
A G R ICU LTU R A L.

T h e  H om k  D a ir y .

I  w ou ld  lik e  to  speak  a few  w ord s  fo r  tbe 
hom e d a iry . VV e are m ak in g  on e  hu ndred  
p ou n ds  o f bu tter a w eek  and  sell to  regular 
cu stom ers at the sam e p rice  the w h o le  year 
throu gh . In  these parts b u tte r  s ca rce ly  
sells  fo r  m ore than fifteen  cen ts p er  p oun d, 
and in sum m er e igh t to  ten  cen ts is the 
p rice . T here are tim es in  w in ter w h en  b u t
ter <?oes u p  to  tw en ty  five cen ts , b u t never 
fo r  m ore  than  a w eek  or  tw o  at a tim e ; so , 
tak in g  all th ings in to  con sid era tion , w e 
con clu d ed  to  p lace  the p rice  o f  ou r  b u tter 
a t tw e n ty  cen ts fo r  th is yea r , as that is a 
fa ir ly  p a y in g  figure. W e  had  litt le  d iff i
cu lty  in  find ing  cu stom ers w h o  w ere  w illin g  
to  co n tra c t  fo r  th eir  b u tter  fo r  a year. 
O n ce in  a w h ile  a cu stom er w ill d ro p  o ff 
w h en  tu t te r  is low est, and I  tak e a w ick ed  
d e lig h t  in refu sin g  such  tu t te r  w hen  it  is 
Bcarce again. W e  m ake our b u tter on tbe  
cream ery  p lan , tak in g  it  to tow n  on  ice. 
W  e d o  n o t  b e lieve  in  guess w o rk  as to  tem 
perature  or salting. I  find  that one oun ce 
o f salt to  the p ou n d  suits the taste o f  m ost 
p eop le .

W e  fou n d  ou r gauges overru n , and in 
that w ay our cream ery  m ade a p rofit. T hen  
th eir  cream -gatherer to o k  a la ig e  am m ount 
o f  our sk im -m ilk  w ith  the cream . T he 
cream ery  p igs  th rove  b etter  than o u is . N o w  
it  is w on d erfu l w hat ca lves and p igs  w e  raise 
from  the sk im m ed m ilk  and b u tterm ilk . 
T h e  chickenB com e in fo r  a share, and our 
b u tter custom ers purchase the ch ick en s , and, 
in sh ort, a ll our surplus ga reen  “ sass,’ " fru it , 
e '.c. W e live  (w here g ir ls  are rather scarce , 
b u t I  m anage to  k eep  fa ir ly  g o o d  h e lp . 1  
n ever suffer m y help  to  tou ch  the b u tter  ; b u t 
I  tak e verry  g ood  care that th e y  d o  nearly  
e very th in g  else ; fo r  I  d o  n o t  care  to la y  by  
m on ey  for  a secon d  w ife  fo r  m y husband. I 
w as an in va lid  w h en  I  le ft  the  c ity  fo r  the 
fa rm , b u t I  am q u it '! able  to  lo o k  after 
k itch en , d a iry  and p ou ltry  n ow .

T o  those  ov erw ork ed  fa rm ers ' w iv es, 
w h ose  husbands th in k  a h ired  g ir l m eans 
ru in , I  w ou ld  say : S ell cream  to  the  cream 
eries ; b u t, if  y o u  can  have good  h e lp , and 
have a taste fo r  scien tific  b u tter -m a k in g , I  
th ink  the e x tra  p ro fit  w ou ld  p a y  the extra  
help . A  grea t m an y p eop le  p re fer  the 
b u tter m ade b y  a neat w om an to that m ade 
b y  the  cream eries. I t  does a w om an  good  
to  rid e  to  tow n  ea rly  in  the  m orn in g , w ith  
one o f th e  ch ild ren , and  d e liv er  her butter . 
I  th in k  read ing  a great he lp  in b u tter , 
m a k in g ; in fa ct  I  learned  to  m ak e b u tter 
fro m  the d a iry  d ep artm en t o f  ou r  farm  
p aper. H a tt ie  B y f ie ld ,

K ed  W illo w  C o u n ty , N eb er.

T h r e s h iis g  D a y .

“ old f ar m er .”

A h  m e, h ow  m any thresh ing  d a ys  d o  I  
rem em ber— som e sad oneB and som e p leasant 
ones. S om etim es the cro p  p rov ed  a lm ost a 
fa ilu re , and  som etim es it  turn ed  ou t better 
than  w e  e x p e c te d , and the g o o d  w ife  re jo iced  
and  ch e e r fu lly  ga v e  the threshers and all 
hands th e  best th e  house cou ld  furn ish . 
In  m y  y ou n g er  days w e  w ere thresh ing m ore 
o r  less all w in ter. N o w  a ten -horse p ow er 
steam  thresher does th e  w h o le  w ork  
som etim es in  one long day and a lw ays in 
tw o  days. I t  is a try in g  tim e. T h e  hopes 
and fearB o f  a w h ole  yea r  are b rou g h t to 
test. I t  is a b u sy  tim e for the farm er, and if 
he is  n o t  ca re fu l he w ill be  l ik e ly  to  overtask  
h im self. I f  he is w ise , n oth in g  but absolute 
n ecess ity  shou ld  in d u ce  him  to  “ cu t  ban ds ’ ' 
o r  tak e a w a y  the gra in  or b u ild  the  s tack  or 
u n d erta k e  an y  w ork  th a t w ill con fine him  to 
one spot. H e  can  a lw ays find  p le n ty  to  do. 
S om etim es th e  m en w h o  are p itch in g  the 
grain  to  the m achine m ay com e across a lo t  
o f  ra k in g , and a litt le  help  w ill encourage 
them . S om etim es the  m an w h o  is ca rry in g  
a w a y  the grain  w ill find the  g ran ary  ch ok ed  
u p , and the fa rm er, b y  the  v ig orou s  use o f 
a s coop  sh ove l, w ill m ak e all r ig h t  again  in 
a few  m in u tes. S om etim es the  w in d  m ay 
b o th e r  the  m en on th e  s ta ck , and  a few  
w ord s  o f encouragem ent and sym p a th y , w ith  
a litt le  assistance, w ill p u t n ew  sp ir it  in to  
them .

T he essentia l poin ts  to  lo o k  a fter are : 1st. 
T h e  gran ary . I t  m ay n eed  a fe w  str ips  o f 
t in  to  m ake it  rat and m ouse p roo f. R e c o l 
le ct , a lso , that you  have n o t  on ly  to  g e t  the 
grain  in to  it , b u t also to  ge t it  o u t  again—  
and it  som etim es happens th a t i t  is neces
sary  to  ge t ib ou t sooner than you  exp ect. 
S h ou ld  it  ge t w arm  it w ill  be necessary im 
m ed ia te ly  to  turn  it  or spread  it  ou t on  the 
barn floor, o r  ru n  it  th rou gh  a fann ing  m ill. 
2nd. See th a t the m ach ine threshes clean. 
I f  n o t , low er the con ca ve . See th a t no grain  
is carried  ov er  w ith  the chaff. O ccasion a l
ly  the  threshers have a v is ito r  w h o  w ants to  
feed  the m ach ine, and he c io w d s  in the 
sheaves, and the sieves cann ot p ro p e r ly  clean 
the era in , and m ore or leBs o f it passes over 
o n  to  the  straw  carrier. 3rd . L ook  to the 
straw  Btack. T h is  is an im p orta n t m atter 
to  those o f  us w h o  feed  ou t the straw . 
T h e  great secret o f  m ak in g  a stack  
rain  p ro o f is to  k eep  the m id d le  fu ll and 
w e ll trod d en  d o w n  from  the start, so that 
w h en  it settles, the  ou ts id e  w ill sink  d ow n  
low er than the inside . W h e n  y o u  begin  to  
b u ild  the ro o f, the p art th a t needs the  m ost 
care  is im m ed ia te ly  under the straw  carrier. 
T h e  ch aff is a p t to  a ccu m u late  there, and 
w h en  the m achine is rem oved  th ere  w ill be a 
depression  in  the stack  at this p o in t  that w ill 
le t  in  the  ra in . T a k e  specia l pains to  p u t 
som e layers  o f  lon g  straw  un der the straw  
carrier. M a n y  o f ou r  straw  carriers are not 
lon g  en ou gh , and if  it is necessary fo r  a man 
to  th ro w  the straw  up  on  to  the  ro o f o f  the 
sta ck , d r ive  som e lon g  p oles  in to  the stack  
and p lace  an o ld  d oor  on  th em  fo r  the man 
to stand  an. I f  th is is n ot d one, the p lace 
w h ere  he stands w ill be a hole  d ifficu lt to  fill 
u p  so th a t it  w ill shed the w ater. T he 
fa rm er, if  he is w ise, w ill freq u en tly  be  on 
the straw  Btack d u rin g  the d a y  and  help  to 
tread  it  d o w n  in  the  m id d le , bu t fo r  his ow n 
sa fety  and  fo r  the  g o o d  o f the s tack  he w ill 
n ot ven tu re  too  near the outside . 4th . L ook  
ou t fo r  fire from  the engine, b u t in  p o in t  o f 
fa ct there  is m ore danger from  toba cco  
sm okers than from  the engine.

A  large p rop ortion  o f  the law ns in  c ity , 
v illa ge  and cou n try  are d eteriora tin g , and 
close exam inatfon  show s the tu rf to be th in , 
the desirable grasses w eak , b row n in g  q u ick 
ly  under d raught and suu, w h ile  coarse , u n 
s igh tly  p lan ts  creep  in and retain  a fo o th o ld . 
T he b eau ty  o f  the law n dim inishes w ith  age 
in sp ite  o f  libera l fertiliz in g  and close and 
regular cu ttin g . W h a t  is the  reason ? 
M a in ly , it  is the  excessive  use o f the  m odern 
law n-m ow er. In  nearly  every  loca lity  m ay 
b e  fou n d  pasture lands lon g  set w ith  grasses 
fine and rich , h o ld ing  co lo r  w ell un der m id 

sum m er sun aud d ro u g h t , w ith  a th ick  
e lastic tu r f, th rou gh  w h ich  no co lo r  o f  soi 
can be seen — the very  p erfect ion  o f  a la w n  
if  it  w ere trim m ed  olose and even . W h y  
does the pasture flourish  th rou gh  a score  o f 
yearB and the law n  d eca y  ? S im ple  because 
the pasture is k ep t n early  un der uatura l c o n 
d ition s , and the law n  su b jected  to  an  I n 
tense Chinese dw arfing system . S uppose the  
law n  is n ew ly  m ade, a ccord in g  to  the  best 
in stru ction s , the  soil d eep ly  d u g , en rich ed , 
m ade clean  and fine, the seed sow n  and the 
g ra s3 p lan ts  Bhow th ick  and stron g . W h a t  
n ex t  ? T he la w n -m ow er— tw ice  o r  three 
tlmeB a w eek  u n til g ro w th  stops in  autum n. 
N e x t  spr in g  the grass m akes a ren ew ed  
Btruggle fo r  ex isten ce , starts early  and 
s tron g  again . I t  lifts  its  b lades to the sun 
and  air th a t i t  m ay push  its  roo ts  in to  the 
r ich  soil fo r  m oisture and  substenance. The 
e ffort is p ro m p tly  m et b y  the law n  m ow er. 
G ro w tn  is oheoked  a b ov e  and un d er grou n d  
so th ro u g h  an en tire  season and succeed in g  
years. T h e  law  is th a t tb e  ro o t  g ro w th  o f 
the p lan t is in  p ro p o rtio n  to  its  to p  g ro w th  ; 
the ro o t  g row th  is sha llow . O f w h a t a va il 
is the  d eep , rich  soil ? Is  it a w on d er that 
the law n  drow n s e a r ly , and  th a t coarse , 
h a rd y  p lan ts  g e t  a fo o th o ld  ?

G iv e  the  grass p lan t a ch an ce  to  m ake 
adequ ate  ro o t  g ro w th  if  y o u  w ou ld  have and  
k eep  a g o o d  law n. R e a d  the lesson o f the 
pasture lauds. E n cou ra ge  it  a l itt le , in 
early  s p rin g , and in the  autum n la y  het 
law n  m ow er aw ay ea r ly , and  lei a th ick , 
s tro a g  g ro w th  o f grass be the  w in ter p r o te c 
t ion  o f the la w n ,— [A m er ica n  A g r icu ltu ra l
ist.

C uors T h a t  C an  b e  S o w n  o k  P l a n t e d  in  
J  ULY.

I t  is rather la te  to sow  S w od e  tu rn ip s  or 
ru tabagas, b u t the in term ed ia te  sorts, such 
as y e llo w  A b erd een , d o  w e ll sow n  in  J u ly , 
w h ile  th e  earlier varieties  such  as G a lden  
B all, W h ite  F la t  D a tch  and  P u rp le -top  
S trap  lea f, can bR sow n th e  la st o f  J u ly  or 
first o f  A n g u st . W e  on ce  had  a fine cro p  o f 
S w ed e  turn ips sow n  th e  fou r th  o f  J u ly , but 
the soil and season w as unusu ally  favorab le . 
O f cou rse  m uch  depends on  the la titu d e—  
the fa rth er  Bouth the la ter y o u  can sow  a 
p lan t. W e  have had g o o d  p otatoes from  
early  varieties  p lan ted  the la tter half o f 
J une. E ar ly  varieties o f  beans ca n  be 
p la n te d  the last o f  J u n e  or  the b eg in n in g  o f 
J u ly . A lso  early  varieties  o f  sw eet corn . 
H un garian  grass or m ille t  can  be sow n  to 
ad vatage  in  J u ly , the  earlier the better. 
M a k e  the grou n d  as fine and  m e llow  as 
p oss ib le , and sow  even ly  from  three  p eck s  
to  a buBhel c f  seed  per acre . C ucu m bers 
and  p ick les  are sow n  the last o f  June to  the 
m id d le  o f  J u ly . C abbage and cau liflow er 
can  be set ou t any tim e in  J u ly , b u t  tow a rd  
the last o f  the m onth  it  w ill be w ell to  
p lan t ea rly  k inds, such  as W in n in g stea d  
and H en d erson ’s Sum m er am ong cabbage, 
and early  P aris  and early  E rfu rt  am ong 
cau liflow ers. S n ow b a ll and  E rfu rt  E a r l
iest D w arf can  be p lan ted  as la te  as the 
m id d le  af A ugust and  certa in  to  head. L e 
N orm an d  sh ort stem  ca u liflow ers , on e  o f 
the la rgest and best va rieties , oan De p la n t
ed  the  m id d le  o f  J u ly . G iv e  them  p len ty  
o f room  s ty  three  feet apart each  w ay .

T he  R ig h t  T ime  for P r u n in g .
T h e  largest bran ch  starts from  a bud  w h ich  

a s ligh t m ovem ent o f  the  fingers w ou ld  have 
b rok en  off. B y  g o in g  over you n g e  trees and 
rubbiD g o ff buds that appear w ere branches 
are n ot need ed , th ere  w ill be  v e r y  little  
p ru n in g  to  be  done w h en  th e  trees com e in to  
bearing.

M ake Y o u r  O w n C andy.
N o w  is the  jo y o u s  season o f  the  yea r  w hen, 

if y o u  are on ly  acqua in ted  w ith  the p reciou s 
secret o f their prep a ra tion , y o u  can  m ake for  
you rse lf w ith  ten  m in utes ’ w o rk  candies  m ore 
delicious than w ere  ever purchased  at the 
m ost exp en stive  can fection ers. T h e  la tter 
never have this p a rticu lar  sort o f  candies  fo r  
safe because th ey  w ill n o t  keep . B u t, fresh- 
cook ed , th ey  are m orsels fo r  the g o d s , and 
th is is the w a y  to  m ake them .

T ak e  som e b ig  straw berries, ripe b u t firm , 
and hu ll them . T h en  m ix  tw o  cu p  fu lls  of 
granulated  sugar w ith  a litt le  less than one 
cu p  fu ll o f  co ld  w ater. P u t  the  m ix tu re  on 
a h ot fire and le t it  b o il hard , w ith o u t s tirr 
ing , until a spoon fu l d rop p ed  in to  co ld  w ater 
crystalises to  the b ritt le  p o in t  im m ed ia tely . 
N o w  tak e it  o ff the fire and pou r it  in to  cups, 
p rev iou sly  w arm ed  in  the  oven . D ip  the 
straw berries one b y  one in to  thiB h o t  so lu tion  
as q u ick ly  as p oss ib le , fish ing them  o u t w ith  
fork s  and la y in g  them  on greased  tin  panae

T he brie fest sort o f  an im m ersion  w ill b. 
sufficient to  g iv e  each  b erry  the  [desired 
coatin g  o f  sugar ca n d y . F in a lly , set the 
pan* on the ice  in  th e  re fr ig era tor , and 
as soon as the fru it  is co ld  it  w ill be ready 
to  eat. P erh ap s , “ g o b le ”  w ou ld  be a m ore 
appropria te  w o rd , con sid erin g  the eagerness 
w ith  w h ich  such  straw berries  g lacees are 
usually con sum ed. In  very  tru th  th ey  are 
n ot riva lled  b y  any o th er  k in d  o f sugar p lum s 
as you  w ill you rse lf con fess , if y o u  w ill try  
them . M a la ga  grapes and nuts as w ell m ay 
be treated in  the  sam e w ay .

91r. G la d ston e ’s S p eech es.
T he recen t speeches o f  M r . G ladstone in 

his tour th rou gh  W a le s  are regard ed  b y  the 
L on d on  “ S p ec ta tor”  as co m m ittin g  h im  u n 
qua lified ly  to  the p o lic y  o f  fed era tion  fo r  
the  B ritish  E m p ire . T h e y  certa in ly  in vo lve  
the  approva l b y  him  o f a v e ry  large con ces 
sion  to  W a le s  and S cotla n d  o f the  pow ers 
n ow  exercised  b y  P arliam ent and  the crea 
tion  o f  representative  bodies  in those tw o  
cou ntries  th rou gh  w h ich  the p ow ers thus 
con ced ed  can  be exercised . F or  instance, 
M r . G ladstone d ist in ctly  referred  to  the 
d isestab lishm ent o f  the  C hurch  in  b o th  these 
countries as a m atter th a t each  should  be 
a llow ed  to deal w ith  in its  ow n  w a y , and 
referred  to  d isestab lishm ent in E n glan d  as 
som eth ing  w h ich  the n ex t  gen eration  w as 
v e ry  lik e ly  if  n ot en tire ly  to tak e u p  and 
ca rry  throu gh . I t  is p la in  th a t fo r  purposes 
o f  th is large im p ort  S cotlan d  and W ales  
w o u ld  requ ire  a leg is la tive  a gen cy  and its 
com plem en t, an ind ep en d en t e xecu tive , that 
b y  their very  ex isten ce  w ou ld  m o d ify  m ost 
seriously  the B ritish  C on stitu tion , and 
w h ich  m igh t lead  to  an u ltim ate  d is in tegra 
tion  o f the  em pire. B u t, on  the other hand, 
it  can no longer be  d en ied  that P arliam ent 
finds its w ork  to o  heavy  fo r  i t ; th a t m uch 
o f that w o rk  is b a d ly  d one, and m uch m ore 
is le ft  undone. I f  som eth in g  in  the nature 
o f  fe d e ra t io n s  n ot tc  b rin g  re lie f, the o p p o n 
ents o f  that m easure w ill b e  com p e lled  to 
fiod  another rem ed y . T h e  present state o f 
th ings is b elieved  b y  a large nu m ber o f the 
m ost acute and loy a l observers  in E ngland 
to be gettin g  in tolerab le .

JUGGLERS IK  I> D IA .

L e t m e g iv e  y o u  a p ictu re  o f  an Indian  
ju gg ler . One stands ou ts id e  m y h otel w in 
d o w  as I  w rite . H e  is perform in g  his tricks 
in th e  d u s ty  road  w ith o u t a tab le , cab inet, 
p a te n t b oxes , o r  a n y  o f  the accom panim en ts 
o f  the A m er ica n  w iz tr d . H is  so le  posses
sions con sist o f  three sm all baskets, ranging 
in from  a h a lf-p e ck  to a bushel, a cou ple  
o f c lo th s , aud a tr ip od  m ade o f  three  stick s, 
each  tw o  feet lon g  an d  he ld  togeth er b y  a 
str in g  at ih e  top . T h ree  litt le  w ood en  d olls  
w ith  red  clo th s  tied  around their n eck s and 
each  n ot ov er  a fo o t  lon g , are the gods 
w h ich  enable h im  to  d o  w on d erfu l things. 
H e  has a flute in hia m outh  and a litt le  drum  
in  his hand. H e  is b lack  faced  and  b lack - 
b eard ed , and  his sh irt-sleeves are p u lled  up 
a bov e  his e lb ow s. H is  o n ly  assistant is a 
little  turbaned  b o y , w h o  Bits b eside  him , 
w h om  he w ill sh ortly  p u t in to  a bask et not 
m ore than  tw o  feet iq u a re , and w ith  him 
w ill p erform  the n o ted  basket trick  
o f  In d ia . T h is  tr ick  is one o f the 
w on d erfu l ju g g lin g  tr ick s  o f  the w orld . 
T he b o y ’s hands are tied  and he is p u t  into 
a n et, w h ich  is t ied  over  hia head  and w h ich  
encloses his w h ole  b o d y  e o  that he ap p ar
en tly  can n o t  m ove . H e  is n ow  crow d ed  
in to  th is basket. T h e  lid  is p u t  d ow n  and 
t ig h t  straps are b u ck led  o v e r  it. T he 
ju gg ler  now  takes a sw ord  and w ith  a few  
passes o f  these litt le  H in d o o  d o l l  babies 
over it  and the m utterin g  o f in cantations as 
a p re lim in ary , thrusts the sw ord  again and 
again in to  the basket. T here is a c ry in g  as 
though  som e one w as in terrib le  paiu . i t  is 
the v o ice  o f a ch ild  and the sw ord  com es out 
b lood y . Y o u  h o ld  yo u r  breath , and d id  you  
n ot k n ow  it to be a tr ick  y o u  w ou ld  fee l like 
p ou n cin g  upon  the m an. A fte r  a m om ent 
the basket becom es still, the ju g g le r  m akes a 
few  m ore passes, u n bu ck les  the  straps and 
show s y o u  there is noth in g  w ith in  it . H e 
ca lls , “  B aba  ! baba !"  and in the  d istance 
you  hear the ch ild ’s v o ic e . H o w  the b oy  
g o t  ou t o f  the basket or escaped  be in g  k illed  
by tha sw ord  and w here the b lood  cam e 
from  I  d o  n ot k n ow . I  on ly  k n o w  it  w as a 
s le igh t o f  hand perform ance and w on d erfu lly  
w ell done.

T h e  m ango tr ick  is p erform ed  w ith  the 
three stick s  in the  shape o f  a tr ip o d . The 
ju gg ler  takes a p o t  o f w ater and pours it 
over  a litt le  p o t  o f  earth . H e  then  holds 
u p  a m an go bu lb  abou t the B?ze of a w a lnut, 
and p u ttin g  this in to  the earth  he throw s a 
clo th  ov er  the tr ip od . H e  n ow  b low s 
up on  his h orn , m ak in g m ysteriou s passes, 
and , a fter a fe w  m om ents, raises the cloth  
and y o u  see the  m ango tree sprou tin g  forth  
fro m  the soil. M ore  passes and m ore m usic 
fo llo w  and the c lo th  is p u lled  d ow n  again. 
A fte r  a fe w  m om ents, durin g  w h ioh  the 
sh ow in g  o f  m inor trick s  goes ®n, he pulls 
ou t  th e  p o t  and the plan t has g row n  abou t 
a fo o t  above it. T here  is m ore w atering  and 
in ca n ta tion , and  his final trium ph com es in 
sh ow ing y o u  a bush  nearly  a ya rd  h igh , 
con ta in in g  great leaves. T h is  he w ill  p u ll 
up  b y  the ro o t  and sh ow  you  the seed  at the 
b o ttom . I t  is a w on d erfu l trisk  and  h ow  
the m an is able  to  m anipulate the  d ifferent 
p lan ts  w ith  n oth in g  else but a th in  co tton  
c lo th  to  help  h im , w h ich , b y  the w a y , he 
a llow s you  to exam in e , is hard to  con ceive . 
H e  haB a d czen  oth er s le igh t-of-h and  p e r 
form ances eq u a lly  w o n d e rfu l. H e  p uts  a 
litt le  B h e ll in to  his m outh  and appears to 
c h o k e  as he draw s ou t co in  a fter co in  and 
balls  o f  ston e a lm ost as b ig  aroun d  as you r 
fist. H e  spits fire, as does the A m erican  
w iz a r d ; pu lls  m iles o f  s tr in g  from  his 
stom ach , Bticks pins throu gh  his tongue 
w ith ou t hu rtin g  h im self, and ends the  p e r 
form ance w ith  a snake trick , w h ich  is to m e 
the m ost w on d erfu l o f  all.

In  d o in g  this snake trick  he asks fo r  a 
p iece  o f  paper and asks you to ho ld  ou t 
you r hand. Y o u  d o  so, and he p laces the 
p aper up on  it. H e  then begins to  p lay  
u p on  his p ip e  and  to  d art ou t his eyes as 
th ou gh  he saw  som eth ing  near yo u r  hand. 
H is  w h o le  fram e becom es transform ed  and 
he dances aroun d  y o u  like a w iz »rd , p la y 
ing  a ll tho tim e and keep ing his eyes oa  
you r hand. N o w  he starts back  and p u n ts  
at it . Y o u  lo o k  and  see noth ing and  he b e 
g ins to  p lay  lou d er and dance w ild er  than 
ever. R em em b er his arms are bare to  the 
e lb ow  and both  o f hia hands are up on  his 
p ip s . S u d d en ly  he d rops the p ip e  and co n 
tinues his d a n ce  w ith  incantations. H e  
po in ts  to th e  p aper again, and w h ile  you  
lo o k  and see n oth in g  ue claps h is hand 
d ow n  up on  it  and pulls up  three 
grea t cob ra s , w h ich  raise their h ood ed  
heads and dart ou t their fangs in 
d ifferen t d irection s  and iq u irm  and 
w r ig g le  aa he h o ld s  them  up b e fore  you . Y o u  
ju m p  b a ck , fo r  the bite  o f  the  cob ra  is 
d ea d ly , and I  am  to ld  that the  snakes used 
have in  som e cases not had th eir  fangs 
draw n . A  ju gg ler  w as k illed  a w eek  ago in 
B enares b y  the b ite  o f a cobra  w h ioh  he was 
using in th is w a y , and th ey  are the  m ost te r 
rib le  snakes I  have seen. A t  another p e r 
form ance o f the sam e kind  I  w as present 
w ith  a p a rty  o f  fo u r , and w e all d ecid ed  to 
ascertain  if w e co u ld  how  this tr ick  was 
d one. I  s tood  u pon  a chair and over look ed  
the m an as he snatched  up the snakes, b u t I  
co u ld  n ot see w h ere th e y  cam e fro m , and I  
o n ly  k n ow  th a t he had them , and th a t th ey  
w ere so b ig  that he crow d ed  them  w ith  diffi- 
cu lty  in to  a litt le  rou n d  basket the size o f a 
peach  m easure.

TheBe ju gg lers  are w on d erfu l snake- 
charm ers. T h e y  m ake the snakes d o  as 
th e y  please, and the snakes th ey  use are o f  
the  m ost d ea d ly  k in d . I  was to ld  b y  an E n 
glishm an at B enares o f  an in cid en t w h ich  
h a p p e re d  there  a short tim e ago. A  ju gg ler  
w as p erform in g  w ith  snakes and a H in d oo  
standing b y  said  that the  fangs o f the  snakes 
had  been  d raw n , and th a t any m an cou ld  do 
the tr ick s  th a t he  was doing. T h e  ju gg ler  
rep lied  that they  w ere  n ot. T h e  H in d oo  
p ro tested , and , in sp ite  o f  the w arn ings of 
the  ju g g ler , seized  one o f tb e  snakes. I t  
w as a cob ra , and it  sunk its fa n es  in to  his 
arm . A  m om en t la ter the man d rop p ed  to 
the  grou n d , say ing  he w as po ison ed , and in 
tw o  hours he was dead  1 I  am  toJd th a t the 
cob ra  w ill n ot b ite  unless he is an gry , and 
that it  is o n ly  w hen  he is in th is con d it ion  
that his m outh fills w ith  venom . T he 
ju gg lers  re ly  on  this fa ot, and b y  p ettin g  the 
cobras m ake them  so d ocile  that th ey  can 
w ork  w ith  them  w ith ou t great danger. — [T h e  
u h ic a g o  T im es.

S la very  in  Zanzibar.
N ea rly  seven -eighths o f the  p op u la tion  

o f Z a rx iba r  are slaves. Som e ow ners 
have 1,000. A  n egro  b o y  costs a bou t $20, 
a s tron g  w ork m a n  abou t S 100 or $ 120 , a 
p r e .ty  y ou n g  negress from  .$50 to  $ 100, 
A b y ss in ia n  w om en  from  $200 to  $500, 
w h ile  the w om en  from  J ed d ah , in  A ra bia , 
r in g  fa n c y  p r ic e s .

B R IT IS H  NEWS.
P rices  fo r  grea t v io lin s  have reach ed  the 

highest m ark  o f their h is to r y . A  S tradivariue 
is ad vertised  fo r  the  un h ea rd -o f sum  o f £ 5  
0S0.

T h e  record  fo r  crossing from  D ov er  to , 
C alais n ow  belongs to  tb e  new est b oat on  the 
rou te , the, C ala is-D ou vre , w h ich  has crossed  
in 53 m inutes.

A  Span ish  p ian ist nam ed A lb en iz , p ian ist 
to the Q aeen  R egen t o f  Spain , haa created  a 
reasonaole sensation  in  L on d on . H e  is re p re 
sented  as being a rea lly  ad m irab le  a rtist  c f  
great fin ish , d e lica cy , ex e cu tio n , and u n d er
standing .

F o r  a lon g  tim e advertisem ents have a p 
p ea red  o ffering  to  p rocu re  presen tation  at 
co u rt . A  w om an  w h o ca rried  on th is  traffic , 
described  as a “ person  o f h o n o r"  and  a m em 
ber o f  the o ld  n o b ility , has been  d iscovered  
and p erp etu a lly  ban ished  from  cou rt.

T he o ld  ru le  that no d iv o rce d  w om an  cou ld  
be presented  at the E n glish  cou rt has been 
rescin d ed . A n y  d iv o rce d  w om a n  w ith  w h om  
no fa u lt  rested  is a d m itted  b y  specia l p er
m ission  from  the Q aeen , a fter her M a jesty  
has satisfied  herself th a t the a p p lica n t was 
free  from  blam e.

R e ce n t exp er im en ts  at the E ar H ospita l 
iu  L on d on  in d ica te  that stam m uring is c o t  a 
nervous d e fect  on ly . In  operation s fo r  deaf- 
nesB in several cases the patien ts  w ere  cu red  
o f  stam m erin g also, and  the resu lt is the 
op in ion  th a t stam m erin g com es from  som e 
d e fect  in th e  nearing .

J oh n  A itk e n  o f F a lk irk  cla im s to  have 
succeeded  in cou n tin g  the  d u st m otes iD the 
air. H e  says th a t he has d e tected  30,000 
such p articles  in  the thousandth  o f  a cu b ic  
in ch  o f the  a ir ot a room . In  th e  ou ts id e  
atm osphere in d ry  w eath er the  sam e m easure
m ent y ie ld ed  2 ,119 ; a fter a h ea vy  ra in fa ll 
the num ber was on ly  521.

L o rd  C althorpe caused a g o o d  dea l of 
d iscu ss ion  b y  nam ing a horse at E psom  
M arches'!. Som e asserted that th is w as a m is
take fo r  “ M aroh ese,”  w h ile  others d eclared  
it  m ust, o f  cou rse, m ean “ M a rch e se .”  T he 
D u k e  o f B eau fort, w h o  is said  to  b e  s u r 
p ris in g ly  stored  w ith  in form a tion , ga v e  the  
true exp la n a tion , w h ich  w as th a t the  horse 
was ca lled  a fter an Ita lia n  p o e t  o f  th e  tim e 
of P etrarch .

W h a t M atters  I t  ?
W h a t m atters it , m y  curious fr ien d , w h ere  

lies
O ur h ea ven ly  harbor and ou r land  o f  res t?  

W h e th e r  it be b eyon d  the s-zure skies 
O r in  som e low er w or ld . G od  k n ow eth  

best.
I t  offers sa fe ty  from  ou r cares, and  so 

W h a t  m atters w h eth er it  be h igh  or  low , 
I t  offers rest ; w h at m ore sh ou ld  m orta ls  

k n o w  ?

R est  fro m  the w eariness o f  b urden ed  d ays , 
O l b itter  lon g in gs  and  o f ev il hou rs,

O f duties  lea d in g  us th rou gh  d ark en ed  w ays 
A n d  in to  efforta fa r  b e y o n d  ou r p ow ers,

O f d a rk  tem p tation s in to  secret sin.
O f con stan t la bor , ea rth ’s p oor  gauda to 

w in ,
O f sp ir its  d ea fened  b y  the str ife  and d in .

I t  m atters n o th in g  as to  w h en  or  w h ere  
W e  find the haven  and th e  w e lcom e

h o m e  ;
L e t c u r io u B  d ou b t g iv e  p lace  to  trustin g  

p ra yer ,
A n d  no w ea k  sou l th rou gh  sp ecu la tion  

roam .
W e  Beek fo r  sealed -up  secrets h id d en  th in gs;

E nough  fo r  us if on  eternal w ings 
W e  reach  the co u n try  o f those  b e tte r  th ings.

V e x  not th y  sp ir it , oh , a sp iring  m an 1
B u t live  th y  days as earnest w ork ers  m ust; 

N o r  try  to  p ierce  th rou gh  G o d ’s m yster iou s  
plan

W h ich  ob liga tes  thee to a life  o f  trust. 
S om e d a y , som ew here, w h ile  cou ntless  ages 

ro ll,
T h y  h u n gry  heart shall com p reh en d  the

w h o le ,
T h e  v e il be  p a rted  for  th y  th a n k fu l soul.

A T h ou sa n d  P ou n d s  P ip e  L ight.
I t  iB an o ld  say ing  that tru th  is stran g

er  than  fiction . I f  any fiction  w riter  m ade 
one o f h is charactera  lig h t  h is p ip e  w ith  a 
ban k  note  fo r  £ 1,000 he w ou ld  be laughed 
at. R e ce n t ly  the heirs o f  on e  G ille tt , a 
w o rk in g  b rick la y e r , b rou g h t an action  
against the B ank o f  E n g la n d  fo r  £ 1 ,000  u n 
der th e  fo llo w in g  circum stances. I t  is the 
p ra ctice  o f  the ban k , if  a m an loses a bank 
note , say b y  fire o r  sh ip w reck , and the fa ct  
can be c lea rly  p ro v e d , and he procu res tw o  
good  sureties to  recou p  the b an k  in case the 
n ote  Bhould b y  any u n foreseen  chance turn  
up , to  p a y  the loser its va lue in go ld . 
G ille tt  in herited  £ 3 ,0 00  from  an u n 
cle , g o t  in to  the w a y  o f d r in k in g  to 
excess , and , p ro b a b ly  from  a sp ir it  o f 
foo lish  b oastin g , w as in  the ha b it o f  ca r 
ry in g  abou t in  h is trou ser ’ s p o ck e t  tw o  
b an k  noteB, on e  fo r  £ 1 ,0 00  and th e  other fo r  
£200 . On Jan . 3 , 1880, a fter d rin k in g  all 
d a y  he fin ished  up  at a p u b lic -h ou se , w h ere  
the £ 1 ,0 00  n ote  w as said  to  h ave been loBt. 
I t  was s top p ed  at the ban k , bu t has never 
been  p resented  fo r  p aym en t. S tolen  bank 
notes are usua lly  sent to  th e  C ontin ent and 
com e b ack  th rou gh  in n ocen t h olders , w hen 
the b a c k  is o b lig ed  to p a y . A s  he d id  n o t  
lose the £200  n ote , it  doeB n o t  look  lik e  a 
case o f  rob b ery . I t  haB been  suggested  that 
w h en  fa r  gon e  in  drunkenness he lit  his p ip e  
w ith  the m issing note. H is  g r ie f abou t his 
loss and his drun k en  habits b rou g h t h im  to  a 
lunatic asy lum  in  1885. H ia heirs sued for  
the £ 1 ,000, b u t the  ju d g e  non  su ited  them . 
In  th is case th ere  w as no positive p ro o f that 
th e  n ote  w as d estroy ed . G ille tt , b y  stopp ing  
its  p aym en t, evidently at the  tim e th ou gh t 
th a t it  had  been sto len . T here have been 
curious cases o f  ber>k notes tu rn in g  up  a fter 
lon g  intervals . In  one instance a gentlem an 
w as sh ow ing to a frien d  a bank note fo r  a 
very  large Bum, w hen b y  som e a ccid en t a 
su dden  d raught ca rried  it up  the ch im n ey— a 
w id e  o ld -fash ion ed  one. A lth o u g a  str ic t  
search  w as m ade, no trace co u ld  be foun d  o f 
it . M an y years a fterw ards the  ch im n ey was 
pu lled  d ow n , w h en  it w as fou n d  that the  
note  had  been carried  by the d ra u g h t som e 
w a y  up , and than it  had  lod ged  betw een  tw o  
briok s w h ere  the  m ortar had p a rtia lly  com e 
out. I t  w as qu ite  d istingu ishable. T he 
B an k  o f E n glan d  note paper is v e ry  th in  and 
very  strong, b eing  m ade from  nesv linen 
cu ttings.

T h e  fam ou s co lle ct ion  o f p ortra its  of 
C rom w e 'l, som e 200 in nu m ber, has ju st 
been  soid  b y  the K tv , M r W illia m s , o f L o n 
d o n , w h o  co lle c te d  it , to  a B irm ingham  
m an ufacturer.

T h e M a la ria  M icro b e .
W e  all lik e  to  k n o w  abou t th ings in these 

days, tv e n  th ou gh  the k n ow ledg e  shou ld  be 
som ew hat d isagreeable and  shou ld  ever  ao 
sligh tly  du ll the edge o f the  brigh tness o f  life , 
n ot a lw ays v e r y  brigh t even  at the  beat. 
T here  is the s u b je ct  o f  m alaria  fo r  exam ple. 
W h a t  a lo t  o f  p eop le  th ink  th ey  have m alar
ia, o r  have had it a t som e p eriod  o f their 
li^es. I t  used to  be a very  con ven ien t term  
w ith  the doctora . T h e y  used it , m any p e o 
p le  s tron g ly  suspected , in  o rd er to  ve il th eir  
ign oran ce  o f w h at was w ron g  w ith  their 
patient. I f  the  case waa puzzling it  w as 
m uch  easier to  m ak e tho w ord  m alaria  fit 
the  B ym f tom s than  to  com p el the sym p tom s 
to  ad ap t them selves to the  nam e o f som e 
specific  m a la d y . A n  E n glish  w om an haa 
been w ritin g  qu ite  a c lev er  a rtic le  on  the 
su b je ct  re cen tly . She spok e  to  th e  read in g  
w o ild  th rou gh  the “  N in eteen th  C e n tu ry ,”  
and gave th e  reBults o f  som e investigation s 
she had  been m ak ing in  I ta ly  and A m erica  
on the m alaria l m icrob e . I t  is on ly  w ith in  
the last ten  or  fifteen  yeara th a t scien tific  
m en have k n ow n  that m alaria w as carried  
uy actua l liv in g  organism s in  th e  b lood , 
and  o n ly  w ith in  tw o  or three  yea rs  back  
that th ey  have been able  to  find  o u t  w h at 
these liv in g  creatures w h ich  are responsib le 
fo r  so m uch  hum an m isery , are lik e . B ut 
th ey  have fou n d  ou t, and the m alaria l 
m icrobe has been traced  to his la ir  and fo r c 
ed  to  com e ou t and p u t h im self on  exh ib ition  
fo r  the ed ification  o f  those w hom  he has 
tortu red  or  m ay tortu re  som etim e in  the 
fu ture . I t  has been d iscovered  th a t he is a 
p o ly -m o rp h ic  in d iv id u a l, that is to  say , he 
en joys  the d istin ction  o f  being able  to  p u t 
himBelf in to  variou s shapes, thus p rov in g  
the ex isten ce  o f  a ru d im en ta ry  form  o f w ill. 
H e  first appears as a tin y  speck  in the b lo o d  
corpu sc le , that is in  the red  m atter o f  the 
b lo o d , fo r  in  these d a ys  o f  d iffused  k n o w 
led ge  it  needs h ard ly  he said  that b lo o d  ia 
n ot a sim ple substance  o f  un iform  red  
th rou gh ou t, bu t th a t th e  co lo r  is d erived  
from  certa in  p ortion s  o f  it  w h ich  have beeD 
set apart to  p erform  certa in  fu n ction s. W e ll  
the p o ly m o rp h ic  m icrob e  settles d ow n  on  a 
b lood  corp u sc le , and p roceed s  to  m ak e a l iv 
ing o ffit. Thia he does so e ffectu a lly  th a t from  
red  the co lo u r  ischanged  to b lack  I t  n ex t a p 
pears as a crescen t rou n d  the b lack  co lo u r 
ing  m atter. T h en  it  assum es an ova l fo rm , 
and later on a rosette  form  as it  ia ca lled , 
and at th is stage it  begins to separate itse lf 
in to  free b od ies , m ean ing b y  this that it  r e 
prod u ces  and d istrib u tes  itse lf th rou gh  and 
throu gh  the b lo o d  o f the un fortu n ate  p a 
tient. A n d  b y  this tim e ia it  any w on d er that 
the  la tter is endu ring  the v e r y  agonies o f 
prostra tion  ? H is  Shamina is b eing  eaten  ou t 
o f  h im  b y  these detestable  litt le  b lo o d  su ck 
ers, som e o f w h ioh  have tails  and som e 
haven ’t any. W h ioh  k in d  are the  greed i
est science  hasn 't y e t  d em on stra ted , b u t 
th ere  is one com fortin g  th in g  abou t the ta il
ed  in d iv id u a ls  that th e y  in  th eir  tu rn  are 
atten d ed  to  b y  oth er sm aller beings ca lled  
leu cocytes , TheBe leu cocy tes  are the g o o d  
gen ii w h ich  help  to  k eep  the balanoe 
true and  p rev en t t h 8 u n fortunate  v ic tim  o f 
m alaria  from  b e in g  d evou red  a ltog e th er . 
N o w ,i f  any o f  our lea ders  are ever  a tta ck ed  
b y  m alaria , it w ill b e  som a oom forb to  h im  
ju st  to  k n o w  w h at is go in g  on  inside  ot h im . 
L e t  h im  rem em ber, th ere fore , th a t th ere  are 
num bers o f  litt le  beings ca lled  m icrob es, 
w h ich  have som e p ow er  vo lit io n , and oan 
change their shape to  a certa in  ex te n t, eatin g 
aw ay at his b lo o d  corpu scles  w h ich  th ey  
turn from  red  to  b la ck , and  w o u ld  soon  
devou r a ltog e th er  b u t for  the cou n tera ctin g  
influence o f  o th er  litt le  b e in gs  ca lled  
leu cocytes  w h ich  have a fondneas for  the  
ta iled  v a rie ty  o f m icrob es, and hunt them  
fo r  a liv ing .

T h e  E nglish  S p a rro w .
T he U n ite d  S tates D a p a rtm m t o f A g r i 

cu lture has ju st issued an ex ten d ed  rep ort 
on  the E nglish  spa rrow . I t  is an  o cta v o  
volum e o f  403 pages, con ta in in g  m aps s h o w 
ing  the d istr ib u tion  o f the sparrow s in the 
U n ited  S tates, and illu stra tion s o f traps and  
nets fo r  d estroy in g  the b irds. T h e  w ork  
consists o f  a genera l h is tory  o f  the  E nglish  
sparrow  and tbe  m eth od  o f its w id e  d issem 
ination  in the U n ited  S tates ; rep orts  from  
all the  states con cern in g  its ravages in  o r 
chards and grain  fie lds , and suggestions as 
to  the best meacB o f exterm in ation . T he 
sparrow  was first im p orted  b y  H on . N ic h o 
las P ik e , one o f the  d irectors  o f  the B ro o k 
lyn  In stitu te , aga inst the w a rn in g  o f n a tu r
alists and E nglishm en  w h o  k n ew  o f the b ird 's  
ch aracter at hom e. T h e  first pairs w ere 
brou gh t over  in  1850. T h e  craze lasted  u n 
til abou t 1S70, w h en  m an y p eop le  began to 
turn upon  the sparrow . B u t he has been 
petted  and h elped  to  im igrate , in sp ite  o f  his 
few  enem ies, un til he has becom e a national 
past. R ep orts  from  all the states sh ow  that 
the sparrow  desbroys a g o o d  percen tage o f 
the best fru it  o f  a ll k in d s . H e  pecka the fin 
est apples and bitea the largest ch erries. H e  
pecks the  finest bunches o f  grapes and d e 
strops the largest straw berries  and  ra sp b e r
ries. H is  w o r k  in  th e  ch e rry  tree  is m ost 
d estru ctive . T h e  rob in  steals a w h ole  ch erry  
or a half d ozen  w h ere  the sparrow  peck s  and 
rots tw en ty . In  an a pp le  tree the  sparrow  
lights upon  the ch o icest , m ellow est fru it  and 
excavates th e  u p p er  p o rtio n  abou t the  stem , 
causing them  to  r o t  o r  fa ll. B ushels ot the 
finest apples are d estroy ed  in  th is  w a / .  In  
the  spring he eats the  y ou n g  and  tender 
blossom  b u d s  o f fru it  trees. H is  o n ly  r e 
deem ing traib is th e  ca tch in g  o f  an occa s io n 
al w orm  to feed  the you n g . T h e  re p o rt  o f 
the orn itholog ist o f  th e  a gricu ltu ra l d e p a rt 
m ent urges system atic  w ar up on  the sparrow  
and the p rev en tion  o f  any fu rth er  spread . 
Farm ers are w arn ed  to  d e stro y  the first pair 
seen and p reven t th e  fou n d a tion  o f  any new  
colon ies . I t  is recom m ended  that sparrow  
clubs be form ed  th rou gh ou t the cou n try , 
each m em ber to  p led ge  h im self to  d estroy  a 
certa in  n u m ber annu ally  or p a y  a fine. S uch  
clubs are num erous in  E ngland . In  S tr a t 
fo rd  o n -A v o n , fo r  instance, a sparrow  clu b  
destroys abou t 20,000 b irds annually .

T he B eh rin g  sea q uestion  in its  variou s 
phases giveB m uch  trou b le  to  the  U n ited  
States press. T h e  W ash in g ton  St&r, c o m 
m enting on the  rum or that B rita in  w ou ld  
propose  that the question  be su b m itted  to  a 
con ference o f m aritim e p ow ers, th ink s that 
such p ow ers w ou ld  natura lly  be in  fa v o u r  o f 
d ecid in g  B ehring  sea to  be an open  sea. 
Says the sapient W ash in gton ian  : “  I f  this
cou n try  ever subm its th e  B eh rin g  sea cjuea- 
t ion  to  arb itrators  the arb itra tors  w ill be 
s e l e c t e d  from  nations w h ich  aro in land and 
s h ip le s B  a u d  d o  n ot co v e t  the A la sk a n  seals. 
O ther nations, if  suggested  as a rb itra tors , 
w ill na tura lly  be ch a llen ged  on  th e  acore o f 
in terest.’ ’ T here  are v e r y  few  nations in  the 
w o r ld  t h a t  w ill n ot o p p o s e  a  selfish p re 
em ption  o f the h igh  ssaa.


