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M ibb H a n fo rd  * l i t t l e  v ilU g e  s h o p  lo o k ed  
u n u s u .l lv  fu s ta  j u s t  b e fo re  C h r i s t  n a s , w ith  
i t s  s t r in g s  of oho ;.p, b u t  b r ig h t ly  p a in te d  t in  
te v s ,  i ts  g a y  cards-, a n d  w o n r 'a r fu l d 's p la y  
o f .v o iste d  w o rk , to  say  no  h io g  of th e  evor- 
g re n n  b u sh  t h a t  a d o rn e d  th s  w m d -w , liu i-g  
■with a  v a r ie ty  o t t in s e l  i.rn a m a  >ts t h a t  g l i t ­
te re d  l ik e  B ilver a n d  goM  w h e n e v e r  th e  s u n  
s t ru c k  th e m . T o -d ay , h o w v  r ,  no  f la t te r  
in g  s u n b e a m  d w n e s  t h a t  « * y ,  fo r  o ld  Sol 
ha« h id  ; n  b is  f.ico b s a e i t h  * h e av y  g ra y  
v e il,  a u d  a  h ick  s n o v  is  fa llin g  q u ie t ly  b u t  
s te a d i y , as  th o u g h  i t  liist-.nt b u s in e ss , a n d  
M isa  fla n fo - 'd ’s t c 1 is  a l most as  g loom y  as 
th e  sk v  o v e rlie a -i, w h ile  sh e  m Ioh> h crow i Ib. 
a n d  sola t s  ead lea  fo r  p r e t ty  M rs  P u ls ife r , 
th e  D o c to r s  w ife . —  " I t  w iil be a  w h ite  
C h r is tm a s  n f te r  a l l , ” say s  t h a t  ohe*-ry l i t t l e  
w o m an , w h il th e  m a te r ia ls  to  c o m p le te  h e r  
h u a o a n  l ’s s l io p e r  case , a re  b e in g  t ie d  u p , 
“ uFh'V.h, th e v  d o  so y , is b a d  fo r  th e  d o c to rs  ’

“ Y m- ; ‘A  g re e n  O o rie tn ia s  m..k> s a  f a t  
c h u r c h y a r d ; ’ a n d  no  m is ta k e ,”  t ig h s  M ias 
H a n fo rd .

“ Any s o r t  c f C h r i - t o i i s  m ak e a  a  f a t  p o c k e t-  
book  fo r  y o u . I  s u p p o s e ,” la u g h s  M  8. P u l-  
s i ’u r .—  ‘ N o t  th is  y e a r  T n e  n ew  s h o p  w ith  
p la te  g la ss  w in d o w s, u p  th e  s t r e e t ,  h a s  c u t  
in to  m y  t r a d e  sa  ly  ; b a t ,  th a n k  th e  L o rd , 
T o m  T u c k e r  a n d  I  d o n ’t  n> ed  m u c h , ’ a n d  
M iss  H a n fo rd  p i t t e d  a  b ig  b la c k  a n d  w h ite  
c a t  dozing ou ou© e n d  of th y  c o u i i t t r . 5 ‘Xc Is
s o r t  o ’ lo n eso m e, th o u g h , l iv in ’ a l l  a l  ine, 
’s p ic i a l l  a b o u t C h 'i a tm ia  Som etim eB  I  
g i t  d re a d fu l b lu e , m i '1 d o w n  iu  th e  m o u th .” 
— “ N o  w o n d e r, p o o r  t h i n g ! ’ r . jo in s  M rs. 
[M s ife r ,  s y m p a th e tic a lly .  “ Y o u  o u g h t  t> 
h a v e  m y  t h r - e  y o u n g  lo g u e s ;  y o u ’d  n e v e r  
h a v e  t im e  to  b e  d u l l ,  th e n .  B a t ,  g o o d b y e ;
I  m u s tn 't  c h a t te r  a n o th e r  m in u te ;  a l l  th e  
o d d m e n ts  fo r  th e  s to c k in g s  a re  t  > bo b o u g h t 
y e t  ”

• T h a t ’s i t !” e x c la im e d  M ib-i H a n fo rd ,  as  
th e  a h o p - 'lo o r  s h u t  w ith  a  s la m  “ T h a t 's  
je s t  i t  I I  m  a n  o ld  m a id , a n d  o u g h t  to  be 
u sed  to  l iv in  a lo n e , d e a r  k n o w s I b u t  C h r is t  
maa* aeemB to  s t i r  u n  a l l  th e  so c ia b le  fu e b n 's  
in  m y  n a tu r e ,  a n d  I ’d  a ’m o s t be  w ill in ' to  
g iv e  th e  t r a d e ,  t h  m  p la te -g la s s  w in d o w s 
h ev  le f t  m e , to  h e v a  le e t le  c r i t t e r  to  c u d d le  
u p , a n d  m a k e  ju s t  s u c h  ’a  C h r is tm a s ’ fo r . as  
C y  and  I  u sed  to  h « v , w h e n  w o w w e  y o u n g ­
s te r s ,  l  i t i l  - o ld  re d  fa m i-h o u so . i o m  T uck  
k e r ,  w h y  a in ’t  y o u  a  b a b y  ? ’ to  w h ich  p u ssy  
o e)v re sp o n d ed  b y  a  b l in k  of h is  g re a n  eyes , 
a n d  p  r  ed  h a r d e r  th a n  ev e r .

“ T in k le - t in k le  1 ’ ra n g  th e  s h o p -b e ll,  a n d  
tw o  ey**s a p p n a m d  on a  le v e l w ith  th e  c o u n t­
e r , su  m  u n te d  b y  a  sh o ck  of sh a g g y  h a ir ,  
a n d  a  s h r i l l  v „ ico  p ip e d , “ P le a s e , M .ss  H a n ­
fo rd , m a  s e n t  m e  o v e r  l:o r a  th r e e - c a n t  lo a f , 
a n i  w a n ts  to  k n o w  if y o u  w ill t r u s t  h e r  a 
few  d »ya  lo n g e r .”  T h e  l i t t l e  c o u n try  s to re  
w n s v e 'v  m ix ed  in  i ts  c o n te n ts ,  a n d  k e p t  
b r  a 5 an d  cak e  as w e ll a s  to y s  a n d  w o rs te d s .

“ H e y  1 is  t h a t  y o u  P a ts e y  B a t t  1 T e ll m e, 
P a ts n y , m y  c h ild ,  h o w  a y o u r  p o o r, s ic k  p a  
to  dn.v ?”

“ V e ry  b a d  1 M a, s h e ’s b e n  u p  w i th  h im  
a ll n ig h t ,  a n d  ’m o s t c r  ed  h e r  eyeB o u t  ’

“ T h e n  y o u  w o n ’t  hev  m uoh  of a  C h r is tm a s  
in y o " r  bouao, to -m o rro w ? ”

“ N o  ; m a  sa y s , S a n ta  C la u B se n t w o rd  l e 
c o u ld n ’t  c r m i  th i s  y e a r  a n d  a  b ig  Bob 
c h o k 'd  th e  c h ild 's  u t te ra n c e .

“ P o o r  l i t t l e  c r i t t e r s  !” m u t te  e d  M iss  H a n ­
fo rd , u n d e r  w h o se  r a th e r  s t i f f  e x te r io r  b e a t  
th o  k in d e s t  h e a r t  in  th e  w o rld  “ T h e re ,  
yo u  ts-ke th i s  soed  c a k e  o v e r to  y o u r  m a , 
w ith  m y  c o m p lim e n ts ,” a n d  as t h e  t in y  g ir l  
o p ened  h e r  m o u th  to  e x p re ss  h e r  th a n k s ,  she  
p o p p e d  in  a  s u g a r  p lu m , a n d  la u g h e d  h e a r t ­
ily  a t  th ?  a m azed  face t h a t  n o d d e d  go o d  b y e , 
M id d ie a ip e a 'e d  acro ss  th e  re a d .

“ I t ’s m ig h ty  c u r io u s ,  h o w  q u e e r  th in g s  a re  
a r ra n g e d  in  th is  v.-orld !” s o lilo q u iz ed  M iss 
H# n fo rd  : “ N o t  t h a t  T w s.n t to  q u e s tio n  th e  
w a y s  of P ro v id e n c e  ; b u t  t h e r e  is  M rs , B a t t ,  
w ith  fo u r  y ou lig a te  r s ,  a n d  n o t  so m u c h  a s  a  
p e p p e rm in t-d ro p  to  p u t  in  th e i r  s to c k in g s ;  
au^  h e re  a m  T, w ith  a  lo t  of k n ic k -k n a c k s  
g i t t l n ’ s ta le  oil m y  h a n d s  ( th a n k s  to  th e m  
p la te  glaBB w in d o w s,)  a n d  p in in ' to  m a k e  a  
C h rie tm sB ’ fo r  so m eb o d y , a n d  n o t  a  k i t h  n o r  
k in  b e lo n g in ' to  m e , t h a t  I  k n o w  o t,  fo r  if  
b r o th e r  C y . h a d  a  b e n  in  th e  flesh , h e 'd  a  
tu r n e d  u p  l ik e  a  b a d  p e n  y ,  lo n g  b e fo re  th is ,  
s u re ly  ! I t ’s a  m y s te ry ,  a n d  n> m is ta k e  1”

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t h e r  ey e  fe l l  u p o n  a  c a rd  
I j i n z  on  th e  to p  of a  p ile  of p is te b o a r d  sou  
v e n irs , a n d  to o k  i t  u p . I t  re p re s e n te d  a  
I a 1 y  a n d  o h ild  fe e d in g  a  flock of ro b in s , a n d  
b e lo w  w a s  p r in te d ,  “ A t  C h r is tm a s , o p en  
w id e  th y  h e a r t  ”

“ T h a t ’s p u r ty  1”  sa id  M isa  H a n fo rd . I t  
m a k e s  m f  t h in k  e f th e  C h r is tm a s  s h ea f  w e 
u sed  to  h a n g  o u t  fo r  th e  b ird s .  T h e y  w e re  
n o  k i th  n o r  k in .  a n d  if t o  b ird s ,  w h y  n o t  to  
B a t ts  ? Y e s . I ' l l  do  i t  1”  a n d  th e  h a p p y  
th o u g h t  f a i r ly  i r r a d i a te d  t h e  ru g g e d  face , 
ev en  as th e  g le a m  o f s u n l ig h t  th rs t ju s t  th e n  
s h n e  th r o u g h  a  r i f t  i n  t h e  c lo u d s  m a d e  t h e  
t i n s e l  o rn a m e n ts  in  t h e  w in d o w  s p a r k le  a n  i  
B l 't te r  i ik e  a  h u n d r e d  C h r is tm a s  c a n d l e B .  
T h e  n e w  id e a  w a s  m o re  f u l l y  d e v e lo p ed  t h i t  
e v en in g  o v e r  M iss  H a n fo rd ’s s o li ta ry  c u p  of 
te a  a n d  p la te  o f h o t  b u t te r e d  to a s t  in  th e  
w ee  p a r lo r  b a c k  of th e  sh o p , w h ile  T o m  
T u c k e r  s a t  b y ,  l ik e  h is  n a m e sa k e , “ s in g in g  
fo r  h is  s u p p e r  ”  a n d  k e e p in g  u p  a  d u e t  w ith  
th e  k e t t l e  t h a t  h u m m e d  a n d  s p lu t te r e d  on  
th e  s to v e , a n d  to  th e  g o o d  w o m a n  th e i r  song  
seem ed  to  b e ,

Christmas comes but once a year,
But when it comes it brings good ohser.

A n d  w h e n  t l \e  ru s h  o f C h r is tm a s  E v e  b u s i­
n e ss  w as  o v e r , t h e  s h u t te r s  b a r r e d ,  a n d  th e  
q u i e t  of n ig h t  h a d  d e so e n d e d  u p o n  th e  l i t t l e  
s n o w -b o u n d  v illa g e , th e  e v e rg re e n  w as  r e ­
m o v ed  fro m  th e  w in d o w  to  th e  b a c k  p a r lo r  
a n d  m a d e  m o re  g o rg eo u s  th a n  e v e r  w ith  re d , 
w h ite ,  a n d  b lu e  ta p e r s ,  co rn u o o p ia s , a n d  a  
v e r i ta b le  S t.  N ic h o la s , w i th  r e in d e e r  a u d  
p a c k

“ I  fe e l ’m o s t a s  if  I  w as  m a k in ’ i t  fo r  ODe 
o f m y  o w n ,” s a id  M iss  H a n fo rd ,  as  sh e  s u r ­
v e y ed  th e  l e a u l t  o f h e r  la b o rs  a n d  t ie d  on 
h e r  n ig h tc a p  ; a n d  th e r e  w a s  a  h a p p y  g low  
a t  h e r  h e a r t  a s  sh e  s a id  h e r  p rayerB  a n d  w e n t 
to  b e d . t h a t  la s te d  In to  t h e  C h r is tm a s  d a w n  
a n d  a ll  th r o u g h o u t  th e  Bervice in  th e  o ld , 
g ra y ,  v in e -c o v e re d  c h u rc h , a l th o u g h  fe w  h a d  
w ish ed  h e ?  th e  s e a so n 's  g re e tin g s  a n d  n o  g if t  
g ra o e d  h e r  lo n e ly  m o rn in g  b o a rd .

T h e  o v e r la n d  e x p re ss  fro m  th e  P a c ific  
C o a s t, com es s te a m in g  a n d  th u n d e r in g  a lo n g  
o v e r  a  w id e , sn o w y  e x p a n s e  of f la t  o o u n try ,  
a n d  d ra w s  u p  w i th  a  s n o r t  a t  a d e so la te  l i t ­
t le  w o o d e n  s ta t io n ,  s ta n d in g  a lm o s t a lo n e  in  
t i ie  m id d le  of a  g r e a t  p ra ir i e .  E a g e r  p a s ­
sen g e rs  o ro w d  to  d o o rs  a n d  w in d o w s, g la d  of 
a n y th in g  to  b re a k  th e  m o n o to n y  o f th e i r  
lo n g  jo u rn e y ,  a n d  th e  s ig h t  t h a t  m e e ts  t h e i r  
e y e s  is n o v e l en o u g h  to  k e e p  th e m  th e re .  A

g ro u p  o f m in e rs  in  ro u g h  a t t i r e ,  w i th  b ro n z  
cd  f 'C s a n  1 u n k e m p t  b e a rd s ,  a re  c lu s te r e d  
a b o u t  a  l i t t l e  g ir l  o f som e e ig h t  o r  c in e  y e a rs ,  
c la d  in  a  c o s tu m e  s tr a n g e  to  th e  p e t te d  
d a rlir .g s  of fa sh io n , b u t  w a rm  a n d  c o m fo rt 
a b le  fo r  t h  t  b i t t e r  w in te r  w e a th e r .  A  
g o w n  o f c o a rse  so tu ’e v. f lan n e l, s u c h  aB m en  s 
sh irtB  a re  fo rm ed  of. a n d  a  ru d e ly  fa s h i n ed  
fu r  c o a t a n d  c a p , m a d e  b y  lo v in g  b u t  u n s k i l l ­
fu l f in g e rs  N o th in g ,  h o w e v e r , c an  m a r  th e  
w in so m e b e a u ty  of th e  l i t t l e  m a id , w hoso  
e v es  a re  d e w y  w ith  te a r s  as  sh e  c lin g s  ro u n d  
th e  n e ck  of one  o f th e  m '-n , a n d  h o ld s  u p  h e r  
lip s , to  be  k is se d  b y  a ll  t h e  o th e rs .

“ Y o u  w ill  lo o k  f t e r  m y  l i t t l e  g a l, a n d  
ta k e  h o r s a fe ,”  s ay s  th e  t a l l  m a n  w h o  h o ld s  
h e r ,  w ith  a  b re a k  in  h is  v o ice , to  th e  con 
d u c 'o r ,  as  h e  p re s se s  a  g e n e ro u s  fee  in to  h is  
iia n d .

“ A n d  g iv e  h e r  th e  v e ry  b e a t o f e v e r y ­
th in g ,” p u ts  in  a n o th e r ,  w h ile  h e  d ra w s  a  
s 'e e v e  acr- sa h !s  ey es  ; “ no  h in ’, I  re c k o n , is 
to o  good  f o ' o u r  N u g g e t .”

“ Tho lu c k  of tha cam p  w ill g '; with "fter, 
I 'm  a f r a id ,” g ro a n s  a n o th e r  ; a n d  th e n  th e  
‘e n g in e  b lo w s  th e  o ig n a ’ fo r  d e p a r tu re ,  a n d  
a m id  soba a n d  h a n d  sh ak e s  th e  c h ild  is  l i f t ­
ed  to  th e  p la tfo  m  a n d  w a v es  fa re w e ll, w h ile  
tb e  g ro u o  of m en  s h o u t ,  “ G iv i  th e  l i t t l e  'u n  
a  sen d -o ff— H u r ra h  ! fo r  t h s  fiia g g e t of G old  
O re  C am p  1” a n d  lo u d  c h e e rs  a w a k e n  th o  
echoes  aa ths c o n d u c to r  e n te rs  th e  P u llm a n  
c a r ,  le a - in g  th e  w ee g ir l  b y  t h e  h a n d .

T h e  p a ss e n g e rs  a re  d e ep ly  in te re s te d  a n d  
c ro w d  ro u n d ,  to  in q u ir e  t h e  h is to ry  of th o  
n ew -co m er. ‘ S h e  i- n o t  e x ac tly  a  p a s s e n g e r ,” 
s a y s  th a  g e n tle m a n ly  o fho ial, “ aB s h e  is s e n t  
by express ; b u t  I  o an ’t  p u t  h e r  in  t h e  e x ­
p re s s  c a r . T h e re  is h e r  l a b e l ;” a n d  he  
p o in te d  to  a  c a rd  ta c k e d  on  th e  sleev e  of th e  
l i t t l e  fu r  c o a t, a n d  a d d re ss e d  to

“ M iss  H a n n a h  H a n fo rd , 

H o lly w e ll ,

N . Y .

“ T h a t ’s m y  a u n t  ! A n d  I  a m  h e r  C h r i s t ­
m a s  p r e s e n t  fro m  P o p . P o p p y  S am  sa y s  I 
oan g e t  th e re  in  t i  n e  fo r  S a n ta  C la u s  lo  fill 
m y  s to c k in g .”

“ W h a t  is y o u r  n a m e , l i t t l e  d e a r ? ” a sk e d  
s w e e t fa c e d  M rs  F i r n s w o r t h ,  d ra w in g  th e  
l i t t l e  s t r a n g e r  to  a  s e a t  b e s id e  h e r .—  “ N u g ­
g e t  !”  —  “ N u g g e t ! B u t t h a t  is n o t  a  n a m e  ; 
h a v e  y o u  no  o th e r  ?”

“ P r iz e  N-.igijet of G o ld  O re C am p  ! T h a t ’s 
a ll .  T h e  m e n  g a v e  i t  to  m e , ’c a 'is e  th e y  s ay ,
I  m  w o r th  m y  w e ig h t in  go ld . N e v e r  h a d  
a n y  lu c k  a t  th e  m in es  t i l l  I  cam e  th e re .  
S o m e tim e s  th e y  c a ll m e ‘N u g , ’ fo r s h o r t . ”  

“ W h a t  is  y o u r  f a th e i  c i l l e d ;  fo r  I  s u p ­
p o se  one o t th e s e  m en  is y o u r  f a t h e r ? 1

“ T h e v  a re  a ll  m y  p o p p ie s  : P o p p y  S am ,
P o p p y  J a c k ,  P o p p y  K r ,  a n d  P o p p y  P e t e r ;  
b u t  b ig  P o p  C y . is  m y  re a l  t r u e  one ; a n d  
oh ! I  0 m  k n o w  w hat, th e y  w ill do  w i th ­
o u t  th e i r  N u g g e t  ! ’ A n d  th e  b o n n y  li t ie  
face  g re w  v e ry  sob tir a t  th e  th o u g h t .

‘H a v e  y o u  n o  m o th e r  ?’’ a s k e d  M rs ,  
F a rn s w o r th ,

“ N o , Sho w e n t  to  H e a v e n  th r e e  y e a rs  
a g o , v,'hen th e  p a r t r id g e  b e rr ie s  w e re  r ip e ,  
a n i  P o p  K i t  say s , i t  s a  n ic e r  p la c e  th a n  
e v e n  R-jdB kin C a n o n .”

“ A n d  y o u  h a v e  l iv e d  w i th  th e s e  ro u g h  
m e n  e v e r  s in ce  ?”

“ T h e y  a re  n o t  ro u g h  ?” c r ie d  th o  c h ild , 
f la sh in g  u p  in  a n  i n s t a n t ;  “ th e y  a re  N u g ­
g e t 's  d e a r ,  d a r l in g  P o p p  es, a n d  I  lo v e  th e m , 
a n d  s h a ll  go b a c k  to  cook  fo r  tb e  ‘m e ss ,’ ju s t  
as  so: li aB I  le a rn  to  r e a d  a n d  w r i te ,  end 
k e e p  houBe lik e  a  la d y  ; ' ' a n d  s h e  b u r s t  in to  
a w ild  fit  of w e ep in g , and waB o n ly  p ac ified  
b y  m a n y  g e n tle  w o rd s  and a s ig h t  of th e  
l i t t l e  c u r ta in e d  b e r th  in th e  s le e p in g  c a r , 
w h ic h  sh e  w as to  o ccu p y  d u r in g  h e r  t r ip .

T h e  p a in  of p a r t in g  o v e r , h o w e v e r , N u g ­
g e t  b e ca m e  a s  h a p p y  as a  la r k ,  a n d  th e  p e t  
a n d  p la y th in g  of a ll  o n  t h e  t r a in  H e r  l i t t l e  
re d  g o w n  f lu t te r e d  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  n a rro w  
a is le , l ik e  s m e b r ig h t  t ro p ic a l  b i rd  ; h e r  
g o ld e n  h e a d  p e e re d  in to  e v e ry  c ra c k  a n d  
c o rn e r ,  a n d  h e r  q u a in t  sp eech es  w e re  a  c o n ­
s t a n t  fu n d  of a m u se m e n t,  w h ile  h e r  b to w n  
ey e s  o p e n ’d  in  s u rp r is e  a t  a l l  th e  n ° w  th in g s  
Bhe w as  c o n s ta n t ly  BeeiDg a n d  h e a r in g , fo r 
ah e  w a s  a s  s im p le  a n d  ig n o ra n t ,  a s  w e ll as 
fr e s h  a n d  R w eet, aB a  p ra ir i e  flo w er t r a n s ­
p la n te d  fro m  W e s te rn  w ild s . T h e  g re a t  
c i t ie s  th e y  p a sse d  th ro u g h  w e re  a  p e rp s tu a l  
w o n d e r , a n d  Bhe w a s  n e v e r  w e a ry  o f g az in g  
o u t of th e  w in d o w ,}  u n t i l ,  j u s t  “as th e y  le f t  
C h ic ag o , a h e  iv y  sn o w -sto rm  s e t  in ,  s o th io k  
a n d  d e n se  as to  s h u t  o u t  a l l  th e  scene.

I s  w as  v e ry  s t ra n g e ,  w h ir l in g  a lo n g  
th ro u g h  th i s  w h ite  m is t ,  a n d  g ra d u a l ly  th e  
t r a in  m ov  d  s lo w er a n d  s lo w er , th e  en g in e  
seem in g  to  h a v e  to  w o rk  I ts  w a y  th ro u g h  
d e e p  d r i f t s ,  u n t i l  on  r is in g  one m o rn in g , th e  
p a ss e n g e rs  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  a t  r e s t ,  a n d  
w e re  in fo rm e d  th e y  h a d  com e to  a  s ta n d - s t i l l  
in  t h e  d e a d  o o u n try ,  a n d  c o u ld  go no  f u r th e r  
u n t i l  t h e  sn o w -p lo w s  w h ic h  h a d  b e  n  t e le ­
g ra p h e d  fo r , s h o u ld  com e to  d ig  th e m  o u t.

“ W e  s h o u ld  b e  in  N e w  Y o rk  to -n ’g h t , ” 
s a id  th e  c o n d u c to r ,  “ b u t  i t  lo o k s  v e ry  m n o h  
as th o u g h  w e  s h o u ld  s p e n d  o u r  C h r is tm a s  
o n  th e  r o a d .”

“ O h  ! o h  ! o h  1” cam e  a  c h o ru s  o f d is a p ­
p o in te d  voices.

“ T o -n ig h t is  C h r is tm a s  E v e , su re  e n o u g h !” 
Baid M r. G ru n d y ,  a  jo lly - fa ce d  o ld  b a o h e lo r, 
a n d  th e n  lo o k e d  d o w n  to  see  a  d is m a y e d  l i t ­
t l e  f i  ;e p e e r in g  u p  in to  h is . “ W e ll ,  N u g ­
g e t,  w h a t  is  i t  ?"

“ I s n ’t  t h a t  th o  n ig h t  S a n ta  C la u s  com es ?” 
“ I  b e liev e  i t  is  1 I t ’s  lu c k y  h e  d id n ’t  t r a v e l  

b y  th i s  t r a i n . ”
“ B u t  h e  w o n ’t  k n o w  w h e re  to  f in d  met" 

c r ie d  N u g g e t ,  in  a la rm  ; “ h e  w ill  n e v e r  
th in k  of lo o k in g  fo r  m e  in  a  B n o w -b sn k ”—  

“ S u re  e n o u g h  ; b u t  I  g u ess  A u n t  H a n n a h  
w ill  te l l  h im  y o u  a re  co m in g , a n d  h a v e  th e  
s to o k in g  f i l le d ,”

“ N o , s h e  w o n ’t ;  fo r  Bhe d o n ’t  k n o w  i t  
h e rs e lf  I  d o n ’t  b ’lie v e  s h e  k n o w s  th e r e ’s 
s u c h  a  l i t t l e  g a l a s  m e  in  th e  w o rld . P o p  
sa id  sh e  d id n ’t . ”

“ W e l l ,  t h a t 's  Btrange; b u t ,  n e v e r  m in d , 
N u g g e t  w ill  b e  aB m e rry  as Bhe c a n , e v e n  if 
w e  a re  sn o w -b o u n d . I ’m  g o in g  o u t  n o w , to  
e x p lo re , a n d  m a y  b e  I ’l l  see  a  s n o w -b ird , to  
s e n d  a  m essag e  to  S a n ta  C la u s  b y .”  A n d  
th e  c h e e ry  o ld  fe llo w  tr a m p e d  off, le a v in g  h is  
l i t t l e  f r ie n d  s o m e w h a t c o m fo rted ,

H e  oam e b a c k  a n  h o u r  l a te r ,  w ith  h is  a rm s  
fu l l  o f p in e , la u re l ,  a n d  h o lly ,  a n d  th e  lad ie s  
am u se d  th e m s e lv e s  in  d e c o ra t in g  th e  p a r lo r  
c a r s ,  h a n g in g  w re a th s  in  t h e  w in d o w s, a n d  
fe s to o n in g  g a r la n d s  a lo n g  th e  s id e s , u n t i l  i t  
w a s  t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  a  p e rfe c t  g re e n  b o w er, 

B u t  N u g g e t  w as  u n u s u a lly  q u ie t  a l l  d a y , 
a l th o u g h  sh e  h e lp e d  to  b u n c h  th e  “ g re e n s ,” 
a n d  w h e n  s h e  h a d  b id d e n  h e r  f r ie n d s  g o o d ­
n ig h t ,  a n d  w as  tu o k e d  a w a y  in  h e r  b e r th -  
so b b ed  h e rs e lf  to  s leep , o v e rco m e  w ith  d is , 
a p p o in tm e n t  a n d  h o m esick n ess .

“ S ee , is n ’t  t h a t  p a th e t ic  !'’ I ; w as  M rs . 
F a r n s w o r th  w ho  sp o k e , p o in t in g  to  a  l i t t l e  
re d  s to c k in g  p in n e d  to  th e  c u r ta in  of th e  
c h ild  B b e d , w h io h  sh e  h a d  h u n g  th e r e  in  th e  
f a in t  h o p e  t h a t  th e  sn o w -b ird s  m ig h t  t t l l S t .  
N tc h o la s  of h e r  w h e re a b o r ta

‘■Can t  w e  fill i t  w ith  s o m e th in g  ? ’ a s k e d  
M r. G r im ly .  “ 111 d ro p  a  b r ig h t  s ilv e r-d o l- 
le r  in  th e  to e .”  A n d  he  s u i te d  th e  a c t io n  to  
th e  w o rd .

“ T h e y  g a v e  m e  som e ro s y  a p p le s  a n d  s 
few  nuts o v e r a t  y o n d e r  fa ra i-h o a s e  to - d a y ,” 
B ild  F r e d  H o w ell, a n d  th e y  r a t t !e d  in a f te r  
t h e  s ilv e r .

T h e  c - n i i i c 'o r ,  w ho  w as  a  Y .n k e e ,  a n d  
h a n d y  w ith  th e  k n ife , c a rv e d  so m e  fu n n y  
l i t t l e  a n im a ls  o u t of w ood , an d  a y o u n g  la d y  
c o n tr ib u te d  a p re t ty  b luo h a ir-r if tb o  ), w h ile  
to  c ro w n  a l l ,  M ra  F a rn s w o r th  m ad o  h e r  
w a y  to  th e  b ag g ag e  c* r, a n d  m a n a g ed  to  
open  h".r t r u n k ,  a n d  b r in g  o u t  a  b e a u t ifu l  
w a x -d o ll t h » t  she w as c a r ry in g  to  h e r  ow n  
n iec?. ‘ I  c an  b u y  E fiis  a n o th e r ,  in  N e w  
Y o r k ,” sh e  said , and fa s te n e d  th e  d o ll to  th e  
to p  f f  th e  8'o  k ing ,

C h r is tm a s  d a w n e d  in  a  flood of s u n sh in e , 
a n d  th s  o c c u p a n ts  of th e  seco n d  s le e p e r  on 
th e  e a s tw a rd -b o u n d  t r a in  w e re  a w a k e n e d  a t  
a n  e a r ly  h o u r  by  g la d  s h o u ts  fro m  sec to ln  7, 
w h e re  N u g g e t  w as  s i t t in g  u p  in  h e r  b e d , in  
v e s t ig a t in g  th e  t re a s u re s  h id d e n in  h e r  S a n ta  
C la u s  s to c k in g , a n d  " M a r r y  C h r is tm a s  1” 
re s o u n d e d  fro m  b  h in d  th e  c u r ta in s  on  a ll  
s id es

“ He. cam e ; th  good  S a n ta  C .a u s  cam e, 
a f te r  a l l !’’ c r ie d  N u g g e t in  w ild e s t  g leo  ; 
“ a n d  I  om  s u re , th a  m o w  b ird s  s e n t  h im  
am !— g o o d  n e w s— th e  c o n d u c to r  to ld  th e m  
t h a t  th o  t r a c k  h a d  b een  c le i r e d  a n d  t h a t  
th e y  w o u ld  be c ff in  ta n  m in u te s .

So th is  ra i l r o a d  C r i s tm i s  w a s  n o t  so 
b a d , a f t e r  a l l ; fo r  th e  t r a v e le r s  g a th e re d  
to g e ih  -r in  th e  p in e  d e c k e d  p a r lo r  c a r , 
w h e re  m e r ry  g am es  a n d  s w e e t c a ro ls  m ad e  
th e  h o u rs  fly. N u g g e t  w as  ftha g a y e s t  of 
th e  g a y , th e  b lu e  sn o o d  b in d in g  h e r  s o f t  
y e llo w  h a i r ;  and, h u g g in g  h o r  f i r s t  re a l  
d o ll c lo se ly  in  h e r  a rm s , n e v e r  re a liz e d  t h a t  
sh e  w as a n  e ip re s s  p a c k a g e , unv il H o lly w e ll  
w as  re a c h e d  j a s t  a f t e r  d a rk .  M o re  Bad 
g o o d -b y es  b ad  th e n  to  be sa id , and s h e  w as  
t n e d  o v e r  to  th e  te n d e r  c a re  o f a n  e x p re ss  
m a n , w ith  a  oov r a d  w a g o n  a n d  p a ir  of 
pranc iiog  h o rses.

T h e  cozy  p a r lo r  b e h in d  M iss  H a n f o r d ’s 
s h o p  w a s  a  v is io n  o f c o m fo rt a n d  h o m e ly  
o h e e r  o n  t h a t  C h r is tm a s  n ig h t ,  w ith  th e  
c r im so n  c u r ta in s  d ra w n , a n d  a  g lo rio u s  fire  
c ra c k l in g  m e rr i ly  o n  th e  h e a r th .  Ab th e  
w e ll-w a n h ed  faces o f th e  fo u r  1 t t l e  B a t ta  
re f le c te d  a ll  t h s  b r ig h tn e s s  a s  th e y  g a th e r ­
e d  a ro u n d  th e  s m p le  C h r is tm a s  t r e e  tw in k ­
lin g  w i th  t in y  l iu h ts ,  a n d  m a d e  th e ir  
m o u th s  in to  ro u n d  0  s, w i th  d e l ig h t .  M isa  
H a n fo rd  b u s tk d  a b o u t 1 k e  n m o th e r ly  o ld  
h e n , p a ss in g  d o u g h n u ts ,  f illin g  m u g  a of 
B w e e t  c i d e r ,  an d is t r ib u t in g  t h e  l i t t l s  g if t s  
of w h ich  sh e  h a d  ro b b e d  th e  s to re ,  to  g la d ­
d en  ! h e  occasion .

H o w  th e  to n g u e s  r a n  ! H o w  T o m m y  
B a t t  b e a t  h is  b ig  d ru m , a n d  M »t to o te d  
h is  t in  t r u m p a t ! H o w  H e t ty  h id  b e h in d  
th e  s n 'a ,  to  re  *d h e r  n e w  fa iry  bo o k , a n d  
how  P i t s y  c a r rc s s e d  a  c o v e te d  d o ll,  w l h 
ro s y  ch ee k s , w ith  w ild  d e l i g h t ! w h ile  C h r i ­
s tm an  c h e e r  a n d  c h a r i ty  re ig n  d  o v e r  a ll.

“ I t  is  a  sh am e  !” ex c la im e d  M a t,  as  he  
s e ' d  w n  h is  m ug , d 'a iu e d  of th e  1 i s t  d ro p  ; 
“ E v e ry  one has a  p re s e n t ,  e x c e p t M iss H a n ­
fo rd  ; i t  i s n 't  f« ir  !”

“ I t  is  en o u g h  fo r  m e  to  see  y o u  so h a p p y  
a t  m y  l i t t l e  p a r t y , ” th e  h o s te s s  o p e n ed  h e r  
m o u th  to  s ay  , w h e n  sh e  w a s  in te r r u p te d  by  
a  t re m e n d o u s  k n  e k in g  a t  th e  f r o n t  d o o r 
a c d  h u r r ie d  off In  a  f lu r ry ,  to  o p en  i t .

T h e re  s to o d  a  v e ry  la rg e  m a n  a n d  a  v e ry  
sm a ll g  r l ,  lo o k in g  l ik e  th e  b ig  b e a r  a n d  th e  
l i t t l e  b e a r  o f th e  o ld  f a iry  a t. r y ,  w ra p p e d  
in  t h e i r  fu r  co a ts .

“ H e re , M iss  H a n fo rd , I ’v e  b r o u g h t  y o u  
a  jo l ly  C h ris tm a s-b o x  th is  t i n i 3, a n d  no  m is ­
t a k e , ”  sa id  th e  b ig  b e a r  ; “ e x p re ss  c h a rg es  
a ll  p a id .”

“ B less u s , a n d  sav e  u b  1” c r ie d  M iss  H a n ­
fo rd , fe e 'io g  fo r  h e r  speo  a o le s ; b u t  th e  m a n  
h a d  d is a p p e a re d  a n d  th e  l i t t l e  b o a r  w a s  
c lin g in g  to  h e r  s k i r t s  a n d  s ta m m e r in g  o u t,  
“ Y o u r  A u n t  H m n a h ,  I  k n o w , a n d  p lea se , 
I 'm  N u g g e t ,  f r  m  G o ld  O re  C am p . P o p  
sa y s ,  I ’m  to  liv e  w ith  y o n , a n d  go  to  s c h o o l; 
a n d  h e re  is  a  p ip e r  to  te l l  y o u  a ll  a b o u t  i t . ”

T h re e  m in u te s  la te r ,  M iss  H a n fo rd  w as  
re a d in g  a  l e t t e r  fro m  h e r  lo n g -lo s t b ro th e r  
C y .,  in  w h ich  h e  b e g g e d  h e r  to  c a re  fo r  h is  
m o th e r le s s  g ir l ,  c  y in g  a n d  la u g h in g  o y e r  
N  ig g e t,  w h ile  s h e  w a rm e d  th e  c h i ld ’s  h a n d s  
a t  th e  tire , a n d  fe e lin g  t h a t  sho  w aa  n o  lo n g ­
e r  a ll a lo n e  in  th a  w o rld .

“ N o w  I  k n o w  w h y  I  w a n te d  so to  m ak o  
a  C h r is  m as  t r e e ,”  s h e  th o u g h t ,  a s  th e  g ra c e ­
fu l  l i t t l e  fiflu re  d a n ce d  a ro u n d  th e  e v e r ­
g re e n , e x o la im in g  w ith  d e l ig h t ,  “ i t  is  e v e r  
so m u c h  p r e t t i e r  th a n  th e  t r e e s  in  H o d sk in  
can o n , a n d  m u s t  h a v e  g ro w n  in  H e a v e n , 
I  a m  s u r e ,” w h ile  th e  q u a r t e t t e  of B i t t s  
s a t  b y  in  s u rp r is e d  s ile n ce .

A n d  th e n  th e  q u a in t  l i t t l e  c h ild  d re w  
fro m  b e n e a th  h e r  s c a r lo t  g o w n  a n  o ld  b lu e  
w o o len  sook t h a t  w a s  fa s te n e d  a b o u t h e r  
waiBt. I t  w a s  filled  w ith  r ic h  g o ld  d u s t  
a n d  o re , a  g if -  f ro m  “ C y  H a n fo rd  to  h is  
d e a r  s is te r  H a n i u h ,”

So  M iss H a n fo rd  h a d  h e r  C h r i s t u m  p r e ­
s e n t  a f te r  a l l ,  a n d  s a id  i t  w o u ld  m o re  th a n  
m a k e  u p  fo r  a ll  sh e  h a d  lo s t by  th e  n ew  
s to re ,  w h ile  v is io n s  o f p la te -g la s s  w in d o w  in  
h e r  o w n  l i t t l e  sh o p , d a n c e d  th ro u g h  h e r  
h e a d .

I t  w as  a  p e r f e c t  e v en in g  to  a l l ,  e x c e p t 
T o m  T u c k e r ,  w h o  o o n s id e red  h is  n o ie  o u t 
o f jo in t ,  a n d  sa n g  in  v a in  fo r  h is  s u p p e r , 
u n t i l  H e t t i e  to o k  co m p ass io n  o n  h im  a n d  
g a v e  h im  h a lf  a  d o u g h n u t .

“ N u g g e t  s a id ,  sh e  w a s  “ so g la d  s h e  h a d  
com e in  t im e  fo r  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f C h r is tm a s ,  
a n d  th e  lo v e ly  t r e e , ”  a n d  w h e n  a t  m id n ig h t  
M ias H a n fo rd  b e n t  o v t r  th e  g o ld e n  h e a d , 
n e s t le d  in  th e  c e n t re  of h e r  b iy  fe a th e r  p i l ­
lo w , sh e  w as  s u re  n o  one  in  H o lly w e ll  h a d  
h a d  so  s w e e t a  C h r is tm a s -b o x  as h e r  p r e ­
c io u s  l i t t l e  N u g g e t  fro m  G o ld  O re  C am p .

T h e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f m ild  s te e l  b y  th e  
B essem e r p ro cess  h a s , i t  is  s a id ,  b een  so 
g r e a t ly  re d u c e d  in  c o s t in  E n g la n d  t h a t  Bteel 
sh ip s  of t h e  Bame c la ss  h a v e  com e to  be  o ffe r­
e d  a t  p re c ise ly  th e  sam e  p r ic e  a s  iro n . T h 'a  
p o s s ib il ity ,  itjis r e m a rk e d , a r ise s ] la rg e ly  fro m  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s te e l  s h ip  o f a  g iv e n  s t r e n g th  
c a n  b e  m a d e  o f m u c h  l ig h te r  w e ig h t  th a n  
o n e  of iro n .

T h e re  is  no  occasion  fo r  a  m a n  w ith  a  
co ld  in  h is  h e a d  to  b e  id le . H e ’s u p  to  h ia 
sneeze  in  bu s in ess .

The Victor’s Crown
S h o n ld  a d o rn  th e  b ro w  of th e  In v e n to r  of th e  
g r e a t  oorn  o u re , P u tn a m ’s P a in le s s  C o rn  E x ­
t r a c to r .  I t  w o rk s  q u ic k ly ,  n e v e r  m a k e s  a  
s o re  s p o t,  a n d  is  j u s t  th e  th in g  y o u  w a n t.  
S ee  t h a t  y o u  g e t  F n tn a m ’s P a in le s s  C o rn  E x ­
t r a c to r ,  th e  s u re ,  s a fe  a n d  p a in le ss  c u re  fo r  
oo rns .

Sharp.
D is h o n e s ty  o fte n  c h e a ts  its e lf . I t  is th e  

te n d e n c y  o t t r i c k e r y  to  s tu m b le  o v e r  i t s  ow n  
t t i c k ;  a n d  h u m b u g  n a tu ra l ly  fa lls  v io tim  to  
i ts  o w n  sh a llo w n ess- A b a  m a n , w h o  p r id e  > 
h im se lf  o n  b e in g  “ s m a r t , ”  w as  w a lk in g  in  
t h e  s u b u rb s  of B o sto n  a  » h o r t  tima ago , l e 
ch a n c e d  to 1; ok th ro u g h  th e  c ra c k s  in  th e  
woodtn s id e w a lk , a n d  saw  th e  g le am  of a  
silver coin Seeing another man app'O.ch 
ing he got d o w n  cn bis knees uni began to  
petr anxiously through tho crack The 
ttraugcr came up, and seeing tha man in a 
humble, though not d e v o u t,  posture, natur­
ally asked “  w h a t  was up,” in a ling w h a t  
R as  do w n .

“  Why, you see I wus valk:ng along 
hero, and I happened to tak*1 out a handful 
of loose cbang-, and & silver half-do’.latr slip­
ped through my fingers, and rolled down 
through this crack.”

“  I  see. W h y  d o n ’t  y o u  g e t  i t  ou t.?”
“  H a v e n ’t  a n y th in g  t i p - )  u p  th e  b o a rd s  

w ith ,  a n d  I  c a n ’t  re a c h  i t  w ith  m y cane , 
T o ll y o u  w h a t  I ’ll do . I f  y o u ’ll  go  < ow n to  
t h a t  h o u se  o v e r th e r e  a n d  b o rro  v a n  a x a , o r 
a  h a m m e r , o r  son . th in g ,  I  II s i t  h e re  a n d  
w a tc h  th e  p lace , a n d  go  s h a re s  w h e n  w e g a t  
t h e  h a lf -d o l la r ."

“  All right !" A n d  ths second man went 
for the implement, while the “  smart” mau 
sat on the sidewalk, and smiled to himse f.

T h e  s t r a n g e r  soon  caoae b s c k  w i th  a n  a x e , 
a n d  i n i ’e r  th e  d ire c tio n s  o f th e  “ s m a r t” 
m a n , w ho  aecm ad  w illio g  to  l e t  t h e  o th e r  do  
a ll  th e  w o rk , th e  b o a rd s  w e re  i.akeu  u p . 
T h e  m a n  w ith  th e  a x e  w ip e d  th e  p e r s p i r a ­
tio n  f r c m  h is  b ro w , a n d  re a c h in g  d o w n  
th ro u g h  th e  o p e n in g  saiz  -d t h e  m o u ey  a n d  
b ro u g h t  u p , n o t  a  h a lf -d o l la r ,  b u t  a  dollar, 
w h ic h  h a  co o lly  p u t  in  h is  p o c k e t ,  s a y l. g  : 

“  Y o u  s a id  a  half d o lla r ,  I  b e liev e . T h is  
o a n ’t  be  y o u rs  th e n ,  oan  i t  ?”

W i th  p e r fe c t  n o n c h a lan c e  h e  n a ile d  th e  
b o a rd s  b a c k  a g a ;n  in to  p la c e , w h ile  th e  
“  s m a r t” m a n  p e n s iv e ly  s a u n  ;e re d  d o w n  th e  
s t r e e t ,  m u s te r in g  to  h im  a I f :

“  W h a t  a  fool I  w as  to  g u e ss  a t  th e  d e n o ­
m in a t io n .’

Tha Boot and 8hoe Trade of Montreal.
D u rin g  th e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  th e  le a th e r  

b u s in e ss  h a s  been  d e v e lo p in g  a s  one  of o u r 
g r e a t  n a t io n a l  In d u B tries  ; a n d  i t  is  p ro b a b le  
t h a t  in  a  few  m o re  y e a rs  C a n a d a  w ill h a v e  
a c q u ire d  no  m e a n  r e p u ta t io n  a b ro a d  aa a  
m a n u fa c  u r e r o f  le a th e r ,  a n d  le a th e r  goods. 
T h e s e  in d u s tr ie s  h a v e  d e v e lo p ed  g r e a t ly  in  
th e  p ro v in c e  of Q u eb eo , o w in g  p a r t ly  to  th e  
c h ea p n e ss  of la b o r  a n d  i ts  fa c il i t ie s  fo r  t a n ­
n in g  th e  ra w  le a th e r .  O u t of 60  ta n n e r ie s  
fo r  ta n n in g  aole le a th o r ,  a b o u t tw o  th ir d s  
a re  in  t h e  p ro v in c e  of Q ie b e c  M o n tre a l  
a lo n e  h a s  2 .) ta n n e r ie s ,  a n d  o u t c f $10  000,000 
w o r th  of le a th e r  m a d e  a n n u a l ly  In  C a n a d a , 
M o n tre a l  d e a le rs  a n d  m a n u fa c tu re rs  ta k e  o v e r 
$5 ,000 ,000 . T h e re  a re  som e 35 b o o t a n d  Bhoe 
fa c to r ie s  in  t h e  c i ty ,  a  le a th e r -b o a rd  w o rk s , 
five fao t.o ries  fo r  m a k in g  t r u n k s ,  v a lises , 
s a tc h e ls ,  e tc . ,  a n d  th o  to ta l  h a n d s  e m p lo y ­
ed  o v e r  5 .000 , b e s id e s  th o s e  to  w h o m  w o rk  
is  g iv e n  o u t  to  do  a t  t h e i r  h o m es  T h ese  
b o o t a n d  shoe  e - ta b lis h m o n ts  p ro d u c e  15,- 
000 p a ir s  e v e ry  d a y  o r $5 ,500  000 w o rth  a 
y e a r  ; a b o u t s ix  p e r  o en t. o f w h ich  a ra  n o w  
s e n t  to  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s .

A  c o r re s p o n d e n t  of th is  p a p e r ,  n o tin g  
t k e °3  fa c ls ,  a n d  aoixious to  s 'e  h o w  b o o ts  
a n d  ahoea w e re  tu r n e d  o u t  in  th i s  w h o lesa le  
fa sh io n , v is i te d  one of th e  la rg e  fa c to r ie s  of 
t h e  c l y . T n e  c s ta M is h m e n t in  q u e s tio n — 
lo n g  k n o w n  to  th o  t r a d e  o f C an a d a  as J .  & T. 
B e l l— h a p p e n e d  to  be th e  o ld e s t In  C a n ad a . 
To g iv e  a n  Id ea  o f th e  v i t a l i t y  of som e of 
th e se  M o n tre a l  firm s, I t  m a y  b e  m e n tio n ­
e d  t h a t  th i s  firm  haa b e en  in  c o n tin u o u s  e x ­
is te n c e  s in ce  1824, I t  w as  fo u n d e d  b y  th e  
l a te  A le x a n d e r  B ell, w h o se  b r o th e r  J o s h u a  
h a d  s ta r t e d  in  th e  b o o t a n d  Bhoe lin e  in  
1819. J o s h u a  a n d  T h o m a s , sons of A lex . B ell, 
c o n tin u e d  iu  th e  steps of th e i r  f a th e r ,  eaoh  
on  his o w n  a c c o u n t. I t  is  n o t  o f te n  t h a t  
b ro th e r s ,  h a v ir ig  e m b a rk e d  on  th e i r  ow n  ae  
c o u n t,  jo in  hands in  business a g a in ,  b u t  
th e s e  tw o  s e p a ra te  firmB w e re  a m a lg a m a te d  in  
1845, a n d  th e  re s u l t  is , th e  firm  o f J .  i  I '. B ell 
s ta n d s  to  th i s  d a y  a s  one  o f th e  le a d in g  b o o t 
a n d  Bhoe e a tab lia  rn en ta  in  C a n a d a  en g ag ed  
o n  th e  fin e r o :ass of go o d s. T h e  fa c to ry  and 
w a re ro o m s  c o m p rise  se v en  f la ts , th e  e s ta b ­
l is h m e n t tu rn in g  o u t  s e v e ra l  th o u s a n d  p a irs  
p e r  w eek . A  fine o o rllsa  e n g in e  occu p ies  
th e  b a se m e n t, a n d  th e  f ir s t  floor is  ta k e n  u p  
w ith  m a c h in e s  fo r  c u t t in g  a n d  s h ap in g  th e  
Boles of b o o ta . A  c o m p le te  so le  is  o u t o u t 
a t  e ach  s t ro k e  of th e  m a c h in e , a n d  a n o th e r  
m a c h in e  p re s se s  th e  so le  in to  th e  s h ap e  of 
th e  fo o t. T h e r 8 a ra  o th e r  m a c h in e s  fo r 
s p l i t t in g  th e s o le a n d  f o r m a k i n g i t  of u n ifo rm  
th ic k n e s s  ; a n d  a g a in  a n o th e r  m ac h in e  c u ts  
a  g ro o v e  in  t h e  a 'g e  of t h e  so le  so t h a t  th e  
aew in g  c an  a f te rw a rd s  be  done. O n  a n o th e r  
f l i t  th e  u p p e rs  a re  c u t  a n d  p a sse d  in  to  a n ­
o th e r  d e p a r tm e n t  to  be sew n  to g e th e r .  T h e  
sew in g  is  d o n e  by  m  v ih in e ry , of co u rse , a n d  
th i s  firm  w e re  tn e  f ir s t  to  in tro d u c e  shoe  
m a c h in e ry  of a n y  k in d  in to  C a n a d a , h a v in g  
as  e a r ly  as  1845 Im p o r te d  a  S in g e r  m ach in e  
fro m  N e w  Y o rk  to  sew  u p p e rs  v .ith . F ro m  
th is  t im e  dateB th e  a d o p tio n  of m a c h in e ry  
in  th e  b o o t a n d  shoo  t r a d e  of C an a d a . D :n -  
n is  B a r ro n , a  m  n  w h o  h a s  b e en  in  th e  e m ­
p lo y  of the firm  fo r  43  y e a ra , m e n tio n e d  the 
in tr o d u c t io n  o f th e  m a c h in e  a s  a g r e a t  c u r ­
io s ity  in  th e  s h o p , a d d in g  t h a t  th e  c irc u m ­
s ta n c e  w as e m p h a s iz e d  in  h ia  m e m o ry  b y  r e ­
c e iv in g  in  t h e  Bame case  a  B ib le  aa a  p re s e n t  
fro m  M r. B ell. J u d g in g  fro m  th is  in c id e n t, 
a n d  th e  fa c t  t h a t  m a n y  of th e  o th e r  e m p lo y ­
ees h a v e  b e en  w i th  t h e  firm  fo r  p e rio d s  of 
20  a n d  25 y e a ra — s e v e ra l g ir l s  h a v in g  com e 
aa c h i ld re n  a n d  le f t  o n ly  o n  th e  occasio n  of 
t h e i r  m a r r ia g e —th e r e  m u e t h a v e  b een  a 

r e a t  d e a l  of goo d  w ill  e x is t in g  b e tw e e n  th e  
rm  a n d  itB em p lo y ees . S p e a k in g  of m a c h in ­

e ry ,  t h e  o h an g e  t h a t  h a s  ta k e n  p lace  in  th ia  
r e s p e c t  in  th e  b o o t a n d  shoe  t r a d e  Ib w o n d e r ­
fu l. A lm o s t e v e ry  th in g  t h a t  w as  d one  b y  h a n d  
th i r ty ,y e a r a  ago  is  n o w  p e rfo rm e d  b y  m a ­
c h in e s , e x c e p t t h e  la s t in g  p ro ceas , am ) ev en  
th i s  ia n o w  la rg e ly  d o n e  b y  m a c h in e ry  on 
som e o f th e  lo w e r g ra d e s  of b o o ts  in  th e  
S ,atas. A lth o u g h  t h i r t y  y e a r s  c o m p re h e n d s  
th e  e ra  of m a c h in e ry  in  th is  lin e  th e  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  Im p ro v em en ts  h a v e  b een  e ffec ted  
w ith in  th e  l a s t  f if te e n  y e a rs- M a k in g  th e  
b u t to n  h o le s  fo r  b u t to n  b o o ts , fo r  in s ta n o e , 
w as  d o n e  b y  h a n d  t i l l  w i th in  a  few  y e a rs  
ago . T h is  onoe te d io u s  p ro cess  is  now  
d o n e  on  a  p e c u l ia r  m a o h in e , w h ich  w ill b u t-  
to n -h o le  60 p a irs  of b o o ts , o r  a  to ta l  of 1200 
b u t to n  h o le s  a  d a y . A n o th e r  co m ­
p a ra t iv e ly  n e w  m a c h in e  w ill s t i tc h  a n d  
t r i m  th e  e d g es  of u p p e rs  a t  one  o p e ra tio n , 
a n d  d o e s  i t s  w o rk  in  th e  m o s t e x a c t  m a n ­
n e r .  S t i l l  a n o th e r  m ao h in e  d o es  t h e  “  s k iv ­
in g ” o r  b e v e lin g  of th e  ed g e  of a n  u p p e r ,  a n d  
h e re  a g a in  t h e  m a c h in e  w o rk  ia a n  im prove*  
m e n t  on  th e  h a n d  p ro ce ss , b e in g  d o n e  q u ic k ­
ly  a n d  e v e n ly , w h e re a s  b y  h a n d  i t  r e q u ire d  
a  c e r ta in  “  k n a c k ” w h ic h  m a n y  o th e rw is e  
e x c e lle n t w o rk m e n  o o u ld  n o t  a t t a in .  T h e re  
b  o n e  o n r io o s  m a c h in e  w h io h  tu r n s  a n  edge

e f l e a th e r  in  u p o n  i ts e lf ,  a n d  w i th  t h e  h e lp  
of c e m e n t,  w ill  m a k e  a  s o r t  o f h e m  c o m p le te  
in  one  o p e ra tio n . A n o th e r  t r i u m p h  of s k il l  
In  th i s  c la ss  of w o rk  is th e  m a c h in e  w h ic h  w ill 
eew  in  t h e  solo of a  b o o t in  le ss  th a n  h a lf  
a  m in u te ,  a n d  o th e rs  a re  th e  h e e l t r im m e r s ,  
s c o u re rs  a n d  b u rn is h e rs .  T h a  la s t  n a m e d  
m a c h in e  c o n s is ts  o f a  s te e l b u rn is h e r  h e a te d  
fro m  w i th in  by  a  j e t  o f g a s , n n d  m o v in g  
ro u n d  tb a  h ee l, p re s s in g  h a r d  to  t h e  h e e l as  
i t  m oves b io k  a n d  fo r th  a n d  g iv in g  a p e r fe c t  
poIts,h to  i t  as i t  t r a v e ls  b y  a n  a u t  imaii* 
m o tio n  o v e r  e v e ry  p a r t  of th a  heel. O i.e 
of th e a a  se ts  o f b u rn is h e rs  w ill  d o  7 caaea, ; r  
420 p a ir s  of b o o ts  a  d a y . T h e re  a re  a lso  
buffiog-niachinaB  w h io h  b y  m e an s  of s a n d ­
p a p e re d  c y lin d e rs  im p a r t  a  f in ish e d  and v e l­
v e ty  fee l a n d  a p p e a ra c c a  to  th e  so les of th e  
boots; and many o.hor c o n tr iv a n c e s  w h ic h  
a re  a n  fm p ro v em fln t on  m a n u a l lab t  in  
p o in t  of speed a n d  p- r fe c tio n  of w o rk , oom 
p r is in g  in  all som e 30  o r  40  d if f e r e n t k in d s  
of machinal-'. O n being a s k e d  as to  th a  
eff. c ts  of th e  sm a ll pox e p id e m io  on th e  
b u  in e ss , M essrs  J  T  H a g ar and .John  
S te p h e n s ,  th e  m a n a g in g  p a r tn e r s  o f th #  
firm , s a id  t h a t  a s  f t r  ae t h e i r  o w n tradw  vub 
co n ce rn e d  th e y  h a d  h a d  a  v e ry  s a t i s fa c to ry  
seaso n ; a n d  n o w  h a d  sam p les  p re p a re d  fo r  
th e i r  t r a v e le r s  to  s t a r t  o u t  fo r  th e  com b g 
sea so n , w ith  e v e ry  p ro s p e c t o f a  good  t r a d e .  
T h e y  h a d  a  w id e r  ra n g e  of g o o d s  th a n  b e ­
fo re , h a v in g  g one  in to  m e n ’s a s  w a ll as  
la d ie s , b o o ts  a n d  sh o es , w h ic h  h a d  bee.i th e i r  
so le  s p e c ia l ty  fo r  son) sea s  n s  p a s t .  W h ile  
th e y  w o rk e d  o n ly  on  th e  h o t te r  c la ss  of 
g oods a n d  e m p lo y e ' th e re fo re  th e  b e t te r  
claas of w o rk m e n , th e y  h a d  ta k e n  e x t r a  p r e ­
c a u t io n s  a g a in s t  sm a ll p o x , e v en  th o u g h  i t  
w aa th a  o p in io n  of so m e  m e d ic a l m en  t h a t  
co n ta g io n  oould  n o t  be  c i r r i e d  in  b o o t8 a n d  
shoes  o w in g  to  th e  d is in fe c t in g  n a tu r e  of 
th e  c h e m ica ls  u s e d  in  p re p a r in g  th e  le a th e r .  
T h e y  h a d  w i th d r  iw n  a l l  w o rk  su ch  a s  b in d ­
in g , e tc . . fo rm e r ly  d o n e  by w o rk  p eo p le  o u t ­
s id e , a n d  h a d  e v e r y th in g  d o n e  on  th e i r  ow n  
p re m ise s , a n d  th e y  h a d  n o t  o n ly  h a d  a l l  
th e i r  em p lo y ees  v a cc in  t e d ,  b u t  h a d  cau se d  
a n  inap- c tio n  of th e i r  p  em iees  to  ba m ad e  
by  a n  In d e p e n d e n t phvB lc ian , a n d  h a v e  h a d  
s u b s e q u e n t w e ek ly  v is i ts  to  th e  fa c to ry  
m a d e  by  a  d o c to r  w h o  saes  t h a t  n o n e  of th e  
em p lo y e es  o r  th e i r  fam '.lies  a re  Buffering 
fro m  th e  d isea se . 11- n  e  v. i t h  a ll th e se  p r e ­
c a u t io n s , o t w h ic h  th e i r  c u s to m e rs  h i v e  b een  
a w a re , th e y  h a v e  n o t  su ffe re d  in  b u s in ess . 
H a p p ily ,  a lso  th e  d isea se  h a s  o f l a te  g r e a t ­
ly  a b a te d ,  a n d  th is ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p r e ­
c a u t io n s  ta k e n  b y  M  m tr e a l  m e rc h a n ts  
g e n e ra l ly ,  w ill r e s to re  g e n e ra l  co n fid en ce  iu  
t r a d e .  Y o u r  c o r re s p o n d e n t w as  p le a se d  to  
le a rn  t h a t  i t  is  t h e  in d e n tio n  o f tw o  c r  th r e e  
o f th e  p r in c ip a l  b o o t a n d  sh o e  m a n u fa c ­
tu r e r s  h e re  to  san d  sam p le s  of th e i r  p ro d u c ts  
to  t h e  C o lo n ia l a n d  I n d ia n  E x h ib i t io n  to  
b e  h e ld  in  L o n d o n  n e x t  y e a r .  T h e y  w ill 
c e r ta in ly  do  C a n a d a  c re d it .

A W onderful Ship.
I n  th o  ra c e  b e tw e e n  u n c h e c k e d  im a g in a ­

tio n  a n d  sic  n tif ic  a c h ie v e m e n t th o  fo rm er 
Bi ld o m w iu s  b y  m u c h  m o re  t h i u  a  no  a. 
T h e  s u b m a r in e  b o a t of J u le s  V e rg n e ’s s to ry ,  
d i r e c t  d  b y  th e  m y s te r io u s  C ip ta in  N e m o , 
s in k in g  % s h ip  a n d  s a il in g  b a c k w a rd s  a  d 
fo rw a rd s  th ro u g h  h e r  r ig g in g  “ lik e  a  n e ed le  
th r o u g h  a  p iece  of s  i l-o lo th , ’ h a s  n o t  c e a s ­
ed  to  lm p rea s  o u r  im a g in a tio n , a n d  y e t  h e re  
ia M r. N o rd e n fe ld t ,  w ith  t h i r t y  n in e  officers 
re p re s e n t in g  e v e ry  E a ro p o o n  P o w e r , a n x ­
io u s ly  w a tc h in g  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  of a  vessel 
in  w h ich  h e  fa ir ly  p u ts  th e  n o v e l is t ’s im a ­
g in a t io n  to  sli .ine . F ro m  th e  a c c o u n ts  w h ic h  
a re  p u b lis h e d  i t  seem s t h a t  e v e ry  o b je c tio n  
h a s  been  m e t a n d  o v erco m e w ith  w o n d e rfu l 
in g e n u i ty : if th e  en g in e s  w h ic h  a re  s io k in g  
th e  b o a t b re a k  d o w n , s h e  r e tu r n s  a t  once to  
th e  s u rfa c e  ; ahe  c a n n o t s in k  to o  f a r ,  fo r  a n  
a u to m a tic  a r ra n g e m e n t  lo ses t h e  th r o t t le -  
v a lv e  a t  a n y  g iv e n  d e p th  ; sh e  h a s  b een  
d r iv e n  s ix te e n  m ilea  a t  th r e e  k n o ts  a n  h o u r  
w i th o u t  re tu rn in g  to  th e  su rfao e , a n d  sh e  
c an  r u n  150 m ile s  w ith o u t  recoal'D g . M o st 
im p o r ta n t  of a l l ,  a  p e n d u lu m , w o rk in g  of 
co u rse  a u to m a tic a l ly ,  k e ep a  tw o  bow  ru d -  
d e rs  in  s u c h  re s p e c tiv e  p o s itio n s  th a n  a n  
“  e v « n  k e e l” is  a b so lu te ly  a ss u re d . T h is  
la s t  is  th e  m a in  p o in t .  W h a t  e v e ry  one 
w h o  Bteps in s id e  w ill  aBk is , W ill s h e  tu r n  
o v e r?  E v e n  th e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  m o ra l a n d  
p h y s ic a l  in flu en ce  of su ch  a  b o a t in  m o d e rn  
w a rf  i r e  w ill h a r d l /  re c e iv e  d u e  a t t a u t io n  
u n t i l th i s e le m e n ta r y  m a t te r  is  s s t t l e d .  O th e r  
d o u b ts  as  to  h e r  c o n d u c t ,  fo r  in s ta n c e  in  a 
m a e ls  ro m  o r if  h u s t l t d  b y  a  w h a le ,  a re  of 
o n  im p o r ta n c e  c o m p a re d  to  th e  p o s s ib il i ty  of 
s ta n d in g  on  o n e ’s h e a d  in  th e  s to k e -h o le  in  
te n  fa th o m s  of w a te r .

Longfellows Birthday Book
is  a  b e a u t i f u l  p r e s e n t  to  g iv e  a n y  la d y . 
B u t  th e r e  i« a  l i t t l e  bo o k  p u b lis h e d  in  p a m ­
p h le t  fo rm , w ith  no  p r e te r s io n s  to  l i te r a r y  
m e r i t ,  t h a t  w o u ld  be  a s  a p p ro p r ia te ,  a n d  
m ig h t  be  t h e  m e a n s  of s iv in g  a  life . I t  is 
c a l le d  D r  R  V . P ie rc e ’s t r e a t u e  on  d is e a s ­
es of w o m e n , fo r  w bo«e p e c u l ia r  t ro u b le s  
t h e  “  F a v o r i t e  P r e s c r ip t io n ” ia e sp e c ia lly  
d e s ig n e d . I t  i i  p ro fu i-e ly  i l lu s t r a te d  w i th  
w o o d  c u ts  a n d  c o lo re d  p la te s ,  a n d  w ill  be  
s e n t  to  a n y  a d d  re si fo r  te n  c e n ts  in  s ta m p s , 
b y  tb e  W o r ld 's  D is p e n s a ry  M ed ic a l A s ­
so c ia tio n , B u ffa lo , N . Y .

N e v e r  s to p  a t  t h e  c h u rc h  d o o r to  aBk 
a b o u t  t h e  m u s ic . I n  c h o ir  w ith in .

I f  y o u  a re  b ilio u s , t a k ?  D r .  P ie rc e ’s 
“  P le a s a n t  P u r g a t iv e  P e l le t s ,” th e  o r ig in a l 
“ L i t t l e  L  v e r  P i l l s .” O f a ll  d ru g g is ts .

P a ra d o x ic a l— A  m a n  g e n e ra l ly  re fu te s  to  
v o te  t h e  a t r a ig h t  t i c k e t  w h e n  h e  w a n ta  to  
a v o id  a  c ro o k e d  one.

An Inventor’s Advice.
G e o rg e  S evenaon  w h e n  adv iB ing  y o u n g  

m e n  h o w  to  g e t  on  w o u ld  fin ish  b y  .s a y in g , 
“  D o a s  I  h a v e  d o n e — p e rs e v e re .” F o r  
f if te e n  y e a r s  h e  p lo d d -.d  a n d  w o rk e d  b e fo re  
g iv in g  th e  f in ish in g  to u c h e s  to  h is  lo co m o ­
t iv e .  I n  a s  m a n y  d a y s  th o s e  p e rs e v e r in g  in  
th e  u se  of D r. P ie rc e ’s “  G o ld e n  M e d ica l 
D is c o v e ry ,”  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  g r e a t  re lie f  
a n d  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  o n  tb e  h ig h  ro a d  to  
h e a l th .  L iv e r  c o m p la in ts ,  im p u re  b lo o d , 
c h ro n ic  lu n g  d isea se s  a n d  m a n y  o th e rs  y ie ld  
to  I ts  h e a l in g  in flu en ces  n e v e r  to  r e tu r n .  
A ll  d ru g g i- ts .

R u t la n d  p a p e r s  t e l l  th e  s to ry  of a  fa rm e r  
in  t h a t  n e ig h b o re o o d , a  w id o w e r a n d  w e ll to  
d o , w h o  n o t  lo n g  ago  w ro te  to  a  w o m a n  
n e a r  b y  w h o m  h e  h a d  n e v e r  sae n , d e s c r ib ­
in g  h is  c irc u m s ta n c e s . H e  to ld  h e r  t h a t  if 
h e  d id  n o t  h e a r  fro m  h e r  to  th e  c o n tr a ry  
w i th in  tw o  w e ek s  h e  w o u ld  c a ll w i th  a  m in ­
is te r  a n d  m a r ry  h e r .  N o  l e t t e r  c am e, a n d  
h e  c a r r ie d  o u t  h is  t h r e a t  a t  th e  a p p o in te d  
tim e .

“  P le n ty  of ro o m  a t  th e  t o p ,” r e m a rk e d  a  
d e a l e r  a s  h e  o p e n e d  a n  a p p le  b a r r e l  a n d  
fo u n d  i t  o n ly  h a lf  fu ll.


