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R ic h m o n d  H i l l ,  T h u rsd a y , M ar. 11, ’8 6 .

V IL L A G E  C A R E T A K E R .

We congratulate this Council on 
the choice which they made of a 
pan to act as general caretaker ot 
the viljage. Mr.. Brownlee has all 
the requisite qualities to discharge 
to tlie lull all that such an officer is 
expected to do. This is the second 
week in which he has acted, and 
from all quarters, from villagers, 
school teachers, &c., we hear noth
ing but words of praise and satis
faction. We wis.h Mr. Brownlee 
(everything good in his new career.

MAST YORK.

The expected vaeancy in East 
York is beginning to attract atten
tion. Itis said .that Mr. James, 
Reeve of Markham, is spoken oi as 
a canuidate. ,'Mr. Bruce’s name 
Jias also been mentioned. In fact 
the locally aanfciHous aie egion. 
So far as othet̂  a?te concerned, by 
jfar the most prominent is Mr. G. B. 
Smith, ot Toronto, of whom the 
Globe lart week sai<d

“  Messrs. G . 3 .  Sm ith  Partners, 
w h olev ile  d r y g o o d s  m erchants, 39 F ron t 
Stre£j, W est, have proved t.> be o i.e  ol 
the dfBtinguistied financial successes o f 
fjan ada . T hey  claim to  cu t  rather under 
current prices, ant} make up the loss on 
profits by bu yin g  /o r  cash and selling 
on ly  to sound m erchant', au:J although 
they g.ve the average tprms o f cred it, 
th ey  seldom  lose  by bad  debts. The 
principal partner ia  the fji'tn, M r. G . B. 
Sm ith , com m enced  business with very 
Jittle capital in S t. M ary ’s, S ou th  P ertli, 
iu  the fa ll o f 1862. H e  then built up 
on e  o f  tbe  largest retail businesses in 
that part o f the com ity , aijd am assed a 
b#udsom e fortu n e , which has evidently  
increased rapidly  since his rem oval to 
.T oronto in 1875. T hrough  his active 
business life, M r. Sm ith  has always taken 
a lively  interest in public affairs,as shown 
b y  his work 011 the V o lu n teer  R eception  
C om m ittee  last sum m er, aud the previous 
sum m er by h lB  active exertions ac Chair 
man o f  the M ow at R eception  C om m ittee. 
H is zeal in the c ity ’s interests cou ld  not 
b e  better attested than by the strong 
effort m ade by the St. Thom as’ W ard 
people to induce him to remain in the 
C ity C ouncil when he aunouuced his in 
tention  o f retir in g .”

T H E  L IC E N S E  QUESTION.

1 he proposal ot our Provincial 
Government to raise the licences ol 
those who would engage in the liq 
uor traffic, has occasioned some 
little hub-bub. It j.s admitted 011 
a'l hands that in as much as the 
Proviricial revenue is stationary, 
while the expenditure necessarily 
increases with time, some means 
must be taken to mal̂ e up the de
ficiency. But the proposed increase 
in lic.ense-fees is objected to on the 
ground that tlie municipalities will 
thereby be the Josers. We might 
radically reject this objection on the 
broad ground that in Canada to-day 
the vast majority of the people hold 
that to permit or pnpourage a dan- 
geious business njerely for the sake 

■ot deriving a revenue is unwise, un
charitable, and unchristian. But 
the proposed action of the Ontario 
Government need not interfere at 
all with municipal finances. Tlie 
profits in the liquor trade are enor
mous. II very lew ot those who 
cany on the business fail to make a 
competency, the failure is due solely 
to the teirible temptations which 
surround them, and to which they 
so very often succumb,

Let municipalities, therefore, a- 
bate no jot ol the fee which they 
now impose on the keepers of pub
lic houses. If thjs fias the effect of 
closing some hotels, not only teeto 
talers, but even many pf those who 
drink, will rejoice. If it raises 
whiskey to ten cents a glass, they 
will rejoice still more. For we may 
rest assured that if resort to direct 
taxation is one of the things to be, 
the people pf Ontario will insist on 
the last farthing being lgvied on 
alcohol and tobacco before they will 
suffer the necessaries of lile to be 
burdened.
T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  R IE L .

The struggle at Ottawa promises 
to be of the most interesting Kind. 
On the one side is a Government 
stiong in numbers, but weak in abil
ity, and altogether destitute of 
character. On the other side is an 
opposition numerically weak, but 
abounding in intellectual and mor̂ l 
force. The power of the govern

ment is not to be measured by what 
meets the eye. Beneath the surface, 
yet at times cropping forth, is a gi 
gantic mesh-work of corruption in 
conspiracy. This it is, #hich, con
joined with the prostration of Cana
dians in all that pertains to the po
litical interests ot Canada, makes us 
dispair of a near break tn the pre
vailing idarkness. And we confess 
that the assurance that the people 
are sound at heart gives us little 
comfort.

just now interest in the affairs of 
the Dominion is narrowed down to 
the coming debate on Riel. Already 
Sir John Macdonald has shown a 
crooked hand. He has engaged one 
of his stifiest supporters, Mr. Ph. 
Landry, of Montmagny, to move 
what purports to be a*vote of cen
sure on the Government for the ex
ecution of Riel, but which is only a 
pretext to enable it, not to clear its 
skirts, but to make possible the le- 
turn of the bolting Bieus into the 
Conservative camp. But here Sir 
John will be toiled, lor an abler than 
he has determined otherwise. The 
Hon. Edward Blake is resolved that 
the Liberals in Parliament will give 
no expression of opinion until a 
most exhaustive investigation shall 
afford them the necessary light.

Every paper and document which 
bear on the subject have been asked 
tor, and will be aske f̂or until they 
are produced or flatly relused. To 
refuse would be an ugly business, 
but already Sir John has begun to 
make promises fraught with many 
conditions. Here it must he kept 
in mind that Sir John still has at 
his back a sufficient number of those 
\yho in return for substantial favors 
will recoil at nothii g which he may 
piopose. But if the Hon. Edward 
Blake succeeds in accomplishing 
nothing else, he will at least have 
the satisfaction of holding up to the 
gaze of Canada the true inwardness 
ot the North-West Rebellion.

Meanwhile Sir John delays, for 
he has much to prepare before en
tering on a conflict in House. His 
organs in Ontario are preaching a 
crusade’agajnst French domination, 
notwithstanding that a very short 
time ago they were1 wont to soundly 
rate Liberals for hinting at such a 
thing. His organs in Quebec are 
all intent on exhibiting the hatred 
which, they assert, English-speak- 
ing Liberals entertain towards the 
French. When sufficient Protes
tant bigotry has been engendered in 
Ontario, and when sufficient Catho
lic bigotry has been engendered in 
Quebec, then Sir John will give the 
command to fire. A cunning course 
this, a characteristic couise this of 
him who is a laughing stock when 
he enters the arena of legitimate 
statesmanship, but who towers high 
above all in the judicious distribu
tion ot the public money for the 
retention of power.

T E M P E R A N C E V I L L E .

From an occasional Correspondent.
M k. E d it o 'r :— A llow  me a little  space 

111 you r pauer for  a few words from  Teui- 
peranceville.

W ell, I  m ust say there have been many 
changes since the days when our school 
a as sucuessi uliy taught by such gentle
men as U r. R u th erford , o f  A urora , and 
later 011 by D r. C oulter, o f  the same 
place, Dr. W illm ot, now  in  C hrrlotte. 
M ich ., D r. VV. Tracey, now  practising in 
W estfield, M ass., and yourself. Since 
m at tune m any o f the scholars have 
grown to be  men and w om en, aud are 
scattered around in different parts o f the 
w orld ; som e have passed away, but those 
who are le ft look  back on our school days 
vlit n the boys used to  fro lic , and say, 
what a j . lly tim e we had.

W e  cann ot forget tiie days passed in 
the o ld  school house, even to  the pow der 
explosion , hi those days a lady teacher 
oou ld  not havb held the fort. N ow  we 
have a com fortab le  school house, a good  
attendance o f pupils, who are instructed 
by an accom plished and painstaking fe 
male— M iss W allace— whoso services a ie  
m uch appreciated.

Our store and post offices changed hands 
last tall. M r. W . Bufclei is the present 
proprietor, w ho is doin g  a g ood  business 
and has tlie g ood  wishes o f  the com m un
ity. H(i is very accom m odating w ith his 
m any patrons.

W e  rpgret to say that M r. Jno. B ay- 
11011, sr ., m et with an accident a couple 
o f weeks ago. W h ile  engaged  in bu tch 
ering pigs his knife slipped , and cut his 
hand severely.

Mrs. N orm an D oan  has been visiting 
her old friends a iou n d  here.

D raw in g  gravel and w ood is the prin 
cipal w ork around here ju s t  now .

M r. R ich ard  Thom as pulled  dow n his 
old  stable last sum m er and built a new 
on.e, aud m oved  his barn, m aking them 
m uch m ore con ven ien t than they were 
before. H e  intends bu ild in g  a new house 
before  lon g , as he says it is alm ost im 
possible to keep his wife and c$m ily com 
fortab le  such winters as these.

R e v . M r. Savago has been  hold in g  
m eetings iu the church 011 tow n line, 
and has now com m enced  in the brick 
chu rch , whtr^L the m em bers are ex p ect
ing a m ost sMe^essful series of, m eetings.
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G E T T IN G  R E A D Y
FOR

STOCK TAKING !
Great, Bargains

A T

T H E  C O N C R E T E .
W . A T K IN S O N .

r r r

LO O K  H E R E  !
STYLES

Call and see our present

OF CARRIAGES !
Consisting of

33 XT G  G  I  E  S
Of different styles,

SURREYS, CORNING WAGONS. 
EXTENSION TOP CARRIAGES,

 AND:—-— «•
GENTS’ DRIVING CAETS !

Or any style made to order. Order at once. We guarantees 
all material and workmanship to be the best produced. 

Try us and be convinced that our work is second 
to none. Prices low. Horse-shoeing and re

pairing a specialty.

W R IG H T  BROS.

THE FIRE PROOF,
IS TH E PLACE FOR NEW  AND STYLISH

M I L L I N E R Y  !
N O  O L D  S T O C K .

B O N N ET S A SPECIALTY !
A LARGE STOCK OF

BLANKETS AND WOOLLEN GOODS; !
At Lowest Prices.

D R E S S  G Q O D S
In Endless Variety, Cheap and Good.

Groceries, Crockery, Hardware, <5fcc.
ISAAC CROSBY.


