
E L S I E ' S  B I R T H D A Y  G I F T .
A  S T O R Y  O F  W O M A N  S D E V O T IO N .

“ I b is  K jsie 's  b irth d a y , M i r y ;  had  y o u  
fo rg o tte n  ?'•

M rs. L a n gton  lo ok ed  np  from  her p lato , 
w ith  tender, sorrow fu l eyes,

“  N o . D ear E laie, h ow  co u ld  I  forg et 
B u t  I  have no present fo r  her ; it  la ae le c g  
s in ce  I  have baMi ■But o f tho  h ou se .”

Sho said  th iu nob m u rm u rin g ly , th ou gh  
M rs. L a n g ton ’s Ufa had  been one « f  lon g  
su ffering , and the s u « m e r , w ith  its f ljw e rs  
and  fru its , had  lo ft  h «r  as it  had  fe o n d  her, 
a pa tien t in va lid . B u t E  isle, w ith  her 
sw eet , g ir lish  lau gh ter , and sunshiny ey»B, 
m ade sum m er svery w h ere , and  ga v e  M rs. 
L a n g ton , th rou gh  tho k eecn ess  o f her s y m ­
p a th y , a p  )rti#n  o f her ow u  pleasure.

M r . L a n g ton  took  a sm all m orocce  case 
o u t  o f  h is p a ck et , a ad  allow ed it  t# hts w ife .

“  M y  g i f t  is  M  be  a lo c k e t ,"  he said. 
“  E ls ie  w as a dm iring  C ecilia  M ubarly 'a  the 
o th er  d a y , and it  gave m e the Idea o f g e tt in g  
her on e  as m uch  H ie  it as p tm ib le . L » o k , 
m y  dear ; fo r  «. n ov ice  in  su ch  th ings, the 
im ita tion  is n ot b ad . I  ek otobed  the design  
m yse lf, and B ansen has carried  it  o u t  very  
s k il l fu lly .1’ M rs. L in g to n  took  It in  her 
hand, and  exa m in ed  i l  w ith  a p p ro v in g  in 
te r e s t ; b u t th ou gh  a fa in t sm ile hovered  
across her lip s , w h en  she gav<> it  b&ck, a 
tear g lis ten ed  am on g the pearls.

“  W ell, M a ry , you  say n oth ip g . H a ve  3 
ch osen  b a d l y ? '

“ N o , in d eed , W a lt e r ;  it  co u ld  nos be 
p re t t ie r .”

“  T hen , w h y  d o  you  lo o k  so aad, m y  lov e  i "  
B e fore  M rs. L ungton cou ld  have answ ered , 

even  if she had in ten d ed  to d o  so , the  d oor  
opened  q u ick ly , and  E U ie , her cheeks red 
daned  w ith  exercise , her e y esg low h og , d arted  
iu , and cam e sm iling  to  her m oth er ’s s id e .

“  D-oar m am m a, w h y  d id  y o u  g e t  u p  so 
early  ? Y o u  w ill be  so tired  b e fore  the n ight 
com es ! ’

“  I  w anted  to g iv e  you  a p leasant surprise 
on  you r b ir th d a y ."

“  T h en  it  was d e c id e d ly  w r o n g ,"  answer- 
e d E ls io , w ith  a p ro tty  p o u t ; and then so ftly , 
as she kissed her. “  Y o u  k n ow  I  shou ld  love  
to  have you , if it  w ere r ig h t , d arlin g  ; bu t 
y o u  w ill fee l so w ea ry  all d a y . ’ ’

“  Ttien I  can  lie d o w n ."
M r. L angton  ca llcd  E ls ie ’s a tten tion  to 

th e  io ck a t  a t th is ju n ctu re , and so her re 
m onstrances term in ated  sudden ly .

“  I  have n oth in g  fo r  y o u ,”  h is w ife  said  ; 
“  b u t  papa 's  present m ust d o  fo r  b o th .”

“ O h, m am m a, as if  1 w anted  a nyth in g  
b eyon d  the fee lin g  th a t y o u  b o th  loved  m e ! * 

A n d  then , seeing that M r. L a n g ton  look ed  
a litt le  d isa p p oin ted , she f l in g  herself in to  
his arm s, and th a n k ed  him  b r ig h tly  and 
f a i l y  fo r  his th ou g h tfu l present, and d e c la r ­
ed  she had never seen Buch a p re tty  lo ck et  
in  all her life.

A u d  y o u  rea lly  adm ire it , E lsie  V'
“  W’ h y , y o u  k n ow , p a p a , it has been  m y 

F»cret am b ition  to  have one lik e  C ecilia  
,\5 a b e r ly 's .’ ’

“ I f  you r am b ition  had been  secret how  
* >nld I  have k n ow n  i t ? ’ he ask ed  w ith  
i ■ u lgent irony .

O c ly  that I n ever said  bo. ”
“ N o t  e x a ctly  in  w o r d s ; b u t m y little  

E ls ie  is a v e ry  transparent p erson , and 
m akes her m od erate  desires q u ite  clear 
w ith ou t p u ttin g  them  in to  phrases.”

“  A m  I  too  transparent, p tp a  ?”
“  N o t  fo r  you r present circum stances, a s ­

s u re d ly .”
“  F or  w hat circum stances, then  ?’ ’
“  S upposing  you  w ore a lone in  the w or ld , 

y o u  w ou id  need  m ore ca u t io n .”
“  B ut I  n ever shall b e ,”  said  ih e  g ir l, 

w ith  a ligh t  shudder. “  I  shell a lw ays have 
y o u  and  m am m a to tak e  oare o f  m e .”

A lw a y s  1 A h  I so i t  is w ith  those w h o 
have n o t  k n ow n  the sorrow  of a grea t loss. 
T h e  w o lf  m ay en ter e very  oth er fo ld  ; bu t 
he dare n ot in vad e theirs , because it  is theirs. 
O thers are d ep rived  o f parents a r d  fr ien d s , 
b u t th eir  b lin d  secu rity  n evor fa ils  them  
u n til the  d estroy er  com es in to  their m idst, 
and  takes ou t o f th eir  v e r y  arm s the b e loved  
o n e , w h om  th ey  w ou ld  have ahed their b lood  
g la d ly  to  save.

M rs. L a n gton  op en ed  her lips  to  rep rove  
E lsie  for  her un reason ing con fiden ce , and 
then c losed  them  as su dden ly . A fte r  all, 
i t  m ig h t b o  as w ell to  le t  the  g ir l hope 
w h ilst she cou ld . T h ere  w as a m in u te ’s 
silene“ , and t h e : M r. L a n g ton  said  ga ily  
enou gh , a lth ough  w ith  effort, “ Y o u  w ill 
w ear m y  g ift  to -n ig h t, E leie  ? ’’

“  T o  n ig h t ; yes , papa. B u t w h y 
“ Y o u  are go in g  to  spend the even ing at 

M rs. M aberly 'a , are you  n o t ? 1’
“  I  hi.vo refu sed , papa. I  th ou g h t I  

w ou ld  n et leave m am m a, as she ia n ot 
s tro n g .”

M rs. L -.n gton  lo ok ed  at her w ith  vary  
lo v in g  eyes.

“ Y o u  are a good  g ir l, E ls ie , but I  ca n ’t 
have you  shut you rse lf up in  th is w a y , and 
on  y o u r  b ir th d a y , too . A t  e igh teen  I  lik ed  
ga iety  m y s e lf ,”

“  I  shall ba q u ite  h a p p y  at hom e, m am m a. 
I  sent C ecilia  w o rd  last n ig h t that 1 Bhould 
n o t  b e  able  to  c o m e .”

“  A n d  I  shall send her w o rd  this m orn ing  
th a t I  have no  in ten tion  o f  a ccep tin g  you r 
secrifice , E lsie . I t  is p a y in g  y o u r  papa  a 
p oor  com p lim en t to  Buppose that he ca n ­
n ot enterta in  m e .”

“ Oh ! b u t I  d id n ’ t m ean th a t .”
“ O f cou rse  y o u  d id n ’ t, E lsie . T h e  p r in c i­

p le  o f  y o u r  w h ole  life  has been self abn ega ­
tion , aud  n ow  it has b ecom e a ha b it that 
rea lly  requ ires ch ock in g . Y o u  w ill g o  t o ­
n igh t to  p lease m e ; and if I  sh ou ld  be  taken 
w orse , o r  a n yth in g , I  w ill send fo r  y o u .”  

T h is  p rom ise  settled  the question . In  
her heart E lsie  h ad  lon ged  to  go , fo r  her 
o ld  p la y -fe llo w , L aw ren co M a e e r ly , had  
ju st  returned  from  In d ia , an,I it  w ou ld  be 
p leasant to see him  again . H a had gon e 
aw ay a lad  ; he  w ou ld  corns b ack  a m an, to 
find  litt le  E ls ie  a ta ll, beau tifu l g ir l o f  
e igh teen — a n ob le  w om an , instead  ot a sw eet 
ch ild .

A n d  h e ?  W o u ld  he be a ltered  e n ly  in  
fa ce , E lsie  w on d ered . H e  had on ce  ca lled  
her h is “ litt le  w ife  ; ”  b u t n ow  it  w ou ld  be 
" M is s  L a n g to n ,”  no  d o u b t ; and in  the w h ir l 
r*nd tu rm oil o f  h is life , these la te  yeara, the 
ve ry  m em ory  o f the  o ld  days w on ld  h ave 
fa d ed , leaving  b u t a fa in t trace beh ind . O f 
cou rse , it  was on ly  n a tu ra l; m en cann ot 
s ta y  at hom e and nurse th eir  ten d er reco lle c  
tion s as w om en d o  ; and y e t , E U ie th ou gh t 
that i f  he w ere to  m eet her w ith  a co ld  
haud, and un sm ilin g la ce , if  w ou id  seem  
b itte r ly  hard.

She n erved  herself fo r  th is, too . O ver 
and over  again she to ld  herseif that it m ight 
be  so , u n til the iteration  w earied  and  irr ita t­
ed , and Bhe w as g lad  to  push the th ou gh t

from  her, and buBy h erseif w ith  the s im ple  
details o f  her to ile tte  fo r  the  even ing.

E lsie  w as n ot a eoq u ette— no trne-hearbed 
w om an ev e r  w as— and y e t  she lingered  
aw hile, in fro n t  o f  the  m irror , heldias* the 
splendid  massoa o f  her sunny hair in  both  
hands, and w anderin g  h ow  she ahould  w ear 
It co-n ight. W hilst) sho s till h es ita ted , M rs. 
LuDgtmn oam e in. E 's ie  d rop p ed  the rich  
tresses, and s toop ed  to  h ide her q a lok  blush 
of sham e. B a t  M rs. L a n g ton  w as a you n g  
w om an s till, k in d ly  and sym p ath etic  besides, 
and it  w ou ld  n o t  have stru ck  her to  rep rove  
her daugh ter fo r  a litt le  natura l v a n ity .

M a rr ied  at s ix teen , M rs . L a n gton  had been 
a m other w hen  she w as still a lm ost a ch ild . 
E lsie  w as her first b o ro , b u t yea r  a fter year 
«Sher ch ild ren  w ere  g iven  h er , w h o  scarce ly  
opened  th eir  eyes in  th is  oo ld  w o r ld , ere 
th ey  c losed  them  again , sh iverin g , and E lsie  
rem ained  the first and  on ly  one M rs, L an gton  
had to  love . H er heart w as sore ly  tried  b y  
these repeated  losseB, and y e t  she n ever re ­
pined  ; and her p sr fe ct  fa ith  and resignation  
w ere v e ry  sw eet m em ories to  E U ie  in the 
lon g  fu tu re  yeara.

“  Y o u  muse be q u ick , m y lo v e ,”  M rs. 
L a n g jo n  aaid ; “  the  M abarlys  d in e  at five , 
and it  is a lready ha lf-p ast fo u r .”

E ls ie  Im prisoned  bhe loose  m asses c f  hot 
ha ir on ce  m ore , and  began  to  tw ist  and  turn 
them  in her d e ft  fiDgera, u n til th e y  form ed  
a sh in ing coron et ov er  her low , w h ite  brow . 
A  B i m p l e  w h ite  dress, w ith  a b lu e  r ib b on  at 
the w a ist, tha lo ck e t  rou n d  her slender 
n cck , and E ls ie 's  to ile t  w as com p le te . B a t  
there w as a flush on  her ch eek , and a 
ligh t  in  her eyes w h ich  ms.de her *w eet loves 
lines aa brillian t as co u ld  ba d esired , and 
M rs. L a n g ton  g a z jd  at her w ith  as m uch  
p rid e  as a ffection .

C om in g  ou t o f  the g loom  c f  tw ilig h t into 
the Buddeu lig h t  o f  m an y candlea, E ls ie ’s 
dnzzlad g lan ce  took  in  b u t va g u ely  the  o u t ­
line o f  a few  con fu sed  figures in  M rs. M aber- 
ly 's  d ra w in g  room . C ec ilia ’s k iss waa the 
first rea lity , fo llo w e d  b y  one a trifla  less 
cord ia l o n ly  from  M rs, M a b arly . T h en  the 
d o c to r  held  o u t  his hand, and begun som e 
jestin g  referen ce to  hi* son b eing  a p erfect 
etrangor, go in g  th rou gh  the cerem on y  o f in ­
trod u ction  in  due form .

E lsie  glanced  u p  sh y ly  then  un der the 
sh adow  o f her lon g  lashea, and th ere  atood  a 
ta ll, b roa d -sh ou ld ered , broE zod  m an, 
“  beard ed  lik e  a p a rd ,”  w ith  am iling b lue 
eyes, and lips  aa so ft  and  sensitive  aa a 
w om a n ’s th ou gh  h a lf h id d en  b y  a s ligh t 
b lon d o  m ustache. L a w ren ce  had possession  
o f her hand b y  th a t tim e, and h eld  it  in a 
vice,

“  A n d  ao th is is m y  litt le  p la y fe llo w  o f 
years b ack , g row n  to  w o m a n ’s e s ta te ,”  he 
said , regard in g  her w ith  a con tem p la tive  e x ­
pression  that sh ow ed  a n yth in g  b u t d isa p ­
p rob a tion  at the change. “  Y o u  n ever p ro m ­
ised to be  ao ta ll, E ls ie .”

“  I  d o n ’ t rem em ber stip u la tin g  an yth in g  
o f tho k in d ,”

“  N ob b y  w ord  o f m ou th , b u t y o u  w eren 't  
lank o f  lim b  and a w k ard  o f  ga it , as girls 
gen era lly  are w h o  m ean to  m ake fiae w om en  
in the  e n d .”

E le ie , en terin g  in to  the  hum our o f the 
ritu a tion , d rop p ed  b i n  a dem ure litt le  
cou rtsey .

, “  I  have tv e r y  reason to  b e  gratefu l to
y o u  fo r  so con sid era te ly  lea v in g  the  n e ig h ­
bou rh ood  w h en  I  w as iu that transition  
state y o u  ao m uch  con dem n. I  fee l th a t I  
ow e  y o u r  g o o d  op in ion  en tire ly  to  th is  f o r ­
tunate  fa c t .”

“ N o t  at a l l ,”  he answ ered , lau gh in g . 
“  I  n evor a llow ed  m yse lf to  suppose  that 
m y  absenco w as an yth in g  b u t a lo ss .”

“  W h ile  you  tw o  are sparring , the  d inner 
is ge ttin g  c o ld ,”  said  D r . M a b e r ly , o ffering  
his arm  to  E ls ie  ; “  and m y  w ife  te lls  m e 
that w e are to  have a litt le  daDce to -n igh t 
in  hum our o f you r e igh teen  y e a rs .”

“  Y o u  are va ry  g o o d .”
“  I  m ustn ’ t tak o the  cre d it  o f  it , m y  dear. 

T h e  p rop os it ion  w as C ec ilia ’s e n t ire ly .” 
“  Ib was very  k in d  o f C acilla , th e n .”
“  She th ou g h t o f  her ow n  p leasu re  as 

w ell as you rs , I ’ ll be b o u n d .”
“  A n d  m ine, fa th er , ch im ed in L aw ren ce 's  

| d eep , m usical v o ice  ; “  it is so lon g  sin ce  I  
' d a n ced  w ith  E ls ie .”
I T h en  ho w as ju s t  the  sam e aa ever. E ’sie 
j to o k  in  this fa ct  w ith  d o lig h ted  surprise, 

and g la n ced  sh y ly  across the tab le  at 
| L a w ren ce , w h o  was g lan eiu g , b u t  n ot sh y ly , 

a t her. She cast d ow n  her eyes, and 
co lou red  ; he s trok ed  his b lon d e  b eard , and 
sm iled . I f  he had had a a y  tears on her ac- 

I cou n t, th e y  w ere gon e n ow . L it t le  E ls ie  
| w as b ig  E lsio , bu t in a ll o th or  w ays  she was 
I unchanged . T h ere  was th e  sam e uncom - 
j p rom isin g  love  o f  tru  h , the  sam e m odest 
ig ra cu  o f m anner, the sam e dem ure sm ile. 

O n ly  that w hen  he rem em bered  h ow  ho had 
on ce  fon d led  h er , L aw ren ce  w as w arn ed  by  
a true in stin ct that if  ne a ttem p ted  an yth in g  
o f the  k in d  at present he w ou ld  soon  fin d ,to  
his cost, th a t she was a d ifferen t E lsie  a lto ­
gether,

C asterton  was nob a fash ion ab le  tow n , 
b y  any m eans. T h e  y o u n g  p e o p le  d rop p ed  
in a fter an early  tea, o r  w h at waa co n s id e r ­
ed a v e ry  la te  dinnBr, and the business o f 
tho even ing com m en ced  at once . E lsie , 
w ith  au a b id in g  flush on  her fa ce , lo o k e d  so 
b eau tifu l, that the  v illa ge  b eau x  floaked 
rou nd  her, and  w ere in clin ed  to  be  irate 
w hen  th ey  fou n d  th a t L aw ren ce  M a b erly  
had secured  so m an y dances fo r  h im self. I t  
waa h a rd ly  fa ir o f  h im  to m ake profib  o u t  of 
his advantages as a tra ve lled  m an. A s  for  
his b e a rd  B u t here w ord s  fa iled  L a w ­
ren ce ’s detractors . I t  w as hard , o f  courao, 
w hon  th ey  had been  b rou g h t up  to  con sider 
it  a virtu e to  be  clean  shaved , th a t L a w ­
rence w h o  had no auch respectab le  p re ju d ­
ices, should  ca rry  th o  d a y , and tu rn  all the 
w o m e n ’s heads. F o r  so it waa, there  was 
no  d isgu ising  th e  f » c t ; L aw ren ce  w as p ro ­
n ou n ced  irresistib le , and the girls  forgob  to  
e n v y  E ls ie , in  a dm iring  him .

B u t L aw ren ce had  no eyes or ears fo r  any one 
b u t E lsie . H eoa rr ie d  her o ff  to  the co n serv a ­
to ry  osten sib ly  to  show  her a beau tifu l w h it 

cam elia  in fu ll b lo o m ; rea lly  because he 
w an ted  her all to  h im self, and fe lt  an odd  
k in d  o f jea lou sy  o f her oth er adm irers.

“ E ls ie ,”  he said  s o ft ly , “ d o  y o u  rem em ­
ber w h at I  used to  ca ll you  in  tim es gon e 
b y  ?”

E ls ie ’s heart began  to beat v e ry  fa st, bu t 
slie tried  to  answ er carelessly .

“ H o w  shou ld  I  kn ow  ? I  had so m any 
! nam es.”
| “ H a d  you  ? I  can on ly  th ink o f o n e  ”
! H is  eyes  w ere on  h er , those d eep , search ­

ing  b lue  eyes, w h ich , in  their eagerness, had

forg otten  to  sm ile, and E ls ie , trem blin g , 
turn ed  aw ay her head

“ It is ao lon g  ago, n o w ,”  she fa ltered .
‘ O i l y  s ix  years, E ls io . H o w  fon d  y o u  

used to  be o f  v io le ts ,”  he  a d d ed  p resen tly . 
“ H a ve  y o u  k e p t yo u r  o ld  fa n cy  ? ’

“ I  lov e  all flow ers .”
“ I f  I  p ick  y o u  one o f  these cam elias , w ill 

you  h on ou r me b y  w ea r in g  i t . ”
“ I  th ink  n o t .”
“ T e ll ma w h y .”
H is  vo ice  was tender and  p ersuasive , and 

th rilled  E lsie  th rou gh  and th rou gh . B ut 
*be said to  herse lf, w ith  passionate em p h a ­
sis, “ H e  Is a man o f the w o r ld , and  seeing 
y ou  so  s im ple , he m eans to  fo o l  y o u  to the 
to p  o f  his bent. H a v e  a oa re ."

“ I t  w ou ld  be oruel to  p luok  ib ,”  she a n ­
sw ered , turn in g  o o ld ly  aw ay ; «,nd, besides,
I  shou ld  h a rd ly  dare to  faoe C ec ilia  ”

“ I  w ill tak e all th e  re s p o n s ib ility ,"  he in ­
terru pted , ea gerly .

“ She w ou ld  b lam e m e all the sam e.”
“ M a y  I  ask h er , t h e n ! ”
“ C erta in ly  n o t, M r. M a b e r ly  ; it  is n ot 

w orth  w h ile .”
,rY ou  oalled m e L a w ren ce  ju s t  n o w ,”  he 

said , in a reproaoh fu l tone.
“ D id  I  ? T h en  I  b eg  y o u r  p a rd o n .”
“ Y o u  need  n o t— it  w as a true p leasure  to 

hoar n y  nam e from  y o u r  iipa .”
“ I  urn afraid  you  a rc very  easily  p le a se d .”  
"E ls ie  !”
“ M r . M a b erly  1”
“ H a v e l  d o se  an yth in g  to  o ffend  y o n ? ”  
“ N o  ; w h y  d o  you  ask  ?”
“ B  *cause a m inute ago y o u  seem ed to  r e ­

gard  m e as a fr ion d , and  n ow , su d d en ly , you  
treat m e as a str  uager.”

H is  v o ice  waa so p la in tive , th a t E ls ie  be 
gan to relent.

“ I  d o n ’ t fee l a t a ll as if  y o u  w ere  a stran g­
e r ,”  she answ ered  w ibh on e  o f  her fra n k , 
sw eet sm iles, and she he ld  o u t  her hand. 
H a seized it  so veh em en tly  th a t  she rep en t­
ed o f the con cession , and  w ith d re w  it  at 
once.

“ I  ou gh t to  go  b ack . I  have p rom ised  
this d ance  to  S tephen  L a n e .”

“ Y o u  see, y o u  ca ll him  b y  h is  C hristian  
naw.e. ”

‘  T ru e. I  hav<) k n ow n  h im  ever sinca I  
w as a m ere c h ild .”

“ A n d  m e ? ’’
“ W e l l ,”  answ ered  E ls ie , m isch ievou sly , 

“ you  ha fe  d estroyed  y o u r  id e n t ity  w ith  that 
beard , and I  feel as it I  had to  m ake y o u r  
acquaintance a n ew .”

“ I  w ill cu t  it  o f f ,”  said  L a w ren ce  g iv in g  
it  a fierce , d isd a in fu l tug.

“ O h, n o  I”  w as E ls ie 's  q u ick  response, 
rather ru e fu lly  u ttered , fo r  she w as n e t  in ­
d ifferent to  the fa c t  th a t it  beoam e him  
w ell. “ O n ly  g iv e  m e tim e to  recogn izo  you  
in  you r new  ch a ra cter .”

“ I  w ou ld  rather y o u  rem em bered  m e in 
m y  o ld .”

“ H ere  com es S tephen . I  m ust rea lly  g o ,"  
E lsie  said , b lush in g  d iv in e ly  ; and , g a th e r ­
in g  her sk irts  togeth er in her d a in ty  hand, 
she sw ep t out w ith ou t ra ising  her s h j eyes 
to  L aw ren ce ’s faoe.

L aw ren ce atood there  in  g lo o m y  th ou gh t, 
w ith  the  so ft, fa in t p erfum e o f the  cam elia  
g iv in g  him  an od d  senBe o f  pa iu  and y e a rn ­
in g  im possib le  to  describe . A u d  then  h e  
sto le  ou t o f  hia retrea t, b ack  in to  the room  
w here the dancers w ere  w h ir lin g  rou n d  to 
the  m usic o f  a g a y  w altz. E ls io  passed  h im  
on ce  ; bu t it  struck  h im , Bom ehow, that, 
a lth ough  she danced  w ith  sp ir it , there was a 
sh adow  on her fa ce . A t  th is  m in u te  he fe lt  
a hand on his arm .

“'Y o u  have qu ite  fo rg o tte n  m e, I  p e r ­
c e iv e ,”  said a v o ice  he recogn ized  as b e lo n g ­
ing  to  a m aiden la d y , w h ose  sharp  ton gu e  
and cru e l gossip  aad m ade her fo r  year3 aa 
m uch d islik ed  as feared . “ I t  octsms tha 
fash ion  to  n ight to  th ink  o f no  one b u t E U ie 
L a n p ton .”

“ I  b eg  y o u r  p a rd o n ,”  said  L aw ren ce, 
h o ld in g  o u t  his hand w ith  a certa in  inw ard  
re p u g n a n ce ; “  ib m ust be a question  o f 
fee lin g  w ith  n ew -com ers  w h o  k n o w  n oth in g  
o f the fa sh ion s.”

“ P shaw  !”  excla im ed  M iss M orrid ew  d is ­
d a in fu lly . “ I  d o a ’ t see auy b eau ty  in  the 
g ir l m y s e lf .”

“ A cco rd in g  to  you r ow n  a ccou n t, M ies 
M errid ew , you  are s in gular in  th is o p in io n .”  

“ I  d id n ’t say th a t p eop le  th ou g h t her 
handsom e. She fancies bo heroelf, th a t is 
c le a r .”

“ I  ca n ’t see any sign  o f  i t . "
“  L o o k  h ow  she flirts w ith  th a t  S tephen  

L a n e . H e bas been d an glin g  a fter her, to 
m y certa in  know ledge , fo r  m ore than a yea r  
bub she w on ’ t g ive  him  a p la in  ausw er b e ­
cause she is in hopes o f  som eth in g  b etter 
turn in g  up  in tbe m ean tim e .”

“  A re  you  qu ite  sure y o u  are n o t  ju d g io g  
M iss L a n gton  b y  you rss lf ?"  aaid L a w ren ce , 
w ith  co ld  scorn.

“  .1 can  answ er fo r  one t h in ? ,”  she r e ­
p lied , w ith  deliberate sp ite  ; “  th a t n ever in  
m y giddieBt days, cou ld  I  have d a n ced  w h ilst 
m y m oth er was d y in g .”

“ M rs. L angton  is n ot d y in g ,”  said L a w ­
ren ce , ind ign an tly .

“  D r. M a b erly  was sent fo r  su d d en ly  tw o  
hours ago.

“ T o  M rr. L a n g ton  ?”
“  S o  C ecilia  to ld  m e h e rse lf ."
“  T h en  E lsie  doea nob k n o w .”
M ies M errid ew  la u gh ed  in cred u lou sly . 
L aw ren ce gave her a glanoe w h ioh  v in d i­

ca ted  p o o r  E ls ie  almoBb as w e ll as w ord s 
cou ld  have d one, and s trode  tow a rd s  the 
p ian o. C ecilia  w as p la y in g  th o  laat bare 
c f  tho w a ltz , and w as able  to  a ttend  to  
him .

“  W h a t  is th is abou t M rs. L a n gton  ! M iss 
M erridew  tells  me that ahe is d y in g ."

“  I  hope and  b elieve  n ot. Bub she is 
v e ry  ill. P apa  has b een  w ith  her aome 
tim e .”

“ Doea E laie k n ow ?”
“  M rs. L angton  begged  th a t w e  w o u ld n ’ t 

toll h e r .”
“  S u re ly  that w as m istak en  kindness, 

C e c il ia ?1’
“  I  th ink  so, b u t it  was her m oth er 's  w ish. 

E ls ie  is so se lf-sacrific ing , ao en ergetic , that 
she w ou ld  have rushed aw ay im m ed ia te ly  ; 
and  ahe is ao m uch  con fined  aa it  is , that 
M rs. L a n gton  no d ou b t th ou g h t thia litt le  
change neceSBary. I f  there  sh ou ld  b e  any 
real danger, she ia t «  be  sent fo r  a t o n c e .”  

T h e  w ord s  w ere sca rce ly  o u t  o f  her lips 
b e fore  the d oor  op en ed , and  M r, L a n g ton , 
te rr ib ly  w h ite  and grave , s tood  on  the 
threshold .

“ W h e re  is E ls ie ? ”  he said in  a hearse
vo ice .

“  H ere  I  am , papa  ”
Sho w as at his aide in  a secon d , h a p p y , 

exciced , sm iling . Bub one glance  in to  hia 
fa ce , aud her hands fe ll , and ahe u ttered  a
etifltd  cry  : —

“  M am m a ?”
“  She w a 'tts y o u , E b ie  ; c im e  at o n c e .”  
S:>e w ou ld  have gon e ju st  as she was, but 

L a w ren ce  ca u g h t u p  a shaw l o f  C ecilia ’a, 
and threw  it  over  her ahoulders. T h en  she 
d arted  ou t, M r. L ?,ngton fo llo w in g ,

She darad n ot ask h ow  her m oth er w ar, or 
p u t  in io  w ord s  tho  terrib le  fear th a t  was at 
her heart. She w en t s w iftly  and  s ilen tly  
d ow n  the q u iet s tree t, pushed op en  her ow n  
d oor , and  en tered . She g lanced  in to  tb e  
d in in g -room , b u t  find ing it  em p ty  and  d a rk , 
ru shed  up itaira . T b e re  waa a lig h t  in  her 
m oth er ’s ch am ber, and even  en the la n d in g  
ahe co u ld  hear D r . M a b e r 'y ’a k in d , ch eery  
v o ic e , spoak inp  som e w ords o f co m fo rt  to  
the in v a lid .

“  H e re  she is ,"  he said , and d rew  b ack  to 
le t  E tsio  pass.

M ra. L a n g ton  lo o k e d  n p  into her d a u g h ­
te r ’s faoe w ith  v e ry  w istfu l eyes, and there  
w as a g ra y  sh a dow  » r e r  her fa ce , w h ich  even  
E ls ie , in ex per ien ced  a« she w as, fe lt  m ust 
be tok en  death .

“  E ls ie ,”  sa id  her m oth er , s o lo m a lj, “ I  
k n o w  y o u  h avo a teada* heart and a n ob le  
natu re , and th ere fore  I  m ake you  th is  b ir th ­
d a y  g i f t ."

She d rew  d ow n  the oovor let, and sh ow ed  
E ls ie  a M ay faoe on  her bosom .

“  E ls ie , I  g iv e  this oh lld  t# yon . P rom ise  
m e th a t  y o n  tr ill gu ard  her fa ith fu lly  un til 
y o u r  l i fe ’s e n d .”

“  M oth er , I  w ill 1”
“  Them I  am con ten ted  to  d ie .”
She oa lled  M r. L a n gton  to  her s id e , and  

w ith  a g lanoe from  one to the other, e loquent 
o f  lo v e  and  fa ith , she g s o t ly  exp ired . E lsie  
fe ll fo rw a rd  senseless, aad  fo r  hours she w as 
un con sciou s , n ot o a ly  o f  serrow , b a t  evea  o f 
ex isten ce . T h e  gray  d aw u  iras break ing 
co ld ly , and  tho llbtlo b ird s were tw itter in g  
in  a d rea m y fash ion  un der the oaves, w h en  
E laie at last op en ed  hor eyes.

She had  a senae o f  In flo iw  languor and 
w eariness, a k in d  o f  d u ll pain at her heart, 
b u t  at first she co u ld  realiza n oth ing . I t  
w as o n ly  w h en  she saw  b o r  fa th er and  the 
nurao ben d in g  a n xiou sly  above her, and  
miaeod one w h o  sh ou ld  h avo been th ere , she 
began  to  un derstand  her great loss, and to 
feed that the  p laoo  w h ich  w as vaoant to -d a y  
w ou ld  be vaoanb fo r  ever. E lsio  turn ed  her 
faoe to  tho w a ll , and w ep t ooavn lm vely . 
T h e  o ld  w om an tr ied  to  sooth e her, Dub M r. 
L a n g ton  in terp sssd , “  Lab her c r y , M a r­
th a ,”  be said  g e j t ly  ; “  it  w ill ease her 
heart. I  w ou ld  g iv e  a h u ndred  p ou n ds  w il l ­
in g ly  if I  co u ld  shed a s in gle  tear .”

B u t M artha  w as w iser still. She stole  
ou t o f  the  room , and  retu rn ed  w ith  th e  b a b y  
in  he.r arm s, w h ich  she la id  d ow n  s o ft ly  at 
E laie ’a s ide. E laie to o k  tha little  on e  in to  
her arm s, and huahed her w ild  sobs. T h e  
teara flow ed  s till , b u t in a hea ling sh ow er ; 
and  when b a b y  op en ed  her bright! eyoa, E lsie  
cou ld  even  fiad  a am ile to  aw eeten her ca r ­
ess.

E U ie fou n d  p le n ty  o f a ffeotionate sy m p a ­
th y  at th is try in g  p a riod  o f  her l ife . M r . 
L a n gton  re je cte d  an yth in g  o f  th e  k in d , 
w ith  an im p a tien ce  and  irr ita b ility  qu ite  
fs re ig h  to  hia ch aracter . E lsie  w a sy o u D g , 
and ca u ld  fin d  con so la tion  in her d u t ie s ; 
he w as o ld  and  the sun had sot en  his 
life  fo r  ever. W h e n  E ls ie  w ou ld  th row  
her arm s a b o u t h im , and  speak som e w ord s  
o f o o m fo rt , he w o u ld  push  her g e n tly  bu t 
d eterm in ed ly  a w a y , and  it  w as n o tice d  b y  
the  w h ole  hou seh old  h ow  he shrank from  
the m ere s igh t o f  the litt le  one w h o  h ad  oest 
him  th e  m oth er ’s life .

B u t E lsie  m ade up  fo r  th is  n eg lect in  true 
and  ten d er care. B a b y  waa her one ob sorb - 
ing  th o u g h t ; and if  another dared  to in trude, 
she ban ished  it  as i f  it  w ere a treason . A ll 
th is  w h ile  she had n o t  on ce  seen L a w ren ce  
M a b erly . C ecilia  cam a e very  d a y , and ofben 
she spok e o f her b ro th e r ’s prob a b le  retu rn  to 
In d ia  in  the  cou rse  o f  a ooup le  o f m o n th s ; 
b u t E ls io , th ou gh  ahe fe lt  h erself qu iver and 
flush, w ou ld  try  to speak in d iffe ren tly  o f 
this p rosp ect , as if  it  d id  n o t  con carn  her.

N o r  d id  it  n ow , she th ou g h t. I t  w as n ot 
fo r  her to  dream  o f m arriage, w h o  h ad  a 
aacred charge to  kaep . S he fe lt  th a t L v w - 
ren ce  lo v e d  her, and  in her secret sou l she 
rec ip roca ted  hia love . B u t h ow  cou ld  she 
leave  the ch ild  ? A n d  to  tak e  her to  In d ia , 
w h ere  her litb le , e c f je b le d  life  w.Mild soon 
be p o ison ed , w as a n otion  th a t E ls ie  trea ted  
w ith  u tter scorn .

B etter to  sa cr ifije  herself a hu ndred  tim es 
ov e r , than t ry  to  escape a n y  o f the u n ­
spok en  con d ition s  w h ich  had  accom p an ied  
M rs. L v ig to n 's  b ir th d a y  g ift .

M ra. L an gton  had baan dead  nearly  tw o  
m onths, w h en  C ecilia  M a b e r ly  cam e in one 
d a y  to  ask E lsie  to  pass thB ovau in g w ith  
them .

“ W o  shall be rjuite a lo n e ,”  she urged  ; 
and pr.pa says y o u  are lo o k in g  so sad ly , from  
w a n t o f  exerciee , & o., and th a t it  is rea lly  
necessary y o u  sh ou ld  com e. B esides th is , 
L a w ren ce  leaves in  a fo r tn ig h t  n ow , and he 
is m ost anxiou s to  s -e y o u  b efore  he goea. 
W e  aro such v e ry  o ld  friands, E la ie, that you  
ougho n o t  rea lly  to  o b je c t .”

“ D ear C ecilia , I  w ish  y o u  w o u ld n 't  ask 
m o. I  d o  n ot lik e  to  seem  u n graciou s , and  
y e t  .1 rea lly  cou ld  n o t  c o m e ."

“ W h y  n ot I
T b is  q u estion  m ad e  E U ie  trem ble  a lm ost 

con vu la tvoly . H o w  co u ld  she te ll C e lilia  
that sho d rea d ed  to  m eet L a w ren ce , w ith ou t 
exp la in in g  the  reason ? A n d , a fter all, it  
was ju s t  p ossib le  that she had  m iscon strued  
hia in ten tion s, and  he m ig h t n ot th ink  o f 
aaking her ab a l l ; so thab she w ou ld  look  
very  va in  in  her fr ie n d ’s eyes  if  she a ck n o w ­
led ged  th a t  sho had  alarm ed herself unneo- 
eBsarily.

C on sequ en tly  she tried  to  evad e  a d ireot 
anawer, bu t C acilia  w ou ld  n o t  b e  den ied .

“  P a p a  Bays lb la rig h t, and  there fore  you  
m ust oom e, w h eth er y o u  lik e  it  or n o ,”  C e ­
cilia  said , fin a lly , as Bhe k issed  Elaie, and 
departed . “  B a b y  can  q u ite  w ell spare you  
for  one even in g  ; and , a fter a ll, it  is as m uch 
to  her in terest aa you rs  fo r  you  to  preserve 
yo u r  hea lth , and unless you  tak e  a litt le  r e ­
la xa tion  som etim es, I  ca n ’t see how  you  are 
to  d o  t h a t .”

“  I  w ish  you  w ou ld  excu se  m e, C e c ilia .”
“  Bub I  w o n ’t , y o u  see ; so it  iB no ubo say ­

ing  a n yth in g  m ore a bou t i t .”
A n d  ao E lsio  w en t. She m eant to b e  v e r y  

c o ld , a litt le  h a u gh ty , and v U ib ly  repellan t, 
ao that n o th in g  iu  her m anner m ight teach 
L aw ren ce  to  hope. Instead  of th at, w hen 
ahe g o t  to  the d oor , and saw  L aw ren ce  sta n d ­
ing  th ere  a w a itin g  her, h is k in d , p leasant 
fa ce  in  a g lo w  o f  w e lcom e , she d id  w h at 
m an y  oth er w om en w o u ld  h ave d on e  in  her 
p lace— she h e ld  o u t  her hand  fra n k ly , and 
b u rst  in to  tears.

“  M y  dear E ls ie ,”  said  L a w ren ce , tru ly  
d istressed , “  you  pa in  m e b e y o n d  m easure.”  

A n d  then  hia arm  atole rou n d  her w aist, 
and , d ra w in g  her head  b a ck  apainsb hia 
breast, he said , ten d erly , “  M y  darlin g, you  
are n ot ta k in g  oare o f  y o u rse lf, I  can  see. 
Y o u  m ust g iv e  m e the r ig h t  to  w atch  over 
you  and y o u r  health . 1  m ust leave C is te r - 
ton  in  a fo rtn ig h t, b u t I  m ay  return fo r  you  
in a yea r , m ay I  n o t, and  cla i.n  you  for  m y 
very  ow n  ?”

“  O h , L aw ren ce  !”
“  W e ll , m y  lo v e  ?”
“ Y o u m u s t  n ot speak in  thia w a y  to  m e .”  
“  W h e re  is the  im ped im ent ?'■' ha asked ,

w ith  a s ligh t sm ile, and  a tig h ter  m easure o f 
h is arm  on  her w aist.

“  D o n 't  you  k n o w  that m am m a le ft  m e a 
sacred  ch arge  ?"

“  T ru e ; b u t she d id  n o t  m ean th a t, on this 
a ccou n t, you  w ere not! to  m arry , and  share 
this ch arge wibh another. 1  d o  n o t  ask y o u  
to  forsake y o u r  litt le  s ister, b u t I  th ink  y o u  
m igh t recon cile  you r tw o  duties  e a s ily .”  

“ Im poss ib le , L a w ren ce  I B tb y  is so d e li­
ca te , n a tu ra lly , that to  tak e her to  In d ia  
w ou ld  be oerta in  death .

( t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d . )

T h e  R o y a l  S h o w  a t  W in d s o r .
T h e  fiftie th  annual sh ow  o f  th e  R o y a l 

A gricu ltu ra l S o c ie ty , a t W in d so r , w h ich  
closed  last S a tu rd a y , w as the  gran d est e x ­
p os ition  o f agricu ltu ra l progress aver he ld  in  
G reat B rita in . A ll the  o ircu m itanoes c o n ­
tr ib u ted  to  m ak e it  suoh. I l  w at the  ju b i ­
lee sh ow  o f  the S o c ie ty  o f  w kiah  H er M a je s ­
t y  the Q aoea  Is the  P reo id on t aad  hia R o y a l 
H igh neos tha P rin ce  o f  W a le s  Is th e  A ct in g  
P res id en t. I t  w as h eld  in the  G roat P a rk , 
a t W in d so r , alm oat in the  sh adow  o f the  
g ran d  ca stle  w h ioh  haa lon g  fe*«n the  chosen  
h om o o f th o  B ritish  Bt»ver*Jg*. T h e  state 
apartm ents w ore th row n  op en  to th e  p u b lic , 
and v is iters  to  the sh ew  w ere thus a llow ed  
also to  in *p »ot the treasures o f  ro y a lty . T h e  
w eath er w as u n com m on ly  fa vora b le , and no 
in cid en t waa w an tin g  fe r  the  triu m p h an t 
success o f  tho sh ow . T h e  sh ew -y a rd  co m ­
p rised  a b ou t one h u ndred  and tw anty-fiva  
acres Inclosed  In a fen ce , 2?he avenuea 
spread  ou t In fan-ahape from  the cen tra l 
grou p  o f bu ild in gs , o f  w h ich  tb e  p rin c ip a l 
on e  w as th e  Q u een ’s p w i l io n . T hia  beauti 
fu l ed ifice  had a fron ta ge  of s ix ty -fo u r  fee t, 
and a d epth  « f  f i fty  fo u r  feet. I t  w as in  the 
la te  T u d or  s ty lo  o f  a rch itectu re  ; th e  in te r ­
io r  d ecora tions w ere rich  and  ap p rop ria te , 
aud  the w h o le  w as a cen tre  o f  a ttra ction . 
T h e  entrance to the  sh ow -y a rd  and all the 
stru ctu res  en the  grou n d s w ere in  exce llen t 
g o o d  taste. T h o  sh ed d in g  fo r  liv e  sto ck , 
im plem ent* , m ach in ery  and  o th er  purpoaea, 
m easured 50,079 lineal fe e t , a ad  as m ost o f 
it  waa furn ished  w ith  a d o u b le  fro n t , th ere  
w ere n early  tw en ty  m ilea o f  fron tage .

T h e  show  o f  s tock  and  im plem ents was 
fu lly  w o r th y  o f  tho  occas ion . O f Btook the 
nu m ber o f entries w as as fo llo w s  : H orses- 
972; asses, 17; ca ttle . 1 .637; sheep , 1 ,069; 
goate , 37; p igs , 265; p o u ltry , 862. Aa n ea r­
ly  e very  oue o f tho entries in clu d ed  severa l 
an im als, tha tota l num ber w a3 ov er  15.000. 
i n  aome o f tho classes tha sh ow  w as the 
la rgest aud  finest ever  seen in  E ngland . 
T h is  w as n o ta b ly  true o f  m an y classes o f 
oa ttle .

B u t the  grea t im p rovem en ts  w h ich  m ark 
the last f i fty  years w ere m ost em p h a tica lly  
sh ow n  in th e  dep artm en ts  o f  im plem ents 
and  m ach in ery . I t  is m echanica l Invention , 
ra ther than  the im p rovem ents o f  herds and 
fleck s th a t has a d va n ced  B ritish  agricu ltu re  
so g r e a t ly  the  ha lf ce n tu ry , and  o f  this fa ct  
the  R e y a l sh ow  was in  e very  w a y  a w o r th y  
exp osition , in  exbent and  v a rie ty  the  d is ­
p la y  w as tru ly  bew ild erin g . M a ch in ery  and 
im p lem en ts,from  the p a n d u o u a  road  engines, 
steam  p low s , threshers, gr in d in g-m ills , hay , 
aad  straw -pressea, and  o th er  steam -driven  
d ev ices ; p low s , h arrow s, reapers a ad  other 
m ach iues operated  b y  horses, to the  moBt 
d e lica te  app liances fo r  tho d a iry , w ere in 
fu ll fo rce . A m o n g  them  w ere m any o f 
A m erican  orig in , esp ec ia lly  ch illed  p low s, 
reapers, m ow ers and  gra in -d r ills . T h e  great­
est n o v e lty  w as the  S traw son izer, w h ich  it 
v ir tu a lly  an  im p ro v e d  b roa d ca st d istr ib u tor  
b y  pneu m atic p o w e r . I t  d istrib u tes  e ith er 
solids in  the form  o f fine dust, o r  liqu ids in 
a m in ute  spray  or  m ist. I t  is used fo r  
spread ing artific ia l fertilizers  o r  insecticides 
in liq u id  or so lid  fo rm , up on  fru it  trees, 
shru os  o r  vegetab les , d is in fectan ts  in  s o lu ­
tion , e tc , Ib w as show n  in variou s alzsa fo r  
horsa c r  han d -p ow er.

O : farm  and d a iry  p rod u ce  there w ere  4, 
203 entries, em brac in g  p rod u cts  o f  the field, 
th e  d a iry , the o rch a rd , a ad  the ap iary . In  
h ives and h on ey  there w ere 276 entries in  22 
classes. A  n otab le  featu res o f the  sh ow  w as 
the  m odel d a iry  in  w h ich  lectu res  and  d e ­
m onstrations o f b u tter  and  ch eese-m ak in g, 
a p ia ry  m anagem ent, e t c ., w are g iven  from  
tim e to  tim e du rin g  the w eek . T h ere  w ere 
also co m p a d tiv e  exh ib ition s  o f  horse-ahoe- 
ng-

0>. agricu ltu ra l,veg eta b le  and flow er aeeds, 
there  w as an im posing  show . T h e  beau tifu l 
d ecora tion s  o f the  grou n d s aroun d  tha 
Q teen ’s p a v ilion  w ere fu rn ished  gra tu itou s­
ly  b y  one firm  o f seedsm en, and  all show ed  
com m en d able  enterprise n ot on ly  in  the taste ­
fu l m anner in  w h ich  thay d isp la yed  their 
seeds, b u t  also b y  a ttra ctive  show s o f fu lly - 
g row n , fresh  vegetab les , m ounted  specim ens 
o f  d ried -grasses and forage-p lanbs, and other 
fea tu res w h ich  gave this d epartm en t h igh  
va lue as a pop u lar educator. T h e  show  was 
in e very  w a y  a m arvelous b u c c o s s .

A m o n g  the thousands o f  specta tors  wera 
a few  veterans w h o  co u ld  rem em ber the first 
sh ow . I t  W:is held  at O x fo rd  in  1839, the 
yea r  b  afore the ro y a l ch arter w as ob ta in ed  ; 
it  w as then  k a o w a  as th e  E ag liah  A g r icu l­
tura l S o c ie ty  ; £890  w e ;e  o ffered  for  co m p e ­
t it io n , and 251 head  o f  Bbock w ere  exh ib ited , 
w ith  54 artic les  o f h u sb a n d ry , d isp la yed  on  
32 stands. A  ban quet w as served  in the 
q uad rangle  o f  W oroester C ollege , a t w h ich  
D an iel W e b s t 3i ,  th e  M in istar from  the 
U n ited  S ta tes, w as one o f the oratora. T h e  
ro y a l ch arter in corp ora tin g  the  S o c h t y  
un der its  present nam e w as ob ta ined  in 1840. 
T h e  con trast betw een  the d im in u tive  d im an­
sions o f  th a t first ahow  an d  the m agnitude 
o f  th e  J u b ile e  S h ow  ju st  clo sed , was a moan 
im pressive  in d ica tion  o f the agricu ltu ra l p ro ­
gress  w h ich  has m arked  tho re ign  o f our 
p resent gracious sovereign . T h o  num erous 
A m erican s  w h o  h avo b een  enthu siastic over 
th e  great sh ow , are stru ck  w ith  adm iration  
w h en  th ey  re flect th a t ib is an ex h ib it  o f  the 
“  depressed  a gricu ltu re  ”  o f  a nation  w ith  bo 
lim ited  an area. I t  is doubtlesa  true that 
our m eth ods o f  fa rm in g aro m ore cu m b er­
som e than you rs in A m e r ica , b u t w h ero do 
y o u  g row  b etter  crops  than  w e have in  g o o d  
o ld  E n gla n d  ? A n d  w ith  a ll due regard  fo r  
A m erica n  gen ius, it w ill b e  m any a year 
b e fore  the U n ite d  S tates w ill have an e x ­
h ib it  to  equal th is fiftie th  R o y a l S n ow .

T h e  m arriage o f  a ro y a l p rin ce  o r  p r ircess  
to  a a u b jact is n ot such an uncom m on even t 
in  E n glish  h latory  as m any p eop le  im agine. 
F rom  the tim e o f W illia m  the C onqueror , 
w hose dau gh ter was w ed d ed  to S tephen , 
C ou n t o f  B lo is , d ow n  to tho  m id d le  o f the 
last ce n tu ry , such alliances w ere b / n o  tneana 
unusual. N o  few er than  six  o f  E d w a rd  I l l ' s  
ch ild ren  m arried  su b jects , the  B la ck  P rin ce  
b e in g  th e  first, l ’ wo brothers o f  G:>orge I I I .  
d id  the  sam e, and  num erous o th er  instantes 
co u ld  be m ention ed . A s  ou r readers are 
aw are, h ow ever, the m em bers o f  her M a j­
e s ty ’s fa m ily  have h itherto , w ith  one e x c e p ­
t io n , gon e  abroad  io r  husbands and w ives.


