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THE N E W  MINISTER OF JUSTICE

T h e  O ttaw a Cabinet has recent­
ly been reconstructed. T h e  ch a n g ­
es made in the distribution o f  port­
folios are unimportant except in one 
particular. W e  refer to the select­
ion o f  Mr. Thom pson as Minister 
of Justice. T h is  gentleman had 
been, up to the time of  his new 
appointment, a N o v a  Scotian judge. 
In other words he has stepped down 
lrom the bench into the arena of 
politics.

T h e re  are few who give attention 
to Canadian political literature but 
remember tlie lashing bestowed by 
the Toronto M ail and other Conser­
vative organs on the L iberal  party 
when Hon. Oliver M owat took a 
similar step. T hen  w e were told in 
language at once scornful and scath­
ing that public intelligence was in­
sulted, justice was degraded, and 
an irrepaiable injury w as inflicted 
on the p u n ty  and integrity o f  the 
bench. B u t  now we hear not a 
murmur o f  opposition to John M a c ­
donald’s perlect imitation of the 
tactics of his foes. It would seem 
as if it w as altogether a question of 
w hose ox is gored. Mr. M o w at’s 
re-entry into public Hie w as bad, 
thoroughly bad, Mr. T hom p son ’s is 
good, thoroughly good. L ittle  won­
der is there that consistency is held 
to be a jewel.

It is hardly necessary to say that, 
where faction reigns supreme, c o n ­
sistency cannot enter. T h e  argu­
ments ot partizanship are entirely 
dependent on the attitude o f the ri­
val parties. T h e  merits of a ques­
tion, its bearing on the public weal, 
go tor nothing. T h e  one point is 
to gain and keep office with all its 
emoluments, and to crush in the 
dust all who withstand its success. 
T h e  consequences oi this line of 
procedure are sometimes very em- 
barrascing. T l ie  desire to smite is 
not unfrequently rendered im pos:- 
ible to be gratified by a memory I 
inconveniently tenacious o f  words 
uttered in times gone Dy. Y e t  the j 
genuine party  organ is nothing if j 
not piotean. T h e  exigencies o f  
faction require it to be ready and I 
able to make the swiftest and sharp­
est oi turns. It must be prepar­
ed to declare right to-day w hat ye s­
terday it pronounced wrong. T h e  
sins o f  its own party must be ig­
nored, denied, or at most viewed 
through the large end of the tele­
scope. F o r  who knows not that a 
very slight violation oi these rules 
might deflect the stream o f 'g o v e r n ­
ment patronage?

F or  ourselves, we hold that Mr. 
T h o m p so n ’s renunciation of  the er­
mine for tbe scarcely clean habili­
ments of public office to be a grave 
and threatening mistake. B y  no 
possible ingenuity, or love of party, 
can we view  Mr. M o w a t ’s action in 
any other light. It is patent to u-s 
that the Canadian Judiciary already 
stands in imminent peril. T h e  two 
cases just referred to, joined to the 
last appointment made by tc-e G o v ­
ernment, are more than sufficient to 
justify our alarm. A nd this alarm 
becomes ali the greater from the 
consideration that to the mad rage 
and violence o f  laction nothing is of 
so little moment as the great b u l­
w arks o f  public morality.

charges as are contained in his let­
ter, the very least that he ought to 
have done was to obtain incontro­
vertible evidence o f  their truth. 
T h is  was an easy matter. T h e  
school registers are the property of 
the Board, the}' are a lw ays access­
ible to the public, and any one who 
had taken the trouble to consult 
those registers would not have 
penned such a communication,much 
less have sent it forth to the world. 
T h e  writer’s intentions m ay have 
been good, but assuredly in this 
case his zeal outran his discretion. 
In a matter whose treatment de­
manded the utmost - care and c ir­
cumspection, he has allowed him- 
selt to be led greatly astray. W e  
can only hope that the publicity 
which will be given to the answer, 
will in some degree prove an anti­
dote to the harm which m ay have 
been done b y  the letter.

VACCINATION.

Sm allpox continues to rage in 
Montreal with unbated violence. 
T h e  death rate is increasing rather 
than diminishing. Y e t  vaccination 
has for some time been compulsory, 
and those who profess to have  no 
faith in this treatment as a prophy- 
lactric jubilantly proclaim the vin­
dication of their contention. T h is  
is, of course, absurd. T h e  great 
remedy of Jenner was adopted 
only alter the filthy disease had se­
cured a giant hold on the ill-fated 
c i ty ’s population. N o  one ever 
claimed that vaccine is powerful for 
the expulsion ot the contagion, but 
only for its prevention. Could 
everybody in M ontieal be vaccinat­
ed in a moment, there would still be 
many cases o f  smallpox.

in the lace of such well-authenti­
cated data, it seems almost inrcedi- j 
ble that there should be men whose 
pretensions to knowledge are not 
baseless who hold the great E n g ­
lishman’s discovery to be a curse 
much less a blessing. Such is the 
fact, however. In Montreal, the 
opponents of vaccination have an 
organ, called the Anti- Vaccinator,and 
its editor is a doctor of medicine. 
I f  such a publication could give rise 
to other feelings than sorrow and 
indignation, it certainly would be 
mirth at the wonderful deductions 
which may be made from statistics. 
Our readers will better understand 
us when we tell them that Anti-Vac- 
nator proves that death fiom small­
pox is in direct proportion to the 
spread ot the custom of vaccination.
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In the York Herald ot last week 
appeared a letter on our H igh 
School, signed, “ An Interested V i l l ­
ager.” T h e  writer begins by  stat­
ing that he has obtained facts which 
he thinks would not be out o f  place 
to mention. W e  intend to offer no 
criticism of  those so called facts, 
because the report o f  the Head 
Master (which m ay be read in our 
reprint o f  the minutes o f  the last 
meeting o f the Board of Trustees) 
ir a full and satisfactory answer. 
W e  are not even disposed to find 
fault with our contemporary for pub­
lishing this letter, because the edit­
or o f  a paper is, as a rule, forced to 
believe in the good faith of a cor­
respondent^ up less he is in possess­
ion o f  fair 'a n d  sufficient reasons 
for believing the contrary.

W e  cannot, however, take a leni­
ent view  of  “ An Interested V illager.” 
W e  do not dispute his right to make 
use o f  the press as a vehicle for con ­
veying his grievance to the public. 
But, before making such grave

A  H A R D  A G E .

T h is  is em phatically  the iron age. 
All our activity, mental and ph ysi­
cal, bears the impress of the hard 
and harsh metal which is at once 
the substance and emblem of  tlie 
progress made in the nineteenth 
century. And as we grow strong in 
the material, in the spiritual we  ̂
grow weak. Sentiment is only a 
luxury, patriotism is only sentiment, 
easily and often wisely dispensed 
with. T h e  victorious man is he 
who conquers (which properly 
means, acquires) wealth. T h e  great 
thinker is he who succeeds, or pro­
fesses to succeed, in eliminating the 
very suspicion of what is not patent 
to the senses. T o  make a road sol­
id, smooth, strong and swift, to for­
tune, such is the ambition of the 
day.

So long as this is the fashionable 
goal, it is uselsss to inquire concern, 
ing the satisfaction ot those who 
reach it. Experience may teach, 
but it seldom exercises much effect 
on folly become epidemic. A  
prevailing m a dn ess 'resem b les  a 
lever which must be allowed to 
take its course. E ven if it could be 
forcibly arrested, it would be with 
great danger to the afflicted. So 
the mad race must continue. W h a t  
is to be done, then, by those who do 
not, and cannot believe, that iron is 
the ‘ open se s am e ’ to genuine hap­
piness. W e  know not, unless it be 
to sit still and watch the whirring 
crowds. F o r  this, aud oniy this, 
Carlyle  held Emerson to be the one 
wise American.
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Pfor wording people, send 10 cents I 

postage, and we will mail you free 
a royal, valuable* sample box of 
goods that will put vou in the 

way of making more money in a few days than 
you ever thought possible at any business. Cap­
ital not required. You can Jive at home and 
work in spare time only, or all the time. All of 
both sexes, of all ages, grandly successful. 50 
cents to tffj easily earned every evening. That 
all who want work may test the business, we 
make thisunmic-lleled offer: To ail who are j 
not well satisfied we will send 81 to pay for the 
trouble of writing us. Full particulars, di- { 
rections, etc., sent free. Immense pay absolutely I 
sure to those who start at once. Don’t delay I 
Address Stinson & Co., Portland Maine.
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T hos. Sabin, o f E glin ton , says: “  I  i
have rem oved ten corns from  m y feet 
with H ollnw iiy ’s Corn C lu e .”  H eader, ‘ 
Ho thou and d o likev ise .
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RICHMOND HILL.

&

©oo
£ l i
CQ

93
c+-

M

H
O
tn
H
>
»d
o
>
m

B

O
a
C/3
td

Diy
T H E  LE A D IN G  H OUSE FOR

Goods, Millinery, Clothing, 
Groceries &  Hardware.

EVERY DEPT, FULLY STOCKED FOR FALL TRADE,

A M A G N IFIC E N T STO CK  OF

Millinery and Mantles, Silks and 
Dress Goods, Velveteens and Plushes, 
Hosiery and Gloves, Laces and Lace 
Goods, Cottons and Linens, Flannels 
and Blankets, Gents’ Furnishings, 
Shirts and Drawers, Cloths and 
Tweeds.

n L U T U t m  I

Gents’, Youths’ and Boys1 Suits and 
Overcoats Neat,Nobby &  Cheap.

Special Attention given to Ordered 
Suits and Overcoats.

W . ATKINSON.
WEIGHT BROS.;

CABRXAG-E - BU ILD ERS,
Are prepared to fill orders in all styles of

C A RR1 AG ES.
Send in your orders at once.

Repairing done with taste &  despatch 

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
W R I G H T  B R O S .
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THE FIRE PROOF,
W E L L  SU PPLIE D  W IT H  A LA R G E  STO CK  OF.

SUGARS, RAISINS, CURRANTS,
RICE

AMD GENERAL GROGERSES
At the lowest prices.

Highest price paid for Butter & Eggs. 

GREAT BARGAINS IN

SPK US SUMMER DRY OSSDS,
For . the Month ol August.

IS A A C  C R O S B Y .

t


