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Maviic

Or, The Strange Disappearance

CHAPTER XXXVI.

The day of the (rial came. It was a
bright spring day, and from an early
hour ‘HI the morning the villnge was
crowdél to  overllowing with people
Fpllmted from all parls of the counly.
Fhe court-room was filled fo suffoca-
tion. I was with the greaiesl diilicully
that order could be maintained when
the prisoner, in the custody of Lhe high
sherilf, was brought into court.

The venerable presiding judge was |

e unfriendly to the ac-
the Stale’'s Atulorney was
known Lo be personally, as well as
officinlly, hoslile to his interesls. So
strongly were the minds of the people
prejudiced upon one side or the olher

supposed Lo
cusd, oand

thatt ik was wilh much trouble that
wwolve men could be found who had

nol made up lheir opinions as fo tha
prisoner's  innocence or guill. Al
lenglh, however, a jury was empaneled,
and the trial commenced. When the
prisonerr was placed al lhe bar, and
usked the usual question, “Guilly or nol
guilly ™" some of the old haughiiness
curled the lip and flashed from the eye
of Thurslon Willcoxen, as lhough he
disduined to answer a charge so base;
and he replied in a low, scornlul fone.

“Not guilly, your honor."

The opening charge of the Slate's
Attorney had been carefully prepared.
Mp. Thomson had never in his life had
30 important a case upon his hands, and
he was resolved to make the most of il
His speech was well reasoned, logical,
€loquent. To destroy in the minds of the
jury every favorable impression lelt by
the lale blameless and beneficent life of
Mr. Willcoxen, he did not fail to adduce,
Ifmn olden  history, and from later
fimes, every signal instance ol deprav-
ily, cloaked with hypocrisy, in high
places; he enlarged upon wolves in
sheeps’ clolthing—Satan in an angel's
garb, and dolefully pointed out how

many times the indignant question of— |
Is thy servant a dog, that he should do | Was

this Ihing ?"—had been answered by
resulls in the aflirmative.

David's sin from the ashes of a

He raked upt
EE5. |
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return they had frequently met—that the
prisoner, with  the lreachery that
would soon be proved to be a parl of
his .nature, had grown weary of his
wife. and transferred his atlentions 10
another and more fortune-favored lady
__and finally. that upon the evening ol
the murder he had decoyed the unhappy

young lady to the falal spot, and Llhen
and (here effected his purpose. Tho
prosecuting attorney made this siaie-

ment. nol wilh the brevily with which
it is here reported, bul with a minute-
ness of detail and warmth of coloring
thal harrowed up the hearts of all who
heard it. He finished by snying that he
should eall the witnesses in the order of
lime corresponding with the facis ihey
came o prove.
“Oliver Murray will fake the stand.”
This, the firsi wilness called, after the
usual oath, deposed thal he had firsl
secen lhe prisoner and the deceased 19-
gether in the Library -of Congresss had
overheard their .conversalion, and sus-
pecting some unfairness on the n:n'l_nr
the prisoner, had followed (he parties
lo lhe navy yard, where he had wil-
nessed their marriage ceremony.
“\When was lhe mext occasion upon
which you saw the prisoner?” _
“On (he night of the 8th of April,
182—. on 'the coasl, near Pine Bluff. 1
had landed from a boat, and -wns going
inland when I passed him. 1 did-nol see

| his face distinclly, but recognized him

by his size and form, and peculiar fir
and gait. He was hurrying away, wilh
every mark of terror and agilation.”

This portion of Mr. Murray's teshi-
mony was so new lo all as to excite
the grealest degree ol surprise, and in
no bosom did il arouse more astonish-
ment than in that of Thurston.  The
wilness was slriclly cross-questioned
by the counsel for the prisoner, but the
eross-examination failed to weaken his
testimony, or Lo elicit anyihing more
favorable to the accused. Oliver Murray
then directed to stand aside.

The nexl wilness was Miriam Shields.
Deeply veiled and half fainling, the poor
girl was led in between Colonel and

Where was he scene of {hal crime, and | Miss Thornton, and allowed to sit while

who was ils perpertrator—in the court|

of Israel, by the King of Israel—a man|
L death-like

after God's own heart. Could the genfle-
men of the jury be surprised at the

if greal crimes in high places were im-

possible or new things under the sun ;| Plainiy :

He did ngtwfail to draw a louching pic-

p":
pailing discovery o0 recently made, as|

fure of tl

mercy, on a mission of mercy, to ther
shores. Was not her beauly, heér gen-
ius, her goodness—by which all there
had at some time been blessed—suffi-
cienl to save her [rom Lhe knife of the
Asensin ? Nol as he should shortly
prove. Yel all these years her innocent
blood had cried to Heaven in vain; her
fale was unavenged, her manes unap-
peased.

All the women, and all the simple-
hearted and unworldly among the men,
were melted into tears, very unpropi-
tious to the fate of Thurslon; tears not
called up by the eloquence of the prose-
culing allorney so much as by the mere
allusion to the fale of Marian, once so
beloved, and slill so fresh in the memn-
ories of all.

Thurston heard all this—mot in the
second-hand slyle with which 1 have
summed it up—bul in the first wvilal
freshiness, when it was spoken with a
fogic, force, and fre that carried con-
viclion to many & mind. Thurston
looked upon the judge—his face was
sfern and grave. He looked upon lhe
fury—they were all strangers, from dis-
tant parts of the county, drawn by idle |
ruriosity to the scene of trial, and ar-
fiving quite unprejudiced, They were
not his “peers,” but, on the conirary,
fwelve as stolid-looking brothers as ever
decided the fate of “a gentleman and
scholar. Thence he cast his eyes over
the crowd in the court-room.

There were his parishioners | hoary
nateiarchs and gray-haired matrons,
slately men and lovely wonien, who,
from week to week, for many years,

had still hung delighted on his dis-
.courses, as though his lips had been

touched with fire, and all his words in-
spired 1 There they were around hun

riclim, the beauliful, young |
siranger-girl, whom 1ihey all remembered |
and leved—who had come, an angel of

again! But oh! how different the re-
lations and the circumsiances! ‘There
they sat, with stern brows and averfed
faces, or downcast eyes, or “lips {hat
gsearce their scorn forbore.” No cve or
lip among Ihem resvonded kindly o
his searching gaze, and Thurston
lurned his face away again; for sn in-
stant his soul sunk under the pall of

it

despair that fell darkening upon it. It
was not conviclion in the court he
thought of—he would probably be ac-

quitted by the court—but what should]
pcquit him in public opinion ?
dence thal might not be strong enough
la doomt him to death would still be
sufficient to destroy [orever lis posilion
and his usefulness. No eye, thence-
forth, would meet his own in f{riendly
wnfldence. No hand grasp his in bro-
herly fellowship.

The Slale's Afttorney was still pro-
eeeding with his speech. He was now
stating the case, which he promised to
prove by compelent wilnesses—how the
risoner at the bar had long pursucd
Eis beauliful but hapless viclim—how
8 had been united to her by a private
marriage—that he had corecesponded

Tht‘ t'_'l'i= -r

with her from Europe--that upon his

giving evidence. When ftold 1o look al
the prisoner at the bar, she raised her
face, and a deep, gasping
sob broke from her bosom. But
Thurston fixed his eyes kindly and en-
couragingly, upon her—his Jlock said
“Fear nothing, dear Miriam !
Be courageous| Do your stern duly,
and trust in God."

Miriam ihen identified the prisoner as
the man she had lwice seen alone wilh
Marian at night. She further testified
thal upon the night of April 8th, 182—,
Marian had left her home late in the
evening to keep an appointmeni—Iirom
which she had never returned. Thal in
the pocket of the dress she had laid off
was found the nole appoinling the
meeting upon the beach for the night in
question. Here the nole was produced.
Miviam idenlified the handwriling as
that of Mr. Willcoxen.

Paul Douglass was next called to the
sland, and required to give his tesui-
mony in regard to the handwriting.
Paul looked at the piece of paper that
was placed before him, and he was
sorely tempted. How could he swear to
the handwriting unless he had actually
seenn the hand wrile it? he asked him-
seif. He looked at his brolher. Put
Thurston saw lhe slruggle in his mind,
and his counlenance was slern-and
high, and his look authoritative and
commanding—it said: "Paul! do nol
dare to deceive yourself. You know
the handwriting. Speak the lrulh if il
kills me."” And Pau) did so.

The next. witness that look the stand
was Dr. Brightwell—lhe good old phy-
sician gave his evidence very reluclant-
ly—it went to prove the fact of the pro-
soner's absence {rom the deathbed of
his grandfalher upon the night of the
veputed murder, and his disiracled ap-
pearance  when returning lale in the
maoriing.

“Why do you say repuled murder ?”

“Because, sir, I never consider the
fact until the

of & murder eslablished
body of the viclim has been [ound.”

“You may sland down.”

Dr. Solomon YWeismann was next
called 1o the stand, and corroborated the
lestimony of he last wilness.

several olher witnesses were lhen
called in succession, whose f{estimony
being only corroborative, was not very

important. And the prisoner was re-

manded, and the courl adjourned until |

ten o'clock the next morning,

“Lile will be .=Z.L'-'="l'1, bul i—L_r;J'!fl'in and
usefulness  in
forever, Paul,” said Thurston, as they
went oul. X

“Cvidence very sirong—very conclu-
stve to our minds, yel not suflicient to
conviet him,”
another.

“I.am of honest Dr. Brighlwell's opin-
ion—that the eslablishment of a 1
der necds as a starting point the findin:s
of the body; ~and,- moreover, that Hl?'
conviction of a murderer requires -"rl;
eye=witness 10 the deed. The evidence
so. far as we have heard it. is i«'tl'rm,:
enough. to ruin the man, bul nol strone
enough. to hang him,” said a {liird i

“Ay! bul we have not heard - op
Lhe most important part of lesti-
mony. The Slale’s ‘Allornev has nol
fired his greal gun yel.” said a fourih.
as the crowd elbowed, pushed, and
struggied out of the courl rom,

Those [rom dislant parts or “he counly

said one gentieman o

%

this |11.*igh]_]ﬁ|,'I1|jL_'JL{ g..n.y‘

Wii0 SAID “RATS"?

remained in the village all nighl-—those
nearer relurned home to come back in
the morning.

The second day of the lrial, the vil-|
lage was more erowded than before.
At ten o'clock the court opened, the

prisoner was shortly afterward brought
in, and the prosecution rencwed ils ox-
aminalion ol wilnesses, Thoe next wvits
ness thal took the sland was a most
imporiant one. John Miles, caplain of
the schooner Plover. Ile deposed that
in the monti of April 182—, he was male
in the schoaner Blanch, of which his
father was the captain. Thalt in said
month the prisoner at the har had hired
his father's vessel lo carvy off a lady
whom the prisoner declared {o be his
awn wife: that they were to lake her o
the Bermudas. That to effect their ob-
ject, his father and himsell had Ianded
near Pine Bluil; 1ha nighl was dark,
yet he soon discerned the lady walking
alone upon the beach. They were
wound to wait for the arrival of {he pri-
soner, and a signal from him Dbelore
approaching the lady. They waited
same time, walching from their cover
the lady as she paced impatiently up
and down the sands. Al lenglh they
saw the prisoner approaching. FHe was
closely wrapped up in his cloak, and
his *hat was pulled ' over his eyes,
but they recognized him well by his air
and gail. They drew nearer slill, keep-
ing in the shadow, waiting for the sig-

nal. The lady and the prisoner met—na
few words passed belween them—ol
which he, the deponent, only heard|

“Thurston ' “Yes, Thurslon!" and then
the prisoner raised his arm and struck,
and the lady feill. His [ather was a
cautious man,
prisoner rush up the cliif and disap-
pear, when he saw that the Iady was
dead. and that the storm was beginning
lo rage violently and the lide was com-
ing in, and fcaring, besides, thal he
should get into Trouble, he hurried into
lhe boat and put off and boarded lhe
schooner, and as soon as possible set
sail for Bermuda,
from this coast for years, that is to say,
as long as the father lived.

John © Miles was cross-examined by
Mr. Romford, but wilhout effect.

This teslimony bore [atally upon ihe
prisener’s cause—the silence ol con-
sternalion reigned through the crowd,

Thurston Willcoxen, when he heard
this astonishing evidence, first thought
that the wiiness was perjured, bhut when
he looked closely upon his open, honest
face. and fearless eye and free bearing,
he saw (hat no consciousness of false-
hood was there and he could bul grant
that lhe wilness, naturally deceived by
“foregone conclusions,” had inevitably
mistaken the real murderer for him-
sell. '

Darker and darker lowered the pall
of fate over him—the awful slillness of
the court was oppressive, was sulfoca-

ting;: a deathly faininess came upon
him, for now, for ilhe first ‘Lime, he
fully realized the awful doom 1hat

threatened Hhim. Not long his nature
bowed under the burden—his spiril
rose to throw it off, and once inore the
ine head was proudly raised, nor did
it once sink again. The last wilness for
the prosecudion weas nNow called and
ool the stand, and deposed that he
lived ten miles down the coast in an
isolated, obscure place; that on the lirst
of May, 182—, the body of @ woman hal
been found at low tide upon the beach,
(hat it had the appearance of having
been very long in the waler—the cloth-
ing was respectable, the dress was dark
blue stuff, hut was faded in spols—
there was a ring on the linger, but the
hand was so swollen thal it could not
be go! off. His poor neighbors of 1he
coast assembled, They made an elfort
o get the coroner, buf he could not be
found. And the stale of the body de-
manded immediate burial. When cross-
questioned by Lawyer Bomlord, {he
wilness said that they had nol then
heard of any missing or murdered lady,
but had believed the body to be that of
a shipwrecked passenger, uintil they
heard of Miss Mayfield's [ate. :

Miriam was next recalled.
1N as Lefore, Hl]]'l}H.l'['il!‘Li belween Colonel
and Miss Thornton. Everyone who saw
{he poor girl, said that she was dying.
When examined, she deposed that Mar-
ian. when she left home, had worn a
blue merino dress- -and, ves, she always
wore a litlle locket ring on her linger.
Drooping and fainling as she was,
Miriam was allowed fo leave the court-
raom. This closed the evidence of the
prosecution,

The defense was taken up and con-
ducted with a great deal of skill. Mr.

She came

| Romiord enlarged upon the noble char-

Hur- |

| {rom

e

his client had ever mainlained
childhicod 1o the present time—
they all Knew him—he had been born
and had ever lived among them—what
man or woman of them all would have
dared to suspect him of such a crime?
He spoke warmly of his truth, [idelity,
("hristian  zeal, benevolence, philan-
theopy and greal IH.ILriji': benelils.
!'_'I'll b continued).

‘_

irom home most of
a 1ot .ol domest

e

acler

IS awany
dodges

FHle who
the time
frouble.

They had kept away |

fatlong with a nutritious ralion.

' will nol chew il.

|
[ |

and when he saw the | evolulion,
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About the Farm

. ]
LR R R R
BROOD SOWS AND PIGS.

Feed the sow lighlly for a few days
before and after farrowing. A purely
grain-fed hog is never comfortable.
The stomach and bowels must be rea-
sonably dislended by bulky food, given
Turnips
or rools of any kind are a valuable food
for lhe sow during the winter. ‘They
produce an active condition and this IS
especially important for the brood sO0W.
Do nol kee~ her on a corn diet. Corn
should form only a very small parl, at
the most, of her ration. A small amount
can be fed in conjunclion wilh mid-
dlings or bran to supply heat.

The sow aboul to farrow must have
0 shallow Dbed of flnely cut straw or
chalf. Pigs are often caught in the hol-
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low ol a deep bed or become langled in

Lthe =slraw
molher.

and are crushed by the
It is well o place a [ender in

Lthe sow's slall so that she cannol crush |

lhe pigs againsl the wall. Care should
be laken that the sow is not placed
where lhere is much noise or excile-
ment or she is linble to Kkill the pigs in
trying to protect them.

Do not keep the litlle pigs conlined
on a board floor. They will become
crooked legged and deformed i thus
treated. Let them run out ol doors on
pleasant days. Get them out of the nesi
and make them run about, for if they
do nol gel exercise they will become Loo
[al.

When feeding have a trough that is
low enough for them lo get their noses
in and drink wilth the sow for in this
way they will soon learn lo get their
own living. Do nol place their corn in
a trough, for they will eat too fast and
It is better to scalter
the grain around on the floor where
they will have to pick it up and thus
talke more time.

If pigs are fed in this way, they are
golting about two-thirds of their living
from the feed trough by the time ihey
are old enough to wean, and instead of
weaning being a revolution it will be an

Wean (he pigs when eight or fen
weeks old, Place in a pen ihat is not
close to the sow, for they will forget her
sooner if they cannot hear her squeal-
ing. Give extra care so as o avoid any
cheek in growth. Give skim milk and
middlings, a liitle al a time, and often,
as the pigs have been used lo taking
their food at will.

Do not feed the sow rich food until
the milk flow has been checked. It .S
always best 1o Jet her depend on pas-
ture and waler—alone for food. And if
given good pasture and plenty of fresh
waler she will soon regain her lost
flesh and will need no extra - food.

PUSHING EARLY LAMBS.

It is an excellent plan tc have some
small pens in or near the shed. As fast
as  the lambs come, they can be re-
moved wilth the mother, to these pens,
where they can be cared for much bet-
ter than if compelled fo remain with
the flock. An old-fashioned teapot, with
a round spoul, on which one can pul a
rubber nipple, is convenient to carry
milk from cows that have recenfly
freshened, and feed the litile lambs, as
they seem fo require more than they are
getling from the mother. The leapol is
also very convenient fo sel on lhe stove,
or hold in hot water, 1o heal the milk
for immediate use. Care and atiention
must be given all the litlle details.

Fix a little creep thal the lambs can
oo through. As fask as they are large
enough lo take out of the pens and put
wilh the flock wilh their mothers, they
can be allowed to go into an adjoining
pen, or room, where they can be fed
some grain. Bran and fine middlings,
that has been sweelened a little with
granulaled sugar, are excellent.

As soon as they begin to eat, leave
oul the sugar and add oais to the other
feeds. Feed only as much as they will
enl each half day and clean the trough
pach time before putling in a new sup-
ply. Lambs are very fastidious and will
not eat if there is the least bit of dirt in
or near the feed. Put some clover hays
where lhey can pick 1t over. Change
that which has been picked over for
[resh supply often.

—
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Continue to feed both lambs and ewes
grain as long as lhey are relained in
the sheds. If a regular and reasona¥u
supply of rools can be given the ewes,
it will help them lo give a larger
amount of milk and consequently pusl
the lambs along faster. After lhe sheep
are turned out to grass and are broughl
in al night it is a good plan to keep up
the grain feeding, leaving oulb the mid-
lings, if necessary, and [eed The bran
and oals.

If it is desirable to market the lambs
early they can be crowded right along
until they have ‘atlained the weights
{hat the market requires. To one who
has not followed this practice lthe re-
sulls will be surprising. I know In-
stances where lambs have gained a
pound per day, after the firsl month to
the lime of markeling.

FINISHING STEERS.
After being fed all winter on dry.

fonds, which to ‘a cerlain exient become
monotonous to the fatlening animal.
sleers will frequeéntly eal bul little else
when furned suddenly upon [resh pas-
lure. Inless they are Kept off the
grass for all but brief periods during the
first weeks, there will be a checking of
growlh due fo fthe [act thal the sucecu-
lent grass has disordered the digeslion
of the animals. Al the same lime Lhey,
will consumea more of the [resh palatable
grass, and will not eat enough of strong
nitrogenous or [fat producing foods.

This calls for careful regulation of
the diet of the growing steer when flrst
put upon green pasture, They should
be allowed enough wpalalable mixed feed
lo lake the edge from their appeliles, 8o
they will not feed heavily upon tha
grass when turned oul. 1t has been
found that a good feed of mixed grain,
early in the morning, followed by some
dry roughage will serve 1his purpose
best. If the sleers are then furned upon
ithe pasiure lhey will not overfeed on
the green forage. At this lime the con-
cenlrated meals and ground grains are
nol as good as properly mixed whola
grains, for the reason Lhat if lhese ara
fed in addition to lhe already exlreme-
ly laxative fresh grass, the animals will
be checked in growth.

A balanced ration cannot be sald lo
be furnished by early spring grass
alone. This early growth is largely
succulenl grass containing practically
no nitrogen or any fal producing mal-
ler.  For this reason considerable corn
wilh some dry allalfa hay or some of
the small grains, should form a part ol
the morning ration. The well mixed
feed composed of grain, such as oals,
barley, rye and corn, is, at this time, to
be preferred above one formed chiefly of
corn.

PREPARING TEAMS FOR WORK.

Horses just taken up aflter a long rest
do not need much grain at first, but the
quantily should be increased, little by,
liltle, as time advances and amount of
labor increases. We should remember
that the system is not in a condilion. Lo
digest and assimilate much feed at lirst,
but that the capabilities will increase,
gradually, as the syslem requires, to
maintain it under the increased effork
required to perform the extra amount
of labor. Increase in capabilities in
feeding and capabililies for labor can
be developed slowly at the same lime

under judicious management; bul &
horse that has been idle any greak

length of time cannot be transiormed
suddenly from the soft, flabby condi-
tion to a hardened condition capable of
sustained effort and endurance.

The man who really has a love for his
horses and seeks to give them a chance
to perform their part without injury to
themselves, as well as in a manner that
will be a profit to himself, will study
their needs under varying condilions,
as well as the character ol each indivi-
dual horse so as 1o be able to meel the
different requirements as they present
themselves. Such a man is aleil, never
allowing the harness to gall, or for lack
of proper  adjustment. He will not
worry one horse or pul him lo a disad-
vantage beside the other. Itis too often
lhe case that the owner and driver of
lhe horses need educaling and ‘lriining
first. When failures and lossés are met
wilh, many find the man behind the
leam is responsible.
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The Eagle—I have one great -advan-
age Over you. [ don’t need lo keep
dodging aulomobiles all the lime. Tha
Cow—No: but  juslt wait Lill they gex
these airships going.

MORE THAN THRIEL

MINUTES FAST.

—“\Will you an' th! Masler loime yer own eggfs i mornin, plaze,
s Gleels T do be havin' in the kilchen 1

5 fost.”
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