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To tho'Editor o f  T h e  L jb e b a l  :
S i b , — Y o u r  correspondent argues that 

the death penalty for the crim e of m urder 
belongs to the old Mosaic code— is bar 
barons, and is no t b ind in g o r  present 
civilisation.

bu fu ie  going farther T w ill try  aud re ­
m ove this obstacle.

N e a rly  eight hundred years before tho 
b irth  of Moses, the la w g iv e r  of Israel, 
God said, “ W hoso aheddeth m an's blood 
by man shall his blood be shed.”  A t  
that tim e there was neither Jew  nor G e n ­
tile, heathen n o r Christian; there were 
bu t eight persons in  the whole w orld. 
Th e re  was bu t one fam ily , and that the 
fam ily of a m an saved from  the almost 
universal destruction that had been po u r­
ed upon a wicked w orld, because o f  his 
riff-ntcoiisncss. N o a h  and his fam ily  were 
neither heathen nor barbaric a>)\l were as 
»ood a representative of iu o i» lity  (a l­
though they did make a couple of m is­
takes) as any fam ily of that >ize since 
that d a y . T h e y  at least did  not need so 
severe a laur, for crim e had not yet lifted 
its h yd ra  head am ong m an kind , and G o i ’s 
recent terrib le  visitation on tl.e wicked 
had nut ye t passed from  m em .-ry. B u t  
that faunlv were to bo tlie progenitors of 
th e v. hole hum an race, aud that law 
through them  passing dow n through all 
the centuries, e n tire ly  independent of any 
other laiv —  heathen. Jew ish  or Christian 
— is obligatory on all past, present and 
future generations, through  all the ages 
to come, as an ordinance instituted by 
the Suprem e R u le r  for the protection of 
m an as a preventative of the urea test of 
a ll crimes - the taking of h iinan life. 
T h e  death peualty was so wise, so neces 
sary, as a w a rn in g , and so fitted to meet 
the ends of justice that when the statuh s 
were consolidated on tables of st.oue by 
the finger of G o d  in  the days of Moses, to 
guard against any m isunderstanding of 
this particu la r section, there was this 
clause added, “ I f  a m.' i rom e pre- 
suinptiouuly upon hit; r .e ig .r iv i ' to slay 
h im  w ith guile thou shall take him  from  
mine altar that he m ay d ie .”  T h is  was 
done afterwards iii the case of Jo a b who 
shed the blood of w ar in  tim e of peace 
when the officers of the law arrested him  
in the Sanctuary w hith e r he had lied to 
screeu him selt from  justice.

B u t M r . B ooth  says the c ivil law is 
ruled out, and he who carries the Mosaic 
c ivil law into the christiau dispensation 
makes nonsense of C h ris t’s teaching. I  
w ill attend to the latter statem ent in  a 
future letter, b a t in  reference to the first 
surely he m ust have been m inus his 
th in k in g  cap when he wandered so far 
from  fact. F irs t  the w o rld  had the n a t­
ura l or m oral la w . G o d  gave to man the 
pow er of discerning between good and 
evil, and a lib e rty  of choice in the use of 
those means which w ill lead to his hap­
piness or m isery. N e x t  followed the 
Cerem onial, or as it  n  sometimes called 
the Mosaic law , as it related to Jew ish  
worship. T h e n  came the C iv il,  or what 
m ay be called the P o litica l law. T h e  
first, G o d ’s m oral governm ent teaching 
man hia d u ty  towards his C re ator and 
the regulation of his conduct towards his 
followers, is Btill in force. T h e  C e re m o n ­
ial, as first instituted, being h ig h ly  ty p i­
cal, whs superseded b y  the Christian dis­
pensation, and the C iv il  la w , w hich in 
itself contains the M o ra l law, sometimes 
w ith penalties attached, is to -d ay the 
m otive pow er of tlie political m achinery 
of all civilized governm ents. T h e  c ivil 
or political portion of the Mosaic law has 
been the foundation on which all nations 
have b u ilt  th e ir ju d ic ia l codes, and if it 
bas been ruled ou t it  has swept the D e c ­
alogue along w ith it, for if the law that 
forfeits tho life of the m urderer is not 
b it.dm g, then every k in d  of punishm ent 
for every k in d  of crim e is abrogated.

T h e  C re ator has placed w ith in  every 
m an a deep instinctive dread of death 
under any circum stances, bu t when to 
death is added the solemn prelim inaries of 
a state execution and all the aw ful sur 
roundings of the scaffold, it  acts as au in ­
valuable deterrent to the w ilfu lly  vicious 
and a safeguard to society. A ll  other 
laws have been made subsequently to the 
g ivin g  of this great com m and. M a n y  of 
these laws have been revised, some alter­
ed and some rescinded, but the penalty 
of life for Jite has never been abrogated, 
.substituted, or even changed by its A ll 
W ise O rig in a to r, the C o d  of Justice, who 
first placed it on tho w orld’s statute book.

W e  will now revert tu the rig h t of the 
slate to take life in the interests of ju b t- 

I ice.
J Th e re  is a vast deal of difference bs- 
i tween the man who w ilfu lly  takes the life 
, of a fellow being and the state w hich 

takes the life of the crim ina l who d e lib ­
erately violates the law of G o d  and the 
law of the governm ent to w hich he has 
sworn allegiance. O ne takes tho life of 
the innocent at tlie instigation of avarice, 
malice or revenge; the other the forfeited 
life cf the g u ilty  in the adm inistration of 
j n at ice and at the com m and of O od.

their senses, are surprised in to  a m u rd e r. 
L ig h t  sufficient to w arn  even the most 
ignorant of the consequences of deliberate 
m u rd e r shines upon the path of every 
m em ber of civilize d  society, and tells h im  
that if he sins w ith im p u n ity  that he w ill 
be subject to re trib u tive  justice.

B u t  M r. Booth  aays that “ G o d  gives 
life, and that he alone can take i t . ” 
W e ll ,  G o d  gives lib e rty , on the same 
princip le  none b u t G o d  can take it  away. 
H e  also gives light. L ib e rty  and lig h t 
are inalienable gifts, no man has a 
rig h t to deprive me of either, yet if I  
w ilfu lly  violate a know n law', I  forfeit m y 
r ig h t to en jo y them , m y  lib e rty  w ould 
be circum scribed by justice aud m y  ligh t 
dim inished by incarceration. W o  see 
that even in a state of na ture, irrespect­
ive  of all other law, a m an can take the 
life of another if circumstances require it. 
W h a t a man can do in d iv id u a lly , a state 
can do collectively, because the rig h t of 
the in d iv id u a l to protect him self is trans­
ferred to the co m m u n ity . I f  the state 
bas a righ t to protect its mem bers from  
dii-torbance, it has a r ig h t to make p u n i­
tive  laws adequate to the m aintenance of 
its safety. I t  we ad m it its pow er to p u n ­
ish to any extent we m ust allow that it 
lias the rig h t to punish u n til the object 
(th e  welfare and safety of the c o m m u n ity ) 
is obtained. T h e  graded penalties in 
flicted for m in o r violations of the law do 
not result in tlio prevention of all crim e, 
but they act as deterrents, as the recent 
report of the crim ina l statistics of the city 
of T o ro n to  fer 1890 show. I n  accordance 
w ith  this experience the state adopts the 
death p e n a lty , because the m an who 
com m its m u rd e r com m its the greatest of 
all crimes, and therefore should suffer the 
greatest of all penalties. Ju d g in g  from 
this experience, and allow ing for the in ­
crease in  population^— the crow ding to­
gether of man in  o u r large cities and the 
m ultip lie d  facilities for the taking of 
hum an life— very few are prepared to 
say that the death penalty is a fa ilure , 
for life is certainly  m ore sacred and v io ­
lence against the person less frequent 
than iri the past., and wera it  no t for the 
sale of into xicatin g drin k s  w ould be very  
much m ore .so. ■ -  'W

H e  says that state executions " a r e  
cruel and show a vin d ictive  s p irit .”  A ll  
punishm ent is cruel, especially to those 
who suffer, for

“ N o n e  who feel the halter draw  
H a ve  a good opin ion of the la w .”

I t  w ould not be punishm ent if i t  was not 
felt. T h e  state lias no rig h t to inflict 
unnecessary cru e lty , b u t severity is re ­
q uired when dealing w ith  the haidened 
and the incorrigible . I t  lines, im prisons 
and Hogs, keeps on low  diet and forces to 
labor. I t  has the righ t to punish by sol­
ita ry  confinem ent, to shut m an out from 
all society, o r even transp ort h im  beyond 
the lim its  of c iviliza tion. A l l  these p u n ­
ishm ents have a tendency to shorten life j 
b y  weakening the crim in a l’s constitution, 
for u nd er such treatm ent the w icked sel­
dom  “ live  ou t half their da ys.”  I f  then 
the state can legally shorten life gradual 
ly , it  can, if in the interests of the com ­
m u n ity , shorten still m ore the tim e of a 
crim inal existence. In  doing so the 
state is the o n ly  im p a itia l trib u n a l before 
which a m urdere.- can be tried , for in  it 
there is neither vindictiveness nor maliue. 
Th e re  is none iu the officer who arrests 
him , in the council who arraigns h im , in 
the ju r y  who weighs ths evidence, in the 
judire who condemns h im , or even in the 
K a d clive  who hangs h im , it  is b u t the 
ad m inistration of re trib u tive  justice on 
the g u ilty  fur the yiolation of a know n 
law and for the protection of the lives of 
the innocent.

T h e  man w ho takes the life of another 
shows unm istakably th at he is unfit for, 
and does not deserve a place in a civilized 
co m m u n ity . T h e  W o rd  of G o d  says that 
he is no longer fit to live , and the en- 
dorsation of centuries declare that there 
is no punishm ent com m ensurate w ith the 
deliberately planned assassination of a 
c itiz jii  bu t a. solemn dismissal from  the 
society of earth.

( t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d  )

D a n ie l O th en who is at present a  patient 
in  the T o ro n to  G ene ra l H o s p ita l .

M o ve d  by M r  A rn o ld , seconded by 
M r . B ry so n , that the petition of Th o m a s 
R u m b le  and sixteen others be referred to 
Messrs. R u s 3ell and H ig h , to enquire in ­
to the circum stances of the case and act 
as they th in k  advisable.— C arried .

M o ve d  by M r  W atso n, seconded b y  
M r  B ry so n , that the treasurer be a n d  is 
hereby authorised to pay to T .  P .  M c ­
M ahon fur p rin tin g  bills, instructions to 
road overseers, and .300 copies of A c ­
counts, £4*2 2d — C arried .

M o ve d by M r  H ig h , seconded b y  M r  
A rn o ld , that the treasurer be and is here­
by authorized to pay the follow ing road 
accounts :—

D is t. N o  1 .— W m  W r ig h t ,  la yin g  
and sharpening picks and c ro w b a r...$1 75

D ist. N o . 2 .— Jo h n  B lo u g h , 8 
cedar posts at 1 2 .J cen ts ..   1 0 0

M oved by M r  H ig h ,  seconded by M r  
W a tso n ,th a t the treasurer be and is here­
by authorized to pay to S J  A rn o ld  tho 
sum of $15.00 for the K le in b u rg  A g r ic u l ­
tura l Society and to the treasurer of tha 
R ich m o n d  H i l l  i t  Y o n g e  St A g ric u ltu ra l 
Society the sum of $15.00.— C arrie d .

M o ve d  by M r  H ig h , seconded by M r  
W atson that the petition of Thom as W e b ­
ster and 8  others be referred to J  S A r ­
nold to enquire into  the m atter, and act 
as he m ay th in k  advisable.— C a rrie d .

M o ve d b y  M r  H ig h , seconded b y  M r  
W atson that Jam es H o o d  and Th o m a s 
Tow nsen d be and are hereby appointed 
comm issioners to expend 25 days of the 
statute labor of road division N o  2G in  
repairing and b u ild in g  sidewalks in  tho 
village of M aple and that the clerk no tify  
the pathm aster for said division, N o  20.

•— C arried
M o ve d  b y  M r  H ig h , seconded b y  M r  

A rn o ld  that the treasurer bo and is here­
b y authorized to pay to Jam es M  L a w ­
rence the sura of Sg-i.55 for d ra w in g  deed 
and registering sam e.— C arrie d .

M o ve d  by M r  B ry s o n , seconded by M r  
A rn o ld  that whereas this C ouncil has 
been inform ed that F u lla rto n  G ibson, tho 
ow ner of the west part of lo t 52 in  the 
first concession, at the rear of said lo t, 
has bqen selling Band to parties from  the 
orig inal road allowance v, hereby ho has 
endangered the safety of the pu b lic  tra v e l­
ling  on said road allowance, therefore tho 
clerk of this m u n icip a lity  is hereby in ­
structed on behalf of this C o u n cil to 
n o tify  M r  G ibson to p u t said place from  
w here the sand has been taken from  said 
road allowance in a’ proper state of repair 
fo rth w ith , and fu rth e r th at this C o u n cil 
w ill hold him  responsible for any damages 
that m ay occur, and fn tth e r that this 
C ouncil claims from  him  the am o u n t or 
value of the sand so ta k e n .— C a rrie d .

T h e  C o u n cil then a d jo urn ed u n til T u e s ­
d a y, the 20th day of M a y  ne xt to meet 
at 10  a. m. as a C o u rt  of R evision.

J .  M . L a w h b n c e , To w n sh ip  C le rk

C o n c o r d
been
some

visit

T h e  th ird  page of the T o ro n to  D a i l y  
M a i l  is noted for “ W a n t”  A d ve rtise ­
m ent. I f  you w ant to b u y  or sell a n y ­
thing. I f  you w ant a situation, a 
m echanic, a business, m achinery, lodg- 
inys, if you have lost, or touud an yth ing, 
or if you w a n t  t o  f in d  o u t where anyone 
is, advertise in the T o ro n to  D a i l y  M a i l  
and read the advertisem ents on the th ird  
page uf that page. T h e  charge is T w o  
O m its  n w o r d  each insertion, Address 
T h e  M a i l ,  T o r o n t o ,  C anada.

V i tan Council

I Fee how ever vicious, if they haye

T h e  C ouncil of the M u n ic ip a lity  of the 
To w n s h ip  of V a u g h a n  m et at the To w n  
H a ll on Tu e s d a y , the 14th dav of A p r il ,  
1891.

T h e  reeve in  the chair. M em bers pres­
ent Messrs. H ig h , A rn o ld , W atson and 
B ryso n .

T h e  m inutes of last m eeting were read, 
and on m otion affirmed.

A  petition was presented from  Thos. 
R u m b le  and sixteen others for aid to

S p rin g  has come. C oncord has 
w rapped in its b a lm y embrace for 
tim e past. A s  the poet sings 
“ H e re  sm iling  sprin g  its earliest 

p a id ,
A n d  m ud in d ry in g  vo ry  lo ng delayed.” 
H o w e ve r, it  w ould not be spring w itho ut 
the mud.

Y o u r  correspondent has been silent so 
long that it is w ith  some difficulty he can 
accommodate him self to the office of 
scribe. H e  has lost track of his re ­
porters and w ould therefore speak gen­
erally of men and things.

T h e  fall wheat is looking w ell through 
this part of the co u n try. Seeding is 

j co .nireucing this week. T h e  farm ers 
have been anxiously aw aiting  it  and fu ll 
preparations have been made. F o r  some 
weeks past there llllLiht have been seen 
ranged round the blacksm ith shop for re ­
pair a ll sorts of farm  instrum ents, h a r­
rows predom inating though. C e rta in ly  
the blacksm ith and his m en have been 
the busiest m em bers of the c o m m u n ity . 
W h ile  ths teeth, and claws were thus be­
ing sharpened for the spring cam paign, 
num erous were the works and preparation 
in  other directions:— G e ttin g  the sum m er 
wood ready, fixing the goose nests, a n ­
sw ering the regulated questions and i n ­
gratiating smile of the cunm is-taker, look­
ing after the drains, helping tho re ju ve n ­
ated tram p upon his w a y ,p u ttin g  up gaps 
aud fences lett. open since last year, a t­
tending Fa rm e rs’ In stitutes  at tha store 
and eisewhere, bo iling  dow n sap, getting 
in to  h ot w ater w iih  the wom en about 
house cleaning —b u t that is tho clim ax.

A t  tiie I ’roiuotioii I jX a m . held on tho 
1 0 t.li the follow ing pupils from  out school 
wore successful, passing v.itli very  good 
m uika ;—

T o  iv . C l a .ss— I la d w in  F is h e r, C h a rlie  
Teasdale, Jo h n  Bow es K ste lla  O ster, 
A ggie  Cooper, Jaco b R eam an, Charles 
K e ys .

T o  J u n i  >n i i i — O hanncey R id d e ll, 
Clara Teasdale, A l t o n  lla d k .i, Am brose 
M adden, T ilfo rd  W atson.
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