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CHAPTER XXX.

“Now, miss, we are alone: <1t
down, and tell me plainly, quictly,
and comlortably all you know ahout
the maltter. There's nothing to fear,
1l assure you of that, but don’t omit
a detail; don't cry and don’t agitate
yourseli. Remember, vou will best
belp the prisoner by helping me. Did
You know Mr., Reginald was coming
here last night 2"

“Neas,"

“I thought as much.
you know 7'

““He wrote me to tell me he should
come,”’

“Got the letter 2

iIYESl*r

she  drew it from her bosom
cthe answered,

“May T read it 2"’

“You had bLeiter: it
many thinges."’

“Thanks."’

He
feleed it, and read :

“My Dailing Ve e,—

“Don’t start in surprise when yvou
fee the commencentent of this ietter,
and pray don't refuse to read it al-
though 1 know I deserve you should
GO E0. It is a begging, pitiful,
obie t letter, Vere, fiom a man who
loves, wvou, and always has loved
Yo ; a letter to entreat yvour for-
glveness of his horrible conduct.

How did

Qs

will explain

took the letter from her, un-
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you walked towards the house, Then
Perhaps wvou saw your siepfather
through the open study window. Ah,
it was open, then? And you sug-
gested to  Mr, leginald that he
should then and theie go in and ask

| his forgiveness, without risking a re-
ff:::‘-‘-u;'l to see Lim if be applied for an
|interview through tle servants 72—

'Um ! and you—yourself—what  cid
yvou do 2"’

““I walked round the front of the
house, and entered, and sat in the
(hall. I hoped perhaps to sec a re-
| conciliation, and, worse come to
|the worst, I should sce Reggie leave
the houge, and counld walk afiter bim

in the direction of the station.

“Then came the furious ringing of
the bell—don't let us forget that it
was the study bell, and could not
have been pulled by the dead man's
hand—the servants ran in, ran out
again; more. went in; the tidings of
| the murder reached you; and when
you came out of your faint it was
to find vour lover in custody on a
charge of murdering his uncle 2"’

‘“T'hat is so, ever word is correct.”’

“How long alter you leit Mr. Reg-
inald did the bell ring 2"’

““I should think a minute or so."

“Not more 7"’

‘““As 1 started to walk round to
tlhe front of the house, he made for
Ithe study window. I had scarcely

Ve.e, shall T appeal in vain? No, got to tke hall seat before the bell
I think I know your heart better, rang.’”

that you will listen to me. I'rom| ‘“‘No one knows of this letter to
our chilchood up, Vere, we bhave!you, and your appointment 2"’

been loveis, and but for one thi: 5 ““Not a soul. I have not mention-
1 should not mow have to throw my- |ed it."

felf at your feet and crave yvour | ‘‘Don't then. You can trust me,
[.!Iﬂ.:dﬂll. Till Miss Weslcar came, [can’t you ? There, there, that's all
Veie, 1 ~had no thouglht for any /right. We will pull him out of this
woman in tie world but yourself; (trouble, never fear; and next time I

and then some blind, absurd infatua-
tion—mot love, Vere, for God's sale
fiﬂ not think that '—came over me
and obscured—— Oh, Vere, darling,
how can I write what I want to
say ? It is so pitif 1, so pitiful !
atd my hea:t seems breaking, and
my cense of shame almost blinds me
to tlie letter before me. That I
¢o.ld ever et another woman, even
for a moment, stand before the girl
1 have loved siuce—ever since I  can
remember ! Vere, dearest; accept
it as proof, will you ? —proof that
I mist have Lbeen mad and not re-
spon ible for my actions, thoughts,
or cveeds. Of Miss Westcar I would
warn you, darling; she is a danger-
ous woman, and is, I fear, respousi-
ble for my bauishme:nt from ¢t e
place which has so long been a home
to me. In my blindness I quarrelled
with my untle, but I thank God 1
was spared the disgrace of a quarrel
with you ! Ob, my darling, my
darling, beliexe me that I am so
wret hedly miserable away from wyou
that life secms but little worth the

living ! You have not cast me
quite out of your thoughts—your
leart ? Oh, Vere, find it in vou to

fo gi e me; tale me back to my old
place in your affections; let us Le as
we were.
this lesson | FForgive me, and
never, never, never wiil I forget your
forgive exs. On your decision, Vere,
reste my future. Close your leart
to me, and there is notliing in the
world for me to care ahout. T or-
gl e e,
again, I cannot wait for a reply
to this, Vere. I shall come down
by the train arriving at rine o'clock
to-night, and from the station T will
wallk the short cut towards the THall.
What will that path be to me Veie?
Shall I be met on it by a forgiving
angel ?—a woman with pity in hker
heait 1for a poor blind focl who,
though he worships the ground sle
walks on, behaved like an insaue

man? Vere, Vere, my darling, my
heart cries out to you for f[orgive-
Ness. I know that 1 deserve no
morcy; and yot, Vere, I want vou
1o let nie ask it of you; I want to
prostrate myseli al your feet, crave

pPity ani forgiveness. Oh, darlinr nicet
me on tie path from the station,
and be your own old self to 2ue. I
don't know that you will be able to
make sense of this letter. I scem
to be writing incolerently; thinking
g0, and, try as I will, the tears keep
coming to my eyes. Is it unmanly,
Vere, for me to feel so about you ?
I long, dailing, oh, I long to feel
thcse arms around my

hear your sweet voice telling me to |

look up, that yvou forgive me, that I
live | Will you, in your sweet, in-
finite pity, let me see you, Vere,
to-night ? or shall I turn back on
the old path we have so ofteb walk-
ed together—alone ?—alore in  the
werld  which, without your forgive-
ness, secms Lao cold, and drear,
and miserable to live in.
“Nour broken-hearted
“"REGGTE."

“A love-letter," said Jawson,
he refolded it. “"‘Keep it : wyou
want it. The enveloje—I suppose
You have thrown it away 2"

“Yes, but T can find it.
the letter in my bedroom. My maid
who looks to my room, is away,
my room has not been tidied. 1t is
no doubt lyving where I 1cit it."

In compliance with the celectlive's
request, ste went to her room and
returned with the envelope.

“JKeep them both,'”” le said. ““Well,
you met Lkimn, you forgave him, aud

L=

may

I orpeiedd

Never, never, will 1 I‘-:-rgct‘

"has

neck ! 1o |

come to Graynewood, why, I hope
it will be to atiend your wedding."

¥

| “You don't think Reggie in dan-
tger, Mr, Jansen 7’
1 “Danger ? Bless your Leart, Le's

as safe as I am.’
| “‘Oh, thank you, thank you so very
‘much for saying that | You can't
Jthin];, you don't know how you re-
|lieve me !’

He c¢id know, though: that was
why he had said it. It does not
i follow because a man is a polireman
that he has Duried his sympathetic
feelings.

Janson's came into play when
was talking to Vere.

he

CHAPTER XXXI,

“And now, miss, just show me the
|upper rooms, will 'you? That is
right. I would rather you showed
me them than one of the setrvants.

Tiey went upstaiis, and one after
,mmtlmr stie pointed out the rooms to
him.

in the music-room he lingered a
moment at the open pdano. A French

song caught  his eye. He inqui:ed
who sang it, and was told the
Count.

“The Count ? I -have heard his

name me tloned twive, but I have
not seen him."’

“Nor I, this morning. The place
has been in such confusion that until
now I have not noticed his absence
|I sent up 1o his room, tke door is

and all will be brightness |lockel."””

“Locked 2’

““Y¥es; he has perhaps been out and
returied—is perhaps at  his
toilelte.”’

“Um ! Show me lis room."

“There, the second door
here.”’

Tie detective walked straight to
it and rapped. Rapped again, louder
—yet.  agai '’ louder still. Not =
sound in re, ly. He turned the
handle—locked. He put the sole of
his foot on tke l>wer part of the
idoor; it gave, s''owinge the lock to
be in the middle, The palms of
hiis hands pressed on t' o upper por-

irom

‘1ion revealed the fact that there was

ro bolt there—the fastening was in
the middle.

| 'Stand back, away from 1lie door, |

miss; there's no knowing what is on
the other side of it. I am going to
see,””

He drew back and planted his right
loot with all his force over the place
|wheore the lock was. 'The door

IﬂI‘I{'n. 1ty was not the first door the
detective had had to open that way. |
He entered, Empty ! The hed

|disturhed, but not slept in. Window
|ﬂ-1‘.l:=.il, and sheet depending from bed-
rail. e whistled; tten le said:

| “Come " in, miss, tle.e's notking

| here to Dbe afrai:l of, Did he Lave
lany luggage ? Oh, stoppirg {for
some days, was he? Um ! gone;

What was it, box

|
| the Inggage too,
Gladstore. 12laclk

| —po. tmanteau ?

‘on the real guilty person.®’
| “You give me courage, Mr. Jaouson.
iGod Dbless  you. Goold-bye, and

iGod ble's you,"'
i

H LAY

— e —— e —— .

|

| Mr., Janson hummed a tune softly
to himself as he went downstairs. He
liled to be praised by a pretty wom-
an, and he thought Vere particularly

pretty. Cats purr when they are
| pleased—NMr. Janson hummed,
The fdetective entered the room

where Ashley was sitting, and placed
himiself between that gentleman and

the winaow. It was a weakness of
his to get the light on the face of
the person he was talking to.

“T'his is a bad Dbusiness, , Mr.
Gravue, very had business.™

My poor, poor uncle 1"

“Yes, but don't let your sorrow

blind you, My, Grayne. Sorrow for
the dead won't bring Fffa back, but
a clear vision may help to find his
murderer. 1 want your heln.

“NWot against—hnot against Regin-

ald 2 Don't ask me for that.”
":"'-.111_ {Oo1' a4 monient. He's as 1=
nocoent as I am.”

Co you suspect 2"
the Count.”

“Whom, then,
“*“Your friend,
e Count T
“Yes. Do vou know where he is?2"
‘“Not unless he is upstairs. Now I
remember,
since—gejnce
‘““Nor has any one ecl:e.
no idea where he is 2"
““Unlers he iz in his room."”
““He left that via his window and a

The ground bheneath his window i3
soft through that rain. 1t would
chow his feet-marks where he drop-
red from above.

fore the rain came—in other words,
before midnight.”’ i
“T gee."”’
“He has got akead of me, you sece,

Mr. Gravne, and that is why I want
Before midnight

I want you lo tell me all you can
ahout bim—his haunts, his family,
| is ocecupation, where 1 am likely

to find him."

“And vyet, surprising as it may

ed an avquaintance with me, though
I did not Temember him.
quaintance ripeied, aud then I in-
vited him down hlere for a few days.’
“Don’t know his address ?"

ke had only just come to England,
and was @ staying
Cross Hotel."

“You can lell me nothing more?”’

“Nothing."’

*“I am sorry. Wel', I must do my
hest to find him. I am going to
London, but shall be back for
inquest.”’

at the Pclie Conrt ?°'

“What, Mr. Reéepggie's?
don't think sb, It will be a purely
formal charge, followed by a remand
in the ordinary way. No, I don't
think that world help me.
day, Mr. Grayne."’

“Good=dav."

Jan=on cloted the door, and walked
along the hall to the front entrance,
A man-servant was stanling there.

“Can you tell me the next London
up-train 7’

“Yeos, sir,
now."

““Ah ! then I have plenty of tdme.
Bad buslivess thi=."'

“It is, =ir; upsets everybody.
good a mastor, &1¢, as ever
Bit touchyv at times, but a
hearted man——""

““So I have heard.
are cut up, I see.”’

“Yes: the women have done
ing but cry all niecot and all
morni g,

““1 duon’t ree Lucy about.
pore to see her father 2"

“Fatler 2 He's been dead these five

lived.

noti:-
ithie

years 1

St tut, tut ! of course; how
stupid of me !

“¥ou meant her mother 2"

“0Of course.”’

LW ell; I haven't seen her albiout
this morning, so perhays she has

go o home with tlhe rews.™
“Very likely.
word with her, Is her mother living
in the same old place still 2"
Y08,
“Let’s
N o t?
“Thhrrough the wood, sir; that's the
hest way—Dbrings you right out ‘her
cnd of the village.'™
=0 It coes, to he
lmistala the place.’
““No, s1i: last house but one on the
right before you come to the lodge.’
Well, pood-day.”

. N
I|.|I'
1§ *

-

see, will my nearest way

I can'f

Sire.
|
|
|

“Good=-iay, eir.
The detecliive went by the path

1‘ Sixartly.
il.‘.:l‘n'_.';_fll the wood, and it then dawn-

led upon the servant that it was
strange that a London detective
shouldi Lknow Lucy, Lucv's mother,

]L’Lt:tl where they lived.
cur to lim that le Lad supplied the

| (ladstone, was it? Ah, end none - :

lof the servants can know he has |information himsell.

rone, vou say ?  Iiiend qf Mr. Ash-| (To e Continued.)

' leyv's, wis lie? Ah. T think 1'1 |

just have a few minutes’ chat with | T

|Afr. Ashley. And 1 will say gft:-::cl—! B o i e

'bye to you now for the present. And | ro KEEP FLIES AWAY.

|don’t you fret; no matier what hap-| During the hours when butchers’
and :'I“-ens_-', don't vou fret. Hememhber, -'slu:sps in Geneva are open in SUIM-

:rl:ﬂwm'c-r black thdngs lcok, T am De- -lmnr. vast multitudes of flies may be

| hind with a lght, and at the I‘-*I‘ﬂ—tsrvn on the outside walls, but not

‘per mement I ehall throw that light tone ever commes inside. This is due

|to the inner walls having been rub-
|bed over with laurel oil, which ef-
ifectually prevents .the Intrusion
‘the trouklesome inseets.

I have not seen him once

You have |

sheet befoie twelve o'clock  last
night.”

“How do you know that ?"'
| ‘It came on to rain here an hour
or so afier midnight,

““Yes."’

It doesn't; con-
sequently, he must have dropped be-

your assi.tance.

might mean that he got away by
tle last up-train, and il he has
reached London it makes it all the

more difficult for me to find bhim. So

ceem, I cannol answer oune of these
questions.”’

‘It is snrpricing.’’

‘““It. is only a week or two ago
that T first met bhim at my club.
No, he is not a member. He claim-

That ac-

“E'ﬂ', I think—I am not sure—that

at tle Chaiing

the
‘““Are you yot going to the inquiry

Um ! no, 1

1 00d-

an hour exactly fiom

Asg
linder-

All t' e servanis

Has she

I should just like a lin all.

It did not oc-

|the eve-balls by pressure,

of | Cavalry,

Bl .
-
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There is no means of testing the
vitality of seed which properly comes
under market condition, except by a
gerinination  test, writes Mr. A. D.
=shamel. In selecting seed corn it is
very important that a thorough test
of the wvitality be made. This can
be most casily and satisfactorily
done by taking three kernels out of
levery car to be tested, one from near

the tip, one from the middle and
ithe other from mnear the butt of
(the ecar. I'ill an ordmary plate
labout two-thirads full of fine sand.
|Pour water over the sand until it
runs oil the plate. 7Tip the plate at
an angle of about 45 degrees, and
allow the water to drain off a fow

Now plant the kernels of
corn point down in the sand and
barely cover with sand. DMake a
careful count of the kernels put in
each plate and keep an accurate re-
cord of the number. Now turn a
slightly smaller plate over the plate
of sand to prevent too rapid evap-
oration of moisture and set in a
warm place. Examine every day and
keep the sand moist. At the end
of ten days all the Kernels should
Fhave germinated. Count the kernels
that have sprouted and compute the
per cent. of germinating kernels. In
seed cornm 97 per cent. germination in
five days constitutes the standard of
vitality.

In scoring maturity, take each ear
up carefully and give it a sharp
twist. If it is mature it will re-
main firm and solid. If immature, it

minutes,

will twist lcosely about in the
hand. Count the number of imma-
ture ears and cut the exhibit one-

half point for every diseased, chaily,
iminature ear, For instance, i
there are six immature ears cut the
exhibit three points, or give it a
marking of two on market condition.
In cases where the corn samples
must be harvested unusually early
to be sent to the exhibit, as at fairs
held early in the autuinn, the ears
will not have dried- out, and conse-
quently will be immature. In such
instances the judge must take this
condition into account and score on
a uniform comparative basis.

In the study of market condition,
the per cent. of moisture in the sam-
ples, the number of diseased and in-
jured  kernels, together with the
amount of all bits of silks, husks or
other debris, is carefully and accur-
ately determined. Such tests may
not be practical in the actual pro-
cess of judging samples, but all corn

judges should hecome familiar with
these tests in order to train the
mind to take these conditions ac-
curately into aceount in scoring on

market condition.

.

SKILL IN MILKING.

Milking is an operation which re-
quires skill, as it has an important

efiect on the amount and quality ol
milk given. Dairymen know that
there are as great differences be-
tween milkers as bhetween cows, and
that cows will do much better with
good milkers than with others. In-
deed, good cows are often almost
ruined by pcor milkera.

The milker should avoid hand-

ling the cow more than is necessary
and he should make it a rule to do
his work quickly and thoroughly.
He should never go from a sick to a
well cow without first cleansing his
hands. The habit of wetting the
|hands with milk is filthy in the ex-
|treme, and should- never be practis-

ed. ome people think it is neces-
sary, but this is a mistake. The
hand . should be kept dry. If they

are not, it is impossible to prevent
drops of milk from constantly falling
from them into the pail.

The pail should be held close to
|the udder, so as to expose the milk
to the air as little as possible. The
further the streams fall and the
more they spray, the more dirt and

bacteria they colleet. Contamina-
ition from the foremilk must be
avolded by discarding the first few
streams drawn, or less than a gi]l

| This entails little loss, as
ithe first milk drawn is always poor
!5!':': butter fat, and it happens to be
badly contaminated, as is [requent-
Iy ‘the ease, much injury and trou-
ble may be saved.

DLINDIERS,

| Blinders were invented by an Ing-
lish gentleman to conceal the diseas-
ed eye of a valuable horse, and as a
coat-of-arms could be placed on them
others followed hLis example. They
are never used in Russia, and a shy-
ing horse is almost unknown there.
You Should Discard Blinders.—1,
Pecause unsightly. The beautiful
‘eye of the horse is cxchanged for a
picee of leather.
| 2. Because they are a cruelty to
the horse. All animals enjoy the use
of their eves.
3. LBecnuse

they Ifrequently injure
and when

order by fapping against
When close to the head also.
nritation causes inflam-

out ot
them.,
the nervous
mation.

4. Because animals are
rified by what they sce
or hear and do not sce,

5. Because wveterinarians discovered
aro that blinders are a com-
cause of disease ef the eve.
police and firc deparinent
lierses have fo blinders.

oiten ter-
inperiectly,

|
l
|

|long
mon

e e -
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WINTER POULTRY.

locate the poultry
buildings at some distance from
where the grain is stored, as this’
insures grealer salety irom rats and
ij:-w. Let the chickens out into the
| fresh air awhile each bright day, but
| keep them out of the snow. Providg
dust boxes for the fowls, if they
lare to be Kept reasonably free from
Ibody lice during the winter months,
Fine road dust procured in hot, dry
weather 18 superior to any other,
This should be placed so that it may
ireceive the sunshine on bLright days,
|as it will thus Go more likely to keep
L«th‘:lr.

An ocensional pailiul of wood ash:
es mixed with a pound of flowers of
sulphur, if stirred into the dust box,
will effectually keep the lice in check.
Eggs are what we want in winter
and to secure them the henhousa
must be kept snug and warm, but al-
so well ventilated, Artificial heat
is not advisable. The hens are warm
themselves and will sleep warm, if
jcrowded, Give them close quarters,
|[free from drafts and low roosts,
Clean under the roosts every morns
ing. Vary the diet as much as poss
sible.

It possible,

DIFFERENCE IN MANURE.

Far more attention may well be
given to stock feeding to enrich the
manure as well as to increase tha
produce of Deef, butter or milk,
There is a deep seated conviction in
the minds of many farmers that ‘‘ma-
nure is manure.”” They accept barns
yard manure ns a standard, regard-
less of the fact that it may vary
quite as much as an honest and an
unadulteranted commercial fertilizer,
Here agé a farmers must remember
that they can't make somcthing out
of nothing.

A meadow hay ration means meas
dow hay manure. Growing animali
produce manure of the least value

because their system requires 54
much of the food elements for ittt
growth; the  voidings of fattening

animals are the richer, if both ard
fed the same. And heres comes in g8
great point of winter dairyving. Ta
make good milk and butter, the
cows are richly fed and produce rich
manure. If only dry stock is kept,
which is fed in the cheapest manner
possibly, the manure is correspond-
ingly cheap in quality. Some farms-
ers can ‘‘figure'’ on these points to
advantage.

RYE IS A MILK MAKER.

Ground rye has not been used ta
any eXtent as a dairy cow feed in
this country. A very small amount
of it could perhaps be fed to good
advantage. In '"Denmark, rye has
been fed in small quantities to dairy
COWS, It is said to have a some
what  deleterious influence on thi
quality of ‘butter. The same state
ment applies to rye bran,

Not over 3 Ibs. ground rye or rye
bran should be fed in one day to a
milch cow. Wheat bran is always a
first-class feed for dairv cows when
it is mot too high in price. At %15
per ton or less, it can be f{ed to ad-
vantage when other feed stufis com-
mand present prices.

A ratioh of wheat bran, and cern
meal, equal parts by weight, will
give good results when [ed to dairy
cows. A ration of part rye, 2 parts
corn meal and 2 parts wheat bran or
gluten feed will also be found to giva

good results.

A
b

PERSONAL POINTERS.

e

of Interest About

I otes Some
Leading FPeople.
President Roosevelt now tips the

scales at 220 pounds. The President
has been trying to reduce his waight,
but his flesh is as hard as a knot,
and steadfastly refuscs to yield ta
ordinary methods, When he was
sworn in as President Mr. Rooscvelt
welghed 185 pounds, so that he
seems to thrive on the hard work
connected with the Administration.

The Czar has a palace at Tsars-
kKoye Selo, near St. Petersburg, which
stancs in grounds cighteen miles in
circumicrence. In the palace there is
a room1  known as the lLapis-Lazull
room, Lhe floor of which is ehony in-
laid with mother-ol-peanrl. There 19
lalso an amber room, the walls of
which are of the finest amber, picked
lout in a multitud: of exquisite de-
| signs. The walls of the palace
throughout are hung with the vrarest
tapestry and silk curtains.

Lord Kitchener has taken a bunga-
low called "“Wildlower Hall,"” a fow
‘miles distant up the hills from Sim-
la, India, and devotes himself, when

|his oflicial duties aré over for the
day, 1o gardening. “Coolics *!
0 L : P ““‘chuprassis’® (native ser-

|
|"L"'.,‘t!'.1.£-j}, aides-de-camp, and K. of K.
|

may all be seen at work in the gar-
den together,

| Lord Bute is well Dblessed with
Ithis world's goods. Ile inherited at

the death of his father something le-
tween $25,000,000 and $30,000,000,
iand his possessions are of a charanc-
jter that improve with keeping from

|the point of view of revenue. ¥e lhas
|residences at Cardili Castle: Mount
I..‘-itu:a,rt.‘ Rothesay; humiries ifouse,
|Ayrshire;, ana Mochrun:, Wigtown-
ishire, Mount Stuart, rebuilt Lo
talce the place of the ancient man-
Ision burnt down some twenty vears
lor so ago, Is fit for a king's palace
!T}t-- marble in it, rough hewn firo'n

before s

T'hi

P IET R BIVIE]

ithe quarries, cost
hand to 1t.

ymason had laid a

|whole eost of Lhe dwelling is said t
\have run awsy with the
‘of $3,750,000. |

setler par



