
ELSIE'S BIRTHDAY GIFT.
A  S T O R Y  O F  W O M A N 'S  D E V O T IO N .

A n d  th ey  also fo u n d — w h ioh  w a 3 th e  on ly 
co m fo r t  E lsie  oou ld  have had in her great 
so rro w — that this y e a r , w herein  M r. L in g - 
ton  had  alienated  h im self fro a i his 
fa m ily  and frien d s , had b een  one 
lon g  p rayer and preparation  fo r  death  ; and 
the entries in  nis d iary  w ere  o f a nature to 
co r ro b o ra te  oth er testim on y to this t fleet.

I t  w as fortu n ate  for  E ls ie  th s t  she had bo 
m uch  to d o  at th is crisis. T he hundred 
p oun ds had d w in d led  con sid era b ly  b y  the 
tim e all the  litt le  d ebts  that w ill accum ulate, 
in  sp ite  o f an y  care, had been pa id , and she 
fou n d  herself w ith  a very  sm all sum in ban d . 
She hoped  to increase th is b y  the sale o f  her 
fu rn itu re , &a. ; and then  her p lan  w as to 
estab lish  a school fo r  litt le  ch ild ren , if posBi 
b le , and  b y  these m eans to su p p ort herBelf 
and  Bister.

E U ie  w as y ou n g  and sanguine, and  d id  
n o t  rea l’ ze the  d ifficu lties o f the  p lan  she 
had  form ed . H er extrem e y ou th  w as a 
b arrier to  an y  enterprise o f  th is k in d , and 
C ecilia  M a b erly  rem inded  her o f  this d ire ct  
ly  it  w as m ention od  to her.

“ Bab, then , w h at am  I  to  d o ?”  inqu ired  
E ls ie , m ourn fu lly ,

C ecilia  Bhook her head . She d id  n ot k n ow  
w h at to  suggest. I t  seem ed hard to  d iscou r­
age E lsie  w hen  she w es so brave and w illin g  ; 
bu t she kn ew  that such a p osition  was b e ­
y o n d , n ot her ta len ts , b u t her a g e ; and 
C ecilia  was too  s incere a frien d  n o t  to  speak 
the tru th  w hen  she was asked. B ut io seem ­
ed  as if  the d ifficu lty  m ighb b e  so lved  in  a n ­
o th e r  w a y , a fter all. S tephen  L in e  w aited  
u n til a fter the fun era l, and then he cam e to 
p lead  a secon d  tim e fo r  that w h ich  had 
a lrea dy  been den ied  him  once.

“  I  on ly  ask that you  w ill t ry  to  lik e  m e ,”  
he  said ; “  aud, fo r  the rest, I  am  con ten ted  
to  abide  yo u r  ow n  tim e. I  d o  v er ily  b elieve  
I  co u ld  m ake you  h a p p y , E '.sie ; and the 
p o o r  litt le  one is nob s tron g  enou gh  to battle  
w ith  the w o r ld , even  in  you r arm s. She 
Bhall be to  m e as m y  ow n  ch ild  if you  w ill 
on ly  con sent bo becom e m y w ife .”

“ I  shou ld  be com m ittin g  a cru el in ju stice  
tow a rd s  you  if I  d id ,”  answ ered  E ls ie , very  
s o ft ly  ; “ fo r  ib is on ly  righb to te ll you  that 
I  love  som e one e lse .”

H e  turn ed  va ry  pale ; bub his fa ce  was 
resolute and calm .

“  Y o u  are very  g o o d  to te ll m e th is, for  I  
am  Bure it  m ust have been an effort. I  w ill 
n o t  trou b le  y o u  any m ore ; bub a lw ays r e ­
m em ber th at, if  y ou  are in w a n t o f  a friend , 
y o u j m ay re ly  u p on  m e, fo r  that noth ing  
ea rth ly  w ill g ive  m e bo m uch  pleasure as to  
fee l myBelf o f  serv ice  to  y o u .”

So paying, he le ft  bhe room , w ith o u t onoe 
lo o k in g  back  at the w om an he had loved  
w ith  a lo v e  w h ich , if  nob sensibive and  d e li­
ca te , w as, a b a n y  rate, h on est and true.

A  w eek a lter thia, the little  w or ld  o f  C a3- 
terton  w as aston ished  to  hear that E lsie  
L a n gton  had le ft  early  in  tha m orning , ta k ­
ing her sister wibh her, and had gon e no one 
k n ow  w here. M iss  M erridew  had a g ood  
dea l bo say in the  m atter, o f  course ; and , 
not being restrained b y  any consideration s 
o f tru th , her narrative  supp lied  a ll necessary 
debails.

L a w ren ce , had  he bpen bhere, w ou ld  have 
g iven  ib bhe lie , s im p ly  gu id ed  by  his k n o w ­
ledge o f E ls ie ’s ch aracter ; bub the others 
w ore bolerably credu lous, so true it  is thab 
p eop le , w h o  w ill nob b elieve  any g o o d  of 
y o u , unless ib is w ell a u th eo ica ted , are quite 
w illin g  to take an ev il rep ort up on  trust.

P o o r  E lsie , so h on ourab le  and eonacien 
tiou s, was supposed  to have fled before  
her cred itors  ; and the tale w en t 
rou n d  g lib ly  from  m outh  to  m outh 
a fter MiBS M errid ew ’s fa lse tongue had 
set ib a -going . C ccilia  knew  better, 
fo r  E lsie  had  w ritten  to  her at the l&sb, 
say ing  bhab she was w eary  o f w a itin g  for  
F ortu n e  to  com e to her, and was go in g  to 
seek it  b o ld ly . She d id  nob m ention  w here, 
b u t she prom ised  to  w rite  again “ when her 
fortu n e  w as m a d e ; and , u n til then, dear 
C e c ilia ,”  she co n c lu d e d ,”  “ trusb m e alw ays 
even  as I  w ou ld  bruab y o u .”

A  litt le  w h ile  a fter th is , the^ furn iture 
a K ose  (Jotbage was sold b y  au ction , and the 
proceeds o f  the sale, m inus the expenses, 
w ere fo rw a rd ed  bo E laie b y  ch equ e  ab one 
o f the  L o n d o n p o st-c ffio e s  ; a lbhough w h ich , 
M iss M errid ew , w hose frebful cu riosity  led  
her to  p ly  the auctioneer w ith  innum erable 
questions, fa iled  bo d iscover.

N oth in g  ever o ccu rred  to  aubhenticabe bhe 
scandal Mias M erridew  h id  seb afloat, and 
so ib d ied  a w a y  grad a u lly . R ose  C ottage 
had another t e n a n t ; and  the grass g rew  high 
ou  the graves o f M r , and M rs. L a n gton  in 
C astorton  C hurchyard . O ften , m ay be , poor 
E lsie , stru gg lin g  d esp erately  w ith  the  w orld , 
env ied  them  the blessedness o f  th eir  repose.

“  H a ve  y o u  heard the n ew  con tra lto  ?' 
I r q i ir e d  C apta in  Y a tes  of L aw ren ce  M a b er­
ly , as the la tter sat w ith  a new spaper in  his 
hand, w a itin g  p a tien tly  unbil his frien d  
should  have com plebed  his som ew hab e la b or­
ate to ilet.

L aw ren ce  had been five years a w a y , and a 
g reat lon g in g  he cou ld  not stifle had brought 
him  back . C apta in  Y a tes  had  com e hom e 
in  the sam e sh ip , u pon  s ick  leave, bub the 
voy a ge  had done w on ders fo r  h im  ; and , as 
he stood  in  fro n t  o f the glass, arranging 
his neckbic w ith  due p recis ion , no  one 
cou ld  fa il to  adm ire his handsom e face and 
m an ly figure.

L aw ren ce  had  landed  three or fou r  d ays ; 
b u t, som eh ow , he dreaded  bo go  to  Caaterbon. 
H e  k n ew  th a t E lsie  waB n ot there  ; he  know  
also n ow  h ow  cru e lly  he had  mis ju d g e d  her, 
fo r  C ecilia  w as by  th is tim e the happy w ife  
o f Stephene L ane, w h om  she had  loved  
secretly  fo r  years, and had  w on  him  so en ­
tire ly  to herself b y  her p a tien t d evotion , 
that he had nob one regret fo r  the p ast, or  
one h op e  fo r  the fu tu re , w h ich  she d id  not 
fill.

A n d  so L iw re n e a  lin gered  on  in  tow n  
dread ing  to  m eet the  cer ta in ty  o f  a loss 
w h ich  he k n ew  m ust m ake hia w h o le  life  
desolate.

“  S hall w e tak e tick ets  fo r  the o o rce r t  
to -n ig h t inquired  C apta in  Y a te s  presently . 
51 S om e o f the fe llow s at m y  clu b  w ere  ta lk ­
ing  about S tella  yesberday, and th ey  say  she 
is a g lor iou s  creature . She w o n ’ b sing at 
th e  O pera, it  seem s, albhough Bhe has been 
offered sp len d id  engagem enbs, nob on ly  here, 
bub in P aris  and V ien n a . She slips q u ie tly  
a w ay d ire ct ly  a fter her last song  is over ; 
and n ot even  a p rin ce  o f the b lo o d  roy a l 
w ou ld  be  a llow ed  to  hand her to  her carriage, 
if he w en t on  his knees in bhe m ud to solicib 
the fa v o u r .”

“ Y o u  m ust have been v e r y  industrious to 
have acqu ired  a ll this in form ation  in such a

short t im e ,"  rem arked  L a w ren ce  carelessly.
“  W h y , the fellow a cou ld  ta lk  o f  noth ing  

elBe last n igh t. E v e ry th in g  is nam ed after 
her, th ey  say , from  a p o lk a  bo a m an-of- 
w a r .”

“  T h a t is a atep from  bhe sublim e bo bhe 
r id icu lou s ,’ answ ered L a w ren ce , w ith  a fa in t 
sm ile. “ B u t is she supposed  to  be so very  
handaom e, as w ell as a ccom p lish ed .”

“ I b e l ie v e a o l  She's  the love liest w om an 
in  tow n  I ’

“  I suppose she is m ak in g  a forbune fasb ,”  
“ T here 's  no doubb o f th a t ;  and whab’s 

m ore, Bhe m ighb m arry  any one she liked . 
T he D u k e o f L iu d e rd a le  w as afber her all 
laBt season, b u t  Bhe w o u ld n 't  bo m uch as 
look  ab him  : and her conducb  Ib so d ign ified  
and co ld , bhab ib ia supposed  she musb have 
an attachm ent som ew here.”

“ A  w om an is n ot ob lig ed  to have an 
attachm ent because she standa on her d ig ­
n ity , in  o rd er to  repel the advances o f  those 
coxcom bs w h o  flutter rou n d  the heels o f a 
ce leb rity , in the sam e w a y  that a m oth  flu t­
ters rou nd  a candle. Iu  such  a p u b lio  p o s i­
tion  as hera, she has need to be c a r e fu l ; and 
unless the D u k e of L iu d e rd a le  is very  m uch 
a ltered  to  w h at he w as five years ago, I 
should im agine that n o  w om an  w h o resp ect­
ed herself w ou ld  feel flattered  b y  his a tten ­
t io n .”

“ M ost  o f  the  g ir ls  w o u ld  be g lad  to  ca tch  
him  a n yh ow . '

“ M ore sham e to  them  1 ’ rep lied  L aw ren ce, 
in his d eep , grave  vo ice . A  g ir l w h o w ou ld  
sell herself fo r  bhe sake o f such sp lendid  
m isery , musb b e  w ithoub con science  and 
w ith o u t sh a m e.”

“ H ow  m any d o  i t i ”  C apta in  S ates  said.
‘ V ery  few  h iv e  m oral cou rage to  resist the 
tem p tation  o f  rank  and w ea lth .”

“ I  hope you  do our E n glish w om en  in ­
ju stice . I  th in k  y o u  m ust, oth erw ise  the 
D u ke o f L a uderda le  w ou ld  have been m arri­
ed lon g  a g o .”

“ H e ia qu ite  au excep tion  to th e  ru le .”
“ I  Bhould be aorry to  th ink  so. B at hero 

w e are a t the H a l l ; w ill  you  take the t ick ets , 
or  shall I  ?”

“  I  w il l ,”  C apta in  Y ates s a id ; and L a w ­
rence w a ited  ou ts id e  w h ilst ho w en t in. H e  
lo o k e d  at th e  p lan  o f the  H a ll, and secured  
good  seats ju st  op p osite  the p la t fo r m ; and 
then  they  stro lled  q u ie tly  a long O x ford  
S treet, n otin g  every th in g  th ey  passed , as 
men are w on t bo d o  w h o have been som e 
tim e absent from  th eir  n ative  cou n try . R e ­
turn in g , C aptain  Y a te s  w en t in to  his c lu b  ; 
L aw ren ce repa ired  to  his lod g in g .

I t  was strange h ow , all bhe rest of bhe day, 
L aw ren ce  dw elb  up on  bhe oom ing entertain - 
m enb— almosb as eagerly , in fa ct , as a s ch oo l­
b o y  go in g  oub tor  a h o lid a y . H e  co u ld  n o t  
a ccou n t fo r  th is fee lin g  in  any w a y , bub he 
was conscious o f  a certa in  e xp ec ta n cy  that 
k ep t him  reBtleaaly on  the  a lert. H e  had 
been rea d y  and w a itin g  a fu ll h ou r w hen  
C apta in  Y a tes  ca lled  fo r  h im  in  his cab , and 
th ey  w en t o ff  bogether. A ll  the first p a rt o f 
bhe con cert seem ed to  L iw re n co  “ flat, sta le , 
and u n profitab le  ; ”  b u t, v e ry  s tran gely , 
E lsie  waa in hia th ou gh ts  a ll th rou gh  ; and , 
therefore , he cou ld  n o t  fee l w eary .

I t  was on ly  b y  the c la p p in g  o f hands, 
and the passionate a p p rova l o f  the  audience, 
that he kn ew  Sbella had  appeared, and then  
his rev erie  w as su d d en ly  b rok en , and  he 
lo ok ed  up.

She waa corta in ly  v e ry  beau tl u l— than 
was his firat im pression  ; and then  he had an 
od d  in stin ct th a t he w as m eant to  reaogn'zB 
m ore in  her than this ; that stand ing there 
so ca lm , and gran d , and p a le , a queen in  her 
p rid e  and sp len dor, she w as near to  him  
th rou gh  Bome tender m em ory he co u ld  not 
trace,

A t  least, he k n ew  th a t Bhe waa like 
E lsie , b u t EiBie grow n  to m agnificent 
w om a n h ood , such as he had  never 
con ce ived  it possib le  fo r  his little  
p la y fe llo w  o f o lden  tim es to abbain. T he 
gracious prettinesB o f the girl m ust have been 
succeeded  b y  the m ost p e r fe ct  and e x tra ­
ord in a ry  deve lop m en t, if  thia w ere E lsie , 
w h o was d iffiden t over  her litt le  song in  a 
C aaterton d raw in g room , and y e t  sang so 
ca lm ly  and  sweebly in  fa ce  o f  a crow d .

A ssu red ly  ib cou ld  nob be E lsie . H e  was 
rev o lv in g  this question  in  his ow n  m in d , and 
a t each  pause in  his m ental argum ent he 
lo o k e d  up  at her fix e d ly , e ith er for  con firm a­
tion  or den ia l o f som e particu lar clause in 
his b ill  o f  o b je c tio n s . Som e m agnetic a t ­
tra ction  d rew  her g lance tow ard s his, and 
their eyes m et.

H e  saw  her su d d en ly  totber, and burn aa 
pale aa death . She lo ok ed  at h im  im p lo r ­
in g ly , w ith ou t, perhaps, k n ow in g  that she 
d id  so ; and her nervous fingers w en t to  her 
n eck , rou n d  w h ioh  she w ore  a p iece  o f  blaok  
v e lv e t, w ibh a t in y  lo ck e t  a ttached  th ereto .

H e  k n ew  this again , a n yh ow , and rem em ­
bered  h ow  he had g iven  it  to  her the d a y  he 
first le ft  hom e, ca llin g  her hia litble w ife , his 
ow n  E lsie , and b id d in g  her bo fa ith fu l to him  
un til he cam e again.

S tella  sang no m ore thab n ig h t. She was 
led  half fa in tin g  from  the p la tform  ; and by  
noon  the n ex t d ay  ib w as kn ow n  all o v e . 
tow n  th a t the  “  prev iou s  a ttachm ent ”  had 
turned up in tho shapo o f a tall sbrauger w ith  
a huge red  beard.

N ob that L a w ren ce ’s beard  was red , b u t  it 
m igh t have look ed  bo in  jealoua eyes, by  
lam p lig h t , as S te lla ’s d isd a in fu l hand op en ­
ed  the carriage-d oor fo r  him  to  en ter, and 
tak e a seat b y  her side. T h e  ancien t duenna, 
w ho accom p an ied  her everyw h ere , waa in 
her usual p ost, ao th a t there  cou ld  b e  noth in g  
to  say on  that c o u n t ; and S te lla , scoop ing  
fo rw a rd  hei rad ian t fa ce , seem ed to  cast 
aw ay her crow n  b eh ind  her, and becom e once 
m ore a w om an , tender, lov in g , and true.

“ I w i l l  never s in g to them  a ga in ,”  she 
said , s o f t l y ;  “ n e v e r— n ever I I  am  w eary  
o f ib a ll, and n ow  bhab libble M a ry  is gone

“  T ho p oor ch ild  is d ead , then V'
“  She has been  in heaven  a w h o le  year 

h o w ,”  rep lied  E lsie , s im ply , ju st  as she w ou ld  
have spok en  in bhe days gon e  b y  ; “  and her 
life  was so fu ll c f  suffering , p oor  d arlin g , that 
I  waa a lm oet g lad  to fee l th a t she was at ease, 
and h a p p y . I  w ork ed  fo r  her at f i r s t ; late 
ly  I  have w ork e d  because it  was d ifficu lt to  
sib still, crosa one ’a hands id ly , w h en  on e ’s 
thoughts w ere such hopeless com p a n ion s .”

“  W h a t  k e p t  y o u  sorrow fu l ?”  he  asked, 
un der hia breath .

H e co u ld  aee the h o t, eager flush th a tg reet- 
ed  this question .

“  I  had no one to ca re  fo r  m e.”
“  Y o u  never w rote  to  C ecilia ,”  he said , 

r e p r o a c h fu lly ; “  and y e t  she w as a friend  
w h om  y o u  m igh t have trusted  a lw a ys .”

“  I  kn ow  that ; b u t  L fa n c ied , som eh ow , 
that she w ou ld  n ot care fo r  m e n o w .”

“  W h y  n ot J”
She hesitated such a lon g  tim e, and  he 

waa ob liged  to  repeat his question  at laBt.
“  B ecause, y o u  see, m y  p os ition  waa so 

a ltered  ; and p eop le  lik e  C ecilia , w h o  live  
ou t o f the w or ld , from  ch o ice  and necessity  
b o th , generally  regard  n o to r ie ty  as a Bin. I  
w ou ld  nob have cla im ed  bhe ren ew al o f her 
frien d sh ip  under false prebences, and yeb I  
h a l  suoh a dread  o f a llow in g  her to  re- 
oogp izs  me under the nam e o f Sbella, thab I 
have refrained from  w rib ing ab a ll.”

“  M a y  I  ask whab in d u ced  y o u  to  ad op t 
th is disguiBe, Elaie ? Y o u  had nebbing to be 
asham ed o f, surely . Y oura  w a i an honeBt 
ca llin g , and C ecilia  w ou ld  have heard y o u  
as m uch  praised un der y o u r  new  nam e as 
you r o ld .”

Elaie’a voioe trem bled  wibh bhe j o y  of 
such sw eet approva l, as she rep lied , s o ft ly ,
“  Libble M ary  firab gave me the th ou gh t. 
She waa strangely p recoc iou s  and grave , and  
she w ou ld  m ake me open  the w in d ow s o f 
our little  a ttic to lo o k  at the stars ”

“ Y o u  lived  in an a ttio , then l Oh, E 's ie l” 
“ Ib waa a w ea ry  sbri’ gg le  ab first, L a w ­

rence ; how  cou ld  it  be o th erw ise?  Bub 
heaven was so g o o d — ao m erc ifu l— success 
cam e before  ib w as to o  l a t e ; and I  had  the 
com fort  o f k n ow in g  that m y d arlin g  w anted  
fo r  noth ing  ab bhe last, and w as n ever in ju r­
ed  rea lly , or even  k n ew  m uch  o f the  trials I 
had  gon e  th ro v g h .”

“ I  understand y o u , E lsie . Y o u  starved  
th a t she m igh t have p le n ty .”

“ 1  never said th a t.”
‘ Bub it w a s lik e  you . Y o u  alwaya w ou ld  

sacrifice you rse lf fo r  others, if y o u  c o u ld .”  
“ N a y , bub I  d :d  very  w ell. A n d  ib was 

b etter so, L aw ren ce. M y  head m i ;>ht have 
been turned  b y  all the adu lation  I  m et laber, 
if ib had nob been for  the  sad experiences 
thab p reced ed  ib. Aa it  w as, I  w as on ly  
th an k fu l, never elabed. Ib waa c o  jo y  bo 
m e bo hear a franbic audience shouting 
m y  n a m e ; bub it  w as a true and m ost 
fe rv en t pleasure to  rece iv e  the  rich  earn ­
ings w h ich  w ere to  g iv e  little  M a ry  the 
cou n try  hom e she had  longed  fo r  so 
often . H er hand was fu ll o f  violeta  w hen 
she d ied , and her last breath  passed so so ftly  
and ca m ly  throu gh  h ;r  lip3, that ib w ss lik e  
th e  s igh  of a w eary ch ild  sin k ing  to  Bleep.”  

E lsie  p iu sed  a m in ute , and her v o ico  was 
brok en  b v  agibation. T hen she ra llied , aud 
tried  to speak in a gayer tone.

“  P o o r  M rs. D erw ent is t ired , and I  see 
she has been dozing this lasb ha lf-hour. She 
gen era lly  nods a ll the w a y  h om e .”

“  D o y o u  live  far ou t o f  tow n  ?”
“  N o t  now . W h e n  litt le  M a ry  w as d ead ,

I  cam e b a ck . I t  was m ore con ven ien t; and, 
besides, I  m issed her h ou rly  there. I  have 
a house at N o ttin g  H ill, w h ere  it  is q u ie t ; 
and , as this ia the last con cert o f  the  season, 
and  I  have refused  all engagem ents fo r  the 
p rov in ces , shall be q u ite  free  again , 
a n d  ”

“ I  k n ow  Vihai y o u  w ere go in g  to  say, 
E ls ie .”

“  W e ll, w h ab?”
“  Y ou  w ou ld  g o  d ow n  to  C aaterton , and 

p u t C ecilia ’s fr iendsh ip  to the p r o o f .”
“  I  have a strong inclination  to do so, a fter 

whab y o u  have bold m e .”
“  I  musb go  there to -m orrow  m yself, and 

you  w ill a llow  me to tell them  that y o u  are 
com ing . M y  m other w ill be on ly  too  g lad  
bo receive  you  ; and I 'l l  answ er fo r  ib C ecilia  
show s aa m uch con cern  a3 y ou  co u ld  require. 
She has alwaya apoken bo a ffection ate ly  o f 
you  in all har letbers ; and 1  k n ow  there  ia 
noth ing  in you r profession , E lsie , so n ob ly  
as you  have com ported  you rse lf, w h ich  cou ld  
a lter her feelings tow a rd  you . I  h op e  1  
have said  enough n ow  to in d u ce  you  to com e, 
fo r  it  w ill be a h o lid a y  in  C aaterton when 
they g e t  you  there once  m o re .”

“ I f  y o u  cou ld  te ll h ow  I  longed  to  g o  ”
T h e  carriage  stopped  ab this m inube, and 

M r 3. D arw ent w ok e up su d d en ly , and began 
to rub her eyes ,a n d  a lso h e rch illy fln g e r -tip a , 
protea ting  th a t she w as a lm ost frozen  to 
death .

“  W h a t  train shall y o u  com e b y  to -m or- 
row  ? ’ L aw rence said , s o ft ly , aa he helped  
E ls ie  out.

“  I  see y o u  m ean to k eep  m e to  the  p o in t ,”  
rep lied  ElBie, sm iling. “  W o n ’b you  oom e 
in ? ”

“  N o t  to  n ig h t.”
M rs. D arw ent had paaaed on in  fronb, and 

L aw ren ce  sbooped his lipa bo E lsie 's  hand  as 
it  la y  q u ie tly  in his.

“  I t  haa been w eary w ork  w a itin g  a ll bheae 
yeara, lon g in g  a lw ays fo r  a sighb o f you r 
fa ce ,”  he sighed ; “  and  th e  p a rtin g  w as 
cruel ; bub w e have meb ab lasb, and I  pray  
heaven  th a t w e m ay never be  separated  
again I”

In  her heart, E lsie  ech oed  his p ra yer  fe r ­
ven tly  ; and , lon g  a fter he waa gon e, Bhe 
seem ed to hear his ten d er, deep  v o ice  m ur­
m uring those sw eet w ord s  w h ich  gave a now  
hop e  to  her life.

C ecilia  was ov e r jo w e d  w h en  she fou n d  
that E lsie  w as com in g am on gst th em  again. 
S tella ’s fam e had reaohed  Bven the C aaterton 
w o r ld ; and they  w ere  a ll eager and restless 
w ibh excibem ent w h en  L iw re n c e  tau ght 
them  to idenbify  her w ith  the b righ t, gen tle  
g ir l w h om  they  had kn ow n  so w ell in d ays 
o f yore . M iss M erridew  w enb aboub 
w h ispering  scandal, as was her w onb, and 
d ecla rin g  that she knew  all k inda o f th ings 
fo r  certa in , “ re liab le  a u th o r ity ,”  and all 
th a t k in d  o f th in g ; b u t Bhe had  ca lled  “ W o lf, 
w o lf I”  so o ften , that p eop le  listened  to her 
c r y  no longer, and her m alignant gossip  m et 
w ith  the  u tter cotem pb it  deserved .

E xecra ted  b y  a ll, she liv e d  a lon e ly  life  
enough  ; and d ied , as such w om en  deserve 
to  d ie , n eg lected  and a lone. I t  seem ed lik e  a 
dream , too  brigh t to  be true, w h en  E laie, 
a ligh ting  from  the carriage ab C ecilia ’a d oor , 
fou n d  heraelf in her frien d 's  arm s, C ecilia  
k ies8d and sco ld ed , and sco ld ed  and kiased, 
w h ils t  S tephen  L ane look ed  on , shrugging  
his shoulders, and laughing.

T here  was a h a p p y  little  reunion  that even ­
in g  in C ecilia 's  d raw ing-room . D r. and M rs. 
M aberly  and L aw ren ce cam e ea rly , and the 
hon ours o f  the  even ing  w ere d iv id ed  betw een  
S tella  and C issy, C ecilia ’s o n ly  ch ild , a b e a u ­
tifu l litble creature o f bhree years o ld , w hom  
gran dpa  and grandm am m a ev id e n tly  d id  
bheir best to  spoil.

E lsie  sang to them , and was a thousand 
tim es happier in  th eir  a p p rova l than she had 
been in the passionate adm iration  o f  crow da. 
B a t  bhe pleasanb hours passed sw iftly . Libble 
C issy had closed  her b lue  eyes in  sweeb 
slum ber a lon g  w h ile , w h en  D r . M a b erly , 
g lan cin g  at the c lo ck , p reten d ed  to be fr ig h t ­
ened at the  lateness o f the  hou r, and hurried  
the  others aw ay.

Ib had been p rev iou sly  settled  that E lsie  
w as to  stay  the  first w eek  wibh bhe o ld  p e o ­
ple ; and , therefore , she foun d  herself p r e ­
sen tly  in tne  q u iet v illa ge  street, lean ing on  
L aw ren ce ’s s trong arm , and w a lk ing  aoberly 
in  the w ak e o f the elders. H o w  v iv id ly  all

the p a B t  cam e b ack  to  her then  I As they  
passed under the grea t elm , w h ich  still 
th rew  a broad  sh adow  over the  house w here 
her ch ild iah  d a y 8 had  been passed, she ft.lt 
op p ressed , a lm ost to  pain , b y  the  eager tide 
o f  rem in iscences th a t sw ep t over her. Onoe 
m ore she was a h a p p y , thoughtless girl, r ich  
in  bleBsings, ign orant o f  th e  great w or ld  
in w h ich  she w ou ld  soon  have to bear 
her parb, and  fa ibbfu l even  then , as n ow , to  
the  p a tien t hope w h ich  had k ep t her brave 
th rou gh  e v e r y  tria l. W h e n  th ey  got Into 
the h o m e , D -. and M rs. M aberly  w en t 
Btraight upsta irs, and , w hen  E lsie w ou ld  
have fo llo w e d , she fou n d  L aw ren ce barring 
ber path . H e s toop ed  his eager eyes to her 
fa ce , and said , B oftly, un der his breath ,
‘ O n ce, w h en  you  w ere  standing ju st  w here 
you  sband n ow , I  asked you  a question , E M e , 
and  y o u  answ ered  m e nay. 1  have no p ro- 
p i r  p rid e , I  dare say , fo r  I ’ve a m ind to  try  
m y  lu ck  a second  tim e, and  see if I  can  get 
a d ifferent r e p ly .”

H e  paused, and she b u n g  her head, flush­
ed and trem ulous.

“  C an ’t y o u  guess th a t I  am  go in g  to 
ask y o u  to  be m y w ife  I”

H e r  head fe ll bo m uch low or, that it  resbed 
on L a w ren ce ’s breast, and, from  this shelter, 
ahe lo ok ed  up  at him  tenderly .

“  Daar L iw r e n c e ,”  she m urm ured, “ you  
k n ow  that be fore , w hen  I  fo rco d  m y lipa to 
say ‘ N o , ’ m y  heart was say in g  ‘ Y e s ’ all 
the w h ile . ’

“  M y  d ove , m y  d e a r !"  he  said , h o ld in g  
her against h im , w ith  a long , passionate 
strain. “ T h e  S im oon  sails on  the 5 ih  o f 
n ex t  m onth  ; w ill you  be rea d y  ?"

“  W h erev er  you  g o , I  w ill g o . "  
“ C h e e r fu l ly ? ’
“ T h a n k fu lly , L aw ren ce. B u t y o u  muat 

rem em ber that S tella  ia n ot such a p oor  b rid e  
as E 's ie  w ou ld  have b e e n .”

“  I  d o n ’ b wanb to k n ow  a nyth in g  about 
th a t, E 's ie .”

“  O n ly  that i t  ou gh t n ot to  be necessary 
fo r  y o u  to  g o  back , un der these c ir c u m ­
stan ces.”

“  D o you  think I  w ou ld  let m y  w ife  k eep  
m e all the  w h ile  I  had  strength  to  w o rk , 
E ls ie  ? H o ld  y o u r  m on ey , and on ly  g ive  me 
you r dear Belf ; and w h en  the five years are 
ended  bhat I  have still to  servo fo r  m y p e n ­
sion , w e w ill return  hom e, and e n jo y  the 
noon  o f ou r life  and the sober even-bide in 
tho v illa ge  w h ere w e  w ere b oth  b o m . A fte r  
a ll, w e  are the w iser fo r  h a v in g  had  to  w a it 
fo r  our happiness, E lsie. Y o u  w ere b u t a 
ch ild  w h en  I  first w ooed y o u , and bhough 
yo u r  love  w as very  p reciou s even  bhen, ib is 
in fin ite ly  m ore preciou s  now . T he fa ith  that 
has endu red  throu gh  theBe yearB w ill endure 
to  the end  ; w e  can  truat eaoh oth er b etter ; 
our lov e  is fu ller, d eep er, te n d e r e r ; and, 
lo o k in g  b a ck , I  can  say  firm ly  w hat I  never 
th ou g h t i o  say , th a t yo u r  m oth er, in  d y in g , 
had suoh wiBdom as our im patient y ou th  
cou ld  n ot un derstand , w hen  she spared little  
M a ry  fo r  a w h ile  aa ‘  E lsie 's  B irth d a y
G ifb . ’  ”

[ t o e  e n d .J

A  C u r io u s  S e a r c h .
A n  A lla h a b a d  paper recenbly reotived  d e ­

scribes a cu rious search  fo r  breasure believed  
to  be  b uried  in  the A lfo rd  park  in  that tow n. 
Ib seem s that som e years ago be fore  the 
m ubiny bhe then  P rim e M in ister ot the K in g  
of D alhi resigned  hia a ppoin tm ent and 
b rou g h t hia fa m ily  and  w o r ld ly  possessions 
to  A lla h a b a d , w h ere  he b u ilt  a large  house 
and an u n d ergrou n d  ch am ber to  k eep  his 
jaw els  and  treasure. T h is  la tter ia said  to 
ca v e  in clu d ed  a lak h  o f g o ld  m ch u rs, o f  the 
k in d  n ow  now  va lued  at 28 rupees each. 
S h ortly  be fore  the  m utin y  he d ied , and , 
du rin g  the d iaturbance, hia fa m ily  flod , c o v ­
erin g  up  the ch am ber aB beBt th ey  cou ld . 
W h en  order w as restored  a line o f  barraoks 
was con stru cted  b y  o rd er o f  L o rd  C anning 
on  bhe sibe o f  the v illa ge  in  w h ich  the ex- 
P rem ier ’s house was b u ilt, aud bhe exiatenoe 
o f th e  un dergrou nd  ch am ber was forgotten  
b y  all ex cep t  som e rela tives w h o , on try in g  
to reach  it  on  one occasion  w ere ao stung b y  
hornets  w h om  th ey  had d istu rbed  th a t it  
w as tak en  as a Bign that it  was G o d ’s w ill 
that the treasure sh ou ld  be reserved  for  a 
fu tu re  generation , In  cou rse  o f  tim e the 
barracks w ere also aboliahed , and the present 
p i r k  la id  out. R e ce n tly  bhe existen ce  o f bhe 
breasure was broughb to  the atten tion  of 
C apta in  H am ilbon, an o ld  residenb o f A lla ­
habad , w h o  had h elped  bo prepare  bhe sibe 
fo r  tho barrack s. H e  ob ta ined  as m uch in ­
form a tion  as cou ld  be gob from  the exiating 
rela tives, and ob ta in ed  from  the co llector  
perm ission  to d ig  and a p o lice  escort. On 
M a y  22 abou t, 60 coolies  w ere set to  w ork , 
and th ey  soon  cam e up on  som e m asonry, 
b u t u n fortu n a te ly  a y o u n g  cob ra  was u n ­
earthed  ju st  then , and the m en refu sed  to 
w o rk  any m ore, b e liev in g  that the treasure 
w as gu ard ed  b y  cob ra s , and  th a t it  was an 
act ot sacrilege  to d ig  fo r  ib. T h e  excava- 
bions, h ow ever, had  been recom m en ced  and 
w ere in progress w hen  th$ m ail left.

l ’ E B S O F A L S .

M rs. H u m p h re y  W a r d  haa juat been  
o ffered  $5000 for  a s tory  o f  30 ,000 w ords.

T h e  w ritin g s  o f  Z o la , R oceaoio  and 
R ab ela is  have been suppressed in  E ngland .

W . M . R o se tt i has in press in L o n d o n  a 
vo lu m e o f rem in iscences o f hiB bro th er , D ante 
G a b rie l R ose tti.

A n  in terestin g  unpublished  m an uscrip t 
b y  L in co ln  w ill be  g iv en  to  the puDlic in  the 
S eptem ber C en tu ry .

W h en  w a lk in g  ou t, the  E m preaB of R ussia  
a lw a ys  carries a la rge  fan , w ith  w h ich  to 
screen  her fa ce  from  those  w ho stare  ru d e ly  
a t her.

Jam es R ussell L iw e l l  has w ritten  a sym ­
p a th etic  in tro d u ctio n  to  a new  and b ea u ti­
fu l ed ition  o f the “  C om p le te  A n g le r ,”  to  
be p u b lish ed  b y  L itble, B row n  & C o ., B os­
to n .

T he w ell kno vn  essayist, P h ilip  G ilberb 
H a m erton , has ju s t  lo s t  h is son , R ich a rd  
E iw a r d  H a m erton , w h o  d ied  very  sud ­
d en ly  in P aris, w h ere he  h eld  the ch air o f 
E ogtish  literabure la  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
F ran co .

F lo re m e N 'g h t in g a le is  n ow  nearly  70 years 
o f  age, and a lth ough  she has been an in va lid  
fo r  a long t im e, she has n ever a llo w e d  her 
interesb in  e very  g o o d  w ork  to d roop  or 
w ither.

E npress F red erick  receives £-40,000 a year 
from  the G erm an governm ent. T he fortun e 
le ft  to  ber by the D uchess of G  a l l ie n  brings 
her in £ 12,000  a yea r , and she has a life  
in terest in  the  tru st estate o f  her husband, 
In  all she has e b o u t £ ] 0 :00() a year,

C ard in al N ew ttU fi, w h o  Is n o w  in his 89bh 
y e a r , is haun ted  b y  a dread  o f losin g  his 
sighb. In  a reoent le tte r  from  G arm any, 
w here he is n ow  so jou rn in g , he  a lludes in 
p a th etic  ta r n s  to  th is  fear. H is  greateab 
con cern  ia that he w ou ld  a fte r  Bucha loas be 
unable to offic ia te  any longer ab the  sacrifice 
o f  mass, w h ich  is n ow  his o n ly  con so la tion , 
exoepb the re co lle ct ion  o f a usefu l and w ell- 
apenb life .

H a rva rd  U n ivers ity  recen tly  con ferred  on 
D r. O liver W en d ell H olm es the dogree  o f  A . 
M . I t  lon g  ago con ferred  on him  the degree 
o f  L L .D . T he unprecedented  course o f  co n ­
ferrin g  the low er degree  la ter w as, w e  u n d er­
stand , d ue to  a suggestion  o f his o w n , in 
con sequence o f a desire on the  part o f  the 
facu lties  to  bestow  on him  e very  hon or. H e 
suggested  thab his record  seem ed com p lete  
w ith  that e xcep tion , and signed  his nobe, “  I  
A .M . y o u r f , eb c."

“ T he W o m a n ’s Journ al ”  m ention s a 
you n g  artiBt o f B oston , Mias C aroline K ia g , 
w h o  was earn ing a fa ir  in com e, bub was 
anxious to  m ake enou gh  in  a d d ition  to  en ­
able her to  v isit Paria in the  intereab o f her 
arb studieB. A  N ew  Y o r k  firm  m ade a c o n ­
tract w ith  her for  a series o f  designs rep re ­
senting thevariouB  industries o f  w om en , and 
Mias K in g  rece ived  an ord er fo r  three hun- 
drad dolla rs , w hioh w ou ld  enable her to  m ake 
the P aris  trip  ; b u t be in g  in form ed  bhat bhey 
ware bo be used bo d ecora te  c igarette  p a c k ­
ages, M iss K in g  fe lt  that Bhe cou ld  n ot c o n ­
scien tiou sly  furn ish  them . She gave up  the 
three h u n d red -d o lla r o rd er and w ith  it  her 
E uropean  trip .

T h e  P rin ce  o f W ales ’ hom e farm s at S an d­
ringham  now  ex ten d  over  2 ,000 acres. T here 
is the H a ll d a iry  farm , on w h ich  are very  
fine herds o f J ersey  and K e r ry  ca ttle , and a 
Bmall flock  o f  S ou thdow ns. T h e  W o lfe r to n  
and B ib in g le y  farm s have bhe herd  o f S h o rt ­
horns, the breeding flock  o f S ou th d ow n s, and 
the studs o f hack n eys and S hire horBes, T he 
A p p leton  H a ll fa rm , w h ich  waa fo rm erly  
tenanted  b y  the authoress o f  “ E ighteen  
YearB on the Sandringham  E sta te ,”  is g iven  
over to  less ch o ice  s to ck , i. e ., store ca ttle  
and sheep. H . R . H . haa nearly  one m in dred  
hackn eys at W o lfe r to n , and a bou t seven ty  
Shire breds, and th ere  w ill be a b ienn ia l 
sale from  these Btuds, che first o f w h ich  is to  
be held  n ex t  sum m er. T h ere  are ten  b ro o d  
m ares in the th orou gh b red  stud. S an d rin g ­
ham  P ark  conta ins a very  curloua h erd  of 
w ild , w h ite  hornod  oa ttle , w h ich  doaoend 
from  Bome anim als th a t w ere  sent to  the 
P rinoe from  H u n ga ry  b y  C ou n t F astetics.

S t a y  in  t h e  W e t .
G . F . S ym ons, an em in ent E n glish  m e­

te o ro log is t, in a recen t scien tific  paper on 
the  phenom ena o f thunderatorm s argued 
thab inatead of ru nn ing to  the nearest ahel- 
ter to  escape w e ttin g  du rin g  a show er, peo 
p ie  should  a llow  them selves to  be drenohed 
w ith  rain , because if th orou gh ly  w e t It 
w ou ld  be  im possib le  fo r  ligh tn in g  to k ill 
them . B u t h ow  a bou t d eath -co ld s  that 
m ig h t thus b e  ca u gh t, and  all th a t sort o f 
th in g  ? I t  ia true that the  average m an in  a 
thun deatorm  d oesn 't  w a n t to  be struck  b y  
ligh tn in g , b u t  ib is also nabural fo r  h im  to  
eacape a w ettin g  if he can  d o  so w ithoub 
expoa ing  h im self to  e le ctr ica l dan ger—  
[P h ila d e lp h ia  R e co rd .

Sm all b o y —P a , w h at is h y p o c r is y ?  
F ath er (speak ing from  exp er ien ce ,— H y ­
p o cr isy , m y  son, is shak ing hands oord ia lly  
w ith  y o u r  n e igh b or, and th en , w h en  his 
b ack  is turn ed, k ick in g  hio d og  savagely.

“ See here , M r . G ro ce r ,”  said  a H a rtfo rd  
h o u se w ife , “ if you  are go in g  to  b ring  me 
an y  m ore good s  I  w a n t them  to b e  the very  
beBb,”  ‘ ‘ W e  k eep  none b u t the  b e st .”  “ I  
p resum e so ; y ou  m ust se ll the  w o rst  in o rd er 
to  k eep  the b e s t .”

“ P a t , is th a t  tru e  that I  h e a r ? ”  “ A n ’ 
w h a t ’ s thab, y er  h o n o r? ”  “ Thab you  are 
g o in g  to  m a rry  a ga in .”  “ T h a t ’s ao, yer 
h o n o r .”  “ B u t  y o u r  first w ife  has on ly  been 
d ea d  a w e e k .”  “ Shure sh e ’s as, dead  now  
as e v e r  she w ill b e , y er  h o n o r .”

T h e  cleanest and m ost p erfectly -poliahed , 
h a rd  w ood floors have no w a ter UBed on bhem 
T h e y  are s im p ly  ru bbed  every  m orn ing  wibh 
a la rg e  flannel cloth  w h ich  is occasiona lly  
d ip p e d  lu pareffin -o il. T he floor ia rubbed  
w ith  th e  grain  o f the  w o o d , n ot across it. 
Th is  iB bebter than w axin g.

A b o u t  A n n e x a t io n .

T h ore  can  be libtle o r  no  doubb aboub itB 
being  a fa c t  bhab bhe tren d  o f p u b lic  op in ion  
ln C anada ia increaaing againab a nyth in g  like  
annexation  to  the S ta tes. F or  a w h ile  ib 
was d ifferent. A  greab m any quibe th oughtfu l 
people w h ile  n o t  pa rticu lar ly  deairoua of such 
a resu lt them selves, th ought th a t aoonor or 
la ter the th ing waa in ev ita b le ,th at the greater 
b o d y  w ou ld  assuredly in the socia l aa in the 
natural w or ld  atbracb bhe sm aller, and  th ey  
w ere there fore  recon cilin g  them selves to 
w h at th ey  th ou gh t co u ld  n ot be a v o id ­
ed  and w ere try in g  to  m ake the m ost 
and the bssb o f it. T h is  fee ling  has o f  late 
been stea d iiy  and surely  d y in g  ou t. Thab 
w h ich  is icing its  p 'a c e  ia n o t  e x a c t ly  one 
o f a lienati a, b u t It is one o f resolute reco il 
from  an y  nearer or closer con n ection  w ibh 
bhe n e ig h b orin g  R e p u b lic , bhan whab haa 
been all a lone. E ven  bhe w iah fo r  u n re ­
s tr ic ted  re c ip ro c ity , or a n yth in g  lik e  it , has 
to  a large  extenb d isappeared  or is fasb g o ­
ing. T ho labe a ll bub insufferable insolence 
and sw agger, b oth  o f  the  Y a n k e e  G o v e rn ­
m ent and p eop le , is w ork in g  its w ay  am ong 
the C anadian p eop le  and  is m ik in g  m any 
w ho used to  be rather fo r  ad vocatin g  
Y a n k e e  con n ection  asham ed to  th ink  they  
cou ld  ever have th ou gh t o f  such  a th in g . 
N ob snuch is be in g  said , bub a g ood  deal is 
evidenbly be in g  d on e  in  the  w a y  o f th in k ­
in g , and the cu rren t con clusion  reached  is 
thab C »n ad a  i 8 neibher fo r  sale nor cap ture  ; 
bhat C anadians are go in g  bo p id d le  bheir 
ow n  canoe and bhab fo r  C anada to p u t itse lf 
in  the p ow er o f its neighbors b y  ensnaring 
alliances e itn er io  the  w a y  o f re c ip ro c ity  or 
sam eness o f  tariff w ou ld  be a step as foolish  
and su icid a l aa co u ld  w ell b e  im agined . O ur 
neighbours are n ever tired  o f to llin g  C an­
adians whab a p o o r  begg ar ly  counbry th ey  
have and h ow  en tire ly  io is d ep en d en t upon 
the g o o d  w ill and forbearance o f the 
w on d erfu l p eop le  to  the south . A h , w e l l ! 
S o  b e  it . L e t  bhem g o  their w a y  and C an ­
ada w ill go  hers, determ in ed  as she ia t 
w o rk  o u t  her o w n  d estin y , and w ell pieaaed 
w ith  her co u n try  and its b e lon g in g s, w h a t­
ever others m ay th ink  or say. T he States 
can  no d o u b t do w ithoub C anada, and  C an ­
ada can pleasanbly reburn th e  co m p li­
m ent, as she aaya, w ith  y o u  if p oss ib le , 
bu t w ith o u t  you  if  necessary.

B ou n d  to  fe tch  'e m .— M ias N ew -C om er— ■ 
D ear m e 1 W e  w ant to  take the  b o a t  for  
M a y v ille  and w e have fo rg o tte n  ou r tick e ts . 
M iss S k in n e r - O h , n ever m in d , w e  w ill rush 
up  at the laBt minube and cry  ; th e y  w ill 
1st us through .


