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They Say Port Arthur s Provisioned
for Nine Months.

JAT’S DRIVEN BACK.

A  correspondent of the London
Daily News, who has just arrived at
Chefoo, .from Port Arthur, which
place he left ‘Thursday, says that
although 25,000 Japancse have land-
ed north of Port Arthur the garrison
there (8 not dismayed.
provisioned for nine months. 'The
garrisun numbers 15,000 men, ex-
clusive of 30,000 Chinese coolics.
The correspondent denies that Add-

miral Togo's bombardments were ef- |

fective. He says that not a single
gun was disabled. The populated

parts of the cily were slightly dam-
uged but the arsenals and dockyards
were not injured. The Retvizan 18
permanently disabled. The Askold
has been docked, and is being repair-
cd. The other ships are not injured.

The warships are able to get to
sen as the channel has been cleared.
Two cruisers and two torpedo-hoat
destroyers steamed outside last
Sunday,

The garrison holds all the good po-
sitions within 20 miles of the for-
tress. A batlalion of Japanese ad-
vanced last Sunday from Kin-Chau
Bay. They were met with artillery
fire, which was followed by a charge
of the Cossacks. The Japancse re-
treated, leaving ecighty-five dead cn
the ground.

JAPS ENTERED DALNY.

The Chicago Daily News publishes
the following from its Chefoo corres-
pondent :—

“When the Daily News despatch
boat IF'awn arrived off Dalny early
yesterday a heavy bombardment was
fn progress. As the channel was
thickly mined by the Russians, and
the Japanese Admiral Kataoka had
issued strict orders that non-comba-
tant boats were to be excluded, it
was impossible to get within the
roadstead. Hence an accurate re-
port of the proceedings is impossible.

**So far as it was possible to as-
certain, the armored cruiser Yakumo,
four other cruisers, one gunboat, and
one battleship, having cleared the
channel, entered the harbor shortly
after daylight and began a  heavy
fire, which was still in progress at
noon.

“It is estimated that 20,000 Jap-
anese troops are investing the town,
and there is every reason to helieve
that they delivered the assault that
afternoon, and arc now in possession
of the city.

“Tt is estimated that Lhe !anding
of the second army was completed on
Friday at Pitsewo. 'There are now
50,000 Japanese troops on the pen-
insula."’

RUSSIANS OUTNUMBERED.

Gen. Kuroki, commander of the
first Japanese army corps, reports
the occupation of Kaun-Tien-Cheng,
sixty miles north-cast of Feng-Wang-
Cheng, on May 7. Seioyin, sixty
miles cast of Lino-Yang, was ovccu-
pied Thursday, while the rumor that
Siuyen was occupied after an ¢n-
gagement leads to the deduclion that
the Japanese plan is to mask 1’ort
Arthur with a relatively small force,
and to endeavor to envelop and de-
stroy Gen. Kouropatkin's force be-
fore it can be organized and reinforc-
ed. The St. Petersburg estimate of
the number of Japanese actually
landed is taken as probably near the
truth, that is, ecight divisions of 23,-
000 men each. There may be more,
but the available statistics show
even as matters stand that the IRRus-
sian field force is inferior to tihe
armies advancing against it,

The Times cstimates that Gen.
Kouropatkin has more than 100,000
men and 256 guns, apart from |his
heavy guns, to defend 100 miles
of ront from New-Chwangs to Muk-
den. These are drawn up parallel to
his line of communications, and there
is8 only a single line of retreat.
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JAPS CLOSING IN.

A despatch to the ILondon Daily
Mail from Shan-Hai-Kwan says that
bandits are gradually approaching
New-Chwang. For three nights in
succession there has been  sharp
fighting with them, and a number of
the marauders have been killed. The
evacuation of New-Chwang by 1the
Russians is almost completed. Only
A small force remains in the fort.
Communication with Port Arthur
has not been restored. The Chinese
state that the Japanese are closing
in on all sides of New-Chwang.

TORPEDO BOAT DESTROYED.

The Japanese torpedo boat No. 48
was destroyed while removing mines
from Kerr Bay, north of Talienwan
(Port Dalny) on Thursday. Saven
men  were killed and seven were
wounded. This is the first warship
Japan has lost in the war.

The torpedo boat was lost
a scries of - bombardments
veying operations at Talienwan,
Neep and Kerr BRays, by Admiral
Kataova, commander of the third
squadren. The Admiral arrived at
Kerr Eay carly in the morninz, and
detached the cruisers Itsukushima,
Nisshin, and Mivako, ordering them

and sur-

The place is |

during |

a flotilla of torpedo boats swept the
harbor of mines. A second {lotilla of

tearpedo boats, which had been en-
|;;ngcd in guarding Port Arthur the

| previous night, joined the squadron
| and began the work of surveying the
‘harbor. The Miyako discoverod a
company of Russian infantry with a
'detachment of cavarly on shore and
'dispersed them. The survey was
‘completed at 8 o'clock in the after-
'noon.

‘'wo torpedo boats that were re-
connoitrine and removing mines  on
the west shore of Kerr BDay discover-
ed a telegraph line running along the
Takushan Peninsula. In order to de-
stroy it, Lieut. IHotte and four sail-
lnra landed and scaled the heights un-
der the protection of the guns of the
torpedo boats, and cut the line,

The Japanese vessels then discov-
| ered three bodies of Russian troops,
|one large and two small ones, where-
upon the squadron advanced close to
the shore and shelled them.

The Miyako, which was reconnoit-
ring in Neep Bay, discovered a Rus-
sinn guard post on a mountain to
the northwest of Robinson promon-
tory, and destroyed it.

A Russian force, estimated at ten
companies, took refuge behind an
eminence, but it was dispersed by the
Japanese. Torpedo boats Nos. 48
and 49 discovered a large mine Iin
Kerr Bay. The various attempts to
blow it up failed and it suddenly ex-
ploded itself, cutting No. 48 in two.
The torpedo bbat sank in seven min-
utes. The squadron hurried boats to
the rescue and picked up the wound-
ed. Three other mines were discov-
ared and  exploded. The squadron
completed its operations at 6 o'clock
in the evening, and returned to its
base,
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30,000 AT PORT ARTIIUR.

The presence of Gen. Pock at Port
Arthur, which was announced in
Wednesday's St. Petersburg despatch-
es5, was not previously known here,
It possibly indicates that the garri-
son is far stronger than the Russi-
ans have admitted.

Gen. Pock commands the Fourth

Siberian Rifles, numbering 10,000
men. If these troops are at FPort
Arthur, the garrison probably num-

bers 30,000. Such a large force will
render the investment of the place
very difficult unless the Japanese are
able to concentrate three times that
number.

The rumors that the Japanese have
cut off Port Arthur's water supply is
ridiculed. The chief supply is ob-
tained by condensing sea water. Only
the Chinese residents use wells.

JAPS PUSIIING CAMPAIGN.

Much wuncertainty exists at St.
Petersburg as to exactly what is oc-
curring at “the theatre of war, as
much in regard to the Ilussian move-
ments as to those of the enemy. Gen.
Kouropatkin's plans are emost care-
fully guarded. Although he is be-
lieved to be concentrating troops near
Liao-Yang, very little actual infor-
mation on the subject i1s obtainable.
The general impression, however, is
that heavy fighting will occur with-
in a fortnight.

Advices received by the general
stafil indicate that the Japanese are
pushing the campaign in Southern

| a "
' Manchuria with great energy. The
rainy season, Which will render the

|roads almost imgassable, begins in
| six weeks, and the latest belief here
is that the enemy hopes to make his
position secure by a decisive engage-
ment  before the rains set in. The
army organ Dbelieves that at least
eight divisions of the enemy, not
counting 20,000 men in the lower
part of the Liao-Tung Peninsula, are
in Southern Manchuria. As te the
|force advancing along the litoral
|from tha Yalu, where it is believed
|another army has landed, informa-
| tion is very incomplete,

The three divisions of Gen. Kuro-
Kis army separated at Feng-Wang-
Cheng. According to the reports of
:lhc Russian scouts, 10,000 infantry
‘with 40 guns and 1,500 cavalry,
| moved north to Samatzy (Sai-Ma-Ki)
| Whenee they could strike either Muk-
\dem or Liao-Yang. The flank of this
| force is protected by a battalion of
!inl’untl‘;;.-', three squadrons of cavalry,
jand a mountain battery at Kuang-
| Chan-Siang. A division of Japanese
| Guards proceeded west to Hai-Cheng
land 10,000 infantry, with fifty guns,
| mostly mountain pleces, moved
 south-west toward Kal-Ping and
' reached the Slidzaypu ford of the
Ta-Yang River Tuesday, leaving on
Wednesday for Suyan-Chou. How
many reserves came up behind them
'on the Feng-Wang-Chene road is not
known.

All of these forces.
traveline, are due
f!‘.innn Sunday or Monday. The NRus-
| sians are in the dark as to the place
'where to await the Japanese attack.

at the rate of

It is considered possible that the
'northern force will be heavily rein-
forced, and that a simultanrous at-

| tack of the southern force will clear

at their destina- |

to move directly north-

Fass

i the enamy
ward and strike the Iussian flank at
Liao-Yang or Mukden.

MUST WIN A FIGHT.

A despatch to the London Stand-
ard, from St. Petersburg, says there
are persistent rumors of a serious
disturbance at Warsaw, and that a
high official has been killed. The
feeling i3 increasing that a successful
battle 1s very necessary to ensure in-
ternal order in Russia.

VLADIVOSTOCK MENACED.

A St. Petersbuarg report represents
the appearance of a Japanese tor-
pedo boat in the roadstead of Palla-
da, on the north-east coast of Corea,
ns beingr more important than was
at first believed. 1t says that trans-
ports, accompanied by torpedo boats,
have arrived there. This is sup-
posed to indicatle a landing near
Viadivostock.

Another report says it is doubtful
whether thie vessels arc transports or
warships.

CLEARING THE CHANNEL,

The St. Petersburg correspondent
of the London Daily lixpress says :—

“I learn from official sources that,
so [ar from blowing up their war-
ships, which would be done only at
the very last extremity, the garrison
at Port Arthur is engaged in clear-
ing the entrance of the harbor, which
was more or less completely blocked
by the stone-laden ships sent in by
the Japanecse for that purpose.

“The task is one of extreme diffli-
culty, for the merchantmen are fill-
ed with stone, concrete, and masses
of iron. In order to remove the ob-
structions, divers have been sent
down with drilling apparatus to bore
holes in the ‘cargo’ for placing dy-
namite charges in clfective positions.

““The divers have been at work for
several days, and, oaccording to the
latest reports, have sufficiently clear-
ed the channel to admit the passage
of torpedo-boat destroyers.'

HUGE ELEVATOR RURNED.

1,600,000 Bushel Structure at
Fort William Destroyed.

A T'ort Wililam, Ont., despatch
says: Elevator B, one of the mam-
moth grain slorage houses at this
point, is now a smouldering heap of
ashes. At about 12.30 on Wednes-
day night A. Macdonald, the night
watchman, found the structure on
fire. Tt was with difficulty that he
made his way to the engine-room and
blew a long blast on the whistle. In
less than five minutes the C. P. Ii.
brigade and the town firemen had
three streams playing on the huge
pile. When they thought that they
had the fire under control the flames
with a sudden roar broke out from
the upper storey, and from that mo-
ment the elevator was doomed.
flames shot about the cupola for a
hundred feet, and a strong wind car-
ried them in sheets of fire above the
west end of the town, and blazing
picces of board were scattered broad-
cast among the wooden buildings,

No human eflorts would have saved
the total destruction of the main
business and residence streets had not
rain soaked the roofs of the build-
ings and made it possible to concen-
trate all efforts on the places which
were in immediate danger. The area
to be watched extended for a distance
of halfl a mile west of the fire, and
this: whole space is to-day covered
with charred wood and ashes.

To add to the personal risk, the
metal sheeting with which the wood-
en elev-tor was coverad was caught
by the wind and zig-zagged down
upon the streets with terrific force.

It was nearly 2 when the cupola

fell, and for another hali-hour the
danger was the worst,
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TEN THOUSAND HOMELESS.
Result of an Ezﬁquake in the

Balltan Region.

A London despatch says: A man
who recently returned from Solfia
writes to the newspapers, giving a
description of the results of a Balkan
earthquake on IHaster Monday, which
has practically not been noticed by
the press, though it must have been
of extraordinary magnitude.

Two thousand houses were destroy-
ed and 10,000 people made homeless
in a fertile valley in which lies Jum-
abala, the scene of the disaster. The
writer describes a ride through the
villages a week after the scismic dis-
turbance. Houses were leveled to the
ground, and there were huge cracks
across the streets. Sulphurous
streams of mud and water were ruin-
ing the crops.

The smashed arsenals of the Khan
were crumbling to the ground, and
the Government Buildings littered the
earth like rubbish heaps.
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FOOLS AVMONG EMIGRANTS.

A Liverpool Paper Offers an Expla-
nation.

A Liverpool despatch says: The
Mercury says it is in no Way surpris-
ing that among the thousands who
emigrate to Canada there should be g
fow who come back disappointed.
iI—‘nsqihly they found public houses
'somewhat sparsely distributed over
'it]!m praries or may have been grieved
| bacause no penny electric trams car-
ried them to work. As a certain per-
T-:Ptningn of foa's emiprrates to (Canada,
we must expect a number of unwise

to bombard the land batteries, while | the road to New-Chwang and permit :vn;.ragers come back plucked.

THE WORLD'S NARKETS|

REPORTS FROM THE LEADING
TRADE CENTRES.

Prices of Cattle, Grain, Cheese,
and Other Dairy ZTroduce
at Home and Abroad.

Tororto, May 17—Wheat—No. 2
white and red Winter sold to-day at
95¢c at outside points. Spring wheat
is nominal at 90 to 91c cast, and
goose at 81 to 82c east. Manitoba
wheat is unchanged. No, 1 Northern
92¢ Georgian Bay ports. No. 2
Northern at 89c, and No. 3 North-
ern at B6c. No. 1 hard is nominal
at 93c. arinding in transit prices
are Gec above those quoted.

Dats—No. 2 white gquoted at 3lic
west, and 32¢ middle freights. No. 1
white, 33c east, and No. 2 at 32ic
cast.

Barley—No. 2 quoted at 42¢ middle
freights. No. 3 extra at 40 to 40j4c,
and No. 3 at 30c middle freights.

Peas—The market is unchanged,
with No. 2 quoted at 64 to G6c, ac-
cording to quality and location.

Corn—No. 3 American yellow quot-
ed at 574c on track, Toronto; No.
3 mixed at 564c. Canadian corn i3
steady at 41 to 42¢ west for guaran-
teed delivery in good conditlion.

I3ve—The market is steady,
No. 2 quoted at 59 to GOc east.

Buckwheat—No. 2 quoted at 48
to 49¢ middle freights.

Flour—Ninety per cenl. patents are
unchanged at $3.60 in buyers’ bags
for export, middle freights. Straight
rollers of special brands [or domestic
trade quoted at $4.25 to $4.35 in
bbls., Manitoba flours are lower. No.
1 patents, $4.80; No. 2 patents, $4.-
50, and strong bakers’, $4.40 on
track, Toronto.

Millfeed—Bran is steady at $17 to
€17.50 and shorts at $18.50 here. At
putside points bran is quoted at $16,
and shorts at $17. Manitoba bran,
in sacks, §20, and shorts at $21 here.

with

COUNTRY PRODUCE.

Apples—There is a quiet trade, with
prices unchanged at 32 to $2.50 per
bbl. for the best stock.

Dried Apples—The demand is limi-
ted, and prices are steady at 3 Lo
3i4c per Ib., Ewvaporated apples, 63jc
per lb.

Beans—Prime becans are guoted at
$1.50 to $1.60, and hand-picked at
$1.65 to 81.70.

Hops—The market is unchanged at
28 to 32¢, according to quality.

Honey—The market is quiet at 6
to 7c¢ per Ib. Comb quiet at $1.50
to $1.75.

Hay—Timothy quoted at $9.50 to
£10.50 a ton, on track, Toronto.

Straw—The market is dull, with
prices unchanged gt $5.50 on track,
Toronte.

Maple Svrup—The market is quiet
at $1 per Imperial gallon.

Potatoes—Choice cars are quoted
at $1.05 to $1.07 per bag, on track
here.

Poultry—Chickens, 12 to 13c¢ per
Ih.; turkeys are quoted at 15 to 17c
per 1b. for fresh killed.

THE DAIRY MARKETS.

Butter—The ordinary run sells at
10 to 124c per Ib. We quote:—Fin-
est 1-Ib. rolls, 13 to 1l4c; ordinary
large rolls, 11 to 124c; medium and
low grades, 10¢; creamery prints, 17
to 18ic: solids, 16 to 17c.

cpps—Case lots sell at 15c  per
dozen,
Cheese—0ld quoted at 93¢ per

Ib., and' necw at 72 to 8ec.

HOG PRODUCTS.

Dressed hogs unchanged, with ofler-
ings small. Cured meats are in good
demand at unchanged prices. We
quote:—Bacon, long clear, 8 to 8ic
per 1b. in case lots. Mess pork, 317;
do, short cut, $18.50.

Smoked Meats—Haoauns, light to me-
dium, 124c: do, heavy, 114 to 1Z2¢;
rolls, 9 to 94c;; shoulders, 10c¢; bhacks,
134 to l4c; breakfast bacon, 13jc.

Lard—The demand is fair, with
prices unchanged. MWe guote:—Tierces,
T3c: tubs, 8c; pails, 8l¢; compound,
7% to 8ic.

DUSINESS AT MONTREAL.

Montreal, May 17.—The market for
oats was [irmer this morning; it was
stated that private cables received
from England offered equal to about
361c here, afloat May, for No. 2
oals. Duyers are bidding 34lc track,
for Peterboros, but holders are de
manding 35c¢, and sales are being put
throveh at that figure. DPeas were
about steady at Tlc aflloat May; No.
3 barley, 49¢, and No. 3 extra, 4Bc;
No. 2 ryve, 62c. Flour—The market
was steady to-day after the sharp de-
cline in Manitobas reported yester-
day. We quote:—Manitoba patents,
$4.90 to $4.95; strong bakers’, $4.60
to $4.65: winter wheat patents, $4.-
80 to $5.10; straight rollers, 3$4.60
to $4.85; straight rollers in bags,
$2.20 to $£2.30. Feed—The market
was steady; Manitoba bran in bags,

$19; shorts, $21 per ton; Ontario
bran, in bulk, $18.50 to $19.50;
shorts, $20.50 to $21.50; mouille,

226 to %28 per ton. Rolled oats—
The market is firm; dealers are asking
$2.32}% for bags, and $4.90 in bbls.
on track. Hay—The market is steady
$7.50 in car lots.

UNITED STATES MARKETS,
Buffalo. May 17.—Flour— Steady.

Wheat—Spring, offerings light; No. 1
Northern $1.10: Winter firm: State,
red. to arrive, $1.09 to $1.09}. Corn—
Easy; No. 2 yellow, 59¢; No. 2

corn,

'Marguerite

270. Oats—Steady; no offerings. Ha.r-;
ley—Nothing doing. Ilye—Nothing |
doing.

Milwaukee, May 17.—Wheat—1lc¢ low-
er; No. 1 Northern, 974c: No. 2 Nor-
thern, 95 to 96ic; old July, 86ic.
Rye—ic lower; No. 1, T4% to T5ic. |
Barley—Dull; No. 2, 63c; sample, 40!
to G6le. Cormn—Steady; No. 8, 50
to 53c¢; July, 48} to 483c¢ asked. |

Minneapolis, May 17.—Wheat—May, '
913¢c; July, 92ic; September, 802 to'
80f¢c; on track, No. 1 hard, 96¢: No.
1 Northern, 95¢; No., 2 Northern,!
93}ic.

LIVE STOCK MARKETS.

Toronto, May 17.—Trade wns ac-
tive, with rising prices in exporters’
and Dbutchers’ cattle at the Western
Market to-day. Buying opened ear-
ly, and never slackened till all the
cattle were sold. Sheep and lambs
were a  little higher, while hogs
dropped 10c per cwt.

Very few choice milch cows were on
SE:I'[E. the bulk of the arrivals con-
sisting of inferior animals, not the
readiest to sell. A number changed
hands at $25 to $30 each, while a
choice one brought $48.

The run of calves were heavy, buk
good veal calves were wonted, and o
sale of 50 by Crawford and Co. was
recorded at $5.25 per cwt.

Export cattle sold at $4.50 to
$4.90 per cwt. Higher figures than
the above were paid in a few in-
stonces.

Quotations of butchers' cattle wera
as follows :(—Choice butchers’, $4.50
to $4.70; fair to pgood, $4.15 to
$4.35; common to fair cows, $3.50
to $4.10; rough cows, $3.25 per
cwt.

The market was unchanged for
feeders and stockers. We quote :—
Feeders, 1,000 to 1,300 lbs., $4.25
to $4.70; feeders, 800 to 1,000 lbs.,
$3.50 to $3.75; stockers, 600 to
800 lbs., $3 to $§3.75: stock ecalves,
450 to 800 lbs., $3.25 to $3.50; off
color and rough, same weight, $2.75
up.

Sheep and lambs were higher. Wae
quote (—FHeavy ewes, $4 to $4.25;
light sheep, $4.25 to $4.50: bucks,
23 to $3.50; grain-fed lambs, $5.50
to $5.75; barnyard lambs, $3.50 to
54.50 per cwt; Spring lambs, $2 to
$5.50 each.

Calves brought $2 to $8 cach, and
34 to 5e per lh.

Hogs were 10c¢ lower. Quotalions
follow : Selects, 160 to 200 lbs., of
prime bacon quality, off cars Toron-
to, $5; fats, $4.75; sows, $3.50 ta
$o.70; stags, $2 to $2.50 per cwt.
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TWENIY HOUSES BURNED

Disastrous TFire Sweeps a Suburh
of Montreal.

A Montreal despatch says :—Twen-
ty dwellings destroyed, thirty fami-
lies rendered homeless, and damaga
cmounting to $100,000 is the record
of a disastrous fire which swept St.
Henri, a western suburb of Montreal,
on I'riday afternoon. The fire broke
out shortly before 2 o'clock, in a
store owned by Joseph Gautte, at
60 Beaudoin Strect. In the vicinity
were a large number of small brick
dwelling houses, the homes of work-
ingmen and their families.

The assistance of the Montreal and
St. Cunegonde brigades were asked
and detachments were sent out to
aid the St. Henri firemen. The
combined {forees ifought the flames
for several hours before the fire was
got under contrel. " The whole row
of dwelling houses on Beaudoin
Street and a number of houses on
and St. Emile Streels,
with nearly all their contents, wero
destroyed. Many of the inmates
had narrow escapes, and a number
were rescucd from the flames by the
firemen and removed to tho hospital.

A total area of 20,000 square feet
was destroyed by the flames. Over
150 people were rendered homeless

and lost most of their efiecls. |
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BALLOON ON A RAMPAGE.

Dashes Into Street, Explodes, and
Burns Eight People.

A Paris "“despatch says: A balloon
belonging to the well known acron-
aut, Capt. Surcour, came down in
the Place d° Aumesnil on Friday, and
the wind drove it Iinto the narrew on-
trance of a street. A moment later
it came in contact with the side of
a house. A flame issued from the
envelope, and then a violent explos-
ion followed, the sheets of flame from
which penetrated the open winoows of
the building. ISight occupants of the
house were burned or otherwise in-
jured, two of them dangerously. The
acronauts were not hurt. The explos-
ion caused a panic among the crowd
watching the descent, and a number
of persons received slight injuries.

3
HOLDING HUDSON’S BAY.

Supply Ship to be Sent to Cana-
dian IExpedition.

A St. John's, Nfid., despatch says:
The Canadian Governinent has chart-
ered the sealing steamer Iirik to pro-
ceed to Hudson Bay in July next
with supplies for the steamer Nep-
tune, now with the Canadian expedi-
tion sent for the purpose ol enforcing
the Canadian laws against American
whalers. The Erik will also convey
stores to the north for the steamer

Gauss, recently purchased from tha
German Government by Canada, in
which ship Carpt. Dernier will pro-

ceed to the north and annex a nume
ber of Arctic islamds for the Dritish
erown, and will then attempt ta
reach the North Pole.




