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E D W A R D  B L A K E .

C o n servative  p ap ers h ave  late ly  
contained p arag rap h s in w hich is 
announced, m ore or less p ositively , 
M r. B la k e ’s resignation o f tne L ib ­
eral leadersh ip . W ith  vario u s a p ­
preciation o f the proprieties, this 
new s has been sent abroad  in a c ­
cents equ ally  various. One organ 
a ffects  to bew ail such a step on the 
p art o f the honorable gentlem an as 
a ca lam ity  to the w hole country. 
B e  it here noted that th is pap er 
w h ich  poses as independent gave  in 
the recent election the m ost slav ish  
support to S ir  Jo h n  M acdonald, and 
•was quite unable to detect the sm all­
est trace  of aught m eritorious in 
an yth in g  that M r. B la k e  h as even 
sa id  or done. A nother organ  finds 
ju  .the supposed abdication m atter 
o f  regret for the L ib e ra l p arty . A  
th ird  d iscovers in it cau se  oi con­
gratu latio n  for that p arty . A nd so 
<ju  throughout the whole d reary 
round o f cant, affectation and h y­
p ocrisy .

W e  h ave  not been adm itted  to the 
secrecy  of the great L ib e ra l lead er’s 
intentions.' Y e t  w e venture to de­
c la re  that i f  ever he has contem plat­
ed  w ith draw al from  the leadersh ip  
of the p arty  w hich he h as so well 
ied , he certa in ly  w ill not select any 
subsid ised  T o ry  sheet as the herald 
,ui his p lans. C an ad a , from  a po­
lit ic a l point o f view , is fa r  from  hold­
in g  a position either dignified or e x ­
alted.. B u t w h at C an ad a  is, she 
e.nves in the m ain to that large  por­
tion  of the fourth estate w hose duty 
w a s  s t  least to speak  the truth , but 
'whose steady course h as been, and 
as, to sell the truth for lucre.

M r, B la k e  h as a lread y  m ade en- 
•ormous sacrifices for h is country. 
Y e t, in h is deep devotion to the 
comiKOH m other of us a ll, he h as de­
c la re d  th at h is best is not good en­
ough for C an ad a. W e  are so prone 
lo  undervalue that w hich lies near 
at hand that it has occurred, to few 
m at m M r. B la k e  we h ave  one of 
Lhe greatest orators and p arliam en ­
ta ry  tactic ian s that ever adorned a 
p op u lar assem b ly , H is  pow ers as 
a speaker are  of the very  highest o r ­
der. W ith  a  mind cap a b le  o f  g rasp ­
ing in its yery  sm allest d etails the 
m ost obstr.use and exten sive  public 
question, h e  p ossesses in a rare  de­
gree  that rhetorical finish o f style, 
th at com prehensive vo cab u lary  and 
th at log ical pow er o f arrangem ent 
w hich  constitu te a ll th at is best in 

J.h e  art of speaking,
B u t M r. B la k e ’s oratorical a tta in ­

m ents are the least o f his endow ­
m ents.In  an age when the dem agogue 
easily  p asses h im self off for a states­
m an, when the argum ents o f gold 
outw eigh all the argum ents of honor 
and ju st ic e ; in an age when C abinet 
M inisters are forced to spend three- 
iourths of their tim e in the lam est 
excuse-m aking for testim onials from 
contractors, for subsid ies to \vorks 
in  which they are most d eep ly in ­
v o lv e d ; in an age, in fine, which 
finds nothing to b lam s in a g e rry ­
m ander, or in a R ev is in g  B arriste r , 
the H on . E d w a rd  B ia k e  stan d s,says 
the M ail, w ithout stain. In th e e y e s  
ot M am m on,bloated w ith boodle and 
blind shares, such a man is sim ply a 
iool. In the eyes of those w ho be­
lieve  in the ultim ate trium ph oi 
truth over fraud, o f honesty over 
p illag e , such a man is a hope and 
prop. H e is  the salt that prevents 
th e whole m ass from becom ing put­
rid.

W'ell m ight C an ad ian s deplore the 
lo ss  o f one, unfortunately, alm ost 
unique. W ell m ight they consider 
n ear that deluge w hich  surely now 
th reatens to overw helm  the land. 
B u t  we trust that M r. B la k e  w ill see 
h is w ay  to continue to lead  the L ib ­
eral p a ity , w h ose trium ph is much 
c loser at hand than is by m any sus­
pected. W h a te ve r m ay be h is re­
so lve , one th ing is certain . H isto ry , 
ta rd y  though it m ay be in arriv ing 
at a true estim ate o f men, never 
fails  in the end to bestow honor 
w here honor :s due. ^.nd in the 
scroll of the nam es of those who 
h ave  been, intellectually  and m oral- 
13', greatest of the sons o f C an ad a,

. am ong the very  brightest and fairest 
w ill be that ol E d w a rd  B la k e .

T H E  TORONTO MA JL .

N ot m any w eeks ago, XfJE  L ib ­
e r a l  contained an article lull of un­
belief and disdain of (he Toronto 
.M ail’s declaration that thenceforth 
it wouid pursue a thoroughly inde­
pendent cou ise  in its treatm ent of all 
public questions. T h e  special cause 
o f our anger op >that occasion w as 
the ferocious attack  m ade on M r, 
M ow at for h is pretended favoritism  
o fth e  R om an C atholic C hurch ,w hile  
M r. M eredith w as held up a s  the 
m an Dest ca lcu lated  to iestoj;e (?) re­
ligious equality . N ow , such a  line 
argum ent w as, in the ia c e o fth e  now

i h isto ric 1! 1 acts for Irish  E le c to rs ,’ e x ­
trem ely exasp eratin g , and w e still 
stand by all that w e then said .

B u t here ju stice  ca lls  a h alt. 
W ith out knowing, or, indeed, caring 
to know w hat its m otives were, we 
fran k ly  adm it that, how ever little 
like a fa ir-p lay  jo u rn al the M ail w as 
in its attitude in the M ow at vs. M er­
edith struggle, its tone and sp irit 
h ave  been, and still are, on all other 
m atters, thoroughly independent. 
W e think that we h ave every  reason 
to believe that the M ail has cast off 
the sh ack les ol partizanship , and *it 
goes w ithout s a jin g  that its pow er 
for good h as been indefinitely in ­
creased.

‘ It  is only the first step that c o sts ,’ 
says  the F ren ch  proverb, the truth 
of which the M ail is sure to dis 
cover. B u t perseverance in its- 
p iesen t path m ust result in success. 
T h e  num ber ot those who are sick 
and tired ot ex parte journalism  is 
v6ry lai"ge, and is constantly  grow ­
ing. T h e y  are thankful if  a pap er 
affords them even a sm all fraction o f 
undistcrted  truth . W h at w ill be 
their feeling when they d iscover that 
there is at last one p ap er w hich, to 
ths best o f  its ab ility , deals-in noth­
ing else ?

W e h ave  a lw a ys  contended that 
the first requisite of a trulv great p a ­
p er is to g ive  reliable, unvarnished 
statem ents o f t h e  facts o f every  su b ­
ject that fa 1 Is beneath its notice. It 
is then at liberty to pursue in its e d ­
itorials an y line of argum ent it m ay 
see fit,for its new s colum ns will con­
tain a sufficient antidote against all 
false reasoning.. C an ad a will have 
good grounds for rejo icing, sfiouid 
she becom e the possessor oi even one 
p ap er that acknow ledges and a c ls  
upon this prim e principle.

W e differ w idely from the M ail in 
many  of its contentions. W # find 
that it is far a s tra y , nay, to us it 
seem s, very  unjust in its treatm ent 
o f not a few  questions. B u t we wish 
it every  success so long as it p u r­
sues its present course. It cannot 
fail to becom e in time a m ighty in­
strum ent in securing a proper ap p re ­
ciation o f the pros and cons o f the 
m any vexed  subjects now o f tne u t­
most im portance to C an ad a  and 
C anad ians.

A SUGGESTION.

I t  would seem that there i s -  no 
time o f  the ye a r  when our v illage  is 
altogether free from n jjsch iev o u s1 
and, w e are forced to say , vicious 
perpetrators. A t one tim e we hear 
o f trees, w hich should be the pride 
o f every  citizen, being barked and 
stunted. Th en  again  window -sills 
and sashes are cut and carved  as if 
we lived in the d ays of E g y p tian  
h ieroglyphics. T h e  breaking o f 
window p an es is a com m on o ccu r­
rence.but in this p articu lar it is only 
ch aritab le  to sa v  it m ay be the re ­
sult o f pure accident. S in ce  the ar­
rival o f the S alvatio n  A rm y— and we 
do not wish to speak  d isp arag in g ly  
of the religious enthusiasts— m any 
com plaints have been m ade by p er­
sons who have  had occasion to p ass 
the b arrack s w hile service w as b e­
ing held. T h e  cause o f accusation 
has not been with m em bers of the 
A rm y, but with those who frequent 
the p lace as idlers, and stand around 
the doors outside.

T h e  question is often asked , could 
not a rem edy be arrived  at w hereby 
such offenders m ight be c’ etected 
and m ade an exam ple o f?  In A u ­
rora, and we presum e in other v il­
lages w here a constab le is appoint­
ed, that officer is supposed to be in 
an y part of the corporation, and at 
any tim e, w here his services m ay be 
required, and is held responsible for 
the punishm ent o f gu ilty  parties. 
A t public gatherings in the evening 
w here there is (he least likelihood 
o f a d isturbance tak ing p lace , he is 
in variab ly  at his post. S in ce  his 
appointm ent a few  years ago, we 
have reason to believe the work per­
form ed has given entire satisfaction 
to the law -ab id ing citizens o f the 
p lace.

T h e  residents of R ichm ond H ill 
can also boast ot a v illage  constab le, 
one who p ossesses every  require­
ment n ecessary  in the m aintenance 
of peace and good order. W h y 
then dofts he not do sim ilar work to 
that allotted the officer in our sister 
v illa g e ?  T h e  reason is not fa r  to 
seek. M r. B ro w n lee ’s sa la ry  only 
covers w ork which m ay be perform ­
ed between 7 o 'c lock  a. m., and 6 p. 
m. W e  believe that an y additional 
services at other tim es are given 
gratis. I f  the Council could raise 
h is sa la ry  in order to look a fter the 
v illage  in the evening as well as 
during the d ay, it would be money 
well invested, and in the end prove 
beneficial to the rising generation ,' 
It  is  well to rem em ber the old m a x - ; 
iin : “  A n ounce o f prevention is
w orth  a pound o f cures* ”  :

G RENN AN’S

CHEAP CASH HOUSE
SP R IN G  GOODS
'■i’ I -  ---- IN —

THE NEWEST STYLES
/ . ' : ' /  •— a t —

T ie  Lowest Prises.
OfiTTOM ISKINO-
Not only in the Sunny South 
among our cousins who are so 
fond of -Fishing Excursions, 
but throughout our own Fair 
Land and specially in York 
County during Spring and 
Summer.

COTTON iSKING
S E E  O U R C O T T O N S

Factory from 4 to g cents. 
Fine Bleached from 6 to I2^c 
Prints from 5c. upwards.

■ L E E  PRINTS !
This is our special line for 

this season. We sell them at 
10c. a yd. Don’t miss them.

GIN G HAMS
T"' *F itine^Heavy Goods in neat 

patterns from 8c. up. A 
special line for 14c., a lull 
yard wide.

SH IR T IN G S
Yes, we know you are going 

to get them, for they are the 
best value you can get any­
where. We bought a large 
lot before the prices went up, 
they are yours at the old 
prices, ranging from 8c. up­
wards.

Cottonades, 
Tickings, 

Cretonnes, 
Pillow Cottons, 

Sheetings, See.,
All at correct prices.

But we have lots of other 
goods to talk about besides 
Cottons, and foremost a- 
mongst them is our immense 
variety of

Tweeds h , Worsteds
For ordered clothing. New 
patterns and value right. 

Men’s and Boys’ Ready- 
Made Suits. 

Fine Dress Goods and 
Trimmings. 

Curtains and Carpets. 
New Wall Papers. 
Cheapest Groceries on the 

Hill.
Terms Cash or Trade.

C O N C R E T E  H O U S E ,
C  RICHMOND HILL.

ii -i 1 ) i;>
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GENTS FURNISHINGS
S P L E N D IE ) A S S O R T M E N T  O F

Cuffs, Ties, File White &  Colored S lits
P A N T I N G S  !

For the Newest, Nicest, Nobbiest, Neatest and Cheapest 
lines in these goods tr\ the Concrete ; and find there 

also the best and cheapest selection of

SCOTCH, ENGLISH ™ ™naiiijn two/
— A N D ----------

FINE W ORSTED SUITINGS.
Also a complete stock of Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’

READY-MADE SUITS.
F IN E  A S S O R T M E N T  O F

GENTS' SPRING HATS,
IN EN G LISH  AND AM ERICAN STYLES

Stylish Dress G-oods, Prints, Ging­
hams, Chambrays, Muslins, Silks, 

Satins, Lace, Embroideries at
closest figures.

W . A T K IN S O N ,
D IR E C T IM PORTER.

SEEDS,
SEEDS,SEEDS.

Everything for the Field, 
Vegetable &  Flower Garden

- A T -

F A V O B A B L B  F K I O E S .
H a n d s o m e ,  I l l u s t r a t e d  a n d  D e s c r i p t i v e  

C a t a l o g u e s  F r e e .

SEED GRAINS !
S p e c i a l  P r i c e s  p a i d  f o r  C h o i c e  C l e a n  S a m p l e s  

•in W h e a t ,  O a t s ,  B a r l e y ,  E y e ,  P e a s ,  C o r n ,  S e e .

■ — D O N ’T  F A I L  T O  C A L L -------------

S T E E L E  B R O S .  O O . ,
COR. FRONT AND JA R V IS STS., TORONTO.

1 8 8 7 .

A Splendid Assortment ofTweeds, Shirtings, Cottons, &o., &c.
Dress Goods,Flannels, &e.

AT

THE F IEE  PROOF,


