking (hemselves
capable! He haslily glanced lhrough
the case, that of a lawyer who had spec-
ulated with trust-money and lost it, then
I+ tossed the paper aside, and began
pondering the question of reinvesiments
for the Chin-Lun funds. It really wenl
+u his hearl to have to give such low in-
terest lo Alice Lingard afler having
doubled her money; bul he could not
give more than the interest legal [for
trust-money, and after all it"would come
{¢ the same in the end; was il not all
for her? He lhought of olhers whose
money had been the golden seed for his
vich harvest, widows and orphans
among lhem; and quiefed cerlain faint
qualms of what still remained of his
conscience by rellecling Lhat all the
slriclest juslice required of him was lo
relurn them their capital with [air in-
teresl. 1l is no doubt a fine thing, he

considered, for lawyers lo manage (he |
affairs of incapables, and lake care of|

their money for them ; but then lawyers
must live. He was a remarvkably clever
young man, and, as he frequently
thought, it was really a greal pily thal
talenls so brilliant and a courage So
magnificent were nol employed in the
divection of large nalional, even Euro-
pean alfairs; a lawyer's oflice was 00
narrow a cell for capabilities like his,
they could not expand and develop as
Lhey ought.

“Ioon,” he reflecled, “ifl 1 do nol
break—and I will not—I shall have
enoungh,”

I'his saying alone proved him o be a
remmarkable man. How oflen does one
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 limil to his desire for wealth, especially

onée who has tasted the fierce raplure for
eambling? But Gervase Rickman was
no money worshiper ; he desired weallh
only as a slépping- stone o power . nor
wis he a slave la the passion Oof ganm-
bling ; had he been s0, he would never
have lkept the cool brain necessury lo a
winner. :

“I do wonder, Rickman,” said his neéw
pariner. Mr. Daish, one day. “that with
veur capacily for public life you are nol
niore ambitious.™

“Da vou " relurned Rickman, sweelly.
“Well, il is no doubt a fine lhing 0 be
Mavor of Medington, but I think Davis
will make a beller mayor than I should.”
So Mr. Davis was elected o the municl-
pal vacancy Mr. Daish wished his parl-
nes lo fill, and Gervase Rickman saw
the lalter march to the parish church, in
q Dblack silk gown ivimmed wilh blue
velvel behind the mavor in scarlel and
fur, and thought how funny Mre. Daish's
nolions of ambition were, Mr. Daish,
who knew what an immense practice
Whewell & Rickmans was, so umnmense
Lthal, in spilte of the addition of a paringr
{5 the firm, they were aboul” lo give up
the alloirs. of the Gledesworth eslate.
Yel the financial erisis, or ralhey crises,
through which Gervase Rickman had
just passed, coming as it did so shorlly
before the day. of reckoning, Alice Ligs
giard’s bwenly-lirst birlhday, shook m'&
his iron nerves, so lhal he rose o leave
his office for luncheon al an unusually
early hour, feeling an unwonted lassi-
fude and dislasle for work, and strolled
quielly along the shady side of the sireets
titi he came quite suddenly upon a rus-
lic lane with a mill and bridge, under
which a clear, deep stream flowed fran-
quilly, shadowed by the green gloom ol
over-arching lrees.

Here at rast, leaning on a rail and let-
{ing his lhoughls wander at will with. lhe
quiet flow of the walers, as thoughts will
wander, borne peacefully upon a pass-
ing siream. The waler made the sole
barrier between the road and an orchard
which sloped from a gentle rise down lo
the verge, grassy, cool, and fresh, full
af |he quiet lights which fall al midday
through summer lrees, and rest upon
brown ftrunks and green grass.

3ut he could not find the mental re-
pose he sought by the waler-side ; some-
thing which had passed between him-
self and Alice Lingard a day or lwo be-
[cre came and lroubled him, salislac-
lary as on the whole he considered if.

It was the day after Edward Annes-
lev's visil Lo the Manor, and Gervase had
ridden over in the evening, lo look, .he
said, to the marking of the shorn sheep,
bult really lo see how Alce, whom he
had missed in the morning, was faring.

Of late Alice had drawn closer {o him,
cempletely set al rest by the perfecl way
in which he cloaked the {rue nature of

Miis feelings toward her. and referring Ao

him in every lillle doubt and dillicully
as she did lo no one else.
leved her adopled falher and molher,
she relied liltle upon them ; hér nature
was slronger Wan theirs, and she un-
consciously regarded hersell as a slay to
Lthem, and did nol look 1o them for sup-
port. Sibyl was her companion and be-
laved sister, but a sisler, however dear,
i= nol a brother, which Gervase was and
proved himsell in a thousand unoblru-
Sive ways.

He fold Sibyl that he wanled to be
alone with Alice that evening, and Sibyl,
accuslomed to confer privalely wilh him
herself, thought this perlectly natural,
she {herefore soon found an excuse [or
leaving lhem lo the quiet siroll Gervase
proposed, and he and Alice walked on
iranquilly alone logelher in  the cool
hush of lhe evening,

“What is it ?" he asked, quielly, when
their desultory talk had come o an end,
and they were resling half-way up lhe
dewn against a gale.

Alice did not answ=r for a few min-
ules, bul gazed on silently at the house
and church sleeping beneath them in: the
last ravs of evening.

“Wouldn't it be a reliel lo speak ?” he
conlinued, after a little. *You are pale
and worn, vou look as il you had had
14 sleep ; - something is worrying yvou.”

*“Yes,” she replied, "nolhing will ever
sel Lhis righl.,” Slow lears rose to her
eyes, and [ell on the rough wood of the
cale on which her arms resled, and the
lears went to his heart,

“Come, my dear child," he said, al-
maost roughly, “lhis won't do. This
not like vou, Alice.”

“Oh, Gervase!” she cried, “vou were
always a good brother to me,” and she
lurned lo him and benl her head till her
forehead louched his shoulder and rested
there.

ITe summaoned all his iron slrenglh 1o
resist Lhe [eelings stirred by thal light
tcuch ; lo yield now (o one impulse
would be [alal, lhe impulse to fold the
oraceful burden stayed thus lightly upon
him to his heart, and though he.lrem-
bled slightly he did not move a puscle,
It was but a moment thal Alice leaned
againsl the slrong arm, feeling an in-
describable accession of moral supporl
from the momenlary conlact, then she
lifted her head, and lhe wild throbbing
within him, of which she was so uncon-
scious, quieled down, afd Gervase's in-
vincible will resumed ils undisputed
sway.

1S

1. «¢l wiith a human being who knows a#

She looked up in his face wilh child-like

Much as she |

f

|

| you,"
| fitled by circumstances (o

sunny. peaceful fields whirled belore his |
eves, his brain throbbed.

confidence, and asked hersell why she
should bear a crushing burden alone,
when .she had so true and strong a
[riend to share il with her; Gervase
answered her appsealing look with a re-
assuring smile,

“l have no brother of my own,” she
continued, “and neither father nor mo-!
ther o consull, and I have had lo uml{-ﬁi
a decision—and—I am' not quile sure if
I have done right."

she had done it, then; a weight was
lifted off his heart, and he smiled more
palernally than before.

“My dear child,” he relurned, “I have |
no doubl that yvou have acled wisely and
well, bub the wisesl of us need a hittle
friendly counsel at times.”

“And besides Lhe confidence T have in
she added, “there is no one
advise

S0
e
upon this subjecl.”

“NoT Thal is a good lhing."

“Gervase,”” she said, in the low tanes
ol iflense fecling, *1 was under lhe lrees
I'v 1he Doubs that allernoon—I had been
asleep. 1 overheard whal you and LEd-
ward Annesley said.”

Gervase was slarlled for a momenl
from his sell-conirel; all the Dblood |
rushed o his heart as he gazed hall ter-
rified upon her. wondering whal she
cculd have heard, and rying lo recall
the exact circumslances ol their
ing Tmd Lhe words ol the conversalion.

“I heard your promise,”’ she continued,
“and 1 will nol ask you lo break il, but
I will ask you Lhis. Because ol whal
occurred thal day, and for no other rea-
son, 1 pelused to-day to marry Edward
Annesley. Was 1 right 7

He did nol answer Tor awhile

|
meet- |

all the

Had he l{nrm'ni
ihat she would pul this Llerribly: dirvect |
gqueslion 10 him he would never have
risked being alone wilh her. He looked |
al her earnest face, worn by inward |
sulfering and noble wiln pure and loyal |
feeling, and fell thatl never belore had she |
heen so dear o him as now. while she

wias lhus guilelessly confiding 1o his
cars her love for another man. In a
dim way he realized the depllh and

beauly of thal love, such a love as he
could never hope {o win. He Knew {hat
Lhe held Alice’'s happiness in his hands,
that the whaole of her fulure life depend-
ed upon the next words he should say,

and his hearl was renl asunder wilh |
ccnflicling feelings. 11 would be sweet |
lo make her happy, lo see  her  face

hghten and brighten and break imto per-
[ect joy al his words; that would be |
hetler Lhan any more sellish satislaction
ihal might come [from making her his
oW1, :

“Oh, Alice!” he fallered. lifted above
himself far a moment by lhe purilying
passion ol his love, oblivious ol sell, de-
siring nothing bul the good ol lhe gnjle--l
less being whose mgral beauty had so
conquered him, “Alice ! .

Yet he paused, true 1o his caulious
characler, before yielding to his higher |
nature, and irrevoeably changing the]
course of their lives; and the pause, as
such pauses are, was [alal. All his life,
wilth ils &aims, ambitions and
purposes, flashed before him in a mo-
ment of time—lor the Templer exereises |
a slrong necromancy over lhose who |
paller wilh their betler impulses, and
erushes a life-time of lhought and feel-
ing inlo a moment—he (hough! wiilil
poignant self-pily of lhe long years dur-
g which his hearl had bheen wasling in
patient love for Alice, and he shuddered
to think how black and unbearable a
[ulure withoul her would be. Then the
second slrong [eelirg of his hearl, his
love for Sibyl, appealed (o him along
wilh more sellish passions: all her life,
s0 elosely bound up i his own, came
before him from her babyhood 1l now,
and (hat sublle somelhing, which lwisls |
everyvihing wilhin us to selfish ends, and
juslifies our evil wishes, persuaded him |
Ihat Sibyl's inlerests ralher than his own |
were at slake. He recalled his sorrow |
when she lay as a ehild al the point of |
death, and iheyv lold himl she musl die |
he remembered how he prayed, as he |
never prayed before or since—plrayver
was a long disused habil wilh him——]ulwl
he nursed her, feeling as if his strong |
affection had wreslted her from lhe jaws |
of death. He. lthoughl wilth tender pride |
of her beauly and @ lalents, and he |
thought of her [ace the evening belore,
when she looked upon Edward in his
lrouble; Sibyvl must be happy al any
cusl. So he resolved.

Alice inlerpreled his apparent agila-
lion wilh a sinking hearl; she scarcely
new needed words o conlirm her worst
fears. “Was I right?" she repealad.

There was a singing in his ears, his |
lips were so dry that he could scarcely
speake; he paused again. and al lasl said
in a voice thal sounded sirange and
harsh to bolh of them, “Quite right.”

Alice made no reply, bul the look in |
her face was one he never [orgot, never
could forget, and the lanes of his awn
veice range hauntingly in lhe ears of s |
memory long afler, lowly & lhey were
spoken. “Quile right,” echoed the harsh
voice of the corn-crake in the eveing
slillness. “Quite right I'" cawed the long
slring  of proceeding  solemnly
homeward, dark specks against lhe pure
sky. “Quite right,” linkled the bells of
tlie browsing sheep on the down above.
“Ouite right,” murmured the rhythmic
beat of his own heart, till the words,
simple and few as lhey were, became
meaningless by repetition, and yet more
dreadful. To Alice, resing on lhe gale,
wilh bowed head and averled f[ace, they
were the final knell of all thal made life
dear.

Afler some minules of painful silence,
Alice lifted her head, and the rose-light
oi the selting sun struck full upon the
riarble calm of her face, enhancing and]
still further spiritualizing ils already
spiritual beauly. _ ,

“Dear Gervase,” she said, with the in-
describable smile which comes from the
depths of suffering, “you will never
again refer to this.”

“Never again,” he murmured,.

“Shall we go just to the crest of the
hill*" she added; and they strolled|

—— o m cw—

e (B
'

strong |

ESTIMATES and RESULTS.

When the Great-West Life commenced business in 1892, participsting ratea
were issued calling for dividends in 15 and 20 yecars, and algo with the ‘‘Quin-

quennial” or 5 year dividend period.

Life Policiea issued in 1892 on the five year dividend plan received their
first dividend of the full estimated bonus of $50.00 per $1,000.00 ; their second

dividend in 1502 of 50 per cent. over the estimated dividend :

and this year,

1507, are receiving their third dividend of just double the firat dividend and

satimate. .

Every Policyholder has expressed his gratifiention with

these dividends,

which are paid at the option of the Policyholder aa fully paid bonus addi-
tions, the egquivalent in ocash, or in reduction of future premiumas,

The diatribution is on the English basis of

an ecqual percentage of the

' sum assured, and not on the American so-called “contribution” system, and
the eminent English Actuaries, R. P. Hardy, F.I.LA.,, and George King, F.I.A.,
F.F.A.,, reported recently to the New Zealand Gbvernment “"that as a work-
ing syetem it has marked advantages over :he contribution plan, because it

gives more uniferm results.'”

Our 15 yvoar Deferred Dividend Policies

issued in 1892 mature this year,

and our Actuary has reported that they have carned, and are entitled to be
paid, the full amount of the profita estimated at the time.

Our Non-Participating rates are, and always have been, very

low, but

the resulta of our fifteen years' experience prove that the cost of Participat-

ing Insurance has been very much less

than these low non-participating

rates, because of our high interest earnings.

The applications for the first quarter of 1507 are over a million dollars in
excesa of the same period of 1906, every Province of the Dominion having con-
tributed ita quota to these magnificent figures in appreciation of the unpre-
codented reaults accomplished by this representative Canadian Company.

No attempt of faddy foreign actuaries, disgruntled newspapers that fail
to get the advertising they expect, or legislative committeers, well described

by D. P. Fackler, the well-known ex-President of

the Actuarial Bocioty of

America, as “absolutely innocent of any life insurance knowledge,” must be

allowed to “knock"

the Canadian business of Life Insurance.

For fuller particulars, send for a copy of the Great-West Life Report

for 1906.

The Great-West Life

Assurance Company

HEAD OFFICE—WINNIPEC.

BRANCH OFFICES—Vancouver, Calgary,
8t. John, N.B.

Montreal, Toronto, Halifax,

1906 shows large gains over 19053.

New business

amounts to 5,503,647 in 3,026 policies, of this $46,000
was written in Newfoundland and the balance entirely

within the Dominion.

The following are some interest-

facts from the Company’s 37th Annual Statement.

INCOME.
COBES o SEEI at el

Premloms, less reassur-

DISBEURSEMENTS,

Death Clalms ., ..8 337,075.50

anpee.. .. .. -. -.3 1,004581.74 Matured LEndowmenitls 168,454,000
.gitt:l"tﬂ;t and lrtnl'hll'l s 404,646,938 Purchased Iolicles ... $8,807.47
ro rom snic of kica Snrplom .. .Leoees e, 83,047,565
Esiale .o oo 10 4y oo 8,104.41 Annpities ...... ... 10,8435.68
Expennesn, Taxes, ¢io: .« S35, 7T17.40
Balanece . a8 ssve,,.,. l,ﬂﬁ'l,ﬂ'lm
e
$ 207242313 $2.073433.13
ASSTDS, LIABILITIES,
e e ]
Mortgages.. .. .. ..8 5,013,447.45 Reserve, 4 3% nnd 3
Debentures nnd Bondas 3,429,025.49 per cent. . ... .8 0,053,352.18
Loans on Polleies ... 1,123,517.25 Itelu:.-r'ru ltlmh;npued pol=
- cles nble to re=
S L R e vive or surrender . 3,001.98
= “ Compmnyta . Denih Clalms uonad-
Hesa omsel vt ) I B0METS e L S e
Cash In Banks . ... 3“7'5‘5:‘2;' unadjusted ..,, . 3,000.00
Eﬂ:h n:nfmld:e::-f::: 3,549, Prﬁaen; c;\?’nltm of
(L] ent Rimas pay-
Premlums (net) .. 250,081.51 able In lnstalments . 45,338.00
Interest and rents due Premiums pald In ad-
“d lﬂﬂutll PR BERSE IETJTM WADCE |  sves sn swes 13.731-50
Amount doe for medl-

enl Ieen ...... “sae 8,482.00

i 3 Accroed rents .. ... 85035.00

: Credit ledger bhalanees 10,367.50
Sundry currcant nac-

_ coBRls ... .. oo, 2,370.00
| Surplus on Company's

\ . Valuation Standard. 1,203,378.58

i— e it
§10.355.530. $10,285 5395.84
e _

N B e s e o e
The Company has a surplus on Government standard
of valuation of $1,552,364.26. The following are some
striking gains made in 1906. In Income, $115,904.22 ;
In Assets, $1,089,447.69 ; In Surplus (Company’s Stand-
ard) $251,377.46 ; In Insurance in Force, $2,712,453.00.
Send to Head Office, Waterloo, Canada. for booklet giv-
ing Annual Report and proceedings of Annual Meeting.

i —

Robert Melvin, President A. Hoskin, K.C.

Geo. Wegenast, Manager Hon. Justice Britton|Pres.
W. H. Riddell, Secretary

Vice-

——— e e o —

tranquilly on, occasionally lalking upon
homely, trivial subjects.
(To be conlinued).

e

EXTRAORDINARY DENTiSTRY.

Perhaps the grealest dental operalion
on record was performed upon an ele-
phant some years ago in the cily of
Mexico, The aching tooth was 12in,
long and 4 {n. In diameter at the root.

—

Aflter Mr. Elephant had been securely
fastened by chains his mouth was prised
open and a quanlily of cocaine applied
to deaden the pain., When this was done
a hole was bored through the toolh and
an iron bar inserted ; then a rope was
lwisted around the bar, four horses al-
tached, and the toolh pulled out.

Every boy knows several men he ex-
pEﬂt—E to whip when he grows up.



