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The Hardy Government had a
majority of six in the first division of
the House.

I —

Now that the war between
the United States and Spain seems
to be ended, England and Russia
seem to think serionsly of flying at
‘each other’s throats. It is to ke
hoped that war befween these power-

ful nations will be avoided.
—#

——

“ We believe in the sacredness of
the law. It is, we thank God, more
sacred to British governed men than

to any other nation.” The above
talkken from the Toronto World
smacks very much of sacri-

lege, and is intended to help Mr.
Whitney sneak into power by dis-
allowing the election constables’ vote.

Reply to Mr. Stewart.

To the Editir of TEE LIBERAL:

We are very glad that another
gide of this matter has been presented.
It 15 time that all understand the true
relations of candidates for P. 8, Leav-
ing exaininations both to High and to
Public schools.

My, Btewart starts off with the as-
sumption that we attributed the canse
of so many failures to the incapacity
of P. 8. Teachers. He says ‘‘ Surely
in the County of York, a county in
which we have some of the most cap-
able teachers, there onght to be some
exceptions to tLhis rinefficient work
done ; and that there seems to be no
exception is significant.” Now the
argument we advanced was that no
schools had

titoe to properly do this work. We

‘did not hint that the teacher was not

capable, Tt is therefore evident that
the fact of universal failure in York
County and in every other county is
not at all “significant,” for teachers
in this county have only the same
; teachers and
in such a cuse cannot overcome the de-
icct. We wish this point to be per-
feetly clear. The pupils thab. carmge
f1om the best of teachers failed this
year ; and this we consider a strong
proof that the schools had undertaken
too muchk. “And these teachers invai-
ably report that they have worked
many howrs outside of school time in
order to get over the work. This in
itself is another strong proof that
Public school teachers themselves
think the work is far too much for one

‘or even two teachers to accomplish in

the ordinary way. But apart from
either of these proofs a far more con-
clusive one appears when we try to ar-
aange a timetable for such schools, [t
is faivly éstimated that P. 8. L. work
requires one half of one teacher’s time,
The other half would of necessity
have to suffiee for the Entrance class,
the Junior Fourth and the senior and
Junior Third. From this it is seen
that something must be slighted. We
tnerefore, repeat that in schools of
one or two teachers both Entrance and
P. 8. L. work cannot, with wisdom be

The next part of Mr. Stewart’s
letter contains a serious errvor. 'This
error has led him to make a bold and
unfounded charge on us when he says
that we “ with evident designs”
(mark . you) ‘‘have arrived at and
Rﬂssih]},' broken the camel's back.”
'he substance of his argument is that
kigh school teachers control the P.
5. L. examinations and have * design-
ed " to defeat the purposes of the P. S.
L. This view appears to be common,
as a cerfain corvrespondent in a Toron-
to Daily expressed it a few days ago
in a letter on this same subject. We
trust that his argument will be satis-
factorily answered in due comse.
And now instead of loaking on this
statement of My, Stewart’s as a crim-
nal libel we have decided, for old
acquaintance’ sake, to put yeur copres-

dondent right and let the matter
pass.

This is the true state of uaffaivs.
High 8School teachers and ofiicials

have nothing to de with the P. S. L.
examinations, The Hducational
Couneil of the Educational Depart-
ment appoint the examiners to set the
papers and invariably appoint Publie
school men. This vear the gxaminers
were P. 8, Inspectors Campbell of
South Grey, Carson of London and
Alexander of Perth, the latter now
deceased, Those who constitute the
Board for reading the local papers are
the local P, S. Iuspector, the Public
Sehool Board representsative, the
Separate School representative (if
there is a separate school atrihe exams-
ination centre) and the Principal of
the High School. Thke Principal of
the High School isan ex officio mem-
ber and is ouly on the Board hecause
the P, S. L. examinpation is used as an
entrance exam. to ‘High Schools ; and
even Mr. Stewart will hardly object
to this armrangement as long as the P.
8. L. has the same qualifying value
for Entrance as at present.  From this
it must ‘be clear that High School
officials cannot control the P. 8. L. ex-

Now as to the Aritinelic paper. We
said in our first letter that all the
papers were difficult but we have not
yet scepanything unfair.

amination,

e T

art calls it ““unreasonable.” and im-
plies that 1t was set with a view of
“ plucking.” In this he is wrong
again.
metic for P. S. L. requires a know-
ledge of the following:—** Proofs of
elementary  rules . in Arithmetie ;
fractions (theory and proofs); com-
mercial arithmetie; Mental arith-
metic:; mensuration of rectilinear
figures,” Now as far as we can judge
there is nota single guestion on the
P. 8. L. paper but what may be classi-

fied under one of there heads. There-
fore the paper is fair. DBesides the |
syllabus for Form I in the Hagh

The syllabus of work in Arith- | : - it Sz G
| aeruss (with the aid of, fonr Yok
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Schools is exactly the gaine as this and |

although our Form T pupils have no
Departmental examination in Arilh-
metic vet they pass a loeal one on this

- cemetery.

work which we calculate to he only a
vear beyond the Entrance.

Now as to the advantages of the
S. L. which Mz, Stewart mentions we
have nothing to say. As long asit
exists it will very materially help par-
ents to solve the financial dificulties
of a High School course. It will also
enable them to Keep their children at
home for at least one vear longer than
they counld if they had to send them
away to Board in attending High
Schools, These and oiher things are
most potent arguments in its favor.
But they only benetit a few. The
ground, then, on which we stand, 1s,
that all those that are in the third and
fourth classes at public schools should
not be made to -suffer beetuse the
teacher has to give his attention to a
P. S. 1. class. We further contend
that no teacher, even in a two-teacher
school, ean properly teach the work
for bhoth examinations  withgut
neglecting the lower classes; and if
exceptions appear to this, they are
only exceptions, and these it is said
serve to prove the rule.  We maintain
also that if a pupil is hkely ever to
come to High School, it is poor policy
to send him back to a public school
after he has passed the énirance. It
any one would like further demonstra-
tion of this we will, on application,
privately point to cases wheie pupils
from Form I of High Schools have
again and again outstripped P. S. L.
pupils who were superior to the form-
er at the entrance examination. 'The
reasons for this were puinted out in a
formenr letter.

We have not touched-on Mr., Sbew-
art's apgument that if only entrance
work is to be taught in Public Schools
Third class certificate teachers will do.
It is but reasonable to suppase that a
teacher with a second or fiist ciass
certificate and with a normal tlraining
will ordinarvily do better. We want
the best we ean get; and this is our
plea for urging that the qualifications
for teachers be raised above Third
class. A Third class teacher may be
depended on to do good work but a
much higher elass of work anay faivly
be expected from teachers. withh supe-
rior training and scholarship.

o

There is one other point which
should be mentioned., The Hegula-
tions of 18286 have come itto ifovce
for the first time at the recent exam-

mations. For that reason the stand-
ard is a little higher than formerly
and is likely to so continue, This, in
itself, will indicate that old methods
of preparing for the P, S, L, will not
satisfy the presenl regaeirenieats.
Thanking you for your sp ee; M.
Editor, I am respectiully vours,
' ERNEST COouMUS.
e
AGENTS. Never before has the
death of any man ecaused such pro-

“found sensation throughout the wor.d

as that of Mr. Gladstone, it is there-
fore, a real luxury to canvass for the
memorial edition of the * Life and
Work of My, Gladstone,” beeause the
public is vipe forit, and the work will
sell on sight. Big'book ; low prices ;
liberal berms ; freight paid. Send 75

~cents for prospectus, which we return

with first order. BRADLEY-GAR-
RETSON Co., Limited, Toronto.
—_— e
l.angsteff
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In the fall of 15834, Mr, Henry Rich-
ards, a mitive of Somersetshive, Fng.,
through the influence of Squire Par-
sons, was appointed teacher, With
the exception of one winter he filled
the position until 1852. During the
winter of 184748 Mr. Richards with

My. Isaac Chapman of Thornhill at-

tended the first session of the Toronte
Normal School. For over fifty years
My, Richairds was an esteemed resi-
dent of our section and the various
positions which he iilled during that
time brought him in contact with a
large number of people from this and
other adjourning counties. Through
sickness when guite young Mr. Rich-
ards lost the nse of his rvight arm but
with his left hand he was rather ex-
pert.. In all the countrvy side there
was not a person who could letter a
sign board;or engrave a coffin plate as
neatly and artistically as he. Any
person who is curiqus eneugh can see
samples of his'work on two oak slabs
still standing in the Anglican chureh
y. This work was often done
in the schoal hosse and sometimes
during school honrs,. With a Walker
Spelling book propped ap before hiwn
he would . *“hear'” the: third form
spellings while he blocked out a line
on a coffin plate; or a Junior class
might be reading while he put a few
finishing touches on an oak *slab”
which was to mark the last resting
place of une of our village fathers,
On the 9th of November, 1889, in his
eightieth year Mr. Richards was laid
to rest near the Anglican Church, the
church i which for more than a guar-
ter of a century he had acted as clerk.
Some of those, in the seetion, who did
not favor Mr. Richard’s appointment
withdrew their support from this
school and built another a mile and a
half north at Lywmiburner's corners.
This log schoaly, which was built on

Mr. Stew- |

the sputh-east corner of Lot 41, lst
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40 and 41. 1st con, Mapkham. 411‘:“.'- nn
Englishman by the name ol Hoster
tanght for somelime, afterwards A
Miss MeFPherson. :
Others av the southeru end of the
soction sent thelr 1-i1i]f=11-m111-:: & Privave
school kKept by one Devine Il
house now occupied by M. James
Pearson. Thornhill.  Me. “l”a'lnrn'.FLH*E'T'-
wards received an ;1111_2:&11!1::1-111 - thes
Crown Lands Departinens, Toronto.
My, . Tompson took Mr. itichani's
place while he aitended

w ¥ 'l
NOLrmat |

l

the |

. i v VaimaroF 1
school, and Mr. Dyer, who dirove rol

Richmond Hill every morning follcw- |

ed Mr. Richards i oo

A mman by vhe |

name of Alian:followed: My Dyer then |

afterwarnds
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were Two hing_-; ONEeSs, One o1l 3
running the whole length of the room,

At these desks the boys aud gitls sat )

What a time 1t

iﬂ?‘:f'f.‘i;_{' cach other.
must have been.

M. !{t‘nluﬂ}'. My,
and My, McPherson (
parts of 54 and '55, In Jan. 1856 ;\!I‘.
samuel Moorby was appointed. For
a time he lived at Thornhill but atter-
wards moved to the old Methodist 1’;1:1‘-
sonace. "TPhie white’ honse, which .in
the summer of 1896 was moved south
forty rods and rebuilt by Wright
Bros.

As has been hinted. before if there
was one qualification which was ve-
quired of the early teacher it was that
he should be a }-_;{111:1 Penman and Mr,
Moorby was no exception. In those
davs they usced what was called hi-*:}ll-
line :‘I‘I"*:"'"llnlrkﬂ+ When the senior
pupils went out to play t_iw},’ ;:3:1:?-{1
their books on: the master’'s desk for

Allan Meliean
taught during

ki to swrite the headline ; a Ill_m OT

two ctf ll'ill.'ll"lr'. il |'.1i'n"|.‘li*1'h % [ Cleave
(= * L Fey _

a log according te the grain.” Those

lines so ecarefully written by the
master and so laboriously copied by
the pupil still live in the memory of
many a school boy. 'Tis true Mr.
Moorby was striet and at times per-
haps severe but. you 1must remember
that he was not dealing with little
bovs.and girls for many of his pupils
were young inen and wowmen. To
keep proper discipline in a roonr with
sixty or more pupils of which a dozen
or 80 were more than twenty-one was
no small task. *‘‘Yet if severe in
aught, the love he hore for leaining
was in fault.” The boys of those days
were just as mueh opposed to a whip-
ping as those of ours and although
thev dare not * stand fight” yet they
tried many ruses to escape the just
rewards of their misdecds.. Cne hoy
J— B——— by name had’ a capital
plan. When the master was going to
lick him he would twiteh, stagger, fuil
to the floor and pretend he had fainted
and since he had a very pale face he
managed this with great success. At
last Mr. Moorby was informed of the
trick and the next time Jack tried it he
quietly stepped over to the water I'H-‘l-"il
and poured the contents info Jack's
face. This one application worked
marvels with this Scap’s irick,

And now. for. one yaore change in
the stvle of desks. . This time they put

na

in desks six oreight tect long, a row
on oczcn side of  the school | voora.'|
There was no limit to the number

which might set at these desks in fact
thie more the mervier.

In 1561 Mr. J. Story Waterfield
followed Mr. Moorby ; he was for thir-
teen years the terror and the idol of
the 1.-:“1;-_1;.'-:1‘.'--'11'{' school hu},’:‘.-‘-. Lﬂlvlqg
the section in 1863 he returned again
in 1877 remaining until 1882. M.
Reuben Millyard taught duaring °“69
and '70. He is now one of ihe most
successful ministers in  ther London
Conference. Then  followed  Mr,
Francis Stiver, Miss Francis Ager and
Mr. W. J. Reynold each remaining
one year. In 1874 My, Wellingfon. H.
Wismer was engaged and remained
three years.

The modes of

punishment  which

were i1 vogiue about this time wouldy

almost remind one of the religious
persecution of the old world, If a
pupil was caunght talking he would
have to stand on one leg stoop over
and point to a knot hole in the floor
and should the master see him resting
his finger -on the floor to ease his
tired back he would receive several
applications of a rawhide x*s:hiu_h ean
find every nook and crannie in the
back., If two boys were found 1in mis-
chief they were promptly tied to the
ceiling by their thumbs; the string
being tightened until they were stand-
ing on tiptoe,

Those who have read these letters
are no doubt weary of names and
dates ; soo am 1. In 1882 the writer
commenced at the A B"C's in the old
white school and since he has vivid
recollections of maple switches, rubber

straps, &c., he thinks he had belter.

close as any remuarks made might “be
to personal.
To you, Mr; Editer, many of the

people of our section are indebted for

your litherality in epening the columns
of your paper to us. We believe we
have been stating facts but 1if at any
time we have mistated. any sugges-
tions or corvections relating to matter
contained in these letters ‘will be most
thankfully received.

—_— i e

Wanted

Brightt men and women, who are
not too proud to work, and would like
to make some money during the next
three months in telling the wonderful
story of the life of Mr, Gladstone to
their neighbors. $3 a day easily made,
some make three times that sum. No
risk, no experience, no capital neces-

sary. Write gquickly for particulars.
BRA“LEY~G%RREYJ.'S(JN (-}QII Eim-
‘ited, Toronte.
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| Eekroid  whno : [
medicine in Western Untatio. =l
About this time a change 1n ”“‘r
desks was made; - This time therel
[ |
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ASSOCIATION

' Gaarantees Extended Insurance or a Paid-up Poliey after iwo years, or a Cash

Surcender Value after five years. >

Rates and full information sent on applieation.

—— e m———

Also agent for

WESTERN FIRE

INS. CO., YORK MUTUAL FIRE INS. CO., LONDON

GUARANTEE AND ACCIDENT CO., AND APPRAISER FOR

CANADA

PERMANIGN'T

LOAN &

SAVINGS COMPANY:

PG =S AN A G,

E}lmw | = -

T T L S T e

. e e — e

BRichmond EEilld

HARDWARE w51 s &

FHus for sale all kinds of

- Haying and Harvesting Tools,

Rakes, Scythes, Forks ; also Granite Preserving Kettles, alf

sizes ; Oil and Gasoline Stoves from 50c, up ;
all kinds ol tin, eavetroughing

iron rivets, bolts and hinges;
and hardware cheap.

Repairing Promptly Done

copper and

C. MASON, - RICHMOND HIIL.1.
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LKINS & CO.

Bor Binder Twine
Pure Paris Green
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We sell these retail at less than

whnolesale prices.

Wilkins

166-168 King St. Hast, - Toronto.

£7% '
£ °
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GO TO THE RICHMOMND HILL

oHOP

For good up-to-date Harness at low prices.

Nickel-mcunted Single Harness from §10 up ;
T ickel-mounted from $15 up ;

Genuine Rubber or Solid °}-
all hand made ; no shoddy..

Fine Harness A Specialty.

Er— e —

ALSO IN STOCK

Dusters, Knee Rugs, Whips, Trunks, Valises and other
supplies as low as can be had anywhere.
REPAIRING PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

GEHEO. McDONAILLID

e ———

J. T. SAIGECN,
™ A BPE L BC.

Azent for the following stock TFire
Insurance Companies, viz.:

Manchester, of London,Eng.,
BRITISH AMERICA,
OX TORONTO, GANMADA.

—— ALSO——
GORE, OIF' GAILT,

A First-class Cash Mutual,

YORK MUTUAL,

Of Toronto, Canada—the coming cowm-
pany for the farmers of York Co.
Business Solicited,

S

Subscribe for

‘The LIBERAL.

FOR SALE

The undersigned has for sale a large
unimnber of Steers and heifers, from
one to three years old. Also fresh

milch cows.
H. F. HOPRPER.
2.4f Richmond Hill.

THE SUN

Liife Assurance Co.
OF CANADA.
Assarez onall themodern plans, and is one oi-

¥ne Imost prosperous and Progressive
comnpanies in existence.

New life applications 1n 1804............910,200,204.1
Assets, Slst Dec., 1894 .. ... .............. 4,616419.68
Life assurance in force, 1st Jan., "85., 31618 569.74
Fremiuwms low, policies nnconditional and
nonforfeitable. -
Take a policy witk the district agent,

T. F. McMAHON,

LIBERAL GFFIEE. - RICHMOND HI 1%
‘Tizki LIBERAL,”
21.00 I¥ ZDVANGCE.




