
A G R I C U L T U R A L ,

T h s  F l a x  P o l l y .

A n  im m ense am ou nt o f  ro t  is  b e in g  pub 
liah ed  b y  new spapers as to  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  
the farm ers b e o o m 'n g  rioh  b y  raising 
flax . M r. E lg a r  L  W ak era an , fo r  instanoe, 
w r it in g  from  B elfast, Ire la n d , te lls  the 
A m erican  farm ers th a t th e y  ou g h t to raise 
" 1 ,000,000 acre* o f  f l ix ,  w h ioh  w o u ld  
p rod u ce  15,000 OHO bushels  o f  seed  and 
2  500,000 tons o i f l i x  straw  w o rth  $50,000,- 
000, and  from  th is 500 ,000  ton s  o f flax fibre 
w o u ld  be  ob ta in ed , w orth  S 100 ,003 ,000," 

T h is  k in d  o f nonsense is tak en  u p  b y  the 
new spapers and  th ere  is grea t surprise  that 
th e  farm er does n o t  a t onoe rush in to  this 
lu ora tive  business. E v e ry  fa rm er, h o w ­
ev e r , k n ow s that he  muBt sow  flax either 
fo r  th e  fibre  or th e  seed ; if  fo r  the  seed  be  
m ust sow  it t h i n ; if  fo r  the  fibre  b e  m ust 
a ow  it  th ick . W h e n  Bown fo r  seed fifteen  
bushels is a b ig  crop . S ix teen , seventeen 
o r  e igh teen  bushels is a rare c r o p , w h ile  
the  average is n o t  above ten . A n d  y e t , 
a c co rd in g  to  the  rom anoer, the  farm ers are 
■expected to  ob ta in  fi fty  per cen t, m ore than 
an average cr o p , and  in a d d ition  to th is the 
enorm ou s y ie ld  o f  tw o  and one-h alf tons of 
s traw  to the acre , w orth  $20 per ton . W e  
assure M r. W ak e  man th a t he can purchase 
a ll the straw  he w ants fo r  less than |5 a ton, 
d e liv ered  at the nearest ra ilroad  d ep ot.

I f  flax is sow n  fo r  the  fibre a seed crop  
can n ot be e x p ected , b u t if the fibre ia to be 
w o rth  $20  a ton  it  m ust b e  p u lled  b y  hand, 
and  ro tted . E v e ry  m an o f senae k now s 
th is  is n ot p ra ctica b le . F lax  ou ltu re , fo r  
the  sake o f  the  fibre, is a success in  a few  
cou nties  in  th e  n orth  o f  Ire la n d , and  no 
w h ere  else th a t w e  k n ow  o f. W e  w ere im  
pressed  w h en  a m ere b o y , and  w e  th in k  o f 
i t  every  tim e w e  read  this traBh, w ith  the  
w on d erfu l d ifference b etw een  tw o  Bamples 
o f  flax , one p repared  b y  ou r Ir ish  g ran d ­
m oth er w ith in  a few  m iles  o f  B e lfa st, and 
th e  oth er  b y  our A m erican  gran dm other 
w ith in  th irty  mileB o f P ittsb u rg . W ith  a 
clim ate  n ever h o t , r e v e r  co ld , n ever d ry , 
and  hence g row in g  a fibre o f  ex tra ord in a ry  
firm ness and stren gth , w ith  la bor in a bu n d ­
a nce at a sh illing  a d a y , to  p u ll flax by  
hand and r o i  it  in ponds and spread it  ou t 
o n  the  grass, and thus prepare  it  fo r  the 
spin dle  and the loom , f l i x  fibre cu ltu re  is a 
success in  Ire la n d . I t  is a d ism al fa ilu re 
in A m erica . I f  there  w ere a h ea vy  tariff 
on  ju te  bu tts  and  a p en iten tia ry  op en  fo r  
the  m anufacturer w h o  w ou ld  fo rm  a trust 
on  m an ufactured  flax , there  w ou ld  be  a 
m ark et at p ro b a b ly  $5 per to n  fo r  the 
ooarse  straw  fro m  flax raised fo r  th e  seed , 
and  in  that case th ere  w o u ld  b e  a fa ir  
p ro fit  in flax grow in g . U n d er present c o n ­
d ition s  there  is no  m on ey  in  th e  cro p  excep t 
on  new  brea k in g , or som e oth er  specia lly  
fa v o ra b le  circum stances. W e  have tried  
it , and have ra ised  as h igh  as s ix teen  buBh 
els p e r  acre , b u t w e  n ever exp eot  to  sow  it 
again . I t  is an e x ceed in g ly  hazardous orop  
w h en  ra ised  fo r  seed , is  v e r y  h a rd  on  the 
lan d  and  dam agin g to  th e  n ex t  orop .

R easons W h y  B l in k e r s  H a r m  I n s t e a d  of 
B e n e f it  H o r se s .

W h e n  a horse ia nBed fo r  the sadd le  no 
one th inks o f  m ed d lin g  w ith  his e y 6s , and 
w e  a llow  the anim al to use them  fre e ly , as 
nature has d irected . B a t no sooner do eve 
p u t  the sam e anim al into the harness than  
w e  th ink  ourselves b ou n d  to  fasten  a blaok  
leather flap over eaoh o f hiB eyes , so as to 
p rev en t h im  fro m  seeing ob jeota  at hia sides, 
an d  to  lim it  h is v ie w  to  thoBe w h ich  are in 
h is im m edia te  fron t. T h is  is don e  w ith  the 
v e ry  b est in ten tion s, th e  o b je c t  b e in g  to 
save  h im  from  b e in g  frigh con ed  b y  start­
lin g  and  u n w on ted  slghta , and  o n ly  to 
leave a su fficiency  o f  v is ion  w h erew ith  to 
gu ide  hia step . H ere in , as in feed in g  
and s ta b lin g  the horse, m an ju d g e s  the  
anim al b y  h im self, fo rg e tt in g , o r  rather 
havin g  fa iled  to  n o tice , th a t the eyes 
o f  the horae are e xceed in g ly  u n lik e  ou r  ow n . 
O u r eyee are Bet in  the fro n t  o f  our heads 
ao th a t if  b lin k ers  w ere  fastened  to  our 
tem p les  ou r range o f  v is ion  w ou ld  be  but 
s lig h tly  lim ited . B us th e  eyes o f  the  ‘ horse 
are p laced  on  the  sides ot the  head , and  are 
ra ther p rom in en t, so th a t the anim al can 
n o t  o n ly  see on  e ith er s id e , b u t  b y  ro llin g  
his eyeB b ack w a rd s , as w e  Bee in a v ic iou s 
horse , can  see o b jec ts  alm oat in bia im m ed i­
a te  rear. T h e  e ffect o f  the b lin k er iB b oth  
m en ta lly  and p h y sica lly  in jurious to  the 
horse. In  the firat p laoe, esp ec ia lly  w hen  
large and  b rou g h t near the  eyeB, it  has the 
e ffect o f  heating them  and h in d erin g  the 
fre e  passage o f a ir over  them . In  the  n ex t 
p lace , it causes the eyes to  be  a lw a ys  d i ­
rected  fo rw a rd , and thus produnes a m oat 
in ju riou s  strain  on  th e  d elioa te  m uscles. 
W e  k n ow  h ow  a pa in fu l sensation  is fe lt  
w h en  w e  are o b lig ed  to  strain  ou r eyes 
e ith er b ack w a rd  or  up w ard  fo r  any length  
o f  tim e, and  th e  h orse  Buffers n o  less in co n ­
ven ien ce  w hen it  is fo rce d  to  k eep  its  eyes 
con tin u a llj strained  fo rw ard .

T h e  w orst exam ples of tho  b lin k er  that I  
h ave ever Been w ere  in  th e  U n ited  S tates, 
where th e  b lin k ers (or “ b lin d ers”  as th ey  are 
there named) are o ften  b rou g h t so  c lo se ly  to ­
gether in  fro n t  b y  m eans o f  a strap  and 
buckle that a mere n a rrow  s tr ip , bare ly  half 
an inch  in  w id th , iB le ft  fo r  vis ion . T h is  again 
is done w ith  the b est intentionB , the o b je c t  
be in g  to  save the  anim al from  b e in g  afflicted 
w ith  snow -b lindness. N o w  the h orse ’s eyes 
are in m any respects d ifferent from  ou r ’s, and 
are n ot a ffected , as in the case w ith ou rs, b y  
the  vast expanses o f  dazzling snow  w h ich  are 
ren dered  even  m ore dazfcting b y  the clear 
a tm osphere and b rillia n t su nsh ineof A m erica . 
One o f its  safeguards lies in the rem ark ab le  
stru ctu re  w h ich  is p o p u la rly  term ed  the 
“ h a w ,”  and scien tifica lly  the “ n ictita tin g  
m em bran e.”  T h is  is a sort o f  th ird  e ye lid  
set beneath  th e  true eye lid s , and  capable  of 
b ein g  d raw n  at w ill over  the  eyeb a ll, thua 
perform in g  the d ou b le  d u ty  o f sh ie ld ing  th e  
e y e  from  the d ire ct  g lare o f  ligh t  and  c lea r­
ing  its surface  from  d u st or a n y  oth er fo re ign  
substance. T h e  m em brane is seen in  p e r fe c ­
t ion  in  th e  birds o f  p re y , so that the p ro v e r ­
b ia l s ta tem en t that the  eagle  trains itse lf t o '  
g a z e  at the m id d a y  sun has Eome fou n da tion  
in  fa c t .

D r  H a m m on d ’s ga u rd ed  end orsem en t o f 
B ro w n -S e q u a rd ’s e lix ir  o f  life  has y e t  had 
no ap p reciab le  e ffect u p on  th e  p r ice  o f 
coffins. U n d erta k ers  are ch eerfu l fo lk s, 
aud  w ill h o ld  u p  p rices  to  the  v e r y  last 
m om en t.

W illia m  M o o n e y , o f  W e s t  P ik e , P o tte r  
C ou n ty , P a ., has a p ecu liar head o f hair. 
W h e n  a storm  approaches e very  hair Btands 
ou t straight, and ad he wears hia ha ir very  
lon g  he is q u ite  a r id icu lou s  Bight. O n that 
a ccou n t he never leaves the  house w h en  it  
is c lo u d y .

M A K I N G  A  P O R T R A I T .

Pictures “ Painted from Life1 Are Nat Al­
ways What the Purchaser Thinks He 

Pays For.
“ H o w  lon g  d oes it  tak e y o u  to  pa in t an 

o il p ortra it  V
T h e  q u estion  waa addressed  to  a w ell- 

k n ow n  artist in  h is s tu d io  th e  o th e r  d a y  b y  
a p rosp ectiv e  cu stom er in  hearing  o f  a 
“ T im e s"  rep orter.

“ T hat d ep en d s  on  the s ize , s ty le , a n d , o f 
cou rse , th e  p rice  o f  the p ic tu re ,”  w as the 
answ er.

“ A  head  and  b u s t  life -s ize , fo r  instance ?”
“ I  can  le t y o u  have it  in  a bou t a m on th  or 

five  w eek s  from  the tim e I  rece iv e  the  co m ­
m iss ion .”

“ H o w  m any sittings w ill y o u  re q u ire ? ’’ 
“ A b o u t  tw e n ty , if I  p a in t en tire ly  from  

l i fe .”
T b e  p ro sp e ctiv e  cu stom er's  faoe le n g th e n ­

ed  at th is annou ncem ent, fo r  he  is a b usy  
m an and co u ld  scarce ly  spare so m uch tim e 
from  his offioe. H e  said  so.

W e l l ,1'r e tu r n e d  the p a in ter , “  w e  oan 
s e t  a long w ith  three very  n ice ly . Y o u  w ill 
have to  g o  w ith  me to ihe  p h otograp h er 's  
w h ere I  w ill pose you  e x a ctly  as I  w ant to 
pa in t y o u , and from  the p h oto  so ob ta ined  1  
can w o r k  u n til the p ’cture  is nearly  finished. 
T hen  tw o o r  three s itt in g ) fo r  co lo r , e x ­
pression , and  fin ish ing touch es w ill be all 
th a t ia n ecessary .”

T hia  p rov ed  sa tisfa ctory , a n d , financial 
d eta ils  ha v in g  been  arranged , th e  cu stom er 
to o k  his departure .

“ T h a t ’s the w a y  w e  d o  n o w a d a y s ,” said  
th e  a rtist , tu rn in g  to  “  T h e  T im es "m an .
“  N o w , that duffer th ink s th a t I  am  goin g  
to  w o rk  a so lid  m onth  on  his p ictu re  fo r  
$1C «.”

“  W e ll, w o n ’t  y o u  ?”  asked the rep orter, 
in  com e surprise.

“ N o t  e x a c t ly , dear b o y . H o w  m any 
hours d o  y o u  suppose  that p ie ce  o f  w ork  
w ill a ctu a lly  t a k e ? ”

“  I  h a ven ’t  the  least id ea . I  h ave a lw ays 
th ou g h t it  w as a w ork  o f w eeks u n til th is 
m in u te .”

T h e  a rtis t laughed  and then  entered  in to  
the  details  o f  h ow  p ortra its  rea lly  are p a in t­
ed. H e  said  : “ A  bust p ortra it  lik e  thiB, 
pain ted  from  life , as it  is ca lled , b u t in real 
icy  from  a p h otograp h , takes abou t fifteen  
hours in  all to finish. Com a in to  m y w ork sh op  
and I  w ill show  you  e x a ctly  h ow  the better 
k in d s  o f p ortra its  are usually  p a in ted .

“  N o w , you  aee, I  have here a m agic la n ­
tern . I t  ia a v e r y  g o o d  one and  tb e  lenBes 
d o  n ot ‘ d is to r t ,’ w h ich  is a tech n ica l phrase 
fo r  ‘ k n o ck in g  th ings s il ly . ’ In  fro n t  o f  it 
th ere  is a s o lid ly  con stru cted  easel on  w h ioh  
I  ta ck  m y  canvas b efore  it  is secured  to the  
Btretoher. F ro m  the cab in et p h o to  o f  m y 
su b je ct  I  have a sm all n egative  m ade, w h ich  
is p u t in to  the lantern  and  the im age is p r o ­
je c te d  on to  th e  ca n v as .”

T o  illu stra te  th is p o in t  a n egative  waa 
p u t in to  the  s lid e , the  lam p w as ligh ted , and 
there  waB the im age as d escribed  on  the  p iece  
o f  oanvas. T h e  artist con tinu ed  :

111 n ow  tak e a le a d p e n c i l , and , fo llo w in g  
the lines g iven  b y  tb e  lan tern  im age, I  d raw  
m y  p iotu re . ThiB is p u re ly  a m echanioal 
process  and  an y  person  w h o  has even  the 
s ligh test k n ow ledg e  o f  d ra w in g  can  d o  it.
So y o u  aee inatead o f  spen din g tw o  sittings 
at least in  sk etch in g  m y s u b je c t , and then  
havin g  to  m ake m any correotionB in  the 
d ra w in g  du rin g  the first three pa in tin gs, I  
m ake m y  sk etch , and m ake it  co rreo tly  t o o , 
in  a bou t ten  m in u tes.”

“  H o w  d o  y o u  ge t the sk etch  e x a ct ly  life - 
size ?”

“  B y  tak in g  a ca rd , usua lly  th ep h otogra p h  
to  b a  uaed, and m easuring from  th e  oantnus 
or inner corner o f  the  e y e  to the  corn er o f  
the  m outh  and  m ark in g  the diatanoe w ith  a 
lead  p en cil on  the  ca rd . T h is  is the  flattest 
surface  in  the fa ce , and  th ere fore  easily  
m easured. W h e n  the im age is th row n  on 
th e  canvas th e  lantern  is  m oved  fo rw a r d  or 
b a ck  u n til tb e  d istance  fro m  th e  c o r n e r  o f 
th e  ey e  to  the corner o f  th e  m on th  in  the 
im agin e agrees w ith  th e  m easurem ent on  
the  c a rd .”

“  So you  p ra ctica lly  tatce a m an 's m easure 
fo r  h is p iotu re  ?”

“  E x a otly . N o w  fo r  th e  n ex t  B t e p .  T he 
canvas w ith  the  p en cil sk etch  on  it  is tack ed  
o n  to  the stretch er , and then  th e  pa in tin g  
begins. T h is  p a rt o f  the  w o rk  iB also m uch 
sim plified  com p ared  w ith  th e  old-faB hioned 
m eth ods. W ith  raw  um ber and  w h ite  the  
'  firat p a in tin g ' is m ade, w h ich  is an e xa ct  
c o p y  o f  the  p h otograp h . In  fa c t , th is first 
pa in tin g  m igh t be m istak en  fo r  an en larged  
p h o to  e x c e p t  fo r  the fa ct  th a t it  is v e r y  v ig ­
orou s and the brush w ork  te lls  a ll the  w ay 
th rou gh  it. T hia  takes a bou t five  hours. 
A fte r  the firat p a in tin g  is d r y , say  b y  the 
n e x t  d a y , i f  th e  w eath er be  fa vora b le , the 
secon d  pa in tin g  goes  on . T h is  g iv e s  the 
flesh co lo rs  in  a som ew h a t cru d e  form . 
T h ese  co lo rs  are  oom p osed  o f tin ts  m ix e d  
from  indian red , Caledonian b ro w n , ligh t 
red , v erm illion  N aples  y e llo w , y e llo w  e ch re , 
cob a lt  b lu e , e b on y  b la ck , and  flake w h ite . 
T h e  p a in tin g  ia n o t  so lid , i t  is son m b led  on  
p r in c ip a lly , A fte r  th is  ia d r y  w e  u su a lly  
have a ooup le  c f  s ittinga  to  corre ct  th e  co lor  
b y  m eans o f glazes o f  transparent c o lo r , roae 
m ad d er, raw  Bienna, lig h t  red , e to .”

“ D on ’ t the  p '.o p le  etispoct th a t th e y  are n o t  
b e in g  p a in ted  fro m  life  ?”

“  N ever . W h e n  th ey  firBt Bee th e  oanvas 
t h e  o n ly  p a rt o f  it  th a t is cov ered  ia the head 
and  a litt le  rim  o f  tb e  b a ck g ro u n d , about 
tw o  or  three  inohes w id e , a roun d  it. T he 
d ra p ery  ia all In p en cil on tlin e  on the  w hite 
oanvas. O h , n o  ; the  idea o f a ‘ fa k e  ’ never 
entera their m inds. Som e men g o  m uch 
fa rth er  than thia. T h e y  g e t  a eolar p i in t—  
th a t is, an en larged  p h o to — p u t on  canvas 
and  then  the process  is easier still. T he 
p rin t  ia m ade on  the oanvas itaelf and a qu ick  
m an can  fin ish  such a p ortra it  in  abou t e igh t 
hours. T he d isadvantage o f it  is th a t the 
aoda and oth er ch em ica ls  oan n o t  be  go t 
com p le te ly  ou t o f  the p r in t , and a fter the 
p iotu re  has been  on  the w all a fe w  yeara it  
is lik e ly  to  e ith er da rk en  grad u a lly  un til 
the fa ce  is d ark en ed  o u t , fro m  the n itra te  o i 
s ilver w o rk in g  th rou gh  and com b in in g  w ith  
the w h ite  lead , o r  the soda  keeps on  eatin g 
aw ay the im age underneath  u n til the  strong 
shadow s are eaten aw ay and  the w h o le  affair 
lo o k s  l ik e  a C hinese g o d .”

“  W h a t  other schemeB are there ?”
“ W e ll , the s im plest and q u ick est w a y  to  

p a in t an o il p o rtra it  is to  ge t a life  sized  e n ­
largem ent m ade on  ord in a ry  a lbnm en ized  or 
p h o to  p ap er. T h is  m ust b e  ca re fu lly  g lu ed  
on  to  a p iece  o f  rou gh  canvas w h ioh  has 
been  tack ed  to a stretch er. W h en  it  is d ry , 
th e  paper b eing  q u ite  th in , all th e  gra in  o f 
the  canvas show s th rou gh  qu ite  n ice ly . 
T h e n  the surface  m ust be p rep a red  fo r  the 
o il p a in t, e ith er b y  a th orou gh  sizing o f g lue 
or a coa tin g  o f  w h ite shellao varn ish . A fte r  
this is d ry  a glaze o f  p in k  m adder and raw  
sienna ia ru bb ed  in to  the  face  care fu lly .

T hia  g ives the  deep  shadow s and half-tones 
v ery  n ea rly  th e  appearance o f  a fa ir ly  w ell 
painted p ortra it. T h en  the deepest shadow s 
muat be  gon e over w ith  ap p rop ria te  tinta 
and  th e  ligh ts  muat b e  p a in ted  in. T he 
draperiea  and b ack grou n d  are pa in ted  solid- 
ly , and the p iotu re  can  be easily  turned out 
in  fo u r  o r  five  hours. T h e  edges o f  the 
p aper are oa re fu lly  trim m ed  before  the 
b ack grou n d  is p a in ted  and then  ‘ loa d ed ’ 
w ith  the back grou n d  co lo r  to  h ide  the fa ct 
that there iB any p aper pasted  on  the canvas 
T h is  k in d  o f  p ictu re  ia m uch m ore durable 
than  the aolar p rin t on  canvaa.

“ A re  a ll artiata up  to  these dodgeB ?'
“  W e ll, I  ahould Bay ao I I  d o n 't  k n ow  a 

p ortra it  pa in ter in  the c ity  w h o  does not 
insist on ha v in g  a p h otograp h . T he exouae 
is usua lly  th a t he m ust have som eth ing to  go  
b y  i f  the ‘  in sp iration  ’ com es on  him  w h ile  
hiB aubjeot is absent— juat as if  a m an muat 
be taken w ith  fits o f  eom e k in d  before  he 
can  pa in t I Y e s , I  th in k  I  m ay  safely  say 
th a t th ey  a ll use the m agio-lantern  or solar 
cam era for  th e ir  d ra w in g , ex cep t  in  rare 
cases w hen  the s itter insiata on  an abaolute 
life  sketch , M ost o f  them  cou ld  not m ake a 
likeneaa th a t w a y ."

“  H o w  abou t foreign  artists ?”
“ T h e y  are ju st  as w ick e d  as w e  are. F or  

instance, there is a great P arisian artist w ho 
com es over  to  N e w  V ork  every  year or tw o  
and taps the A m erican  p u b lic  fo r  $40 000 or 
$50,000. H e  gets  $2,000 fo r  a three quarter 
len g th  life -size  p ortra it, w h ich  ia uaually 
36x54 inches. H e pain ts en tire ly  from  the 
p h otograp h  and doea hia d raw ing b y  the 
lantern  or  cam era. H e  is a w on d erfu l p a in t­
er. H e  n ever spends m ore than  from  nine 
to  tw e lve  hours on  a p ortra it , and the eaat- 
ern  p eop le  are so crazy to  ge t h is w ork  that 
he alw aya leaves a num ber o f com m issions 
un filled . A n d , m in d  y o u , he  w o n 't  p a in t 
eve ry b o d y . H e  chooses h is su b jects , and 
on ly  accep ts  a com m ission  w hen  he approves 
o f  the e u t je c t  e ith er fo r  beau ty , oharacter, 
or d ow n righ t hom eliness. ”

R e m a rk irg  that $166 80 per hou r was b e t ­
ter p a y  than the average new spaper maD 
oan earn, the rep orter  w en t sad ly  aw ay from  
the s tu d io  w ith  his o il-p ortra it  id o l shattered  
and fa llen  to  the g ro u n d .— [C h icago  Tim es.

C h in e s e  F lo a t i n g  G a r d e n s .
In  a recent num ber o f  the C hina “ R e v ie w , 1 

D r. M a cG ow a n  desoribes the m anner in 
w h ich  floating  fields and garden s are form ed  
in C hina. In  the m on th  o f  A p r il a bam boo 
ra ft  ten  feet to  tw e lv e  fe e t  lon g  and abou t 
h a lf as broad  is prep ared . T h e  p oles  are 
la th ed  togeth er w ith  Interstices o f  an inch  
betw een  oaoh. O ver th is  a layer o f  straw  an 
inoh  th ick  is spread , and  then  a coa tin g  tw o  
inohea th ick  o f adheaive m ud tak en  from  the 
b o tto m  o f a canal or p o n d , w h ioh  reoeive- 
th e  seed. T h e  ra ft  ia m oored  to the ban k  in 
atill w a ter, and requ ires  no  fu rth er attena 
t io n . T b e  straw  soon  g ives w a y  an d  the 
so il a lso , th e  roo ts  d ra w in g  Bupport from  the 
w a ter  a lone. In  abou t tw e n ty  days the  ra ft  
becom es cov ered  w ith  th e  creeper (ip om rei 
reptans), and  its  stem s and  roots  are ga th ­
ered  for  cook in g . In  autum n its  sm all w h ite  
petals  and  y e llo w  stam ens, nestling  am ong 
th e  rou n d  leaves, presents a very  p re tty  
appearance. In  som e p laces m arshy land  is 
p ro fita b ly  cu ltiva ted  in  th is m anner. B e ­
sides these floating  vegetab le  gardens there 
are also floating  rice  fie lds . U p on  rafts oon- 
s erne ted ae above w eeds and adheren t m ud 
w ere p laced  as a floorin g , and w h en  the rice  
ih o o ts  w ere rea d y  fo r  transplanting they  
w ere  p laced  in  th e  floating so il, w h ich  being 
adhesive and  he ld  in  p lace  b y  w eed  roota, 
the  p lan ts  w ere m ain tained  in  p o 8ition  
tb ro u g h o u t th e  season. T h e  rice  thua 
p lan ted  r ip en ed  in  from  s ix ty  to  seven ty , in  
p lace  o f  100 daya. T h e  rafta are cab led  to  
the  shore , floating  on  lakes, p oo ls , or s lu g ­
g ish  stream s. T hese floating fields served  
to  a vert famineB, w h eth er b y  d rou g h t or 
flood . W h en  o th er  fields w ere subm erged  
and th e ir  crops  sodd en  or ro tten , these 
floated  and  flourished , and w h en  a d ro u g h t 
p rev a iled  th e y  subsided  w ith  the fa llin g  
w a ter , aud  w h ile  th e  so il aroun d  w as arii 
ad van ced  to  m atu rity . A gricu ltu ra l treati- 
ises con ta in  plateB representing rowB of 
extenaive rioe-fielda m oored  to  s tn rd y  trees 
on  the bankB o f rivers  or lakes w h ich  e x ­
isted  fo rm e rly  in  the lacustrine reg ion s  o f  
th e  L o w e r  Y an gtse  and  Y e llo w  R ivers .

N o t h in g  t h e  M a t t e r  w i t h  O ld  
HI a id s .

In  tru th  there is noth in g  the m atter w ith  
o ld  m aids. T here  are occasions w hen  th eir  
aw eet restfu lnesa and unencum bered  sym  
p a th y  seems lik e  g ifts  from  H eaven . I  
jo u rn e y e d  in  the sam e car w ioh  one o n ly  the 
oth er d a y . I t  waa h ot and d u sty , and  there 
w ere  nn exp lain ed  d e lays  that m ade e very  one 
fee l o u t  o f  sorts. T h e  sleep ing coa ch  was 
crow d ed  w ith  ladies and ch ild ren . T h e  
ch ild ren  m ade incessant dem ands fo r  d rin k s  
o f  w a ter, and the m others lo o k e d  w orried  
a nd  w orn  o n t  b e fore  half the  jo u rn e y  w as 
d on e . I t  w as a d a y  o f  d iscom fort and  tu r ­
m oil, and  a  n ig h t o f h orror , w h en  the m others 
and ch ild ren  and  nurses began  to  s tow  them ­
selves aw ay fo r  s leep . T h rou gh  it  a ll a 
sw eet m aiden  la d y  sat serene and  ca lm . She 
g e n tly  fanned  h erself w ith  an air o f  co n te n t­
m ent and p ea ce fu lly  read  her b o o k , and  n ow  
and then  su rveyed  the p rosp ect w ith ou t and 
w ith in . O ccasion a lly  she d id  som e k in d  litt le  
th in g  to  a passing ch ild  or gave a crushed- 
ou t lo ok in g  m oth er a sym p ath etic  and en ­
cou ragin g  sm ile.

N oth in g  in life  fo r  an o ld  m aid ? W h y , 
b less m y  sou l, even the men that d a y  look ed  
up on  this ca lm ly  co o l m aiden la d y , and w ish ­
ed in  th eir  hearta that they  w ere o ld  malda. 
F or  m y  p a rt , I  have never been  to  a ba ll or  
a d inner, or on aea or laud , o r  on  m ounta in  
to p  or b each , w ith o u t find ing  som ew here a 
lo v e ly , ch arm ing , in te lligen t o ld  m aid  who 
waa a d e lig h t t o e v e ry o n e  abou t h er .— [L ou is ­
v ille  C ourier Journ al.

E gg -sh e ll w as onoe used in  m ed ica l pres­
cr ip tion s . W h e n  ca lcin ed  at a lo w  red -h ea t, 
the  shells a fford  a v e r y  pure form  o f oarbon- 
ate  o f  lim e.

T h e  citizen s o f  C h ica go  o f  B ritish  b irth , 
b e in g  a b ou t to  h ave a grand parade and p ic ­
n ic , have d ecid ed  th a t no  oth er flag b u t the 
Stars and  S tripes shall b e  carried  in  the p ro ­
cession . T h is  regu la tion  has g iven  offence  to  
one o f  tho C anadian  socie ties ,th e  m em bers o f  
w h ich  refuse to  parade un der any oth er flag 
than  th e  U n ion  J a ck . T h e  C h ica go  N ew s, 
com m en tin g  up on  the in cid en t says :— “  T h e  
thousands w h o  flock  to  ou r  shores to  en jo y  
ou r m ateria l pros p a rity  and  ou r p o lit ica l 
freed om  should  in  return  p rov e  d ev o te d  c i t i ­
zens o r  ex h ib it  at least a decen t m easure o f 
lo y a lty . T here  ia no room  in  the great 
A m erican  fa m ily  fo r  those w h o  g ive  superior 
a lleg iance to  the  E nglish  un ion ja ck , to  the 
green flag o f  E rin , the  tr ico lo r  o f  F ran ce , or 
any oth er  em blem  o f nationa l s o v e re ig n ty .”

L A D I E S  W H O  A R E  S H A V E D .

Many Instances of Pretty Women Who 
Dave Distinct Mustaches and Beards.

T h e  oase o f  o ld  M rs. M ille r , the  F lush ing 
la d y  w h o d ied  F r id a y  and bequ eath ed  to  her 
b arber $500, brings ou t som e cu rious in fo r ­
m ation  abou t w om en  w h o  shave. S peak in g  
o f  th em atter  to  a “  M e r cu ry ”  representative , 
P ro f. J . W . N ew b erth , o f  B ro o k ly n , s a id :
“  T he gen era l p u b llo  w ou ld  be  surprised  to  
learn th a t hu ndreds o f  w om en  are com p e lled  
to  ca ll in  a  barber tw o  o r  three  tim es a w eek .
I  oou ld  g iv e  y o u  the nam es o f a t least fifcy  
w om en w h o shave, and  am on g  them  are 
severa l soo iety  ladies . Y o u  m ay have o 'te n  
n o ticed  w om en  w ith  hair on  the up p er lip . 
W e ll, th ere ’s a w om a n — a y ou n g  la d y , I  
sh ou ld  Bay— w h o  resides on  H erk im er 8treet, 
w h om  I  shave tw ice  a w eek , She can ralae a 
m uatache as q a lok  aa I  oan, and  raise a b e t ­
ter one, too . T h is la d y  is w ell k n ow n  to the 
u p p er ten  o f  the  T w e n ty -fo u rth  w a rd  o f 
B ro o k ly n , and is very  handsom e. F or  a long 
tim e Bhe shaved  heraelf, b u t  fina lly  she 
w as in trod u ced  to  m e throu gh  a frien d  
o f m in e— a la d y  cu stom er— and ever 
sinoe that tim e I  have shaved  her regu larly  
tw ioe  a w eek . H er m oth er w as also t r o u b l­
ed  w ith  an ove rg ro w th  o f hair on  her fa ce , 
b u t she a llow s it  to  g ro w . T h e  resu lt is that 
the  o ld  la d y  has a great deal better mua­
tache than the m a jor ity  o f  dudes can  raise, 
and  ahe says i t  adds to  her beau ty . H er 
s ister, a y ou n g  w om an o f  16, is alao raising 
am u sta oh e . She ia a v e ry  p re tty  g ir l, bu t 
w ill aoon have to  ahave, as her up p er lip  ia 
ge tt in g  very  b la ck . T hia  g ir l ia also raising 
side  w h isk ers, b u t  she arranges her hair so 
th a t a person  w ou ld  h a rd ly  reoogn izs  that 
fa ct. B ut the e lder s ister, w h o  iB a regular 
cu stom or o f  m ine, has a v ery  stron g  g row th  
o f beard . In  fa c t  if she w ere  to  le t it  g row  
she w ou ld  have a finer beard  than 
B arnum ’s beard ed  la d y . See is a n ice  g ir l 
ju st  the same, h ig h ly  ed u oated , and a good  
m usisoian , b u t  the  g row th  o f hair on  her 
fa ce  w orries  her a w fu lly , as she is abou t to 
be  m arried . She becom es m ore alarm ed as 
her w e d l in g  d a y  approaches, and often asks 
m e if I w ill be able to shave her after her 
m arriage w ith ou t p erm ittin g  her husband to 
k n ow  it. I  qu iet her feara in th is d irection  
b y  te llin g  her that she m ay then call at m y 
res id en ce . T h ere  I  oan shave her w ith ou t 
any one k n ow in g  it. Y o u  see, I  have three 
m arried  w om en  w ho ca ll there now  reg u la r­
ly  e very  w eek , and  no one is the w iser.

“ I  uaed to  ahave a B ro o k ly n  policem an 'a  
w ife  e very  w eek , bu t she haa m oved  d o w n ­
to w n  and has gon e to  another barber 's .
A s  the fe llow s  w ou ld  s a j , she has tak en  her 
cu p  aw ay . I  h ave one w om an  w h om  I  m eet 
at the house o f  a fr ien d  o f herB three tim es a 
w eek . She Ib abou t the o n ly  rea lly  w ea lth y  
cu stom er I  have, and  she paya 50 oents for  
e very  shave. She haa auburn hair, and  if 
her m ustaohe waa a llow ed  to  g row  it  w ou ld  
b e  san dy . Y o u  taa y  aee a barber , o r  a 
d c z e n o f  them , w h o  w ill te ll y o u  that th ey  
ge t b ig  prioea fo r  ahaving w om en , and  that 
a ll th e  w om en  th e y  shave are handsom e and 
w ea lth y . I f  th e y  te ll y o u  th is  th e y  are r o ­
m an cing , fo r  the  m a jor ity  o f  w om en  w h om  I  
shave are co m e ly , b u t  n ot handsom e. T here  
are m any o f them  y ou n g , b u t fe w  very  
p re tty . N on e  o f  them  oom e to  m y  shop , 
a lth ou gh  on  one occas ion  I  have had  o c ­
casion  to  shave a w om an  in one o f  m y 
regu lar shop  ohairs. I t  w as one n ight last 
w inter. A  la d y , h ea v ily  v e iled , ca lled  at 
the  shop  abou t 8 o ’c lo ck  iu  the  even ing. 
She ask ed  to  see m e, and  then  to ld  m e 
that she w an ted  to  have som e superficia l 
ha ir rem oved  from  th e  fa ce . B u t she 
w o u ld  n o t  g e t  shaved  u n til the sh op  was 
vaoant and  I  lo ck e d  th e  d o o r  and  p u lled  
d o w n  the shadea, T h en  th e  w om an re ­
m oved  her v e il and  hat. T o  m y  surpriae 
w h en  I  glanoed  at her I  aaw th a t she had  
qu ite  a h ea vy  m ustaohe. 1  to ld  her to  be 
seated  and she la y  b ack  in  th e  ch a ir lik e  a 
m an. I  q u ick ly  shaved  h er , and  w hen I  go t 
th rou gh  she h a nded  m e a  cr isp  d o lla r  b ill  
and to ld  m e th a t  she d id n 't  w a n t any change. 
T h ere ‘8 a b arber d ow n  on F u lto n  S treet w h o  
m akes a p ra ctice  o f  sh av in g  w om en . H e 
h ad  at one tim e at least f i fty  regu lar fem ale 
custom ers, Som e o f  them  he shaved  every  
d a y , w h ile  o thers cam e b u t onoe a w eek . 
H e  has a few  w ea lth y  fem ale  custom era, w h o 
d rive  to  hia estab lishm ent in  th eir  fanoy  
coach es to  ‘ have th eir  ha ir d ressed ,’ aB th e y  
say . B u t th ey  g o  there Bim ply fo r  the  p u r ­
pose of ge tt in g  shaved . H e  h a i a ladies ' 
p a rlor  fo r  shaving in , and is abou t the on ly  
regular b arber fo r  w om en  in  the  o ity , e x ­
cep tin g , p ro b a b ly , another m an ou  M y rt le  
avenue. T h e  latter p a rty  w ell understands 
his business. O a  the firBt floor o f  h is estab­
lishm ent he haa a tonsoria l p a r lcr  fo r  gen tle ­
m en , and  on  the floor  above he has a la d ies ’ 
parlor. I  guess he has abou t th ir ty  regu lar 
fem ale  cu stom ers w h o  ge t shaved.

“  I  te ll you  it  ia a d ifficu lt  jo b  to  shave a 
w om an , as Bhe k ick s  lik e  a  steer if  the  razor 
is n o t  ju st in  A  1 con d ition . W h e n  a barber 
onoe shavea a w om an  he w ill  k eep  her oua- 
tom  aa lo n g  aa she livea  con ven ien t to  his 
eatabliahm ent. I  had a y o u n g  m an in m y 
em p loy  a bou t th ree  yea rs  ago w h o  m arried  
a  y ou n g  w om an w h om  I  uaed to  Bhave, and 
it  waa w h ile  v is itin g  b e r  house fo r  the 
p urpose  o f  shaving her th a t he  m ade her 
acquain tan ce. T h e  y ou n g  m an does not liv e  
w tih  his wifB n ow , and the neigh bors  are 
w on d erin g  w h at ahe w ill d o  n e x t .”

T h e  rep orter n ex t v is ited  P ro f. P ieterk n ow - 
>ky, a t hia estab lishm ent on M y rtle  avenue, 
and fou n d  him  atropp in g a razor. T he pro- 
fesaor is a tall, g o od -look in g  gentlem an, w ith  
flow ing D u n d rea ry  w h isk ers, s lig h tly  streak ­
ed  w ith  gray . “  Y e s ,”  he rem arked  to the 
rep orter , “  I  have an estab lishm ent for  
aha v in g  ladies u p  sta irs , and business is 
p re tty  g o o d  j ust n ow . I  k eep  fo u r  assist- 
anta up  there, and guarantee the  ladiea the 
b est o f  politeness and atten tion . 1  charge 
on ly  10  cen ts  fo r  ahaving them , unless th ey  
w a n t bay ru m , and th en , lik e  the m en , I  
oharge them  15 oents. I  h ave som e flue- 
lo o k in g  ladies , and som e n ot so g o o d -lo o k ­
in g , b u t  w h at d ifference  doea th a t m ake ? 
T hou sands o f  w om en  shave them selves, and 
hu ndreds ge t ahaved b y  regu lar barbers 

“  T here  Ib no  disgraoe in  a w om an ge ttin g  
shaved , b u t none o f them  w a n t the  others to 
see them  w h ile  the  razor is passing over 
th eir  fa ce . T h e y  com e in  and sit in  the 
w a itin g -room , saying that th ey  w a n t their 
hair ban ged , and that th ey  are in  n o  hurry, 
b u t a few  of them  k n ow  w h at the others 
com e fo r , and th e y  d on ’t m ind  it . Y o u  see , 
I  m ak e k n ow n  the faot th a t I  shave w om en , 
and  have Beveral hu ndred  hand-b ills  d is ­
tr ib u ted  every  d a y . Y o u  see ,"  oonclu ded  
P ro f. P ie te rk o w sk y , “  I  state on m y  b ills  
th a t I  have fou r  ha ir-outtere. W e l l ,  th ey  
are, beoauae I  have to  trim  the hair o f  every  
la d y  w h o  ca lls here. T o  te ll y o u  the tru th  
a bou t it , the w om en  oom e here to  ge t shaved 
un der the pretense o f  ge tt in g  th eir  hair 
trim m ed , f  have several custom era w h o

n ever aaw m y  shop , b u t  w h en  th ey  w a n t m y  
servioes th ey  send m e a n o te , te lling  m e t o  
oall on a ap’ oial day, aa th ey  want their h a ir 
trim m ed . O f oourae I  k n ow  m y  business 
and I  take a cou p le  of razu-s w ith  m e. S om e 
o f  thia aort o f  cuatom ers p a y  m e b y  the  
m onth— that ia, allow a b ill to  ru n  up  —while 
othera pay m e aa aoon aa I  ge t throu gh  w ith  
m y  w ork . I  w o n ’ t m ention  the  streeta o n  
w h ioh I  have la d y  cuatom ers, because that 
w ould  ruin m y  business. I  n ever te ll an y  
one the nam e8 o r  addreasea o f  any la d ie8 I  
Bhave. T h ere  isn ’t  a la d y  com es to  m y  p laoe  
b u t what I  h ave to  ta lk  to , bu t I  k eep  them  
apart, ao th a t on e  oustom er doea n o t  k n o w  
the other’8 business. B n t say , if  y o n  w a n t 
to  find o n t  a n y  m ore a bou t w om en  w h o shave 
ju st  drop in to  som e cn tle ry  eatabliahm ent 
and aak th e  p ro p r ie to r  how m an y w om en  
b u y  n z » r s .  I ’ ll b et h e ’ll te ll y o u  th a t tw ice  
ae m any w om en  b u y  them  as m en. D id n ’t  
you  ever n o tice  the  p re t ty  p lush sh av in g  
sets on sale in our lead in g  d ry  go o d s  estab- 
lishm ents and  art-room s ? A n d  d id n ’t  y o n  
ever see w om en  b u y in g  them  un der the p re - 
ten»e that th e y  w ere presents fo r  m ale 
fr ien d s?  W e ll, th e  faot is th ey  purchase 
the  shaving seta fo r  them aelves and use 
them  w hile aafely  lo ck e d  up  in th e ir  b a th ­
rooms at th eir  ow n  hom ea. W h a t  a woman 
d on ’t kn ow  a in ’ t w orth  k n o w in g .’ ’-  [N e w  
Y o r k  M e re u iy .

P a r i s  f r c m  t h e  T o p  o f  t h e  E i i f e l  
T o w e r .

M . E . W . S h erw ood  w rites to  the N e w  
Y o r k  “  W o r ld  ”  from  P aris  as fo llow s  :— VVa 
have been on  the top  o f  the E iffe l tow er , and 
have m ade th e  ascent w ith  so m uch  pleasure 
in  an A m erican  lift  th a t I  fee l im p elled  to 
n otice  th is great triu m p h  of A m erican  sk ill 
in a som ew hat len g th y  m anner. W e  seated  
ourselves in  a capacious oar, w h ich  held f i fty  
p eop le , and  in  one m inute w are u p  300 fee t. 
H ere  w e g o t  o u t  and  book a lo o k  at P aris. 
T h is  v iew  haa a lready b een  Been from  th is  
elevation  b y  800.000 p eop le  and  d escrib ed  by  
as m any m ore , bo perhapB it  w ou ld  b e  a 
threadbare them e to g o  fu rth er  than  to  Bay 
that it  is one o f  th e  m ost beau tifu l and  
en trancin g  v iew s o f one o f the m ost b eau tifu l 
and en trancin g  o f all cities, W e  saw  the 
w ind ings o f  tn e  Seine th rou gh  the garden s 
and busy  marta ; w e rea lized  all th a t H aus- 
m an and L ou is  N a poleon  d id  to open up  th e  
streets fo r  the con qu erin g  oannon ; w e saw  
the h istor ic  ou tline  o f  the gran d  N otre  D am e, 
the  fa iry -lik e  u p lifted  cam pan ile  o f  the 
S aint C hap 8lle , the  gran deur o f  the A rc  de 
T riom p h e, and the w id e  ex ten t o f  the B o is , 
th e  heights  o f M on tm artre , and the answ er­
in g  peak  o f M o n t S t. V a lerien , th e  b eau tifu l 
terrace  o f  S t . C lou d , and a t ou r fe e t  the grea t 
exp osition . W h a t  a p osition  in  w h ich  to  
s tu d y  geog ra p h y  ! A ll  the n ob le  b rid ges , 
the  grand m ass o f  the  L ouvre, the  ch atea u x , 
gardens, and parks. I t  ia superb.

W e  le ft  th is  satiBfaotion fo r  another r id e  
u p w ard , and  in  a s im ilar ca r w e  ascended  
500 feet m ore. In  thia ascent w e  w ere t il t ­
ed  b ack  in  ou r  seats aa i f  in  a ro ck in g  ohair. 
In  the  n ex t  oar w e  w ere t ilted  a litt le  fo r ­
w a rd , b u t  n e ith er p osition  w as so m arked  as 
to  be  pa in fu l o r  d isagreeable ; y e t  thia litt le  
in clination  has b een  neceaaitated b y  the  co n ­
s tru ction  o f  th is im m ense tow er, and the 
aw fu l con sid era tion  o f danger and  the p r o ­
te ct io n  against sudden  ca tastrophe, a d izzy  
fa ll.

A rr iv e d  at the  to p  w e fou n d  a d ifferent 
v i e w ; 975 feet above the  w o r ld  p eop le  b e ­
com e p igm ies— a sort o f  suggestion  o f h ow  
em ail ea rth ly  thinga w ill lo o k  w h en  w e  ge t 
atill h igher, perhaps. A t  thia h eigh t the 
A ro  de T riom p h e haB becom e a litt le  t o y , 
and  the churches are lik e  those in  the  D u tih  
boxes o f  v illages. I t  w as a ll m ap -lik e  and  
indefin ite  ; the  p eop le  w ere  craw lin g  ants ; 
all th a t look ed  large  had  d isappeared , e x ­
cep tin g  a b a lloon , w h ich  w as ou r con tem ­
p ora ry .

W h a t  a m otley  grou p  w e  w ere  on  the  top  
o f  the  tow er 1 A  hu n d red  C on go  sa ilors , 
b la ck  as m id n ig h t, w ere  b e in g  tak en  a bou t; 
th ere  w ere  T urk a, A ra b s , and  C h inese, and  
o th er  less fam ilia r n a tio n a lit ie a ; m any 
A m erican s  and  m any E n glish , th e  w h o le  
c lien te le  o f  a F ren ch  s ch oo l, M . E iffe l h im ­
self and the G erm an am bassador, and  I  can ­
n o t  te ll h ow  m any m ore.

T o u c h in g ;  D i s c o v e r y .
In  M a y  last the w ork m en  w h o  are d igg in g  

th e  fou n dation s  fo r  the n ew  la w  oenrts  in  
R om e d iscovered  a sarcophagus bu ried  th ir ty  
feet b e low  the surface. Im m ed ia te ly  the 
te lep h on e  ca lled  to  th e  Bpot the  m em bers o f  
the Arohae ologioal C om m ission , soientifio and 
lite ra ry  m en ,w ho w atoh  w ith  jealous care all 
the  exoavations m ade in  the E ternal C ity . 
U n d er th e ir  d ire ct io n  it  w as oare fu lly  
ra ised  and opened .

W ith in  la y  th e  sk e leton  o f a you n g  g ir l, 
w ith  the rem ains o f th e  lin en  in  w h ich  she 
had  been  w rap p ed , som e b ro w n  leaves from  
the. m y rtle  w reath  w ith  w h io h , em blem atic 
o f  her y o u th , she had  b een  cro w n e d  in  
d eath .

O n her hands w ere  fou r  rin gs, o f w h ich  
on e  w as the d ou b le  b e tro th a l rin g  o f p la in  
g o ld , and another w ith  F ile tu s, th e  nam e 
o f  her b e tro th ed , engraved  up on  it .  A  large 
and  moBt exq u is ite  am eth yst b ro o ch , in  
EtruBCan settin g  o f  th e  finest w o r k , ca rv ed  
am ber p in s , and  a g o ld  n e ck le t  w ith  w h ite  
Bmall pendants w ere  ly in g  abou t.

B u t w h at is m o it  stran ge, as b e in g  a lm ost 
un ique, w as a d o ll o f  oak  w o o d , b eau tifu lly  
ca rv ed , th e  jo in ts  a rticu la ted  so th a t legs 
and  hands m ove on  sock ets , the hands and 
fe e t  d a in tily  cu t  w ith  Bmall, d e licate  nails. 
T h e  features and the hair w ere oarved  ou t 
in  m ost m inute and carefu l w a y , the  hair 
w a v ln g 'lo w  on  th e  foreh ead , and be in g  
b ou n d  w ith  a fillet.

On the ou ts id e  o f  th e  sarophagnB w as 
sou lp tu red  her nam e, T ryphaju a  C reperia , 
and  a tou ch in g  soene, doubtless  fa ith fu lly  
r p r e s e n t in g  her p a rtin g  w i ’.h her parents. 
She is ly in g  on a lo w  b e d , and str iv in g  to  
raise herself on her le ft  arm  to  speak to ber 
h eartbrok en  fa th er, w h o  stands leaning on  
the bed stea d , h is head  b o w e d  d ow n  w ith  
g r ie f, w h ile  her m oth er sits on  the  b ed , her 
head oovered , w eep ing .

I t  seem s b u t yesterd a y , bo n atura l ia the 
scene, and  y e t  it  w as n ea rly  e igh teen  cen ­
turies ago  th a t these strioken  parents  la id  
so ten d erly  a w a y  th eir  d ea rly -loved  d a u gh ­
ter , w ith  her ornam ents and  her d o ll.

T he m arriage-rate appears to  b e  on  the  
d eclin e  n o t  on ly  in  B rita in  b u t also th rou gh « 
ou t E u rop e . In  E n gla n d  and  W a le s  b a ch e ­
lors n ow  m arry  at a m ean age o f 26 2  years, 
and  spinsters at 24 6 years, the  age at m ar­
r iage e xh ib itin g  a ten d en cy  to  increase. T he 
average num ber o f  b irth s to a m arriage is 
lo r  E n glan d  and W ales  abou t 4 § , the a ver­
age fo r  I ta ly  b eing  5 15, Prussia  4 92, 
A ustria  3 73, and F ran ce 3 42. In  E ngland  
and W alea  the average d u ra tio n  o f m arried  
life  has been  com p u ted  at a bou t 27 years.


