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CANADA.

Governor Nelson, ol British Colombia, has
had a serious attack oi influerzi, but is re-
covering.

British Columbia last year exported to the
.United States produce to the value of
$2,700,000.

East Middlesex Farmers’ Instiiute have
voted that the duty on corn should be struck
off the list.

J. G.Howard, at one time oity Engineer of
Toronto, died at his residence in High Park
en Monday.

According to the estimates for 1891 the sum
of $1,704,485 will be expended on public
works in Ontario.

Mrs. James Campbell, wife of a Windsor
drayman, haa had $25,000 left to her by a
deceased unci?.

Hon. L, F. R. Masson, ex-Lieut. Governor
of Quebec, bu been called to tne Senate to
succsed the late Senator Redier.

A number cf Detroit capitalists intend
ereoting works in WalkirviUe for tho
manufacture of articles of malleable iron.

John Ftannigan, Clerk of the Township
of B'ddulp'a and of the Division Court in
Lucin, has disappeared withhis books.

Mr. W. T. Jennings, late Engineer of the
C. P. R., has been appointed City Engineer
of Toronto, with a salary of $5,003 a year.

A despatch from Windsor, Oat., says
the importation into Canada of butterine
and oleomargarine is very considerable just
now.

The Dominion Government has deoided to
place in the estimates the sum $25,000 for
the pnrohase of seed barley of the two-rowed
variety.

Mr. Tupper has introduced abill into Par-
liament at Ottawa to absolutely prohibit tbe
throwing of sawdust and other mill refuse
into streams.

Senator Macdonald, of British Columbia,
introduced a bill into tbe Senate at Ottawa
on Monday night to prohibit tha Mormon
practice of plural marriages.

The Inliana of the distriot east of R\t
Portage are Buffering so severely from ia-
fluetza that many of them are unable to
leave for the trapping grounds.

Elgin county council has parsed a resolu
tion to ask the Legislature to amend the
law so that all counties shall have power
to elect their <ffieials by popular vote.

Rev Mr. .Carson, of K'ngston, on Sunday
evening lectured the female portion cf his
Audience on the evils of tight-lacing end
wearing thin boots in sloppy weather.

The Ottawa lumberman do not believe
the story ourrent in Si. Paul, Minn., that
Canadians are stealing lumber in largo
quantities from the North-Western States.

A large number of Canadians are return-
ing to Stratford from the Michigan lumber
woods, on foot and penniliess, having failed

.-to obtain work owing to the open winter.

The oounty council of Cornwall has resolv-
to petition the Ontario Legislature to amend
the License Act so that the appointment of
commissioners and inspectors shall'rosb with
ttffi County councils.

Mrs. Firmer, of Stratford, Ont., widow of
Christopher C. Farmer, who was recently
killed b? lumber projecting over acar in the
Grand Trunk yard as Stratford, has brought
an action against the oompany for $20,000.

Rev. A. Labelle, Assistant Commissioner
of Agriculture of the province of Q lebee, in
a lecture before the French Geographical
Sooiety at Paris, Franoe, on Saturday,
earnestly appealed lo Frenchmen to come
to Canada and settle.

A marriage from whioh Mrs. Walker, nee
Herald, seeks release, was carried out in fun
at an amateur dramatic performance in
Dundas, Oat., but, as the oeremony was per-
formed by a clergyman, the matrimonial
knot was securely tied.

While Chief Detective Cullen, of Montreal,
was showing a revolver, which he did not
know wks loaded, to Judge Dugas, he dis-
charged the weapon, and the bullet lodged
in the cheek of Deputy High Constable
Douglas, ir.fi cting a serious wouud.

Marie Anna Colethier, a poor Frenoh-
Canadian girl living in Montreal, has be-
come an heiress to about $69,000 through
the death of her grandmother, mother, and
aunt, who lived together, and had thoir
savings, amounting to tbat sum, secreted in
three tin boxes.

The Indians of the BUokfeet reserve, near
MacLeod, have a pretty little white girl
in their possession, who, it appears, is the
daughter of an American officer killed in an
Indian skirmish. The American Govern-
ment havo sent an officer to recover tho
child, whom, however, the Indians refuse
to surrender.

Montreal shippers havo a big live stook
shipping scheme, which they intend bring-
ing before the Dominion Government.
They want permission to establish, on the
east end of the harbour, a quarantine yard,
into which the American oattle trains could
be ran, and from which the cattle could be
transferred to steamers set apart for the
trade, and carrying no Canadian cattle.

GREAT BRITAIN.

The bishop of Tuam died on Saturday,
aged 79.

H.
from itfluerzi at Wiesbaden.

A syndicate is being formed in London to
acquire trading rights in Alaska.

Dublin municipal council has adopted a
resolution expressing confidence in Mr.
Parnell.

The colliery owners of Great Britain have
resolved to oombine to resist the unions of
he oolliera.

John Reid & Co., one of the oldest ship-
building firms on the Clyde, have failed with
heavy liabilities.

The London “ Lanoet” says that Europe
has muoh to fear from oholera during the
coming summer.

Sir William Gull, physician in ordinary
to the Prince of waleB, died Jan. 29:h of
paralysis, aged 74.

Reports are ourrent in London that Irish-
Amerioan extremistscontemplate more dyna-
mite outrages in England.

Judge Manisty, of tho English High
Court of Justice, Queen’s Bench Division,
died on Saturday io his 82nd year.

It is deoided that the different organiza-
tions of Good Templars in England shall
reunite and form one organization.

It la reported that the Duke of Cambridge
will resign bis position as ocmmander-ta-
chief of the British Army in Ootober, and
will be succeeded by the Duke of Con-
naught.

The London "Times” has settled the libel
suit brought against it by Mr. Parnell and
hia seoretary, Mr. Campbell, the former
receiving £5 000 as a solatium, and the
Utter £200.

Lord Salisbury has abandoned hia propos-
ed trip to the continent, but his health iaao
bad that it is almost certain he will insist
upon being relieved of the cares of tbe
Foreign Offioe.

Sir Charles Dllke's new book, “The Pro-
blems of Greater Britain,” issaid to be
meeting with n large sals in England. He
asserts that Imperial Federation must oome
sooner or later, and the sooner the better.

Mr. Wm. O'Brien was reoeived with en-
thusiasm at Leeds on Thursday. He said
that England’s conscience was turning to-
wards the policy of justice, kindness and
peaoce wherewith Providenoe had inspired
Mr. Gladstone.

Sir George Otto Trevelyan, in a speech at
Doncaster on Tuesday, denounced the land
purohaBe soheme, because it waa altogether
at tbe risk of the British taxpayers. He
thought the whole risk should be taken by
the Irish looal authorities.

Mr. J-ihn Morley, M. P., spoke at Liver-
pool on Thursday night. He criticized the
Marquis of Hartington's programme and
expressed the opinion that Lord Salisbury
made a gravo mistake when he threatened
the resistance of the peers if Mr, Gladstone
was returned to power.

UNITED STATES.

Heavy rains and floods are reported in
Oregon.

Eight delayed passenger trains reoched
San Franolsoo list Saturday, one week be-
hind time.

The United States Senate haa ratified the
Samoan Treaty, only twelve negative votes
being recorded.

A St. Louis baker jut poison oa some
cakes to kill rats. Two children stela the
cakes aud died.

Rev. Dr, Talmaga and f«nily, of Brook-
lyn, have readied their home. The doctor
is in fine health.

MA7s. Coppinger, daughter cf Secretary
Blaine, died ia Washington ataa early hour
on Sunday morning.

Tha English Brewery Syndicate has
bought four Toleda breweries for more than
three million dollars.

President Harrison's residence ia Indiana-
polis was bu~Urizsd on Wednesday night
and considerable booty secured.

The Gloucester, Mass., fishermen unani-
mously pronounce the weather on the banks
the worst they have ever experienced.

Ib is stated that U. 8. Minister Lincoln's
son Abraham is dying, boing unable to bear
the drastio treatment of his Frenoh physi-
cians.

The presbyteries ot New York and Chioago
have voted io favor of revising the Conies-
s-'on of Faith, which has been under disous
sion for some time.

Patrick Gibbons, a politician and witness
in the Cronin trial, shot on Tuesday by
Police Captain Schuettler in a saloon brawl
alChicago, is dead.

Jacob Adel), a religious maniac of Fair-
moDt, Ind., roasted himself to death on
Wednesday to expiate his sins and propitiate
the favour of the Almighty.

The United States fish- commissioner has
sent between four and five million wuitefish
fry for planting in Lake Ontario at Sackett a
Harbor, Chaumont and Blaok River bays.

TheNatioral Builders’ convention ao St.
Paul resolved to advooate the system of pay-
ment by the hour as the only safe method of
changing the reoognizad limits of a day’s
work.

In New York Sunday night Emil Myers,
ablind man, hit hia wlie on tie head with a
hammer and then committed suicide by
throwing himself from the fire esoape. The
wife was seriously hurt.

Sergeant O’Donnell, of the U, S. garrison
at Fort Niagara, committed Buioideon Sun-
day iu his room at the barracks by putting
tho muzzle of his rifle to bis head and pulling
the trigger with his toe.

Mrn, Sara Ann Gridley has just died in
the Home of the Friendless at Muskegoa,
Mich., aged 104 years. She waa born in
North Carolina, smoked her pipe regularly
?nd could read without spectacles up to the
ast.

Tbe auditing committee engaged on the
accounts of Dr. Reilly, treasurer of the
United States branch Irish Lsague, have re-
ported that they found a model system of
keeping the books, and that everything weB
properly vouched for.

The house of Mr. Tracey, Seoretary of the
Navy, in Washington, was destroyed by fire
on Monday morning, wben Mrs. Tracey, her
daughter, and her maid servant were burned
to death, Seoetary Traoey was rescued, but
liesin a preoarioua condition from having
Inhaled smoke.

Mrs, Parnell has besn interviewed by a
reporter of the Buffalo “ Express,” who
found the old lady in a state of destitution.
She said she lost money in speculations,
and that her son had sunk all his wealth in
tbs Irish oause; Mso that she could live

R H. Princess Christian is SUfferinQomfortably ou $25 a year.

Tae Now York state Assembly railroad
committee haa decided to rtpert favorably
the bill authorizing tne Rome, Watertown
and Ogdensburg railway to tun ferries from
anv of theiv termini in St. Lawrence and
Jefferton counties to any point across the St.
Lawrence river in Canada.

By order of Archbishop Ryan, Father
Pawler attempted tio hold servioe in the
Polish chnrch at Buffalo last Sunday. A
force of 200 polioe was summoned to proteot
the priest and his followers. Polish men
stood aloof while the women fought like en-
raged tigeresses and by sheer foroe drove the
polioe away, and the priest was roughly
handled and badly scared. The servioe was

not held.
IN GENERAL.
The Duke of Montpensier is dead.
The condition of Emin Pasha has

greatly improved.

A o intraot has been signed for a Rus
sian loan of $70 001) 000.

The French Republican party has adopt-
ed the American caucus system

A report oomes from Lisbon tb*t Msjer
S?rpa Pinto intends visiting Aemrlca “ for
hia health.”

The Siamese Government haa protested
agaiast the encroachment of the British flag
on its territory.

It iaexpected that a ukase will shortly be
issued forbidding German colonization in
Southern Russia.

The Melbourne confederation of the
Australian provinces has been postponed
till February & sh.

The cz ;r has declared he will not reoog-
nize the Brazilian republio during tbe life-
time ol Dom Pedro.

The workingmen at Brnnn, Austria have
decided to demonstrate ou May 1 in favor of
the eight hour moment.

Count Andrassy, who is in his 70bh year,
and represented Austria at the Berlit) con-
gress, is believed to be dying.

The rz\r has summoned the Russian min-
ister at London to St Petersburg to report
upon the Anglo Portuguese dispute.

Forty dismissed and destitute English
olerks at Lisbon have applied to the British
consul there for passage to their humaf.

The Portuguese prime minister say's that
he is preparing an appeal to the power*, but
is anxicua to meet Great Britain's wishes.

Daily incidents strengthen tbe Impression
that there is a serious divergence of views
between Priuce Bismarck aud Emperor Wil-
liam.

Aa Austrian doctor claims to have dis-
covered an absolute cure for hydrophobia,
and is kind enough to present the world
wich the recipe.

The total debt of the Uaited States, less
cash in the treasury February 1, 1890, u
$1,040,707,016.14. The deoreaae last aonth
was $12,245,895.19, '

lu the Frenoh Chamber of Djpubi”® the
bill providing for alaw to tax foreigners
and those who employ foreign labour,, had
its first reading on Thursday.

It is'reported iu Lisbon that Lord,fealia-
bury has agreed to a ooaferenoe of the
powers on the question of disputed bound-
aries in Africa between Portugal and Great
Britain.

Cel. Stoupel, formerly Frenoh military
attache, who warned his Government before
1870 of the disastrous results of a confl'ot
with Germany, cow advocates a Franco-
Gasman alliance to ol.eck Russia.

Bismarck haa written a letter to the
German Ambassador to the Vatioan,
saying that all the Soaieties of the Church
of R >Tie, inoluding the Jesuits, will be Wel-
cgmed iu tho German oolonios and protect-
ed.

It is reported in official oirclea in St.
Petersburg that Emperor William of Gef-
many, the Sultan of Turkey, and the King
of Sweden will attend the Russian military
maroeuvres at Krasuoe Selo during tha
present year.

The New Treaty.

The extradition treaty between Canada
and the United States has advanred another
important stage, the terms of the Convention
having baen deoided upon by the British
Minister at Wathington, Sir Julian Paon-
oefote, and Seoretary of State, Hon.James G.
Blaine. There provisions have just been
published and are as follows:—“ Man-
slaughter, counterfeiting or altering iaonex,
uttering or bringing into circulation counter-
feit or altered money, embezzlement, lar-
oeny,_obtaining money, goods or valuable
securities by false pretences; receiving any
money, valuable security or obher property,
knowing the same to have been embezzled,
stolen or fraudulently obtained ; fraud by

a bailee, banker, agent, trustee, or
director, or member or cffier of any
Company, made criminal by the laws
of both jouutries; perjury or sub-

ornation of perjury,abduction, child-stealing,
kidnapping; burglary, housebreaking or
shopbreaking ; piracy by the laws of nations;
revolt or oonspiraoy to revolt by two or more
personson board a ship on the high seas
against the authority of the master j wrong-
full j sinking or destroying a vessel at sea or
attempting to do so; assaults on board a
ship on the high seas with intent to do
grievous bodily harm ; crimes and offences
against the laws of both countries for the
suppression of slavery and slave trading.”

In sending forth this draft convention Mr,
Blaine points out that the present treaty is
not a substitute for that of 1842 but only a
supplement, that seeing a groat mass cf
practioe had grown up about the old it was
not thought wise to disturb it. He draws
attention also to the faot that the crimes em-
braced in the treaty are suoh as ‘'are made
punishable by the laws of all civilized States,
and not suoh as are made psnal.in any oar-
tioular conntry by reason of any conditions
there existing.” Though not so comprehen-
sive as manycould have wishod, the now con-
vention embraoes those partioular orimes
whose frequent commission of late years has
more than anything else stirred up the pow-
ers to take the present aotion. Ib will at
least have the effect of preventing an in-
crease of that notorious class oi citizens who
having been unfaithful to their truBt and
emb<zzled their employers’ gooda, have
sought an asylum in the neighboring ooun-
try, where without fear of molestation they
have enjoyed the fruits of their dishonesty
and fraud. Aud this provision alone would
render the treaty far from valueless.

A Strange Story.

A sensational story with "a woman in it’
comes from Constantinople. It appears tha}l
Ismail ex-Khedive of Egypt was most unfor-
tunate iu his choice of awifo, when eighteen
months ago while on a visit to Lomon, he
added to lis numerous household an Irish
damsel. Placing her at the head of his
harem she lived in Oriental luxury. She has
not proved the angel that he took her to ba,
and has made herself very obnoxious to the
other ladies aud most unseemly soenel have
occurred. Matters came to a oristis the
other day when Ismail foroibly ejected hor.
She haa made her oomplaint to the British
embassy, and has informed him of the horrid
practices whioh are of daily occurrence in
the seraglio, and revealed some politioal
intriguea to whioh she was privy. The
result is that at the request of the embassy
the Saltan ordered Ismail to be kept in
honorable oonfiuement in his palace pending
enquiry into the affair. Meantime it might
be well for Ismail to spend the time of his
imprisonment in making himself familiar
with Sii-kespeare's immortal play, “ Taming
the Shrew."

There lately passed aorOsa the Red Sea
from the Afrloan to the Arabian shore a
flight of locusts calculated to have covered
over 2.C00 square milea.

The Best Method of
the Dead

“ Sanitary Entombment,” a brochure by
Rev. Chas. R, Treat of N. Y. oity, discusses
the important question of the best method
of disposing oi our dead, viewed from the
standpoint of the public health. In hia
pamphlet the author tracea the origin and
growth of the oustom of churohyard burying
aud points out that civilized and Christian
sooiety are responsible for tbe practice. So
late in the world’s history aa the opening
oanturiea of the Christian era, the universal
opinion was that the dead should not be
brought into proximity with tho living. Ac-
cordingly the practice definitely demanded
by the “ Twelve Tablesl became universal,
not to bury within a “oity” or any group of
human habitations. The first step In the
wrong direotiou seems to have been trken at
the dying request of the first Chriitian em-
peror, who was interred at the entrar.ee of the
Church of the Holy Apostles, in Constantino-
ple. The tendency, however, to follow this ex-
ample, and to aeoure similar interment in
holy earth, waa stubbornly resisted ; aud ib
was notuntil tbe latter partof the sixth century
that burials were permitted within towns
or cities, and it was not until tha eleventh
century that buriala were permitted iu
churohea.”  About the olose of the last
century an agitation arose which has been
going on more or lesa steadily ever sicoe.
Daring these one hundred years n.uoh valu-
able testimony has been broueht together.
Lesa thaa 50 years ago Dr. Eliaha Harris
brought this serious indlotment against the
burial ground connected with Trinity
Church, New York : “ Trinity churchyard
Ins been the oen*re of a very fatal preval-
ence of oholera, whenever tie disease has
ooourred aa an endemio rear or within a
quarter of a mile of it. Trinity Piaoe, west
of it, Reotor Street on its border, the streets
west of Reotor, and the occupants of the
neighboring offices and commercial houses
have suffered severely at eaoh visitation of
the pest, from 1832 to 1851 ' Of oourse
the evil results are more manifest and
glaring where the population is moat dense,
still where the population ia sparse bhe evil
is not abolished but only diluted. Oa this
point Sir Henry Thompson baa giv«n en-
phatio testimony. “ No dead body,” says
this eminent authority, “ is ever placed in
the soil without pollutisg the earbh, the air.
and the water above it and about it.’
Similar testimony is given by D \ Holland,
who says that the best situated cemeteries
may be so mismanaged as to become unsafe ;
that oemeteries should not bo too near
dwellings; that they should not be ovcr-
orowded ; that the soakage from them should
be carefully guarded against; and that wells
near burial-grounds are unrib souroos of
drinking water.”

The danger to the publio health of the
present method is two fold; first from the
ir pregnation of the drinking water with the
poisonous compounds whioh result from
decomposed bodies, and second, from the
propagation and dissemination of those
living organisms whioh science has de
monstrated to be bhe oause of noma of the
moat doadly diseaaea which affeot mankind.
Here again Sir Henry Thompson ia called
to witness. Ho says: “ | state, aa a faot
of the highest importance, that, by burial
in earbh, wo (.ffeotlvely provide—whatever
sanitary precautions are taken by ventilation
and drainage, whatever disinfection is
applied after contagion has occurred—that
the pestilential germs, whioh have destroyed
the body in question, are thus so treasured
and protected as to propagate and multiply,
ready to reappear and work like rulD here-
after for others. The poisons of soarlet-
fever, entorio fever (typhoid), small pox,
diphtheria, and malignant oholera
are undoubtedly transmissible through
earbh from tho buried body.” This
opinion is supported by the statement of Dr.
James MeKellar, a member of the Amerioan
Publio Health Asaooiation, who declares ;
“ We believe that the horrid practice of
earth burial does more to propagate the
germs of disease and death, and to spread
deBolation and pestilenoe over the human
race, than all man's ingenuity aud ignoranoe
in every other oustom.” Acting now on the
prinoiple that the true physician is the man
who, having diagnosed the disease, proceeds
to presoribe the remedy, our aubhor turns Bis
attention to the actual and possible methods
of disposing of the dead. Hera there is not
muoh choice—to throw thomiato the aea, to
allow carnivo-ous birds and beasts of prey
to devour them, to burss t iem, to bury them
out of eight, to embalm, to entomb, cover
the possible methods of disposition. The
first two, not to say throe, are bo shooting
to the tender sentiments that they ara not
likely ever to prevail, burying is prejudicial
to the publio health, embalming is too ex
pensive and involves too muoh mutilation,
and only entombing meets the requirements
of the tender sentiment, the demands of the
public welfare and the question of expense.
Instead, therefore of burying or embalming
the bodies of the dead, ho would desiccate
them in an atmosphere from which all moia-
tnre had been extracted by artificial meana.
To acoompliah this mausoleums shall be
erected in the suburbs of large towns and
oities, extensive and handsome edifices that
will provide sanitary sepulohres for the
dead. Eaoh sepulchre shall be so construct-
ed that anhydrous air oould enter or be
made to enter, and withdrawn, laden with
moisture and morbifio matter, whioh it
would oonvey to a separate structure where
a furnace would oomplete the sanitary work
that the anhydrous air had begun, and
return to the external atmosphere nothing
that would be noxious. The feaslbiiity of
this scheme, in so far aa controlling the de-
composition of bodieB ia concerned, is de-
monitrated by the faot that in upland
regions and where the air is naturally dry
the bodiea of the dead do not share the fate
of those in moist atm ispheros. Among others
ths following instanoe ia quoted. “A oave
was nos long ago disoovered high np among
the Sierra Madre Mountains within which
wero found, where they had rested nndis
turbed for many years, the lifeless figures
of a little aboriginal household, dried and
undecayed. Father, mother, son and
daughter, one by one, as death had over-
taken them, had been brought thither,
bonnd so as to keep in death the attitude
tbat bad marked them when at their rest
in life, and there they bore their silent but
impressive witness to the beneficent aotion
of the unmoist air that had stayed deoay and
kept them innocuous to the living that
survived." What will be the outoome of
the agitation which is being promoted by
the Assooiation of which Rev. Mr. Treat is
a member, cannot at this early date be cer-
tainly foretold. There can be little doubt,
however, that thia question cf properly dis-
posing of the dead, is pressing to the front,
ard that it will soon constitute one or the

Disposing of

leading problems with which promoters of
the publio health will have to deal. The pre-
sent method may die hard, but die ib most
if onoe a concensus of scientific opinion h
deolared against it. While we cannot but
cherish tender feelings towards our dead,
feslinga whioh manifest themselvea in a
reverent oare for their lifeleai bodies, we
muat accept the doctrine that our first duty
is to oare for the living.

Politics In Germany.

Tbe Emperor of Germany iavery aotivo
at preaent in preparing for the elections to
the Raiohstag. He is openly oourting the
workingmen with promises of an ameliora-
tion of their condition. So far, Blamarck'has
not baen very active, although he haa
written to the Pope that all Catholic sooietiea
will be protected in the German! colonies.
lu 1887 he went farther aud asked tor
Cathollo support in tbe elections. In Ger-
many, however, the Emperor is the ohief
organizir and it iB assumed by Bome Euro-
pean correspondents that he has taken-
mabters into his own hands without muoh
reference to B smarok, The failure of
tho Sooialist bill is considered Bismarok's
fallnrs, and the Emperor did not allude to
the measure in his speech to the members
when tbe Reichstag was dissolved. It
appears that the question is to be kept out
of the canvas. Tne result of the eleotions
isa matter of speculation, but thereisa
belief in Europe that the new Reichstag
will be a more liberal body than the one
that has just oompleted >ts labors. If the
results justify expectations, Bismarck’'s
position will be unpleasant, to say the
least. He has devotad all of his energies
to repression. The strong arm is hia ohief
reliance. By its use popular representation
has been reduced to a mere formality. The
question now is, will thore be a reaobion
from his methods that will iestore constitu-
tional methods ?

Portugal and Spain.

Iberian union is a proj sot whioh, although
just now freshly agitated onaocount of re-
oent experiences both in Portugal aud in
Spain, has been proposad sufficiently long
te develops tho intrinsic objections to it.
In earlier times the theory of tae “ balance
of power" or of the “equilibrium of E rrope”
might have suffiied to arouse external
opposition bo suoh a dynastic consolidation
of the kingdoms on the Pdninsula, but
nowadays notWng would be in the way but
the indisposition of the people themselvea.
Portugal and Spain, however, have fought
for the mastery mora than they have sought
to ooalesce. Three centuries ago Portugal
was undBr the dominion of her larger neigh-
bor for six'y years ; than she broke out in
revolt and effectually defeated the Spanish
armies, although it was not till nearly seven-
ty years afterward —in 1737—that Spain
formally renounoed all olaims to sovereignty
over Portugal. In Napoleon’s day the two
kinsrdoms were again at odds. Three years
ago a project was talked ot for uniting
them, aad lately it haa been said that a
Deputy will briagup the subjact of Iberian
union in general in the Spanish CorteB. Shill
it iaconfidently declared that his own party
will only oountenanos a friendly allianoa,
without any attempt at politioal amalgama-
tion.

Indistinct Speaking.

The press representatives ab Ottawa are
breathing out threatings aud slaughter
aganist the members of Parliament who
have thus tar occupied the attention ot the
House, beoause of the iudistinob and inaud-
iblo manner in whioh they have been expres*
eiag themselves. The complaint is made
that in order to gaii any idea of what it
being said the reporters have to crane their
necks and strotch their baoks until the tor-
ture they endue is auffi ;ient to make evan la
grippe taka a baok seat. Oas of their
number in a fit of dasperation has even
gone so far as to hint to the members on the
floor that unless they mend their ways the
living speaker may oome to his end by a dead-
ly missile consisting of the heavy speeohea of
former foaniona. Thia will no doubt effeot a
reformation. Cu; aage legislators have
sufficient discarnmeat to aet according to
the old adape “ A word to the wise ia suffi-
cient.” We may therefore confidently
expect that what could not be effected by
an appeal to their philanthropy, will ba
brought about by the consideration of self
interest and preservation. b is nob likely
that we shall haar anything further of
“ indIstinot uttoranoe,” conglomeration of
rmmblings ” and other similar expressions.

Our National Highway,

While the Central and Union Paoifio rail-
ways have both been blookaded for a week
or more by snow, the Canadian Paoifio railj
way has been practically free from stoppag-
es, showing in the most practical manner
how useful our great Northern line is and
how well it might serve the purposes oi the
Enpire at a time whon the other lines were
in a state of blookade. It is very well for
our neighbors to aay that the wonderful
contrasts of the Amerioan climate are strik-
ingly illustrated™ in a despatoh from San
Franolsoo, wherein our correspondent draws
attention to the faot that at the very time
when the Central Paoifio Railroad was
blockaded in tbe Sierras a fortnight ago,
rosBB were in full bloom and oranges and
lemons were ripening on the trees at a dis-
tance of only seventy miles from the snow-
bound trains. It ia almost impossible for
people to realizj the situation in the Sierras
during one of theBe great snow blockades.
Three thousand men wore employed for
t:n or twelve days shovelling snow from
the sides of the track, while a couple of
huge rotary ploughs, eaoh propelled by six
of the most powerful locomotives in the
world, and a score of smaller ploughs were
uaed for oubting through the drifts.

A celebrated French teacher (M. D eSailly)
has been teaohing the ohildren in hia school,
ever sinoe 1851, kindnessto animals. He
says it has the beat influenoe on their lives
and oharactere. He found them “not only
more kind to animals, but more gentle and
affectionate toward eaoh other,” and he hopes
that principles of kindness to anltaals will
soon be taught in every school. In more
than 5000 Frenoh schools regular lessons are
now given the ohildren on this subject, and
as | have before said in these papers, hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, of sooletieB oi
children have been formed in England,
Franoe aud other countries to jr tectanim-
als from cruelty. Outjof about 2000 orlminsls
in Amerioan prisons, inquired of on the sub-
jaot, it was found that only twelve had any
pet animals during their ohildhood.



