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CALIFORNIA DISASTER

A Scene of Desolation and Ruin in
San Francisco.

A despalch from San Francisco snys:
Of the scenes that marked
formalion of this, the gayest, the most
careless cily on the conlinent, into @
wreck and a hely, it is hard lo write.
That the day started with a blind gen-
eral panic goes wilhout saying. FPeo-
rle woke up with a slart to find them-
selves floundering on Lhe floor. In such
an earlkqualke as Lhis il is human 1n-
sltinct to gel out of doors, away [rom
falling walls. They stumbled across
the floors of their heaving houses Lo
fnd that even the good earth upon
which they placed Lheir reliance was
swaying and rising and falling, so thal
the sidewalks cracked and great rents
opened in the ground. The three min-
ntes which followed were an elernily
of terror. We learn here of al least
iwo people who died of pure fright in
that three minules when there seemed
no help on earth or Heaven. Therz
was a roar like a great burst of thun:
der, and from all about came the crash
of falling walls, Il died down al lasl,
leaving the earth quaking and quiver-
ing like jelly., Men would run for-
ward, slop as another shock, which
might be greater any moment, seemed
lo take lhe earth from under their feel,
and throw themselves face downward
o lhe ground in a perfect agony of

fear.
FOUND THEIR VOICES.

Il seemed to be two or three minutes
after the great shock was over before
peaple found their voices, There follow-
e! lhe screaming of women, besid»
themselves wilth terror, and the cries
¢l men. Wilh one impulse people made
for the parks as lar as possible from
falling walls. These speedilv became
packed with people in  their night
clothes, who screamed and moaned at
the litlle shocks which followed every
few minules. The dawn was jusl break-
ing, bul there was no olher light, as
the gas and eleclric mains were gone,
and the streel lamps were all oul. Bul
belore the dawn was while there cam:
n light fgom the east, the burning ware
house dislrict. The_braver men, with
no families to waleh over, struck out
to help. They were in Lthe early morn-
ing licht able to see the ‘business di -
frict of the city burning befor:» them.
From every direction came the {ire en-
gines, called from the oullying district.
by the general alarm rung in by (he as
gistanls of lhe dead cniel

CHINESE IN A FRIGHT

The spur of the quake ran up the hill
e, which Chinatown is situated, and
shook down part of the crazy lillle
Luildings on the southern edge. It
{ore down, too, <some of Lhe Italian ten-
emenls. The rush to Portsmouth Square
wint on almost unchecked by the po-
Lee, who had more business elsewhere.
The Chinese came oul of their under-
ground burrows like rals, and tumbled
irto the square, bealing such gongs
ond playing such nolsy instruments @8
they had snalched up. They were miet
on the other side by the refugees of the
Halian quarler.

The panic became a madness. Al
least two Chinamen were laken lo he
morgue dead of knife wounds, given
for no other reason, it seems, than the
madness of the panic. There are Ién
thousand Chinese in the quarter, and
there are lhousands of llalians, Spani-
ards and Mexicans on the eother ‘side:
It scemed as though every one of these;
together with the riff-raff of the Burbary

caast, made for thal one b ick of open |

lund.  The uncontrolled sireams met in
the centre of the sgquare and piled upon
the edges. There they fought all the

g untii the troops restored or-

~ BANKS REMOVE GOLD.

ilién, as the dawn broke and the
¢ily began to be overhung wilh
¢¢ of burning buildings, there
€ameé a back-eddy. Cabmen, hackmen,

the trans-|

drivers of express wagons and trucks,
hired at enormous prices, began carling
away from the lower city the valuables
¢l the holels.-which saw lheir doom  in
the fires which were breaking out every-
where, and the spurls of the gas mains.
Even the banks began lo take out lheir
hullion and securilies, and, under guard
of hall-dressed clerks. sent them to the
hills, whence came to-day the salvalion
rt San Francisco. One old nighthawi
cab driven by a cabman mad wilh ler-
ror carried more than $1,000,000 in cur-
rency and securilies.

Men pulling corpses or broken peo

ple from fallen buildings stopped W)
curse these processions as they pas:ed

Time and again a line of wagons and
cabs would run on to an impassible
barrier of debris, where some builing
had fallen inlo the street, and would
pile up till the guards cleared a way
through the streets.

SHOT DOWN THIEVES.

And then the wvandals formed and
went to work. Routed out from the
dens along the wharves, the rals rl
the San Francisco water front, the
drifters who have reached the Dback-
eddy of European civilization, crawled
cut and - began to plunder. Early in
the day a policeman caught one of these
men dropping through the window «f
& small bank on Monlgomery streel,
and shot him dead. Bul the police were

keeping fire lines, beating back over- |
zealous rescuers from the fallen houses |

and the burning blocks, and for a tiane
these men plundered al will. News of
this development was carvied early lo
tayor Schmitz, and it was this aos
much as anything which delermined him
and Gen. Funslon came over from the
Fresidio on the double quick wilh the
whole garrison of Uniled States lroops
v: put the cily under marlial law. Onr-
aers were issued to the troops to shool
anyone caught in the acl of looting, and
the same orders were issued to the
First Regiment, National Guard ol Cali-
fornia, when they were mustered and
called out later in the day. And all this
'me, and clear up unlil noon, the
earlh was shaking wilk liltle iremors,
many ol which brought down walls
and chimneys. Al each of these the res-
cuers, even the  firemen, would slop
for a iwoment, paralyzed. The 8
nclock, the heaviest after the big one,
drove even those who had determined
to slay by lhe stricken cily to look for
means of escape by waler.

A SAFETY COMMITTEE.

ITImm wias an open park opposile the
City Hall. Here, in default of a build-
ing, the Board of Supervisors mel and

themselves to the problem of providing
| quarters for the dying and dead. Me-
| chanics” Pavilion, across from the Cily

| I1all, had escaped, and il was pressed
linlo service al once. The police and the
jlr::n:zrpr;, working admirably together,
passed the word that the dead and in-
jured should be brought lhere, since
lhe hospilals and morgues had become
chioked, and foward that point, in the
early forenoon, thedrays., express wag-
ens, and hacks impressed as tempor-
gy ambulances, took lheir course,
“Tliere were perhaps 400 injured people,
many of them terribly mangled, laid
cutl en {he floor before noon.

DEAD AND INJURED.

Every physician in the city volunleer-
ed, and they got together encugh
Irained nurses to do the work. There
were fewer corpses, loo busy were the
[erees of order in stopping lhe conila-

[

gralion and caring for the living o
care for the dead. The first wagons

brought a whole family—{father, mother
and three children—all dead except
the baby, who had terrible cut

i

Where three chimnreys fell throug h the roof, killing a bridal couple and

yo hotei servant, and Injuring several

Iermed, togelher wilh 50 substantialy
cilizens whom 1lhey had galhered, a
cemmillee of saflely. They also ret

—

Map of the Stricken District Showing
by the Earthquake.
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Towns Badly Wrecked
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across the forehead and a hroken m-;:‘l,l
These had been dragged out from the |
ruins of their house, on lhe waler front. !

AS the day wore on, and the wind
changed, the fire along the waler front |
Llurned itself out, and ran on further
c'own Soulh Markel slreel, Except
for the fire the cily is in darkness. The
refugees coming over lale report  that
the parks ar filled with people sleep-
ing out of doors, under guard of 1he
troops. '

SAN FRANCISCO 1S GONE.

Unless all informalion is greally ex-
aggerated there remains nolthing left
of the cily except oullying suburbs, a
feww blocks on the waler fronl and a
narrow district of middle-class resi-
dences lving along Golden Gale Park.
Nc American cily was ever so nearly
destroyed as this, and oulsiide of the
corlhquake the fire is probably the
greatest in American history. The cily
has a populalion of more than 400,000
people. Nol more than one-fourth of
{liese can have escaped lo Oakland or
Ihe peninsula, and al least 300,000 people
must be homeless in the parks or the
Fresidio mililary reservation. All the
hospilals excepl lhe Iree City Hospital
have been destroyed, and they have

| parl of the lown.

Feen dragging the injured, sick and dy-
ing from place lo place of safely all
day Thursday. A late report by a Wesl-
ern Union wire direet Irom San Fran-
cisco confirms the despateh which Geoen,
Funston sent lo the War Deparlinent
early on Thursday evening. He said
then that lhe flames had crossed  Van
Ness Avenue, the dividing line belween
lhe betler residence district and the rest
of the city, and that lhe fown was
doomed. As a maller of fact, every-,
fhing worth menlioning exeept Lhis re-|
sidence dislriel was burned over or on
fire by the aflernoon. The flames [in-
iched with the district down-ltown, ran
scuth through what remained of Lhe
tenement digirict, extended oul through
lhe mission, a region of cheap res-|
dences, and leaped lo Nob Hill, where |
sland the greal mansions eof the earlv. |
day California millionaires. Belore Ih.-1t.i
lime the water supply had been wholly
exhausted. Even the scwers were !
sucked dry. At two o'clock Lhe firinen
trought to the volunleer helpers ihe
news ihat 1here was neo more dyna-
mite. It passed Irom maouth to mouth,

"NO MORE DYNAMITE!™

This ery was lhe doom of San
C1SCO.

As a last resort, Geén. Funslon emp-
lied Lhe artillery magazines of the' Pre-
sidio, and the troops and firemen tried
fo make a last stand at Van Ness Av-
enue, west of which lie lhe homes of
the rich and well-lo-do. Funston’s lele- |
gram at 8 o'clock on Thursday night |
showed that they had [ailed, and the|
Jate news over the direct wire conficm- |

Fran-

¢l this. |
Many must have died in the fire. At
least four men were shot during the

2|

day for looling. The unburied dead,
many of them half burned in the rnins,
are becoming a problem. It may be-
come necessary o sink many bodies
in the bay or ocean. Owing to the fire,
which caught many struclures before
lhe dead eonld be laken out of them. |
the real mortality will never be k]h:n-.-rL'
Il is hard to estimmale the loss of mon-
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ey. It may be said thal praclically al |
improvements on real eslale and 1'
great parl of the personal properly are|
gone, The loss will certainly he more!
than $200,000,000. The last assessment
roll gives the value of land and improve-
ments in San Francisco at $402.000.000,
The insurance held in San Franeisco
is estimated in New Yory atl from $350.-
06,000 to $390,000,000. This estimaleis
based on the paymeént of premiums. |
The housing of the homeless people who |
are sleeping in the parks and the mili- |
tary reservalion is going to be a great:
prablem. So, indeed, is their feeding.
No supplies can come inlo the lnwnj

al present. The people have been liv-
ing on ihe supplies aken frem groecery

Ll
Csuburban residenees, stand.

slores and handed out by the soldiers,
Ful the wholesale houses are gone with
their stores of provisions and slarva-
thon is imminent,

There is plenty of money in sight for
retiel.  The Goverament has appropriat-
a million dollars and at least half a
million is awailing order in New York.
The problem, however, is not so much
one of money as of ways and means of
frelling supplies through quickly.

This is absolulely lhe grealest disas-
ler thal ever overcame an  American
city, and one of the greal fires of his-
lory. Beside il the Chicago, Boston, and
IlﬂJliller‘ﬂ fires are almost unimport-
ant,

!

THE FIRE IS CGCHECKED.

sSan Francisco, April 21.—The fire is
rrobably checked. A turn of lhe wind,
which ecame late Friday night, blew it
Lack from the residence district, after
it had leaped the gap which lhe soldiers
had made wilh dynamile lo save that
The sleady weslern
Irade wind has set in. Telegraph Hill
and the terrilory aboulb it, a region cf
roor dwellings, had been passed by Llhe
main fire. This shaft of the wind blew
[he flames in that direclion, and Tele-
craph Hill burned all day Friday. DNus-
sian Hill is also burned over, except for
the small area on the sea slone: but if
the trade wind conlinues slrong, as it
probably will, the fire will be turned
bacle entircly on the area already burn-
cd over. There is every hope thal {he
rns will be cooling in a day or two.

Reports aboul the actual area of dam-
poe are conllicting. Il is probable.' how-
ever, that aboul {hree-quarlers of the
improvements on real eslate is destroy-
The, fringes bf the city, scaltered
Outside o
Ihal no considerable area is saved, ex-
cepl the beller residence dislriet of the
Weslern addition and_ Pacifie Heiohis.
LExecept for a few mansions of the rich,
some churches, and probably some su-

Lurban hospilals, every building in San |

Francisco is gone.

More than 200,000 people slepl last
night in the coneenlralion camps of the
Presidio, Goldem Gale Park and Fort
Mason. There was a shorlage of waler,
food was scarce and poorly distributed
and many wenl hungry and thirsly.
The city authoritiecs have been able to
rel al the waler mains, and hope lo
Lave drinking water by this morning.
The lroops are preparing anolher caon-
centralion camp in the hills of the Po-
tiero, south of lhe cily, where there is
aceess o a natural water supply.. Il 1s
noew passible to reach the ferry build-
ing by a route running around lhe edce
el the bay. Overthis route there was a

general exodus lo the farries yesterday.

The refugees wenl fo Oakland, where
there was al least a water supply. But
in Oakland, Y90, there appesrs to be a
shorlage of provisions. While somaoe
supplics must have reached the eity
yesterday, and the United States Govorn-

iment is doing everything to rush 1a-

lions, Gen. Funston has told the War
Depariment  that  there is imminent
danger of famine. This stands to rea-
son, for San Franciseo has never kent
more than three days ahead wilh ijls

| provision supply, and rauech of that must i
L =L I

have been destroyed in the fire,
Oakland is choked with refugees, who
are sleeping in the parks. or public

buildings, or being accammodated by
privale cilizens, = e 1’5@9@45’9 A

: ] _ Wy a3 while volunteer aid has been unsiinted.
Admiral  Goodrich Jlap }El} his | Santa Rosa has suffered lhe greatest
available forces yesterday =g ﬂl'E}' Will | disaster in her history, but lhe indomit-
h.--]p nz!t the exhausted __t;.'gu'; I'he | aple spirit of her people has been shown
[.'nwf?_rmtj,f of Calilornia, tghich is tem- | q)] alonng the line. :
pararily closed, has sentyowver ils ca-
d;:t hhml?!ilnm The ﬂuﬁ‘l]"-"_r;lﬂ!? Sal- B 4 E
cly has taken up the work aof i o
food stations. Mayor Se é:j;}{;i;]}l:],? Benjamin F. Esbenshade, of Laneaster,
pealed his proclamaltion, Jop ering cifi- | Pa.. aged sixty years, a civil war vet-
zens not o build ﬁrﬁﬂfﬁﬂ.‘ e N and | eran, has j'[]::;[ Fnr?pql il [ﬂlr‘[?p" days' [ast
cooking is sfill dnuﬁ-.jm__q'_'&ﬁ: _'.p“]n,lj.: made with the design of curing stomach
squares. Chimneys @res squfinshfe that [iroubles. A pint of waler daily was all
house fires would certainly ' irou- | that passed his lips. From 164 pounds
ble. et Nargmad his weight dropped to 104 pounds, and
The troops, lired and ier "“i"-:_ have |he is weak as a child, but he believes
had many conflicts wilh ldeters. There |himself cured.
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is an unconflirmed report that séveral

men were killed while trying to rob
the vaulls of the Mint, which hold
$200.000.000 in lreasure. There were
several olher instances of shooting for
robbery.
Mayvor Schmilz, Gen. Funsion and the
operators of the telegraph companies
a!ll agree in saying that the fire, while
still burning., will probably spread nae
farther, but -will burn itsell oul.
COMMONS VOTES S100,000.
Oltawa, April 20. — A vole of $100,-
O0G was passed in the Commons to-day
fcr the relief of the sulferers in San
I'raneisco. Hon., Mr. Fielding, Minisler
cl-Finanee, in announcing {he Govern-
menl’s inlention, said: *I have a mat-
lerr of urgency to bring up, wilh refer-
ence lo the disasler which has come up-
ol one of the greal cilies of the neigh-
boring Republie. I think {he informa-
Lion which has now reached us through
the press is sufficient to give assurance
Ihal the disaster-is of a very widespread
character, and lhere will be need of gen-
erous assistance from the liberal-mind-
ed people of the Uniled Slates aml olher
rarts of the world. At all events, T am
sure thal this Parliament, representing
the people who inhabil [he nerthern
half of the continent, will be glad to
share in the opportunity of ministeringr
in lhe assislance of our fellow-rmen n
San Francisco. 1 propose, therefore e
rresent a message from his Excellency
recommending a grant of £i00,000 as a
contribulion [rom the people ol Canada
I, the afilicted people of San Francis-
cu.”  (Applause.)

Mr. Borden, on behall of the Opposi-
lion, said: “1.do not think there are any
members of the House who will not
cordially support the Government in
this proposal. The disaster to the €Cily
nf San Franciseo i3 one which ahnost
gtageers our belief[—ane which we are
Fardly able to understand, We have
pad subslantinl  proofs in- lhe past of
the sympathy of the people of the Unit-
edd Slates, in times of disaster lo Cann-
dian eitizens. 1 wish merely o add
that, in lhe presence of an_ appealing
disasler such as thi¥, and for lhe pur-
pose of rendering aid on such ocaasions
a3 this, the two nalions are omre” {(Ap-
plause.)

The message was received and
ferred to the Committee of Supply.
WECONSTRUCTION NOW THE WORD
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San Francisco, April 23.—The greal
| bre 15 no longer a menace. s ashes
will smoulder [or weeks, but s an ac-

force it ended on Saturday morn-
ing, The last siroke*was the destrue-
tton on Friday night of almost a mile:
of docks and wharfage warehonses on
the northeastiern waleriront.

It is known that the loss of Hie will
Le heavier and that of properly some-
whatl less lhan in the hasty estimales
cent oub while Lhe fire raged. The san-
itary parties now syslemaltically search-

live

ing the ruins come across seqres cl
hodiesa in unsuspecled places. The.
chiel loss of life seemns 1o have been

in the large boarding houses and eheap
Lotels lying south of Markel sireel. In
o single seclion of the city adjacenit fo
ihe Union Iron Works 200 bhodies have
Feen cremated by lhe officials for sani-
lury reasons. Burial parlies are work-
ing sleadily, and it seems likely Lhat
the death list will be [ar above the fig-
ure of 250 set by the acling chief of the
fire brigade, may indeed be lwice thal
telal,

The properly loss is slill a maller ol
the wildest guesswork, figures ranging
from $200.000.000 as o minimum te E504.-
|GD0,000 as a maximum. The great
| down-lown  buildings, while injured
| badly by fire, scem to have stood the
earthquake remarkably well. The sleel
[rame skyserapers ean be repaired and
fitted for use in a week or two, and
hatels like the St. Franeis and Fairmont
are in the same posilion. The ulter
loss has beéen in lhe case of {limsy brick
Fuildings and of wooden structares,
which were swepl oul of exislence in
thousands. The plans for rebuilding
already under consideration look o
cvarding against both earlhguake and
hre by sleel conslruclion, and il is 0s-
Limaled that 250,000 tons of sleel frames
will he pul inte lhe down-lown section
o: " the new San EFrancisco,

There will be privation, bul no star-
vation in lhe destroyed ecily. Train-
iwnds of food supplies are arriving Irom
north, south and east, and 6. Fun-
<lonn and the Mavor are organizing ellec-
live ageneies for distribulion. There will
will be no lack of money for this work,
Already S11.8360.00 have been eonlri-
tuted, a sum large enough lo feed lhe
enfire population for at least twao
mionths, while thousands of lons eof food.
ciothing, lents and medical supplles are
Leing sent ferward. President Roose-
velt has inlireated in o very  courlepus
wards, but quite firmly, that the Uniled
“tales ecan lake care of the problem ‘n
San Franciseo and will not need naid
from abroad. It is probable that as this
intimalion was made on Salurday after
the Dominion Parliament took aclion
toeward granting $100.0600 the €anadian
conalion will be accepled.

SANTA ROSA'S DISASTER,

Sacramenlo, Cal., April 23. — Santa
| Rosa, in proporlion to its size, has sof-
| fered worse than San Framcisco. The
list of dead numbers about sixby, but
persons are missing and a sl
c1eater  number seriously  wounded.
| I'orly sailors from Mare Island, fully
equipped wilh apparitus, are working
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