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BIEL.

‘ G u ilty , w ith  a recom m endation 
tp m ercy.' S u ch  is the v e rd ict re n 
dered by the ju r y  em panelled to try 
K ie l.  T h a t  the M etis c h ie f should 
be found guilty  is  perfectly  naturaj, 
for h is crim e w as open and n oto ri
ous. T h e  grounds on w h ic h  the 
clem ency o f the C ro w n  has been in 
voked are not so clear. T h e  ju ro rs  
m ust have been moved by one ol 
three things, ( i . )  R ie l’s offence 
w as due to the gross and flagrant 
in ju stice  o f the G overnm ent o f the 
day. (2.) H e  w as held to be not 
respo nsible  for h is actio n s, either 
because insane, or at least a ‘c ra n k .’ 
(3.) T h e  ju ro rs  fell v ictim s to a 
gust of that vap id , s illy  sentim ental
ism w hich has saved the necks of so 
m any scoundrels.

T h e  la st consideration m ay salejy  
be dism issed, because it is  u n s u p 
ported b y an y evidence. T h e  re a
son for this startling ap p en d ix to 
an in evitable  decision must be sought 
in either the first or second of the 
m otives above adduced. F ra n k ly , 
if the second contains the needed 
explan atio n , the safeguards o f h u 
man life  w ill have received a tre 
m endous shock. N o t a w ord w h ich 
R ie l has w ritten or spoken, not an 
action of his, can entitle him  to th,e 
m ercy w h ich  is  ju s t ly  extended to 
one whose deeds proceed lrom  that 
te rrib le  calam ity, the overthrow  of 
the m in d ’s sovereignty. So fa r as 
m ay be judged from, the confessedly 
im perfect know ledge of the N o rth  
W e st rebellion, it  w as sagaciously 
planned, thoroughly worked up, and 
failed only because every struggle 
against the b a rrie rs  of fate o f neces
sity  fa ils. H a d  the H a lfb re e d s ar>d 
In d ia n s  been w ell supplied with 
tood, arm s an d  am unition,, although 
the result w ould undoubtedly have 
been the same, the sum  of o ur losses 
w ould have reached a figure appajjt- 
ing even to the most callous. E v e r y 
thing, in fine, proves that, if  R ie l be 
m ad, h is  m adness does not ...Jack 
method. A n d  even if considerable 
m ental aberratio n can be establish-' 
ed, the h isto ry  o f the past five 
m onths show s that, at most, such 
aberration falls  under the head o f 
m arked eccentricity, a ch aracte ristic  
alm ost a lw a j s found in  those who 
dare to leave the beaten paths of 
men. Riel's insanity or crankism is  
vain  as a plea tor com m utation of 
sentence.

B u t i f  the recom m endation to 
m ercy w as based on the assu m p 
tion that the O ttaw a G overnm ent 
w as p rim a rily  and ra d ic a lly  re sp o n 
sible for the rebellion, i f  it  is in tend
ed as a deliberate expression of be
lie f  that the m ism anagem ent o f af
fairs in the N o rth -W e st w as so great 
that an ignorant and excitab le  p o p 
ulation could not be expected to re 
sist the incentive to take up arm s ; 
if, fin ally , it is  to be taken as faith 
in the doctrine that when constitu
tio n al means to obtain a redress of 
g rievances have failed, arm ed re sist
ance is not only ju stifia b le , but even 
n atural, then,we say,w e m ust pause 
before we scout th is  recom m enda
tion, for it w ill be irre s istib ly  borne 
on our m inds that R ie l is  only the 
v ictim  ot ty ra n n ica l circum stances, 
created by one who took an oath to 
afiord to a ll men the protection of 
the law , but who lia s  been found 
to have been sm iting co n trary  to the 
law .

MB. THOMAS WHITE, M. P.

W e  m ay accept as settled that 
M r. T h o m a s W h ite , the m em ber for 
C a rd w e ll,is  now ot the C ab inet. H is  
portfolio, pending further shuffling, 
is  the departm ent o f the In te rio r. 
In  this allotm ent, he is  fortunate, 
for,how ever in sig n ifican t he m ay be 
in ab ility  and m oral tone; he can 
scarcely fa il to be an im provem ent 
on his predecessor, that to rpid  C o l
ossus c f  ignorance, stu p id ity  and 
fiun kyism , S ir  D a v id  M acpherson. 
'1 he p o litical epitaph o f the latter, if 
honestly w ritten, should prove a 
w arn in g  to those sim ple people who 
thin k that a m an’s m ind is in  direct 
I'atio to h is bulk, w ealth and asinine 
pretensions.

W e  cannot congratulate the coun 
try  011 this latest addition to the 
C ab in et. I t  is  true that M r. W h ite  
w ill not be an y disturb in g  element 
am ong h is colleagues. H e  w ill cer
ta in ly  be found to b e , another e x 
am ple of the fondness o f like" for like. 
B u t M r. W h ite  is not the man to

attract adm iration and esteem. H e  
is, in  fact, one of the w orst speci
m ens o f those toad-eating, brazen 
faced h a rp ie s who are feeding on the 
v ita ls  o f C an ada. F iv e  tim es, if  we 
m istake not, he w as a candidate at 
the p o lls, before he obtained a seat 
in P arliam e n t. Y et this d id  not re 
strain  him  from the im pudent effron
tery o f sneering at a L ib e ra l whose 
election had been preceded by two 
defeats. H is  advent in the H o u se  
of Com m ons clashed w ith h is most 
p a rtic u la r hobby, the m akin g of 
money, for a ll the w o rld  know s that 
M r. W h ite  is the editor and p ro 
prietor ot the M ontreal Gazette. B u t 
M r. W h ite  is  not a roan to be 
daunted b y trifles. W it h  an e x q u is
ite sense o f hon or and propriety,, 
therefore,he turned the Gazette b u si
ness into a jo in t-sto ck com pany, in 
w h ich  he and h is brother R ic h a rd  
held nearly  all the shares, and then 
h is  m aw c o u ld ,w ith in  the law , take 
in a ll the governm ent pap (in this 
case, p rin tin g ) w h ich tru ck lin g  or 
threatening could extort. W e  need 
not rem ind o ur readers that last year 
the Gazette received from O ttaw a 
between ten and tw enty thousand 
d o llars for p rin tin g , real or suppo
sititious. Indeed, M r. W h ite , is a 
S ir  C h a rle s  T u p p e r in m iniature. 
O n a sm all scaie, he re ca lls  the 
‘stretcher’s ’ fluency,loudness,coarse
ness and recklessness. In  ignoble 
greed,he is rath er above than below 
S ir  C h arle s. TI12 latter, it is but 
ju s t  to say, is  in capable  o f M r. 
W h ite ’s faw ning and crin g in g  ; the 
‘Chieftain.’ h im self has no terro rs for 
him .

S uch is  the new M in iste r o f the 
In te rio r. W e  bo ldly ask w hether 6r
not the H a lfb re ed s and In d ia n s  have 
cause for re jo icing  at this au s
picious. change.

HOW IB .IT

jjT h e  celebrated F re n c h  p h ilo so 
ph er, R ousseau, w rote an essay in  
■which he attem pted to . .prove that 
modern c iv iliz a tio n , far from  ad
van cin g  m an so cia lly  and m orally, 
has retarded him . In  this w ritin g , 
he exhibited an in gen uity, an elo
quence and w it o f w h ich only a man 
o f genius is capable. It  is one h u n d 
red years ago since the essay a p 
peared,and the nineteenth century is 
ih e ve ry  embodim ent of those forces 
whose action he deplored. N ever, 
in  the an n als Of the w orld, was so
ciety more com plex, never was it 
more in tellectual, never so imbued 
w ith the sp irit and a b ility  ot d is c o v 
ery. A ll men are known to a ll men. 
T h e  most remote p arts of the w orld 
are w ith in  easy h a ilin g  distance. 
T h e  deeds ot one quarter o f the 
globe are known an hour or two 
after they happen in  the opposite 
quarter. D id  we not know  the in 
ven tive s k ill of m an, we m ight ex
claim  that. we. had found a ll, B u t 
the p ro b a b ility  is that the twentieth 
cen tury w ili'b e  as fa r in  advance of 
o urs as o urs is in  advance of the 
eighteenth.

Yet to him  w h o vie w s the matter 
closely, R ou ssea u ’s conclusions w ill 
appear not w ithout a m odicum  of 
truth. H o w e ve r m uch the eloquent 
author of the S o cia l C o ntract m ay 
have confounded cause and effect, 
he w as rig ht in so fa r as he asserted 
that the sp iritu a l progress o f man 
w as at a stan d still, w h ile  his m ater
ia l progress w as m aking gigantic 
strides. H o w  far the do ctrine of 
com pensation affords an explanation 
o f this,rem ains a m ystery. ’T is  true 
that w hat we gain in one direction 
we lose in another. A re we then to 
believe that it is im possible for the 
m aterial and sp iritu a l to advance 
w ith equal steps ? Is  devotion to 
the one in com patible  w ith  due at
tention to the other ? T b e  benev
olent Christian cries ont No. B u t 
experience is far from being on his 
side. L e t  us take a single exam ple

T h e  sacredness o f truth  has a l
most ceased to be a factor in the 
trad in g  w orld. O u r food is  grossly, 
adulterated, our m anufactures are 
h a rd ly  kept p u re  by the m ost ly n x - 
eyed scru tin y . T h e  m axim  oi p ro 
d ucin g at the sm allest cost and se ll
ing at the highest p rice  h a s been 
pushed u n til there has arisen a new 
w ord to describe, a bad state of 
things, and Lhat w ord is ,shoddy. H e  
w ho ru n s m ay see that nothing is so 
pure, so good, so ho ly that men do 
not try  to turn a penny from it. 
E v e n  the poor and ignorant sick, 
w ho stand m ost in need of fa ir p lay, 
are made the victim s o f the q uack 
and im postor. A n d  only the other 
day we observed a flaunting a d ver
tisem ent in w h ich  a man proclaim ed 
that,out o f consideration to th e 'V o l
unteers,'he had resolved to reduce 
h is p rice s tw enty-five per cent. 
K in d , <very. . ■ W e  are borne to the 
conclusion that R ousseau's essay is 
not altogether wide o f the m ark,

SPRING 1885 ! 
NEW PRINTS !
New Cottonades !

SHlBTINGS
>, & G .

A n  Im m e n se S to ck ab the1 •

C o n c r e t e E
iA T z z z :

a

READY AGAIN 1

[A. WEIGHT & SON,
C A R R I A G E  B U IL D E R S *

Are prepared to fill orders ki all styles of

x:
/*

m

Send iu your orders at once.

Repairing d o n e  with taste & despatch
S atisfactio n  G uaranteed .

' A .  W R I G H T  &  S O M

THE FIRE PROOF,
W E L L  SUPPLIED W IT H  A LARG E STOCK OF

SUGARS, RAISINS, CURRANTS,
RICE

A N D  G E N E R A L  G R O C E R I E S
At the lowest prices.

Highest price p a i d  for Butter & Eggs. 

GREAT BARGAINS IN

SPRINS AND S M B  ORY HODS,
For the Month of August.

I S A A C  C R Q S B Y .


