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PART 1II.—A TrI END 1IN NEED,

The entrance to Providence Court, Buck-
lersbury, is so narrow, being an arched pas-
sage, that it can easily be passed unnoticed.
This passage running through a house to the
rear opens on a small paved yard. Gloomy
even in summer, over-shadowed by tall
buildings on all sides, it is chiefly ocenpied
by the offices of various agents. AtV the
farther end, in the darkest corner, a small
housc of two stories was occupied by Mr.
Issachar, the usurer and money-lender. He
resided there all the yearround, nevertaking
a holiday, having given up all recreation
years ago, when he buried his Christian
wife, for whose sake he had been cast out
from his people. His only diversion was
mnney-makingi; not on account of the luxury
it purchases, but as an amusing game of

Epeclﬁ&tinn. He had no children to inherit
~it. His affections had withered up, for he
was alone in the world. In leading a
meditative life, his intellect had become
clearer than"ever. Tis advice was sought
in many a pecuniary speculation. Those
who took it generally prospered.

One fine morning Mr. Issachar sat at a
desk close to the wire-blind at the window
of his dark office, upon which the sun never
shone. Though a hot day on the outer side
of the passage, 1t was chilly in the court,
and Mr. Issachar had afire, He wasengag-
ed in taking extracts from financial papers.
A small spare man, with hair and beard
white as snow, wearing a velvet cap and
gold spectacles. His complexion was of the
cleavest olive ; his forehead high, crossed
and recrossed by countless lincs, delicate as
cobwebs; a fine brow, under which his
Oriental, long, and even beatntiful brown
- eyes still retained their lusire.

Presently footsteps broke npon the silence
of the conrt. Mr Issachar raised his hed,

-

listening. They advanced towardshis house.®

“The trained walk of a gentleman.” Long
practice had enabled the Jew to judge of a

erson’s position by the tread. ‘*“Military,
; fthink,” said he.

The regular tramp, tramp of the footfalls
stopped at his door, and there was a rap
from the highly polished brass knocker,
which had been screwed on when the house
was rebuilt immediately after the Five of
London, :

The door wias opened by & young clerk, a
GGerman Jew, for Issachar clung to his an-
cient race. ‘A gentleman wishes to see
you, sirs he will not:send in his name.”

“Iwill receivehim.” Mysterysurround-
ed =0 many ot his clients, that this was no-
thing nnusual.

The visitor was a tall well.-made man,
with aisunburnt face, and hair prematurely
griy. Removing his hat as he eatered the
room, he stood for a mdment regarding the
meney-lender without speaking, who on lhis
side Inoked up at him with & questioning
expression on hie face, -

**WWe have met before, Mr. Issachar. Am
g changed past recognition®”

. The Jew fastened hig inteiligent eyes upon

him, stcanning every. feature; then he said
sjowly: *“You are indeed altered; yet -1
know you by your figure, your eyes, your
voice : they are the same as of old. To
clianre like this in so short a time denotes
mental suffering.  you have been through a
fiery furnace, Captain Gravenor

““So short & time! Whyatis eleven long
yvears,” cried his visitor with a bitter laugh.

*“To me it appears shoro becanse my life
is monetonous. Many -events, change of
scene, cause time to seem longer. As you
leit me, so you find me, Ihave oiten thought
of you—felt for your blighted life.”

** You believed in mme—that is why I come
to-day.” _

‘I never doubted your innocence. How
long have you been back? Tell me your
story,”

“But a few weeks. As for my story
there is not much to tell. I was
not badly treated on the whole—out
there " I ‘tried to become - resigned
and found comfort by going back to the
early lessons of a pious mother, Had she
lived, T might have beea a less thoughtless
man.” He sighed. **Well, I «ot a good
pame in several respects. When the time
eame for freedom, I went to Melbourne, and
liveil for eighteen months by my own exer-
tions. I set up as an accountant and pros-
pered better than I expected. DBut a des-
perite yearning for home possessed me. I
returned-—to learn that I had a son.” He
baried his face in hiz bhands. There was a
stlence. |

1, too, once had a son—he died.
are better off than I am. Yourslives.”
~_‘“He, is ignorant that he has a father.
They have even discarded my name. I have
scen him. A noble boy, with his mother’s
beauty. Then I felt a wicked thirst for
- revenge spring up within me against the
villain who has debarred me from the hap-
piness of his infaney—of witnessing him
budding iuto boyhood."” ‘ |
~ *f!Never doubt but there is a hand that
will repay. The treacherous ouly prosper
for a time.—Can you fix upon your enemy ?”

‘* Yes, ButI have no proof.”

*‘Therzare strange mysterious agenciesat
work arvound us—hidden influences, which
we numan beings cannot fathom. How is
it you walk into this room when I was just
about to advertize for you "

“* For e ?°

““* Yes ; for I knew the time had expired
for vour release. Lift that marble letter-
weight on the table before you ;read the
strip of paper under it.”

Japtain  Gravenor obeyed. *‘Captain
George Gravenor, formerly of the—Regiment
13 requested to' communicate with Messrs.
Everett, Solicitors, Bedford Row.—Colonial
papers, please copy.”

He let the paper fall from his bhand
** How wonderful—how extraordinary !” he
criad.

‘¢ Listen !" said Issachar.

Captain Gravenor sat down quite over-
come. Iere was a friend—at last, at last
—one who believed in himn.

“Living here apart from the world,”
commenced the Jew., ‘it interests ine to
fallow the career of many persons who pass
az in o phantasmagoria across life’s stage, A
brilliant ecntrance—an exit to be soon for-
gotten, Monarchs have lived and died;
uypasties have passed away ; new countries
riscn.,  Slatesmen made great names, now
forgotten. (Genius has flashed likea meteor
for'a time, and soon died. 'Three genera-
tions of names are contained in those safes,”
anal e indicated the rows of them around
the office, *“* All since’1 have sat at this
table, in the =ame chair, with the =ame
velvet cover, not yet worn out. There are

Yon
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mAany persons wh‘cﬁe actions I have followed, !
and still follow, noting their lives. 1 piece
the fragments togetiier as a child does a
puzzle. I think L know the hand that
worked your ruin,and say, Wait.”

““I must and will clear my mame,” cried
Captain Gravenor with energy. ** Can you
help me to do so?"

““ You must remain in London.—IHow do
you propose living?"

““ The very subject on which I came to
gpeak. Can you—will you, recommend
me as anaccountant?”

““Yes: I believe I can do that. —How do
vour finances stand ?” asked Issachar confi-
dentially. ‘* Can I lend you money ?”

““Thank you for a kind offer, Mr. Is-
sachar. With my frugal habits I have suf-
ficient for the present. Should it fail, I
will come to you.”

““ Agreed,” said the Jew. © Wait. When
affairs aré ripe, you shall act. I was about
to advertise for you, that you might be at
hand when a certain event will assuredly
come to pass, or ['am much mistaken. 16
will elear your name from all blemish.”

““ Do thaty Mr. Issachar, and I will kneel
to you,” replied the Captain in a subdued
voice, much overconie,

““ No,” said the old man. “I am enly a
poor human being, a descendant of a despis-
ed race. Perhaps in your case I may be an
instrument in the hands of Providence.”

Very soon after this interview, Cap-
tain Gravenor, under an assumed name,
sel. up as an accountant in a room
near Broad Street, where he found
employment, thanks to the recommend-
ations of Issachar. He remained unknown
and unrecognised, walking the London
streets like a ghost returned to his former
haunts, with a strange feeling that George
(Gravenor was another person from himself
altogether. On Saturdays, his one great
{ but melanchoely pleasure was to takea return
ticket to the seasidte place where Felix was
at school and watch the boy at play. Some-
times he had a sight of Lena, but this was
seldom, asshe was her father's companion
during his convalescence, reading and writ-
ing for him untiringly. Neither she nor her
boy knew whose eyes were upon them. Felix
imagined his father to be dead. Youngz as
he was, it seemed strange, he thought, that
no one ever spoke of him ; from an early
age he had been checked when he ventured
a ‘question,

¢ T should like to havea photograph of
my Papa,” he said one day to his mother.
*“ The other boys at school have them
whether they are alive or dead.”

A look of positive fright passed. over
Lena’s face, and .she burst jnto tears.
‘““Never ask me that again, Felix,” she
sobbed. :

Onte he ventured, also saying to Mr.
Desborongh: ¢ Did my Papa'go to Elten
wlen hé'was a boy ¥

““T'do not know.”

“1 wish he hadn't died.”

““Y on must look uponme as a grandfather
and father.as well, Felix. Do not speak of
him again.” |

Youth is thoughtless. The boy had. a
vague impression of mystery—that was all.
He never renewed the subject.

It was seven months since Mr. Des-
borough had visited Nicholas Lane; he
could walk prevty well now, and was anx-
ious to resume his old habits. Mr. Thorel
had taken:his plaee efficiently in the interim.
He reported aflairs at the bank' to be per-
tectly salisfactory, and Mr. Desborough's
presence tobe quite nnnecessary.

One morning Mr. Thorel drove acrozs the
Park from his house in Kensington Giore to
Portland Place. .Dressed in the height of
fashion, with an exotic in his button-hcle, |
lie entered Mr. Desborongh’s library, where 1
Lena sat reading the Tumes to her father.
"] have come for the key of the strong- |
room,” said he. *‘Lord Harbury is coming |
this morning to Nicholas Lane for his jewels,
his =on is going to be married.” \

“T will go with yon,” said the banker.
“1 shall be glad of an incentive to renew
my duties.”

““ But are you equal to it? Do you think

1|

[

17— —
“Quité, and I shall go,” said Mr. Des-
borough. Rising, he opened his desk,

taking out the master-key of the iron room
at the bank, where plate, jewels, and securi-
ties were deposited—a key never out of his
possession until his illness obliged him  to
intrust it to Mr. Thorel in the course of
business ; but it was returned to him. im-
mediately.

His unexpected arrival at the bank was
received with many congratulations from
bis numercus staff ; and the old gentleman
resumed his chair in the private room With
unalloyed pleasure, awaiting the visit of
Lord Harbury, who arrived at twelve
o'clock.

Mr. Desborongh unlocked the strong-room
door, then the iron safe containing Lord |
Harbury's family jewels, which were inan |
ebony casket. 'T'he nobleman puilled ontits
tiers of drawers to examine them. He held
up.a beautiful diamond necklace with alarge |
opal pendant. ‘“This opal is consideredthe |
Leirloom of my family ; it is one of the finest
in Furope. My future daughter-in-law will
wear it on her bridal day.” At this moment
one of the small diamonds surrounding 1t
fell from the setting on to the table. ** Now,
| how does that come about?’said he. Adjust-
ing his glasses, he closely irspected the jew-
el. ‘‘The selting is damaged. How strange !
Why—no-—yes—impossible!” He looked up |
blankly at the banker.

““What is wrong?

What is wrong?”

¢ Are you a judge of preciousstones ? If so, |
tell me if you call this an iridescent opal?
There are greens and red in it, but no real |
fire. Mr. Desborough, myopal has been
changed ”

“ My lord, that is impossible.”

“Take care what you assert, Lor2 Har-
bury,” said Mr Thorel in a menacing tone, a |
dark frown vpon his face.

““ How dare you dictate to me what I
should say *” cried the nobleman in sudden
anger. *‘‘I swear that this isnct an opal
at all, nor even a first-rate imitation.—
Deshorough, how do you account for this ?”

“‘The opal is as you brought it,” again
interrnpted Mr. Thorel.

1 am bewildered,” exclaimed the bank-

er.
““It i3 not as I brought it ; this is a false
one,”

- =t Then it was changed before you deposi-
Led it with us. |
aristocratic families,” remarked Mr. 'horel
insolently. :

“ Not in mine, sir,” replied the nobleman
haughtily. **Besides, I took the precaution
of having the jewels examined by Hancocx
on Iy way here—seven years ago, when
Lady Harbury died. We will go to him

¥

cried Mr. Desborough anxiously. r I

Such things do happen in |

| .

row, if you please.”
y TlLeresult was as Lord Harbury had de-’

tected : the opal had heen stolen. This was
a valueless counterfeit,

Poor Mr. Deshorough was much agitated.
Onece made Public, this affair would damage
his eredit, and ruin him. * We must go to
Scotland Yard,” gasped he faintly.

““ Youare not {it, unele ; I will go,” eried
Mr. Thorel. “ We will sift it to the bot-
tom.

““ Let me talke yon home,” said Lord Har-
bury kindly. I am very sorry lo cause

you anxiety, and you only just recovermg

from an illness.”

*“I do not value my life, my lord, but I
do my henour. Who can have done this?”
He was much shaken. &

When he sat down in his study to think,
after recovering frown the first. shook of the
discovery, his energy returned to him in a
remarkable manner ; always a clear-headed
man, he took a sudden resolution. He
wired for a celebrated detective to come ab
once. The result of their conference was o
strong suspicion of one person.

#*Youn must come with me to the bank
immediately,” said the old gentleman. *' 1
cannot rest until the contents of the strong-
room are thoroughly examined.”

(TO DE CONTINUGED)
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Recline in the Marriage Rate,

This is the seagon of the year when the
list of marriage announcsments increanses
greatiy. The betrothals of the summer ate
tulfilled in the weddings of the autump, and
in all the cireles of society we have abund-
ant and practical proof that the cry about
the failure of marriage, which has bheen
raised by a few pessunistic phtlosophers,
both men and women, is not heeded by
liealthy minds, and does not check the
growth of the sentiment which results in
matrimony. It may be true that there has
been a decline inthe marriage rate of highly
eivilized countries during recent years. What
is o matter of statistics, which are indisput-
able. But because there has been such a de-
crense we have no good reason for concluding
that the desire for marringe has lessened pro-
portionately or that the institution of matri-
mony hasfallen into any disfavor. It means
simply that more people are unable fto
gratily the desire for mating than under
the older social conditions. ‘T'he great and
pervasive emigration movement in Europe
must have tendéd to reduce the marriage
rate in the countries most affected by it,
and, as a matter of fact, they 'are the coun-
tries where' the decline is mmoat noticeable.
Naturally, emigration:makes a heavy draft
on tlhie young and enterprising unmarried
men, -and carries them away to different
associations. The enormous draft which
the armies of Burope make on the young and
vigorousmenofthe greatStates alsoassiststo
a matked degree in lowering ti
all. Modern eivilization, nioreover, require

the employment of vast ntumbers of yoihg | © | ; 20
men in professions and oceupations which | rangements with Canada, which he would

‘111!}' ihie Treaty Proposed by Mr. Blaine

-Reform

trade, and being in general detrimental to

e ratein them' "was a surrender of independence. |
s 1'also, he added, peculiarly inexpedient as pre- |
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TAE UNITED ETATES AND HAWAILL

Was Rejecteal.

A writer in the Reviewrof Reviews gives
some new _information as. to why the
Hawaiianus rejected the treaty recently pro-
posed by Mr. Blaine. It seems the mis-
carriage of that project was owing to the
influence of the Dominion -Government
astutely brought to bear in the right guar-
ters by the late Sir John A. Macdonald. It
will be recalled that the supplementary
provisions to the reciprocity treaty of 15876,
which weré atlded in 1887 under the Cleve-
land Administration, gave the United
States the exclusive right - to establish and
fortify % naval station i the Hawalian

Islands—DPearl Harbor being designated for |

the purpoge. Bubt the continuance of this
exclusive' right was to be limited by the
duration of the treaty. Mr. Blaine desired
to make the cession of Pearl Harbor per-
manent ;; and, such a privilege, together
with an agreement that Hawaii shonld enter
into no treaty engagements with other pow-
ers without the previous knowledge of the
[Tnited States, were embodied in the new
convention recommended to the Hawaiian
Government by Mo, Carter, its Minister ab
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JIOW THAE MONSGON COMEN,

The Face of Nature Chan gujbx“t-h’e Threat-
cning Advance of the Sftorm,

Let me try togive a pen picture «f the
end of an India summer and the beginning
of the period when the monsocon rains
descend.  Day after day the sun pours dewn
withering heat, the air 1s sick with it, the
ground is hard as iron, and gapes in great

Washington. What was known as the

lulu, and ita Cabinet earnestly endeavored
to secure the signa ture of Kalakaua to the
amended treaty.

According to the writer in the Review of
Reviews theseelforts would nndoubtedly have
been successful but for the interposition of
Canadian influences through the agency of
the Hawaiian Attorney-General. The New

{mrt}r was then in power at Hono- |

Yorw Sun is sorely vexed over the matter
an pi*u}n:ﬂe:ls to give some reasons

why |

Canada has had the temerity to interfere’

with the negotiations inaugurated by the
United States. It says that Yankes ascend-

ancy in Hawaii isobnoxious to the Canadians |

as shutting them out from the Australian

the commercial interestsof British Colnmbia,
and especially of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. It  happened that  while
the mnegotiation of the new treaty was
pending the Hawaiian Attorney-General,
Mr. Ashford,” who i8 =~ a  Canadian,
got leave of absence to visit home.. While
in Canada he was in close conference with

wir John Macdonald and became 2 guest of |

President Stephen of the Canadian Paecific
Railway. Upon his return to” Honolulu
he astonished his colleaguea by throwing
hisattmost influence agamnst them, with the

5 | bowl.

result that the King ultimately reiusol to
gign the proposed treaty. The re:suin sub-|
sequently givenin the Legislature by Mr. |
Ashford for-His course wasthat tosarrender
the right to make treaties with other powers |
without supervision by the United States|
It was |

luding some advantageous commercinl ar-

19
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shut them out from matrimony hardly less | presenbly communicate. |

than the military service itself. Railways
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and telegraphs, engineering and. mining | Hawailans what they have lost by coquett-
w | ing with .Canada, and. -says-thaty*s1t is

enterprises, ocean transportation, tke ne
methods of selling merchandise by the

means of a multitude of travelling agents, | the Hawaiian Islands have been damaged

and the slow preparation for strictly pro-

fessional careers act as obstacles to marriage | States are ?"I:’-‘ without any guaraniec of
ofore lessen the probabil- | perianent inliuenc

in youth, and ther |
ity of its océurrence &t any period in- life.
More men, proportionately, are nomads and
adventurers than in times past, and the un-
settlement of their lives of course tendz to
keep them from marrying, for marriage
coes with the fixedness and permanency of
homes. Iven in thisnew country, and even
among the farming population, whosae in-
elination to.early marriages hasalways been
especially strong, this migratory spirit 1s
exhibited to a striking degree. The lone-
liness of farm life and the severity of the
manual labor of the farm are sending the

young « men _ to , the = towns, | whose
acgregate population 13 increasing at a
ratio =0 much greater than that of|

the country. Of course, these must add,
tothe ranks of the bachelors while they
are striving and hustling to make their woy
under new conditions. The decline in the
marriange rate, accordingly, is ecasily ex-
plainable on other grounds than the pessi-
mistic theory of the growth of an actual
disinelination  to matrimony beciuse of
skepticism as to the advantages of the in-
stitution. Iffewer people marry, proportion-
ately, it is not because the rest do nol wanp
to marry, but becanse the circumstances of,
their lot prevent them from gratifying thew
degire to be mated, That is a far more de;
fensible theory, so fur as concerns the great
mass of the unwedded. Itapplies to all
unmearried women and to most men in the

are an insignificant number, The voluntary
old maids do not exist, unless in convents.
In'the ‘cirele of soeiety where the greatest
wealth exists, and where consequently the
material obstacles to matrimony  are least,
marriages, and early muarriages, are mpst
frequent, as the anfumn weddings prove,
year after year,
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Tne uneen Abhors YWar.

No one takes a keener interest jn the pro-
ceedings of peace conventions than dees
Queen Victoria. With all the tenderness of
a. mother and a true woman she abhors war.
She has known well what it 1s. ‘l'he ex-
perience of the Crimea was to her most
wminful, as she felt intensely the widoa-
tiood of her people at that time. Quickly
after the Crimea came the Segroy revolt, and
again her heart was made to bleed for the

' woes of hersubjects. No wonder she shrinks

from the contemplation of war. Asa Queen
she not only presides over the DBritish, but
also over all other people. And if she is
strong in her goodness, 1t is because what is
behind her. When she invited ber wilfal
grandehild to look on fifteen miles of iron-
clads, and they only one of many fleets
under her orders, she gave aa object lesson
to the world which the world can never
forget. Queen Elizaveth did great things
at Tillbury, but nothing that great Queen
ever did morc powerfully impressed the na-
tions than Queen Victoria's review of the
fleet over the waters commanded by IFort
Moncton. - Let Russia pursne her policy.
Let I'rance disturb Europe, as she has al-
wavs. | Bub Lritain sits still on her throne
of peace and says, No! There. shall be no
war if she:can prevent ig, because war is bad
policy to begin with, and, anyway, she says,
whichever of you, kings, empercrs, or re-
publics, dares to break the peace of the na-
tions has to reckon with The Policeman of
the Seas—England. After 'a while the
swash-buckling nations will begin to under-
stand the tyuth and govern themselves ac-
cordingly.

' the Hawaiians would have lest nothing by

1

| not been subsidized.

The Sun also undertakes to tell the|

manifesh, that both the Unifed States and

by Capadian interposition. The United

(2

il

for Lthe cession of Pearl |
" - - |
tHarbor isterminablé with the treaty making
it.s " The Hawaiians; on the other hand,
through the tremendous drop in - the price
of sugar in the Americap markets, find
themseives throst down from the im-
mense special advantsges which, since 1876,
had constitnted their nain source of
wealth. Had the treity beesn coneciunded,

the free inilow of sugar from Cuba and Bra-
zil -into the United States. They would
have oceupied precisely the same position a8
that*held by the suvar crowers of Lonisiana,
TPor it willebe remembered that, in return
for-the desired conceszions, the United
States promised to give Hawaii full partici-
pation in the bounties granted to American
producers of sugar. Those bounties the
Hawaiions have lost, and they have gained

. 1 - - b
absolutely nothing in exchange for them

| deafening
~dder tonzues ot flame {lash everywhere, § .

gearch the bellowing heavens throughout

| rolling nearer

from Canada.,”  But frem later intellizence |
from the Islands itis evident the people are

not gricving very greatly over the failure of

the Unifell States to secure a monepoly. of

the Howailan markets,

i

Austrzlian Morals.

There is no country in which so high af

condition of general comfort, so lofty a'
standurd of proved intelligence, .and such
lur,:;u: aund varied means of intellectual ex-
cellence-exist side by -side.with -so much
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same condition. The bachelors from choist| tavbulence, so lax a ‘commereial morality,

and such overcharged statistics of drunken-
ness and crimes of violence as in Austraha.
Why should a people which is among the
best educated in the world be also tmong
the least commercially sound, the rowdiest,
and the most drunken? TLet there be no
mistake about the guestion or about the
charges which are involved in it. Australian
insolvencies are to British as four to owve.
(Convictions in Aunstralia are to convictions
in the United Kingdom as two to one.
The fizures given by  Mr.. H. H.
Havter, C. M. G., Government Stalist of
Victoria, though apparently clouded with a
purpose, prove the last charge beyond the
chance of refutation. The highest percen-
tage of deaths from the abuse of alcohol is
recorded in Australia. It is 113 as against
80 even in Switzerland, and as against 46 in
Epgland and Wales. In the figures given
the issue is confused by the introduction ot
the statisties of “‘towns” and *‘ principal
towns’ of some few countries, though even
there Paris reaches no higher than 95 and
London falls to 74, In Ireland the deaths
from aleoholism are only a lictle over a
quarter of those registered for the Austra-
lias. The tvowns of Denmark rise to the
awinl average of 274, but it is evident that
a full statement of the facts would reduce it
greatly.

-

Mr. Stanley suggested several years ago
that when Europe began to take as«livelier
interest in Africa a telegraph line could be
put up.clear {o the big lakes, and native
chiefs would for a consideration see that
their peo [-ﬂ.ﬂ did not meddle &ith it. This
idea, wild as it appears, is likely to be real-
ized. One of the most noteworthy of recént
enterprizes is the telegraph line which is
now strung along through Mashonaland. A
vast territory, unknown to the world ten
years ago, is now within five hours’ reach
of London, and 1t cost $300,000 to bring it
about. - Matters are nol moving so smooth-
ly, however, in Morocco, where the Angora
tribe is stubbornly opposing the erection of
telegraph poies. Its chiefs have evidently

eracks, as though open-mounthed, pleading
to the pitiless sky for a drop of water ; the
wide expanse of country that a few months
past was green and fower-besprizkled is
brown, the grass crisped with a fierce heat
and falling to powder if rubbed: the trees
mostly evergreens, are parched and dusty ;
no breath of air rustles through, no lesf stirs.
They resemble great toy trees, with leaves
of painted wood. There is no sound of life
anywhere ; the noisy, ggeen parrots are

 silent, and hide from the sun in the heart of

the densest and leatiest top.

You may, perhaps, see a crow or mynah
sit solitarily on a bough, with drooping
wingand gaping beak, helpless in this great
purgatory of fire. *‘The moonsoon, the
monsoon —will it never come?” you ask a3
you toss half naked on your bed, worried
by prickly heat and insects which shall be
nameless, not the worat of which is the
persistent, blood-sucking mosquilo, IHeat
apoplexy has, jperhaps, prostrated one or
two of your friends, and a second in the
open air unhelmetedwould be sudden death.

““ Will the mon soon never come?”

Every evening the sun drops down in the
west like a great ball of fire, but leaves the
heat bekind him. One evening you notice
with great joy two or three black clouds
climb up tha east to take a peep at his

- descending majesty. They are the advance

guard, you think, of the monsoon and it will
surely rain before prorning. Morning dawns,
and the sun sets to blowing his heat furnace
strong as ever ; the sky is once more a great
dome of burnished brass. The monsoon abt
last blows the warning trumpet, and the
soughing of his wind to the far-away horizon
calls you out from your bed to the veranda.

Nature holds her breath ; a great calm, 3,

strange hush—the hush of expectancy—
fills earth and air.

- Ha ! here comes the monsoon. Away on
the western horizon a great black cloud
wave sturges up toward the zemith, blotting
out tlie burpished sky in its progiess, jusb
as though you poured ink slowly into a brass
Behind this black wave, and moviug
with it, i3 a dense ebon mass, cut every In-
stant by forked-lightning and bellowing,
thunder.© The  quick darting

from top to bottom, throughout the whole
clond-packed dome,

Now for a '~F-*'-‘:nr1, ﬂnf‘j’ for a second, tllflu

[ 8

auick-flashing Lizhtning ceases, and an inky

e ¥ 1 -
| blacknesa, the blackness of Erebus, succeeds,

and the thundzr bellows as an Inglishnian
in his sca-girb little isle never heard: it bel-
low. It iz no distant rumble, graduoally
and culminating in a resound-
inr crack overhenid, No; “around, “about
and just overbead the infernal din never
CEa3e3.

The bellied clouds are pregnant with thun.
der, and the flnms forks flashinz hither and
thither pierce their wombs and loose the
thunder from its prison. It reminds one of
Michael and his celestial host warring with
Lucifer and his legions. 1t is terrible.

Inside your bungalow the first advancing
wind that heralded the monsoon carried with
it clouds of blinding dust, which isnow piled
up an inch high on table and chairand shelf.
And still the war of the elements goes on.
You cannot hear your neighbor’s veice,

though he shouts his utmost ; the birds, -

affrighted, shriek inthe thickels, and the

native servants huddle themselves together

in dark corners for safety. The sky opens
its floodgates, and rain in torrents pours
down without intermission for eighty or
ninety hours on the parched earth. Splash !
splash ! on the roof—not in showers, but in
sheets. This 1s the monsoon.

And when it has passed what a transfor-
mation it has effected. . The arid plainis one
areat lake, throngh which rise innumerable

rees of glossy green, and crowding their
leaiy cathedrals flocksof parrots and mynaha
chatter their thanks to God forthe welcone
rain. The great lake soon disappears, ab-
sorbed by, the thirsty earth, and reveals a
far and fair expanse of verdure beautiful
heyond words in its dazzling greenery, and
sprinkled with flowers that have shot up in
a night, earth’s embodied hymun of praise to
the Creator for the blessing of the monsoon,
s

FIUNT TR1S BRUTE DOWN

—
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dmtii 3is Eyes were Burned Out.

A brutul crime was perpeirated by En-
gincer James A, Bradshaw of the Earle

tield a Boy's Headin a Vat of Viirle

Lock Company at Terryville, Conn., re--

cently. As he was going throngh the shop
Lic approached . A. Hough, aged 17 years,
who was at work cleaning locksat his bench,
and ordered him to go to another part of
the shop on an errand. Bradshaw has no
authority over the men in the factory, and
the boy, acting on the advice of the men in
the room, refused to obey. Bradshaw re-
peated the command, and on a second re-
fusal, picked the boy up in his arms, and
carrying him to a vat of vitrol in the room,
dipped him in,head downward, several times
before the other employees oijthe room, Leo
horrified to stir at first, could 1nterfere.

The boy’s screams were agonizing. Iis
hair was all burned off, his scalp was raw,
his face and neck was horribly barned, and
both eyes were burned out. His recovery
is doubtful.

Bradshaw returned to the engine room
and was at once discharged. He walked out
of the shop unmolested and disappeared.
He has not yet been arrested. The employ .
ces of the shop, among whom Hough was a
general favorite, threaten to lynch the brute
if they find him. Bradshaw 13 married and
is 32 years old.

F
S —
Melba In thie Orzan Loft.
Mme. Melba has been distinguishing

herself in Paris. The great Australian prima
donna, the ** Echo de Paris™ says, was en-
gaged a few days since to sing at a grand
wedding, but the Archbishop of Paris, like
Cardinal Manning, refused to allow a lady
{o sing in a Roinan Catholic ehurch. This
was 2 sad blow, but the great lady whom it
annoyed was equal to the emergency. =he
prevailed upon Mme. Melba to hide herself
behind the organ, and then put a lad, with.
a missal in his hand to stxnd up in the choir
and pretend to sing while the prima donna
pourcd forth her enchanting notes, Theruse

§ was an immense success
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