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glass windows of the Lombard Na-

tional Bank. At a distance it lra_ﬂl-:-

ed llke a ‘'run,’”” but a closer view
showed the entrance of the bank un-

wostructed. A notice, written in a

bwld hand, and hung inside the win-

dow, was the object of the crowd's
curiosity. It read :

““At the opening of this Bank to-
day, Mr. T. Fillmore Ballaine's
Balance was £2,117 16s. 8d.”

Pcr two weeks a similar notice
had appeared regularly upon the

window of the bank. It began on a

Monday morning, and the few that

glanced at it learned that 'T. I'ill-

more Ballaine had £660 25 1d there-

in. Who Mr. T. Fillmore Ballaine

Was no one seemed to know, and

why the bank should make public a

matter usually regarded as a busi-

ness secrel none could guess, But
everyone who read it puzzled over
it, and looked up at the notice the
next time they passed the Lombard

National Bank.

On Tuesday the notice read £300
12s. 7d., and on Wednesday it read
£876 9s. 5d. in the morning, but

Wwas replaced at the hour of closing |

by a new notice which read £720
19s. 3d. By Thursday the afiair was
in the papers, and on I'riday the
daily balance was the topic of the
town. All day long on Saturday a
crowd stood at the big window and
discussed Mr. Ballaine’s balance of
£1,250 7s. 8d., and passed
ments thereon.

At the hour of closing a new no-
tice proclaimed that Mr. Ballaine
had £1,499 19s. 11d. therein, and
some wag in the crowd gravely pass-
ed his hat, sayving : ‘“‘Let’s make it
even money ! On Monday morning
Mr. Ballaine was surprised to find
that someone had leit a deposit of
one penny for him, and that his bal-
ance stood at an even £1,500,

During the second week Mr.
laine's bank Dbalance climbed
slowly ; but every increase was hail-
ed with delight by the crowd in
front of the window, who knew
neither Mr. Ballaine nor the secret
of his peculiar advertisement, yet
Who thoroughly enioyved botih.

Not till Wednesday of the second
week did the notice in the window
credit Ballaine with £1,600. Then
& man in the crowd offered to het a
hundred that it would touch L£2,000
by Saturday. For a moment the
crowd thought he must be Ballaine,

Bal-

and guyed him ummercifully; but
somcone recognized him as a  city
sporting man, and his bet was not
taken.

Thursday was the tenth of the

month, and Mr.
paid a few bills, for on I'riday the
balance in the window went down
to £1,486, where it hung till
close of businczs of Saturday. Then
the clerk put up a new notice, and
the eager crowd cheered when it
read—£2,200 16g. 4d,

On Monday morning a portly man,
ruddy of face, grizzled and grumbl-
ing, pushed into the crowd and reaag
the notice. With a grunt of disgust
he entered the bank. The cashier re-
ccgnized him as one of his heaviest
depositors, and greeled him plea-
santly.

“Good morning, My, Penny.'*

““Good morning. I  heard about
your remarkable window, and came
to have a look. Strikes me as bhe-
ing ridiculous. 1 don't see how vou
came Lo allow it,”” s=aid My, Peuny,
removing his silk hat and wiping a
moist brow.

“Mr. Ballaine obtained permission
from the manager,”” replied the
cashier, smiling.

“He did, eh-? Who is thia man
Ballainge 2"

““A young solicitor. Very bright

fellow, quite original in his methods.
This plan was his own,
enough influence to bear
friends to obtain the necessary per-
mission from the powers that be.
It hos proved g remarkable attrace-
tion to the public.””

“IFriends, eh ? Who were they 2"

The cashier enumerated some  of
the most prominent of {he voung
business men of the city.

“All right.*” interrupted ihe capi-
talist, with the air of a man who
had heard displeasing news. “‘When
the young muan cories in tell him he
wins.”” Then he left the bank.

The cashier smiled. for he knew
what Ballaine's Cwinning'' meant.
and he reported the conversation to
the manager.

But the crowd outside knew
thing of this, and only gaped
usual at the sign. That day it
dropped to £1,920 9s od., and
mained there for ten days, when
Jumped to £10.400 11s. 24d.

Lthrough his

no-
2 B

1"
it
That

night the evening papers proclaimed |

the sale of My, Penny’s famous
riverside mansion tor a fabulous
sum, and conveyed the interesting

information -

“"The deal was consummated by
Mr. T. Fillmore Ballaine, g F;nlii.‘it:i;l‘
In Essex Chambers. whose commis-
sion on this deal alone was £ -
480.'

Next day many peonle looked
at the big window of the Lombard
National, but there was no trace of
Mr. Ballaine’'s balance. In its accus-
tomed place hung a sign, which
read

up

|
CoOil- |

monre |

Ballaine evidently |

the |

imoter, Penny

| side he figured that he must

He brought |
former's
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RENO WAIST.

This waist is a simple blouse made
over a litted lining. The collar of
lace is extended into the velvet
straps that are laced over and under
each other, and caught to position
by frequent tacking. 0Old rose, pas
tel blue, or leaf green cloth  will
develop a charming waist with trim-

ming of Dblack ribbon and cream
lace. 1
Quantities of material required.—

| The size for 13 years will require
one and three-fourths yards of goods
| forty-four inches wide, one-half vard
of all-over lace and six yvards of vel-
vet ribbon. The size for 16 years
will require two yards of goods
forty-four inches wide, with one-half
vard of lace and seven yvards of vel-
vel ribbon.

““Assay Office: Values Paid for Gold
Dust and Nuggets.''

But the public had become curious,
and the newspapers were worried
into doubling their efforts at solving
the puzzle; to no purpose, however,
las Mr. Ballaine frankly teold ihe re-
presentatives of the press to “‘go to
Jericho,”” and Mr. Penny was the
most silent man in Richmond. There
matters rested for a time : but when
certain society leaders began giving
recherche five o’clock teas for Miss

Penny, 1he Society Girl on the
“Daily Record' added suspicion to
speculation, and arrived safely at

the facts.
IT.

The story as told in the ""Record"”
was widely read,

1t related the coming of Mr. Bal-
laine to town, where he opened an
office as a solicitor, and proceeded
to get himseli known. Without wait-
ing for business 1o come to him, he
went about making business, and
with the small capital given him by
his father on which to begin life he
bought and sold, and at the same
time made friends, and studied men
and things.

Then he met the charming Miss
Penny, only child of Penny the pro-
the owner of shares
and financial interests galore, a man
of quick temper, who took delight in
& business encounter with a strong
mind. With Miss Penny the young
solicitor prospered : but with Mry,
Penny the sign never seemed be
right.

In the guiet of his office the young
solicitor planned assaults on the
father, having already won the
daughter’s blushing permission to do
so. He knew that the battle must
be a commercial one, but as the
Weapons were all on his adversary’s
Cil -

Lo

ture Mr. Penny  with My. Penny's
own ammunition. That took nerve,
but nerve was nothing to young
Ballaine.

The scene between Mr. Penny and

asked for Miss PPenny, was one of
the most delightful conflicts of the
business career. Mr. Penny
heaped up conditions which ne felt
sure the young man could not satis-
fy, and as Ballaine met them one by

one the elder man warmed to the
contest. He rather enjoyved Dbeing
bested in the preliminaries, as he

Telt sure of the main issue.

Character 2 The young man nam-

I-E'tl the best men in town as his gas-
| sociates. Family % The DBallaines
| were known in Yorkshire before

| Pennys were coined.
| young man had his profession, some
i real estate, mining steocks enough to

| paper a boarding-house, three thou-

|sand in the bank, and a nerve that
|was  worth fifteenpence to the shil-
ling. Out of the gquestion ? Not at
all ; the girl loved him, and he. was
merely calling on her father to ar-
range matters.

"No young man can marry my
daughter till he has £10,000 of his
own in the bank.'’

“"That’s easy. What will you take

for your building lands, My. Pennv?"’

Building lands
proud distinction. He had the bulk
of the best acres in Essex. Bal-
laine was striking at the very pearl
of the elder man’'s possessions. No
one had ever succeeded in getlting
him to put a price on them.

""No joking,”” said the young man.
“"How much 2"

Mr. Penny's soul expanded in
eCslasy as he named a price.

“I told you not to joke,”
the voung man severely. ‘I wa

al

id
a

sa
nt

the young Ballaine, when the latter |

Prospects ? The |

were Mr. Penny's |

|

|
|
|
|
|

“I'll take an option at that price
for ten days,’” said Ballaine.

L want £2,000 for the option,'
replied Mr. Pennyv. “‘I'll give you a
month to get that sum. When you
bring the cash I'll give you the
option.''

“That is fair,"” said Ballaine, ris-
ing to leave the room.

“Keep me posted,” shouted Mr.
Penny, as the yvounger man disap-
peared through the door.

“1I will,"” shouted the retreating
voice pleagantlyv. And then Mr.
Penny heard a ringing laugh come
back through the long hall, for the
lover had been struck with a sudden
inspiration.

That., week Ballaine gathered a
dozen wvoung men, personal friends,
leaders in the city’'s commercial life,
at a dinner. At the proper moment
he told them his plan, and they
helped him to win the manager of
the Lombard National to his aid.
A telegram to the Great Eastern
headquarters, offering the Penny
lands under Ballaine's promiced op-
tion, and the heretofore unpurchas-
able strip with it, brought a prompt
acceptance ; and for two weeks the
young man  sold his property right

and left to secure the required £2,-1

000, while the notice in the window
kept. Mr. Penny, and half the town,
also, posted as to his success.

He could have borrowed
amount, but he had a larger game
on ifiot that spurred him to win on
his own merits. His office became
crowded with nien who desired to

| buy or sell some bLit of real property

and do it quickly.
Men who wanted a certain bit of
property wrote Ballaine confidential

letters to buy the coveled corners
for them. By prompt buying and
selling Ballaine ' took commissions

from both sides, and the balance on
the window climbed. When it reach-
ed £2,000 mark Mr. Penny capitu-
lated. The word which he left at the
bank that Monday morning brought
Ballaine promptly to his office.
voung man
for £2,000,

“I don’t want your cheque.’” said
the elder man. ‘I want you to take

carred a signed cheque

that notice out of the hank win-
dow.”’
“Not just yet,”” said Ballaine. |

“Not till my commission for selling
your land to the Great Eastern has
been paid to me."’

“Do you want to ruin me 2’
manded Mr. Penny
alarm,

“A moment ago,"
“vyou declared that T could not
sell. Now you are afraid I can.
Your change of sentiment is a CcOImn-
pliment, sir.’”” And the young man
bowed.

“"After that option has expired,”
said Mr. Penny, “‘vou can frame it
and hang it in vour ofiice, Keep
your cheque. You will need it."’

Ballaine raced back to his office,
and then, with the option and cer-
tain abstracts and title, went to the
general manager of the company he
had been in treaty with to report
progress. ‘I'he manager, when he saw
the papers in all their delightful
completion, pounded on the table.
and called Ballaine a brick. The
business settled, the voung man re-
turned with vouchers and documents
proving preliminary settlements, and

de-
in well-assumed

said Ballaine,

planted the papers down for My,
Penny's inspection.

The old gentleman was much sur-
prised, but he signed his deeds and

accepted his price without a murmur. |

said tho
“'ig said

“Miss Penny's dower,”
“Record,” in conclusion,
on good authority to be a quarter
of a million. That means that the
Ballaine Bank Balance will shortly
take another jump.”

But the public
that balance on
don Answers.

never again
the

SO
window.—l.on-

| hens away.

I
that |

The |

when they refuse to lay in the poul-
try-house, and begin to deposit their
€€gs 1n  the hay-loft, in the food-
troughs, or away in the fields. the
chances are that lice have taken pos-
| Session of the nests and driven the
A single broken egg in
|tim nest will soon cause millions of
| lice, and once they secure a foothold
they stick closely until they are driv-
(en off by heroic treatment. Keep the
nests clean, and always have tobac-
co-dust, or earth saturated with CATr-
bolic-acid, convenient for scattering
in the nests when cleaning them.

|
CHOOSING A BREEDING COCK.

In choosing a breeding cock, be
sure he possesses, as near as possible
|nl] the qualities sought after in his
ihruzml; and that he is exempt from
disease and deformity, It is much
| more important that the cock should
| be comparatively perfect than that
jany of the hens allowed him should
!Iw, as his blood will assist in the for-
| mation of every chicken: whereas,
leach hen will assist in only a frac-
li.i-::n of the whole. The cock should
be the very personification of activi-
ty and vigor; his comb and wattles

should be a fine red; his head neat
and carried, high; his breast broad
land prominent, body deep; legs

medium in lengih and set well apart;
and his whole irame broad and trim.
A two-year-old bird should be given
the preference as a breeder.
HAMBURGS.

Hamburgs are among the most
;bt'ﬂiltifli] of the breeds,
'burgs are more popular in England
‘than in America, and as a natural
|consequence they are found much
nearer perfection there than here. All
;the varieties possess so many char-
acteristics in common that the best
(authorities agree that originally they
‘all sprung from a common stock.
' All the varieties are commonly desig-
nated as non-sitters. They are ac-

tive and nced free range, being com-

paratively of little use when penned
up. They seem to require at least a

moderate range, and will require lit-

tle food beside what they forage for
themselves under favorable circum-
' stances.
||s-r5r and under good management a
'single female has been known to pro-

|{ir0d eggs. It is not true, however,
that they never desire to sit. The
Spangled variety is perhaps better
ors claim that they are hardier, but
the golden are not so numerous as
| the other varieties. It is difficult, if
|not impossible, to judge
'markings of the adult fowl will be by
‘the feathering of the chick until af-
ter its first molt. Indeed, it fre-
‘quently happens that they do not
(show their finest plumage until after
‘they have once or twice changed
their feathers,
WHITIE MINORCAS,

The White Minorca should have a
red face and white ear lobes., as in
‘the Black, which it also resembles in
size, shape, carriage and symmetry.
In size the white are said to have a
slight advantage, being somewhat
larger, but it is not so claimed in
the ‘“*Standard’’; as to vitality and
'prn(hi::iirmwss-:, it stands on an equal
dooting with the other variety, and
‘has the repuiation of being a great
layer of eggs, large and uniform in
's1ze and color, and of the same deli-
cate flavor. The plumage is snow
white and should be within a single

stam. It is not known how it was
produced, but as all black hirds oc-
casionally throw white chicks, no

'doubt the white variety was thus ac-
cidentally originated, improved and
perfected, until we have one of the
most attractive-looking and truest
breeding varieties among our domes-
:T.i{‘. poultry. The chicks are Very re-
'markably precocious and mature very

FOR THIE CORONATION PROCIES-
STON.

The State carriage in which King

don. The landau is a mass of gold,

land gilders have been hard at work

| for the past month ; the Heraldic
Painter is also painting the Royal
Arms and the several orders upon

Fdward will enter the city is ap- | the panels. Tne new hammock cloth
proaching completion at the cur-|is  of rich vermilion -cloth, purple
riage works of Messrs. W. and F. | velvet, and gold lace, frieze and
| Thorn, Great Portland street, Lon-|bullion, with gold coat-oi-arms

' beautifully chased in centre.

The Ham-

They are great egg-produc-

duce in a year as many as two hun-

‘known than the penciled, and breed-

what the

need treatment which they camnot get
when allowed to run and roost with
other stock; and, besides thefr un-
cleanly habits make them unfit com-
panions for live stock, and it is dis-
agrecable to hbave them roosting
about the barn. They take on ver-
min more readily than any other
creatures, and when allowed to roost
in the sheds or stables are almost
sure to cause lice ‘on the cattle and
horses, Kept in a house of their
own these evils are avoided, and the

fowls themselves can be kept in a
much better condillon. TIFowls should
never be allowed to rooat in the

stables. Although the hens will lawv
in the troughs and racks. yet they
do more damage to the hay than the
eggs can repay. Not only do they
fowl the stalls and floors, but are
noisy and disagreeahle to the ani-
mals, to say nothing of the fact that
they can transfer lice from their bod-
ies to every portion of the stables,
which become hard to eradicate and

entail mueh labor and annovance,
Have the poultry-house dry and
warm. In making a tarred-paper

rooi on the poultry-house it is better
to fasten the paper with plastering-
lath, as the tins made for the pur-
pose of holding the paper in place
oiten cut into it and allow it to be

ripped up by hard winds. TIf a coat
of coal-tar be applied every six
months the roof will soon become

hard like tin and shed wafer
pletely.
4

GENERAL INFORIATION.

COI-

Tit-Bits of Knowledge About Al-
most Everytuing.

Nine-tenths of England’s railway
passengers travel third-elass.

Venice has a cafe which has been
open day and night for 150 years,

In every 1,000,000 British prople
7,700 have incomes of over e1,000,

There are in London 850,000 peo-
ple, in families of five, occupying
one room.

At Brighton two men played ping-
pong in a cage containing a dozen
lions.

About forty tons of letters pass
daily through the General Post Office
London.

The growth of girls is greatest in
their fifteenth year, of boys in their
seventeenth.

The cost of firing a single shot
from a 16in. gun would pay a pri-
vate soldier for five years.

The Laplanders are the shortest
pPeople in  Europe, men averaging
4ft. 11lin., women 4{t. 9in.

In 1871 Germany had only
cities with over 100,000 inhabit
Now there are thirty-three.

Instead of an engagement-ring, the
Japanese lover gives his sweetheart
a piece of beautiful silk for her sash.

Belgiumm and Spain are the only
countries where patents are granted
for so long a term as twenty years.

A palm tree which grows on the
banks of the Amazon has leaves 30
feet to 50 feet in length and 10 feet
to 12 feet in breadth,

If the earth were equally divided
among its inhabitants, each person
would get about twenty-three and a
half acres,

The corporation of Harrogate,
England, make some $75,000 a year
out of the mineral springs owned by
the town,

In nearly everv street in Japanese
cities is a public oven where, for a
small fee, houscwives may have
their dinners and suppers cooked for
them,

Water thrown upon ice in the Arc-
tic regions will shiver it just as
boiling water breaks glass. This is
because the ice is so much colder
than the water.

Berlin's black book, the criminal
record kept by the police. now con-
sists of thirty-seven volumes con-
taining 21,000 photograrhs of erim-
inal's of all classes,

Iingaged girls in Denmark wear a
plain gold ring on the third linger
of the left hand. When they pet
marridd the ring is movel ta the
third finger of the right hand.

The highest price ever paid for a
poem was 6,000 golden crowns paid
to Sannazaro by the cilizens of
Venice for his eulogv on their city—
a4 poem of six lines only.

The cows in Delgrium wear
The law

eight
ants,

CATTINES.

decrees  that every cow
when it has attained the age of
three months must have. in 118 ear. a

ring to - which is altached a
ed metal tag,

In parts of Norway and
where, during the sumraer.

nuimber-

Swotlen,
i

Lhec1re 1S
almost continuotis davlicht barley
SPOps are grown with only from six
| Lo eight weeks interyve; g L etween
| sced-time and harvest.

T'he oldest stean engine now at
work is Dbelieved to le 5 Newconien
| winding engine at Fariece | olligey,
||*:I.i!_]1{‘l";_.','11'11. near Glasgow. 11 was
built in 1809, and hi:es weried con-
tinuously to tlhe preseit 1imme.

In Japan., smali chilidren  of Lhe
poor, who have the gilt of Lray ing
|and no nurses Lo leok wiier thens
|are =afeguarded by b, wple  pre-
caution of hauging wigls  round
their necks whieh tel! their I OIes
and addresses.




