
AN UNEXPLAINED MYSTERY.
A  T A L E  O F  C A N A D I A N  B A C K W O O D S  L I F E .
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entrtuted Peters to tel! them ihe p-iiticuura

A dilapidated, old and ruined sawmill in, 
o r  »t lo«Bt was, until a short time a g o , stand - 
in g  (surrounded by ft lev? ancient log dwell­

i n g s  more doUpldated, if possible,and time 
/ . " .t o in  iti i :1 sterni-worn than i tu e lf , on a small 

t r i b u t a r y  • f the G r i n d  R iv e r  in  O n ta r io .  
T h e s e  old b u ild in g s  h a d  n o t  b a en  u s e d  fo r  
m a n y  y e a r s ; aad when I  l a s t  saw th o rn  
th e y  h a d  re a ch e d  an advanced s ta g e  of so rry  
d e c re p i tu d e . The c la p  b o a rd s ,  w h ic h  h a d  
o nca  c o v e re d  th e i r  log  s id e s , h a d  lo n g  ago  
d ro p p e d  a w a y  ; th o  ro o f  h a d  in  m a n y  i n ­
s ta n c e s  fa lle n  in  ; a n d  tb e  w in d o w s , in n o ­
c e n t  of g L s s ,  w e re  a lm o s t h id d e n  b y  a  r a n k  
p ro fu s io n  of w e ed s  g ro w in g  u n d iB tu rb e d  in  
th e  g a rd e n  p lo ts  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  forlorn 
h o u ses . T h e  y a rd  was o v e r g ro w n  w ith  
th is t le s  ; th e  m ill  i t B e l f  had d w in d le d  to  a 
m e re  s k e le to n  ; a n d  w h a t  w a s  n o w  le f t  of 
i t — m e re ly  th e  b la o k  b e am s  a n d  r a f te r s  — 
s to o d  o u t  g a u n t  an d  re p u ls iv e  fro m  a m o n g s t 
t h e  d e c a y in g  ru in s  a ro u n d . T h e  o ld , s te e l, 
u p r ig h t  saw re m a in e d  s t i l l  fix ed  in  i t s  ro t t e n  
w o o d en  f r a m e , b u t  i t  w a s  n e a r ly  e a te n  a w a y  
b y  r u s t ,  a n d  l ik e  t h e  m ill,  w a s  b u t  th e  
g h o s t  of i ts  fo rm e r  self.

I n  f h o r t ,  th e  w h o le  loealiSy  j-osscssed  a n  
e x c e e d in g ly  d e p re ss in g  a jid  ' re p u ls iv e  a s ­
p e c t ,  w h ic h  w as  c o n s id e ra b ly  in te n s if ie d  b y  
th e  n e a r  p ro x im ity  of a  lo n e ly , d a r k ,  e v e r ­
g re e n  s w a m p  of c e d a r  a n d  t& m arac , fro m  
w hoso  d e p th s  is su ed  th e  in k y  w a te r s  o f  a 
s u lle n  L tre am , w h ic h  flow ed  ac ro ss  th e  c le a r ­
in g  w ith  a  oa lm , im p e r tu r b a b le  c o u rs e ,u n ti l ,  
co m in g  in  o o n ta c t  v, i t h  th e  m ill m a c h in e ry , 
th e y  w e re  te a s e d  in to  a  d u ll  a n g ry  ro a r .

A  b ro o d ic g  m e la n c h o ly  h a d  ta k e n  posses 
s io n  of th o  d e s e r te d  p la c e  a n d  c la im ed  
i t  fo r  i t s  o w n . T h ia  d e c a y in g  c o lle c tio n  
of ru in e d  m ill  a n d  o ld  log  h u ts  w as  c a l le d  
M illh o llo w , a n d  w an o n ce  a  p ro m is in g  a n d  
th r iv in g  l i t t l e  s e t t le m e n t .  Its o r ig in  w as 
a lm o s t p re c is e ly  l ik e  h a l f  th e  v illa g e s  a n d  
to w n s  in  th i s  c o u n try  ; i t s  lo c a tio n  w as  
g o o d , a n d  in d e e d  th e r e  was no  re a so n , in  th e  
o rd in a ry  co u rse  of c irc u m s ta n c e s ,  w h y  M ill- 
h o llo w  Bhould n o t  b eco m e  as p re te n t io u s  as 
h a v e  som e of i ts  c o n te m p o ra r ie s .  But th e  
l i t t l e  s e t t le m e n t  w a s  n o t  d e s tin e d  fo r  any 
s u c h  f u tu r e  ; i t s  h is to ry  w a s  to  b e  o h o r t  and 
c a la m ito u s ,  e n d in g  in  d e so la tio n  a n d  d e ­
cay .

T h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  w a s  n a tu r a l ly  i n t e r ­
e s te d  in  th e s e  o ld  r u in s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  a s  h e , 
a lm o s t  fro m  e a r ly  boy  h o o d ,h a d  h e a r d  v a g u e  
h in t s  fro m  s e v e ra l o ld  w is e  a c re s  w h o c a lle d  
them aelveB  th e  f i r s t  s e t t le r s ,  of a  c e r ta in  u n ­
c a n n y  e v e n t  in  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  t h e i r  h i s to ­
ry .  A  b r ie f  h o lid a y  w as  ta k e n  a d v a n ta g e  
o f to  h u n t  u p  th e  re c o rd s ,  t h e  re s u l ts  of 
w h ic h , g le a n e d  w i th  c a re  fro m  m a n y  d i ­
v e rs e  so u rc e s , h e  th in k s  c u r io u s  e n o n g h  to  
p re s e n t  to  th e  p u b lic .

F o r ty  y e a r s  ago  th i s  C h r is tm a s ,  o r  t h e r e ­
a b o u ts ,  J a m e s  S a m p so n  a n d  h is  w ife  M a t i l ­
d a ,  c am e  to  M lllh o ilo w  fro m  L o n d o n . A  
few  y e a r s  p re v io u s  to  th e i r  a r r iv a l  Bom*1 ono 
h a d  c le a re d  a  l i t t l e  la n d  b y  th e  s id e  o f a  
s m a l l  s t r c e m  in  th e  m id e t  o f a  d re a ry  

s w a m p , a n d  b u i l t  h im se lf  a  lo g  h o u se , 
w h ic h  h e  le f t  a  few  m o n th s  a f te rw a rd s ,  
d r iv e n  a w a y  i t  is  s a id ,  b y  th e  lo n e li- 

,»3BB a n d  m o a q u ito a s . T h ia  h o u se  M r. 
a n d  M rs . S a m p so n  to o k  te m p o r a r y  p o sse s ­
s io n  o f. B e in g  a m a n  o f som e m e a n s , M r. 
S a m p so n  im m e d ia te ly  p u rc h a s e d  a  c o n s id e r ­
a b le  t r a c t  of la n d  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  c le a r in g  
a n d  s e t  a b o u t  b u i ld in g  a  la rg e  s aw  m ill a n d  
a  m o re  c o m m o d io u s  a n d  c o m fo r ta b le  re s i­
d e n ce . T h e se  c o m p le te d  h e  e n e rg e t ic a lly  
p ro c e e d e d  to  p ro v id e  lu m b e r  n e e d e d  b y  th e  
r a p id ly  a r r iv in g  se ttle rB , to  b u i ld  th e i r  
h o u se s , on  th e  ro a d  som e m ile s  a w a y , k n o w n  
a s  th e  “  o ld  L o n d o n  r o a d .” H e  p ro s p e re d  
a t  th i s  b u s in e ss  e x c e e d in g ly . T h e re  w a s  a 
r e a d y  a n d  e v e r  in c re a s in g  m a r k e t  fo r  a l l  
h is  m ill c o u ld  p ro d u c e . A  few  y e a r s  w e n t  
s w i f t ly  p a s t ,  a n d  s t i l l  t h e  t h r i f t y  m ille r  
fo u n d  h is  m ill b u s y , and. c a sh  (in  k in d )  flo w ­
in g  r a p id ly  in . A n y  one  p a ss in g  th ro u g h  
M ill  H o llo w  in  th o s e  d a y s , a n d  n o t in g  on  
e v e ry  h a n d  th a  s ig n s  of b u s y  in d u s t r y  w o n ld  
h e s i t a te  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  a  few  m o re  y e a r s  
a n d  a ll  w o u ld  beco m e  s i le n t  a g a in  as b e fo re  
th e  a d v e n t  of th e  f ir s t  s e t t le r .  S u p e r s t i t io n  
a n d  c r im e  a re  m o a t p o te n t  fa c to rs  in  r e t a r d ­
in g  th o  h e a l th y  g ro w th  of a  c o m m u n ity ,  a n d  
M ill H o llo w  w as  d e s t in e d  to  k n o w  so m e ­
th in g  o l e ac h . In  th e se  e a r ly  d a y s ,  h o w e v e r , 
c o u ld  be  heard , th e  s h a r p  w h ir  r - r  o f th e  
s te e l  s aw , t h e  ro a r  of t h e  m ill- s tr e a m , th e  
q u ic k  s t ro k e s  o f th e  w o o d m a n ’s a x e , th e  
c o m m in g le d  s o u n d s  o f a  m u l t i t u d e  o f m en 
u n lo a d in g  logs , p il in g  lu m b a r ,  a n d  th e  t h o u ­
s a n d  a n d  one  th in g s  in c id e n t  to  a  s e t t l e r ’s 
life  in  a  n e w  c o u n try .

M r. S a m p so n  h a d  b u i l t  h is  m ill  n e a r ly  
in  t h a  c e n t re  o f a  c le a r in g  o f a b o u t  fif­
te e n  acreB in  e x te n t ,  a n d  s u r ro u n d in g  
I t  a t  s h o r t  in te rv a ls  h e  h a d  aho b u i l t  a b o u t 
tw e n ty  lo g  h o u ses  to  a c c o m o d a te  h is  m ill 
h a n d s  a n d  th e i r  fa m ilie s . H is  o w n  h o u se  
w as  p re c is e ly  l ik e  a n y  on e  o f th o s e  a ll  b u t  
in  s iza  ; i t  w a s  a s  la rg e  as a n y  tw o  of th e  
o th e r s  in  th e  e e t t ’e m e n t.  A ll  th e  h o u ses  
h a d  l i t t l e  garden p lo ts  o f p e rh a p s  a  q u a r te r  
of a n  a c re  in  e a c h , s u r ro u n d e d  b y  s tro n g , 
th o u g h  ru d e ,  r a i l  fen ccs , u n lo v e ly  in  th e m ­
se lv e s  b u t  fu r n is h in g  v e ry  n e c e s s a ry  p r o ­
te c t io n  to  th e  p o u l t r y ,  p ig s  a n d  cow s fro m  
th e  w o lv e s  a n d  b e a rs  of th e  w il !e rm s s .  T h e  
r iv e r  w h ic h  s u p p lie d  th a  m o tiv e  p o w e r to  
th e  m ill ,  e m e rg e d  fro m  th e  Cedar S w a m p  a t  
th e  r ig h t - h a n d ,  r a n  th r o u g h  th e  c e n t r e  of 
th e  c le a r in g  in  a n  a lm o s t s t r a ig h t  co u rse , 
a n d  r e  e n te re d  th e  S w a m p  a g a in  a t  th e  e x ­
t r e m e  le f t.  O n one  t id e  o f th e  m ill w as  a 
g r e a t  h e a p  of saw  lo g s  c u t  fro m  enormouB 
w h ite  p in e  treeB . O n  th e  o th e r  s id e  w e re  
n e a t ly  b u i l t  p ile s  of n e w ly -s a w n  lu m b e r  
a w a it in g  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  to  th e  L o n d o n  R o a d . 
S c a t te r e d  h e re  a n d  th e r s  ovel' th e  c le a r in g  
w e re  ru d e  s le ig h s  u s e d  fo r  h a u l in g  lu m b e r  
a n d  lo g s  in  w in te r ,  a n d  h e a v y  u n g a in ly  w a g ­
g o n s  fo r  th e  sam e  d u ty  in  su m m e r. I n  
s h o r t ,  M illh o llo w  w a s  a  ty p ic a l  b a c k w o o d s  
s e t t le m e n t ,  o f w h ic h  th e r e  w e re , a t  t h a t  
t im e ,  s co res  th r o u g h o u t  O n ta rio .

T h is  w as  M illh o llo w  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  a f te r  
th e  a r r iv a l  o f t h e  S a m p jo n  fa m ily . T h e  o w n e r 
see m e d  w e ll c o n te n t  w ith  w h a th a d  b e en  a c ­
c o m p lis h ed . C u t  off th o u g h  h e  w a s  fro m  
e v e ry  se m b lan c e  of c iv il iz a tio n  b y  m ile s  a n d  
m ile s  of lo n e ly  fo re s t ,  h a  h a d  l iv e d  th o s e  
yearB in  b le sse d  t r a n q u i l i t y ,  a n d  h e  o f te n  
sa id  in  th e  h e a r in g  o t h is  m ill h a n d s  t h a t  
h e  w a s  h e a r t i ly  g la d  h e  h a d  com e . So 
w a s  n o t ,  h o w e v e r , M rs , S a m p so n . S he  
w a s  a  w o m an  o f a n  e n t i r e ly  d if f e r e n t m e n ta l  
d is p o s it io n  fro m  h e r  h u s b a n d . W h e r e  he  
was re s e rv e d  a n d  q u ie t ,  sh e  was liv e ly  a n d  
so m e tim es  e v en  b o is te ro u s  ; w h e re  h e  w as 
re f in e d  a n d  a f fe c tio n a te , B h e  w as  s o m e w h a t 
c o a r s e ; w h e re  h e  w a s  h u m b le  sh e  w as 
p ro u d , I n  s h o r t  th e  c o u p le  h a d  v e ry  l i t t l e  
in  c o m m o n , and i t  w as  a  v e ry  f o r tu n a te

th in g  ‘t h a t  no children w e re  b o rn  fro m  
th e i r  u n io n . M rs  S a m p so n  h a d  n e v e r  been  
sa tis f ie d  tc  liv e  in  th e  b ack w o o d s  I n  p o in t  
of fa c t  s h e  h i  te d  th e  life  w ith  a b id in g  h a tre d  
B u t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  c i ty -b o rn  as h e  h a d  b een , 
was re s o lv e d  to  p e rs e v e re  in hia d e te rm in a  
tion to remain b u r ie d  in  th o  w ild e rn e s s ,  on d  
tbe w ife w a s  forced to  Bubmit, so far, to h e r  
husband’s w ill.

W ith  th e  l ig h t  of a f te r  e v e n ts  b e fo re  u s , 
w h o  k n o w s  b u t  M r. S a m p so n  w a s  p ro m p te d  
in  th is  b y  a  w iae in s t in c t  of s e lf  -p re s e rv a tio n  
w h ic h  fa i le d  o n ly  b y  re a s o n  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t 
g one  d e e p  en o u g h . B u t  o f th i s  a n o n . I n  
t h e  m e a n tim e  i t  w ill b e  s u ffic ie n t to  n » te  
t h a t  th e  s e t t le r s  b e c a m e  a w a re  t h a t  M r, 
S am p so n  h a d  c o n ce iv ed  a n  in te n s e  a n t ip a th y  
to  c ity  life , a n d  t h a t  h is  w ife  M a ti ld a  lo v ed  
i t ,  th o u g h  w h y  th i s  fe e lin g  h a d  a r is e n  in  
h is  c ase  h e  n e v e r  d iv u lg e d . I t  w as  seen  t h a t  
th e y  w o re  a  s t r a n g e ly  a s s o r te d  c o u p le ,scm e - 
th in g  o u t  of th e  com m o n  in d e e d , in  th e  ill- 
a s s o r tm e n t ,  a n d  ouriouB ey es  w e re  in  c o n se ­
q u e n ce  o f to n e r  u p o n  th e m  th a n  w o u ld  o th e r  
w ise  h a v e  b ean  th e  case . I t  w a s  r e m a rk e d  
t h a t  M r, a n d  M rs. S a m p so n  n e v e r  a l lu d e d  
to  t h e i r  e a r l ie r  life  b y  a n y  c h a n c e . T h u s  i t  
b e g an  t c  b e  su sp e c te d  t h a t  th i s  p a r t  of th e i r  
liv e s  w a B  u n d e r  a  c lo u d  an d  ta b o o e d  b y  co m ­
m o n  c o n se n t. T h e  n e ig h b o rs  w e re  p e r ­
p le x e d  a t  th i s  re tic e n c e , a n d  n e v e r  n e g ­
le c te d  th e  s l ig h te s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  o b ta in  a  
c lu e  to  th e  fa n c ie  < h id d e n  m y s te ry ,  if  m y s ­
te r y  th e r e  w a s, B u t  M r. S a m p s o n ’s s e c re t ,  
d id  n o t  im m e d ia te ly  u n ro l l  i ts e lf ,  an d  
g u esses  a n d  surmiseB p ro v e d  a  w a a te  of 
v a lu a b le  tim e .

A t  la s t ,  h o w e v e r , a n  e v e n t  o .c u r r e d  
w h io h  e x c i te d  t h e  s e t t le r s  c o n s id e ra b ly ,  a n d  
g a v e  r is e  to  a  g o o d  d e a l of w h is p e r in g  a t  th e  
e x p e n s e  of M r. S a m p so n , A  s t r a n g e r  cam e  
to  th e  s e t t le m e n t  a n d  h u n g  a b o u t  t h e  p la c e  
fo r  w e e k B ,  a p p e a r in g  a t  i r r e g u l a r  in te rv a ls ,  
co m in g , fro m  n o b o d y  k n e w  w h e re , a n d  d e ­
p a r t in g  j u s t  a s  m y s te r io u s ly , b u t  a lw a y s  
k e e p i n g  o u t  o f M r. S a m p s o n 's  s ig h t.

M rs . P e te r s  th e  g o ss ip  o f th e  p la c e , d e ­
c la re d , b u t  few  p a id  a n y  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  
s to ry  a t  t h e  t i m e , th a t  sh e  saw  th i s  s t r a n g e r ,  
w h o  W as a s  i l l- fa v o re d  a s  to  lo o k s  a s  c o u ld  
w ell b e , b e in g  e n d o w ed  w ith  a  fo r b id d in g  
h o o k e d  n o se , u n g a in ly  fig u re , w id e  m o u th , 
s t ro n g  ja w s , s m a ll, h a r d  g re y  ey es , a  liv id  
d is a g re e a b le  lo o k in g  s c a r  on  o n e  c h e e k , in  
e a r n e s t  c o n v e r s a tio n  w i th  M rs . S a m p s  :>n fo r  
o v e r  tw o  h o u rs  b e h in d  th e  m ill.  H e r  c u r i ­
o s i ty  p ro m p t in g  h e r  to  w a tc h  th e  p a i r  c lo se ­
ly ,  s h e  s to le  o u t  o f h e r  h o u se  m a k in g  a  c i r ­
c u i t  of th e  m ill to  th e  o p p o s ite  a id e , h e r  i n ­
te n t io n  b e in g  to  g e t  b e h in d  a  c lu m p  of 
b u s h e s  a  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  fro m  w h e re  th e  
p a i r  w e re  s ta n d in g ,  a n d  o v e r  h e a r  w h a t  waB 
b e in g  sa id .

B u t  w h e n  sh e  re a c h e d  h e r  v a n ta g e  p o in t  
sh e  fo u n d  to  h o r  c h a g r in  t h a t  M rs . S a m p so n  
w a s  g o n e , b u t  th e  s t r a n g e r  w a s  still th e r e  
w i th  a  m o c k in g  sm ile  on  h is  l ip s  a n d  h is  face  
d ire c te d  to w a rd  th e  d w e llin g  o f th e  S a m p ­
sons. M rs . P e te r s  h a d  n o t  b e en  a t  h e r  p o s t  
tw e n ty  sec e n d s  w h e n  th e  h e a r d  fo o ts te p s  
a p p ro a c h in g  fro m  th e  d ire c t io n  o f th e  m ill. 
T h e  Btranger, e v id e n t ly  h e a r in g  th e m  to o , 

lo o k e d  s u rp r is e d  a n d  a p p re h e n s iv e , g la n c ed  
th i s  w a y  a n d  t h a t ,  a n d  fin d in g  t h a t  he  
c o u ld  n o t  g e t  o u t  of s ig h t  d re w  h im s e lf  t o ­
g e th e r  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  w as  c o n fro n te d  b y  
M r. S a m p so n . T h e  l a t t e r  h a d  b e en  w h o lly  
u n a w a re  o f th e  s t r a n g e r 's  p re s e n c e , fo r  M rs . 
P e te r s  saw  h im  s u d d e n ly  co m e  to  a  fu ll  s to p  
a n d  h e a r d  h im  e ja c u la te  in  c o n s te rn a tlo u  
a n d  a n g e r :

“ M y  G o d !  R e d la w , y o u  h e re ?  M a n , 
o r  r a th e r  d e v i l ! t a k e  h e e d  t h a t  yo u  
do  n o t  crosB m y  p a th  o n ce  to o  o fte n . I  h a v e  
su ffe re d  m u c h  fro m  y o u , a n d  th e r e ’s a  l im it  
to  h u m a n  e n d u ra n c e .  W h y  d id  y o u  se e k  
u s  o u t?  W h a t  d o y o u e x p e c ;  to  do  ? B u t  
I  n e e d  n o t  a sk  y o u — I  n e e d  n o t  a sk  y o u . 
B ag  jn e  ! a n d  a ilo w  m e  a n d  m in e  to  liv e  o u r  
liv e s  in  p e a c e .1’

T h e  s t r a n g e r  t u r n e d  a w a y  w i th  a  d e r is iv e  
la u g h ,a n d  aa h e  s t ro d e  o ff M rs . P e te r s  h o a rd  
h im  s a y  :

“ H u m b u g ;  Y o u 'v e  h a d  y o u r  in n in g s , S a m p ­
so n . I 'v e  a w o rn  to  h a v e  m in e  if  I  h a v e  to  
fo llo w  y o n  to  th e  p i t  ’

I h e  s t r a n g e r  w as n c ts o e n  ags,in  in  M il lh o l­
lo w , b u t  i t  w as  n o tic e d  b y  M rs . P e te r s  th u t  
M r. S am p so n  w aa  a  c h a n g e d  m a n  th e re a f te r .  
H e  g re w  m o o d y  a n d  c a re w o rn  ; e a t in g  l i t t l e  
o r  n o th in g ,  a n d  m o v e d  a ro u n d  l ik e  a  m an  
ju s t, re c o v e r in g  fro m  a  s ev e re  illn e ss .

A  fe w  w e e k s  a f te r  th e  s t r a n g e r  a fina l d is ­
a p p e a ra n c e  o c c u r re d  th e  t r a g d y  w h ic h  t h r i l ­
le d  th e  w h o le  c o u n ty  w ith  t e r r o r  a n d  d i s ­
m a y .

T h e  o w n e r  of M illh o llo w  w as  d o n e  to  
d e a th ,  a n d  h is  w ife  w a s  n o w h e re  to  b e  fo u n d . 
T h ia  s h o c k in g  e v e n t  w aa  d is c o v e re d  th e  
fo llow !; g  m o rn in g  a f t a r  i ts  o c cu rre n ce  by  
M r. B ro o k e , th -  fo re m a n  of th e  m ill.  H e  
u s u a l ly  re a c h e d  th e  m ill  in  th e  m o rn in g  a 
few  m in u te s  b e fo re  a n y b o d y  elso  to  p re p a re  
f o r  t h e  d a i ly  r o u t in e ,  a n d  th i s  p a r t ic u la r  
m o rn in g  w a s  no  e x c e p tio n  to  th e  ru le  

T h e  fo re m a n  o b s e rv e d  n o th in g  u n u s u a l 
u n t i l  he re a c h e d  th e  s ta i r s  w H c h  led  to  th e  
b o tto m  of th e  m ill,  a n d  o n  th e s e  h e  w as  h o r ­
r if ie d  to  see  s e v e ra l  p o o ls  of b lo o d , A t  th e  
sam e  t im e  h e  o b s e rv e d  th e  o u tl in e  of a  h u ­
m a n  fo rm  ly in g  in  th e  s a w d u s t  a t  th e  fo o t 
of th e  s ta i r s .  R u s h in g  o u t  a t  c n ee  a n d  c a l l ­
in g  h e lp , M r, B ro o k e  w e n t  h ack  to  fu  th e r  
in v e s t ig a te ,  w h ic h  re s u l te d  in  fin d in g  M r. 
S am p so n  ly in g  in  a  p o o l of b lo o d  c o ld  a n d  
s ’-,iff,

H e  h a d  b a e n  s ta b b e d  in  th e  n e ck  fro m  be 
h in d  a u d  h ia  b o d y  flu n g  d o w n  th e  s ta i r s  u n ­
d e r  t l ie  floor o f th e  m ill a m o n g s t th a  b la c k  
t im b e r s  a n d  h e a p s  o f m o is t  s a w d u s t ,  w h e re  
i t  h a d  e v id e n t ly  la in  a l l  n ig h t .  W h e n  th is  
d is c o v e ry  w as  m a d e , th e  w o rk m e n  se le c te d  
one  of t h e i r  n u m b e r  to  b re a k  th e  a ad  t id in g s  
to  th e  w id o w  w h o  w a s  s u p p o se d  to  be  a t  
h o m e . T h e  m e sse n g e r , a  fe w  m o m e n ta  l a t ­
e r ,  r e tu r n e d  h u r r ie d ly  w i th  t h e  in te ll ig e n c e  
t h a t  t h e  h o u se  w a s  d e s e r te d .a n d M r s .  S a m p ­
so n  n o w h e re  to  be  fo u n d ,

A lth o u g h  a n  im m e d ia te  h u e  a n d  c ry  w as 
ra is e d ,  th e  m u rd e re r  w as  n o t  d is c o v e re d , 
w h ic h  w aa n o t  r e m a rk a b le ,  aa h e  h a d  sev e r- 
a l h o u r s ’ s t a r t ,  a n d  th e  sw a m p  w as  d e n se , 
a n d  m a n y  m iles  in  e x te n t ,  su ff ic ie n tly  J a r g e ,  
in  f a c t ,  to  h id e  a n  a rm y  o f m u rd e re rs .

T h o  a u th o r i t ie s  a t  th e  c o u n ty  to w n  b e s t i r ­
re d  th e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  sent officers h e re  a n d  
th e r e ,  b u t  all to  no  p u rp o s e , T h e  m u r d e r ­
e r  de fied  a ll p u r s u i t .  N e i th e r  co u ld  
a n y th in g  h e  le a rn e d  of M ra . S a m p s o n — sh e  
h a d  d is a p p e a re d  as e ffe c tu a lly  as if th e  e a r th  
h a d  o p e n ed  a n d  s w a llo w e d  h e r  u p . T h e  
s e t t l e r s  b e th o u g h t  th e m s e lv e s  of t h e  r e c e n t  
v is i t  o f th e  m y s te r io u s  Btranger, a n d  a s e r ­
io u s  effort w as  m a d e  to  t r a c e  h im  u p ,  b u t  i t  
le d  to  n o th in g .

S u sp ic io n  p o in te d  to  a  g u i l ty  c o m p lic ity  
of th e  w ife  a n d  the Btranger, b u t  su sp ic io n

was not nscefsarily fact, and tho pair, if 
they were guilty, h d coverod their tracks 
so well that it availed nothing, "irriy, 
meanwhile, sped along as usual, and the 
settlers gradually returned, to their ,,ve,ca­
tions. Mr, BrooKe, as foreman of the work­
men of the mil!, assumed charge as before 
the marder, and the mill v rje  started once 
more and would run until it was k n o w n  
what hsd b ocme of Mrs. Sampr.on,

The t n g e d y  continued, a. a  matter of 
course, the all a b s o rb in g  topic in the s e t t l e ­
ment, T h e  m ill-h a n d s  r a r e ly  e n te ;c d  th e  
m ill without shuddering, and n o t  one  of 
th e m , e v en  d a re -d e v il  D ic k  H a r t  n i t  e x c e p t 
e d , e v e r  c a re d  to  v e n tu r e  to  th e  g lo o m y  r e ­
cesses u n d e r  the u p p e r  floor w h e re  t h e  m u r ­
d e re d  m an  w a s  fo u n d  a m o n g s t t h e  s lim y  
d e b r is .  T h e  s p o t w a s  to o  suggoBtive. T h e  
dim u n c e r ta in  r a y s  of l ig h t  w h ic h  s tru g g le d  
fe e b ly  through t h e  in s te r s t ic e s  of th e  logs 
a n d  c la p  b o a rd s ,  w e re  j u s t  d im  e n o u g h  to  
sh ed  a n  u n o a n n y  g la m o u r  a ro u n d  ; a n d  th e  
n e v e r -c e a s in g  g u rg lin g  of w a te r  fro m  th o  
m ill ra c e  in te n s if ie d  th e  fee lin g  o f d re a d  
w h ic h  e v e ry  one f e l t  th e  m o m e n t th e  c h e e r ­
fu l  d a y  l ig h t  a b o v e  w a s  le f t  b e h in d  t t e  t r a p  
d o o r o f t h e  u p p e r  floor.

I I
O n C h ris tm aB  e v en in g , s ev e ra l m o n th s  

a f t e r  th e  o c c u r re n c e  of th e  t r a g e d y ,  M r. 
B ro o k e , th e  fo rem a n , h is  w ife  e n d  fa m ily , 
a n d  s e v e ra l o f t h e  m ill h a n d s  in c lu d in g  th e  
r e d o u b ta b le  D ic k  H a r t ,  w e re  g a th e re d  a f te r  
s u p p e r  a ro u n d  th e  im m e n se  o p e n  fire  p laca , 
in  w h ic h  g r e a t  lo g s  of w o o d  ro a re d  a n d  
flam ed  a n d  B ent o u t  v o lu m e s  o f g e n ia l 
w a rm th  a n d  l ig h t  th ro u g h o u t  th o  ca p a c io u s  
a p a r tm e n t ,  w h io h  s e rv e d  th e  d o u b le  c a p a c ­
ity ' o t l iv in g  a n d  s i t t in g  ro o m  in  M r, B ro o k e ’s 
ab o d e .

I t  h a d  b e en  s n o w in g  h e a v i ly  a ll  d a y , a n d  
n o w  a s  th e  n ig h t  h a d  s e t t le d  d o w n  t h e  s to rm  
w a s  g r e a t ly  in c re a se d . T h e  w in d  h o w le d  
o u ts id e  o v e r t h e  d a r k  a n d  g ru e so m e  fo re a t ,  
a n d  cam e  in  h e a v y  a n d  w e ll s u s ta in e d  g u s ta  
a g a in s t  th e  s ta u n c h  lo g  h o u s e , r a t t l i n g  th e  
w in d o w s  a s  if  i t  w o u ld  s h a k e  th e m  o u t  of 
th e i r  f r a m e s , a n d  ro a r in g  a u lle n ly  d o w n  th o  
c a v e rn o u s  c h im n e y . E v e ry  one  f e l t  t h a n k ­
fu l  o f a  ro o f  on  s u c h  a  n ig h t ,  a n d  n o  h o n e s t 
m a n  c a r e d  to  b e  a b ro a d , T h e  c o n v e rsa tio n  
a t  M r. B ro o k e ’s t u r n e d ,  a f t e r  a  t im e ,a s  w as  
n a tu r a l ,  u p o n  th e  ia te  t r a g e d y ,  w h ic h , a l 
th o u g h  i t  a l r e a d y  h a d  b een  d is c u s s e d  frovr. 
a lm o s t e v e ry  p o in t  of v ie w , w aa  s t i l l  a  Bub- 
j e c t  of absorbing in te r e s t  to  e v e ry  re s id e n t  
o f M illh o llo w .

“ I  t h in k  i t  v e ry  s t r a n g e ,” M r. B ro o k e  
b e g a n , “ t h a t  t h e  a u th o r i t ie s  h a v e  y e t  m a d e  
n o  h e a d w a y  in  t r a c in g  t h a t  s t r a n g e r  w h o  
w as  h e re  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  th e  m a r d e r ,”

“  B less  y o u r lif e ,  w h e re  a re  th e y  to look  ?’* 
a n sw e re d  o ld  Sol P e te r s ,  re m o v in g  his pipe 
fro m  h is  m o u th  w i th  a  je r k .  “ Who k n o w s  
b u t  t h a t  fe llo w  m a y  be  a  th o u s a n d  miles 
off b y  th i s  tim e , i  b e lie v e  h e  g o t  ‘tin’ 
en o n g h  fro m  S a m p so n  to  c a r ry  h im  to  
C h in a .”

“  I  d o n ’t  t h in k  h e  g o t  m ti ih  m o n e y ,” s a id  
D ic k  H a r t ,  “ fo r  I ’ve  h e a r d  M ra. S am p so n  
s a y  t h a t  t h e  o ld  m a n  a lw a y s  h id  h is  m o n e y  
a o m e w h e re  a n d  n e v e r  c a r r ie d  m u c h  a ro u n d  
w i th  h im .”

“  D o  y o u  t h in k  M rs . S a m p so n  s h a r e d  h e r  
h u s b a n d ’s f a te ?  ”  q u e r ie d  M r B ro o k e  o f n o ­
b o d y  in  p a r t ic u la r .

“  N o ,” s a id  D ic k  H a r t  a a i f h e  h a d  b een  
p e ra o n a l ly  a p p e a le d  to . “  N o ; y o  s c a n  d e ­
p e n d  u p o n  i t  w h e re e v e r  t h a t  h o o k -n o sed  
s t r a n g e r  h a s  g o n e  M a t i ld a  S a m p so n  w ill  n o t  
b e  f a r  a w a y . I  b e lie v e  th e  m a r d e r  w as  a 
p u t  u p  jo b  b e tw e e n  th e m , a n d  th e y  h a v e  
g o n e  a w a y  to g e th e r ,  a n d  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  
a re  a  p av ce l of ja c k a s se s  o r  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e en  c a u g h t  b e fo re  t h i s . ”

“  I  am  so m e tim e s  h a lf  in c lin e d  to  th in k  
a s  y o u  d o ” M r  B ro o k e  s a id  q u ie t ly ,  “ y e t  
w e  m a y b e  d o in g  a n  in n e c e n t  p e rs o n  a g re a t  
w ro n g  b y  o u r  su sp ic io n s . ”

“ W h y  i t s  aa p la in  a s  a  p ik e s ta f l ,” a n ­
s w e re d  H a r t .  “  M a t i ld a  S a m p so n  a n d  
H o o k  n o se  a re  lo v e rs . T h e y  p ro b a b ly  u n ­
d e rs to o d  one  a n o th e r  p r e t t y  th o ro u g h ly  in  
th o  ‘o ld  c o u n t r y . ’ M r. S a m p s o n , to  a v o id  
tro u b le  a n d  H o o k  n o se  to g e th e r ,  com es to  
C a n a d a  a n d  h id e s  h im s e lf  in  th e  b a c k ­
w o o d s. F o r  Eomc y e a r s  t h e r e  is  p e ac e . B u t  
f in a lly  H o o k -n o se  h u n ts  u p  h is  o ld  flam e ,w h o  
b y  th i s  t im e  is  t i r e d  o f m o sq u ito e s  a n d  h e r  
h u s b a n d ’s c o m p a n y , a n d  is q u i te  re a d y  to  go 
a n y w h e re  o r d o  a n y th in g  to  e sc ap e  th e m . 
T h e  p re c io u s  p a i r  p lo t  to  p u t  S am p so n  o u t  
o f th e  w a y , a n d  t a k e  w h a t  m o n ey  h e  h a d  
s a v e d , fo r  th e i r  o w n  u»e, T h e  p la n  su cce ed s , 
a n d  th e y  a re  go n e . T h a t ’s m y  u n ra v e ll in g  
of th e  m y o te ry .”

T h is  o p in io n  e v id e n t ly  co in c id ed  w i th  th e  
id e a s  e n te r ta in e d  b y  th e  o th e r  s e t t le r s ,  as  no  
one  c a l le d  i t  in to  q u e s tio n , a n d  a ll  g re w  s o l­
em n  o v e r t h e  e n o rm ity  of t h e  c r im e  th u s  
p re s e n te d ,  a n d  ahook  th e i r  h e a d s  a n d  g a v e  
eac h  o th e r  s ig n if ic a n t looks .

O ld  S o l P e te r s ,  once  m o re  re m o v in g  th e  
e v e r -p re s e n t  p ip e  fro m  h is  m o u th , s t a r t l e d  
th e  w h o le  c o m p a n y  b y  a s s e r t in g  t h a t  he  
w o u ld  n o t  be  a t  a l l  s u rp r is e d  if  M r. S a m p ­
so n  s h o u ld  w a lk  in  u p o n  th e m  a t  a n y  m o ­
m e n t.

M rs . B ro o k e , lo o k in g  h o rr if ie d , th re w  
d o w n  h e r  k n i t t i n g  a n d  s ta r e d  a t  t h e  im p e r ­
tu r b a b le  P e te r s ,  th e n  e ja c u la te d :

“ M y  g o o d n ess , M r. P e te r s ,  w h a t  do  y o u  
m e an  ? Y o u  s u re ly  d o n ’t  th in k  th e  p o o r  m a n  
is  w a n d e r in g  a ro u n d  s u c h  a  n ig h t  a s  th i s  ? 
B u t ,  fu d g e  ! d id n ’t  w e  b u ry  h im  ?

“ Y es, w e p u t  h ia  b o d y , p o o r m a n , In to  
th e  g ro u n d  ; b u t  do  you BuppoBe, as  long as 
h is  m u rd e re r  s ta y  a unhung, t h a t  h ia  a p ir i t  
c an  r e s t  quiet ? N o . H e ’ll  com e one  of these 
d a y s  a n d  a sk  u s  if  w e ’re  n o t  a sh a m e d  o f o u r  
selves to  b e  resting a n d  sleeping a n d  enjoy­
in g  ourBelves, leaving th e  villain w h o  s t r u c k  
h im , to  live on  h is  i l l-g o tte n  g a in s  in  s a fe ty .  
P e rh a p s  y o u  w ill n o t  believe m e, b u t  I  
k n o w  of m o re  t h a n  o n e  p o o r m o r ta l  co m in g  
b a c k  fro m  th e  o th e r  w o r ld  b ecau se  o f som e 
uneasiness regarding p e rs o n a l a ffa irs  in  
t h i s . ”

F ro m  w h ic h  th e  in te l l ig e n t  r e a d e r  w ill in ­
fe r  t h a t  o ld  S o l P e te r s  d id  n o t  b e lo n g  to  th e  
m o d e rn  m a te r ia l is t ic  sch o o l, b u t.  on  th e  c o n ­
t r a r y ,  h e  h a d  filled  h is  m in d  fu ll  o f o ld  
w iveB’ fa b le s  a n d  s u p e r s t i t io n s  u n t i l  h a lf  
th e  c h ild re n  in  th e  s e t t le m e n t  a v o id e d  h im  
as  th e y  w o u ld  t h e  d ev il.

B e in g  w h a t  h e  w as  i t  w as  n o t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  
P e te r s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  in d u c e d  to  e n te r  th e  
m ill  a f te r  th e  o c c u rre n ce  o f th e  m u rd e r  
H e  w o u ld  c h e e rfu lly  u n d e r ta k e  a n y  k in d  of 
w o rk  o u ts id e  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  w aa n o t  re q u ir e d  
in  th e  m ill,  D ic k  H a r t ,  h o w e v e r , w a s  m a d e  
of d if f e r e n t m a te r ia l .  I t  m a t te r e d  l i t t l e  to  
h im  w h e th e r  h e  w as  in s id e  o r o u ts id e  th e  
m ill,  a n d  h e  w as  p o p u la r ly  b e lie v e d  to  fe a r  
n e i th e r  m a n  n o r  th e  E v i l  S p ir i t .  H e  e v en  
e n jo y e d  h e a r in g  o th e r  p eo p le  r e la t in g  s t o r ­
ies o f t h e  s u p e r n a tu r a l ,  a n d  so n o w , a f te r  
P e te r s  h a d  s o le m n ly  w a rn e d  th e  c o m p a n y  
w h a t  th e y  m ig h t  e x p e c t,  h e  le a n e d  b a c k  in  
h is  cosy  s e a t ,  p u ffed  l i t t l e  c lo u d s  o f to b a c co  
sm o k e  ab o v e  h is  h e a d  fo r  a  m in u te ,  a n d  
th e n  w in k in g  a t  th e  r e s t  of th e  c o m p a n y , h e

of some nuch occurrence as he has1 mention­
ed, •

Peters, after h e m m in g  and h a w in g  for a 
li’ tlo, oils, iy  e re p lie d  i a  a low grave Wmo 
ae follows :

“  I  r e a l1}’ have seen several visitants from 
th e  o th e r  world. Tho first time was many, 
many years ago , though [ re m e m b e r  the 
event well enough, and ir, is tho one I. oh all 
te l l  y o u  a b o u t  I w.‘ s a y o u n g  man when it 
o c c u r re d  a n d  it ne.turally m a d e  a  deep im ­
pression i n o n  me,— a n  im p re s s io n  w h ic h  
h a d  a  g o o d  d e a l to  do  w i th  m a k in g  m e  w h a t  
you see  m e  to . : ! a y .a  d e v o u tly  re lig io u s  m a n ,' 
l iv in g  in  t b e  b le a -e d  h o p e  o f o n e  d a y  c o m ­
in g  face to  face  w i th  d e a r  f r ie n d s  lo n g  p a s s ­
e d  a w a y  fre m  th is  tro u b le d  b u s t l in g  life  of 
o u rs  I  fee l s u re  I  Bhall see  a n d  k n o w  
th e m  a n d  t h a t  th e y  w iil see a n d  k n o w  m e. 
W ith  t h a t  I  a m  c o n t e n t ; w h a t m o re  in d e e d  
c o u ld  on e  d e s ire ,

“  W e l l ,  a s  I  w as  s a y in g , w h e n  I  w a s  q u ito  
a  y o u n g  m a n , m y  b r o th e r  A d a m , w h o  w aa 
o ld e r  th a n  I  w as  w e n t  to  sea , H e  w a s  a  
m id d y  on  H . M . S  Jicdor. F iv e  y e a rs  
la te r  h is  v e sse l w a s  o rd e re d  to  th e  W e s t 
In d ie s  a n d  to o k  p a r t  in  s e v e ra l  e n g a g e m e n ts  
w ith  th e  F re n c h , W e  h e a r d  th i s  fro m  
s e v e ra l sea m e n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  h o m e  
w ith  w o u n d s  w h ic h  p re v e n te d  th e m  fro m  
s e rv in g  H is  M a je s ty  a n y  fu r th e r .

“  B u t  n o n e  c o u ld  t e l l  ua a n y th in g  o f  
A d a m , a n d  a s  w e reo o iv ed  oo  l e t t e r s  o r o th e r  
in te ll ig e n c e , w e  d id  n o t  k n o w  fo r  s e v e ra l 
m o n th s  w h e th e r  h e  w a s  a liv e  o r  d e a d , a n d  
w e  n a tu r a l ly  g ie w  v e ry  u n e a s y  a b o u t  h im . 
M y  m o th e r ,  t h o n w e l l u p i n  y e a r s ,  w o rr ie d  
a  g r e a t  d e a l  o v e r  th e  lo n g  s ile n c e , a a d  ono 
d a y  sh e  s a id  t h a t  A d a m , a liv e  o r  d e a d , 
o u g h t  to  k n o w  of so m e  w a y  of re l ie v in g  th e  
a n x ie ty  w e  f e l t  fo r  h im . T h e  n ig h t  a f te r  
sh e  sa  d  th iB , I  f e l t  v e ry  m U e ia b le "  th in k in g  
a b o u i  m y  b r o th e r ,  a n d  to s se d  a b o u t  fo r  
h o u r B  w ith o u t  b e in g  a b le  to  g o  to  s leep .

F in a l ly ,  I  th in k  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  to ­
w a rd s  m o rn in g , I  s a n k  in to  a  s o r t  o f u n ­
e a s y  s lu m b e r  fro m  w h ic h  I  w a s  s u d d e n ly  
a w a k e n e d  b y  som e ono  s a y in g  c lo se  to  m y  
e a r ,  ‘ B r o th e r  S o lo m o n , S o lo m o n  ' I  lo o k e d  
a ro u n d  th e  room  ; a s  i t  w as  s t i l l  d a r k l c o u ld  
sea  n o  o n e , a n d  b e lie v in g  t h a t  I  w as  th e  
v ic tim  o f so m e  t r o u b le d  d re a m , I  soon  c lo s ­
e d  m y  ey es , a n d  w a s  a b o u t  to  s in k  once 
m o re  in to  s lu m b e r ,  w h e n  I  h e a r d  t h e  sa m e  
w o rd s  a s  b e fo re , s p o k e n  v e ry  d i s t in c t ly  
c lo se  to  m y  e a r . I n e ta n t ly  e v e ry  f a c u l ty  1 
p o sse sse d  w as fu lly  a w a k e . T h e  ro o m  s u d ­
d e n l y  b e ca m e  L ight fro m  a  fu l l  m o o n  w h ic h  
h a d  b u r s t  th r o u g h  th e  s c u r ry in g  c lo u d s  fo r  
p. b r ie f  m o m e n t, a n d  I  b e ca m e  p a in fu l ly  
c o n s . i o u B  t h a t  th p re  w a s  so m eb o d y  in  th e  
ro o m  b e s id e  m y se lf , a n d  that so m e b o d y  w a s  
a c tu a l ly  ly in g  on  th e  b e d  b y  m y  Bide w ith  
an  a rm  flu n g  a c ro ss  m y  b o d y .

I  w a s  v e ry  m u c h  f r ig h te n e d  a n d  w a s  
a b o u t  to  c ry  o u t  fo r  a s s is ta n c e , w h e n  I  
c h a n c e d  to  n o tic e  t h a t  t h e  f ig u re  w a s  c lo th ­
ed  in  Beaman’s to g g e ry . T h e n  I  b e th o u g h t  
m y se lf  of t h e  w o rd s ,  ‘ B r o th e r  S o lo m o n , 
S o lo m o n ,’ a n d  t h e  id e a  o c c u r re d  to  m e  t h a t  
t h e  f ig u re  w aa p o s s ib ly  m y  b ro th e r  A d a m  
com e h o m e  fro m  sea , I  p u t  o u t  m y h a n d  
a n d  to u c h e d  t h e  f ig u re  on  th e  s h o u ld e r ,  b e ­
fo re  I  k n e w  s c a rc e ly  w h a t  I  w as  d o in g , a n d  
oa id  ‘ I s  t h a t  y o u  A d a m  ?' W i th o u t  a n s w e r ­
in g  th e  f ig u re  tu r n e d  i ts e lf  to w a rd s  m e  a n d  
ra is e d  i t s  h a n d ,  a n d  I  i n s t a n t ly  s aw  t h a t  i t  
w a s  r e a l ly  m y b ro th e r .

“ I t  w a s  A d a m ,b u t , in d e e d ,  g r e a t ly  c h a n g ­
ed  fro m  th e  A d a m  w h o  h a d  le f t  u s  lo n g  ago. 
H is  fa e e  w aa  p a le  a n d  leaden -1 : o k in g , a n d  
sw o lle n  in  a  f r ig h tfu l  m a n n e r  ; h is  h a ! r  
aeem ed  to  be w e t  a n d  a ll  m a t te d  to g e th e r  ; 
a n d  th e r e  w as a  g r e a t  c u t  on  th o  te m p le  
fro m  w h io h  b lo o d  w a s  s t i l l  ooz ing , Ic  w as  
a n  a w fu l,  a w fu l s ig h t  t h a t  I  s aw  th e r e  in  th e  
p a le  m oon  lii<ht.

“  I  c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  to  lo o k  a t  i t ,  
a n d  b u r ie d  m y  face  w i th  a  s h u d d e r ,  
am o n g  th e  b ed  c lo th e s , W h e n  I  re c o v e re d  
su ff ic ie n t c o u ra g e  to  a g a in  c o n f ro n t m y  
g h a s t ly  b e d  fe llo w , I  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  fig u re  
h a d  a r is e n  fro m  th e  b e d  a n d  B aa  s ta n d in g  
c lo se  b y ,  w i th  fo ld e d  a rm s , g a z in g  d o w n  a t  
m e . A s  Boon aa m y  ey es  m e t  h is  h e  tu rn e d  
a w a y  a n d  w a s  m o v in g  w i th o u t  a  s o u n d  to ­
w a rd  th e  o p a n  w in d o w  w h e n  s o m e th in g  g a v e  
m e  c o u ra g e  to  o a ll h is  n a m e . A t  t h e  s o u n d  
o f m y  vo ice  th e  f ig u re  s to p p e d , g a v e  m e  a 
lo n g ,l in g e r in g  lo o k  w ith  h is  g r e a t  m o u rn fu l  
ey es , th a n  s lo w ly  p o in te d  w ith  h ia  r ig h t  
h a n d  to  th e  g a p in g  w o u n d  In h is  fo re h e a d . 
A f te r  s ta n d in g  fo r  a  m im o n t  th u s ,  i t s  f ig u re  
g ra d u a l ly  g o t  m o re  a n d  m o re  in d i s t in c t  a n d  
fin a lly  a l to g e th e r  fa d e d  a w a y  w i th o u t  m y  
b e in g  a b le  to  see  w h e th e r  i t  h a d  le f t  th e  
ro o m  b y  th e  w in d o w  o r  t h e  d o o r, o r  h a d  
s u n k  th ro u g h  th e  floor. T h e n  I  g o t  u p  a n d  
s e a rc h e d  th e  ro o m  b u t  n o th in g  w as  t h e r e  
I f  a n y  of y o u , I  t h in k ,  h a d  seen  w h a t  T s aw  
t h a t  n ig h t  y o u  w o u ld  n e v e r  d o u b t  b u t  th a t  
th e  d e a d  c an , a n d  so m e tim es  d o , co m e  b a c k  
fro m  th e  o th e r  w o r ld .”

“ T h a t ’s a  v e ry  B ingu lar s to r y , ”  a d m i t t e d  
H a r t ,  p u ff in g  a w a y  m o re  r a p id ly  a t  h is  p ip e , 
“ b u t  d id ’n t  y o u  fin d  som e b lo o d  a b o u t  n e x t  
m o rn in g  ? "

“ N o t  a  p a r t i c le ,” P e te r s  d e c la r e d  in d ig ­
n a n t ly ,— “ B u t  th e  f a c t  of A d a m ,h a v in g b e e n  
in  th e  h o u se  d o es  n o t  d e p e n d  a l to g e th e r  
u p o n  me. H e  B how ed himBelf to  m y  m o th e r ,  
a n d  p o in te d  o u t  t h e  w o u n d  in  his fo re h e a d  
as  h e  h a d  to  m e , a n d  th e n  fa d e d  a w a y  ju s t  
a s  m y s te r io u s ly .  M y  m o th e r  n e v e r  r e c o v e r ­
ed  fro m  th e  sh o ck  s h e  re c e iv e d  t h a t  n ig h t ,  
a n d  j u s t  b e fo re  Bhe d ie d  a  l e t t e r  was 
re c e iv e d  fro m  one  o f th e  s u rg e s n s  of 
th e  Hector, g iv in g  u s th e  s ad  p a r t i c u la r s  of 
A d a m ’s d e a th .  H e  d ie d , th e  l e t t e r  s a id ,  
from  a  c u tla s s  s t ro k e ,  in  t h e  h e a d  re c e iv e d  
w h ile  t r y in g  to  b o a rd  a  F r e n c h  m a n -o f-w a r , 
a n d  th e  d a te  of h is  d e a th  w a s  th e  d a y  h e  
a p p e a re d  a t  h is  h o m e  c o v e re d  w i th  b lo o d , 
a n d  w e t  w ith  s e a -w a te r  o f th e  W e s t  I n d ia  
seas. ”

“ Y o u  te l l  a  p r e t t y  s t ro n g  g h o s t  s to r y ,  a n d  
t h a t ’s a  f a c t ,” s a id  D ic k  H a r t ,  a s  t h e  o ld  
m a n  c o n c lu d ed , “ b u t  i t ’s n o t  so v e ry  la te  
y e t .  C o u ld n ’t  y o u  te l l  u s  a n o th e r  ?”

“ N o , n o , H a r t ;  on e  m u s t  do  y o u ,” s a id  
M r. B ro o k e  ; “ d o n ’t  y o u  Bee P e te r s  is n o t  
e q u a l to  a n y  m o re  ?”

A n d , in  t r u t h ,  M r, B ro o k e  w as r i g h t  
P e te r s  w as  lo o k in g  as if v e ry  l i t t l e  m o re  
w o u ld  u p s s th im  a lto g e th e r .  H e  w a s  t r e m ­
b lin g  n e rv o u s ly , a n d  p a le  a s  d e a th ,  as if  th e  
o c cu rre n ce  h e  h a d  b e e n  re la t in g  h a d  o n ly  ju s t  
b e en  e x p e r ie n c e d . H is  Btory, to ld  as it h a d  
been  w ith  s im p le  c a n d o r , a n d ,  e v id e n t ly ,  
w ith  e n t i r e  b e lie f in  I ts  t r u t h ,  w a s  h a v in g  
its e ffec t u p o n  th e  p a r ty .

S u d d e n  s ile n ce  fe ll u p o n  a ll ,  a n d  no  one  
seem ed  in  a  h u r r y  to  b re a k  i t .  T h is  i n t e r ­
lu d e  w ith in ,  s e rv e d  b u t  to  g iv e  e m p h a s is  to  
th e  tu rm o il  o f th e  e le m e n ts  o u ts id e  o f th e  
h o u se , w h ic h  seem ed  to  g ro w  m o re  v io le n t 
a s  th e  e v en in g  w o re  a w a y . E v e ry  fr e s h  
g u s t  s ee m ed  s tro n g e r  a n d  m o re  re s is t le s s  
t h a n  I ts  p re d e ce s so r .

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

A  sea l p lu s h  b o n n e t h a s  th e  b r im  b o rd e r  
e d  w i th  n a tu r a l  b e av e r .

FARM.

A g r ic u l t u r a l  I t e m s .
A la rg o  p ro p o r tio n  o f th e  m o s t  su cce ss fu l 

b e e -k eep e rs  i 'i  t h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a re  m in ­
s te r s .  S e v e ra l  ro c to rs  of t h e  E  ta b l is h e d  

c h u rc h  in  E n g la n d  g iv e  in s t ru c t io n  in  b e e ­
k e ep in g  to  th e i r  p a r is h io n e rs .

M a n y  p ro m in e n t  s h e e p  r a  s e rs  in  T e n n e s ­
see h a v e  re s o lv e d  to  a b a n d o n  th e  b u s in e s s , 
ow in g  to  t e e  w a n t  of a  do g  la w , a tB e r lia g  
t h a t  :i00,000  s h e e p  c a n n  , t  be  m a in ta in e d  
a g a :n t t  000  000  dogs.

H o g s  differ aa m uch a s  other animals in 
their ability to take on fa t .  T h i r ty  young 
hogs o f im proved breedB v  ill gain much 
faster on the same amount ol food than old 
an d  unthrifty animalB t h a t  b e lo n g  to no r e ­
c o g n ized  b re e d .

I t  ia c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  s u g a r  b e e t  In  C a l i ­
fo rn ia  d o es  n o t  e x h a u s t  t h e  so il. A  b e e t  
ra is e r  r e p o r ts  ra is in g  on  h is  g ro u n d  fro m  
fo u r te e n  to  tw e n ty -n in e  to n s  p e r  acre in  fo u r  
y e a r s ,  p la n t in g  on  th e  sam e  g ro u n d  each  
y e a r  w ith o u t  fe r t i l iz  rs .

T h e o d o re  R o o so fe lt d o c s  n o t  b e lie v e  iu the 
b ig  th o u s a n d  a c re  fa rm s  o f t h e  Went, a n d  
says t h a t  in  a lm o s t e v e ry  c ase  inese fa rm s  
h a v e  re a l ly  b a n k r u p te d  m oiit of the rich m en

h o  t r i e d  to  r u n  th e m , b u t  w h o  havei h a d  to  
b a :k  d o w n  b e fo re  th e  e n te rp r is e  a n d  in d u s ­
t r y  of t h e  s m a ll  fa rm e rs .

T h e  e x p e r im e n t  of milking cow a th r e e  
tim e s  a  d a y  w a s  t r i e d  at the Iowa a g iic u l-  
t u r a l  o o lleg e , a n d  th e  average daily g a in  o f 
th e  h e r d  w as fo u r  pounds, or hall e n o u g h  to  
p a y  fo r  t h e  e x t r a  tro u b le  and expense. T h e  
in c re a se  in  m ilk  is  not considered su ffic ie n t 
to  pay fo r  th e  labor and expense ; even 
w h e n  cow s y ie ld in g  ov*r twenty quarts d a i ly  
aro u s e d . T h e  only advantage ia t h a t  th e  
cow s w ill h a v e  to be  kept in  the b a r n y a r d  
a n d  s o ile d , th e re b y  e ffe c tin g  a  g r e a te r  sav in g  
of m a n u re .

A  L o n d o n  p a p o r 'c la 'm g  t h a t  “ th e r e  is  no  
b e t t e r  w a y  of s e c u r in g  a  h e a v y  c o p  of 
p e ac h e s  a n d  n e c ta r in e s  th a n  b y  p u t t in g  a  
co lo n y  of b e es  in  t h e  h o u se  w h o n  th e  t r e e s  
a re  in  bloBBom.”  T h e  E n g l is h  g ro w  p e ach e s  
in  h o t  h o u se s , b u t  a  h iv e  m a y  a lso  be  u s e fu l 
in  th e  o rc h a rd s  h e re .

A  c o r re s p o n d e n t  k i l ls  C a n a d a  th is t le s  b y  
p o u r in g  a  sm a ll q u a n t i ty  of b e n z in e  a ro u n d  
th e  ro o ts . H e  c la im s  t h a t  one a p p lic a tio n  
w ill do  th e  b u s in e s s  th o ro u g h ly .  T h is  iBn’t  
e x a c tly  t h e  t im e  o f y e a r  to  t r y  i t ,  b u t  i t  
m a y  b e  w e ll to  m a k e  a  n o te  of i t  fo r  fu tu r e  
re fe re n c e .

O n e  of th e  m o s t w a s te fu l  p ra c t ic e s ,  say s  
th e  Stockman, is  t h e  to o  com m o n  one  of 
fee  lin g  on  th e  g ro u n d . G o  w h e re  y o u  w ill  
a n d  y o u  w ill  f in d  fa rm e rs  fe e d in g  th e i r  
s h e e p  on  th e  g ro u n d  in  th e  w o rs t  w e a th e r  
t h a t  e v e r  s to rm e d . N o t  o n ly  o u t  of c o n s id e r­
a t io n  fo r  t h e  d u m b  a n im a ls ,  b u t  as  a  m a t te r  
o f e co n o m y , tro u g h s  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s tr u c te d  
in  w h ic h  to  p la c e  th e  feed .

P ro f. C o o k , in  h is  p a p e r  o n  E c rn o m io  E n ­
to m o lo g y , sa y s  th e  rease  n w h y  im p o r te d  in ­
s e c t  p e s ts  a re  fo r  a  t im e  m o re  d e s tr u c t iv e  
th a n  n a t iv e  sp ec ie s  is iu  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  
h a v e  fe w e r  p a ra s i t e s  o r  p re d a c e o u s  e n em ies  
to  c o n te n d  w ith .  In th e  co u rse  of a  few  
y e a r s  th e s e  i n em ie s  in c re a se  in  s u c h  n u m ­
b e rs  a s  to  h o ld  th e m  in  ch ec k . H e  s a id  t h a t  
n e w  in  m ot p eb ts  a r e  le a rn in g  to  fe e d  u p o n  
p la n ts  h e re to fo re  n o t  d is tu r b e d  b y  th e m , so 
t h a t  th e  e n to m o lo g is t  h a s  c o n s ta n t  w o rk  b e ­
fo re  h im .

T h e  fa m o u s  L o r i l la rd  fa rm  in  N e w  J e r s e y  
c o n ta in s  1000 a c re s . T h e  b a r n  h a s  s ta l l s  fr .r  
56 l io r s e a ;  40 h a n d s  a u d  15 te a n  s a re  e m ­
p lo y e d  in  th e  fa rm  work. I n  o n e  b u i ld in g  
a r e  200 s ta l ls  for c a t t l e .  T h e  p ig p e n  is 408 
fe e t  lo n g  a n d  h o ld s  800 ho g s . T h o  c o m  c r ib  
h o ld s  10 ,000 b u s h e ls  of B h e l ' e d  co rn , T h e  
s ta b le  in  w h ic h  th e  y e a r l in g s  a re  h o u s ed  
c o n ta in s  68 box s ta l l s ,  a n d  th e  c e n t re  of th e  
th r e e  sec tio n s  o f th e  b u i ld in g  is c o v e red  
w ith  g la ss , a n d  a ffo rd s  a  d r y  place w h e re  
th e  c o lts  c '.u exerciBe in wet weather,

C a t t l e  H e a l t h .
T h e  Western Rural h a s  som e p o s it iv e  

id e a s  on  th e  t r e a tm e n t  of a n im a l d iceases. 
M o s t o f th e se  d isea se s  c an  be  c u re d  in  th e  
fe c d in g -b o x  b e fo re  th e y  b re a k  o u t. A  g r e a t  
d e a l  of th e  w o rk  t h a t  v e te r in a r ia n s  a re  
c a l le d  u p o n  to  p e rfo rm  is  r e a l ly  needlesB . 
A  d isea so d  c o n d itio n  of a n im a l life  is p r o ­
d u c e d  by  so m e  v io la tio n  of r a t u r e  s la w s . 
T h e  g r e a t  s tu d y  of th e  p e o p le  s h o u ld  b e  n o t  
h o w  to  c u re  d isea ses  so m u c h  a s  h o w  to  p r e ­
v e n t  th e m . I n  t h e  o ld e u  t im e s  c a t t l e  a n d  
h o rso s  seem ed  to  r e q u ir e  m u c h  lees d o c to r ­
in g  th a n  a t  p re s e n t ,  T n e  s in g lo  cow  o f t o ­
d a y  t h a t  is t r e a te d  a lm o s t l ik e  one  of th e  
fa m ily  is h a r d ly  e v e r  s ick . A n im a l h e a l th  
is  e a s y  to  m a in ta in ,  if  th o s e  w h o  h a n d le  
s to c k  w ill u se  ju d g m e n t  a n d  ca re . T h e  
fa rm e r ’s c h i ld re n  a re  g e n e ra l ly  m odo ls  of 
h e a l th ,  y e t  th e y  g e t  l i t t l e  d o c to r ’s c a re  b e ­
s id e  w h a t  th e i r  m o th e r  g iv e s  th e m . H e r  
re m e d ie s  a re  s im p le , y e t  th e y  s u cc e ed  b e ­
c au se  th e y  a re  g iv e n  in  t im e , a n d  b e ca u se  
c o n s ta n t  a t t e n t io n  is  g iv e n  to  th e  c h i ld re n ’s 
c o n d it io n . I f  f a rm e rs  w o u ld  d o c to r  t h e i r  
a n im a ls  on  th i s  sam e  p r in c ip le  th e r e  w o u ld  
be  m u o h  le ss  d i s e a B e .  T h e re  a re  to o  m a n y  
h e rd s  o f c a t t l e  in  th i s  c o u n try  t h a t  a re  
p a m p e re d  in to  d ise a se . T h e y  g e t  to o  m u c h  
c a re . T h e ir  o w n e rs  m e a n  to  g iv e  th e m  th e  
b e s t  p o ss ib le  t r e a tm e n t ,  b u t  t h e  m a t te r s  o f 
fe e d in g  a n d  s h e l te r  a re  b a d ly  o v e rd o n e . 
T h e se  w ith  th e  victim B  of e x p o su re  a n d  
ro u g h  t r e a tm e n t ,  a n d  th o s e  w e a k e n e d  b y  in - 
b re e d in g , m a k e  u p  a  g ra n d  a r m y  of in v a lid s  
t h a t  y e a r ly  in c re a se s . B u c k  F a n s h a w  s to p ­
p e d  a  r i o t  b e fo re  i t  h a d  a  c h a n c e  to  b re a k  
o u t.  HiB e x am p le  is w o r th y  of im ita t io n  In  
th e  s to c k  b u s in e s s . It. is  w e ll to  c u re  d ise a se s  
b e fo re  th e y  b re a k  o u t,  a n d  th ia  c a n  o n ly  be  
d o n e  b y  c a re fu l t r e a tm e n t .

A Lesson in Morality.
“ N o w  aee h e a h ,  y o u  J u n iu s  B r u tu s ,  y o u  

je s  w a lk  t u r k e y  o b e r  to  d is  s id e  ob  d e  s tru c -  
t u r ,  a n ’ e sp la in  t e r  y o ’s p o ’ b u t  h o n e s  p a r u n t  
h o w ’s yo  k im  b y  d a t  e r  s q u a s h ,”  s a id  o ld  
G a b e  S n o w d o w n  to  h is  y o u n g e s t  p ic a n ln n y , 
w h o  h a d  ju s t  s ta g g e re d  in to  th e  c a b in  u n d e r  
th e  w e ig h t of a  h u g e  cow  p u m p k in  , “ d id  
y e r  c o n fla b e ra te  d a t  f r a u m  d e m  p o ’ w h ite  
t r a s h  d o w n  de  ro a d , y o , so n  of B e lla s  ?”

“ W u ll ,  I  j e s t  d id ,  d a d d y ,  a n ’ I  c re e p e d  e r  
lo n g  e r  h a lf  m ild ’ in  d e  s h a d e  ob  d e  fen ce  
co rn in ’ h o m e , cos de  s u n  a m  p o ’fu l  h o t  t e r  
d a y .”

“ H u h  I G o  la u n g , y e r  good  fe r - n o th in ’ 
n lg g a h . I  je s  e rg u s te d  w i th  y e r .  H a ln ’t  
y e r  o le d a d d y  to le  y e r  offen e n u ff  d a t  no  
h o n e s ’ n ig g a h  e v ah  to te s  h u m  fix ln s  a t  d is  
t im e  e r  d a y  ?”

O fte n tim e s  w o m a n  w ill  d is su a d e  h e r  so n  
fro m  m a r ry in g ,  b u t  i t  iB s u s p e c te d  t h a t  sh e  
ia in f lu e n c e d  b y  re m e m b e r in g  h o w  b ig  a  foo l 
th e  b o y ’s f a th e r  m a d e  of h im s e lf  w h e n  he  
m a r r ie d .


