fHE VERY LATEST FROKN
ALL THE WORLD OVER.
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Interesting Items About Our Own Ceuntry
Great Britain, the United States, anc
Afl Parts oi the Gilobe, Condensed anc
Asserted for Easy Reading.

CANADA,

The New Brunswick Legislature is
In =ession,

The Hamilton Horticultural Sociely
has been incorporated.

Mr. G. M. Rose, the well-known To-
ronto publisher, died Thursday, aged
69 vears.

It is reported that the G.T.R. will
build a mammoth hotel at Quebec.

Mr. R. K. Hope has received his com-
mission as Rergistrar of Wentworth
Ccunty.

Imports from Canada during Janu-
ary increased $147,582, compared with
January, 1857

The life insurance companies doingz
business in Montreal are accepling
risks on Klondikers.

An electric railway between Uttawa
and Metcalfe is proposed. The dis-
tance is 20 miles. :

Hamilton temperance people are pe-
titioning the City Council to reduce
the number of liquor licenses,

The C. P. R. Telegraph Company will
gtring a large copper wire between
Montreal and Vancouver.

The Toronto City Council has ap-
pointed Mr. Chas. H. Rust as City En-
gineer in succession to Mr. E. H.
Keating. : \

The fancy and staple dry goods firm
of Boisseau Freres, Montreal, has sus-
pended payment. The lialiiities are
£110,000. : | :

Amerlcan secret service detectives
are still at Montreal, hunting for

ciyunterfeiters, with the aid of the
local force.
Reports received at Victoria from

Dawson state that five men have been
frozen to death near Skaguay, and
three near Dyea.

There is a probability of the Mont-
real Park and Island Railway leing
consolidated with the Montreal Street
Railway Company.

A syndicate is being formed in Que-
bec to purchase Lord Mount-Stephen’s
property opposite the Governor’s gar-
dens, to build a large block there.

Lieut. Maxrch, who had the base of
hi skull fractured by falling from his
sleigh while tandem driving at King-
ston, died from bhis injuries.

The Montreal Cotton Company in-
tends to extend iks plant by the erec-
tion of a spimning mill for the manu-
facture of goods which are now im-
ported

Evangelist Moody, who is addressing
large meetings in Montreal has re-
ceived a letter enclosing $395 from a
man Wwho had defrauded the Customs
of that amcunt.

‘Hon. C. H. Mackintosh will leave
shortly for I'ngland, and during his
abs:nce will arrange for the develop-
m:ut of properties purchased by the
British American Corporation.

The Lang Tanning Company will
shortly begin the erection of a tannery
in Berlin, which will be the largest

in Canada. 'Three hundred hands will
be employed.
A  well-made one-dollar American

certificate was discovered in Montreal.
There is reason to believe that a clever
gang of counterfeiters is working in
Ehe district.

Mr. H. J. B2emer has asked the Hull
City Counicil for a bonus of $70,000 for
thm interprovincial bridge and the Tor-
onito Hubber Co. asks £40,000 as a bonus

for establishing its rubber factory im
Hull.

Japan 8 ghimg to Invads the Klon-
dike. It is stated that an army of 500"
able-bodied latorers is being got to-
gether for the gold fields and in a
month £ will make a descent on Daw-
son City.

A landslide occurred five mlles he-
low the Town of Que-n=lle, B. C., and
buried three miners named Wm. Allen,
Joe Rich, and Alexander Mclean. The
glid iz 1,000 feet wide, B00 feet long and
g5 feet high.

It is stated that the Dominion Steam-
ship Co.will run a weekly in tead of
p fortpiehtly passenger ser ice be-
tween M:ipntreal and Liverpool, and
will place a new steamer, the Domin-
lon, ©n the cervice.

City Clerk Henderson, of Ottawa, has
eceived a cheque for 85000 from the
rovincial Treasurer of Onptario, for
tha Casselmam fire relief fund. The
Datario Government also sent a cheque
for $5,000 last autumn.

A despafch from Quebec says that it
is rumored that a cable has just been
recelved there that the Messrs. Peter-
sen have succeeded in their negotia-
tiorn, assurinz the success of the fast
Atlaptic steamships.

The Customs Department has decided
to send two officers to Skagway and
Dyea to furmish information to Can-
adians geing through to the Yukon by
that route, and to assist in the carry-

ing out of the customs regulations
there.
The IDominicn financial statement

for the month of January shows the
total revenw: for the month
$3.512,000, an increase over the same
month last year of half a million dol-
lars, while the expenditure for the
month has decreased by a quarter of
a million.

UNITED STATES,

The population of Greater New York
is 3,438,899, according tol an official es-
timate.

During the last fiscal year the Unit-
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The Luetgert jury at Chicago has
brought in a verdict of guilty fixing
the penalty at life imprisonment.

The Spanish Minister at Washing-
ton is likelly to be recalled for having
in aletter savagely attacked President
MeKinley.

Edward Hodgman, the absconding
treasurer of the Chicago Building
Trades Coumcil, has been arrested in a
remote part of the North-West and
will Le takem back to Chicago.

A cburt at Topeka, Kas., has decid-
a4 that a bicvele was exempt from ex-
ecution under a judgment, being a
“ tool " essential to a man's profession
or occupation.

The New York Muuicipal Council and
Board of Aldermen have passed a reso-
lution condemning the expenditure of
20 000 000 on State canals, and calling
for an investigation.

The Treasury Department at Wash-
ington have given a ruling on the im-
nortation of furs as wearing apparel.
Hereafter muffs, boas, ete., will be dut-
iable when out of season.

Edward Bellamy, author of “‘Looking
Backward,” and Eugene V. Debs, late
head of the American Railway Union,

a1l leader of the Social IDemocracy,
have umnited to launch a new politi-
cal party. |

A boat containing five men went over

he falls at Oregon City, Ore., on
Thurslday, George Freeman, sr., his sons
George and James, and L, J. Shannon,
were drowned. Harry Freeman held to
the boat and reached shore,

Four thiusand overhead wires in Chi-
cago belonging to the telegraph, tele-
phone and «ther companies in the
down-town districts will be cut down
by the city unless steps hea taken ta
place them wnderground before Mar. 1.

Mrs. William W. Place, wife of an
insurance adjuster at New York. 1s
charged there with the murder of her
mother-in-law. The father-in-law may
die from the injuries she caused to
him. Her subsequent attempt to com-
mit suicide f(ailed.

GENERAL.

Excellent rains in Northern and Cen-
tral India have ensured successful
Eprimig crops.

British troaps have occupied Beregou-
ron and Bashere, in the Borgul country
of West Africa.

The result of the Transvaal elections
was the return of President Kruger
by & big majority.

A telegrajn from San Jose, Guatem-
ala, announces the assassination of
President Barrios.

The Spanich Government has decided
to send the Spanish crusier Almirante
Oguendo tH Havana and thenze to New
York.

Despatches received from Manilla,
capital of the Philippine Islands, an-
nounce that 200 buildings, some of
them of importance, have been destroy-
ed by fire. 1
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A PILGRIMAGE TO JORDAN,

The Anuual Exodusx of Ras:.ans for the
Rioly Eamndd.

The Russian peasantiry have a strong
Lelief in the sacred properties of the
waters of Jordan, says the ILondon
Graphic. Nothing but Jordan water
must be used for baptism, and to be
buried in ebrouds which have been
made from linen whi*h have been dip-
ped in the Jordam, or, still better, in
which the wearer has bathed inf the
Jordan, is extremely desirable.

So strong is this feeling thab an an-
nual exodus of pilgrims sets out for
Palestine. Hospices have been built
through ut Russia and at Jerusalem,
where the pilgrims have free accommo-
dation for m period not exceeding
twelve months. They walk from all
parts of Russa, s me of them even as
far as the White Sea, to Odessa, where
they take steamer for Jaffa. Thence
on to Jerusalem, where they waiti un-
til the Saturday before Epiphany.
On that day both men and women
walk in thousands down the twenty
miles of continually descending road
to Jerico, where they encamp for the
night.

On the Sunday the whole troop, head-

ed by the Bishop, g on to th2 Jordan,
and after the Bishop has blessed, the
waters they fill hottles, tin kettles)
and, in fact, any available vessel wilh
Jordan water, and m:st of them, men
and women alike, taking n) notice
whiatever of th: th usands of Arabs,

~| Jews. Greeks, Mohammedans, and even

linglish and American tourists with
cameras who are there calmly divest
themselves of cloth'ng, and putting
on their shrouds and crossing them-
selves thiree times, stumble placidly
down the muddy river hanks in tha
cold waters of the Jordan.

There is a strong contrast between
the broad, simple, honest-lcoking coun-
tenances of the Russians and the keen
and crafty faces of Che wily Arabs by
whom they are surrounded. There is
a surprise and a pleasure in hearing
for the first time the sweet and tune-
ful voices with which the pilgrims rev-
erently chant their service each taking
his or her own part, and producing'
a weird and Peautiful melody which
will long dwell in the memory of thoze
who hear it. 1

At the Bro:k Cherith, memorable as
the spot where Elijah was fed hy
ravens, an Arab, with a view, to the
main chance, has provided a plank, for
{he u=e of which ha demands toll. Much
to his disgust, hrwever, the pilgrims
prefer to wade the stream.

SYMPATHY.

Applicant for Advice (to Magistrate)
—My wifle won't obey me, Your Wor-
ship. What am I to do A

Magistrate (wearily)—I'm -.ELLI‘E* 1

ed States exported domestic merchan- | don't know: I'm in the same predica-
dige to the value of over $1,032,000,000, | ment mysell.
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PRACTICAL FARMING. |
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WAYS OF MILKING.

At a recemt meeting of the British
Dairy Association, Mr. Primrose Mc-
Connell had the following to say about
the two ways of milking—stripping and
squeezing: In the stripping method the
fingers and thumb are forcibly drawmn
down the teat and the milk squirted
out; but the operator resembles a man
at the pump from the way in which
his arms, elbows and shoulders are
moving, and he sometimes gives one
the idea thalt he is drawing the milk
down from the very horns of the cow.

The teats, to stand this sort of work
continually, would require to be made
of India rubber, and not living tissue,
and is no *wonder that where
there is a scratch
slight soreness on them, it 15 torn op-
en every time of milking, and the ani-
mal goes down in yield, and has to have
the hind legs strapped together to pre-
vent kicking.

The squeezing method, or ‘' nievling
as it is called in Scotland, is infinite-
ly superior. In it the operator grasps
the teal and squeezes it only, without
any pulling—the arms and elbows nev-
er moving. There is no jerking and
no cessation of the sound, for the
stream is started from the one teal
before it is stopped to take a new hold
at the other,

The principal superiority of this
melhod lies im the fact that it deals
gently with the teat, so that where
there is a temdency to soreness the
sores are mot continually being Teop-
ened, and thus the animal stands more

quietly during the pperalion, Sores heal
up more quickly, new ones are not
formed, and, consequently, the animal
will be a better milker. N

I have seem a cow stand quite quiet-
ly to a “mievling"” milker, when she
would get wild with one employing
the stripping method.

I maly now take up shortly the gen-
eral treatmemt of the cow in connec-
tion with the operation of milking. The
two main points to be attended to are
gentleness and quickness; indeed, of
the two Auickmness is the chief, for a
quick milker can seldom; be a bad one.

Where milking is done by piece work,
and the tough cows are eliminated, it
is customary for one person to do ten
im an hour; a little longer time being
required when all come together in
full yield in the beginning of summer.
Where it is mot dome by piece-work,
and the cbws are of all sorts, it may
take half an hour longer ; but the more
quickly it is dome, the more will the
milk-yielding power of the animals be
stimulated. If the milk is frothed in
the pail, it may be taken for granted
that the speed is all right; but, il it
is not frothed, then the milker is doing
an injury to the cows, and, if kept to
the cne lot, he would put them prema-
turely dry.

But the quality of the milk, as well
as the quantity, is influenced by the
milking of the cows and the manner
thereof. Dr. Babcock found, in some
experiments he tried regarding this
matter, that slow milking had a very
decided effect in reducing the butter
fat in the milk, there being an aver-
age decline of over 11 per cent in his
trials as a result of slow milking, while
there was also a decided diminution
in the quantity:; though a prolonged
trial with cows maturally going dry,
the differences tended to disappear.
The tctal result over a season, how-
ever, 15 beneficial to the milk yield in
the case of quick milking, rot to speak
of the saving of time,

there

HOW TO HAVE PLENTY OF FRUIT.

There is hardly one farmer in fifty
that has a full supply of fruit for his
family during the year,including small
fruits,and yet there can scarcely be any
excuse except negzligence in providing
them, Perhaps there is not one in ten,
that has a fuTl_ succession of apples,
peaches pears, plums, grapes, etc
There are generally some farmers who
fee]l satisfied in saying that they can
buy small fruits and vegetables cheap-
er than they can afford to raise t heam;
but the poor wife knows about how
much is bought, the amount depending
too often upon her own scant supply
of pocket money. Now, does any of this
strike you? If it does, this winter 18
a good time to plan and arrange to
have such things. Go to work in ear-
nest, make out a bill of what you need,
set out a few strawberries, currants,
couscherries, blackberries, raspberries,
grapes,rhubarbetc. ,this coming spring.
Have you a few worthless trees, such
as apple ,pear, peach, ete., or trees
whose fruit is not satisfactory or not
prolific enough? You can change them
by grafting or budding; you can make
a worthless tree become one of profit
and delight. Grafting is usually con-
sidered Llhe befter way, a3 we gain
time. Suppose you wish to introduce
new kinds of apples on trees already
in bearing. Produce your scions, of
desired variely, the latter part of win-
ter, while the buds are yet dormant,
and stow them away in moist earth in

a cool cellar; there to remain until
ready for uze. When spring comes,the
alr warms up and the buds on the trees
begin to swell, then you may proceed
to graft. The limb to be grafted
should be cut off smoothly, a slit made
through the centre with a sharp knife
and (he wedged shaype scion inserted.
There is not much to do with the scion,

or a chap, or any |

except to cut 1t, to allow of as IORILY

as two second huds. The scion need not
be as large as the stock—paldom so0
large ; but the bark on one side should
be even. Often when the sciom is in-
serted the spring of the stock is suffi-
cient to hold it in place; but to make
sure of it you had better tie with &
string. The parts in contact should be
waxed over, to exclude air and mois-
ture. A good grafting wax is made as
follows: Take six pounds of resim, two
pounds of beeswax and one pound of
tallow ; melt together and apply warm
with a brush. Budding is done in the
following manner: Procure some good
buds of variety wanted, from strong,
well-ripened shoots of this sedason’'s
growth. With a sharp knife make »n
T shape cut In a sirong young shoot
of this year’s growth; commence at the
upper of cut and gently force the buil
into place. Bee that all fits snugly,
then tie with a narrow strip of cloth
or string to hold parts firmly and to
exclude air — when the young bud
starts to grow, which 15 nsually from
four to six weeks, the bandaze should
be removed, as il will not rot away:as
in root graftimg. The time to bud will
depend somewhat on the season and the
kind of trees budded, but the season is
usually from July to September. The
most of your success will depend on
the sap, which should be flowing freely
enough, in the latter part of summer,
to allow of liftimg the bark without
injuring the wood.
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A CURIOUS LEGEND.

Coneernsd a Plree of Gold One of the Wiske
Men Cave Chrelst.

The 6th of January was a marked day
in the calendar of mediaeval times, for
upon it fell the feast of the Epiphany
—the moat popular of Christian festiv-
als—Cbhristmas day only excepted. All
goa>d churchmen know that the word
Epiphany—meaning the "' appearing "'—
has refereace to the star which guided
the ' three wise men' to the cave-sta-
ble at Bethlehem twelve days after the
birth of the holy child.

Tradition says that they were three
Kings—their names, Melchoir, Baltha-
yar, and Gaspar—the one an Arabian,
a descendant of Shem ; the second, an
Egyptian, of the race of Ham, and| the
third, Japhat's representative—typical
of the world-wide homage to be paid to
the incarnate Jehovah.

“Three Kinzs the King of kings three
gifts did bring.” Melchoir presented
gold in recognition of the sovereignty
of the babe: Gaspar, frankincense, in
acknowledgment of his divinity, and
Balthayar, myrrh, as typical of his hu-

man life—destined to be so full of
bitterness.

Of the gold offered by Melchoir, there
is, according to ancient legend, a very
curious history. Originally coined by
Terah, the father of Abrabham, the mon-
ey was given by him to his som, upon
his Jeparture from the land of the
Challees, It is stated in the Koran
—a'opted from Mesopotamean tradi-
tions—that the patriarch was force:
into exile on account of his montheis
tic copvictions, and because he 1}'1."1.11'1
not engage in his father's business,
which was the manufacture of idols,
of gold and silver. These idols were
of the moon-ged, ** Sin,'—whence the
name of the highest mountain of that
region—>inai. I'’he money given by Ter-
ah to Abraham was next used for the
purchase of the Cave of Macpelah of
Ephron the Hittite. _

When Joseph's brethren sold him to
the Ishmaelites they received these id-
entical pieces of gold in payment—so
runs the legend—which they afterward
pail to Joseph, when driven,

IN TIME OF FAMINE,

to buy corn in Egypt. Upon the dealh
of Jacob, Joseph sent the money to
the land of Bheba to buy spices, where-
with to embalm the kody of his father,
anl they rempined in the royal trea
sury until the Queen of Sheba ma .e
her famous visit to Solomon, when, am-
ong other gifts, she presented the coins
to that opulent monarch.

During the reign of Rhehoboam, Sol-
omon's son, Shishak, King of Egypt,
made a successful invasion into Judea
and despoiled the temple, whereupon
he presemted to his ally and compan-
ion in arme—the King of Arabia—the
famous pieces of gold as the share of
the plunder.

Nearly 1000 years later Melchoir, the
apocryphal successor of the Arabian
momarch, brought them as a gift to
“ him, that was called the King of the
Jews.”

I't woull seem that the ingenuity of
our visionary archeologists might be
overtaxed to further connect the itin-
erant coins with the subsequent ev-
ents of the New Testamment—wherever
money plays a part—but they stum-
ble at nothing. The story goes on to
say that in the hurry of the flight into
Egypt the Virgin mother dropped the
gold pieces in a field, where they were
afterward found by a shepherd. Not
daring to disclose his good fortune, lest
he be suspected of dishonesty and the
monely be taken from him, he kept it
by him for many years. In his oll
age, being afflicted by an incurable dis-
ease, he besought the aid of the Christ,
who healed him. As a thank-offering
he carried his treasure to the temple
anl laid it upon the high altar. Thus
falling into the hands of the high priest
the money was paid to Judas as the
price of his treachery in the hetrayal
of his: Master,

The fact that the reward agreed up-
on to be paid to Judas, is spoken of as
thirty pieces of silver seems to offer
no difficulty. It is explained upon the
groun:d that in the translation " silver”
is used as the generic term for money
—like ‘‘argemt’ in Framece.

When, tortured by remorse, Judas
refurne:d the money to the priests,
they used it for the purchase of the
“ potter’s field, to bury stranger’s in”
—since which time all trace of the much
travelel money has been lost.

CRINGE AND THE PICK-AXE

SEQUEL TO AN INTERBESTING LITTLE
INCIDENT.

L Miner at a Royal Party—Hls Pick Brings
fil:n inte Hizh Favour.

Although many people may have seem
in the 1llustrated papers of England
the pictures of the aged North Coun-
try miner banding a pick-axe to the
Prince of Wales on the occasion of the
latter's visit to the Earl of Durham,
the miner in question, being the iden-
tical man, who, when the Prince, as
a 16-year-old lad, had visited a Durhamy
coal mine, had shown his Royal High-
ness how to pick coal with that very
self-same pick, yet there is a sequel
to that little incident which has not as
yet, receivel nny publicity, but yet
which deserves being placed on record,
being quile as characteristic of the
Prince as of the miner.

When Lord Durham presentad the
old fellow to the Prince on the occa-
sion of his visit mnorth just before
Christmas, he informed the Heir Ap-
parent that the miner had frequently
during the past forty wears received
offers to buy the pick with which the
Prince had picked coal for an hour
as a lad, an1 that in particular am
American tourist had offered him as
much as $1,000 for the tool, which Col-
lins, in spite of his bLeing a labouring
man, and as such the reverse of rich,
hatl refused.

GAVE IT TO THE PRINCTE.
““1 should like to buy that pick,” ex=-

claimed the Prince, shaking the old fel-
low warmly by the hand, “and I am

only sorry that I cannot afford to pay
a bigger price than that offered by
your American friend.”

“ But 1 would mnot accept anylhing
for it, sir,” interrupted Collins. 1l bave
brought the pick here in order to offen
it for your acceptance as a present,
and I should be only too glad if your
Royal Highness would condescend to
take it."”

““ All right, old friend,” exclaimed the
Prince, “ I will accept your gift. Keep
it for the present, and I will send for
it when I get back to town.”

About a fortnight later the old miner
received a letter addressed to " Henry
Collins,” and stating that General Sir
Dighton Probyn had Leen commanded
by the Prince and Princess of Wales
to request his company at dinner at
Sandringham  The letter likewise en-
closed railroad tickets and directions
what train to lase. At the bottom of
the car:, which bore the Prince's crest,
was a posteript in the Prince's hand-
writing, as follows: ““ Please bring the
pick.”

On arriving at the Wolverton station,

('ollins founl one of the royal car-
siages awaiting him, and on reaching
sSandringhain, he was welcomed in the
hall by the Prince, who, after pre-
centing him to the Princess and to
the other members of the royal party,
on lucted him in person to a bed-
room, as is the hospitable custom of
the Heir Apparent with guesis wio
visit Sandringham for the first time,
AT THE ROY AL DINNER.

An hour later the old miner found
himself seatel at the royal table at
dinner, the other guests being prin-
cess Victoria of Wales, Prince and
Princess Charles of Denmark, and the
Duke ant Duchess of York. In spite
of the newness of his surrouniings, the
sturdy old miper, who is in his 75th
year, w.iu not lLetray the least embar-
rassment, but behaved with a simple
iignity, modesty, and at the same time
absence of wubserviency that might
have constituted a lesson in breeding
t0 many a parvenue.

He createl a most favourable im-
pression, an:d after dinner the whole
party adjourned to the room, which is
‘evoted hky the Prince to his superb
collection of sporting guns, rifles and
hunting knives, where the pick was
accorled a place of honor.

The miner remained at Sandringaam
for the might, and left on the follow-
inr afternoon, after the Princess in
rerson had shown him round bher model
airy, her kennels and her gardens,
{he Prince taking him over the home
farm. And when he left he carried
away with him beautiful autograph
rortraits of hls royal host an'l hostess
anl their children.

That is the delicate manner in which
the Prince and Princess of Wales
acknowledged the obligation which the
old miner had placed them under by
presenting them with a pick for
which he had refused $1,000, and which
he insisted on giving; and there isno
doubt that nothing that the Prince
could have done would have pleased
or gratified the old fellow more than
with being treated by his future King
as he had hehaved—namely, as a
gentleman,
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A GENEROUS OFFER.

Grandmother—0O Thomas! Thon.as |
How can you pbear {o be all the time
fighting ?

Thomas—Why, ‘cause I keep in frain-
ing. of course! If you want me to I
can put you into just as good physi-
cal condition s 1 am in 40 days.

i S —

FORCE OF HARIT.

Mrs. Brown—Dr. Bolus is becoming
dreadfully absent minded.

Mrs. Jones—Indeed ?

Mrs. Brown—Yes: when Mrs. Smith
asked hig advice about her six-months-
old baby he =aid he thought it would
do it grod to rids a wheel.



