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THE GREAT QUEEN’S LIFE

Sketchy Story of the Life of Ous
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Tha year 1B1T7 was a memorable one
in the history of England. Seldom had
ths prosperity of a country which had
kanown no serioua hitch or obstacle for
a century been more geriously men-
aosd ; maver were the destinies of a
sesmaiitutional monarchy that had sto=d
the storms of 00 years enveloped ina
miore fobidding gloom.

The death of the Princess Charlotie
ppsmed up the prospect of succession to
the thriome to khe youngesat son of
Geoerge ILL, and had mspired him with
a desire to marry. As yet the only
gons who had taken wives were the
Duks of York, who had children, and
the Duke of Cumberland, whose first
living child was not born till 1819.

The third brothor was Edward, Duke
of Kent, then 51 yecars of age. He was
not on terms of ordinary friendship
with any of his brothers. Suddenly he
determined to marry.

Victoria, daughter of Duke Franz of
Saxes-Coburg, at that tims 32 years of
age, had taken the Duke's fancy. On
July 11, 1818, this lady became the
Duchess of Kent, the future mother of
the future Queen of England.

HE WAS POOR.

When the Duke was informed by his
ocomsort that he had the prospect of an
heir, 1t was his wish® that the «child
ahould be born on English soil. The
journey was attended with difficulty,
for His Grace was much pressed for
ready cash. In ths spring of 1819,
hewevar, the journey was made. The
Duks and Duchess were installed at
Kensington Palace, then, as now, a
place of residence for the members and
protegea of the royal family, and on
May 24, 1818, “a pretty little Princess,
plump as a partridge,” was born. The

Duke was delighted with the child. He

would dandle and caress her, and
than hand her to the arms of admir-
img spectators, with the caution,
“Take care of her, for  she will be
Queon of England.” His Grace did not
live to enjoy his parental happiness
lomg.

It . had been prophesied that twao
members of the family would die in
the course of 1820. The Duke believed
the prophecy implicitly, but he appiied
iy to his brothers. Im the winter of
1819 he had gione to the sheltered wa-
tering place of Sidmouth, in Devon-
shire, “to cheat,” as he said, “the win-
ber.” One day he happened, when
taking a walk, to get wet and to catch
cold. Acute inflammation of the
langs supervened and carried him off,

“The poor widow ([oand herself,
owing to the Duke's considerable
debts, in a very unocmfortable posi-
tion at the time of his death. Her
brother, [,eopold, emabled her to re-
torn to Kensington, where she hence-
forth devoted herself to the education
of her child, Queen Victoria,'

PROPHECY FULFILLID,

Six days after the dealh of the Duke
of Kent the prophecy above mentioned
was completely fulfilled by the death
of his father, George IlI, On Monday,
the 318t, the new sovereign, the Prince
Begent, was proclaimed George IV, The
health of the new King was precari-
ous ; his age was advanced ; he had oo
legal heir. The Duke of York, the
keir apparent, was married, had no

family, and his Duobhess was in a de-

dlin.ag &tates, Ths Duke of Clarence,
the mext ia order, was ol ripe age. He
had had twia daughiers born to him.
‘ Baeh of them had died in infancy, but
farther issus, Uthough not probable,
was &till not an :mpossiblea contin-
genoy. The nexl in Succession was
the mfant Princsss at Kensington
Palaca. Livery year as it passed by
made it more apparent that if only the
life of the royal babe were spared upon
her the mionarchy ultimately must de-
volve. As a matler of fact the pro-
phetic boast of ths Duke of Eent was
fulfilled warlisr than might have been
amtwcipated. The Regent reigned
for just 10 years after his ascent to the
throne as George IV. the Duke of
Olarence just seven yeara as William
IV.

On August 30, 1835, King William,
who had acceded to the throne on the
death of his brother, 1n 1530, gave a
dimmer party at Windsor on Lkis birth-
day.

Thare waa ome person whom the
King detested more even than his
Ministers — the mother of the Prin-

cess, the Ducheas of Kent, who had not
beem sparing 1n her criticisms on the
r»ecaptiom &#he had met from the royal
family 1m England. Tha Ducheas had
applind for a suit of apartmenta for
bex awn usa 1n Kensington Palace, and
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had been refused by the King. She
appropriated the rooms, notwithstand-
ing the demal. The King informed
her publicly that he neither understood
nor would endure oconduct so dis-
respectful to him. This, though said
locudly and publicly, was only the mul-
terings of a storm which broke next
(day. It was the royal birthday, and
'the King had invited a hundred people
to dinner. The Duchess ol Kent sat
on one side of His Majesty, one of his
'gisters on the other and the Princess
Victoria opposite.

DENOUNCED HER MOTHER.

When replying to a speech in’ which
his health had been proposed, the
King burst forth in a bitter tirade
against the Duchess,

“I truat in God,” he exclaimed, ""that
I may have the satisfaction of leaving
the royal authority on my death to the
parsonal exercise of that young| lady
(pointing to the Princess)—the heiress
presumptive of the crown—and not in
the bhands of a person now near me
who 18 surrounded by evil advisers, and
who 18 berself incompetent to act with
propriety in the station in which she
would be placed. I have no hesitation
in saying that I have been insulted—
grossly and continually insulted — by
that person, but 1 am determined to
endure no longer a course of behavior
so disrespectfal to me."
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The King particularly complained of
tha manner in which the Princess had
been prevented from attending at
oourt by har mother.

“Far the future,” he said, “I shall
insist and command that the Princess
!d-:} upon all oceasions appear at my
court, as it is( her duty to do.”

'  Having begun with an anathema the
King ended with a benediction, speak-
ing of tha Princess and her future
reign in a tome of paternal interest
and affection. The effect. however,
which the royal utterances produced
wasd alarming. The Queen looked in
doep distresas, the Princess burst into
tears, the Duchess of Kent said not
a word, bmt soon after leaving the
room, announced her immediate de-
parture, and ordered her carriage.
There was but one event which His
Ma jesty wished to live to witness in
his * God-forsaken realm,” He devout-
ly prayed that he might live till the
Princess Victoria was of age. His pray-
er wap just granted, but only just.
Tt wap not until she was 12 years
old that the Princess Victoria was
permitted to- knohiw the high destiny
regarved for her, and evemn then the

knowledge came im an almost accid-
entall manner.

ASSAILED A LORD.

Meanwhile the future husband of
the Princegs and her cousin was grow-
ing up in Germamy. Prince Albert,
the son of the ks of Coburg, was
boern at Rosensun in the August of
tha same year ap Primcess Victoria,
and it is a curious coincidence, con-
sidering the future connection of the
children, that Mme. Siebold, the ac-
couchess who attended the Duchesgs of
Coburg, at tha birth ef the young
Prinoca, had only three months beforae
attended the Duchess of Kent at the
birth of the Princess. “How pretty
| the little Mayflower,” writes the
| grandmother both of Albert and Vie-
toria, the Dowager Duchess ¢f Co-
burg, to the Dhachess of Kent, “will
' ba iwhen I see it in & year's time. Sie-
' bold can not sufficiently desoribe what
| @ dear littls lowve it is."” The Mayflow-
er above spoken of was, of course, the
Princess Victoria. From a vary early
period the Dowager Duchess permit-
ted herself to entertain the hope that
her two grandchildren would there-
after beoome man and wife.

On February 25, 1831, wbhen not
quite 12 years of age, sha attended
her firgt drawing room. “Lady Jer-
sey,” writes tha amusing Mr.Greville,
“mede o soena with Lord Durham,
She gok up in a cornar of the room
and said: ' Lord Dorham, I hear that
you have said things about me which
are not true, and I desire that you
will call upon me to-morrow with
witness to hear my poasitive

‘.

a
denial,
and I hope that yom will not repeat
such things about me. was in
a fury, and he in a still greater. Hea
muttered thai he should never set
faot in her house agaim which she did
not hear, and, after dalivering herself
of her saapch sghe flounced back again
to her seat, mightily proud of her
axploit., It arome out of her saying
that he ahamild make Lady Dorham de-
mand an audience af the Queen to con-
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KING EDWARD VII.
The New Ruler of Great Britain and all Her Colonies.

tradiet Lhe thimgs which Lady Jer-
sey said of her, and to other Whig
allies.” These wera days in which
party spirit ran high, and penetrated
the whole fabric of society in Eng-
land. Within two or three years of
this time Princess Victoria had taken
her place in that socisty aa the heiress
to the [English throne.

For national purposes the Princess

completed her majority on the eigh-which she evinced. Her manner

teenth apniversary of her birth,

On (une 2, nine daya after this
event had taken place, the King was
desparately ill and died om June 20.

THE CORONATION.

Thie King died at 220 on the morn-
ing of June 20, and the young Queen
meeit her Conneil at Kensington Pal-
aios at 11 aan. the same day. After
having received the two royal Dulkes,
the two Archbighops, the Chancellor
and the Prime Minister—Lord Mel-
bourne—the proclamation was read to
thie Commncil, the usual order passed,
the doors were thrown open, and the
young Queen entered.

Of the proceedings the Clerk of the
Council wrote: “ After she had read
hiar speech and takem and signed the
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oath for the security of the Church
of Scotland the Privy Councillors
were sworn, the two royal Dukes first
by themselves, and as these two old
men, her uncles, knelt before her,
swearing allegiance and kissing her
hand, I saw her blush up to the eves,
as if sha felt tha contrast between
their civil and natural relations, and
this wah the only sign of emotion

to
them was very graceful and engag-

ing. BShe kissed them both and rose
from her chair and moved toward the
Duke of Sussex, who wasa furthest
from her and too infirm to reach her.
She seemed rather bewildered at the
multitude of men who were sworn and
who came, ona after another, to kiss
har hand, but ahe did not speak to
anybody, nor did she make the slight-
est difference in her manner, or show
any in her countenance to any individ-
ual of any rank, station, or party. I
particularly watched her when Lord
Melbourne and the Ministers and the
Duke of Wellington and Peel ap-

proacher. har She went through the
whoe cersmony occasionally looking at
Melbourne for instruction when she
had any doubt what to do, which

ALEXANDRIA QUEEN CONSORT OF ENGLAND.
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hardly ever occurred, and with per-]
fect calmness and self-possession, but
at the same time wilh a graceful mod=
esly and propriety particularly inter-
esting and ingratiating.”

HER ENGAGEMENT.

On October 14, 1839, —that is, four
daya after her lowar had reached
Windsor—tha Queen informed Lord
Melbouwrne that she had made up her
mind as to her marringe. On the 15th
she thus wrote to Daron Stockmar:

“Ido feesl s0 guilty I know not

how to beginm my lstter, but Ithink
the news it will contain will be aufs
[icient to insure your forgivenssas. Al-
bert has completely won my heart,
and all was settled betwesan us this
moming. . I feel certain he will
makes ma very happy. 1 wish Lcould
say I felt as certaim of making him
happy. Leopold must tell you all
aboul the details, which I have nos
time to do.”

The official and public announoces
ment of the betrothal was not made
either in' Germany or England till
the close aof the ywoar.-

The Prince arrived in England for
his marriage won ebruary 6, 1840,
The marriage took place on February
10 i the chapel of St. James's Palace.
“The morming,'" writes Theodore
Martin in his “Life of the Prince Con-
sort,” “had been wet, foggy and dis-
mal, but the day was not to wz_mt
the happy omen of that sunshine
which came afterward to be provers=
bially known as ‘Queen’s weather.!
Soon afiter the returm of the bridal
party from the chapel the clouds pas-
sad off, the sun shone out wilh un-
usual brilliancy and the thousands
who lined the roads from Bucking-
ham Palace to Windsor Castle to sea
the sovereign and her husband a@
they passed were mors forlunate
than those who bhad crowded the avens
uea of St. James's Palace in the morn=
ing, heedless of rainl and cold, to wit=
ness the bridal procession on its way
to and from the chapel.

Notwithstandinz the hearty efforts
of the Queen to identify herself with
her subj-cts amd to promote the r wels
fars, (hree attempts have beem made
upon har life. An insane post boyy!
Edward Oxford, fired a pistol at Her
Majesty as she was driving on Con-
stitutiosal Hill. The attack was Tes
peated by one Francis with a similar
weapoy on nearly the same spot. The
pistol ball passed under the carriage.
About twa months after this a hunch-
back named Bean similarly essayed
ths assassin's rolky, but was prevents
ed from accompishing this ubject by
a boy, Dassdit, who happemsd to ba
near.

THE ROYAL LINE. 1

The Qusaan was deascended from
William the Qdmquerer, who claimed
connection with the previous reglme,
and included Alfred the Great among
his ancestors. Hers is the family
lins, traced backward from  her
Ma jesty to William;

Victoria. ]

Daughter of Edward, Duke of Kent,

Third son of George III.,

Son of Frederick Lewis Prince of
Wales,

Son of George IL,

Son.of Georgs 1.,

Son of Princess Sophia, who married
the Elsctor of Hanover,

Daughter of James L,

Son of Mary Queen of Scots.

Daughter of James V., of Scotland,

Saa af Prinoess Margaret,

Daughter of Henry VIIL.,

Sdn of Margaret, wife of Edmond
Tudor, Earl of Richmond,

Daughter of John da Beaufort,
Marquis of Somersst and Dorset.

Son of John of Gaunl , Duke of
Iancaster and King of Castile and
Lson.

Son of Edward JIL,

San of Edward IL.,

Son of Edward I,

Son of Henry I1L.,

Soa af John of Magna Charta fame,

Som of Henry II.,

San of Matilda, wife of Geoffery
Plantagensat,

Daughter of Hanry 1.,

Son of William the Congueror.

The Queen through the Georges
was a Guelph. - This family was
flounded in 489 by Anulphus Hunulp-
hus af Guelph, the first of the north-
orn Kings aof Ltaly. Ha subsequently
abtainsd posssssion of Davaria, and
ths Guelphs ruled thers for mamny cen-
turiea, amnd afterwards held sway in
Saxony. One afl ths Guelphs, Wrlliam,
foundar of ths House of Lunenberg,
had seven sons and eight daughters,
The sons sgresd among themselves
npat to divide (he dukedom. One, to
be selscted by lot, was to marry, and
he and his children after him weras
o rule. The unusual arrangement
was odhsarved o the letter, and
Georgs, 'the sixth brother, won the
matrimoniil prize., His youngsst son,
Ernest Augustus, succeeded him,
marrying ths Electreas Sophia, daugh«
tor af the King of Bohamia, whossg
wifle was ths daughter of our Jamef
I. The Electress Sophia, granddaugh
ter of Jamess [., would have succeeded
ta the British Crown on the death of
Queen Anne. But she died seven
weeks before that momarch, and her
som, Georges L., ascended the throne,
By way «af James [, and his daughter
the Quesn was connected with the
Guelphs. Sha was also uwited in the
same way to ths Royal lins of Scot-
lapd. James [., of England, and the
gixth of Scotlamd, was ths son of
Mary, Quesm of Scots, whose lineage
is traceabla back lo Elizabsath, Dun-
can, and Maleolm, of fragic fame. Tha
Scotch lins, the Norman lin=, and the
Hanovarian or Guelph line, all unite
. the Quesen and Royal family. Sd
dose the old British manarchy. It i
claimed that ome branch of the fam-
ily tree reaches to Alfred the G:'e.nl
and Egbent. The various races upi’
ed in the Queen made her distinctlg
represeqmtlative of the English of ke

day.




