
T H E  K O C K  O F  G I B E A 1 .T 1 K .

A  D e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  F o r t if ica t io n .
I t  is  a b eau tifu l ru n  to  G ib ra lta r  from  

L isb on — j a»t lon g  en ou gh  to  shake o ff  the 
rustinesa ooowsioned b y  a tw o  w eek 's  stay  in 
p o r t — and as tbe  corv e tte  goes  b o w lin g  a long 
u n d er a c lo u d  c f  canvas and fu ll bead o f 
steam , d ip p in g ’ her gu n  m uzzles at each  sw ell 
as she heels to ,le e w a rd , th row in g  the spray  
aver  th e  k n ots  o f  tars ga th ered  here and 
th ere  abou t d e ck s , w h ile  the  sun , reflecting  
th e  g lio ten in g  ra ys  from  th o  up p er b i t t e r  iea 
and b righ t outlasses, serves to  m ak e up  one 
o f those s igh ts  so exh ila ra tin g  to  a you n g  
cffi >er. T o e  c r y  o f  “ L a n d , h o  !’ ’  Is answ er 
e d  b y  th e  q u io k  re jo in d e r  from  th e  m id sh ip 
m an  on  th e  fo re ca s tle  o f  “ W h e re  a w a y  ?" 
and  as th e  resp on se  o f  “ R ig h t  ahead , S ir  !” 
oom es ro llin g  d o w n  from  th e  lo o k o u t  a lo ft  
som e tw o  h u n d red  m en ju m p  to  th o  side 
a n d  soan the heriz>n acroes the bow s.

“ T h «re , m y  la d ,"  says an o ld  d rom io , 
p o in tin g  o u t  to  a y o u n g  apprentioe  a t his 
s id e  th e  b lu e  j  n t  appearin g  a bove  the  w ater, 
“ th ere ’s th e  p o r t  fo r  y o u  ; bub lo o k  y e  that 
y o u  d o n ’ t y e t  you rse lf in  trou b le  w ith  those 
‘ H ee lan d ers1 in  the  rook  b e fore  you  oU ar 
th e  beach . ”

I h e  n ew s has had  b a re ly  tim e to  roach 
th e  w a rd room  ere the  b ro a d  g o ld  cap  bands 
o f  th e  offi 3 e r s  are seen ris in g  in  q u ick  su c
cession  th rou gh  tho com p an ion  hatch . C hess, 
b o o k s  and  Btudies h ave been sud d en ly  th row n  
aside, and  w ith  one a ccord  middie and ensign 
soram ble p e ll-m e ll up  on  d tck .

“  T o p g a lla n t and ro y a l clew lin es  and  
bu n tlin es  1" “ F iy in g  j ib  and fo re toym a st 
s ta ysa il d ow n h a u l 1” •• H ands b y  the  w eather 
braces 1”  r inp  ou t in  q u ick  succession , aud 
“  S horten  sail P  has h a rd ly  escaped  from  
th e  tru m p et ere the t ig h t  sails have hu gged  
th e ir  y a rd s  w ith  a qu ick n ess th a t bespeaks 
th e  w e ll-d rilled  m a n -o f-w a r ’s orew . In  com es 
canvas a fter canvas, lea v in g  j list enough  fo re  
and  a ft  sail to handle her w ith , and  before  
lon g  th e  corve tte  ia sw in g in g  to  th e  tid e , 
w ith  th e  stars and stripes floating , be fore  
on e  o f  the moBt ren ow n ed  fortresses in  tho 
w or ld . T h e  harbor o f  G ib ra lta r , a lw ays so 
s tro n g ly  fo rt ified , is fa ir ly
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th e  fo rce  o f  w h ich  is j t iB t  n ow  augm ented  b y  
th e  presence o f  th e  w h o le  o f  tn e  B ritish  
C hannel squadron . A s  the ; A m erica n  arriv- 
va l d rop s  anch or a b o a t  is m anned from  ecoh ' 
stran ger in  p o r t  and  one from  the gu ard  v e s 
sel o f  th e  B ritish  squ adron . T h e  boats are 
soon  a lon gsid e , bear in g  greetin gs and  re s 
p ects  to  the A m erican  com m an d er. T h is  
p a y in g  o f  resp ects  b etw een  m en o f-w a r is an 
o ld  cu stom , b u t, aside from  the extrem e p o 
liten ess e x h ib ite d , it  rea lly  em an ated  in  the 
first p lace  in  a su rveillan ce  on  all strangers 
arriv in g  in  p o rt . A  F ren ch  or  P ortu g u ese  
w ill send a board in g  officer to  aa  arriva l 
w ith  profters o f  h osp ita lity  th a t fa ir ly  s ta g 
ger  an A m er ica n  com m an der. T h e  o n ly  r e 
tu rn  to  m ak e these p o lite  o fficia l v is its  ia to 
send  officers a board  in  return  w ith  the 
respects  o f the  com m an d in g  officer.

T h ou gh  G ib ra lta r  has n o t  been  su b jected  
to  th e  a tta ck s  o f  vessels o f  w ar o f the  p re 
sent d a y , i t  has nevertheless  w ith stood  a 
siege  b e fore  w h ioh  n o  o th er  fo rtress  in the 
w o r ld  co u ld  have h eld  ou t. S in ce  th a t  fa m 
ous s iege o f  th e  last cen tu ry  ev e ry th in g  has 
b een  d on e  to  m ak e th e  p lace  im pregnab le . 
T h a t  th is  has been d on e  even  a o u rsory  
g la n ce  suffices to  show , and “ J a c k ”  w ill te ll 
h is  m e B B m a t e s  w hen a w a y  on  som e f i r -  
o ff f o r e i g n  station s h o w  “  the  b lo o d y  lim e 
ju ice s ”  a t the  “  ro o k ”  a d d  a gu n  fo r  e v e ry  
n ew  yea r, and  th a t n ow  th e y  h ave in  p o s i 
t io n  1 ,889 guns. T h e  “  R ic k  o f  G ib ra lta r ’ ’ 
has been ce leb ra ted  in  a ncien t as w ell a a  in 
m o d e r n  literatu re  ; it  has b e e n  th e  su b je ct  
o f  fa b le  and  legen ds innu m erable  ; it  has 
p la y e d  a dram atio  p a rt in  the fortun es c f  
m en  and nations oerta in ly  from  tha earliest 
h is to r ic  tim es, and  p ro b a b ly  w as the bone 
o f  con ten tion  am on g p reh istoric  races. T h e  
ro c k  itse lf is n o t  m ore than seven m iles  in 
c ircu m feren ce , and its e levation  a b ov e  the 
sea, a t the  h ighest p o in t , does n o t  exceed  
1,400 fee t. T h e  to w n  ia situated  on  the 
w estern  s lop e , tor  on  all oth er sides th e  as
cen t is v e r y  p recip itou s. T h o  isthm us, 
w h ich  con n ects  G ib ra lta r w ith  the m ain land 
is a litt le  m ore  than a m ile  w i l e ,  and it  is on 
th is  isthm us that

THE FAMOUS NEUTRAL GROUND 
is m ark ed  o ff  b y  th e  tw o  p a ra lle l row s o f 
E n glish  and  Spanish  Bentry b oxes . A p a r t  
from  th e  natura l s tren gth  o f th e  ro ck , in 
creased  resistance is a fforded  b y  th e  n u m er
ous rem ark ab le  cavern  j w ith  w h ich  it  is p e r 
fo ra ted . T h ese caverns are all d ifficu lt o f 
access. T h e  largest, S t. M ich a e l ’s, has a 
hall hu ng w ith  sta lactites , reach in g  from  
ro o f to  floor. R e fle cted  b a ck , from  the 
g lare  o f  a to rch , th e y  p resent a m ost w e ird  
appearance.

T he en trance  to  S t. M ich ael's  is 1,000 
fe e t  a bove  th e  sea leve l, and  it  is con n ected  
w ith  o th e r  caverns b eneath  it  o f  un k n ow n  
d ep th . T w o  E n glish  officers in  e n d ea vor
in g  to  fa th om  these dep th s  w ere  lost, n o t  a 
tra ce  b e in g  foun d  o f them  b y  those v e n tu r 
ing  to  the edge o f  th e  abyss. N o  d o u b t 
the  presenoe o f  these natural caverns su g 
gested  to  th e  B ritish  the idea  o f exca v a tin g  
and  tu n n ellin g  the  ro c k . A  system  o f 
ga lleries  has b een  cu t , fa c in g  th e  h a rb or  and 
neu tra l g rou n d , a a an enorm ous expense. 
M u ch  o f th e  w o rk  w as don e  b y  prisoners. 
A t  in tervals o f  tw e lv e  ya rd s  ports  have been 
cu t  fo r  guns, and som a o f  the  ord n an ce  
m ou n ted  is o f  the  la rgest ca lib re . A  great 
m an y o f the  guns at G ib ra lta r  are o f  an o ld  
and  antiqu ated  ty p e , b u t  s in ce  1870 tb e  
u tm ost a ct iv ity  has been  d isp la yed  to  m ount 
ordnan ce com p a tib le  w ith  the d a y  and  fu lly  
u p  to  the  m odern  standard . T h e  fo rts  at 
the  w ater p o r t , or n orth  en d , are n ow  
m ou n ted  w ith  e igh teen  ton  guns (A r m 
stron g ), and  p ro te cte d  b y  h a v in g  steel- 
a rm ored  shields. T h ese  gu ns a lone oan 
sw eep  e very  w ork  o f  the  m ole.

T h e  defenses o f  the n ew  m ole have been 
strengthen ed  b y  a casem ate b a tte ry , w h ile  
a t t h e  A lex a n d ria  B a tte ry  SS ton guns are 
in  p osition . T h ere  are also 38 t o n  guns at 
t h e  E o ro p a  p o r t  a n d  on  the line w a ll , and 
fro m  t h e B e  p osition s t h e  fire c o u l d  b e  a n n i
h ila tin g  to  a n y  cru iser oaugh t w ith in  their 
range. A lo n g  W ill is ' roa d  casem ates are 
con stru cted , and  a ltogeth er som e th ir ty  
h ea vy  gu ns are here in  p osition . T h e  38 
to n  gu n  batteries  w o u l d  be  t h e  first a hostile  
vessel w o u ld  fee l if  she had  a stand  five  
m iles o ff and  a ttem p ted  the
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G ibra ltar. I f  the  fire o f  the  38 -ton  guns 
shou ld  be o u tlived  and  an advance a tte m p t
ed , the n e x t  rad ius en tered  w ou ld  b e  that 
o f  tho  18 ton  guns p laced  on  th e  w ater port. 
T o  pass th e  3 8 -ton gun batteries  and  then  
to  ou tlive  the 18 ton  guns w ou ld  be  b u t to  
approach  a position w here the con cen tra ted  
fire o f  the  w h o le  ro ck  can  be  d irected , to

B a y  n o t h i n g  o f  ' h e  f l o a t i n g  b a t t e r i e s  a n d  
v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  h a r b o r .

T h e  “  R o ck  ”  h a s  severa l f l i t  spots near 
the to p , and  it  is here th a t the in fa n try  is 
d rilled . T h e  garrison  num bers, rou g h ly ,
5 ,000 m en , and  it  has a lw ays been  th e  cu s 
tom  a t the “  H orse  G u a rd s ,”  in  L o n d o n , to  
send ou t a grea t m an y H ig 'il«n d e rs  to  G ib  
ra lta r, though  this class does n o t  com pose 
the w h o le  fo rce . T h e  garrison  is one o f the 
hardest d rille d  in  th e  B ritish  serv ice , and 
the batta lion s  d o in g  d u ty  are u su a lly  ones of 
ren ow n . I t  is a fee lin g  o f  p r id e  th a t w ill 
a llow  n on e b u t  th e  flow er o f  the B ritish  
A rm y  to  ho ld  G ibra ltar. R e p o r t  has it  that 
G eneral G ran t con sid ered  th is  garrison  tbe  
finest b * d y  o f  m en o f  a ll he  saw  du rin g  his 
tour aroun d  th e  w o r ld . G ib ra lta r has w ell 
been  term ed  an ep itom e o f nations. T h e  
street* fa ir ly  sw arm  w ith  M oors, J ew s, 
S pan iards and  E ogliah . A m o n g  th e  w am en 
the d a rk -e y e d , p re tty  G*t»*<*s6 and the S p a n 
ish b eau ties , w ith  th eir  leng-lashed  eyes  and 
la n gu or, n ever fa il o f  a ttra ctio n . AU  fo r 
eign ers v is itin g  tho  tow n , e x c e p t  naval effi 
car* in u n iform , are req u ired  to  tak e  o u t  a 
p erm it  d e  se jou r , and  iru s k fin d  bandsm en 
to  g »  eeou rity  fo r  th eir  g o * d  beh av ior du rin g  
the te n , fifteen  er tw e n ty  d a ys  fo r  w h ioh  
the p erm it  is m ade ant. T h is  stay  m ay , 
h a w ev er, be  renaw ed an dhe e xp ira tion  e f  
th e  tim a  lim it. T h e  au harities  p rev en t as 
m uoh as p assib le  any and  all a cqu isitions in  
the w a y  af n ew  residents. T h is  a pp lies  to  
th e  to w n  on ly . In s ide  o f  th e  lim its  o f  the 
r a m p a r t s  no s t r a a g e r B  ..are a d m i t t e d  after 
n i g h t f a l l .  A a  officer s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  m a y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  in trod u ce  a  fr ien d  fo r  th s  p eriod  
o f a m on th , b u t he is h e l d  to  s t r i c t  a c c o u n t  
fo r  a ll his fr ie n d ’s actions. Ju stice  is a d m in 
istered  a ccord in g  to  t h e  law s o f  E n g la rd , 
b u t t h e r e  is t h r o u g h o u t  it  a ll an  a i r  s u g g e s 
t i v e  o f  t h e
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T h e  m aj o r ity  o f  the  houses in  the tow n  are 
b u ilt  w ith  flat top s , thus en ab lin g  them  to 
reta in  ra in  w a ter  ; tanks are b u ilt  un d er the 
b u ild in gs  and are fitted  w ith  drains lead in g  
from  the roofa, I t  is the w a ter su p p ly  that 
has a lw ays p ro v e d  o f such v ita l im p orta n ce  
to  G ib ra lta r , b u t  the authorities  h ave fina lly  
m astered  the w ater p rob lem , and the R o ck  is 
n ow  w e ll p ro v id e d  w ith  g o o d  w a ter. T w o  
la ig e  tan k s, one con ta in in g  11,COO and the 
oth er 9 ,000 gallons, are con sta n tly  k e p t  fu ll 
w ith  w h ich  to  su p p ly  naval vessels. T o  m any 
persona th e  m ere m ention  o f  G ibra ltar, 
C ypru a. M a lta , H e lig o la n d , and  others of 
G reat B rita in 's  fortresses is d e v o id  o f  a ll 
m ean ing , a t least so fa r  as a k n o w le d g e  o f 
th e  m ilita ry  im p orta n ce  o f  these p laces is 
con cern ed .

G ib ra lta r  is u n d ou b ted ly  th e  m ost im p ort
ant o f  a ll the  above fortresses, and  w h en  it  
is term ed  im pregnable , i t  m ust be un d erstood  
th a t the term  is a p p lica b le , in  th e  sens* that 
G ib ra lta r  is su fficien tly  s tron g  to  h o ld  o u t  
against an y  fleet, du rin g  tl e in terim  requ ired  
fo r  a re liev in g  fo rce  to  bear on  the  ro ck  and 
crush  the besiegers.

G ib ra lta r  ia to -d a y  as m u ch  the
KEY TO THE MEDITERANEAN

A s  ever in  th e  p ast, and it  is th e  cen tre  
o f  a fo rm id a b le  line o f  fe rtified  sta tion s c o n 
nectin g  E n gla n d  w ith  her E ast In d ia n  p o s 
sessions. B u rk e  spok e  o f G ib ra lta r as “ a 
post o f  p e w e r , a p ost o f  s u p e r io r ity , o f  c o n 
n ection , o f  com m erce— on e w h ich  m akes us 
invaluab le  to  our friends and  d rea d fu l to  
ou r en em ies.”

G ib ra lta r ’s p red om in a n t strength  over 
M a lta  and  C yp ru s  is because o f  her in d e 
pendence o f  the  su p p ort  o f  a fleet in  the 
even t o f  a  sudden  a tta ck . W ith o u t  such 
p ro te ct io n  M a lta  and  th e  o th e r  linkB in  the 
ch a in  reach in g  to  In d ia  oou ld , on e  b y  one, 
ba tak en  b y  a w ell-h a n d led  m od ern  rqaad - 
ron . I t  has been  p rop osed  to  evacu ate  
M a lta  and C yp ru s, un der the reason ing 
th a t G ib ra lta r is able  to  gu ard  the approach  
to  In d ia . B y  su ch  an a ct , it  is a rgu ed , 
m any o f tho ships n ow  necessary to  the  d e 
fen ce  o f  M alta  and  C ypru s co u ld  be re ca ll
ed  to  the hom e squadron . N o w , aa a m atter 
o f  fa ot, G ib ra lta r can n ot h erself p rev en t the 
passage o f  a hostile  fleet th rou gh  the straits. 
T he sou th ern  shore  o f  the stra it  is n o t  fo r t i 
fied , n or  is it  lik e ly  th a t E nglish  guns w ill 
ev er  b e  m ounted  th ere , so lo n g  as tne so il is 
fo re ig n . In  earlier d ays a ll vessels— b eing  
B a i l i n g  cra ft— had to  h u g  the north ern  
shore  in  o rd er to  escape the stron g  cu rrent 
con sta n tly  flow in g  o u t  on  the  sou thern  side. 
T h is  v ir tu a lly  b rou g h t all vessels un d er th e  
guns of the  R o ck . B u t to -d a y  th ere  are 
fe w  cruisers w h ich  w o u ld  hesita te  abou t 
passing close  to  the  sou thern  sh ore , o r  even 
th rou gh  the extrem e range o f th e  th ir ty - 
e igh t guns. I t  is h ig h ly  p rob a b le , to o , that 
a run past the v e r y  fo r t  oou ld  be m ade at 
n ig h t w ith  s lig h t chances o f  susta in ing 
dam age. T h e  strait in  its  n a rrow est p art 
is n ine m iles w id e , and  th ou gh  som e of 
the  ordnan ce m ou n ted  can  “ fee l”  the sou th 
ern shore, it  has v e r y  litt le  c ta n c e  o f  h it 
t in g  a sw ift-m ov in g  cru iser steam ing fifteen  
or  s ix teen  k n ots .

W h e n  one cru iser can  ru n  the gaun tlet, 
another o f  equal e ffic ien cy  shou ld  stand  as 
g o o d  a chance. B a t  ib i« n o t  so m uch  the 
guns o f G ib ra lta r th a t  are to  b e  feared  as it 
is
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risin g  s to lid ly  ou t o f  the h a rb or . O ver them  
flies the  ensign  o f S t. G eorge , w h ile  a p e n 
nant announces th e  presence  o f  th e  M ed iter- 
anean squ adron  o f  the  B ritish  N a v y , a n ch o r 
ed  in G ibra ltar B ay . H ere  is the  real figh t
in g  exp on en t o f  the B ritish  p o w e r  u p  the 
stra its, and the sh ip  or  squ adron  th a t eludes 
these fe llow s  m ust b e  d o u b ly  a lert. I t  is 
th is  fo rce  th a t p a tro ls  th e  straits, u sing  G ib 
ra lta r as a coa lin g  sta tion  and d e p o t  o f  su p 
p lies— a d ep ot w h ere  repairs  m ay  be effected , 
and  thus p erm it o f  a stay  in  the station  
oth erw ise  im possib le  w ere  P ortsm ou th  or 
P ly m o u th  the nearest p o rt . A s  it  is, the  
passage o f  G ib ra lta r to -d a y  m eans, un d er o r 
d in a ry  circum stances, the  d estru ction  o f  
E n glan d 's  m ost p ow erfu l iron  cla d  oquadrons. 
T o  tak e G ib ra lta r w o u ld  in v o lv e  a ca lcu la tion  
as to h ow  lon g  the supp lies  w ith in  the p lace  
co u ld  h o ld  o u t . I t  Is sa id  that stores suffi
cien t fo r  seven  yea rs  are con sta n tly  on  hand.

T h e  B ritish  A d m ira lty  has a lw a ys  m ad e  
it  its  p o lic y  to k eep  a s tron g  naval fo rce  in  
th e  v ic in ity  o f  G ibra ltar. A lo n g  th e  w h ole  
o f  the  rou te  to  In d ia  p a tro l d u ty  is  p e r 
form ed . T h e  d u ty 'is  usua lly  ca rried  o u t  b y  
gu nboats . G ib ra lta r  ia , o f  con rse , the  h ea d 
quarters. A ll  th e  o th e r  lin k s  in  the  oh » in  
m ay  fa ll —M a lta , C y p ru s , P o r t  S a id , A d en  
and C o lom b o , b u t  th e  m ain  lin k , G ib ra lta r , 
w ill  y e t  rem ain .

THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

o f G ibra ltar was observedTby th e  Saracens as 
fa r  b ack  ae 711 A . D  , fo r , un der a leader 
nam ed S orik  Jen  S eya rd , th e y  land ed  and  
fo rtified  tb e  p lace  in  th a t yea r . DuriDg a 
p e r io d  o f 700 yea rs  G ib ra lta r  was ho ld  b y  
the M oors  or S aracen?, and was a con sta n t 
cause o f  w ar b etw een  the tw o  jraces. In
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1472 a Span ish  fo rce  un d er the  D u k e  o f 
M ed ina  S id on ia  w rested  the fortress  from  
the M oors and bo strengthen ed  it  that it  was 
con sid ered  im p regn ab le  B ut in  1704 the 
com b in ed  E n glish  and D a tch  fleets, under 
S ir  G eorge  R jo k  an d  the P rin ce  o f  H esse- 
D arm atadt, toe a  tho  rock  from  th e  Span iards 
and  hold  it  u n til 1713, w h en  it  w as given  to  
G reat B rita in  b y  the T re a ty  o f  U tre o b t . 
T h o  Span iards w o u ld  n ot le t  G ibra ltar g o  
w ith o u t an oth er stru gg le , and a tta ck ed  the 
p la ce  in  1727 ; b u t a  ceasation  o f hostilities  
m s  cam e abou t on  the sign ing  o f  prelitn in 
a r lo o e f  pea<C3 betw een  S pa in  and. E ngland.

T h o  noted  niege, w h ich  lasted  from  1779 
t o  1783, m arks on o  o f the  greawsst annals in 
B ritish  m ilita ry  h is tory , and  n ever d id  
troop *  w in  g u t t e r  ren ow n  than  d id  the 
fam ou s o r r i w i  that held  G ib ra lta r against 
th *  co m b in e d  fo rce s  o f  F ran ce  and  Spain. 
AU th o  im p lem en ts o f  w arfare  w are used  b y  
the  beelogors, b u t  the  r » c k  p rov ed  im p reg 
nable. C apt. D rin k  w ater, o f  the B ritish  
A rm y , is a u th ority  fo r  s ta tin g  that 1 .000 
fu w i w ere  b rou g h t to  bear b y  the a llies , and 
that in  the  ou ter  h a rb or w ere  a n ch ored  f o r t y - 
oeven ship* o f  th e  line  ca rry in g  the ensigns 
•f F ran ce  and Spain . T h e  stubbornness o f  
th e  d e fenders w as w on d erfu l, Us'h t in ?  aa th ey  
w ere against such  e a d s , b u t in  the end it  
b rou g h t v ic to ry  to th e  B ritish  atandards and 
Im m orta lized  E llio t  and  hia m en.

B ritish  troop s  m ay n ever again b e  oa lled  
n pon  te  h o ld  the rook  as th e y  d id  in  1780 , 
b a t , ju d g in g  from  the appearan ce o f the m en 
n ow  station ed  a t th e  p lace , G ibra ltar w ill 
never fa ll in  o rd in a ry  figh ting . — [N e w  Y o r k  
T im es.

F a t h e r la n d .
W h a t  is th is  E n glish  F ath erland  ? 
W h e re  d o  its  la stin g  landm arks stand ? 
N o t  o n ly  in  these isles o f ra in  
T h a t  fleat in  the A tla n t ic  m ain ,
W h e re  c lou d s  are con stan t, suns are 

rare ,
A n d  w in d s are stron g , n o t  on ly  there  !

N » t  o n ly  w h ere  th e  tem pests roar 
A ro u n d  th e  reck s  o f  L a b ra dor ,
O r w h ere  th e  len g th en in g  b illow s ro ll 
In  ic y  p astures to  the  P o le ,
W h e r e  A r c t ic  w in ters , b leak  and  bare , 
P erp etu a l re ign , nob o n ly  there  !

N o t  o n ly  w hare the  sun begu iles  
T h e  ch ild ren  o f the W estern  isles, 
W h e r e  siren  breez?s  w o o  tho  sail 
T o  ren d  in  Cajrriboan ga le ,
A n d  O rin o co 's  steeds uprear 
T h e ir  fleecy  m anes, n o t  o n ly  th ere  !

N o t  o n ly  w h ere  the seas enthral 
T h e  w ild  K a ffra ria , o r  N a ta l,
O r[w here A n ta r ct ic  w h ir lw in d s  poBt 
A lo n g  the vast A u stra lian  coast,
O r  U nger rou n d  T asm ania  fa ir 
W ith  sounds o f  h om e, n o t  on ly  there  1

N o t  o n ly  w h ere  tho  foun ta ins p la y  
In  C ashm ere and  the H im alaya ,
W h e re  G anges, In d u s , d ow n w a rd  pou r 
T h e ir  g o ld e n  stream a to  e ith er shore , 
A n d  so ft  C e y lo n  p erfum es tho air 
W ith  sp io y  ga les , n o t  o n ly  there  !

N o r  ty ra n t sea nor slavish  strand 
R e s tr ic t  ou r  E n glish  F ath erlan d ,
N o r  riv ers  b ou n d  nor la k e 3 d iv id e ,
N o r  m ounta ins sever in  th eir  p r id e  ; 
’T is  va in  to  ask  or  answ er, w h e re  ?
I t  is nob here, it  is n o t  there  !

’ T is w h ere  the  fire o f  F reed om  starts 
From  steady eyes and steadfast hearts, 
T h a t , w h en  tha w aves o f  license ro ll, 
U p h e a v e  th e  ro c k  o f  se lf-con tro l,
T o  s tem , to  shelter , and  to  bear ,
Our E n glish  F ath erlan d  ia th e re ?

W h e r e ’er w o  stand , w h ere ’er w e  ran ge , 
O ur soil b u t n ot ou r soul w e  ohanye ; 
W h e r e  hearts are true and  eyes are 

pure ,
A n d  bands are firm  and fa ith  is sure, 
W h e re  life  is sacred , lov e  is gran d , 
T h ere  is our E n glish  F  .th er la n d  !

P h i l i p  A c t o n ,

B R I T I S H  N E W S .

T h e  p o ta to  is d ecla red  to  be  d eteriora tin g . 
A «  it  is  p rop a ga ted  from  gen eration  to 
gen era tion  instead  o f  from  seed to  seed, it  
seem s to be on  th e  deoline.

V e n tn o r , on  the Is le  o f  W ig h t , is g rea tly  
w o r k e d  up  ov e r  the p erform an ce , fo r  the 
first t im e, o f  a m ilita ry  d r ill  on  Sunday 
a ftern oon  ou  th e  p ier. T h e  tow n  is to  be 
p o lle d  on tho question ,

P ra ctica l C hristia n ity  ia illu stra ted  b y  the 
B ish op  o f  D urham . Ha has ju st  fin ished  a 
ch uroh  at a cos t  o f  £ 8,000, as “  a thank 
offering  for  th e  b lessings vou ch sa fed  du rin g  
an ep iscop a te  o f  ten  y e a rs .”

T h o  la rgest sh ip  in  the  B ritish  n a vy , the 
T ra fa lg a r , launch ed  tw o  years ago , has at 
la st  tried  her engines, w ith  success. S he is 
345 fe e t  lon g , 73 fe e t  beam , and  12,818 
horsa p o w e r  d rov e  her 17.28 knots.

L a d y  C olin  C am pbell is w r itin g  a n ovel, 
w h ich  is to  appear sh o rtly , en titled  “  D arell 
B la k e .”  I t  ia th ou g h t th a t severa l persons 
prom in en t in  sooia l and literary  c irc les  w ill 
be m ore or  less fa ith fu lly  rep rod u ced .

A  B om b a y  new spaper annonnoes tw o  m a r
r ia g e s , in  on e  case th e  b rid e  b e in g  2  years 
a n d  in  th e  o th er  15 m onths, w h ile  tb e  b rid e 
g ro o m  w as  30. T h is .is  the  system  w h ich  
P u n d lta  R am abai is s trugg lin g  against.

F a th er H a y se e d ’s cu stom  o f  b low in g  ou t 
the gas w as reversed  b y  a g ir l b rou g h t u p  in 
L on d on  w h en  she first w en t o u t  to  service. 
A fte r  she had  gon e  to  b ed  her m istress n o t ic 
ed  th a t her oand le  had  been  le ft  burn in g, 
and w hen  asked w h y she d id n 't  p u t  it  ou t 
she rep lied  : “ P lease, m a ’am , I  d o  n o t  k n ow  
h ow  to (tu rn  it  o f f .”

I f  rep orts  be  tru e , E m m a A b b o t t  has had  
m ade the oostliest dress know n  to  th e  m od 
ern  dressm aker. I t  cos t $4,000. T h is  is 
m ere than  th ree  tim es as m uch as Sarah 
B ern h ardt 's  best g o w n , w h ich  coat S1.20U, 
and  n ea rly  seven  tim ea as m uch  as M m e. 
D aohe p a id , $600, fo r  a ll th e  costam es she 
used  in  crea tin g  the “ D am e au x  C am elias .”

F rom  a 'c o l le c t io n  o f  30,000 d a ta 'o n  the 
s u b je ct  o f  T h e  In fluen ce  o f  A g e s  o f  P arents 
on  the  V ita lity  o f  C h ildren , in  a p a p er re 
ce n tly  road  b e fore  a m eeting  o f the  H u n ] 
garlan  A ca d e m y  o f Sclenoes, it  appears that 
the ch ild ren  o f  parents un d er tw en ty -fou r  
are m ore w e a k ly  than those o f  r ip er age. 
T h e  h ea lth iest oh lldren  “i are those w hose 
fa th ers  are from  tw en ty -fiv e  to  fo r ty  years 
o ld , and  w h ose  m oth ers ai?e iro m  tw en ty  
to  th ir ty  yea rs  o ld .^  T h e  best m arriages are 
those in  w h ich  the hu sband is sen ior to  the 
w ife , b u t  a w om an  from  th irty  to  th irty - 
five years o ld  w ill have hea lth ier ch ildren  if 
her husband be som ew hat y ou n g er than h er
self.

T H E  A R I Z O N A  K I C k E R .

T lie  J o y s  a I’ ll S orro w s  o l  a  F a r W e ste rn  
E d ito r .

M a n y  T h a n k s.— T u esd a y  last w e  w ere 
seized  w ith  an a tta ck  o f  A p a ch e  c o lic , and 
w ith in  ten  m iau tes from  the tim e  the g r ip  
first took  h o ld  w e w ere tied  in  seven  k inds 
o f hard k n ots  and  w a n ted  a m ul am  to 
h o ld  ua. I t  shou ld  b e  exp la in ed  th a t th is 
oolio  is n ex t  d o o r  to  A s ia tic  ch o lera , and  
w h en  it  tak es h e ld  it  m eans business at 
w holesa le  rates. W *  w ere  s tr io u t ly  ill fo r  
tw o  d a ys  and  n ig h ts , d u rin g  w h ioh  tim e w> 
had s o r e s  e f  ca llers, aad  eu r fr ie n d s  w ere 
anxiou s to  exten d  e very  a id . D a rin g  the  
ten  hours in  w h ich  It w as th ou g h t w e  m ust 
tu rn  up  eu r tees  business w as m o st ly  sus
p en d ed  in  to w n , an d  eu r co n d it io n  w as b u l
letin ed  e v e ry  fifteen  m inutes. O a r  w arm est 
th an k s a re  d ue to  eu r friends and  acq u a in t
ances and the p u b lic  gen era lly . W e  are now  
a b*u t again and shall be m ere aareful in 
fu tu re . T h is  sew n  oa n 't  a ff*rd  to  lese  ns 
ja s t n o w ,  and  w e  realfe* m ore th a n  ever 
that our death  w o u ld  b o  a serious set b ack  
to  the ent<ire state .

C orre ctio n .— Som e three w eek s  s in ce  the 
“ K ic k e r ”  m ade the sta tem en t th a t C harley  
J  obnson , p rop rie tor  or the I r o n R » o f  w h is k y - 
hele  on  A p a cn e  avenu e, w as d r iv e n  ou r o f 
T uoson  fo r  h is gen era l b ad  ch aracter , and  w e  
th rew  o u t a mrggesMen th a t on r  v lg llanoe 
co m m ilte e  m ig h t h it  the  nail en  the head  b y  
a tten d in g  to  h is case. M r . J ehnasn  haa oa ll
ed  at the “ K ic k e r ”  offioe and show n  us le t 
ters w h ich  satisfy  ns that w e  m ad e  a m is 
tak e. In stead  o f  betn j; a b ad  m an he is a 
very  h u m ble  an d  co n tr ite  in d iv id u a l, p e r 
fe c t ly  w illin g  to  bo k lok ed  and cu ffed  a bou t, 
and he le ft  T u cson  because th e  p e o p le  o b 
je c te d  to  h is breath , w h ich  is n o t  e x a c t ly  
id en tica l w ith  n ew -m ow n  h a y . H is  breath  
ia a ll r ig h t  here and he p rep eses  to  tak e 
r ig h t  h o ld  and  b ecom e one o f  us and  a id  in  
th e  w o rk  o f m ak in g  th is  tow n  a secon d  C h i
cago.

W e  1) j fy  T h e m .— A t  th e  last session  o f 
the com m on  cou n cil A id . J im  J ack son  g s t  
hia b ow  leg.! un der h im  and s to o d  u p  to 
rem ark th a t he  w as In fa ver  o f  tak in g  tho 
c ity  p r in tin g  a w a y  from  the “ K ic k e r "  be 
cause o f on r  abuse o f th a t officia l b e d y . 
T h e  c ity  p r in t in g !  Y s  gods I A ll  our b ill 
am ounts to  fe r  the  last qu arter is 70 cen ts  1 
Y es  w e hava ta lk ed  p re tty  p la in  to  the 
a lderm en. T h ere  Isn’ t nil honest on o  in  the 
w h o le  gang . H i  ere isn ’ t a m an o f them  w h o 
isn ’ t soak ed  in  w h isk y  tw o -th ird s  o f  the 
tim e and  w h o  w o u ld n ’t lie , ch eat, stea l, ro b , 
or em bezzle on  th e  s lig h test p rov oca tion . 
A s a gang th e y  ou gh t to  be sent to  state 
p rison  on  gen era l p rin c ip les , and  the sooner 
tbe  be tter , I f  th e  co u n cil im agines that 
the “ K ’ck e r”  w ill  k eop  s t i l l  on  th em  fo r  15 
oents a w eek  it  is m ak in g  a great m istak e.

N o t  Y e t .— W o  are n o t  y e t  a u thorized  to  
w rite  “ P . M .”  a fter su r  nam e, b u t  w e  are 
w o rk in g  hard and  wiU h ave the p ostm aster - 
ehip  o i thia offioe o r  lose  a le ? . T h e  present 
in cu m b en t is a  H o k e  e f  the first w a ter aud  
has g o t  to  le t  go . W e  have w r itten  M r. 
W an am a k er severa l e o n file n t ia l letters  and 
have fo rw a rd ed  him  severa l com m unica tions 
re flectin g  p u b lic  op in ion , and a lth ou gh  he 
seem s in clin ed  to hang o ff  on  us i t  is o n ly  a 
q u estion  o f tim e w h en  he m u tt g iv e  in . W e  
k n ow  than w e  are the o n ly  m an  in  tow n  
fitted  tu b e  postm a ster, and  it  w ill e ith e r  
com e  to  us o r  M r. W a n a m a k e r  w ill n o t  last 
s ix  m onths.

A lw a y s  at H e m e .— C oroner T om  B lack m an  
w hen  sum m on ed to  h o ld  an inquost o a  the 
dead  b o d y  o f  “  R o d -H e a d e d  P a rk in s ,”  the  
gam bler w h o  oom m itted  su lcid o  tw o  w eeks 
ago, w as s »  b e fu d d le d  w ith  p o o r  w h isk y  that 
he a cted  lik e  a fo o l . W e  had  to  step  in  and 
d o  the business fo r  h im , and  because the 
K ick er  g a v e  h im  som e g o o d  ad v ice  in  its n ex t 
issue he is n ow  b low in g  aroun d  th a t he  has 
cam p ed  on  ou r tra il and  m eans to  have ou r 
life . R a ts  1 I f  T om  B la ck m a n  w an ts  ou r 
sca lp  le t  h im  com e fo r  it. W o  are a lw a ys  at 
h om e the w h o le  tw e n ty -fo u r  hours th rou gh , 
and  w e  b e lieve  that w e  can tak e g o o d  care o f 
ourself. H e  can  com e w ith  sh otgun  or to m a 
h a w k — d a y  or n igh t— alone or  in  com p a n y . 
W e  shall d o  our best to  d rop  h im  b e fore  he 
d oes  us, and  in  case w e  are asked  to  h o ld  the 
inquest on h im  it  shan ’ t co s t  the  
co u n ty  a cen t. W e 'l l  d o  even  b e tte r— w e ’ll 
g ive  him  as fine an ob itu a ry  n otice  as w ou ld  
cos t  h im  $100 in  C h icago .

T w e n t y - F o u r  D o l l a r s  f o r  N e w  
Y o r k ’ s  S i t e .

T h e  L on d on  “ S t. J a n w  G »ze tte  ' states 
that w h ile  exam in in g th e  p u b lio  arch ives at 
T h e  H a gu e  re ce n tly  G en . G ran t W ilso n  
“  m et w ith  » le tter  a d dressed  to  the  S tates- 
G en era l o f  th e  U n ite d  N eth erlan d s  b y  P . 
Schagen , d a ted  A m sterd a m , N ov em b er  7, 
1626, a nnou ncing  th e  p urchase o f  the  Island  
o f M anh attan  b y  the D a tch  W e s t  In d ia  
C om p a n y  fo r  the sum  o f  $24, or say £5 . 
T w o  days la ter ?he w as so fo rtu n ate  as to 
find the or ig in a l d eed , w h ich  had  la in  p trd u  
fo r  263 years am on g  the papers o f  an ancient 
D u tch  fa m ily , A m sterd a m  fu rn ished  e igh t 
o f  th e  19 delegates from  five  cham bers o f  
m anagers o f  tb e  com p a n y , lo ca ted  in  the 
five p rin c ip a l c i t k s  o f H o lla u d . In  the 
fa m ily  o f  perhaps the  m oat im p orta n t o f  the 
A m sterd am  de legates, i t  is presu m ed , the  
deed  has rem ain ed  Bince the  ye a r  1626. 
G enera l G ran t W ilB on ex p e c ts  to  be  a b le  to 
p urchase the  d eed  and tak e it  w ith  him  
w h en  b e  returns to  N e w  Y o r k  in  O ctob er , 
in  o rd er  to  p laoe  it  in  the en stod y  o f  the 
c ity  o r  S tate o f  N e w  Y o r k . * * * T h e
d isco v e ry  o f  th>s deed  waR m ade in  the  
cou rse  o f  reaearchea con cern in g  M rs. W i l 
son ’ s B aya rd  acoeatora, w h o  w e n t to  the  
N e w  W o r ld  in 1647, w ith  the last o f  the 
D u tch  G overn ors  o f  N e w  N eth erla n d , the 
ce leb ra ted  P e te r  S tu yvesa n t.”

A r e  th e n u m b e ro f p eop le  w h o  are w ea ry  o f  
life  a o tu a lly ln cre a a in g o rd o  th ep a p ers  m ake 
m ore  o f th e  su icides n ow  a d a y s ?  I t  m ay 
n o t  be easy to  say. O a e  th in g  is ev id en t. 
T h e  su icid e  ro ll is a v e r y  large one, and 
isn ’t i t  cu rious th a t so m an y o f those  u n fo r 
tunates are e ith er fa rm ers o r  farm era ' w iv es?  
T h a t d oes n o t  say  m uch  fo r  th e  su p p osed ly  
h ea lth y  in d ep en d en t life  w h ich  is to  be had  
on the fa rm . W h a t  ia the cauae ? Ib the 
fa rm er’s life  as it  gen era lly  is , too  to ilsom e 
and to o  lon e ly  ? L o n e ly , i t  m ay  be, b u t  that 
it  is m ore to ilsom e than  any o th er  o cc u p a 
t io n , w e  ca n n ot see, w h ile  a bou t ita in 
d ep endence th ere  can  be  litt le , i f  any d ou b t, 
that is if  a m an has fa ir ly  g o o d  land  and 
k n ow s his business passab ly  w e ll. F o r  a 
g o o d  p a rt o f  the  yea r  a fa rm er has m ore 
leisure than  a n y  class w h ioh  co u ld  be m en
tion ed . H e  has a lw ays his fo o d  at an y  ra te , 
and it  is a lm ost a lw a ys  hia ow n  b lam e if  he 
has n o t  a g rea t  dea l m ore. I<i is possib le , 
h ow ever th a t  th e  roason w h y  th ere  are m ore 
suicides am on g farm era is m uch  the sam e as 
w h y  w h ite  sheep eat m ore grass than  b lack  
ones, v iz ., th a t there  are m ore o f them .

T h e  E l i x i r  o f  L i f e .
W e  re ferred  the  oth er w eek  in a hu m orous 

and m ore than ha lf scep tica l ve in  to  som e a l
le g e d  w on d erfu l d iscovery  m ade b y  the  d is 
tin gu ished  F ren ch  S urgeon , D r. B row n - 
S <j rard as the rew ard  o f som e tw e n ty  years 
o f  d ilig en t research . I t  w as a true e lix ir  
o f life , so th e  rep orts  said. D rin k in g  o f it , 
a m an d id  n o t  n ecessarily  live  forev er , bu t 
he lived  w ith  m ore  p leasure to  h im self and 
co m fo rt  to  o th e r  p a op le  w h ile  the v ita l spa rk  
held  on  to  burn . H e  ren ew ed  his y o u th  to  
som e ex ten t, even  th ou g h  it  co u ld  n o t  be  
litera lly  said  that he m ou n ted  u p  as on  w ings 
o f  eagles, ru n n in g  w ith e u t  w eariness and  
w a lk in g  w ith o u t fa in tn ess as in the h a lcy o n  
days o f  y o u th , w h ioh  the race  has a lw a ys  
b  ion w o n t to  m ou rn  as one o f  th e  preciou s  
things w h ich  o n ly  c*m e  to  each  hum an 
b r ia g  enoe in  a  life  t im e , and  w h ioh  w h en  
gon e, is gon e  foreverm ore , B row n -S eq a ard  
was h era lded  a< the m an w h o  had  d iscovered  
the a n tidote  to  the  terrib le  p o ison  in s till
ed  in to  th e  r a je  a t the tim e o f 
E re 's  tem p ta tion  and  A d a m ’s fa ll. 
T he seekers be fore  h im  h ad  la bou red  
nneuocessfu lly , b u t  be  had  en tered  in to  th e ir  
labours, and n o w , a t last the  secret w h ich  
the ead e y e d , h oa ry  b ead ed  alohem ists o f  all 
the ages had  in  va in  tried  to  g rasp , had  been  
erea tod  fro m  N a tu re ’s u n w illin g  hand by  th is  
F ren ch  S avant o f  the N in eteen th  C e n tu ry . 
A nd  he had  fou n d  it  in  th e  en tra ils  o f  y o u n g  
sw ins. In  th a t u n lik e ly  p lace  it  w as th a t  
the  fou n ta in  o f y e n th  w as d iscovered . H o w  
these o ld  travel w orn  voy a gers  w o u ld  have 
stared had  an yon e  to ld  them  that w h at th ey  
had jeu rn ey ed  m an y  lon g  and  w ea ry  leagues 
to find , and  w ith o u t  success, r?as a ctu a lly  
ru nning a b ou t th e  nearest fa rm ya rd  in  a ll 
the  »q le a k in g  inq u isitive  freed om  o f y ou n g  
p ig h co d . T h e  first th ou g h t, w ith  m ost 
p eop le , and  d ou b tless  th o  secon d  th ou gh t as 
w ell, on  readlD g o f th is w on d erfu l d isc o v e ry , 
was that so m eb od y  w as “  g e tt in g  ofi "  a jo k e  
on the  w or ld , and  floating  it  ov er  the nam e 
of th is  b r illia n t  F ren ch m an . W h a t  m akes 
this v ie w  n o t  oo lik e ly  as i t  w ou ld  o th er
w ise have been  is the fa ot that the w ell- 
kn ow n  and h ig h ly  esteem ed  A m e r ica n  
specia list, D r . W illia m  A .  H a m m on d , is re 
p orted  to have been  exp er im en tin g  w ith  D r . 
B row n -S eq u a rd ’s “ E lix ir ,”  and  to  b av e  s e 
cu red  a ston ish ing  resu lts w ith  it . N o w  
this changes a la u gh in g  soeptica l fa ce  in to  a 
m u ch gra ver one. A ssu red ly  non e w ou ld  v e n 
ture to  a p p en d  such  a nam e as D r. H a m 
m on d ’s to  any such  “  w ild -goose  ”  ta le  as 
th is a b ou t an “  E lix ir  o f  L i fe ,”  un less there  
was som eth in g  in  it , and  if there  is  som e
th in g  in  i t ,  h ow  can  an yon e  te ll h ow  m uoh 
u n til the  m atter has been  fu lly  in v estiga ted  
by  com p eten t w itnesses. D r . H a m m on d , so 
the re p o rt  states, w as at first in clin ed  to  
treat th e  w h o le  th in g  as a bare fa ce d  ca n 
a rd , b u t  su b seq u en tly  reoe ived  such  d e ta il
ed  a ccou n ts  ot B row n -S a q aa rd ’a m eth od s 
and resu lts, th a t his ocoptio lsm  y ie ld e d  so 
far as to  a llow  him  to m ak e som e in v e st ig a 
tion s  fo r  h im self. T h e  resu lts h ave been  

such  as to aston ish  h im . H e  began  e x p e r i
m entin g  on  an o ld  m an w h o  w as 
d ecrep it  to  th e  last degree . W ith in  a 
w eek , the  be in g  w h o  had m ore  than  one fo o t  
in  th e  g r a v e , and w as fe e b ly  to tte r in g  _ to  
his lon g  rest, w as sh ow in g signs o f  retu rn in g  
v i ta lity  w h ich  w ere  a ll b u t  in cred ib le . H e  
haa re fu ted  to  say m uoh un til his cou rse  o f  
exp erim en t has been  con clu d ed , w h ioh  w ill 
n o t  be fo r  som e w eeks y e t . B u t fro m  w h a t he 
has seen h im self he ia said  to  h ave no  ten d 
e n cy  to  trea t the question  o f a p ossib le  “ re- 
new er o f  y o u th ”  w ith  the flippant in cre d u lity  
w h ich  ia the  in stin ctiv e  a tt itu d e  tak en  b y  
th e  m ind  in  theae d a ys  tow a rd s  v iew s so  
“ v is ion a ry ”  and  “ u n p ra otica l.”  T h ere  is 
certa in ly  som eth ing  v e r y  stran ge a bou t it  
all. I f  a d isco v e ry  o f som a unusual k in d  
has actu a lly  been  m ade, and the rep orts  
a bou t ita a ct ion  are n o t  g ross ly  e x a g g e r 
a ted , the  results ob ta in ab le  are  a lm ost m ir 
acu lous in  the ra p id ity  w ith  w h ich  th e y  
com e , and th e ir  m arvelons ch aracter . T h ose 
w h o  w ere at d ea th ’s d o o r  have com e b ack  to  
an am ount o f  hea lth  and strength  w h ioh  
alm ost suggested  a resu rrection . A s  w as to 
be e xp ected , th e  s u b js ct  has a lready  a ttra ct
ed w o r ld -w id e  a tten tion , and  thousands 
u p on  thousands o f  acientifio gen tlem en  are  
d iscussing B row n  S equ ard  and  his E lix ir  o f  
L ife , and w on d erin g  w h eth er th e  th in g  is 
all a fa rce , o r  th e  w o r ld  has rece ived  another 
fo rc ib le  lesson on  the great tru th  that there  
are m any m ore th ings in  heaven  and  on  
earth  than  w e  dream  o f  in  ou r ph ilosop h ies .

S u f f e r in g  S ea l's .
Seal fish ing is one o f  the  greatest in d u s 

tries o f  the  N e w fo u n d la n d  coa st, th eir  sk in s 
b rin g in g  fabu lous p rices  as artic les  o f  w e a r
ing  a p p are l, w h ile  th e  o il is usefu l fo r  m an y 
purposes.

T h e  dw ellers  o f  the  frozen  n orth  m ak e 
clo th in g , b oa ts , tents and  even  oook in g  
utensils from  the akin o f  seals, and  use their 
flash fo r  fo o d .

T hese anim als are am on g  the m ost in 
terestin g  o f  th e  anim als th a t have th eir  
hom es in tb e  w aters . T h e y  h a ve  g rea t  so ft  
b ro w n  eyes th a t gaze at y o u  w ith  the in n o 
cen t w on d erin g  lo o k  one sees in  the eyes o f  
a oa lf, and  lon g  b e fore  com m erce  J ou n d  use 
io r  the  seal th eir  in te llig en ce  and  d o o ilty  
ga v e  them  a p laoe  in  the  fo lk  lo re  o f  th e  
n orth .

S cotlan d  and  th e  S cand inavian  peop les  gave 
b irth  to m an y ch arm in g  legends based 
on  the b e lie f th a t seals o fttim es  transform ed  
th em selves  in to  hum an shapes.

T h e y  are g e n t l e ,  e a s i l y  d o m e s t i c a t e d  and 
becom in g  va ry  m u c h  a t t a c h e d  to  th e ir  
h u m a n  f r i e n d a ;  t h e y  a r e  a l a o  v e r y  e a B i ly  
t r a i n e d ,  l e a r n i n g  a l l  th e  tricka  t h a t  d ogs 
perform .

I t  is said  th a t w hen  d istressed  the seal 
n o t  o n ly  g iv es  v o ic e  to  its  sorrow  in  p la in tive  
cr ies , b u t  th a t  g re a t  tears w ill  ro ll  from  its  
eyes.

T h e  N ew fou n d la n d  seal fisheries furnish  
ov er  700,0C0 skins to com m eroe an n u ally , and 
A la sk a  a bou t a th ird  that n u m b e r ; and 
w h at is m an ’s retu rn  fo r  th is  revenue of 
o f  m o n e y ?  Seals are cru e lly  k ille d . O ff 
the  N ew fou n d la n d  coa st th e y  are sk inned  
b e fore  life  is e x t in c t , d esp ite  tb e ir  cr ies  and 
w r i things.

D u rin g  th e  p a st spr in g  ov er  500,000 o f  
theae p oor  creatura T ere  cap tu red  and  b rought 
to  H a lifa x  and  S t. J o h n , and  a ll had  been  
k ille d  in  a  b arba rou sly  cru e l m anner. S uch  
trea tm ent m erits  the in d ign ation  o f  the  
w h ole  c iv ilized  w o r ld , and it  is a p ity  that 
the age d oes n o t  still b e lieve  the o ld  legen ds 
that w ou ld  c lo th  the  seals w ith  p o w e r  to  r e 
tu rn  in  o th e r  form s and  to w reak  ven geance 
on  th eir  p ersecu tors  ; and  y e t  it seem s that 
a m an w h o co u ld  tak e the sk in  and  fa t  from  
a liv in g  anim al w h ile  its  m oans bespeak s ita 
anguish and its great eyes  p lead  fo r  p ity  
w ou ld  n o t  listen  to  aDy sp ir it  o r  liv in g  crea 
tu re , o r  to the sm all v o ice  w ith in . — [T h e  
N o w  O rleans P ica yu n e .


