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Our Ot.t-a,wa Letter

Tor the esecond time within a little
over two years Canada morns the death
of a premier. It is when death irter-
venes and takes out of our hand the
work we had designed for ourselves that
wo forget all those gmalities we were
wont to condemn and remember only
those traits in which we saw good, In
the battle of political life it is not nsual
for mas to parade the good qualities of our
opponents, leaving them for others to
discover and hold up as an offset sgainst
those qualities more likely to provoke ad-
verse criticiam, This is the fact the world
bver.

Death has now accomplished what we
had set out to do. It has gone further,
for it has forever removed from our
midst one of the most brilliant legal
minds Canada has ever claimed. Asa
politician Sir John Thompson may be
said to haye only partially succeeded,
but as a judicial mind he had no peers,
He was a man of sterling iotegrity and
honor at heart but unfortunately he was
surrounded by those who were less scru-
pulous and whose counsels too often pre-
vailed. The fact must not be lost sight
of that sivce Sir John Thompson took
command of the ship of state, a vessel
that vears before had shown strong evi-
dence of rotten timber, the task of keep-
ing her afloat has been one sarrounded
with innumerabls difficulties and perils.
It has not been plain sailing, and in addi-
tion to her water logged cordition only
the greatest amount of strategy prevented
her being dashed on the rocks long ago.
Extreme and guestionable methods alone
kept Ler afloat snd averted the disaster
with which she has repeatedly been
threatened during the past few years. It
was In emergencies like these when Sir
John Thompson shrank from party duty.
The work was distasteful to him and
often it was apparent to the most casunal
observer in the House of Commons who
listened to the late premier defending a
weak cause that it was a great struggle
within bim whether or not he should
yield to the dictates of his finer impulses
or szcrifice those interests to save his
party from further disgrace, possibly
ruin. But alas these finer instinets in a
gocd man s character become warped and
hardened in time by constant contact
with characters like eome of those with
whom Sir Johin bad surrounded himself.

The corrupting influence of evil asso-
giation and communicattes drd hot pive

him immunity although he-{ompht-hard

acainst it, Having come to the rescue of
the sinking ship he had but ope of two
alternatives to choose from ; desert her
or patch her up with any available mat-
erial, good or bad, whatever might come
to llaud in the hupv of getting “her safe
to shore. It wasin the selection of some
of this material that Sir John Thompson
committed the error of his life. Ones it
became part of the structure it must re-
main or the whole fabric would fall to
pleces,

t/nder suen conditions and with such
gurronndings the inner life of Sir Johe
was far from a happy one. There are
politicians who delight in intrigue and
the more latitnde they find for pramm*nnr
their political methods of warfare the
more agreeable to them i1s their work,
Such was not the case with Sir John
Thompson, He wished to prove to the
world that there might be honesty in
politizs and he might have succeeded
under other conditious, but with the
erowd with whom he took coununsel he
failed to demonstrate the fact and no one
vegretted. it mnore than himself.

We are not inclined to linger long over
the grave of a political o nplmﬁnt when he
falls by the hand we LI1re-::'|:ﬂd against
hini, but when to us does not h.ulun » the
t*icturg,v we reflect for a moment upon
his good qualities, forgetting those we, in
the heat of political warfare, were ever
ready to condemnp,

. LEFT PENNILESS,

A word as to the unfortunate condition
in which we find the fanuly of the late
premier. The highest tribute that can
be paid to the memory of the leading

politician who dies in harness to day 1s t,;
ha able to say ‘“he died a poor man,
That may truthfally be said of the de-
ceased premier, '‘a poor man” i all that
the words imply. He did not enter pol-
itica for what he could mnke out of it,
otherwise a different story would have
been told. Had he devoted his ability
to his legal profession fume and fertune
awaited him, While we have differed
with him politically, and without admit.
ting or endorsing the sounndness of his
political juduyment, would it not be a
fitting tribute for Liberals and Conservat-
ives alike to join haunds ip urging Farlia
ment to make some provision for the
widow and orphans, he has left behind,
as a tecognition of hkis great ability, a
Capadian of whosa abilities all Camndiaus
of every stripe of politics may justly feel
proud. Let us not carry our political
feelings to the grave. He served the
state, whether wisely or well let ns no
Jonger discuss, but in extending our sym-
pathy to the bereaved ones do so with a
willing heart and forgiving spirit. It is
no exsaggeration to say that the family of
Iate premier has been left penniless, and
to the credit of the country let it be said
that as Canadians we do not permit the
widow and orplians to walk out to fight
the battles of this selfish world withous
our lending them a helping hand in their

afffiction.

| each insertion,

THE FUTURE.
But the world goes on. Neither our
—_——— | regrets, not our OITOWS, NOr our com-
miserations will check it, and for the
future we must provide. We find celfish
motives pcompting us agsin, and we stop
to ask what effect the death of the late
pfemier is likely to have on the political
future of the country. We guestion our-
selves, for we are as well able to sapply
the answer as to expeet any one else to
supply it for us at the present moment.
It is all problematical. There, however,
appears to be a concensns of opiuion that
in sending Hon. Mackeuxie Bowell to
form a government the Governor-General
has availed himself of the best material
at his disposal. There were four to
choose from— Bowell, Haggart snd the
two Tuppers, Foster was never m the
race, Althongh active for a man of his
years, Mr. Bowell, at the age of seventy-
one, i8 not likely to be found possessed
of the same power of endaran®e sand
energy we would look fer in =
younger man. Heis #n extreme pro-
tectionist, and considerable iuterest will
now be directed towards him to see
whether he will assert his views, now the
opportunity ia given him, against the
evident wishes of the country for a mod-
erate and lower sustoms tariffi, At the
time of writing it is 1mpossible to say
what the result of the ministerial ecrisis
will be, or whether the reorganigation of
the Cabinet will involve many or any
material changes. Nova Secotda, of
course, gets a new minister. Some little
time ago it was pointed out that possibly
Sir John Thompsoen would resign, and
that on the appointment of his successor
the latter might demand a dissolution
and an immediate appeal to the conntry
on the vld lists. It is pussible that this

may follow now. ‘‘Be ready.”

The third page of the Toronto Daily
Mail ig noted for **Want” advertisements.
If you want a situation, a mechanic, a
business, machinery, lodging, if you have
lost or found auything, orf you want to
find ont where anyone is, advertise in the
Toronto Daily Mail, and read the ad-
vertisements on the third page of that
paper. The charge is two cents a word
or ten eents a wordfor saix

insertions. Address The Mail, Toronlo,
Canada.
—— s
Obituary.

Oue of the old landmarks of Markhiam has
passed away in the person of David Byer,
who died at his late residence, Lot 23, Elt.h
Con. Markham, vn Deeember 10tb, iﬁ.ﬂ
the 741h year of hie age. He was born on
Mareh 3rd, 1820, on the farm on which he
lived his lifetime,and on which he died. Mr.
Byer was best known to the general public
as the **Cancer Doctor.” Having eome into
possession of a valuable formula and posses
sing the native avilities necessary, Mr. Byer
starled about 20 years ago to treat cancers
and he has been eminently sntecersinl, and
thongh he never advertised, and though he
met with opposition from (somwe) medicsl
men, his honse was often like an bospital,
and patients came from as far west as Brisish
Columbia, and sonth as Virginia. Mr. Dyer
was also a veteran apiarist, hia honey crop
of late years ranning into tons. I think it
is a pity he did pot give the benefit of bis
large experience to the Bee Journal; it
would bave been valuable to amateurs. Io
his earlier life he was connected wuh the
(old) Mennonite Chureh. Abont forty years
ago he joined the River Brethreu (or Tan-
kers) of which he remained a member until
his death, While in his temporal sffuirs Mr.
Byer was very progressive, his furm and
splary being equipped with all the lutest im-
provrements, yet 1n his religious views he

was rigidly comservative, and viewed the
elightest innovation wilh sospicion and

alarm. As with the lapse of time fome
glight, but necessary, changes had taken
plece in the chureh, hie with his famnily were
miking preparatione to nuite with the York
Brethren, a emall sect existing in York Co.,
Pa., holding views ideniical wilth tbeir own.
Two weeks before his desth he enught a se-
vere ¢old whieh developed into inflammation
of the Iunugs. The funeral services were
held on Thursday morning last in the Men-
poniie ehurch. Rev.B.Holmer, of Rosevilie,
Ont., a York Drethiren Minisier, assirted by
others, preached a sermon to a large cun-
gregation,—Cost,

e ————

FarmEIE lnsntute
The first meeting of the East York Farm-

ers’ Institute for tbe season 1894.95 was
held et Aginconrt on Monday, the 30th
inst., and was well attended, the members |
manifesting great interest 1 the proceed-

ings. 'The president, 3. Kenvedy, Esq., oc-
ecapied the chnair, and among those present
were Jas. G. Paterson, W. A. Paterscen, F,
Glendenning, W. H. Paterson, W.8, Walton,
Thos. Gray, J. Marghall, Wm Jehneon, G.
J. Kennedy, Thos. Crawford, Jas. Maxwell,

1- T. A. Paterson, Robt. Clark, Wm. Young, 1.
(Galbraith,

Wood,
M.

H. Kennedy, H. Wm,
Oliver, 5. Bennis, Geo. Elliott,
J. L. Paterson, Thoes, Paterson, J, Konnedy,

the Sec'y, J. C. Clark, and cthers, The

See'y, J, C, Clark, gave a report of a meet.-
ing of the directors at which they bad deeid-
ed to hold the winter mass meeticg al Agin-
court, and had the O. A, C. for the wusual
number of epeakers to asslst, apd had ree-
ommendad the Supt. baving in hand the ar-
rangements for the meetings the
E. Woo1, S. Rennie, A.J. Baynolde, L. E
Annis, J, Leadiny, Jo3. Armstrong, W.Scott,
J, Pike aod the See'y, J. C. Clark, to address
meetings or prepare gnitable papers. and had
sabmitted mized ftarmiug, ceattlo feeding,
dairving, fruit growing and weeda ibnjuricus
to farmers as eubjects most likely to interest
these who would be io attendanes, A cir-
cular was read from F. W. Hodson, Supt. of
Farmers' Institntes, to tho effect that the
mags meating wonld be held at Agineourt,
op the 4th apa 6th of Jan., aud that three

delegntes wonld be sent from the O. A. C.,
and Good Roads Association, who would de-
liver addresses on the eonstruction and
maintenance of roads and drainage, cop
deirying and swine feeding, also on grain
growing, fruit growing, the care of liye
stock, &e. The subject of * T ha Advisabil-
ity of Establishing Creameries,”” was then
taken np and discussed in & vigoroms end
praetical manver. The nest meeting will

be held at Agincourt on Wednesday, Deo.
26th, when the subject for discuseion will be

| the “Spraying of Fruit Trees," to be utre- |

duced by Geo. Elliott,

Flliott, |
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WILKINS & b@

- Hardware and House Furnishings,

PAINTS OILS & GLA T

OUR PRICIC=S CANTIY
E3HEC EPEC AR

wWe fmpnrt direct from Manufacturers.

Farmers & Storekeepers’ Supplies.

WILKINS & CO.,

166 & 168 KING ST. EAST, TORDNBU

(3 Doors from George St.)

Pon't Cough,
Don't Cholke,
IDon't SMerape vonr "'Lhroat
Don't Injure vour ¥.ungs

BUY A BOTTLE OF JK

DAVID’'S COUGH BALSAM

It will give instant relief. Get it from your

storekeeper or

C. D. DANIEL & (8

Manufacturing Druggists,
171 King St. E., Toronto, Opposite Clyde Hotel

For a Quarter-
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RICEHMOND HIL.L

HARD\/VARE > O ieE

Stoves and Tinware, Glasgs and
Putty, Skates, the latest alce, 6o
cts. up; Chopping Axesf 60 cts.

X-cut

up; Cow Ties 15 cts. up;j

all kinds of tinware m@de to

order. y_

Repairing promptly done,

C. MVEASCPN
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HARNESS SHOP

FINE f'_’ﬁ.lul\ ESS A HI’ECIALTY
You ean save money by buying yevr Horse Blankets, 'xnee Rues and Rober nere.
Light and heavy scable blankets from 00 cents up,

FANCY WOOL BLANKETS,

Aund Fancy Wool Knee Rugs, cheaper and better than ever.
[f in ueed of a Robe buy nothing but the

ANA..

Enr the money. No dyed imitation of fu
moth and weather proof.

and

e

Without doubt the very best Robe made

but a genuine black hide robe, all one piece ;
Also selling the MATASSANA COAT, both coat

robes down in priee, Can also quppl}' firat-
class fur goods of any kind cheaper
than can be hnn:ght elsewhere
ROBES TRIMUMED AND LENED in first-class styic. /

G'reo MoDonah = Bmhmond

ek

w0« (HRISTMAS, 1004
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THOS. MEREDITH & Co.

. Announce that their store is full of useful

~XMAS:; PRESENT -

1000 pair Genuine Acme Skates ; also bankrupt stock:

100'pr. 0 Plated Skates................00 $1.00, regular price $2.00
200 Pr. 3 s S e =
100 pr. 7 S T I.75 %

SLEIGH BELLS in great variety.
(. IILMJ POCKET & TABLT LUTLERY

Xmas. Presents.
See our Rapid Transit Cross-cut Saws and Chopping Axes.

THOS. - MEREDITH - & - CO.
156 KING STREET, E., TORONTO,

Next PPoor to Clyde Xlotel.




