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panese.

EIGHT DESTROYERS ESCAPE

— o

Repont That Remnant of Russian
Squadron Got Away Safely.

DESTROYELRS ESCAPIL.

A despatch to the London Tele-
graph from Cheioo says it is re-
ported that eight Itussian torpedo-
boat destroyers have escaped from
Port Arthur.

KAMIMURA 1S SCOUTING.

The Tokio correspondent of the
London Ixpress says that Admiral
Kamimura's squadren, which is be-
lieved to be somewhere in the south-
ern part of the China Sea, 18 r¢-
garded rather as an observing than

a fighting squadron.

It is mnot belicved that Admiral
Rojestvensky, commavding the Dal-
tic lleet, will come as far event as

Saigon, but Japan does not proposo
to be c¢aught napping., Practically
the whole of Admiral Togo's fleet is
ready to start southward at a day’'s
notice. I the Baltic fleect i1a sighted
he will abandon the blockade of
Port Arthur and sail to meet it. Tho
Ministry ol Marine is flooded with
applications from aflicers of admir-
al Togo's fleet for permission to
sorve with Admiral Kamimura,

CONCEALED IN WOOIL..

The London Times' correspoundent
at Pelin reports that the Chinese
have seized at the IFengtai station,
near IP’ekin, three million rounds of
Russian xifle amimunition consigned
to a Russian firm nt Tien-"1'sin, and
ovidently  designed for Port  Ar-
thur, The ammunition was conceal-
ed in Dbales of wool brought from
Kalgan on camels.

STILI. RUN DLOCKADE.,

A despateh to the London Times
from «#ckin savs that occasionally
junks with ammunition and_ provis-
ions stiH sucrced in runnisg the
blockade of FPort Arthur, although
the price paid ie costly. TFor every
junk that is successful it is ecatimat-
«d that three are sunk by the Ja-
As all contraband trans-
mctions are financed by the Russo-
Chinese Hank, detection is not diffi-
<cult.

LANDIED WAR MUNITIONS.

A despatch to” Tokio from Saseho
says that the DBritish steamship
King Arthur, which was captured by
the .Japanese guardship Asagiri onb
Dec. 19, while endeavoring to escape
from Port Arthur, had larded a
cargo of mrunitions of war outside
the harbor, under cover oif the bat-
tleship Sevastopol.

Only three seaworthy destroyers
are said te remain in Port Arthur.

——

PRESENTS FROM ENEMIES.

A despatch from Mukden says:—
Volunteers on the night of Dec. 21
occupied Japanese trenches opposite
their positiens. Three Krenches
were evacuated by the Japanese with
scaccely, a fight. The victors were
gurprised to lind a box lying in plain
view, ~ which they opened carefully,
fearing that it might contain ex-
plosives, but they found in it wine,
biscuits and sweets, and a letter in
Russian, politely requesting its ac-
ceptance, “‘from disturbing neigh-
bors,"’

RUSSIANS REDPULSED.

A despalch ifrom CGeneral Oku's
Headquarters, via I'usan, says:—
The Russians along the front of Gen-
eral Oku’s army during the night
of Dec. 20 made a determined attack
on Lamuting but were driven back
with heavy loss. The Japamese sus-
tained no casualties.

Dismounted Russian cavalry at-

- tacked the cavalry on the extreme
left of the Japancse line on the
night of Dec, 20-21, but were ve-

pulsed with heavy loss.
Small detachments of Russians
nightly attacks the Japanese out-

posts and patrols but with no suc-
CTEss.

b
OCCUPIED THIZE HEIGIITS.

A despatch received at Tokio by
telegraph on Thursday from the Ja-
panese army -before Port Arthur
says:— :

“The rieght column oi the army at
S5 o'clock 'Bhussday morning, taking
advantage of the enemy'’s exeite-
ment, drove thom off an eminence
north of Housanyentao on Pigeon Bay
and occupied the position, and at
7 o'clock dislodeed the enemy from
A height on the peninsula west of
Housanyentao, which we occupied,
capturing one small gun. After the
Japanese occupation of the positions
the enemy . made a counter-attack,
but was immediately repulsed. At
present our occupation of the posi-
tion is practlically secure.”

*’i
AN EXCUSE TO END WAR.

A despatch to St. Petersbure says:

The Russian authorities have re-
ceived information confirmatory of
the Novoe Vremya's statement of

Wednesday regarding the Chinese sit-
uation, indicating that the Japaness
influence is predominant not only in
the anti-forcign societies, but in the
army and at Pekin, forcing the con-
viction here that the situation is
becoming eritically dangerous, The

is
] : : !
| Dolores, and the situation is said to |

belief prevails that in the Spring
Japan, under the cover of an actual
or threatened rising in China, will
seek to secure Lhe inlervention
thoe powers to end the war.

proclamations circulating in China
are printed in Japan.
JAPS DRIVEN I'ROAM IPORT.

According to the Chefoo corre-
spondent of the London Daily Tele-
graph it is reported there that the
Hanking fire from other forts and
the explosion of Russian mines have
forced the Japanese to evacuate It-
seshan fort, northward of 203-Metre
Hill, with serious losses. It is stat-

jed that Gen. Nogi, the Japanese
|commander at Port Arthur., has
lasked for 60,000 reinforcements. |

north.

Coneurrently with the blowing up
of Kikwanshan fort a Russian shell
|struck the fort on 203-Metre Hill,
rexploding a store of shells and gren-
ades the Japanese had gathered
there. Great damage was done, and
there were many casualties.

The unnamed height that was cap-
tured by the Japanese at the same
time they captured the Kikwanshan
if{u't is called ‘Taotishan. It -
crowned by a newly constructed Rus-
‘sian fort. After the Japanese
!{‘E[JLIH‘ELI it the Russians bombarded
the position, but the Japanese guns
on 203-Metre I1ill protected if, and
the Russian fire slackened. Since
then there has heen desultory firing.

The wvalue of Kikwanshan fort at
present is less then 203-Metre Hill,
hecause it is more or less command-
ed from the neighboring hills, ecspeci-
ally one 130 yards to the westward,

which must be sapped. It is esti-
mated that the Japanese losses in
taking Kikwanshan fort were only

400

GUNS CAPTURED.

A despatch from Washington says:
The following  cablegram, dated
Tokio, Wednesday, has been received
at the Japanese Legation:—

“Port Arthur army reports
trophies at the battle of the north
fort of Tukeehwanshan were four
quick-firers, whercof {wo are usabloe,
four machine guns, all usable, and
five field guns, which are under ex-
amination, besides rifles, shells, am-
‘munition, grenades, ete.”

our

SIEVASTOPOL DISABLED,

A despatch from Tokio says: Ad-
miral Togo, who has personally made
a series of observations of the Rus-
sian  battleship Sevastopol, tele-
graphs to the Navy Department ex-
pressing Lhe opinion that the Sevas-
topol is disabled., Great weight is
attached to Tozo's perzonal obser-
vations ana opinion, instanced by
the fact that when the®Tlussian bat-
tleship Petropavlovsk was sunk To-
go was one of the few officers of the
entire Japanese fleet whose eye
caught the wvision of speedy disaster.

Commander Yezoe, who was Kkilled
while torpedoing the Sevastopol, has
been promoled and has been given
other posthumous honors.

STEAMER: RUNS BLOCKADL.

A despatch to the Londen Daily
Telegraph from Chefoo says that the
pleamer Lady Mitchell, fying sthe
Pritish flag and having a Norwegian
crew, reached Toet Arthur from
Tsingtae last Saturday night. She
carried a carge of ammunition and
dynamite, and took advantage of a
enowstorm to rum the .Japanese
blockade of the 'port.

BOATS STILL SEAWORTHY.

A despatch from St. Petersbuwg
says:—While declining to give de-
tails, the Admiralty admits that
Russian advices from Port Arthur
sent by Gen. Stoessel substantially
confirmed the Japanese advices of
the partial wrecking of the Russian

ships in the harbor and the censor
has been instructed to permit the
publication of the despatches. It is
claimed that several of the larger
shipa and a respeciable numhber of
torpedo-boat destroyers are still
seaworthy, but that they are not

being considered as a factor in the
coming fight between Admiral Togo's
ships and the Russian second Pacific
ﬁfil[aitlr':Jal, If the fortress is relieved
It is believed that most of the ships
will be raised and saved.

The reports that a J Apaneso
squadron of 40 wvessels had already
salled to meet the second Pacific

squadron is recarded at the Admir-
alty hero as being incorrect and cir-
culated for a purpose.
&
SCOUTS AMBUSHED.

Thirty-Seven American 'TIGCII)B
Slain in Philippines.

A L dospatch from Manila
The Pulajanes have ambushed
killed at Dolores, on the Island of
Samar, a lieutenant and 37 enlisted
men of the 38th company of native
scouts. Two thousand Pulajanes, it
l'FI'I:]l'h‘:.:.I, threaten the totwn of

SAVS—

and

| be critical. Lieut. Abbott, in com-
manid of the scouts, has requested
that aid be sent him,

ol |
Ihrect |
evidence exists that the ."l.nli—f::ul'vignl

Many have already arrived from the |

had |

THE WORLES MARKETS

REPORTS FROM THE LEADING
TRADE CENTRES.

Prices of Cattle, Grain, Cheese,
and Other Dairy Proauce
at Home and Abroad.

Toronto, Doc. 27.—Wheat—No. 2
white and red Winter quoted at 97
to 98c ountside; No. 2 goose quoted
at 84 to Bic east and No. 2 Spring
at 93¢ east. Manitoba wheat un-
changed; No, 1 Northern quoted at
$1.04; No. 2 Northern, 99¢ and No.
d Northern at 93¢, Georgian ‘Bay
ports. Grimding in tramsit prices
are 6¢ above those quoted.

Oats—No. 2 white is quoted at 32
to 324c low freights, and at 312c
north and west: No. 1 white is stea-
dy at 32} to 33c west.

Barley—No. 2 quoled at 45¢ mid-
dle freights. No. 3 extra, 43c: and
No. 3 at 4lc middle freights.

Peas—The market is steady, with
dealers quoting 67 to 68¢ at out-
side points.

Corn—The market is quiet, with
new Canadian quoled at 42 to 43¢
wost, puaranteed sound. New Am-

erican yellow, 52¢ on track, Toronto

land new mixed at 5Hlie, Toronto.

Rye—The market is unchanmged at
74 to 75c¢ at outside points.

Buckwheat—The market is quiet
and steady, with No. 2 quoted at
ole  high freight, and at 52¢ low
freight,

IFFlour—Ninety per cent. patents are

quoted at $4.25 to $1.40 in buyers’ |

sacks, castfor west. Straight roll-
ers ol special brands, for domestic
trade, in bbls. $4.795 to $5. Mani-
toba flours unchanged. No. 1 pa-
tents, 85.40 to $5.50; No. 2 pa-
tents, $5.20 to $5.30, and strong
bakers’, $4.90 to $5.10 on track,
Toronto.

Milliead—At outlside points bran

is quoted at $14.50, and shorts at
$17.50 to $18. Manitoba bran, in
sacks, $18 and shaorts at £21.

COUNT&®RY PRODUCE.

Apples—The market is firm for
choice stock at $1.75 to $2.25 per
barrel; cooking apples, $1 to $1.50
per barrel,

Beans—Trade is fair, and Prices
unchanged, with prime quoted at
$1.35 to $1.40, and hard-picked at
$1.45 to $1.50.

Cranberries—The market
changed at $8 per barrel.

Hops—The market is unchanged at
32 to 35¢, according to quality.

Honey—The market is quiet, at 7%
to 8c per 1b. Comb honey, $1.50
to $2 per dozen.

Hay—Car lots of No. 1 timothy
are quoted at $8 to $8.50 on track
here, and No. 2 at $6.50 to $7.

Straw—Car lots are quoted at $6
to $6.25 on track, Toronto.

Potatoes—Car lots are quoted at
75 to 80e¢ per bag, on track: jobbing
lots at 90c to $1.

Poultry—Spring chickens, 8 to 9e¢:
hens, 54 to Tc per 1b; ducks, 9 to
10c per lb; geese, 8 to 9¢ per 1Ib.:
turkeys, dry plucked, 12 to 13c; do.,
scalded, 10 to 1le per Ib.

18 un-

THE DAIRY MARKETS.
Butter—Iinest 1-1b, rolls, 18 to
183¢; ordinary to choice large rolls,
16 to 18¢; low to medium grades,
14 to 15c; creamory prints, 22 to
23c; solids, 20 to 21c.
Eggs—The receipts are moderate,

and prices are steady. Case lots of
resh are selling at 22 to 28c per

dozen, and limed ‘at 20c.

Cheese—The market is firmer, with
!ar_g‘e cheese quoted at 10%c¢, and
twins at 11ic per 1b.

HOG PRODUCTS.

I}r?nsﬁl hogs are unchanged, with
offerings moderate. Car lots are
quoted at $6 to $6.25. Bacon,

long clear, 8 to 8ic per Ib. in case
lots; mess pork, $14 to $14.50: do.
short out! $17.50 to $18. I

Smoked meats—Hams, light to
medium, 12 to 132ic; do., heavy, 113
to 12¢; rolls, 9 to 94c; shoulders, 854
to 9¢; backs, 14 to d4ic; breakfast
bacon, 121c,

Larvd—Tierces, 7ic; tubs, 8¢; pails
8ic, ;

BUSINESS AT MONTREAL.

Montreal, Dec. 27.—Grain—Oats,
140 to 40lc for No. 8 in store here:;
No. 3, 839 to 89ic¢; dorn, new Ameoer-
ican yellow, &1 to 55¢, guaranteed
to arrive sound; 60¢ in store for No.
3  mixed; buckwheat, 541 to 55c.
Flour—Manitoha patents, $5.80. and
strong bakers’, $p5.50; high Ontario
blended patents, $5.75 tu'&;ﬁ.E!J, in
wood; choice, 90 per cent patents.
55.50 to $5.60 in wood, and 25¢ per
bbl, less in shippers’ new Dbags:
straight vollers $2.50 to $2.55 and
<2 to d0c extra in wood. Rolled
oats—352.124 to $2.13 per bag, and
24,50 to $4.85 in bbls. Teed—On-
tario bran, in bulk at $17 to $17.-
ol; shorts, 319 to $20: Manitoba
bran, im bags, $§17 to $18: shorts at
321. DBeans—Choice primes, $1.40
to $1.45 per bushel, $§1.05 to $137E
in car lots, I'rovisions—Heavy Can-
adian short cut pork, $16.50 to 817-
20; light short cut, $16.50 to $17:
American clear fat backs, $20: com-
pound lard, 6} to 7<; Canadian lard.
62 to T4c; kettle-remdered, 8% to
U3c; hams, 12 to 18c; bacon, 12 to
13¢; fresh killed abattoir hogs, $7.-
20 to $7.25; heavy fat hogs, $4.75
to 35; mixed ‘lots, $5 to $5.15: se-
loctt s, 50.20 to o2.30, Ofl CATrS.,

white, 10X to
103 to 10%c; Quebec,
to 10ec. Butter—I'inest grades,
to 21ic: ordinary finest, at 20 to
to 19:c,
to 16ic.

Chease—Ontario Fall
101¢c: colored,
93
21
203c; medivm grades, 187
anmd Western dairy at 153

Bggrs—Select new laid, 23 to 24c,
and straight gathered, candled, 20

to 21¢c; No. 2, 15¢ to 16ec.

UNITED STATES MARKETS.

Buffalo, Dec. 27.—Flour—Steady.
Wheat—Business light; Spring, No. 1

Northern, $1.18; Winter, No. 2 red,
$1.20, Corn—Firm; No. 38 yollow,

49%c; No. 3 corn, 4dc. Oats—Firm:
No. 2 white, 35¢c; No. 2 mixed, 33]c.
Barley—Western, in store, 45 to 55c.

Milwaukee, Dec. 27.—Wheat—No. 1
Northern, $1.13 to $1,15: No. 9
Northern, $1.06 to $1.09; May, $1.-
111 to $1.11} asked. Rye—No. 1,
774c. Barley—No. 2, 52¢; sample,
36 to 50c. Corn—No. 3. 43 to 43 Lc;
May, 145 to 453c asked.

Duiuth, Dec, —Wheat—No. 1
Northern, $1.10: No. 2 Northern,
$1 04; December, $1.10: May, $1.13.

pr
Fy |

LIVE STOCK MARKET.

Toronto, Dec, 27.—The demand for
thoicest classes was well maintained,
but medium heifers and steers and
cows were not in active enquiry,
[Togs were weak and unchanged,
while lambs were 5 points higher.

Tha following were the rango
prices:—

Exporwers’ caltle were quoted
$4.25 to $4.90 per cwt,

The following were quotations giv-
en for butchers’ cattle:—Select but-
chers’, $4.85 to $4.50; good butch-
ers’, loads of, $3.78 to $4.25: fair
to good, $3.50 to $3.70; cows, $2.-
50 to $3.12%; common to rough, $1.-
25 to $2.

ol

at

The following was the range of
 prices  prevailing in stockers and
feeders:—Feeders, short-keops, 1,200

to 1,275 lbs., $3.50 to $3.60: stock-
ers, 600 to BOO lbs., $2.25 to $2.75:
stockers, 400 to G600 lbs., $1.40 to
$2; bulls, 900 to 1,200 lbs., $1.75
to §3.

The prices of sheep and lambs were
as follows:—IExport ewes, 84 to $4 -
=3; export bucks, $2.50 to $3 per
cwt.; cull sheep, B2 to $3 each:
lambs, $5.25 to $5.90 per cwt.

Calves sold at 3 to Hlic per
and $2 to $10 ecach.

Hogs were unchanged at $4.75 for
selects, 160 to 200 1lbs. of prime
bacon quality, off cars, Toronto: $4 -
selects, 160, to 200, 1bs. of prime
bacon quality off cars, Toronto, $4.-
50 for fats and lights.

4
SERIOUS STATE OF AFFAIRS

e

Pennsylvania and Ohio Mills With-
out Water,

29

b,

A I’ittsburg despatch says: It is
feared that within the next ten days
almrost  every industry in Wastern
Pennsylvania and Tastern Ohio will
have to close down. The drouth is
the worst in the history of this part
of the coumtry. The weather bureau

cannot see any relief in sight. There’

is only hall a foot of snow on tho
level. If this melted it would only
be equal to six-tenths of an inch of

rain and it will take at least one
inch of rain Dbesides to be of any
benefit.,

The Edgar Thompson Steel Plant
has ordered a large part of the plant
to close down. The furnaces have no
coke, and the boilers are all corrod-
ed with the sulphur from the coal
mines.

In the country districts, especlally
in the mountains nothing but melted
enow can be had for watering stack
or for house use. Firemen have hung
up their hose in sceres of tewns.
Mines have closed after using sulphur
water until corrosion had eaten boil-
ers and pipes to a shell. This is
working a hardship as fuel cannot be
had. The south is suffering for coal,
and not a mine along the Mononga-
hela River is in operation. Streams
that have never been dry within
memory of man, have not been cov-

ered with water for a month. and
pools are frozen solid.
Workmen at the National Tubo®

Works, the 'DuQuesne and Homestead
Mills say conditions at those places
cannot be explained, and orders -to
close down are cxpected hourly. The
furnaces of the Shanango and Mah-
aning Valleys have only two more
weeks coke on hand. Even if the
Connellsville region can supply the
coke, the railroads cannot haul it,
and this at a time when the boom
in iron and steel is at its best.

The Pennsylvania and the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroads are sulfer-
ing from the dreuth. Most of the
engines being used by the Pennsyl-
vania between here amd Hawrishurg
have been disabled by the cating
away of the boilers which has been
caused by the poor water used. The
troughs lying between the tracks
which held water that the engines
scooped up in passing, are dried up
and the engines must be supplied
from other reservoirs of water at
the disposal of the company,

+
WANDERER IN THE WOODS.

——

Man Found at ‘‘Soo’’ Crazed by|

Cold and Hunger,

A despatch ifrom Sault Ste. Marie
says: On Wednesday a man avas found
wandering in the woods about three
miles from here in a crazed vondition
through sullering from cold and
hunger. His name is suppesed to be
Griggs, but nothing can be learned
as to where he came fromn or who
his relotiyves are. About a year ago
he went into the woods 25 miles, and
built a log cabin, and lived on what
he could. kill and dig from the

ground. He was taken to the hospi-
tal, but is as yet unable to tell his
story onn account of his sufferings.

He seoms to be a et O mystery.

[

A POWERFUL GUN.

Navies Would Be at the Mercy of
New Cannon.

A Paris despatch says:—Great in-
terest has been caused here by recent
experiments. with a new dannon,  a
secret  invention. The most cecerd®
tests were made at Havre last Sun-
day in the presence of M, Bertaaux,
Minister of War, and fifty deputies
and senators.

The new cannon has a calibre of
94 inches, firing a projectile weigh-
ing 359 pounds. The principal merit
of the vention is its extreme sim-
plicity of mechanism. Three men
can operate it; one to sight and ona
to attend the breech, while the du-
ties of the third are a secret depends
ing upon Lthe invention.

The shell fired has a muzzle velo-
city of five hundred metres (1,640
feet), a second and produces a whia-
tling noise heard a mile and a halé
away,

Sp powerful is the force of the
shot, it is said, that no ship of any
navy would be able to withstand it.
Although fired 480 times, the gun
was apparently undamaged, whereas
usually the life of a big cannon is
five hunrdred shots.

A I'rench military expert, discuss-
ing the new cannon, estimates that
one hundred such cannon would
adequately protect the entire coast
of I'rance. The cost of the cannon
s said to be $100,000 including its
quota of projectiles,

- |
TRIED TO SAVE HIS CASH

Winnipeg Real Estate Owner
Burned to Death.
A Winnipeg despatch says: John

Currie, an old resident of the eity,
was cremated’ in his house, which
was destroyed by fire a féew minutes
after midnight, or IFriday, and resi-
dents of adjoining buildings had nar-
row escapes from sharing his horri-
ble fate. I’robably only the fortu-
nate discovery of the accident by a
passing pedestrian, and the prompt
action of neighbors, averted a holo-
caust of the people. The flames werae
eating into the other buildings when
the brigade arrived. The buildings

were of frame structure, clogse tao
Loouise DBridge. When the brigada
arrived a ghastly sight awaited
them. The dead body of the old
man lay near the door, where ha

had fallen when overcome in an ef-
fort to escape. The remains Wwera
burned to a crisp, and evidently ha
had sacrificed his life in attempting
to save a cash-box, which was found
under his head,

4
TH E PROFITS OF WAR.

Krupps Make a Tremendous Sum
on Their Year’'s Work. .

A Berlin despatch says: The first
balance sheet of the firm of Frived-
rich Krupp, Limited, just issued,
shows a gross profit on the year's
working of just five million dellars.

Rather more than half this sum
goes to depreciation account, work-
men's pension, and other funds, and
the reserve fund, leaving $2,200,000
to pay a dividend of six per cent. on
the capital. The capital amounta to
£40,000,000 in 160,000 shares, 159,-
996 of which belong to I'raulein
Bertha Krupp and four to as many
high officials in the company.

Private telegrams from Ilssext
state that the section [or the manu-
facture of naval material is working
at high pressure, large orders hav-
ing been received by Krupps both
from Russia and Japan for armor
plates and gun barrels.

; .
RABIES DUE TO EFEAR.

Chicago Man Died of the Disease

Haq Feared. :

A Ohicago despatch says:—Fred
Johnson, 32 years old, is dead En%
hydrephobia, although he declargt

he never had been bitten by a madd
dog. He became ill last Sunday
and some time before his death at-
tacked his wife and two small child-
ren. Then he was fastened to save
the family from injury during his
attacks of frenzy. Johnson ownal
a pet dog which last July was bit.
ten by a rabid dog, and the man
constantly worried over the matter.
Finally a policeman Killed the pet.
A physician diagnosed Johnson's
case and declared the man ©on-
tracted rabies because he constantly
was fearing hydrophobia.

B -
TRAINS MET IN A FOG.

Killed and Injured
French Railway Wreck.

Many in

A Paris despatch says: During a
dense fog, which completely disor-
ganized traflic, the London-Boulogne
express ran into the Lille express
outside the North Station, om Fri-
day, :'-anm.:a'kl\ing the last carriage of
the Lille éxpress. Six corpses have
heen recovered, and it is feared that

mora are under the engine. A score

of wourded have been taken to hos-

pitals. All the victims are FFrench.
R

BIG QOIL PROPERTY DEAL.

275 Acres of Property in Petrolia
Sold.

A Petrolea, Ont., despatch says:
One of the biggest oil property deals
put through here for some time was
negotiated on Iriday, when Messrs
Dr. J. . Wilkinson and John Me-
Cart sold their entire interests - in
the 275 acres of oil property to
New Xork capitalists.
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