
S H O R T  A N D  C R IS P .

IT WAS THE AUDIENCE THAT SUFFERED.

“  Y o u  say y o u  sang fo rty -se v e n  verses? ’ ’
“  Y e s ,”  rep lied  the v o ca lis t  p rou d ly .
“  I  sh ou ld  th in k  it  w o u ld  have tired  y o u  

to  d e a th ,”
“  I t  p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  have (lore, so, b u t it 

w as a ch oru s , and  d iv id e d  am ong so m any o f 
us th ere  w as lees than  one verse  a p ie c e ,”

SHE WAS IMPOSING.

Severa l gen tlem en  w ere  stand ing abou t the  
-lo o r  at a sw ell re cep tion , w h en  a fine look in g  
i»d y  passed  d ow n  the hall.

“  B y  J o v e ,”  said  on e , “  th a t ’s a m agn ifi­
cen t lo o k in g  w o m a n .”

“  V e ry  im p os in g , in d e e d ,"  said  anoth  r. 
“ Y o u  b e t  she i s ,”  said  a th ird  ; “  I  k n ow , 

fo r  I ’ve been  her hu sband  fo r  ten  y e a rs .”

NOT MUCH OF a  BREAKFAST.

“  W h y , w h ere  is th e  m ack ere l I  b rou g h t 
h om e last n ig h t ? ’ asked  J en k in s  at the 
b rea k fa st tab le .

“  D o  y o u  m ean the m ack ere l y o u  b rou g h t 
hom e early  th is  m orn in g ? ’ in q u ired  his w ife  
r ig id ly .

“  K r— yeB, o f  cou rse, I  w as deta in ed  at 
the  o ffice  last n ig h t, and I  su p p ose it  w as 
m orn in g  b e fore  I  g o t  hom e. H ut w h ere  is it  

“  Y o u  p u t it  to  soak in  th e  w ash  basin, 
and  I  had  to  th ro w  it  a w a y .”

A CRITICISM AS IS A CRITICISM.

A  N e w  Y o rk  y ou n g  m an w h o im agin es that 
he  iB a p a in ter , re ce n tly  to o k  one o f h is p r o ­
d u ction s  to  an a rtist  and  sa id  :

“  N o w  I  w a n t y o u  t o  g iv e  m e a cr iticism  
on  th is .”

T h e  real ariiet turn ed  the p ictu re  ov er  and 
exam ined  th e  b a ck  o f it  ca re fu lly , and  then  
said  :

“  Y o u  have m ade one grea t m istak e. Y o u  
sh ou ld  have b o u g h t ch eap er ca n v a s .”

TH E SIM 1'I.E SU M M ER B O ARD ER .

“ Y o u  seem  to  raise fine crops  o f  h ay  on 
th is  p la c e ,”  observed  a tou ris t  to  a m an w h o 
waB tak in g  up  th e  fra gran t stuff.

“  Y e s ,”  said  th e  m an.
“  Do you  Bhip it  to  the  c ity  ?”
“  O h , n o ,”  rep lied  the  m ow e r  ; “  w e  use 

it  here in  th e  h o te l .”
“  B u t you  h ave no h orses ,”  ob served  the 

to u r is t  ; “  w h at d o  y o u  use it  fo r  ?”
“  G reen te a ,”  resp on d ed  the m ow er, as 

he reached  fo r  th e  w h etstone.

A RANK UMPIRE.

“  D id  I  ever see the  p la y  o f  ‘ J u liu s  GVsar V”  
exc la im ed  the passenger from  St. L ou is  
“  ’C ourse I  d id . W e  had  it  d ow n  to  ou r 
tow n  last fa ll fo r  three  n ights. S ay , it 's  a 
d a isy  cu tter , a in ’t it ? O ld  Shakspeare m ade 
a three-baser th a t h it , and no m is t ik e . I 
co u ld  look  at a p lay  lik e  th a t seven n ights  a 
w eek  an ’ never g e t  tired . T h e y  w ore  queer 
Bi’.its  in  them  days, b u t w asn ’t it  a da isy  m ob,

. though  ? A n d  the w a y  th ey  g o t  aw ay w ith  
th a t rank  um pire , C :r3ar, ju st  d id  m e g o o d .”

NOT A REGULAR.

F irs t floe t o r — “  D o  y o u  k n ow  I am  b e g in ­
n in g  to  suspect S lathers V

S econ d  d o c t o r — “  Y o u  surprise m e, H e 
seem s to  be  qu ite  a a gen tlem a n ,”

F irst d o c to r — “  O h, certa in ly  ; b u t I  mean 
— w ell, I  hate to  say it, bu t I  suspect he is 
n o t  a regu lar p ra ctitio n e r .”

Second  d o c to r — “  Y o u  h o rr ify  m e !”
F irst d o cto r  — “  In  fa ct, ]  fee! ce ita in  o f i t . ’ 
S econ d  d o c to r— “  U p o n  w h at d o  you  base 

yo u r  op in ion
F irs t d o c to r— “  U p on  fa cts , s ir , fa cts . A s  

his patients r e c o v e r .”

E x tr a o r d in a r y  Vegetables.
A  to m a to  v ine at P la n t C ity , F la ., c o v e r ­

ed a sp o t  s e ven ty -tw o  fe e t  in circu m feren ce , 
and bore all last w in ter  w ith ou t in ju ry  b y  
co ld .

A  Btalk o f corn , w ith  tw o  ears o f  corn  e n ­
closed  in  red  shuck s, g row n  from  a grain  
o f corn  fou n d  in  an ea g le ’s nest, is on e  c 1 

th e  cu riosities  o f  A la ch u a  cou n ty .
T h e  la rgest s tra w b erry  w as a Sharplees 

raised b y  A d a m  S. K n ig h t  o f  B atavia . N . Y . 
I t  m easured 11 inch es in  c ircu m feren ce  and  
w eig h ed  fu ll '2 ; ounces.

A  m ushroom  in  the  U n d erc liff, near V en t- 
n or , E n gla n d , m easured  o v e r  11 inches in 
d iam eter. W h e n  co o k e d  i t  w as pa latable 
and filled  a large  brea k fa st dish .

J . A . C am p o f A tla n ta , G a ., says he has 
cabbage g ro w in g  in h is gard en  th a t are 
e igh t  fe e t  in  circu m feren ce , and that a c a b ­
b ag e  w e ig h in g  six teen  p oun ds is a com m on  
th in g  am on g his veg etab les ,

A  M areeh al N e il rose  tree  o f L o n d o n , a l­
th ou gh  20 years o f  age, p ro d u ce d  th is  sea­
son m ore than  3 ,000 ch o ice  b loom s. In  
1882 m ore than  2 ,500 roses are re co rd e d  
from  this w on d erfu l tree .

D eep Sea Fishes.
T he rep ort upon  the, fishes co lle cted  upon 

the fam ous C hallen ger exp ed ition , show s 
th a t a ll those  d red ged  from  great depths (tw o 
t o  th ree  thousands fa th om s) possess bones 
and  liga m tn ts  o f  great softn ess, and m uscles 
loose ly  con n ected . T h is  is a p rov is ion  to 
a llow  o f the  p  rm eation  o f  th e ir  tissues b y  
tho w a ter , s in ce  o th erw ise  at the great 
d ep th  w h ere  th e y  live  the  pressure o f  the 
w a .e r , w h ich  sh ivers  so lid  glass to  p ow d er, 
w o u ld  crush  th e ir  b od ies . M a n y  o f these 
abyssa l fishes a rc b l in d ; m any have p h o s ­
phorescen t organs, o r  secrete  a p h osp h ores ­
cen t slim e ; o thers  have d istensible stom ach , 
and  w id e  m ou th s , w h ich  can in g u lf fishes 
m u ch  la rger  than them selves.

T H E  L A W Y E R  T U R N E D  B U R G ­
L A R .

The S in g u la r  < 'arcer a n d  D eath  o f  Josep h 
H aines Joh n  non.

J osep h  H aines Joh n son  in 1S16 read  law  
in K een e . H e  rem oved  to  C in cin n a ti, w here 
he becam e one o f  the  m ost w ea lth y  and re ­
specta b le  w h olesa le  m erch an ts in  th a t c ity , 
and sustained a h igh  stan d in g  and  had an 
in te lligen t and w e ll-ed u ca ted  fa m ily , H is  
fortu n e  w as estim ated  at $100,000. T he cir- 
cu m sta tce s  o f h is death  w ere  rem arkable , 
and w ere thus g iven  in a new spaper. One 
o f the clerk s  o f  a la rge  w h o lesa le  store w as 
ro u je d  from  his s l«ep  a t m id n ig h t b y  a 
noise in an up p er s tory . H e  im m ed ia te ly  
p roceed ed  to  ascertain  the  cause. 1  here was 
an opon  h a tch w a y  from  the ga rret to  the 
ce lla r, and d ow n  th is  he heard  som eth ing  
fa ll. S up p osing  th a t  som e go o d s  h a d  been  
th row n  d o w n , he aw ak en ed  a com p a n ion , 
and th ey  w a tch ed  the prem ises so th a t no 
on e  w en t o u t  t ill  m orn in g , w h en  the ce lla r 
w as exam ined  and the b o d y  o f a m an fou n d  
q u ite  dead  and m uch d isfigu red . H e  w as 
arm ed  w ith  a k n ife  and p isto ls  and d isgu ised  
in a w ig  and fa lse w h iskers.

D ep en din g from  the h a tch w a y  in  the 
th ird  and fou rth  stories w as fou n d  a cord  
fasten ed  b y  a h ook  from  w h ich  tb e  th ie f had 
ev id e n tly  fa llen  in the a ttem p t to  d escend . 
T h e  b o d y  w as buried , b u t th e  m ay or o rd e r ­
ed  it  to  be  tak en  up  and  p u b lic ly  exp osed , 
in  hopes th a t som eone w o u ld  recogn ize  it 
and  perhaps lead to  the d isco v e ry  o f  h is ac 
com p lices . I t  w as at len g th  recogn ised  by  
a gentlem an w h o  s top p ed  to  v is it  it , and 
a fterw ard s  b y  som e o f  h is fa m ily  w h o  w ere 
b rou g h t to  v ie w  the b o d y . T h e  house o f  the 
deceased  w as im m ed ia te ly  tak en  possession  
o f  by  th e  p o lice , and  w as fou n d  to  have been 
a p erfect  recepta cle  o f  sto len  good s , possess­
ed  o f every  con ven ien ce  fo r  ca rry in g  on  the  
trade. A  range o f  stores  fou r stories  high 
had  been ow n ed  and occu p ied  b y  h im , and 
w ere  p ro v id e d  w ith  vau lts  fo r  th e  pu rp ose  
o f  con cea lm en t, and w ith  subterranean  pas­
sages lead in g  to  o th er  houses, over  w h ich , 
no  d o u b t he  had  con tro l.

T h e  stacks o f  ch im n eys  had  been  co n v e r t ­
ed  in to  ch an nels  fo r  th e  co n vey in g  o f  good s  
in  and o u t  w ith o u te x p o s u r e to th e p u b lic e y e . 
G ood s  w ere  fou n d  w h ich  h ad  been  stolen  
fou r  yea rs  b e fo re , and  som e w h ich  cou ld  
have been tak en  a sh ort tim e b e fore  his 
death . T hu s p erished  J osep h  H ain es J o h n ­
son. H is d ea th  happened  abou t S eptem ber. 
1832. T he yo u n g  gentlem an w h o  first foun d  
him  w ss en gaged  to  one o f h is daughters.

E x tr a o r d in a r y  H a llu c in a tio n .
M alebran ch e , a ce leb ra ted  p h ilosop h er o f 

the seventeenth  cen tu ry , w as fo r  a lon g  tim e 
the v ic tim  o f  a sin gu lar n otion . H e  fancied  
th a t he  had an enorm ous leg  o f  m u tton  a t ­
tached  to  the  end  o f his nose. A  frien d  
w ou ld  Bhake hands w ith  him  and inqu ire , 
“ H o w  is M . M alebran ch e  to -d a y  1 ’ “ l ’ retty  
w e ll, on the  w h o le  ; b u t  th is h orrid  leg  o f 
m u tton  is gettin g  qu ite  unbearable b y  its 
w e ig h t and its sm e ll.”  “ W h a t ! T h is  leg  o f 
m utton '.'”  “ Y e s . C an ’t y o u  see i t  h a n g in g  
there  in f r o n t ', ' ’ I f  th e  friend  burst in to  a 
laugh , or ven tu red  to  deny the ex isten ce  o f 
the  strange phen om en on , M alebranche w ou ld  
g e t angry . A t  length  a co lleagu e  o f  his, a 
m an g ifted  w ith  a Bense o f the  hu m orous, d e ­
term ined  to  cure h im  b y  som e m eans or 
o ther. C alling  upon  him  one d a y , he affected  
to per ce ive  the  cause o f his trou b le  and  in ­
qu ired  a b ou t it. T h e  im agin ary  p atien t, 
overcom e w ith  gratitu d e , ran to  em brace  his 
first be liev er , w h o , step p in g  b a ck w a rd , u t ­
tered  a cry  “ W h a t !  H a ve  I  hurt y o u , m y 
fr ien d  !”  “ C erta in ly  ; y ou  have run you r 
leg  o f  m utton  in to  m y eye . I  rea lly  cannot 
u n derstand w h y  you  have n o t  tried  to  ge t 
r id  o f  that aw 'kw ard  appendage lon g  since. 
I f  you  w ill a llow  m e w ith  a razor— an op era ­
tion  p erform ed  w ith ou t the s ligh test d an ­
g e r  ”  “ M y  fr ien d , m y fr ien d , y o u  w ill
h ave saved m y life  ! Oh ! A h  ! Oh !”  In  the 
tw in k lin g  o f  an ey e  the  frien d  had  s lig h tly  
grazed  the t ip  o f  his nose , and , p rod u cin g  
from  un der h is c loak  a sp len did  leg  o f  m u t­
ton , he flourished  it triu m p h a n tly  in the air. 
“ A h ,”  excla im ed  M a leb ra n ch e , “ I  liv e , I  
b rea th e  ? M y  nose is free , m y  head  is f r e e ! 
B u t— Dut— it  w as a raw  one, and  th is  one is 
co o k e d  !”  “ W h y , o f  cou rse  y o u  have been 
s ittin g  fo r  an h ou r c lose  to  th e  fire !”  F rom  
th is  tim e M alebranche ceased  to  be haunted  
b y  his leg  o f  m u tton .

mmm > » « —  > > i mm  ..........

A lp in e  Accidents.
Serious accidents  in  the A lp s  appear to  b e 

on  the increase from  year to  year. T h ere  is 
e very  sum m er a large  nu m ber o f  tou rists  
w h o  m ake ligh t  o f  A lp in e  ascents th a t are 
rea lly  dangerous, and w h o  p rid e  them selves 
on  d isp -n s in g  w ith  gu ides , th ou gh  th e ir  as­
sistance is in  m ost cases a bso lu te ly  essential 
to  sa fety . In  the A u stria n  A lp s  hundreds 
o f  such im p ru d en t travellers  m ay be m et at 
th is  tim e o f year. M ost  o f  th em  are clerk s, 
w ith o u t  a n y  tra in in g  or  exp erien ce , and 
hence the increasing  freq u en cy  o f  loss o f  life  
in the m ountains. P rec ise ly  at the spot 
w h ere  last year D r. K o s e l w as dashed over 
a terrib le  p recip ice , tw o  y ou n g  tourists  from  
V ien na  have ju st  m et th e ir  death . T h ey  
had  no gu id e , and , s lip p in g  over a p erp en ­
d icu la r ro ck , fe ll a d istance  c f  (i,000ft, T he 
a ccid en t to o k  p lace  in a w ild  and p ic tu r ­
esque gorge  in  th e  A lp s  o f  U p p er A ustria . 
T h e  tw o  com pan ions w ere observed  near a 
m ost dangerous sp ot , and  w ere m issed. 
S earch ing parties  w ere  sent ou t a fter them  
and soon  cam e upon  th e ir  shattered  rem ains 
ly in g  at the  fo o t  o f  the  p recip ice  near w h ich  
th e y  w ere laBt Been.

A N  I M P E R I A L  N A 1 Y .

H ow  it  i i  lVctpu<*ed to F e d e r a l ly  the F leet.

A  corresp on den t in the  P a ll M a ll G azette  
p rop oses  to  f dera lize  the fleet. H e Bays that 
a g lance  at the  m ap  o f the  B ritish  E m pire  
w ill sh ow  th a t there are fou r ^reat grou p s  o f  
co lon ies  w h ere  E nglishm en m ay make a hom e 
and rear t h - ir  ch ildren  w ith ou t in ju ry  to  
th eir  ow n  hea lth  or race deterioration . These 
fo u r  are A u stra lia , C anada, the C ape and 
N ew  Zealand . In  m ore or  less close p ro x im ­
ity  to  these  grea t co lon ies  are m inor groups 
un der ou r flag, w h ere  the climatei, th ou gh  in 
m oat cases f eirly h ea lth fu l, is not fa v o ra b le  
to  th e  m ain ten an ce o f E n glish  vigor w ith o u t 
the con sta n t in fu s ion  o f fresh  b lood — w h ere , 
in  sh ort, s ta tistics  show  th a t the settlers , or 
a t least th e ir  ch ild ren , ten d  to  fall b e low  the 
s ta n d a rd o f Ik iglish  enei g y  an c v i t 1 l i t ; , T h  s ; 
m in or grou p s  are P apua , Labuan and B ritish  
B orn eo  near A ustra lia  ; the  W est  In d ies  and 
B elize  near C a n a d a ; M auritius and th e  W t st 
A fr ica n  s e tt le m e n t', near th e  Cape ; F iji  and 
B ritish  P o lyn esia , near N ew  Zealand. C an ­
ada, th e  C ape and  A u stra lia  (including for  
the tim e N e w  Zea lan d ) are a t present, naval 
sta tion s, each  un d er an a d m ira l’s com m an d . 
F ed era liz in g  the  fleet m eans placing in  the 
hands o f  each o f these fou r  colonies th e  care 
and com m an d  o f  the  squ adron  that p ro te cts  
it. T a k e  the D om in ion  as an illu stration . 
W e  sh ou ld  p u t the  N orth  A m erican and 
W e s t  In d ia n  squ adron  in to  a thorou gh ly  lit 
co n d it io n , and  then  transfer i t  to th e  C an a­
d ian  G overnm ent, w h ich  w ou d  undertake to 
m ain tain  it  in Buch a sta te  o f  efficiency as 
sh ou ld  ensure the p rop er perform ance o f its 
du ties  in tim e o f  peace  and  its active co -op - 
era tion  w ith  the m oth er cou n try  in tim e o f 
w ar. T h e  D om in ion  w ou ld  also have th e  re 
s p on sib ility  o f  the  e ffectua l p rotection  o f its 
coasts , harbors, loea l sea trad e, and refittin g  
d ock s , un less th e  Im peria l G overnm ent 
s p ec ia lly  u n d ertook  any c f  these duties.

T he naval ju risd ict ion  o f  the squ adron  
w o u ld  em brace , as r o w , th e  W e st  In d ia n  
Isla n d s , w h ich  w ou ld  con tr ib u te  a p ortion  
o f the  expenses. T h e  H om e A d m ira lty  m ig h t 
con tin u e  to  enliBt the  necessary num ber of 
m en , b u t  the  D om in ion  w ou ld  pay t 'ie  w ages. 
C anada w o u ld , w ith in  reasonable lim its  o f 
sa fe ty , d ecid e  w hen  new  sh ips, guns, & c, w ere 
w a n ted , and the d o m e  A d m ira lty  w ou ld  sup 
p ly  w h atever W js req u ired  at cost p rice , un. 
less C anada should  p re fer  to  em p loy  p riva te  
firm s. * * * C anada, thanks to her mag_
n ificen t w a terw a y s, fisheries, h arbors and 
tim b er, has d ev e lo p e d  a sp len d id  m ercantile  
m arin e, and  she w ill n o t  fa il in the  task o f  
p ro te ct in g  it. I t  is p rop osed  to  ex ten d  her 
naval ru le  t o  the W e s t  Ind ies  fo r  severa] 
reasons. T he Islands are seriously  th in k in g  
o f  jo in in g  the D om in ion , th ey  are n ot rich  
enou gh  to  p ro te c t  them selves, and th e y  are 
o f  grea t im peria l va lue. I f  Cuba and H ayt j 
be lon ged  to  B rita in  it  m ig h t ba possib le  to  
orm  a sm all eeparate un ion . B u t  S pain , 
th ou gh  w illin g  to  sell, s till holds C uba , and 
H a y ti rem ains an in dependent nuisance to 
her neighbors. So the W e st  In d ies  m ust 
con tin u e  as at present un der the gu a rd ia n ­
ship  o f  the  N orth  A m erica n  (that, is the Can 
adian) squadron . T he dock s  o f  H a lifa x  and 
B erm uda w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  be requ ired  and 
k ep t u p  fo r  im peria l use, as also w ou ld  a 
h a tb or  in V a n cou v er, and w e  m igh t there, 
fore  con tin u e  to  p o lice  th e  P ecific coast o f the 
D om in ion  fo r  som e years,

T h e  E a r t h  a G re a t M agnet.
E v e ry th in g  on earth  and in the air above 

is perm eated  w ith  the earth 's m agnetic fo rce , 
— it  goes  th rou gh  you r clothes, it  penetrates 
y o u r  b od ies , it  saturates you r bra ins, i t  is a 
p a rt o f  life  itse lf. (laU B S , the illu strious 
G erm an astron om er, has com puted  (tak in g  
as a u n it o f  his m easurem ent a m agnet fo u r ­
teen  inches lo n g , one in ch  w id e , on e -fou rth  
inch  th ick , w eigh ing one pound, m ade o f 
th e  hard est steel and  o f  the strongest m ag­
n etic  fo rce  p oss ib le ) th e  earth 's m agnetic 
fo rce  as equal to  S ,464 ,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000 such  m agnets. T h e  attracting  or  lift* 
ing  p ow er  o f such a m agnet is a b ou t ten 
poun ds, w h ich  w o u ld  m ak e the a ttra ctive  
power of th e  earth  42,310 ,000,000,000,000,- 
000 tons. I f  th is  m agnetism  w ere equ a lly  
d istr ib u ted  th rou gh ou t the mass o f  the 
earth, the m agn etic  in ten sity  o f each  cu b ic  
ya rd  w ou ld  be  equal to  s ix  o f these m agnets, 
or a b ou t s ix ty  p oun ds a ttra ctive  force. P ro f. 
M a yer has show n that this m agnetic in flu ­
ence , th is  in v is ib le  fo rce , is a pow er tilling 
space  to  an un k now n  d istance , and ra d iatin g  
in the lines o f  m agnetic fo rce  very m uch  as 
the  rays o f  su n ligh t, the lines of th e  ea rth ’s 
m agn etic  fo rce  b e in g  from  South to  N o rth , 
as in d ica ted  b y  the com pass needle.

“ W h a t  is y o u r  occu p ation  the ju d g e  
asked the red -nosed  m an. “  I ’m a b a r te n d ­
er, y o u r  h o n o r ,”  w as th e  rep ly . “ B u t the 
officer sw ears you  re a loa fer , and pass the 
g reater part o f  yo u r  tim e in sa loon s .” 
“ D o n 't  a  barten d er pass m ost o f his tim e 
in  saloons “  T r u e ,”  m used the ju d ge . 
“ B y  the w a y ,”  he asked , “ w hich side  o f  
the  bar d o  you  te n d ? ”  “  T he ou tside, you r 
h o n o r .”  “  I  th ou g h t s o ,”  said the ju d g e ; 
“  three  m on th s .”

T h e  ch ap  w h o has rece ived  the m ost b o u ­
quets th is spring  from  the lad ie3 is a fe llow  
w h o  assaulted  a w om an  w ith  intent to  rob  
and go t a y e w  in  sta te  prison . H e  w as 
p ron ou n ced  “  p erfec ly  l o v e ly .”

“ W e e d s ,”  says an agricu ltu ra l paper, 
“ a ffect th e  y ie ld  o f  any c r o p .”  N o t  e x ­
cep tin g  w id ow s ’ w eed s , w h ich  have a v e r y  
m ark ed  e ffect on  the  m atrim onia l crop .

C U R E D  B Y  F A I T H .

A l ly i  ’ g W om an Sees O u r la d v o t  P frp e tn u l 
H elp , r.nd is  l  es lo red .

P ro b a b ly  th e  m ost rem ark ab le  and the b est 
k n ow n  o f fa ith  cures in S t L ou is  is th e  case 
o f T heresa  S ch a efer, a y o u n g  w om an  w h o 
had  a v is ita tion  o f the  B lessed  V ir g in , or the 
M oth er o f C h rist, w h ile  a t the p o in t  c f  death . 
T h is o ccu rred  at, the  C on ven t o f  the  S isters o ' 
M e rcy , som e e 'e v e n  years ago, M iss Schaefer 
was a G erm an g ir l, a v e ry  d e v o u t  R om an  
C a th o l 'c , an e x ce llen t  hou sek eep er, and  an 
in te lligen t, sensible g ir l. She w as afflicted 
w ith  a tu m or, and  w as rem oved  from  her 
hom e to  Ss. J oh n  s H osp ita l, w h ich  is a p a r t  
o f  the  co n v e n t re ferred  to . T h e  a flliction  
baffled  th e  sk ill o f a t least tw e n ty  p h ysicia n s , 
w hose services  w ere  ca lled  on  b y  th e  S isters 
o f  M e rcy , from  th e  M e d ica l C o llege  clo>e b y . 
She w as g iv e n  up  as d y in g  b y  a  n u m b er o f 
p h ysician s  a fter th e  h o ld in g  o f a con su lt ation. 
T w o  o f  th e  con su ltin g  p hysicians w ere  pop. 
it iv e  in  th e  b e lie f  that she w o u ld  n o t  live  
th ree  days at th e  fu rth est. T h e  g ir l had  
been p ra y in g  fo r  hea lth  a ll the tim e to  Our 
L a d y  o f  P erp etu a l H e lp , aBthe B lessed  V irg in  
is som etim es term ed , and  on  th e  d a y  fo l lo w ­
ing  th e  even in g  on w h ich  th e  con su lta tion  
had  been  h eld  w as in a d y in g  state. A b o u t  
4 o ’c lo ck  in  the a fte rn o o n  she sh ow ed  signs 
o f  an im ation , and , spea k in g  to  th e  SiBters, 
d ecla red  that Ehe saw  angelB.

L ittle  a tten tion  w as p a id  to  her u n til b e ­
tw een  11  and  12  o ’c lo c k  at n ig h t, w h en  her 
firm u tterances and  c le a r  eyes com m an d ed  it  
“  I  have had a v is ita t io n ,"  she said  ; “  the 
V ir g in  and the angels h ave b een  w ith  m e, 
aud the V irg in  to ld  m e I  shou ld  gat w ell if  I  
d ev o te d  m y  life  to  h e r .”  T h is  s ta tem en t 
w as repeated  severa l tim es , w h en  one o f  th e 
Sisters la u gh in g ly  ask ed  her h ow  she w as g o ­
ing  to  p ro v e  it. “  B y  ge tt in g  up  and d re s ­
s in g ,”  she re p lie d , and , d esp ite  a ll p ro te s ta ­
t ion s, th e  y o u n g  w om a n  arose, and , d on n in g  
her c lo th in g , m o v e d  w ith  a lig h t , Bpringy 
tread  abou t th e  room . Such a p o s it iv e  p ro o f 
o f  a return  to  h ea lth  w as tak en  as p ro o f also 
o f  the  g ir l ’s assertions o f  the  v is ita tion . T he 
S isters w ere  in  a w a k efu l co n d it io n  th a t  n ig h t 
and M iss S ch a efer, a ttr ib u tin g  the  v is ita tion  
and th e  cu re  to  th e  fa c t  th a t ehe had  been  
m ak in g a n oven a  to  “  Our L a d y  o f P e rp e tu ­
al H e lp ,”  insisted  w h en  m orn in g arriv ed  on 
m ak in g  a v is it  to  th e  C hurch  o f the R ed em p - 
tor ist F ath ers  on  G ran d  avenue, w h ere the  
shrine o f O ur L a d y  o f P erp etu a l H e lp  stands, 
and  return ing thanks fo r  her m iracu lou s  re ­
stora tion  t o  health . T h is  she d id , r id in g  to  
th e  ch u rch  and  retu rn in g  to  the  co n v e n t on 
fo o t . T h e  you n g  la d y  depai ted  im m ed ia te ly  
from  th e  con ven t t o  her fath r ’ts h ou se ,w h ere  
she d ied  som e six  years latt r o f  som e such 
illness as m alaria.

I t  seem s, h ow ever , th a t shs d id  n o t  d evote  
her days to  th e  M o th e r  o f  G o d , unless th e 
lead in g  o f  an exem p la ry  life  c m s 'itu tes  such 
d e v o tio n . T h e  rep ort o f  th is  case a ttracted  
a g rea t  deal o f  a tten tion  at tho  t im e, the d o c ­
tors  w h o  had  had M iss S chaefer in  charge 
te st ify in g  fre e ly  to  the  fa c t  th a t the case w a 3 

m iracu lous. T o  an artist o f  som e ce le b r ity  
the  y ou n g  w om an  d escribed  m in u te ly  the  d e ­
ta ils  o f  the  ap p arition , and he bhortly  a fte r ­
w ard p  od u csd  a p a in tin g  w h ioh  n ow  occu  
p ies a p lace o f  hon or a t th e  C onven t o f  the 
S isters, and  w h ich  has b ecom e som eth ing  of 
a shrine. T h e  p ictu re  represents a you n g  
w om an ly in g  on a hosp ita l co t , w h ile  over 
h er , in a b u rst o f lig h t  is the  V ir g in  w ith  
fa ir  face and flow in g robes. T he V irg in 's  
form  is en c ircled  b y  angels o f  ch eru b ic form  
and fa ce , and  the p ictu re  a ltogeth er is o f 
th e  o ld  m asters ’ order.

W a rn e d  b y  a  D re a n i.
D r. G lasse s son (George, w h o  becam e a 

c le rg ym a n , w as acqu a in ted  at co lleg e  w ith  a 
d issolu te  set o f  you n g  m en , w h o  tu rn ed  re li­
g ion  in to  r id icu le , and aim ed to  ex tra ct  as 
m u jh  so -ca lled  pleasure o u t  o f  life  as p o s ­
s ib le . On on e  occas ion  a m em ber o f the  
grou p  en tered  th e  room  w h ere  th e  rest were- 
assem bled , w ith  an unusu ally  depressed  
cou n ten an ce . A ll  ra iled  h im  u p on  his g r a v ­
ity , and  d em an ded  the cause. H e  exp la in ed  
th a t  on  the  p reced in g  n ig h t he  d rea m ed  he 
w as b rea th in g  stifling , op p ressive  a ir, in a 
la rge, g lo o m y  hall w h ich  w as  den se ly  
th ron ged  w ith  u n dergraduates, th e ir  gow n s  
w ra p p ed  round them , and  th e ir  cou ntenances 
in d ica tiv e  o f  su ffering  and extrem e d e je c tio n  
In q u ir in g  w h ere  he  w as, “ T h is  is H e ll ,”  re 
p lied  a m e la n ch o ly  y o u n g  m an, u n fo ld in g  
his gow n  and revea lin g  in  his breast a tra n s­
p arent hea rt as o f  crysta l, in  w h ich  bu rn ed a  
fierce flam e. “ G o o d  G o d  I”  he e xc la im ed , 
ap p alled  b y  th e  s ig h t , “  ca n n ot I  escape 
from  th is  p lace  “ Y o u  have a ch an ce for  
n ine d a y s ,”  answ ered  th e  g lo o m y  figure, 
fo ld in g  hie arm s w ith in  his gow n  and co n ­
cea lin g  his burn in g h ea rt. T h ey  lau gh ed  at 
his d isordered  fa n cy , dran k  d eep , and per 
suaded  him  to  Bpend th e  ensuiDg n ine days 
w ith  them  in  especia l g a ie ty . On the n in th  
d a y , h ow ever , w h eth er from  th e  natural 
effects o f  excess ive  d eb au ch  or  so lem n  fu lfi l ­
m en t o f  the  w a rn in g , he  su d d e n ly  died— an 
even t w h ich  p ro d u ce d  a s tron g  and salu tary  
e ffect up on  som e o f his com ra d es, w h o  began  
an am en ded  li fe  from  th a t day .

T h e  P r ic e  o f  Peace a n d  W a r .
B ism arck  gets  §300  a d a y  fo r  k e e p ­

ing  a ll E u rop e  in a state o f  figh tin g  suspense 
a bou t w h a t he  is go in g  to  do  n ex t. G eneral 
K om aroflf gets  100,000 rou bles  fo r  k illin g  a 
few  A fgh a n s  and  stand ing all In d ia  u p  on 
end. A  g o o d  cann on  costs  f l  1 ,000, and 
a c it y  m ission ary  w ears o u t  h is life  fo r  
$600 a yea r , and  you  can g e t  a B ib le  
o f  the  T ra ct  S o c ie ty  fo r  noth ing .

L O N D O N  IN  T H E  N I G H T .

W ith  th e  Sleepers out on the Streets an d  
B r id g e s .

In  the  d im  sh a dow s o f  a h a lV ig h te d  hail 
a re  ga thered  to g e th e r  one o f the stran gest 
and saddest assem blies  th a t even  L o n d o n , 
the c ity  o f  stran ge s igh ts , can  show . T he 
gas is low e  ed to  in d u ce  th e  s lu m ber f the 
p oor  crea 'u res , w h o  h a i e  abunduned th em ­
selves to  a lm ost e v e ry  con ce iva b le  a tt itu d e  
to  ob ta in  rest and slet p Som e lie s tre tch ed  
full length  upon the bare floor, o thers  crou ch  
by th e ir  chairs and  rest th e i heads on the  
hard w ood en  seats, som e are b en t a lm ost 
d ou b le , th e ir  fa ces  on th e ir  knees ; o thers  
again , s it b o lt  u p r ig h t, save fo r  th e ir  w eary  
heads, w h ich  are sunk on  th e ir  breasts,

M en , w om en , and  even  litt le  ch ild ren  are 
!.ere , in e very  w oe fu l stage o f  p o v e r ty , rags 
and d irt. F rom  th e  voice less  assem bly  rises 
a hoarse m urm ur o f m oans and  groan s and 
stifled  cries , as ever and again  the  d istress  o f  
life  breaks even  in to  the s leep  o f  som e p oor  
w anderer, and he dream s pa in fu l dream s.

These p oor  creatures are L o n d o n  ou tcasts  
— the ver ita b le  w anderers  o f  th e  m id n ig h t 
stree ts— p o o r  w retch es, w h o , b e in g  absolute" 
ly  p e n n i’ess, are co m p e lled  to  sh iver and 
shrink th rou gh  th e  keen  w in te r  n ig h t, w ith  
no  ro o f a b ov e  them  b u t the  p itiless  s k y , or 
to  seek a shelter iu any h o le  or corn er  th e y  
m ay find. A n d  they  h iv e  been so gh t out 
and  b  ou g h t h ith er  by  fr ien d s  con n  cte d  w ith  
the L on d on  C on grega tion a . U n ion , w h o  are 
en d ea vor in g  to  h.’ lp  them  b oth  p h y s ica lly  
and sp ir itu a lly .

O i a ’ l the sad s gh ts  w h ich  L on d on  streets 
un happily  present th ere  are f.;w  m ore sad 
than th a t e f  these hom eless w anderers. In  
th e  1 gh t o f  d a y , w hen  the streets are c r o w d ­
ed , and th e  bustleanel noise are at th eir  h e ig h '« 
th e y  are h a rd ly  n o tice d , th e  fu ll e x te n t o f  
th e ir  m isery  is n o t  seen ; b u t  w hen  the hou r 
o f m id n ig h t is p.-.ssed, and th e  th orou gh fa res  
are deserted , and  such silence  as restless L o n . 
don  ever k n ow s has d escen d ed  u p on  the w il ­
derness o f  houses, then  th e ir  w ea ry , sim less  
w a lk , th e ir  d e p lo ra b ly  sad fa ces , th e ir  p i t i ­
fu l rags b lo w in g  in th e  n ig h t w in d , all p re ­
sent a te rr ib ly  p a in fu l p ic tu re , and  th e ir  aw 
fu l m isery  is s tr ik in g ly  apparent.

W e  p roceed  over  B la ck ir ia rs  B ridge. A las, 
w h at a s ig h t is here ! H u d d led  togeth er ou t 
o f the  w ind  are qu ite  a n u m ber o f m id n igh t 
w a n d erers— sia rv e d , c c ld  and te rr ib ly  h e ljJ  
less th e y  appear. Som e have sunk to  ;h e i 
fu ll length  on  tb e  hard pavem ent at the  fo o t  
«.f the  brid ge -h ea d , and  one w e  m eet fu rth er 
on is a w om an , w ith  a p ite o u s -Io o k irg  b a b y  
fa -e  p ?ep in g  from  the fo ld s  o f  her t it t e r e d  
shaw l. O thers stand  against the  w a ll, w ith  
hands iu p ock ets  aud Bhoulders ra ised , s h e l­
te r !' g  them selves from  the co ld  b last w h ich  
sw eeps so k een ly  ov e r  th e  river. T h e  d e e p ­
ly  recessed  seats are cro w d e d  w ith  w retch ed  
occu p an ts , th ron g in g  toge th er  to  ob ta in  rest 
and w arm th and slum ber.

O ver s ix ty  p o o r  w ..e tch :s  have thus been 
fou n d  on the b rid ge  alone. T h e y  are o f  v a ­
rious trades and occu p a tion  , and from  all 
parts o f  the  cou n try  ; one has been a H a m p ­
shire la borer, an oth er a M argate  ostler, th is  
m an a C am b rid ge  stonem ason , th a t w om an 
a n eed lew ork er from  D orsetsh ire . M antle- 
m akers, d om estic  servants, governesses, ch a r­
w om en , b rick la yers , la w -w riters , coopers 
p ian o forte  m ak ers, laborers  o f e very  d u a sr ip , 
tion  are fou u d a m ou g  them . Som  ) h a ve  been 
sleep ing  o u t  in th e  street three  n ights, som e 
five , som e one.

O a L on d on  b rid ge  th e  sam e sad s ig h t  ia 
p resen ted , and  num bers c f  m en and w om en  
o f a ll ch aracters  and  em p loy m en ts, as ju s t  
d escrib ed , are t o  be  fou n d  crou ch in g  in to  the 
seats in search  o f rest and shelter.

F or  som e reason the b rid ges  are fa v o r ite  
resorts o f  the  sleepers-ou t. P erhaps the s igh t 
o f  th e  s ilent riv er , w ith  its row s o f  sh in ing 
lam ps, its sh ip p in g , an l its  far o u t lo o k , is 
m ore w elcom e to th e  w a n d erer than  the Btony 
Btreets. In  any case here th e y  con greg a te , 
and as m any as 130 p o o r  w retch es  have been  
fou n d  on  L on d on  b rid ge  alone.

T h e  em ban k m en t is n o t  s u c h  a p lace  o f  re ­
sort as m ig h t have been  e x p e c te d — at least, 
n o t  in th e  w in ter m onths. E ig h t persons have 
been  fou n d  passing the n ight th ere , b u t  its 
seats are to o  exp osed  to  th e  w in d . N e ith e r  
is W a t  r loo  b rid g e  m uch  freq u en ted — six 
on ly  havin g  been  d iscovered  s leep in g  there. 
T ra fa lgar Square is m ore in  r e q u e s t ; no  less 
than  fo r ty  seven  h ave b een  fou n d  w a n d er in g  
in  th e  d im ly  lit  space  fro n tin g  th e  N a tion a l 
G a lle ry  and su rrou n d in g  N elson 's  m onum ent. 
T h e  G reen  park  s id e  o f  P ic ca d illy  also f u r ­
nishes its con tin g en t, and B le e p e r s  have b e e n  

fou n d  crow d in g  w ith in  the ra ilin gs o f  the  
co u rt -y a rd fro n t in g B a ro n  B o th s c h ild ’s house. 
T h e  con trast b e tw een  p o v e r ty  and  r ich es  is 
sh arp ly  enough  defined  then  !

M a n y — a m a jo r ity , in fa c t — o f  these  
w retch ed  w a n d erers  are from  th e  co u n try  
F rom  n orth , sou th , east and w est th e y  tram p 
u p  m an y  m iles to  th e  m etrop o lis  in hop e  o 
fin d in g  its  streets  p a ved  w ith  g o ld , and  too  
o ften , alaB ! th e y  find them  instead  paved  
w ith  p overty . T h e ir  speech  is o f  the cou n try  
w h en ce  th ey  c  m e, th e ir  hands are y e t  horn y  
w ith  the  to il  th e y  have le ft . T h e y  have lost 
w ork  there, “  tim es b e in g  so b a d ,”  and w ith  
a l itt le  m on ey in  th e ir  p ock ets , have b en t 
th e ir  steps h ith er. T h e y  are unused  to  L o n ­
d on  and  L on d on  w ays. T h e ir  litt le  funds 
are soon  exh au sted , and  th e y  tram p abou 
the streets w e a ry  and h ea rts ick  and fu ll of 
despair.

T h e  o ld er  a v io lin  is the  m ore  va lu a b le  i t  
becom es. I t  is d iffe ren t w ith  jo k e s .


