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BETTE'H NEWS
After many sharp engagements
with the enemy in South Africa,

with results which at the time seem-
ed like reverses for our brave soldiers,
the tide of success has surely turned
in favor of the British. General
French has succeeded in raising the
siege of Kimberly after being invest-
ed for about four and rail-
‘'way communication with the South
has been restored. The DBoer army
has abandoned several strong posi-
tions and is retreating to other strong-
holds. General Buller's forces are
‘on the eve of another desperate effort
for the relief of Ladysmith, and
t¢he British are re-occupying former
'positions in Northern Cape Colony.

Without belitiling either the brav-
ery or the skill of the Boers in war-
fare it now seems almost certain that
they bave made their best fight and
%hat a reversa! of the tide of war has
set in. General Roberts who 1s sup-
posed to be conducting the campaign
i3 maintaining his reputation as a
military leader and it is bhoped Lhe
ftermination of the war is not very
*distant.

Dispatches were sent out every-
where yesterday announcing the re-
iief of Ladysmith, but unfortunately
the good news has not been confirm-
ed. by
the loss of so many Canadians at a
battle at Modder River last Sunday,
%he number reported being 19 Killed
and 61 wounded. The bravery
our Canadian boys and the sad fate
of so many“of them bring the realities
cof war very close to our doors.
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Mueh sorrow is also ‘eaunsed

RAILWAY COMMIS
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Dr. Rutherford, the Liberal mem-
ber for Macdonald, Manitoba, has
given notice of a mofion expressing
the opinion that the railway compan-
des should at the earliest possible n.o-
ament be brought under the-control of
a board of railway commissioners
¢lothed with full power to enforece
the observation of sueh regulations as
iy be necessary in the puablie in-
terest. This matier was discussed in
the Eouse last session, on the initia-
tive of Dr. Rutherford, and at that
tine the Premier intimated that tle
Grovernment fully appreciated the im-
partance of the question and expressed
the hope that a practical way would
goon be found of overcoming the dif-
fisulties 1n the way of carrying out
this suggestion. The general trans-
portaticn policy of the Govermment
Bince it assumed office has so wvastly

improved the situation that the coun-
try will bave great confidence in its

ability to accomplish this much de-
sired reform also.
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Va.ughan Council

_ Vaughan Council met at the Town
Hall, Vellore, on Tuesday, eb'y 13th,
at 10 a. m.

Members all present, Reeve in the
chaiv.

Mr, J. M. Pearen of Toronto Junc-
tion was present in behalf of the To-

ronto Suburban Electric Railway Co.
and addressed the council. 1¢ an ex-
tension of road from Weston to
Schomberg via Woodbridge and point-
cut the advantages to he der ived from

qunning an Electrie Railway throuch
the back portion of the township.
The matter was laid over for furiher
consideration,

A elaim for damages was presented
by AMr. George McCulloch of Bramp-
ton, through the solicitor, which was
not entertained by the council, he not
‘being present.

A comunication was received from
J. Ross Robertson re Sick Children's
Hospital, Toronto, asking grant for
same, also from the Consumptive San-
itarvivim, Torento.

Also a commmunication from
Clerk at Richmond Hill asking
-one-third rent of toll-house on

the
for
"1 onge

Street in accordance with County ]3:|r -
Law.

The following accountis were ordered
to be paid :—
“Wm. Harper,
MW, "r!ﬂu?und

......... $ 3 00
. 12 37
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