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WUELD []F LHNDUN1te:-i¢r resemblances, each great wae-
l tal has a distinct character of 1its

— own. The man who has money to
spend and who wishes to make a

show with it, naturally goes to the

T o HOTEL
GREAT PALACES OF THE PAST
AND PRESENT.

little Antonctia. 'leit in total darkness.
Jad they wolested her 7 Was Hhﬂ; The horror of my situation
wlso Lo sulier for having married now greatly increased.
|E3 me 7 Four litvle girl, how

e - - L ' 1
: ‘ The first thing that my thoughts light disappeared, and now I was
ﬁ flew Lo wns 1y

was
I could not
she ' gee now how quickly the walls were

would worcy at my absence ; and npearing tha contre, so I worked L:Ef?“- '111‘:3 quieter man seeks the
e | the thought, ever uppermost in her gway at the other two bricks like a T Savoy. None but ‘th_l fﬂ‘bliiﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂ
'mind, that I should get into the ' madman, for I thought that every | Pioneers of the Improved London | would penetrate Claridge’s. And

| hands of Don Carlos, was [ullilled Ltt-fnmrnent. I should feel the wall

: be- 1 —Their Origin and ycu‘::hm:l-:? be s_lt. least o Senator or

T had just bidden my wsf_e gngdﬂ last. But what was the end to be ¥ |hind me pushing me 1o my awiul 2 TGrnwth - foreign e if you wish to stay

night—my littlc Epanish W"‘f'}f-"m. | T was evidently not to be starved L0  doom.  Oh, the awful horror of that J at Browns. If you are a hasty

had heard her footsleps l-ut:mlungl | death, for by Iy side was a plate | terrible fight against time in the Twenty-five years ago London had Lli]b.l!'lf."ﬁ:i lnan you go to the Midland

up the stairs of what lﬁiﬁ’efﬁ”ﬂ'}‘m bread and meat and some water |darkness ! I had long been unable b2 ; - |Grand or Charing-cross. 1f you are
10me. !

“iour strange Engiish
had won her in Spain, and had wed -

in a glass.

lto do my work lying down, for the

| probably the worst hotels of any of

the great capitals of the world, says

a cosmopolitan and study your per-

. ! Then 1 l‘*'.‘l'!'l(-!'_'ub{:]w.}d the horrors Uf'chﬂny wnlls gniy left a space of ') el I n A | : |SDI]:]_.| comfort you will [‘n'ﬂbub]y 20
: S ’ e : | : e London Daily Mail. To-day 1t 5 s Ry ~

ded her against her father's ,Wmh%' the Inquisition. Was 1 to be tor-labout two feet all round the inky |. .= eome of the best. The hotel to De Keyser's on the Embankment.
In fact, shoe had eloped with me. | 9% Tha s I nas  some Colonials and Americans have a
n fact, ! England | tured Lo death ? “The room was not hole. , habit has become a fmh[ﬂnﬁbm-r rSe s Yot the G 5Ta hotel Tl
and we had haslened to Tng ' ldark, and 1 looked round to see| I had worn away almost the entire | .. People now live in hotels ondness for Lhe Lxorcon: hoLess. 10
wheré I led her to the altar. craze. Peop s

She was very beautiful even for
a Spanish senorita, and had broken

discovered that it came from several
slits in the ceiling about 2 feet 1n

lI'rum whence the light procended, and IblﬂtIE of myv knife, and still there re-
'mained a brick to be removed. Near-

during the season instead of taking
town houses. Those who still have

I'roederick hotels, the IRRussell and the
ireat Central have hardly yet had

3 . ' to obtain a peculiar stamp.

er and nearer came the walls, and 1 = heii hiva time

4 't beior . - : ' . |LLondon mansions on their hands T Ui 7 : #
many a don's hEnIL‘btafL‘;lE I.IE';_VT; i:t'fv | length and a couple of inches wide. now had only a foot of space 1In patronize the hotels for meals. Not 1:"'-{11"."1[. :u;,r] nlldbhntnlgdin “.DT_‘ I_J_nn
real affection and brought h ::1| I then rose to my feet and looked |which to sit and finish my work, tont with dining out, your smart don, untouched by modern invasion,
little estate in England.  he e - 5 1 hole brick se be i S ' ' : still retain their aristocratic connec-
‘ ; ; ¥ ture of her round the room for some loophole and the brick seemed to be In  as | ... of to-day must have her . l o
all the hot, impulsive na $F Hhal of escape, but I might as well have tight as ever, the perspiration run-| o .. o0 tea at Claridge’s, her :tmn. 1t may "Ei l;ly :-,lru t,ﬂ hem
country, and “}P i | tried to escape from a jewel safe. ning off my fevered brow and drop- |, . .1 4t the Carlton, and some ultra- |that they provido ¢ least accom-
‘“runaway match’’ suited her, m}d 'Then I felt drowsiness creeping over ping on the stone floor. E'“l‘"‘:"‘t‘ Reople Vi beon trying it modation for the most money. They
L} - - 5 B I]:.-L‘ = o, - " ] 1 Fy §
vor a year we had been perfectly !mt} again, and I lay down and slept. | At Jast the brick Wwas loosened, to create a craze for going out fior mn.sm':_dl. rﬂ'mﬁhﬂfiuﬂ' “‘ff-}“‘-“: S
happy. _ It was a troubled, broken sleep, in-land a moment later went dashing up-to-date conveniences. 1elr  Sere

She loved me with an ardour.and |

passion seldom or never met with
in an English wife, and I reciprocat-

'terrupted by rude dreams and alarms
|When I awoke I thought that
lroom seemed darker, and 1 imagined

the

'down  the well. 1 paused to wipe
‘my wet face and rest a few minutes,

breakfast.
The twenty leading hotels of Lon-
don represent a capital of something

vants are of tho most old-fashioned
cut. their furniture is usually skubby
and out of

; . - Then an awful thought flashed upon |,.,, wen millions sterling. During | date, while their prices
ed the feeling in a mﬂ}r - TIfmtt.h;?:- 'that night was ccming on. It was me. When the walls receded would -Elllc;us;;rvtnmznih thov .Iu'Eﬁmnmdatﬁ'Eft_inl_ E[:-:nﬂlg:-i ;;::‘i‘::ﬂd #E;;s:h -11'_ t'I;a
i{ﬁ;nxa}f&t{g?}lnﬁdm:,ml;ﬁr the Elﬂr_’ﬁf'tr by any means dark, but the 'not the stone slabs again cover the | about 8,400 gucsts every night, est known res 5. eil D

|1ight., certainly seemed less than when

'well and my only chance of escape

and |4 .ons are the very best people. Old-

fous sunshine of our lives it  was, = TR ; find employment for 4,500 servants. |y . pionad  country families, who
the dread she had of a Spanlard by if:-rhggmﬁ?;i;rﬂﬁ-p'm::niﬂ{iilee‘1 klnﬁlr Bt 8 ;‘?nrh{]gaia;ffﬁgimie:; The Gordon holels represent an i~ |woyld regard even Ciaridge’s with
the name of Don Carlos, who had | . 4 4 5 wandering to my wife and ‘thpf was driving the walls towards vestment of three and a half mil-) gicdain, go to these places like sheep
been the accepted suitor for her 'then to 111}: mnthgﬂr and my old 'thg centre was g]’ﬂﬁﬁt likely respon- 1ions, and secur‘ed = b L S | They know the landlord and look on
hand. I;i].’ehwn.;s ri;i:; a[n-.'l :mtt,ll beeglliume : l&ible  for 'L]m‘opening; 5 tha lof £156,000. The Cecil is run on a [y4.." ¢ o kind of family retalngr.
promised her hand by her father, and | ; :

it was the continual pressure that

he brought upon her to marry him—

whom she hoatede—that had induced
her to fly with me.

Sometimes she would tell me of
hkim, her frame shaking with fear
and her dark eyes flashing with
hate, and what he would do when
he learned of her marriage. ‘‘He will
go mad,’”’ she said, ‘‘and search all
over the world for you.”

I assured her that the English law
would protect me, and Lhat she need

] After a time I felt cramped and
‘rose to a sitting posture, and, look-
|ing round, I thought that the room
appeared smaller than when 1 had
|Eﬁ:rst. looked round it ; the black
‘walls appeared to be closer, and,
'glu,n-.:ing up at the slits in the ceil-
ing, 1 saw that they were not SO
long ; they were partly covered
the walls.

Then I noticed with awful horror

mouth.

| I was in despair and abandoned all
‘hope, and made up my mind to end
(it all by springing into the yawning
hole. Then again I remembered that
lthn glabs had reached their limit
| before the walls had reached to with-
'in a couple of yards of the plt, so 1

| that limit before the hole began

'close. This did not take so long to

Pit’s | scale greater than the whole govern-

ment of more than one South Am-

arican state.
THE OLD AND THE NIEW,

The pionecers of the improved Lon-

| dann hotel undoubtedly were the Gor-

don Company, and their great houses
the Grand, the Victoria, and the

by ‘concluded that they would recede to {n[ut1~upg|g_ were revelations to Lon-
to don.

But in recent years they have
had very keen rivalry. The Savoy

|that not only were the walls cloSing | ¢hink as to write, and before I had prought luxury to the Thames Im-

/in upon me, but in the centre of the

'properly reasoned it out I felt the |pankment.

The Frederick Syndicate

A married couple wilh an income
of from £800 to £1,000 a year can
secure luxuries and accommodation
in a hotel which would be impossible
elsenvhere. But they have no home.
However long yvou remain in a hotel
vou can never put your feet on your
own mantle, lock your door, and
feel that vou are in your own castle,
where the world canmn® penetrate,

—_—
ITOW IIE SPELLED CAT.

room was an opening like a  small | 4,4 wall touching my back. Still I |pave fought them on their own An old army surgeon who was fond
have no fear on my account, but | : : e e : v, |have loughti Ul Ol : : : N od :
every now and thanythe foar would |Vell, which seemed to be getling |gid not get into the pit, as I knew I |ground by building monster palaces of a joke, if not perpetrated at his

return, and she would pray me to be
always on my guard. She described

his features to me, and told me, in |

|larger as the room was decreasing
in gize. In a flash the awful truth
was upon me : the walls would close

'should require all

my strength to in wvarious

parts of the country,

hold on until I could climb out when |palaces which count thelr rooms al-

the walls had again receded.

I
|

most by the thousand, and Lhe

| quencies of some of the

own expense, was somewhat severe
in his remarks on the literary delin-
officers ap-

| . PR &

i i .. in towards the hole and I should be | A jast the moment arrived when |gy I : b (1 ..o |Pointed from civil life. At mess re-
her impulsiv Spanish manner, if | : : 3 : s ground they occupy Dy e acre. sipir SRR Vi nicbi
Eﬁer ] Elet h?m tl:; shoot him at graduaMy forced inch tfj'r inch 10 an 'I pould no longer sit on the small (T'hen in 1896 came that triumph of EE’HLIF 1‘:*“ FGE“TE‘I D”m_’l‘!mlfﬂ;'lfjll‘ th
once. “‘Kill him," she would say awful death, down into that un- 559 ever-decrcasing  ledge, and |parbaric splendour, the Cecil, with 5 Dﬂf_: mﬂ J}I'_D;-”ch acquainted Wi
sotting her little white teeth, “'be- | <Ho™n sl | tremblingly I got into the mouth of lits accommodation for 750 people. [“2PIaIN DASH:

fore he has a chance to kill you."’
After a year had gcne by I began
to hear less of Don Carles, and hop-

When I discovered this I was like
a madman : I cursed and prayed in
' the same breath and rushed 1round

the pit, hanging on to the top until |Nnt satisfied with this, the Cecil is

1 got my foet into the holes I had

'made for them.

|

hun-
Railway hotels

now busy adding a couple of
dred more bedrooms.

““Yes, I know him well,’”" replied
the doctor. ‘‘But what of him?"*
“Nothing in particular,’” replied

.~ the room shrieking and tearing at| 7y £ ard. but I confess hnve he s 2 . ond preat. | the officer. ‘I have just received a
ed that 1 should soon hear of him | am not a coward, bu Iess  have been growing greater an great- | g . :
no more. But I did not then fully iiﬁg EEJ?JI;Ye:hﬂafl}xsaiegndmﬂmlléfr fcfflilt.h?z that I was frightened—terribly |opr (he leaders of them being the letter from him, and I wager you a

understand the true nature of a dis-|

frichtened—as I was

feeling aboul |Midland Grand with 400 bedrooms,

case of wine that you cannot tell in

. = ; a few feet of that yawning Dblack foet for those holes. For | o RN oy a=n |five guesses how he spells cat.”
B,pp:mnte:l and bg,uiked bpamaﬂ:} TS f[‘:lt‘;:: Tﬁnuﬁiq Iﬂ e i :f}lim 't,ht:::1l l:.,r_:iu:raii Lﬂiﬂlm ntrw::rsl}grriig. e’ said the datton L il
I did not know with what tanac1t3,r| Then I erawled on my hand and | : . \Then Claridge s as ftre )

ha pursues the object of nis hate and '

the bloodthirsty manuner in  which
he delights to take his revenge. As
it was, I never thought of him save
when my wife
and never dreamed thati I should
ever see him, much less under the
terrible circumstances that are here
related.

On tha night that I referred to at
first T heard my wife close the door.

mentioned his name, |

knees towards it and looked down,
'but saw nothing but inky darkness.
I discovered that the hole was now
'nearly as large as it would get. Two
of the centre slabs of the stone floor
had been made to recede, leaving a
yawning abyss about 6 feet in dia-
meter, and these slabs had now re-
'ceded their limit, but the walls were
still moving slowly, very slowly to-

(the edge of the pit, butl soon

finger-tips, and I had to loose
' hold and clutch the back of
‘bricks from
the others.

the |ywith suites for 480 visitors, and the
‘cold, pitiless walls touched my hot | Carlton came to the fore with

ac-

my |commodation for about 300 guests.
the [The Carlton is considered, and right-

which I had removed |1y the last word in hotel luxury. Its
I had scraped out some |manager, M. Ritz, is the genius of

‘of the mortar behind the bricks un- |the IKuropean hotel world.

;ﬂﬁl‘ the two I had removod, so that
‘this afforded a hold.

| Then commenced that

The hotel
course has its

world of London of
romances. Some of

terrible |{he bipgest establishments have been

struggle of endurance, the horrors of |cented by their proprietors out of

| wager."”

Ly

‘“Well, cominence guessing, said
the officer.

“K-a-double-t."”

n;h"‘uli!

“C-a-t-e."’

‘““‘No, try again.'’

“‘K-a-t-e."’

"“No, vou've missed it again.”

“Well, then,”” returned the doctor,
“‘e-a-double-t.""

' . i wards the centre pit. ' which almost drove me mad. It |j|i{tle or nothing. In one case the “‘No, t,rhut':-; not the way; try once
ggiilnIillllttl?ecgiiilﬂ%dwtgsl'ia{nl?néﬁﬁi . Eﬂmgned IPFEE” o ““2’,}‘1]?“' £ .I could not have been many minutes ;EECI‘E‘;&I‘}" of {Lg temperance society '111?1{‘13_: HI.E,T; e B EHES,

Should think that I had been sitting .":75“1 : tﬂhml'f’l awful fiﬂtﬂ::l—d “‘:'! W,E:S ‘before  the walls began to recede, opgned a tiny house. This became --i,r{: RS e e U
thus for about half an hour when ::1 w;‘n E'.;. W;ﬂ:}te:;: Lere?xtl thﬁ Putftorue L ieeeTrec. MOBES: LTEH; i chawdedutal; e 'had uocoalo s Lhetwq;.v- vtuu'vp lost tg;m bet."’
suddenly the IFrench windows which hgitnua %f .L‘nic: Iit e i:h-:}uld T Eo few seconds I would put up one 0f lcaecond. House was added to house, > way: 3 - :

looked on to a little lawn in front N :

of the house opened, and I saw a

‘dashed to pieces on some huge boul-

my hands to feel the walls.

| They | servants were multiplied, accommo-
came to the extreme edge of the DPif |dation improved, and if one wishes

“Well,”" said the doctor with some
petulance of manner, “‘how does he

man standing in front of me with dm—ﬁ o imp??e{? l.ll:iﬂll fsnn'lci-l Lilrﬂn}ﬂ*“d seemed to stay there for some to see the outcome he need only go Spfl\i,]‘t' : alls i lca ke lied

a revolver in each hand. |t thateoRg, G Eeal D 2 e time 'to Smith’s big hotel in Southamp- l et S HE il e e 4 o
B et orinhd Hinationes s tife high 'stories of the Inquisition, and won-| A{ Jast, when I puf up my hand T |ton row. In another case a butler the wag with the utmost gravity,

cheek-bones, the black, glitteriﬁg'd*?;:}i%hwﬂighié‘éf ‘;‘f“ ahs?:e??aiiﬁf; T it,lmum not feel the walls, and I knew |started a boarding house in the amid the roars of the mess; and al-

eyes, and the dark waxed mous-
taches told me at once that this
was the man whom my wife dreaded

g0 much—the Spaniard, Don Carlos. land listened. Tt

| onds before I heard it crash on to

Direclly I saw him I read murder in
his eyes. Without him telling me so
I knew that if I moved he would
lire,

Presently he spoke in fairly pgood
LEnglish.

‘were water I took off my gold
‘watch (I should not require it again)
‘and dropped it down the black hole
seemed somme sec-

some hard substance below.
‘not water—I kad prayed
'might have been.

It was
that it

‘ After I had dropped my watch I

‘that they were really receding. They [West End. His boarding house

be-

| went, back much more rapidly than|came a heotel. To-day it stands in

they had eclosed _
fact, that in a few minutes the light

in, so much s0, in |{he

front rank of the big London
palaces, and its owner is a great

was again streaming in through the lcountry gentleman, a justice of the

glits in the ceiling. I had _'iu.qt
my hands on the ledge to lift myself

from my perilous position when
' became suddenly aware ol a

great

got | peace, a member of Parliament, and

tho owner of fine estates.®
HAVE A TARIFIF NOW.

most choking with rage, the doctor
sprang to his feet, exclaiming:

“Gentlemen, I am too old to be
trifled with in this manner.”

DON'T BLAMIZ THIZM,

The maid thrust het head inside
the door of the family sitting-room

noticed that the inside of the huur]ﬂiﬂ-':'{}rrl D 1ig]1!; gom g Al from §/eppes YA g Im_LeI pricem = Hang tm’t'l“nliill(:‘ltﬁtﬁﬂ:g the coakroaches is
“Listen,” said he, “and if you | . b:'di-;*led e e re:llhkﬂ A door in one of the w;m.:-?. lgone down alongside the lmprove- Lllil:f; ‘i:ll o qm,hry bl
move so much as an inch you are a bﬁhl X t Stk 'ltiuyt A | Thinking that someone was enter- tnent fn‘ accommodation. The old, wi:i Vo meu{:""“.' ;
dead man. I loved a maiden once, | :,]_E {S'f uu s?ic E":'Hr" IJ"] I:;-m : m‘_.“tf .ing, I hastily got back into iny for-!sncertain period when you never ' :
the prettiest maiden in Spain. (EED B 100030 SWOIC N SR RS o e

She
did not then love me, but she would
have done so. Her father had given
her to me, and she was looked upon

'my case seemed absolutely hopeless.
| Then thoughts of my wife came over

me. I pictured her weeping and

searching for me in vain.

| observation.

from
foot-

mer position so as to be free
Then I heard
| steps on tha
| see nothing,

stone floor, but could 'with the hotei clerk before hand, has

as the person had en- |

knew what yvou
Uniess you

were going to pay
bargained and chaflered

now passed away. In the up-to.date

“‘Cockroaches, Norah!" exclaimed
AMrs. Strong, much displeased, “'How
does it happen that you have allowed
themn to become so numerous?’’

: Heavens ! |4 .. he d f the r COrres- : : z b “They kim here from Mra. Pair-
as my futurc wife by everyone who - |tered the side of the rooin corres- hotel you can test every charge b e i H ;
: e 1 ‘o was there no means of escape from | : . =36 f the pit to | i Y : : . | kins's, mem, nixt door mentioning
k > 3 £ ' e 2 'ponding to the side o e pit. to the tarifi, and even the price of your | '

new us. Then an IEnglishman came | these pitiless, closing wals 2 I

and stole her, won her by his lying
tongue, took her away with him and

Then a strange thought suggested

| which I was clinging.

'bedroom is usually recorded on your

' Then I heard a loud burst of laugh= |

room ticket or marked on the walls

a neirhbor with whom her mistress
was not on very good terms.

married her. When I learnt of it I |itsell to me, only to be put aside ter, which I at once recognized as of your room. There is a printed lncl’['f”“: i:"m”f:{ M': 1Perlt.1ns oL ,dd"d
took an oath {0 find and murder iﬂs impossible, but a drowning man | proceeding from that wvillain, lrl'uﬂ scale for uverythinz. Wines are still tll:ﬁy'? bmiil‘['l ;E'* e -1:1“‘::'“[5;-'- Eunsdl '5-'1";
him, kill him as he had my hopes, 1 ;Eilll.t'-llm at o straw, and I dﬂit‘l‘ﬂl}ﬂ- ' Carlos. Then he murmured to him- ridiculously high. and we have yet ‘;] ¥ “|“3'1 1t“?r*11 ' _'3‘ i Dnh
have found him. You are the mn.nf'?d to try it. It was to remove with 'self in Spanish something that I to find the hotelkeeper who regards |’ ﬂl:‘lE llﬂ-—“: -*I: 1iey'd starve to deat
and I intend to have my vevenge.’’ (X¥ penknife the mortar of four could not. understand. but I knew |fruit as anything but a pernicious in that house!

I was cool at the commencement | Pricks—two in which to put my |{hat he was gloating over my sup- luxury, for which you must pay

of this discourse : but as he went
on, and I pictured my little Anton-

feet and two for my hands ; and to

wait thus clinging to the inside of

'posed fate.

Presently he stepped to the edge of |

‘heavy extras.

Fven in the newest es-
tablishments you may have a doren

MORE: THAN ONE SOFT SPOT.

‘“You

_ . must not touch the top ot
otta. the wife of that villain, my |the weall until the walls had again |[the pit, and I knew that I should be solid dishes for your breaklast if you |the baby’s head,’” said a mother to
blood boiled, and I answered that | retreated. !f_iiﬁf‘-ﬂ'&'l?"t'ﬂ'{l. but rather than undergo- :Ut[:;me without additional charge, | Loy four-year-old. ‘‘She has a soft
I would die with the consciousness Then Don Carlos, thinking I was 'fresh tortures, 1 determined to re- | but if you desire a cherry. a banana, |spgt there that is very tender.”
that I had rescued a woman from |dead at thc bottom of the hole, |lease my hold and drop down the or an apple, yvou will duly find it| rhe voungster gazed at it curious-
a fate worse than death. 1 told him | might rclax his vigilance, and I ! well. Then like a lightning flash E[.ruL down in your bill. In the up-to- )¢ for ‘;1. moment and then asked:—
that Anlonetta hated the mention of | might perchance escape. It was a cawe dnother thought, and almost |date houses to-day the general prices -

his name.

Whilst he was still covering me
with his revelvers he made n motion
to a confederate. A man came for-
ward, and before 1 could’ clearly dis-

wild hope and desperate in the ex-
{reme, but it was better fhan dying
without making an effort to save my
life. The room was now oniy about

10 feet square, and I had, I reckon-

las quick I acted on it. He had just
' reached the mouth of the pit, and
'before he had time to discover me,
;I loosed one hand, and with a

to 10s Gd.

run—I'or single bedroom, from 6s5;
a suite of rooms, from 25s; break-
fast, 3s Gd: lunch, 38s 6d; dinner, 5s,
You should be able to

“‘o all babies have soft spots on
their heads?"’

..'&1".'-_“‘.; FF

““‘Did papa have a solt spot on the
top of his head when he was a ba-

strength born of madness I clutched | pay vour way in a good hotel for |pye*! ._
cern his iptention struck me a vio-|ed, about four hours to do my work, [one of his legs. from six guineas to len guineas a “Yos,” replied the mother, with a
lent blow on the head, and 1 remems- which would give me, if I were suc-

bered no more.

k 3 * * - L

When I came to myself and collect- |

ed my thoughts I found myself lying
on the floor of a rood-sized room.
How long I had been unconscious or
in what part of the world 1T was 1
could not say, but T could see at a
rlance that I was not in a room in
my own house. I was not bound
either hand or foot, and after a few
moments I sat up and looked around

|
|
I
!

'T had removed the first brick,
|;1w:_'|.:'.r it went erashing down to the
' bottom of 1
| menced on another about a foot to

cessful in removing the bricks, about
fifteen minutes to rvest mysell before
getting into the black hole.

I lay down flat and commemnced in
a wild frenzy at a brick as far down
as I could reach. The mortar was
terribly liard, but bit by bit I chip-
ed it out until in less than an hour
and
hole. Then 1

the CcoOIm-

To my dying day I shall remem-
ber the cry he gave as he went
| erashing down to the awiful doom he
' had praepared for me. Then with 0«
| feeling of horror at what 1 had done
| I got ovut of the ebony room and out

lof the bouse of horrors unmolested.

| T found myself in Spain, as 1 had

| partly supposed, and I lost no time |

in getting back to England.

I I found my wife terribly upsel at
| my prolonged absence. She had
' quite given up all bope of ever see-
' arain, but when I told her

week.

Within the past f{ew years the
fachion has very materially increas-
ed of living altogether in hotels.
Residential hotels, mainly for per-
manent guests, are gradually being
established among us. Queen Anne’s
Mansions, by St. James" Park, was
the first and is still the greatest of
these. Lvery reader of Mrs. Lynn
Linton's Dbiography will remember
her greatful sigh of relief when she
threw off the burden of housekeeping

sich, “‘and he has got it yet.”

And the old man, who had heard
the conversation from an adjoining
room, said:—

“Yes, indeed he has, iy dear boy,
or he would be a single boy to-day.”

A CASE THAT WOULD CALIL FOR
DISCRETION.

“Say, pa, if ma was captured by
bandits would you pay a bigF ransom

| to get her back?”’

-ll'[t

.- : | S I e T and took residence in one of these would depend a little on the
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:ql ? k-:;f some ‘ ]mz:t?p};ikﬂr-l' u.?m'ih |ing in -lh"LL ; posture. The hlood light came into her eyes. She knew 'come to the fote. With new im- “Well, s ROZEIR YO could borrow

Ell]};:'l";'l:’ I think a:nd “:era ﬂ_uitelu:n:m’:,li l‘u;,hed to my head and the veins | that weicould mnow rest in peace.— provements it has accommodation | the money?

and unpapered.

In vain I looked around for a door
but there was not even a crease ap-
parent in those smooth, black walls.
¥For a time I sat thus and collected
sy scattered thoughts : my head
was throbbing and my pulse beating
at a runaway speed.

stood out on my forchead like whip-
cord. But I thought of Antonettia
and home, and 1 went at it with the
frenzy of despair. The room was
now almost dark. The slits in the
| ceiling had almost disappeared ;
I managed to remove the second
{ brick *just as the last glimmer of

but |

| London Tit-Bits.
e

Violent deaths amount to 33 per
| 1.000 in the United Kingdom, 38 in
Switzerland, but only 10 in Spain.
Deaths by violence include all acci-
doental deaths as wwell as murders
and suicidgi.

for 1,200 guests, and finds its accom-

modation too small. But besides
these a largce number of permanent
guests are living in the bigger hotals.

AND CHARACTER OF THEIR
OWN.

‘T should use great discretion my.
son. It would Bbe my endeavor to
prolong the negotiations until the
bandits were ready to give me somee
thing to take her ofi their hands."

FL R e

ILondon has 690 acres of docks,

It is strange now, In spite of ex-|Liverpool 543 acres.

—m .



