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THE RUSSIAN
CHRISTMAS

CECELII0TCCE0PTIBBALIEEDIO

Wéld wastes of snow-mantled
steppe, valued by the starry dome
of heaven, mysterious lights flickering
before the glittering fane of a little
temple and softened by curiing ciouds
of fragrant incense, solemn chants c_n[
the church, weird melodies ol anci-
ent faith, the merry laughter of
rustic maids seeking to pry into fu-
turity, and the cheery shouts of
voung and old floating in on the
frosty night air, stiil linger, says a
writer in London Daily Telegraph,
among the pleasant memories of my

first Ehristmas in Russia. It was
a quaint mixture of the sacred and

the.profane, o blending of the pre-
gent and the future, a curious fus-
jon of pain and pleasure. Christ-
mas Iive being the close of a long
and rigorous fast, none but the hard-
ened sinner would dare satisfy his
hunger or slake his thirst before the
twwinkling twilight of the first star
had visibly trembled in the mysteri-
pus east., I fear 1 looked upon my-
gelf as a hardened sinner in the mat-
tor of fasting, but, as the guest of
w wealthy and devout peasant pro-
prietor, I had nothing for it but
to mortify my Dbody with the rest,
Between & and 6 o'eclock in the
evening we were all in church, listen-
ing to the impressive service, part ol
which 18 a Te Dewm sung in thanks-
giving for the scattering of “‘the
twelve tongues,”” as the I'rench army
was termued in 1812, A food of
soathing soundg was sweeping away
the honds that bind men's souls to
garth. IDut beioré the echoes of the
last ‘"amen!’™ had died away the
Bpacious square belcre the  place of
worship was black svith formis which
the car, not the eye, recognized as
human, Ior they looked lhike huge
gacks of cora toddling about on
teet; the women and inen alike being
wrapped: in great sheepskin coats,
which covered thieir high heavy boots
and bLlotted out their natural shapes.
When we entered the warm room  of
the liospital house, wax tapers, hal-
lowed candles and pueple lamps were
lighted, incense was burned, a short
prayer rocited, and warm words oi
welcome were spoken to the guests.
Then the host's children were sent
out to some of the neighbors with
little cakes, on which were effigics of
kine sheep and birds—symbols of the
senders’ desire that  their (ricnds
might be blessed
during the coming year.
WHEN PAGAN GODS HELD SWAY
sSupper was spread at 8 o'clock—a
few  symbolieal and unsubstuntial
dishes which were in vogue in days
of yore when pagan pods still  held
sWay in heaven and upon earth. On
a round table, over which a layer of
hay was first scattered, a white-
Lleached cloth was spread. Even
in households where linen is dispensed
with all the year round the spotless
cloth must be forthcoming at Christ-
mas. The table was placed beneath
the gorgeous Iecon or holy image,
without which no Russian dwelling is

habitable and acroess the glass and
gold of which the solt glow of a
purple laniplet was playing. A med-

ley of apples; pears, dried cherries,
oranges and grapes stewed in wa-
ter, sweetened with honey, and
served up cold, formed the picce de
resistance. In another dish a mass
of wheat porridge and honey was of
**distilled demnation,”” more com-
monly called vodka.

Having wished our entertainers and
cach other joy of the festival, the
host drew necar the table, slipped a
large wooden spoon into the por-
ridge, and deftly hurled the soft
mass against the ceiling—an old cus-
tom, which, in its origin, was a
sacrifice to the Frost-God, whose
wrath it was intended to appease.
All the family and the puests rushed
up to look at the result, and a mur-
mur of “‘Glory 1unto God!'' burst
from their lips. Nearly all the por-
ridge had stuck to the ceiling and
the window—a sure sign that the
coming harvest would be plentiful.
To me all this was poetic and inter-
esting, but not very filling; and
when the meal was over, and my
emply inside was on fire with the
vodka, I felt that T could do rourh

justice to another repast. But tha
scrvants and farm laborers came
trooping into the apartinent,” sat

(lown in our places, and were waited
on by the hosts and their guests.
When they, too, had cheated their
appetites and fired their stomachs we
all drew round the tablle, and cach,
in turn, pulled out a Dblade of hay,
by the length of which the naturc of

- next year's crop is divined.

TO WARM THE SHIVERING

SOULS.

Suddenly the blaze of a huge fire,
visible through the double windows,
alarmed me, for I thought the out-
houses were burning, But my anxicty
was quicted fy the hest, who ex-
plained tha# he had a fire lighted in
the yard, according to the pious cus-
tom, to warm the shivering souls of
are wont to revisit
their homes at this holy scason.
While watching the tongucs of flame
lapping up the great logs of Dbirch
and oak I was startled by the jing-
ling of hells, the strains of melan-
choly songs, the creaking of crisp
snow under the tiead of heavy fest
and the rolling of a drum. All at
onte a &Rise mass of conhised sha-
dows deskened the earth’'s white car-

lare the keys which are said to opcen

the gates ‘of futurity at this festive
lseason of the year. Lead or wax is
| 1

i:uv.*]n.-d_. poured throuzh a key  into

| a tub ‘of water, and tlie molten mass,
if—?h:}i.‘ri‘{] by the inwvisible being as

\'Two mirrors are placed opposite cach

with abundance |

=

gaxing intently and silently at the
reflected”  back of her head, until
jatrange  fancies chase ecach other

ther eyes; ‘‘airy tongues that syllable

some of the smow-hlos-
somed branches of the leafless cher-
ry trees. It was the village lads
and lasses singing the Kolyedli songs
handed down from pagan timea. The
““waits''  TDbelonged to every social
class, without distinction, Christmas
having levelled tham all.

Enormous sacks were carried Dby
the rustic for the perguisites. Into
these they stowed awayt bacon, sau-
sages, linen, lard, flax and  other
offerings, with which their eflorts
were rewarded at every house they
vigited. One of - these receptacles
vawned wide as soon as the 10i8e
had subsided, and our host dropped

pet. and hid

in a large picce of bacon and some
bread, besides a silver rouble which
he gave to one of the singers, and-
a bottle of vodka to another. Then

the noise began anew, catsed by a

ircindly struggle for the sacks. Sev-
eral lads were tripped up by the |
lasses, others became targets for

snowballs, gladness was coined into
rhymes and jokes, and thus, jostling,
shouting, falling and singing, the
shadows shifted off in the moonlight
from the background of sparkhing
snow and star-strewn sky, and voie-
es and musiec died slowly away in
the wintry air.

PEEPS INTO THE FUTURE.
At Christmas tide in Russia
dead return to visit the quick, and
tlie unseen world is so closcly drawn

sexes leave nothing widone to get a
peéep at the sced-plot of time:
girls are especinlly ecager to discover
whethase the ensuing yvear will bring
them tegether with the partners of
their Joys and sorrows, and, it may
be, to be told their names and char-
actera; as well, and many a leavy-
heartod maiden Tancies she descries a

- = oo

faint strealk of better luck in the
|1’]:L'I']‘:I't‘.:'Fi."-‘. of the future horizon the
lsorrows of Lthe precent, or learns
lthat wiltent  another Christmas hias

f

come round, her own saul, disemhodd-
iecl for will be coming back to
vigit lier homie along with the other
Ishivering spirits whose advent
lis. welcoming to-night.

ave;

she

Innumerable |

it

falls, becomes a syimmbol of destiny.

other, with a candle burning  be-
fore each; the girl sits between them

through her brain, shadows flit Lie ore

men's pames’’ are beard, and she Le-

holds the futuro darkly as in a
glass. Threwing a shoe across the

threshold of the Bouse at the dead
of night is another way of finding
out what the future has in store. The
wicket, or gate, is opened, and the
slipper thrown over the threshold
into the street. She may expect har
bridegroom from the direction in
which it points swhen found. Ii 1the
tece be turned toward her home the
piien is inauspicious; marriace dur-
ing the coming twelve month is de-
nied her by the fates, and it may
be, life as well.

.
IEE KING'S CHRISTMAS

HE LIEKES TO SPEND IT WITH
HIS FAMILY,

His IfTajesty Is Seen at His EBest
as a Chrisinias
Host.

His Majesty keeps Christmas in a
very simple manner. With all the
opportunities to travel in the most
splendid luxury to foreign climes
where the climate is more genial, and
where the greater privacy, which the
King so much likes, is more casily
obtainable, he rewnains guietly at
hoine. Does he pot, in doing so,
clearly prove how very nearly akin
he is to his subjects in his desire to
be at this festive scason amidst his
own folk at his own homestead?
With all the pressing invitations
and inducements to wvisit other cen-
tres, where the amusements and the
outward homage and 1he magnifi-
cerice of the rejoicings would be on
a bigger scale than they are at the
King's country home, his Majesty
prefers to stay where he can be  of

the greatest personal service, where
his devotion to the tenants on  his
own Jlanded cestate can best be ex-

emplitfied. _

There is the dinner of roact beef
and plum pudding,.usually given in
one of the huge out-buildings, to the
farm-hands and cottagers. This
function is invariably attended dur-
ing its progress by the King and
his Roval Consort.

There is the servants’ dinner, which
is held Dby the Sovereign’s gracious
permission in- the Servants’ Hall, and
which is never voted a success unless
the Roval master and mistress pay
a visit in person accompanied by the
majority of the nobility who arve the
guests of their Aajesties.

In asking his guests to accompany
him to the Servants” Hall, the King
lets it be plainly seen that he con-
siders it the duty of all who keep
servants to take o practical interest

in their afla¥re.

the |

‘Ilitllf-. Princes are
The |

[ﬂx‘erlaﬁked by the King. A TPunch
and Judy show, 8 ‘‘bran pie,”" and a
number of othoer never-iailing attrac-
tions are provided for the young-
sters’ spacial benefit.

His Majesty has even been known
to alter his private plans in order
that he and his friends might bhe
able to put in an appearance at the
entertainment so thoughtfully or-
ranized for the little ones, whose
parents have the honor of serving

one of the kindliest as well as one
lof the most considerate of employ-
ers.

The Xing's own grandchildren,

who, with their parents, the Prince
and Princess of Wales, are close
neighbors, are frequently invited
over to see the pood things intended
for the servants’ children. The lit-
tle Princes and their sister are not
to be kept away rom their cheery
erandparent, and well they know to
whom  they should apply in case
there is the smallest likelihood of
any of their privileges being curtail-
ed. The presents which they value
the most, after those given by their

the King himseli, who delights in
heing an actual witness of the hap-
piness that he is instrumental in

thorouvghly enjoy-
and that there is 10-
thing more wanting that is at all
likely to add to their pleasuie.

The Kinzr always attends
service on the morning of Christma

thoemselvos,

Divine
5

Lray. Al it is usual for Lthe party
of agsembled ruests to attend also.
No matter low inclement the swveo-
ther mav bhe; how inviting the cosy
figzeside, how pressing the many du-
tieg ag head of a bip estate, tha
‘WKiner walks or drives to the fi}':'.:"l]I
conit 'y church where he devouily |
II'{}HU'»'.'.‘:i cach itent of the scrvice, |
joining  heartily in the bhymn  ancl |
Psalm singing. _

Flis Maijesty, like everyonc ; elae, |
has his favorite hymns, and one of |
those of swhich he is said to be fond |
ia  “‘ITary, the . herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King,” which

many of us will sing within our own
places of Worship.,

No matter what the day is or how
much the King may wish to be iree
from duties, there arve always o very
large number of

OFIFICIAL MATTERS

connected with afinirs of State to
which his Majesty must give dirvect

ithe elue.

|
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HOLIDAY §
§ GAMES
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After the Chtistmnas dinner people
are usually not inclined for much ex-
jertion, but they want some kind of
light amusement. Some of the old-
{Tashioned ‘“‘divination’’ tricks then
come in nicely. ;

such feats are irequently periorm-
led by two persons, one playing the
part of the ‘‘professor,” or wizard
i chief, the other that of “medium."”
OUne of the simplest tricks of the
kind is the indicating by the medium
of some object which has been agreed
upon by the company during hey
absence from the room. On her re-

[turn the magician, alter placing het

under (supposed) mesmeric influence
by a few sliam ‘‘passes,’” proceeds to

|interrogate her.

“Do you know the article that has

8o on, till the right article is named,

I ¥

. been named)’” ‘*Yes."" (She doesn't;
oW arents are those given them l i ; 2, ' 4
n i A but strict truthfulness is not expect-
BY THE KING. ed from conjurers), ““Ta it 'L]‘n:|
. moon?"’ st v [ e i > sun?’’
Often the presents have not been |\ =0 o N ] 1{_'5 ‘t-* th':* r:*"”;:- :
= AN L E - &
sent; thcy have been conveyed by | it a coln: A0 L
I

|qu'-n she replies:i— “'Yes,
There are wvarious ways of giving
In one version of the trick

¥ n h1 ¥ T 1 txr ] ok F 3 i-"rijtf—?- N . .
hﬂ.l':f]:':: {:If I‘.Il&r and 1{)1"{\‘ can, 1t 18 Ia]ﬂ E'II.'..].J'.':'.-!JH has '[_-]'11 accasians II-‘tL-L‘.-L- ”1.-‘;"__;” £y 'Lj"ll"" rj'l'f-,‘l;_. 'l]'tit‘lﬂ Aarned
believed, Dbe surreptitiously raised. [surprise visits to York Cottage 1n !mﬂ;t after a t"n.nr-l'vgﬂr*:tlt olijact . (ani-
Py : ; order to satisiv himself that the PR e R g = e :
At any rate, the youth of both | imate or inanimate). This is a very

of “key,"" hut not very
widely known, aind we have often
scen it mystily a roomiul of people.

{1f, however, the trick is repeated be-

fore the satne company, it may be ag

well, on the second occasion to agree |

|m'| a new Kind of key-word, say a
[{lower or bird.
In another form of the trick the

perfermoer does not speak &t all, but

(in this case the object selected must

be something in the room. On  the

il'r'*l.:r“ ol the medium, the periormer

merely points with. his wand (orr any

| convenient substitute, say a ruler, or

a lady's fan) to warious objects In
guccession., The firat half-dozen or
50 are met with a negative, but
when he touches the right one a

confident *“ves'' is the answer.

The socret here’ is equally simple.
At the outset the periormer grasvs
the wand, all the fingei's encircling
it.. When he points to the right ob-
ject the forelinger is allowed to lie
along it. Unless the sccereb is known
beforehand, it i8 absolutely sale from
detection.

On o similar principle, bhut some-
what more elaborate, is the trick of
THE MYSTIC TARGET.

The apparatus for this feat con-

attention. Many papers have to be
considercd and dealt with without |
loss of time, otherwise serious coii- |
plicationg might  arige in various
guarters. Of course, the King has
the assistance of secrctaries and |
other important gentlemen, but the
Royal signature has to be put at the
foot of many documenls, and tho
King always satisfies himsell as 1o
the exact import of a paper belore
signing it.

So that it will be seen that even
Christmas at Sandringham is not |
altogether free from the responsibili-
ties that are more fitting to the sol-
emnity of the London Council cham-
ber.

As a Christimas host the King is
without doubt secén at his best, that
is, from a private standpoint. IEach |
one of his guests feels that he or |
she has the regard and friendship of |
the Roval entertainer.

His Majesty is cndowed to a quite
remarkable extent with that rare
and happv gift of impressing cvery
individual about him  with that
wholesome fecling of real—as distinct
sham—personal interest and esteem.

¥

WHY WE DECORATE AT CHRIST-
MAS,

Why do we decorate at Christmas ?
Why the gifts on the Christmas-tree?
Why the holly about the walls, and
the laourel over the plctures? Why.
anhove 211 and the center of all, those
green and living growths, the mistle-
toe-Lboughs ?

Christmas scized upon these things
for the celebration of the festival not
hecause they were gieen, but because
of the power that beld them green,
that kept them alive, that preserved
in them the bheauty of life, notwith-
standing the enow and sleet, the
wind and chilling rain and the with-
ering blast.

It is the spirit of these living
growths that appeals to us when all
the re=t of inanimate Nature appeays
1{o lLie flecping under the mantle of
winter. DBefore Christinas was, the
spirits behirnd the green were believ-
ed in by an imaginative people, and
the preat festival adapted them.

'The ancient Druids believed in the
spirits of the holly, of the laurel, of
the great green trces that formed the
walls and living arches of their tem-

ples. To them thsse things were
peopled with sylvam spirits that
loved the pgrowtha and kept them

green by protecticg them Nrom win-
ter frosts. They took the branches
within their dwelling, believing that
the spirits would fol!low, and there
excrcise their protecting care.

Among these spirits they believed
| nore to be more powe:!ful or capable
of  Dbringing greater Dblessing than
those of the mistletoa.

'These belicis have gore frem the
world, but we cling to the emblems

EVEMN 5311 CHILDREN
on the Sandrimgbam estate are nat

|
ors.

sists of a pastebhoard target, having
a ¢ bull's-eye and three contentrie
rings of difierent colors; and half a
dozen arrows, also of different col-
(If the apparatus is home-
made, these, too, may be of paste-
boarcd). The mediuwm retiring as be-
fore, a spectator is invited to sclect
one of the arrows, and with it to
touch any one of the Tings ol the

target. On the medium’s return she
incdicates, with more or less make-
believe of mental efiort, which ar-

row was used, and which circle
the target was touched with it,

Here, again, the seeret lies in an
agreed code of signals. The rings of
the target are regarded as numbered;
the bull's-eye as one, the ring near-

est it to two, and so on. 'The ar-
rows in like mianner each bear an
imaginary number, say, blue, one;
black, two; green, three; red, four;
white, five: yvellow, six. Call the
blue ‘‘azure,’”’ and the initials will

come in alphabetical order, a, b, g,
r, Wi ¥: under which conditions the
scquence of the colors will be recall-
ed without difliculty.

The number of the particular ar-
row used is signalled to the medium
by the way in which the wand, or its
substitute, is held. Thus if it he

of |

i

held by its upper end in the right
hand, with one finger lying along it,
two; if encircled by all the fingers,
three; if encirecled in like manner,
'but round the centrel four; if placed
'under the arm, five; 1if laid on the
table, six. The ring of the target
which has been touched may be indi-
leated by the position of the left
|hand. If it grasps the lapel of the

1

lcoat, the bull’s-eye has been touched;
if the thumb is tucked into tha
pocket, ring No. 1. If thae

vest
|hﬂ_ll[1 is placed in the trouser pocket,

No. 2; if allowed to hang down by
the side, No. 3; and if resting on

|thu hip, the white space outside the
rings.
TELEGRAMS.

This is an excellent game. Iack
of the players gives a letter in turn,
luntil twelve have been obtained,
'wwhich are written in the same ordel

at the top of each piece of paper.
|’J‘c:n minutes or a quarter of an houl
are allowed, in which each player

| writes a sentence beginning with thi
chosen initials., TIhe messages anr
‘then read aloud. It is an excellent
| practise for condensing one's ideas
The results are often very amusing
|=ome people merely string words to
'gnthf-r, but others ¢an suggest 1
whole story in a few wovds, Sup
posing the letters are p, g, t, t, 1,
|g1 p, s, ], w,m,j. One player will
evolva the following sentence which,
though silly, is consecutive: "'Pleasg
give Tommy the new game plaved

| gince January with much joy."" An
other will formulate the following
'with exactly the samoe letters: “"Papa

too tiresome. No gamol
| possible. Send John with muzzle,
| Jennie.”” (The name of an imagin:
I;'LT.‘_t: gender may be placed at the end
if the letiers allow of it, but it = ir
option.,)

getting

—.—_._.__._._.é_______
IGLORIA IN EXCELSIS: A CHREISD
MAS ANTIITEM,

( By the Very Rev. Charlés W.
Stubbsa, DB, Dean of IEly.
T

O bleszed town of Bethleliem

| Within thy gray-green shade,
Ringed round with terraced vineyarg
| And depth of olive glade:

| There on thy high green pastures

| The shephet'ds watceh their sheep,

' The low large moon shines glimmering
| O'er all th upland steep.

II.
"What music of the heavens—
What magic song eof bliss—
Vhat wvision o the night-tide—
What mystie light is this?
The silly sheep are blinded,

The shepherds in amaze
Stand awestruck, all the hillside
With glory is ablaze!

LLE,

| The Angels’ joyous chorus

Rings out into the niglht.

{0 Gloria in Excelsis!

Sing praises in the height,

| Sing praises, men oif Hethlehem,
Sine praises here below,

T'or Peace on carth and good-will
He doth on you hestow.

'| IV.

For on this day is born there
Within vour little town

A child who Christ the Lerd i1s
Yot wears no earthly crown:

He bringeth joy and gladness
To you and all mankind,

Yea, Peace on carth and good-will
To men of equal mind,

V.
0O blessed town of Bethlehem,
How happy is thy state!
How blest above all palaccs
The stable at thy gate!
For there in manger-cradle
(Oh true the angel word!)
As King enthroned of all the worlds
Neigns Jesus Christ the Lord.
—T'rom The Outlaok,

i

a |

CPRIDE GOLETH BE
Young Tueckey—By
I'm a pretiy fino bird!

- of them, end rejolce amjd them at

0Old Gobbler—Yes, but don't getl

! the Ehristmas celebration.

the way the larmer

.FORE A FALL.”
is feceding me he must think’

stuffed up tfoo mueh, or the first

thing you know yeu'll losc yetr head entirely.




