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around; a solitude invaded by the #p-yq.6n in a singular manner. Inslead|knowing whal was wilhin him. and into | Medington.” : Pk Fire-Light.
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upland pastures or grouped in waltlled heneath his {'.E.lﬁ“t}ﬂ‘ as if he had difl- He went on Lis wav. slill }.1_1’;“:, L rI!:l'i'_lH: the down patii now, thal 13 the of wiheels drew nearer and neaner, and
folds; a silence ralhoer deepened than cully in rr:j;ing the latter. Having Mha (o, ,-H..;-i-...;_ Sl _I.“,I.HIH 1[ o 5-1.-.:“‘.‘; lshort j‘1 Can: you halp mo ) 2 1H|'I 1 dog-cart H::I_'-.",:jl].s_'.' a sp ':y-l-ul.-]l" cob
oroien by the peculiar and by-no means [ rqpidly. surveyed earth, sea and sky, he [his halit (o move wilh o il oo | This wind' is (oo much Itz ma e s ety ConnE it alo wil o Vhe Spedas:
unniusical sound of the wind sweepingiyypned and walked westward along the | as possible, ‘until the ground rose inle| Gérvase opened s jackel, and i the ftrians  with many a scatlered pebble
2 : 1 p e b Ao = ; slieltar thus made the strangee, sloop- land spatk ol ltre, for the dusk was now

through fthe short pale-yellow bLents!oqae of . turt by the road, so thal his
which rose sparsely above the fine "I"“F[v[ﬂsl‘*[m still made no sound, drew a
turl of the down. The narrow, white | wateh from his poeket, then replaced il
high-road ran straight along the sum- | |
mit of the down; il was unfenced on one to himself,- *
side, where e lurf sloped so abruplly |
down lo a rich cultivaled tevel so as to!

Early yet.”
Soon he heard a sound as of a mul-
titudinous scraping and panting, above

make lhis almost invisible from the which linkled a bell: a cloud of dust
road, and on the other bounded by & irose a [obt high from the road. showing

bank, purple with wild thyme in Sum-fas it parted the yellow fleeces and black
fmier, uml_ crested by a high quu;iiﬁf_-l'.fhugg and' muzzles of a flock of South-
hiedge, which effectually concealed the!down sheep. He slood aside molion.

narthern slope of the down and the ! Jpss upon the turf, to let them pass with-
wooded country beneath it spreading ' gyt hinderance; but one of the limid
away Lo lhe sea. This (horn hedge, ! creatures nevertheless look fright al
which, in defaull of leaves and bluﬁ-i:hintl, and darted down the slope, [ol-

) Soms, bore masses of thick and hoary | Jowed b

- : | o] ¥ an unreasoning crowd ol imi-
: lichen, instead of growing erect fram its '{ators.

It did nol need a low faint ery

‘bank, running nearly cast and wesl, {from the shepherd, who loomed far he-
qtchml over Lo Llhe north-east with 4 hind above the cloud of while dust,
smoolh exaclilude of curve, due (o ““‘-‘ihimselt speciral-looking in his long,

fierce briny sweep of the prevailnig | grayvish-white smock-frock, to scnd a
winds, and was by the same agency !gallant sheep-dog over the turf, with his
smoothly shorn on the leeward side. fringes floaling in the_wind, and his
These sirong sall winds hlqwing off l]lﬂi[[,-ng_u[} hanging ]‘r{}”; his formidable
sea, and frequently rising fo gales, give [jaws, avhile he ultered short angry
all the trees and hedges within Lheir in- barks of reproof, and drove the truanls
fluence a marked family likeness, stunt- |inta the right path again. DBul again
ing their growlh, and forcing® them to’! and vet again some indiscretion on the
bow to 1(he north-cast as if suddenly part of the limid liltle black [aces de-
mdde rigid in the height of a soulh- manded the energies of their lively and
wesl gale. fussy guardian, who darted from one

Bul the salt soulh-west was silent an end of the flock {o the other wilh joy-
this cloudy March afternoon, and in its ous rapidily, huslling this sheep, grum-
place a bleak east wind, whirling the bling al that, barking here, remonslrat-
while dust from the flinly chalk road, i ing there, and driving the bewildered
and quieling gradually down as lhe sun ‘crealures  hither and  thither wilh a
drew nearer Lhe west, was sweeping 'zeal {hat was occasionally in eXCess,

. over lhe short turfl with its low. lonely land drew forth a Drief fnnnn.c;;,;llzahtc

[ sound, ‘which is half whistle and half | from lis masier. which caused the dpg
moan. The rich level to the soull of jt) fly back and walk sedately behnid
the down, sprinkled though it was with | him wilh an instant obedience that was
occasional farms, each with ils cluster of las delightful as his intelligent activity
ricks and elm-lrees, and varied here and , The actual commander of this host of
there by a village spire rising from a |living things gave lillle sign of energy,

' lillle circle of thatched roofs, looked 'butl walked heavily behind his charges
very snItlurI'y beneall the gray with a slow and slouching gait, par-
sky. It terminaled on the cast in®some ; tially  supporting himself on his long

picluresquely broken hills, interrupted | crooked sticlk, and carrying undcr lhis
by a long, level gray band, which was {lefl arm a lamb which bleated in the
the sea, and on fthe soulh in more hills | purposeless way characlerislic of these
of moderate height and irregular oul- jereatures. Yet his pgaze avas every-
‘line, “which derived an unusual gran-jwhere, and he, like his zealous lieuten-
deur this alternoon from the deep pur-'ant. the doe couM dislinguish each of

=

ple sh_ﬂc_lﬂwa resting upon them, and, these numercus and apparently feature-
emphasizing  their conlour against the | less creatures from ihe other, and

ivery-gray sky, a sky full of latent
hi. On the wesl again there were

every now and then a’'s)ighl motion of
his crook, or some inarliculale sound.

hil of genller outline, bevond these conveyed a whole code of instructions
little glimpses of plain and woodland,{lo  (he eager, wialchful dog, who
and{. on the furlhest limit a curving straighlvay acled upon them. All this

bre:j\ﬂg fiilled with a polished surface of
sea, heflecling the dim yellow lustre of
the declining sun, which glowed fainlly
through the curdling clouds: above.
The wind went on singing ils strange
low song to the bleale down-land; the
far-oll farms and villages gave no sign

the young man molionless on the lupf
watched wilh interest, as if a flock of
sheep werp something  uncommon  or
worlhy of eontemplation; and when they
had all gone by, and the shepherd him-
sell passed in review, his yellow, sun-
bleached beard shaken by the keen

benealh his warm pea-jackel, multering |
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[Ie was now ap-

59 steep a mound thal
petled 1o fake he road.
proachung the end of the down-road.  al
the extremily of which, where the thorn
hedge enced, there stood a liitle lonely
|}'“"*'i"“‘}' 1 an emply courl-vard, fenced
by a low slonn wall.  On one side of the
small inn T bending as
|13 the north-east. and imparting thal air
cf perfeel loneliness which Lhe prosenee
of i .ﬂill:_,’!{': Lren ;;1'.,':|:'[;]i.i_1,' :-:i;_p_; o an
isolaled Mijlding, The inn proclaimed

Wias oe, usiiat

itsell the Traveller's Rest by’ o sien over
1S low parch and closed door. There
were no IHowers in. the lltle conel,

H]ﬂltf.f]l it faced the soulh: neither troe

nor. végetable grew i {he barren in-
ciosure, which was lenanted soiely by
a large deer-hound slrelched in  a
‘l‘nu!f'flflli -'JHI“_.II{!" Ill'[:]:'n' Hi-_" I_l",_.:‘l.'-':!.

Mr. Rickman did notl look at the inn.

though a side glance of his eves lpok in
the dog willi o sparkic of satisfaction;
while the dog on hearing his [cotstens,
which were also ey audible to lwo
women - an upper room, slightly
pricked his ears and looked ab him with
an inaiferent aiv, dropping his muzzie
comlortably on to his f{orepaws again
when he had passed. -
Another romnd crossod he level down-
road al right angles just beyond (he
schlary inn.  Opposile {he inn-front on
the turl was a slagnant pond, the milky
water of which was crisped to ripples

by the keen wind, and in the angie
formed by two roads stood a wooden
sign-post,

When he reaclied (e sign-posl, Ger-
vasa Rieckman leaned soamst b with his
back toward (he inn, which was now
some dislance from him. and gazed
over lhe broad expanse of level cham-
paign to the dark hills. on | broken
slopes of which the shadows were shifl-
mng. He did nol appear {o mind e
wind, which caughl him f[ull in the side
of the face, ruflled his hair, and obliged
him to press his low fell hal more Hrmly
over _his. brows; [he sound it made
amongZ e whithered above the
sward pleased him, and he muoased and
mused in the slillness, an image of
peaceful conlemplation, with lhis refined
fealures and look of quict concenlrated
POWET.

While he was thus nmiusing, his quick
cal caughl the sound of [oolsteps in he
distance behnid him: but he did nol
turn his head, [or (he [oolsléps were
those of a slranger and could nol inter-
est him, so he lhought. They were (he
firm, elaslic sleps of a man in the flower
cf life, they smole the hard road with
an even joyous rhythm, and were ac-
companied by the clear, cheery tones of
i singing voice ;
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bing, for he was lall, struck a maleh and

ligchled a short pipa, lhus giving {he
atlier the gpportunity of a close and un-
obsarved sseruliny of his face in lhe glow
of the matel., I was a dark, healthy.
well-favored face, on {he whols the kind
of face lhat goes to lhe hearl of every
woman, ald or young.

"A° pood-looking  fool,” thought Ger-
vase, consigning  him mentally to tho
herd of mankind.  “Edward Annesley,
no  doubl; an officer, by his mustache

il swagder,'!

[le was wrong about the swagger:
though the stranger walked like a sol-
aier.  Having lighted his pipe, the ofli-
b - 1ir:|:!~.|r:;: Lhim for his [_'.”“"[t-g.:,}'_ went
00 s way down the hill, and was lost
lo sight hefore the sound of his foot-
sieps ceédsed o ring upon the hard road,
Bickman looking after him with a su-
perior sort of smile, until the sound ol
ather  steps  approaching from belind
stirred  every  libre  within  him and
hghted o flame in his veiled grey eyes.

On came e steps, swilt, light, and
even, very dilterent from the soldier's

irin strides, though lelling like them of
youth, health, and a light heart; yet
Gervase, for all the slic of feeling they
evoied within him, appeared to take no
notice of them, but continued his rapt
contemplalion of the shadowed hill-
slopes; brighlened now by long moted
shafts of light from the sinking sun,
around which (he clouds were breaking
away - beauliflul glory as the keen
wind stiled ilself more and more in
siufling to a warmer _quarler,

A voice soon accompanied (he light
laotsieps, echoing in a woman's round,
clear noles, the soldier’s song :

“There we lay, all lhe day,
In the Bay ol Biscay, O"

AL this  poinl Mr. Rickman left the
post against which he had so long been
leaning, and strolled quietly on wilthout
lurning his head, while the singer, who
made rapid progress, vrepealed her
suatch of song, and the hound, which
had been lying before the inn  door,
lew before and around her in widening
sweeps, all lhe grace and strength  of
s lithe, slender body shawing to the ut-
nosk advantage, until it included Ger-
viise in ils gyrations, whereupon he
iuened and wailted, while a tall young
wonian came up with him,

M thought you would never see me,
Lervase,” she said, “Whatl dead]y
chemes were you meditaling under Lhe
sign-post?’

“I was walching the weather.,” he re-
plied; “the wind is chopping round: we
shiall have a change. Where have you
been?” :

“With Ellen Gale: T am glad for her

[alling.

On ‘reaching them, the dreiver pulloed
the cob sharply up on his -haunches,
gave the reins to the groom. sprung to
lhe ground, all in a {lash of lime, and
was  shaking hands with Gervase and
Alice, and walking by their side almost
before they had time to recognize Lin.
\lices gave him a [rank smile of wel-
come, and Gervase smiled teo, but he
murmured spomething inaudible to him-
sell that was not flatlering to the new?
COImer.

The laller was a young man, wilth a
dark. strong. .intelligent face which had
just missed being handzome. He walked
well, dressed well, and had about him a
certain air which would have challenged
attention, anywhere.  IIe did nol look
like .a parish doclor,

“And how are iliey all at Aeden? he
asked, in a full, cordial voice. “Wherse
did you get those violels? It is enough
to make a man sad. See here, I thought
these svere the firsl.,” And he drew a
second little bunch of white violels from
his breast-pocket and gave them to
Alice, who received them wilh anolher
frank smile,

“How kind of you to think of me!”
she said. “Gervase found these, but he
was only five minules ahead of you."

Gervase smiled inmwardly; the new-
comer’s face darkened, and he silently
returned the rude observalion the for-
mer had made upon him a moment be-
[cre, and then comforted himsell by the
reflection: “Gervase is nobody."

“So you have been visiling my pa-
tienls again, Miss Lingard,” he said

aléud; “you must not go aboul making
people well in this reckless way. How
are we poor doctors to live?”

"Did you lind Ellen any beller?" 'shg
psked,

“She was wnanderfully perked up. as
the coltagers say; I knew you had been
there, without any telling. We must
try to gel her through the spring winds.
I say, Rickman, you haven't scen such
a thing as a stray ecousin anywhers
about, have you?” .

"l did caleh sight of such an article
half an hour since.” he replied. “He
asked me the way to Medington by Ar-
den Manor, where one Paul, il appeared,
had agreed lo meet him."”

“A  lall, good-looking fellow with a
pleasant [ace——-"

“And a beauliful wvoice,” interrupled
\lice. “It must be the gentleman 1
heard singing past lhe Traveller's Rest,
Gervase. I was just going to ask if you
had seen him.”

“He sings like a nightingale.. Yes:
that was no doubl Ted. Oh! you will
all line him. 1 shall bring him over fo
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