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“  I  h a v e  s a id  t h a t  In  w h a t  I  a m  g o in g  
t o  t e l l  y o u  t h e r e  Ib m u c h  t o  a t d d e n  a n d  
p a i n  y o n , ”  D ic k  b e g a n ,  in  a  l o w  v o i c e  ;
“  b u t  1 w a n t  y o u ,  w h i le  y o n  l i s t e n  to  t h e  
s h o r t  s t o r y ,  to  r e m e m b e r  a lw a y s  t h a t  i f  
G r a n t  E l l i s o n  h a d  k n o w n  t h a t  h i s  m o th e r  
h a d  f o u n d  s u c h  a  d e v o tw d  a n d  a f f e c t io n a te  
d a n g h t« r  in  C ia ra  F r i t h  h is  m is e r y  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  in f in i te ly  le s s  e r e a t .  W h e n  h e  
— h e — s p o k e  o f h e r , "  h e  a d d e d ,  h e s i t a t 
in g ly ,  “  i t  w as  a lw a y s  a s  b e in g  a lo n e  a n d  
c h l ld ia s s .  H e  d id  n o t  k n o w  Bhe h a d  
f o u n d  a  b e t t e r  c h i ld  a n d  s w e e te r  oom - 
f o r t e r  t h a n  h e  c o u ld  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  !”

“  A s  if  I  c o u ld  b e  t o  h e r ,  m u c h  a s  I  
lo v e  h e r ,  w h a t  h e  w a s  1” s a id  C la r a ,  
s a d ly .

“  H i s  o w n  l i f e  w a s  m is e r a b le  a n d  d e s o 
l a t e  to  a  d e g r e e  u n u s u a l  e v e n  i n  t h e  w ild ,  
r o u g h  l i f e  in  t h e  b u s h .  H e  h a d  b e e n  
b r o u g h t  u p  i n  s u c h  lu x u r y  a n d  e x t r a v a 
g a n c e ,  t h a t  h e  w as  t o t a l l y  u n f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  
h a r d a n ip a  h e  e n d u r e d  ; a n d  th o s e  w i th  
w h o m  h e  w a s  f o r c e d  to  a s s o c ia te  w e re  
n e a r ly  a l l  o f  t h e m  b e n e a t h  h im  In  s t a t i o n  
a n d  u n c o n g e n ia l  s o c ie ty . "

“  B u t  h e  h a d  h is  w ife  r(”  O la ra  s a id ,  
s o f t ly

l i  H ia  w ife  1"— a u d  a  d e e p  f lu s h  B ta ln - 
e d  t h e  s p e a k e r 's  p a le  f a c e  f o r  a  m o m e n t  
— “  h i s  w ife  w a s  n o t  w i th  h i m . ”

“  H o w  w as  t h a t  ?” s a id  C la r a ,  q u ic k ly .  
3 h<:— s h e - s h e  h a d  l e f t  h im  1” h e  

a n s w e r e d ,  h o a r s e ly — “  l e f t  h im  a t  M e l 
b o u r n e  w i th  a n o t h e r  m a n ,  a  r io h  s h o e p -  
f a r m e r  ; b u t  I  w ill  n o t  in B u lt y o u r  e a r s  
b y  s p e a k in g  o f  h e r , 11 h e  c o n t in u e d ,  a s  
C la r a  s a n k  b a c k  i n  h e r  c h a i r  v e r y  p a le  
a n d  t r e m b l in g .  “  S h e  w a s  u t t e r l y  w o r t h 
le s s ,  a n d  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  k n o w n  h e r  s ix  
m o n t h s  h i s  m is e r a b le  d o m e s t ic  l i f e  h a d  
f u l l y  e x p ia t e d  h is  d e c e i t  a n d  d i s o b e d i 
e n c e . ”

“  O h  ! p o o r  f e l lo w — p o o r  f e llo w  1”  
s o b b e d  C la ra .

“  D o  y o u  p i t y  h i m , ”  M r .  B u r k e  s a id ,  
g r im ly .  “  S u r e ly  h e  d e s e r v e d  h i s  f a te ,  
h a r d  a s  i t  w a s ,  f o r ” — h is  v o ic e  s o f te n e d  
a n d  s h o o k  a  l i t t l e  a s  h e  w e n t  o n — “  i t  w aa  
a  h a r d  o n e .  I  m y s e l f ,  a n d  G r a n t  E l l i 
s o n  h a a  n o  s t e r n e r  ju d g e  t h a n  1 a m ,  c a n 
n o t  d e n y  t h a t .  H e  h a d  lo v e d  t h i s  w o 
m a n  m a d ly  ; h e  h a d  s a c r if ic e d  f o r  h e r  
h i s  n a m e ,  h i 3 p r o s p e c t s ,  h is  f u t u r e  ; h e  
h a d  g iv e n  u p  a l l ,  e v e n  h i s  h o n o r ,  f o r  
h e r — a y ,  a n d  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  h is  
l i f e  w i l l in g ly  to  s a v e  h e r  a  p a n g — a n d  s h e  
r e p a id  h is  g i f t s  b y  t h e  b a s e s t  t r e a c h e r y  
a w o m a n  w a s  e v e r  c a p a b le  o f  !"

H e  s p o k o  w i th  a  s u d d e n  p a s s io n ,  w h ic h  
s h o w e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h i t h e r t o  h e  h a d  
f e ig n e d  c a lm n e s s ,  i t  w a s  a  c o m p o s u r e  h e  
w aa  f a r  f r o m  f e e l in g ,  a n d  a s s u m e d  m e r e ly  
t o 'c o v e r  a  s t r o n g  l a t e n t  e m o t io n .

“  H o w  c o u ld  s h e — h o w  c o u ld  s h e , ”  
C ia r a  s a id ,  p i t i f u l l y ,  “  w h e n  h e  lo v e d  
h e r  ?"

“  A n l e a s t  s h e  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  r e p r o a c h  
h im  w i t h , "  M r .  B u r k e  c o n t in u e d ,  s t r u g 
g l in g  w i th  h ie  a g i t a t i o n .  “  H e  h a d  g iv 
e n  h e r  h is  a l! ,  a n d  h e  w o u 'd  h a v e  w o rk e d  
w i th  a l l  h i s  m ig h t  so  t h a t  s h e  s h o u ld  
l a c k  n o th in g ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  k n e w  t h a t  s h e  
h a d  h a d  a o  lo v e  f o r  h im — t h a t  s h e  w a s  
u n w o r th y ,  s e lf is h ,  m e a n ,  a n d  v a in .  H e  
h a d  l e f t  h e r  a t  M e lb o u r n e  In  c o m f o r t ,  
w i th  a l l  t h e  m o n e y  h e  h a d  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  
s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  h e r  to  l iv e  u p o n  In  l u x u r y  
f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s ,  w h i le  h e  w e n t  u p -  
c o u n t r y  to  g e t  w o r k .  S ix  m o n th s  a f t e r ,  
w h e n  h e  w aa  ly in g  s ic k  u n t o  d e a t h  a t  a  
s h e e p - s t a t i o n  i n  M e n ln d i e ,  h e  h e a r d  
c a s u a l ly  f r o m  a  n e w  h a n d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  
g o n e  w i th  h is  i n f o r m a n t ’s f o r m e r  m a s t e r  
to  S id n e y  1 F o r g iv e  m e , ”  h e  b r o k e  off, 
e a r n e s t l y — “  fo r g iv e  m e  i f  I  s p e a k  t h u s  to  
y o u  1”

“  T h e  n e w s  a lm o s t  k i l l e d  h i m , ”  c o n 
t i n u e d  M r .  B u r k e  in  a  m o m e n t ,  w h i le  
C la r a ’s t e a r s  fe l l  f a s t .  “  I t  b r o u g h t  h im  | 
t o  d e a t h ’s  d o o r ,  a n d  f o r  m o n th s  h e  w h o  
h a d  g lo r i e d  in  h i s  s t r e n g t h  w a s  r e d u c e d  
t o  t h e  m o s t  p i t i a b l e  w e a k n e s s  ; h e  c o u ld  
n o t  m o v e  a  l im b ,  h e  c o u ld  s c a r c e ly  s p e a k ,  
h e  la y  h e lp le s s  a n d  e m a c ia te d  ; a n d  d u r 
in g  a l l  t h a t  t im e  t h e  r o u g h  b a t  k in d ly  
m e n  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t i o n  n u r s e d  h im  w i th  a  
t e n d e r n e s s  o f  w h ic h  I  c a n n o t  s p e a k . ”

“  W a a  i t  t h e n  y o u  k n e w  h im  1" C la ra  
s a id ,  lo o k in g  u p  a t  h im  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  t e a r s  in  h e r  s w e e t  e y e s  m a d e  
h i s  fa c e  s e e m  b l u r r e d  a n d  i n d i s t i n c t .

M r .  B u r k e  h e s i t a t e d  a  l i t t l e .
“  I  k n e w  h im  t h e n , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d  

q u ie t l y ,  in  a  m o m e n t .  “  H e  r e c o v e r e d  a t  
l a s t  ; d e a t h  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  to  t h e  m i s e r 
a b le ,  I  t h i n k  ; I t  d id  n o t  c o m e  t o  h im  
t h e n ,  f o r  h e  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  m a n y  y e a r a  
o f  m is e r y  a f t e r  t h a t . ”

“  W e v e  y o u  w i th  h im  w h e n  h e  d i e d ? ”  
C la ra  s a id ,  t r e m u lo u s ly .

“  N o , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d ,  s lo w ly .
“  D o  y o u  k n o w — o a n  y o u  t e l l  m e  ”

C la r a  b e g a n ,  b u t  h e  I n t e r r u p t e d  h e r  
g e n t ly .

“  T h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  to  a s k  m o r e ,  m y  
c h i l d , ”  h e  s a id .  “  I  h a v e  t o l d  y o u  a l l ,  
a n d  m o r e  t h a n  a l l ,  y o u  n e e d  k n o w  ; a n d  
t h e  t im e  o f  w h ic h  I  s p e a k  w as a  t im e  o f 
m is e ry  to  m y s e ! f  n o t  I n f e r io r  t o  h ia ,  a n d  
I t  h u r t s  m e  to  g o  b a c k  t o  I t . ”

“  F o r g iv e  m e , ”  C la r a  s a id ,  h u r r i e d l y .  
“  F o r g iv e  m e .  I  d id  n o t  k n o w .  M a y  1 
a s k  y o u  j n a t  o n e  m o r e  q n e s t i o n  ?" s h e  
i n q u i r e d ,  a f t e r  a  m o m e n t 's  h e s i t a t i o n .  
“  T h o n  w e  w il l  n o t  s p e a k  o f  t h i s  a g a i n . ”

“  A s k ,  m y  c h i l d . ”
“  H is  w ife  ; d id  y o u  e v e r  s e e  h e r  1"
“  Y e s .  1 h a v e  s e e n  h e r . ’’
“  S h e  w aa  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  1”
“  S h e  w aa  m o re  b e a u t i f u l  t h a n  a n y  

w o m a n  I  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  b e f o r e  o r  s in c e , ” 
h e  r e p l i e d ,  q u ie t ly .  “  M o r e  b e a u t i f u l  
e v e n  t h a n — t h a n — L a d y  E i l l s o n  w a s  In  
h e r  y o u t h . "

“  I  t h i n k  t h a t  is  a lm o s t  I m p o s s ib le ,”

C la r a  s a id ,  in  a  lo w  v o ic e .  11 P o o r ,  
d a r l i n g  m o t h e r  1”

“  Y o u  a r e  ‘ b e t t e r  to  h e r  t h a n  t e n  
s o n s , ’ ”  h e  s a id ,  t u r n i n g  t o  h e r  f o r a  
m o m e n t  a n d  p u t t i n g  h is  h a n d  o n  h e r a ,  b u t  
C la r a  s h o o k  h e r  h e a d .

“  H e  w a s  h e r  l i f e , ”  s h e  s a id ,  t r e m u 
lo u s ly .  “  Y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  s h e  
lo v e d  h i m . ”

“  I  t h i n k  I  d o , ”  h e  s a id ,  t r e m u lo u s ly .
“  A n d  h e  lo v e d  h e r — o h  ! b e l ie v e  t h a t  
h e  d id  ; a n d  i n  a l l  h e  d id  a f t e r w a r d  h e  
w aa  a c t u a t e d  b y  b a t  o n e  w i s h —to  u n d o  
i n  a  m e a s u r e  t h e  m is e r y  h e  h a d  c a u s e d .  
H a s  s h e  e v e r  t o ld  y o u  o f  t h a t  l a s t  p a r t 
i n g  i"

“  N o ,  o n ly  th a n  h e  c a m e .”
“  L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ,  t h e n .  H e  c a m e  to  

A a h u r s t  s o m e  d a y s  b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  E n g 
la n d ,  a n d  h u n g  a b o u t  t h e  v i l la g e ,  h o p in g  
to  s e e  h i s  m o th e r .  H e  d a r e d  n o t  s e n d  to  
h e r  ; h e  f e a r e d  h ia  f a t h e r ’s a n g e r  n o t  fo r  
h im s e l f  b u t  f o r  h e r .  ”

“  S i r  D o u g la s  lo v e d  h e r  d e a r l y , ”  C la ra  
s a id .  “ B u t  h e  w as  v e r y  p r o u d  a n d  r e s o  
l u t e . ”

“ G r a n t  k n e w  h ia  f a t h e r  w e l l  ; h e  k n e w  
h e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  b e  f o r g iv e n ,  b u t  a s  t h e  
d a y s  w e n t  o n  a n d  t h e  t im e  o f  h is  d e p a r 
t u r e  d r e w  n e a r ,  h e  w a s  a lm o s t  i n  d e s p a i r .  
O n e  n ig h t ,  a  f a i r  s u m m e r  n i g h t  l i k e  tb ia ,  
h e  s to le  t o  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  u p  to  t h e  
d r a w in g  ro o m  w in d o w s . H i s  m o th e r  w as  
t h e r e  a n d  a lo n e .  F r o m  w h e r e  h e  s to o d  
h e  c o u ld  s e e  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  r o o m ,  w h ic h  
w a s  so  f a m i l i a r  t o  h im ,  a n d  w h ic h  h a d  
n e v e r  s e e m e d  so  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  so  d e a r  
a s  t h e n ,  a n d  h is  m o t h e r 's  b e a u t i f u l ,  s a d  
f a c e — h is  m o t h e r  w h o m  h e  lo v e d ,  a n d  
w h o m  a f t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  h e  w a s  n e v e r  to  s e e  
a g a in .  P r e s e n t l y  s h e  c a m e  to  t h e  w in 
d o w , a n d  t h e n  s h e  s a w  h im .  D o  y o u  
t h i n k  s h e  w a i te d  t o  b la m e  h im ,  t o  r e p r o a c h  
h im  ? A h  ! n o  ; B he t h r e w  h e r s e l f  i n to  
hiB a r m s  a n d  c la s p e d  h im  to  h e r  h e a r t . ”  

“ D e a r e s t  m o t h e r  1”  C la ra  s a id ,  s o f t ly .
“  S h e  w e n t  o u t  I n to  t h e  a i r  w i th  h im ,  

a n d  f o r  a n  h o u r  t h e y  s a t  t a lk in g  o v e r  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  s h e  h id in g  h e r  m is e r y  n o t  to  a d d  
t o  h i s  p a in .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  a w a y ,  a s  y o u  
a r e  a w a r e ,  bo  t h a t  n o  e n s  k n e w  o f  t h a t  
I n te r v i e w .  H e  to l d  h e r  h is  p la n s ,  a n d  
s h e  p r a y e d  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  p r o s p e r  ; a n d  
t h t n  s h e  l i f t e d  h e r  e y e s ,  a n d  lo o k e d  h im  
s t r a i g h t  I n  t h e  f a c j . ”

“  A n d  a r e  y o u  h a p p y ,  m y  d a r l in g  
s h e  s a id ,  a te a o i ly  ; a n d  h o w  w is t f u l ,  a n d  
e a g e r ,  a n d  t e n d e r  t h e  m o t h e r ’s  f a c e  w a s  
n o  w o rd s  o f  G r a n t  E l l i s o n 's  c o u ld  d e p 'c b . ’

“  D id  h e  t n a w e r  h e r  1" C la ra  a s k e d ’ 
h e r  f* c e  b s a u t i f u l  In  I t s  r a p t ,  m o v e d  a t 
t e n t i o n ,

“  H e  c o n ld  n o t  ; h e  k n e w  e v e n  t h t n  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c h a c c s  o f  h a p p in e s s  
f o r  h im  in  h i s  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s .  H e  
p u t  a s id e  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s m i l in g  ; b u t  s h e  
u n d e r s to o d  t h e  r e a s o n .  S h e  to o k  h is  
h e a d  In  h e r  a r m s ,  a n d  p r i s e d  i t  a g a i n s t  
h e r  b  j s o m ,  a n d  h e  b u r s t  I n to  t e a r s  t h e n ,  
a s  h e  h a d  o f t e n  d o n e  i n  h is  c h i ld h o o d .  "

“  H o w  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  s u f f e re d  1”
“  A n d  t h o n  h e  h a d  t o  le a v e  h e r ,  a n d  

s h e  b e g g e d  h im  t o  b e  t i u a  to  h e r ,  e n d  h e  
s a id  t h a t  If  h e  l iv e d  s h e  s h o u ld  h e a r  f< om  
h im .  B u t  h e  b r o k e  h i s  w o rd .  H e  c o u ld  
n o t  w r i t e  t i  h e r  o f h is  w r e tc h e d n e s a ,  a n d  
h e  f e l t  t h a t  I t  w a s  b e t t e r  s h e  s h o u ld  t h i n k  
h im  d e a d . ”

“ A n d  h e  s a id  h e  w o u ld  c o m e  b a c k ? ” 
C la r a  a s k e d  e a g e r ly .

“ H e  s a id  : ‘I f  I  l iv e  I  w il l  c o m e  b a c k  
t o  y o u ,  m o t h e r , ’ "  s a id  M r .  B u r k e ,  u n  
s te a d i ly .  “ B u t  s h e  c o u ld  h a r d ly  h e a r  
h im  ; s h e  h a d  o n ly  B tr e n g th  t o  s u f fe r .  H e  
l i f t e d  h e r  In  h is  a r m s ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  h e r  
b a c k  t o  t h e  d r a w in g  ro o m  ; s h e  t r i e d  to  
s m i le  a t  h im ,  b u t  h e r  h e a d  f e l l  o n  h is  
s h o u ld e r  a n d  h e r  e y e s  c lo s e d . S h e  n e v e r  
saw  h im  g o  ; h e  n e v e r  k n e w  h o w  h e  g o t  
a w a y .”

j “ A n d  h e  is  d e a d  ?”  f a l t e r e d  C la ra .
I “ H e  s a i d , ‘I f  I  l i v e  I  w i l l  c o m e  - a c k  to
I y o u ,  m o t h e r , ’ ”  M r .  B u r k e  s a id ,  h u s k i ly ,  

“ B n t ,  y o u  s e e ,  G r a n t  E l l i s o n  h a s  n e v e r  re -  
I t u r n e d .
i T h e r e  w a s  a  lo n g ,  lo n g  s i le n c e  t h e n .
I C la r a ’s f a c e  w « s  h i d d e n ,  b u t  h e r  lm a g in  
j a t l o n  h a d  c o n ju r e d  u p  t h a t  l a s t  p a r t i n g  
! b e tw e e n  t h e  m o t h e r  a n d  h e r  s o n ,  a n d  h e r  

h e a r t  b le d  f o r  t h a t  lo n g - p a s t  m is e r y .
R ic h a r d  B u r k e ’s f a c e V a s  d  a  l ly |p a le  In  

t h e  m o o n l ig h t ,  a n d  h i s  s t r o n g  h a n d s  h a d  
c lo s e d  o v e r  t h e  r a i l  o f  t h e  b a lu s t r a d e  w i th  
a  g r ip  w h ic h  s h o w e d  h o w  m o v e d  h e  w a s  
a t  t h e  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f t h e  m a n  h e  h a d  
k n o w n  a n d  l i k e d  o n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  sh ee p - 
f a r m .

P l e s e n t l y  h e  t u r n e d  to  C la ra ,  a n d  s p o k e  
In  h i s  u s u a l  m a n n e r .

“ Y o u  m u s t  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  b a l l - r o o m  
n o w ,"  h e  s a id ,  c h e e r f u l ly .  “ I  h a r e  k e p t  
y o u  o n t  h e r e  a n  u n c o n s c io n a b le  t im e  ; b u t  
I  h o p e  y o u  d o  n o t  f e e l  a n y  c h i l l ,  d o  y o n  V  

“ O h  I n o , ”  C la r a  s a id ,  r i s i n g ;  “ b n t  1 
c a n n o t  g o  b a c k  to  t h e  b a l l - r o o m .  Y o n  
s e e ,  M r .  B u r k e , ”  Bhe a d d e d ,  t r y i n g  to  
s p e a k  l i g h t ly ,  “ I  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g  h o n o r  
t o  y o u r  t a l e n t  a s  a  raconteur, a n d  m y  r e d  
e y e s  w o u ld  t e l l  t a le s  ; b e s id e s  I  a m  n o t  i n  
a  h u m o r  f o r  d a n c i n g  n o w ,"  s h e  a d d e d  
b r o k e n ly .

“ I  h a v e  g r ie v e d  y o u , ”  h e  s a id ,  g e n t ly ,  
t a k i n g  h e r  h a n d  i n  h is .

“ O h  1 n o — p le a s e  d o  n o t  t h i n k  s o ! O n e  
o r  tw o  t h i n g s  y o u  h a v e  s a id  h a v e  m a d e  
m e  v e r y  h a p p y , ”  s h e  s a id ,  c o n f u s e d ly .

“ Y o n  d o  n o t  d e s p is e  m e  n o w , d o  y o u  1 
Y o u  k n o w  w h y  I  d e c e iv e d  y o u ,  a n d  y o n  
fo r g iv e  t h e  d e c e p t io n  ?”

“ W o u ld  y o u  r e a l ly  h a v e  b e e n  g la d  If h e  
h a d  l iv e d  V  h e  a s k e d  h e r  lo o k in g  d o w n  
e a r n e s e ly  i n t o  t h e  f lu s h e d ,  t e a r - s t a in e d  
fa c e .

“ G la d  I U n s p e a k a b ly ,  u n u t t e r a b l y  
g la d  !”

“ T o  lo s e  O h a rn o c k  a n d  y o u r  h e i r s h i p ? ”  
h e  p u r s u e d ,  w i th  t h e  s a m e  I n t e n t  g a z e .

“ I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h ia  b y  e v e r y  r i g h t , ” 
s h e  s a id ,  e a g e r ly .  “ I f  s i r  D o u g la s  h a d

) l iv e d ,  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  a l t e r e d  h i s  w ill ,  I  
• i  a m  a u r e . ”

“ B u t  If  n o t  ?" h e  q u e r ie d .
“ I  w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  G r a n t  b a c k  h i s  

o w n .”
“ Y o u  a r e  g e n e r o u s  ; a n d  y e t ,  C la r a ,  I  

k n o w  f e w  w h o  c o u l d  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  t h e i r  
h e i r s h ip  b o  w e l l  a s  y o u r B e l f . ”

“ Y o u  a r e  f l a t t e r in g  m e . ”
“ N o ,  i n d e e d , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d .  “ C la ra ,  

t h e r e  a r e  tw o  q u e s t io n s  I  w is h  t o  a a k  y o u .  
W i l l  y o u  fo r g iv e  m e  If  o n e  s e e m s  i n d i s 
c r e e t  1

W h a t  i s  I t  ?”
“ W e  w il l  k e e p  t h a t  f o r  t h e  laB t. T h e  

f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n s  y o u r  a d o p te d  
m o th e r .  H e r  lo s s  o f s i g h t — is  I t  i n c u r 
a b le  r

“ I  b e l i e v e  n o t — I  h o p e  n o t , ”  s h e  a n -  i> 
s w e r e d ,  e a r n e s t l y .  “ Y o u  k n o w  i t  c a m e  
a f t e r  a n  i l ln e s s .  T h e  L o n d o n  o c u l is t s  
g iv e  h o p e  if  s h e  e v e r  c a n  m a k e  u p  h e r  
m in d  to  u n d e r g o  a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  s h e h e s l-  
t a t e s ,  a n d  w h i le  h e r  n e a l t h  is  so  d e l ic a te  
w e  d a r e  n o t  p r e s s  h e r  ; b u t  w h e n  s h e  la 
s t r o n g e r ,  I  h o p e - - I  b e l i e v e — Bhe w il l  r e 
c o v e r  h e r  e y e s ig h t  a g a i n . ”

“ H e a v e n  g r a n t  i t  1”  h e  a a id  e a r n e s t l y ,  
si i l l  h o ld in g  h e r  h a n d s  i n  h is .

‘A n d  t h e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  B u r k e  
t h e  y o u n g  g i r l  s a id ,  a f t e r  a  p a u s e .

‘T h e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n s  y o u r 
s e l f , ”  h e  a n s w e r e d ,  a  s m i le  c u r l i n g  h is  
l i p s  u n d e r  h ia  h e a v y  m u s ta c h e .  “ Y o u  
w il l  r  O ) b e  a n g r y  ?”

‘A n g r y  w it h  y o u  -  o h  1 n o , ”  s a id  C la ra ,  
w it h  a  a i m p l i c i t y  w h ic h  B h o w e d  t h a t  s h e  
i n t e n d e d  n o  f la t t e r y .

“ Y o u  a r e  s u r e  y o u  w il l  n o t  ?”
“ Q u i te  s u r e . ”
“ T h e n  I  w ill  r i s k  i t .  A r e  y o u  e n g a g 

e d  t o  b e  m a r r i e d ? ”
T h e  c o lo r  d e e p e n e d  in  t h e  s o f t  c h e e k .
“ I  a m  n o t , ” Bhe s a id ,  s t e a d i ly .
“ A n d  i f  a  f r i e n d  o f  m in e — a  f r i e n d  

w h o s e  h a p p in e s s  is  a s  d e a r  t o  m e  a s  m y  
o w n —  a s k s  m e  i f  y o u  a r e  s t i l l  f r e e ,  If  y o n  
a r e  f r e e  t o  b e  w o o e d  a n d  w o n , m a y  1 t e l l  
h im  ‘y e s  ?’ ”

T h e  d e e p ,  r i c h  to n e s  w e re  v e r y  g r a v e ,  
a n d  t e n d e r ,  a n d  s w e e t .  C la r a ’s h e a d  
d r o o p e d  a  l i t t l e ,  a n d  t h e  s m a l l  h a n d s  f l u t 
t e r e d  in  h i s  c la s p .

“ Y o u  m a y  t e l l  h im  ‘y e s , ’ ”  a h e  s a id ,  in  
a  v o ic e  w h ic h  r o s e  s c a rc e ly  a b o v e  a  w h is 
p e r ,  a n d  a  s u d d e n ,  s w i f t  g la n c e  o f  p a s s io n 
a t e  d e l ig h t  f la s h e d  i n to  R ic h a r d  B u r k e ’s 
d a r k ,  g r a y  e y e s .

H e  s a id  n o t h i n g ,  b u t  b o w e d  h is  h e a d  
lo w  b e f o r e  h e r ,  b e n d in g  lo w e r  a n d  lo w e r  
u n t i l  I t  t o u c h e d  h e r  h a n d s ,  u p o n  w h ic h  h e  
p r e s s e d  h ia  l ip s  In  o n e  lo n g ,  l i n g e r in g ,  r e 
v e r e n t i a l  k is s .  S h e  m a d e  n o  e f fo r t  to  
p r e v e n t  h im ,  b n t  s to o d  p e r f e c t ly  s t i l l  a n d  
m o t io n le s s  b e f o r e  h im  u n t i l  h e  r e le a s e d  
h e r  h a n d s  ; a n d  th e n ,  g a th e r in g  u p ) h e r  
w h i t e  g a u z y  d r a p e r i e s ,  s h e  f le d  a w a y  f r o m  
h im  w i th  t h e  s p e e d  a n d  l i g h tn e s s  o f  a  
f a w n .

C H A P T E R  X I .
F o r  a  fe w  m in u te s  R i c h a r d  B u r k e  

s to o d  s t i l l  w h e r e  C la r a  h a d  l e f t  h im ,  h is  
f e e s  p a le  w i th  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f h i s  e m o 
t io n ,  h is  e y e s  b r i g h t  w lf h  t h e  s o f t e s t  
lo v e l ig h t .

“  M y  l i t t l e  d a r l i n g , ”  h e  s a id ,  t e n d e r ly  
t o  h im s e l f ,  a s  h e  b e n t  o v e r  t h e  b a lu s t r a d e  
— “  m y  p u r e ,  s w e e t ,  i n g e n u o u s  d a r l i n g —  
c a n  I t  b e jp o s a ib le  t h a t  s c c h  h a p p in e s s  ia 
fn  s to r e  f o r  m e  ? D a r e  I  o ffe r  h e r  s u c h  a  
p a s t  aB m in e  ?”

H e  s to o d  f o r  s o m e  m in u te s  s i l e n t  a n d  
t h o u g h t f u l ,  h is  fa c e  a l t e r n a t e l y  g r a v e  to  
s a d n e s s ,  a n d  b r ig h t e n in g  w i th  a  c u d d e n ,  
s w i f t  f la s h  o f  j o y ; t h e n  h e  r o u s e d  h im s e l f  
w i t h  a n  e f fo r t ,  a n d  t u r n e d  to w a r d  t h e  
w in d o w s  to  r e - e n t e r  t h e  h o u a e . A s  h e  
d id  so  t h e r e  w a s  a  s l i g h t  s o u n d  b e h in d  
h im  ; h e  t u r n e d  r a p id ly  j u s t  In  t im e  t o  s ee  
a  d a r k  s h a d o w  d i s a p p e a r in g  u n d e r  th o  
p o r t i c o .  M r .  B u r k e  l e a n e d  o v e r  t h e  
b a lu s t r a d e  a n d  lo o k e d  k e e n l y  a r c u n d ,  
b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s ig n  o f  a n y  o n e  a b o u t .

“  O n e  o f t h e  a e iv a n ta  p r o b a b l y , ”  h e  
a a ld  t o  h im s e l f ,  b u t  n e v e r th e l e s s  h e  w a i t 
e d  f o r  a  le w  m in u te s ,  a n d  t h e n ,  s e e in g  n o  
o n e  a b o u t  t h e  t e r r a c e  o r  a r e a ,  h e  r e 
e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e ,  c lo s in g  t h e  w in d o w  
c a r e f u l ly  a f t e r  h im .

M e a n w h i le  C la r a ,  s t i l l  t r e m b l i n g  a n d  
a g i t a t e d  f r o m  h e r  i n te r v ie w  o n  t h e  t e r r a c e  
h a d  m a n a g e d  to  eB cape th r o u g h  t h e  h a l l  
u n s e e n  a n d  to  r e a c h  h e r  ro o m . T h e r e  s h e  
s e n t  h e r  m a id  w i th  a  m e s s a g e  to  L a d y  
M a r y ,  b e g g in g  h e r  to  e x c u s e  h e r  aa  a h e  
w a s  v e r y  t i r e d  ; a n d  w h e n  t h e  g i r l  h a d  
g o n e  t o  g iv e  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  s h e  w e n t  h e r 
s e l f  to  w lB h L a d y  E i l l s o n ,  w h o  h a d  l e f t  
t h e  b a l l - r o o m  a  c o u p le  o f  h o n r s  p r e v lo c s -  
ly ,  g o o d -n ig h t .

“ I s  m y  m o th e r  a s le e p ,  F e r r i s  ?’ ’ s h e  
s a id ,  s o f t ly ,  a t  t h e  d o o r ,  b u t  L a d y  E l l i 
s o n ’s  v o ic e  a n s w e r e d  h e r  f r o m  w i th in .

“ F e r r i s  i s  d o w n  lo o k in g  a t  t h e  d a n c in g ,  
m y  d n r l l n g .  I  h a v e  b e e n  w a i t in g  f o r  y o u . "

O la ra  w e n t  in  q u i e t l y  ; t h a n k f u l  t h a t  
L a d y  E l l i s o n  c e u ld  n o t  s e e  t h e  t r a c e s  o f 
e m o t io n  o n  h e r  fa c e .

H e r  a d o p te d  m o th e r  w a s  In  h e r  b e d 
r o o m ,  w h i le  t h e  d r e s s in g  ro o m  t h r o u g h  
w h ic h  C la r a  p a s s e d  b o r e  m a r k s  o f  t h e  
m a id ’s  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  t h e  d a n c in g .  L a d y  
E l l i a o n ’a r i c h  d re s s  waB t h r o w n  c a r e le s s ly  
o n  t h e  B o fa , h e r  la c e s  w e re  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  
t h e  t a b l e ,  a n d  h e r  d re s s in g - c a s e  a n d  j e w 
e l - b o x  w e r e  s t i l l  o p e n ;  b u t  O la ra ,  a l 
t h o u g h  h e r  e y e  to o k  In  th e a e  d e t a i l s ,  p a id  
n o  h e e d  t o  th e m .  S h e  p a s s e d  o n  I n to  t h e  
b e d - ro o m .  L a d y  E i l l s o n  w aa  i n  h e r  
d reB B in g -g o w n , s i t t i n g  i n  a n  a r m - c h a i r  b e 
s id e  h e r  b e d .

“ M y  d a r l in g  1” s h e  B a ld , t u r n i n g  h e r  
fa c e  to w a r d  C la r a  a s  s h e  e n t e r e d ,  a n d  
h o ld in g  o u t  h e r  h a n d .

T h e  g i r l  w e n t  to  h e r  s id e ,  a n d  k n e e i n g  
d o w n ,  p u t  h e r  h e a d  c a r e s s in g ly  o n  th e  
b l i n d  l a d y ’s s h o n ld e r .

“ D e a r e s t  m o th e r  1”  s h e  s a id  fo n d ly ,  
h e r  e y e s  f i l le d  w ith  t e a r s  aa  a h e  s p o k e  a t  
t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  s o n  w h o  h a d  l iv e d  a n d  
d ie d  in  s u c h  m is e ry .

“ A r e  y o u  g o in g  to  y o u r  r o o m ,  C la r ie  ?” 
s h e  B aid , t e n d e r ly .  “ I s  t h e  d a n c in g  
o v e r ?”

“ N o ,  b u t  I  a m  v e r y  t i r e d .  W h y  a re  
y o u  n o t  in  b e d ,  d e a r ? ’’

“ I  w a s  n o t  s le e p y .  B e s id e s ,  I  w a n te d  
t o  s e e  m y  l i t t l e  g ir l .  D id  I  d r e a m  t h a t  
a  g r e a t  m a n y  p e o p le  t o ld  m e  t h a t  m y

d a u g h t e r  w a s  t h e  b e l l e  o f  t h e  b a l l  ?”  Bhe 
a d d e d ,  s m i l in g ,  a n d  p u t t i n g  u p  h e r  h a n d  
to  s t r o k e  C la r a ’s  c h e e k ,  b u t  t h e  g i r l  
c a u g h t  I t  q u i c k ly ,  a n d  h e ld  i t  I n  b o t h  
h e r s .

“  Y o u  d r e a m e d  i t ,  m o t h e r  !’’
“ D id  I ?  P e r h a p s  s o ,  d e a r ;  b u t  t h e  

v o ic e s  s o u u d e d  v e r y  r e a l  a n d  l i f e l ik e ,  a n d  
th e y  r e s e m b le d  m y  f r i e n d  T e d ’B, a n d  L o r d  
H e n r y  G a le 's  v o ic e s ,  a n d  L r>rd A 'th u r s t ’s 
a n d  M r .  B n rk tT s .  M y  d a r l i n g ,  h o w  y o u  
s t a r t e d ,  a n d  h o w  h o t  y o u r  h a n d s  a r e  I 
A r e  y o u  w e ll ,  C la r ie  T’

“  Q a i t e ,  m o th e r ,  d a r l i n g ,  b u i  o h  I ao 
t i r e d  ! I f  1 s i t  h e r e  m u c h  lo n g e r  I  s h a l l  
f a l l  a s le e p  o n  y o u r  s h o u ld e r .  L e t  m e  
h e lp  y o u  in t o  b e d ,  d e a r ,  a i id  t h e n  I  w ill  
g o  t o  m y  ro o m  ”

“  T h a n k  y o u ,  d e a r , ”  b»W L a d y  E l l i 
s o n ,  w h e n  s h e  w a s  i n  b e d .  “  H a v e  a  g o o d  
s le e p ,  m y  d e a r e s t ,  a n d  g o o d - n ig h t . ”

“  G o o d - n ig h t ,  m o th e r .  A m  I  in d e e d  
y o u r  d e a r e s t  !” C la ra  a n s w e r e d  a s  s h e  
w e n t  aw<jy ; a n d  h a v in g  a l lo w e d  h e r  
m a id  t o  lo o s e n  h e r  h a i r  a n d  r e p la c e  t h e  
p r e t t y  b a l l - d r e s s  w i th  a  w h i te  w r a p p e r ,  
a h e  d is m is s e d  h e r ,  t e l l i n g  h e r  s h e  r e q u i r 
e d  n o  m o r e  a t t i - n d a n o  t h a t  n ig h t .

A s  t h e  m a id  w a s  le a v in g  t h e  ro o m  s h e  
c a l le d  h e r  b a c k .

“  W h a t  t im e  is  i t .  B a x t e r  ?”
“  N e a r ly  h a l f - p a s t  tw e lv e ,  m is s ,”
“  I s  t h a t  a l l  ? I  t h o u g h t  I t  w ns n e a r ly  

th r e e .  ”
“  T h e  d a n c in g  Ib to  b e  o v e r  a t  o n e ,  M is s  

C la r a .  H e r  l a d y s h ip  a n d  M r .  F e t h e r 
s to n e  w ia h e d  i t  t o  b e  a  v e r y  e a v ly  p a r t y . ”

“  V e r y  w e ll ,  y o u  m a y  g o , B a x t e r . ”
W h e n  s h e  w aa  a lo n e  C la r a ,  a l t h o u g h  

s h e  h a d  c o m p la in e d  o f  s u c h  g re a t, f a t ig u e ,  
s e e m e d  b y  n o  m e a n s  a n x io u s  t o  r e t i r e  to  
b e d  S h e  o p e n e d  h e r  w in d o w s , a n d  s a t  
lo o k in g  o u t  i n to  t h e  s t i l l ,  m o o n l i t  n i g h t  
In  d e e p  t h o u g h t ,  r e c a l l in g  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  
t h e  e v e n t s  w h ic h  M r, B n r k o  h a d  r e l a t e d  
t o  h e r ,  t h e  t e a r s  r u n n i n g  R w iftly  d o w n  h e r  
c h e e k s  aa  s h e  t h o u g h t  i f G r a > ' t  E l l i s o n ’s 
s a d  f a t e — o f  h is  g r e a t  lo v e  r e p a id  b y  b a s e  
t r e a c h e r y — h is  f a i t h  w i th  b e t r a y a l  T h e n ,  
f r o m  G r a n t  E l l la m i h e r  t h o u g h t s  n a t u r a l 
ly  t u r n e d  to  R ic h a r d  B u r k e ,  a n d  h e r  h e a r t  
b e a t  q u ic k ly  a t  t h e  r e c o l le c t i o n  o f  t h e  
t e n d e r n e s a  w h io h  h a d  c o m e  I n to  h is  v o ic e  
tw o  o r  t h r e e  t im e s  w h e n  h e  s p o k e  t o  h e r  
— o f  th o s e  o n e  o r  cw o s e n te n c e s  w h io h  
c a m e  b a c k  to  h e r  n o w  w i th  a  t h r i l l  o f 
d e l ig h t— o f th o s e  l a s t  lo w - s p o k e n  w o rd s  - 
t h a t  lo n g ,  l in g e r in g  k is s .  C la r a  s to o p e d  
h e r  h e a d  a s  s h e  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  w i th  t h e  
p r e t t i e s t  a n d  s h y e s t  o f g e s tu r e s  s h e  l a id  
h e r  c h e e k  d o w n  w h e re  h i s  U ps h a d  r e s t e d ,  
a n d  w e n t  I n to  a  d r e a m  o f w h ic h  t h e  h e r o  
w a s  t a l l  a n d  g r a v e  a n d  s ta c e ly ,  w i th  e a r n 
e s t  g r a y  e y e a  a n d  a  s p le n d id  c h e s t n u t  
b o a r d ,  a n d  f r o m  » h i c h  s h e  w aB a w a k e n e d  
b y  h e a r in g  s te p s  a n d  v o ic e s  o n  t h e  s t a i r s  
a n d  p a s s a g e s  G o o d - n ig h ts  w e re  e x 
c h a n g e d ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  fe w  m in u te s  a  q u i e t  
t r a n q u i l l i t y  s e t t l e d  o v e r  t h e  h o u s e — t h e  
d e e p ,  u n b r o k e n  B tllln e ss  o f  r e p o s e .  A  
fe w  m in u te s  a f t e r  t h a  c l o c k  B fr u c k  t  v o .

C la r a  ro s e  s lo w ly  a n d  f ia l s h e d  u - 'd r e s s 
in g  ; b tfc  w h ile  s h e  p la i t e d  u p  h e r  h a i r  
h e r  c h e e k s  g re w  h o t  a t  t h e  r e m e m b r a n e  o f 
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f t h a t  d r e a m ,  f o r  o u r  l i t t l e  
h e r o in e  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  s u s c e p t ib le  to  
t h e  t e n d e r  p a s s io n ,  n o r  g iv e n  t o  s e n t i 
m e n ta l  m u s in g B  o v e r  Id e a l  lo v e rs .  H i t h e r 
to  h e r  h e a r t  h a d  b e e n  u n to u c h e d  b y  a n y  
o f  t h e  a d o r a t io n  o f f e re d  to  h e r  f r e q u e n t l y ; 
b u t  n o w  s h e  f e l t  t h u t  h e r  h e a r t  w aa  h e r s  
n o  lo n g e r .  S h e  w as  n o t  s o r r y  ; a h e  w aa  
n o t  a s h a m e d  H e  lo v e d  h e r  s u r e ly  o r  h e  
w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s p  >ken t h u s ; a n d  C ia ra  
c o v e r e d  b e r  fa c e  w i th  h e r  h a n d s  a s  a h e  
t h o u g h t  o i h e r  a n a w o r  t o  h is  q u e s t i o n  a n d  
th e  a v o w a l i t  c o n ta in e d .

“ H e  h a s  b a e n  u n h a p p y , ” s h e  s a id ,  s o f t 
l y ,  to  h e r s t l f ; ‘ b u t  I  w il l  m a k e  h im  bo 
h a p p y  t h a t  h e  w il l  f o r g e t  a l l  t h e  u n h a p p i 
n e s s  o f  t h e  p a s t .

H a l f  a n  h o u r  p a u se d  ; t h e  c lo c k  s t r u c k  
t h e  h a l f - h o u r  a f t e r  tw o ,  t h e n  th r e e ,  b u t  
C la ra  s t i l l  l a y  w a k e f u l  a n d s le e p le s a  o n  h e r  
p i l lo w . S h e  w as  n o t  u a e d  to  s le e p le s s  
n ig h t s ,  a n d  s h e  g re w  i m p a t i e n t  a n d  r e s t -  
le sa ,  t r y i n g  o n e  b y  o n e  e v e r y  m e a n s  o f 
b e c o m in g  s le e p y  o f  w h ic h  a h e  h a d  h e a r d  
a t  v a r iu o s  t im e s .  S h e  c o u n te d  s te a d i ly  
u p  to  a  h u n d r e d  ; B he r e p e a t e d  h e r  m u l t i ,  
p l i c a t i o n - t a b l e  ; s h e  d r a n k  s o m e  w a te r  ; 
a n d  f i a a ’ly  j a m p e d  o u t  o f  b e d ,  h a l f - l a u g h -  
in g ,  h a l f  i m p a t i e n t .

“  I  w ill  t a k e  a  t a r n  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e s ,” 
s h e  s a id ,  s l ip p in g  o n  h e r  d re s s in g - g o w n . 
“  1 w ill  g o  v e r y  q u i e t l y ,  a n d  d i s t u r b  n o  
o n e  ”

S h e  o p e n e d  h e r  d o o r  n o is e le s s ly  a n d  
a to le  o u t .  T h e  lo n g  p a s s a g e s  w e r e  v e r y  
s i l e n t  ; t h e  g a s ,  t u r n e d  d o w n  v e r y  lo w , 
m a d e  a  d im  l ig h t .  C la ra  w a lk e d  tw o  o r  
t h r e e  t im e s  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  p a s s a g e s ,  
t h e n  s h e  w e n t  d o w n  a  s h o r t  f l i g h t  o f  s t e p s  
w h ic h  le d  i n to  t h e  p 'c tu r e - g a l l e r y ,  c n  to  
w h ic h  o p e n e d  a  s u i t e  o f  ro o m s ,  In  w h ic h  
w e r e  s i t u a t e d  t h e  b e d  ro o m  a n d  d re a s in g -  
ro o m  o c c u p ie d  b y  L a d y  E l l i s o n ,  t h e  p a s  
s a g a  l e a d in g  t o  t h e  b a c h e lo r s ' w in g  b e in g  
o n  ^ h e  o p p o s i te  s id e .  A t  th o  f o o t  o f t h e  
s t e p s  C la r a  ( t o p p e d ,  a n d  s to o d  lo o k in g ,  
w i th  w id e - o p e n ,  d i l a t e d  e y e s ,  a t  s o m e 
t h in g  o r  s o m e b c d y l n  t h e  p l c t a r e - g a l i e r y .  
A a  s h e  lo o k e d  e v e r y  s h a d e  o f  c o lo r  
f a d e d  o u t  o f t h o  g i r l ’s  f a c e  ; h e r  b r e a t h  
c a m e  i n  s w i f t ,  h u r r i e d  g a s p s ; h e r  h a n d s  
w e re  p r e s s e d  to  h e r  b r e a s t ,  a s  If  s h e  w e re  
t r y i n g  to  e tif le  t h e  r a j  id  h e a r t  t h r o b s .  
F o r  f u l l y  f iv e  m in u te s  a h e  s to o d  th e r e ,  
m o t lo n le a s ,  b r e a th l e s s ,  s tu p e f ie d ;  t h e n  s h e  
t u r n e d  a n d  f le d , w i th  f le e t ,  f r i g h t e n e d  
« te p s ,  b a c k  t o  h e r  o w n  ro o m .

F«»R THK MILLION.
Along the line of the Chicago aud Northwestern. 
Railway in Central Dakota and Northern 
Nebraska. New sections are being- opened up and 
ranidly settled In these wonderfully productive 
regions, and the “ first) comers” will have •*first 
choice " of location.

For full information (which will be s^ni you tree of 
charge) the free lands and cheap homes apply/* ̂
tO JOHN U. MO K LEY, d

Webern Canadian Pass. Agent, C. & N. W. R , ™
R. 8. HAIR, 9 York St., Toronto. Ont.

General Pass. Agent. Ohioatro, Ills

A g e n ts  w a ^ t i d  f o r  t b e  b e s t  s f l l -
IftCr Patented Artiolein Canada to-day Send 

25 cents for Sample and Agents’ Terms. Dklouchi 
& Co , Guelph.

a  r  a  it P m
$29 Per »•?

W E L L  B O R I N  Q
has no mporim' 20 feet per hour, hand or hone-rirwer 
oomoin d borJag fttid rook drilling maohine ; orand inf- 
ease; fl at prizes aud diploma*. Send for Catalogue 

68 ^ARY STREET HAMILTON CANADA

 -OBIS ONLY-

■lapperton’s Spool Cottt* !
Warranted IS'UM* LengOJb, *.nd feo run imGofch oa anf 

'nasliiae. Seo ihafc Glappwb.'.coh'b iiaj*s'■ on 
t<< label. -W  Tor Mujr-

Christm as Cards
B Y  M A I L

Ati leas than wholesale prices. All well assorted. No 
two alike, Postage prepaid. BIRTHDAY CARDS 
may be included. Not Fringkd. Fringrd.
25 CARDS, good value, for $ 25 $1 50
25 “  larger, “  50 2 25
25 *' very fine, ** 1.00 8 25

£3T Orders may bo proportionately mixed. Cash 
accompany order, Address,
M a t t h e w s  B r o s .  &  C o .  . T o r o n t o  

JAMES PARK & SON,
Pork Packers, Toronto.

h. C. Bacon, Rolled Sploe Bacon, C. 0. Baccn, 
Glasgow Beef Hams, Sugar Cured Ham, Dried 
B eef, Breakfast Bacon, Smoked Tongues, Mess Pork, 
P iokled Tongues, Cheese, Family or Navy Pork, 
h a yd in Tubs and Pails. The Best Brands of Bnga 
3 h Fine Dftirv Salt in Stook

C A 'A D A P E R M A N E N T

LOAN & SAVINGS CO.
Incorporated, A .D. 1885.

Subscribed Capital.................... ... «3,000,COO
Paid up Capital  ............................ 2,200,000
Reserve Fund  ................. 1,100,000
Total Assets.................................... 8,600,000

O  HP F  I  O  IE =
Company’s Buildings, Toronto St., 

Toronto.

T h e  C o m p a n y  h a s  n o w  on  h a n d  a  la rg e  
a m o u n t  o f E n g l is h  m o n e y  w h io h  i t  is  p r e 
p a re d  to  le n d  o n  f irs t-c la s s  s e c u r i t ie s  a t  le w  
r a te s  of In te io a t .  A p p ly  to

J. HERBERT NASON,
Manatrintr DlreotOf

Allan Line Hoyal la u  Steamships,
Sailing during winter from Portland every Thurs< 

d*y and HaHfr.x every Saturday to Liverpool, and in 
summer from Quebec every Saturday to Liverpool, 
calling at Londonderry to land mails and passengers 
for Sootland and Ireland. Also from Baltimore, via 
Halifax and St Joha’s,N.F.. to Liverpool fortnightly 
dining summer months. The steamers of the Glas
gow lines sail during winter to and from Halifax, 
Portland, Boston and Philadelphia; and during sum
mer between Glasgow and Montreal, weekly; Glas
gow and Boston weekly, and Gla3gow aud Philadel
phia frtnightly 

For freight, passage, or other information apply to 
A Schumache & Co., Baltimore ; S. Cunard & Co., 
Halifax* Shea & Co. St.John's, N.F.; Wm. Thomp
son & Co , St. John’.’ N B .; Allan & Co., Chicago; 
Love & Aldsn, New York; H. Bourlier, Toronto J 
Allans, Rae & Co., Quebec; Wm. Brookle, Phila
delphia; H. A. Allan, Portland, Boston, Montreal.

O U R  F R E E

120-Pag’e
Catalogue

For 1886 is Now Ready,

(to  be  c o n tin u ed . )

A  P a r i s  n e w s d e a le r  is  l ia b le  to  a  fine  if 
h e  le n d s  b u t  a  n e w s p a p e r  to  a n y  o n e  fo r 
r e a d i r  g p u i  p oses . W e  a re  n o t  a c q u a in te d  
w i th  t h e  p u n is h m e n t  in f l ic te d  u p o n  th e  m a n  
in  P a r i s  w h o  ta k e s  a  p a p e r  o u t  of th e  p o s t  
office u n t i l  ho  is c n e  y e a r  in  a r r e a r s ,  a n d  
th e n  m o v es  a  ay  w i th o u t  p a y in g  h is  s u b 
s c r ip t io n ,  b e t  h e  is  p ro b a b ly  h a n g ed  a  few  
h o u rs .

I t  is  s a id  t b a t  L o n g fe llo w  a n d  F i t ’ is , ’e re  
m a k in g  a  sh f r t  p e d e s tr i a n  to u r  so"> y e a rs  
a g o , w h e n ,  to  th e i r  s u rp r is e ,  a n  anfciy  b u ll  
s to o d  in  th e  p a th w a y ,  e v id e n tly ,  ( 'c fe r ru in - 
ed  to  d e m o lis h  b o th  p o e t  a n d  puM U r-er. 
“  1 t h i n k , ” s a id  F ie ld s ,  “ t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be 
p r u d e n t  to  g iv e  th is  r e v ie w e r  a  w id e  m a r 
g in . ” “  Y es  ”  re p l ie d  th e  p o e t ,  “ i t  a p 
p e a r s  to  b> x i*pn«<-

Illustrating nearly a thousand 
different styles o f goods 

suitable f o r

Xmas Presents,
and at lower prices than ever 
before offered to the public. I f  
you want to save money send P.O. 
address for our CAIALUGIIE.

W e have a variety in . new  
and elegant designs, set with 
Itiamonds, Rubies, Pearls, & other

Srccious stones, in Brooches, 
;ings, Bracelets, Scarf Pins, Col

lar Buttons, &c., and an endless 
variety o f Gold & Silver Jewelry.

OUR OWN MAKE
And Manufactured In Our Establishment,

S h a ll  be p le a s e d  lo  g iv e  's ' i m a t e s  fo r  a n y  
d e s c r ip t io n  o r s ty le  of J e w e l le r y  1o be m a d e  
to  o rd e r .  A ll  o u r  g o o d s  a re  fu lly  g u a ra n 
te e d  to  b e  th e  q u a l i ty  of g o ld  s ta m p e d  and 
m a rk e d  w i th  o u r  in i t ia ls ,  th u s  :

“ C. S . 18 K t . ”

Ill Silverware w o h a v e  to  d a y  th e
L a rg e s t  an<i M o s t  C o m p le te  S to c k  in th e  
D o m ’n ic n , a l l  th e  L a te s t  D e s ig n s  a n d  B e s t  
Q u a l i ty  m ad e .

C A T A L O G U E  F R E E .

Manufacturer, Importer, Wholesale and 
Retail Dealer.

C H A S .  S T A R K
52 CHURCH ST., TORONTO,


