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e Toll-Gate System.

The\toll gate or bar, like manv other
of our ingtitutione, was 1mported from
Eaglanl., It was introduced info this
coun‘ry a5 tha very tims wheo there wus
a great outery against it in the country
where it originated. In the year 1346,
it i sais’ g lward ITI. gave aathority to
gsome L i/#Mon capitalists to levy tolls on
all carriages, wagons, and other vahicles
passiog on Gray's Inn lane, in considera
tion of their keep'nz the thoronghfare in
good condition for travel From this
beginning tha tull-gate system gradnally
extended over all Englacd, and in the
course of time through most parts of
Scotland and Ireland. In the latter coon-
try almost all the ancient roads passed
under the econtrol cf persons who were
au'horized to collect toll in consideration
of their keeping them in passable shape.
These peraons having obtained their fran-
chise exercleed grent care in collecting
tolle, but often neglected to take proper
care of theroads. 1t was often stated that
more persons were employed in collect-
Ing toll than in doing work on the roads
for riding over which a fee was demanded

The firat ¢pen revolt agalnat toll roads
was in Wales In the ysar 1843 A ‘ar.e
ass oiati m of people was organized, who
called themaeives Rebeccaites in allusion
to the verse in the bibie which prowises
to the seed of Rebecca that ** they shall
potzsess the gate of them that hatethem.”
They refused to pay toll, rendered the
toll-gatherers obaoxious, and demolish-
ed the toll-gater and the bulldings occa-
pled by the officials. The movement
partook of the nature of reilgions fanat-
{clsm. The association was completely
saccessful In causing all the toll gates
and bars to be removed The movement
then extended into the Isle of Man and
Ireland. The agitation commenced in
the sonth of Irelaud in the year 1950 and
extended as far as Doblinin 1857. 1lo
was found that towns flourished as the
roads leading to them were made free.
Daring the year last mentioned an act was
passed by parlisment abolihing all toll-
gates in every part of Ireland. Itis re-

orted that the roads in the island have

Eaﬂan gradually improving since that
tlme. In 1867 an ¢ Anti-Toll Associa-
tion ” was formed in London, which suc-
ceeded in freeing the suburbs of the clty
trom more than a hundred and fifty toll-
gates. The movement sgainet toll-roads is
now ex ending into every part cf Eagland
and Scotland. The Introduction and
general use of the bicycle is said to have
exerted a most important inflaence in the
abolition of toll-gates. The riders think
it Is rare fon to go past the gatekeeper
without stopping te pay toll. They come
up eo noiseleesiy and quickly that they are
not noticed till they are in the act of paes-
ing. Many people now object to liviog in
a part of the countrywhere tollis exacted
for riding over the only roads that con-
nech large towns.

The wastefulness of the tarnpike system
has been a matter for parliamentary
inves'igation. According to the census
of 1881, there wera about six thousand
persons employed a# gatekeepers in Eng-
land and Scotland. The support of them
and their familles, estimatea 10 be thirty
~housand in all, naturally absorbed a large
percentege f the revenuslevied on the
public. Boasides the toll collectors their
were numerous officials who drew large
galaries. The timelost by  travelers in
being obliged to stop to pay toll, especially
when 1t was necessary to make chavge,
was considerable, The tarnpike system
appears tobe doomed in Great Britain. No
new chsrters are being granted, and
measures are being adopted to render all
the roads free. It is somewhat singular
that thereis not awell organizsd opposi-
tlion to toll-gates in this country.

Cowboy Fun.

‘T shall never forget an experience of
mine in Montana a little over two years
azo,” said Brakeman Schultz of the Nor-
thern Pacific, **There were Andraws, the
coandctor, Wylie, the engineer, Colby, the
fireman, and myself running No. 3 passen-
ger on the Montana divielon, and one night
about dusk we were getting out of Miles
City when a red light was seen by the
engineer, and he stopped the train. Juost
as it stopped about a dozen cowboys, tog-
ged up in full uniform each with a brace
of revolvers in hia belt got into the cdéi:hes
while a fow more guarded the engine, 1
knew trouble was coming ss goon as I saw
them get on, and I took a seat among the
passengers. The conductor did not ap-
pear at first to realiz> that anything waa
wrong, but went to the forward part of
the coach, when half a dozen c¢f the
buckakin-clad boys grabbed him and set
him upon the coal box, He protested,
but the boys pald no attention other than
to tell him not to move a finger, as they
were going to shoot the heels of his boots
off. 1 rather enjoyed the fun, though 1
lay mighty close, fearing that they would
notlee me, but they didn’t before the cop-
ductor was short the heels of his boots. He
waa white as a snow flake, but he held up
bravely, fearing a mis-calculated ehot.
Then they caught me and tied me and a
passenger back to back and set us overa
gseat and then commenced betting among
themselves which would pull the other
over. The stakes were put up and then
two of them got prongs and began touch-
{ng us up with them. The fellow I had
pitted against me was a Swede, and
nelther of us had any show to pull the
other over; then I resorted to a stratagem,
and when they gave the Swede a prong
and he jumped abouta foot 1 pulled hard,
and he came flying over the seat and went
so far over that he near broke my back.
We were loosened then, and they took the
Swede's boots off and stood him on his
head, and then played the bastinado on
the soles of his feet., Well, you'd died
laughing to hear thab poor fellow bellow,
entreat, pray, and cues these cowboys, and
although my legs were smarting from some
dances I got I just roared. After they
had done enough miechief they shot out
the lights and left the train,
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HOME DECORATION.

If we surround ourselves in our daily
lives with beantifal objects, they all tend
to inflaence the mind for good and create
a love for all that 1s beautitul and trus In
form and color.

Linen shams are liked when a claster of
flowers |ls embroidered In the centre, an
insertion of open embroidery outlining
them and a frill to match added ; through
vhis open insertlonis drawn a satin rib-
bnabout an Inch wide, which by its care-
fal arrangement is made to look like tiny
I satin puffs set in at regunlar Interva's.

An elegant screen panel has a peacock
embroidered on yellow satin ; the brilli-
ancy and beau"y of the plumage Is faith-
fully por'rayed In filo-flosa,

Pretty hand-bags are neited with string
cnt-glass beads in black or dark red.

Squares of plush in Imitation of crazy
patchwork are among the late products in
the fancy work world.

Blotting paper blue is nsed in enmbin-
ation with light coffse brown with charm-
ing effect

A lovely rofa pillow ia of seal brown
velve., with a bunch of nastnrtinm fl ywers
in all shades from light yellow to deep
brown, embroldered in fine chenille , the
cushion is edged with a frill of Valen-
ciennes lace, while a thi k ruche of loops
of yellow eatin ribbon is at one corner
and a large 1 (1are bow of the same colored
ribbon at the opposite one.

Water filters of Don'ton ware are now
coneidered an essentlal and ornamental
sddltion to the sideboard,.

Button-hole insertion is very much liked
for bed linen, owing particularly to 1ts
extremely curable qualities.

Oarved wood mantels should not have
lambrequina ; a searf of colored. silk is
sometimes used, or if preferred a very
god effic;ia obtained by placing pleces
of soft siilk of any bright color, about one
rard In length, under a vase or any large
ornament which may be llked on the
mantel.

A dining-room, elegantly fitted up in
Persian coloring, has the top of the waln-
gcrtting bordered with Jepanese fans.

Tapestry has always been an expensive
luxury, aud therefore, although ite m#n-
ufacture can be traced back to remoto
antiquity, its use has always been limited ;
as a imaterlal for farniture npholstery,
nothing could be more elegant than this
rich textile.

Silk-mending is such pretty work that
many ladi:s make an accomplishment of
it, aud filorelle appears av the right jnc-
tare, A3 yarn is too coarse and heavy ; a
palr of mitiena or boslery darned with the
filosella silk can be 8o neatly repaired that
it is difficult to find the worn places,

Many of the five o'clock tea tables have
three tiersof shelves, one abovethe other,

The red metal is growing in demand fce
‘artic es of table servica; the warm red-
hoe and beautifal polish maka 1t an ad-
ditional beanty to a handsomely decorated
table ; tea urns are particularly attractive
in thls ware ; coff2e urns, crumb trays and
small waiters may also be procured in
very unique designe.
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A Man of Retentive Memory.

James Crichton, a celebrated Scotch-
man, was noted for many marvellous
gaalifications, He is believed to have
been bornin the year 1690. His f:ther
was Lord Advocate of Scotland, and re-
sided at Elllock, in Perthshire. He
finished hig edncation In the Univer:ry
of St. Andrew’s, There can ba no doubt
of his extraordinary acqulrements, or that
he had excellent: Insiruciors in every
branch of learning By the time he was
twenty he was able ta s eak and write no
fewer than ten diff:rent languages, and
had attained an astobishing proficlency
in the accomplishments of fencing, riding,
dancing, slnging and playing upon musi
cal Instramenta, . As soon as his eduneca-
tion was finlshed he set out upon his tro-
vels, and first arrlved at Paris. Oon-

| scious of the superiority of his attain-

ments and eager to display them to the
world, he aflixed on the gate of the Coe
Jlege of Navarre a public challenge to al-
the celebrated men of Paris to d sputll
with him on that day six weeks upon
any subjact connected with the arts and
gclences, and in any of twelye lan-
guages —Hebrew, Arable, Syriac. Greek,
Latin, French, Italian, Eoglish, Spanish,
Dutch, Flemieh and Sclavonian, No
fower than four Doctora of the Caurch
and fifty masbers in different sciences
prepared to enter the lists agalnst him.
On the day appointed three thousand
auditors are #aid to have ‘been present,
and after a disputation of nine hours
with his various opponents he proved
himself superlor to them all. At length
the president rose from his seat, and,
after highly extolling him for his many
rare and excellent gnalities, gave him a
diamond ring and a purse full of gold in
testimony of the favor and approbation of
the College. So little had Crichton been
fatigned with this dispute that on the
ensulng day he attended a tilting match
at the Louvre, and In the presence of
gome of the Privces of the French Court
carried away the ring fifteen times sue-
cessively, and  broke fifteen spears in
striking a mark called the Saracen. In
the universlty of Padua, which was then
in the highest reputation, Crichton en-
gaged in another literary contest, He
began with an extemporaneous poem in
praise of the place and of his auditors;
and after having disputed six hours with
the most celebrated profegsors, whom he
folled on every subject, he concluded
with an’unpremeditated poem in com-
mendation ef ignorance, which was con
ducted with such Ingenuity and elegance
a8 to have astonished all his hearers. He
boasted of a retentive memory that it was
as requlsite to great proficiency, either
in science or literature, as intense appli-

eation.
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THE CITY,OF THE SUN.

What Life was like in the Cashmere Capl-
tal, Now Destroyed by Earthquake.

Sertnagar, or lterally Sargia Nagar, the
City of the Sun, is the capital of the
beautiful and romantic valley of Cashmere
one of the moas charming spots in the
whole earch. It ls some seven yeara ago
thas in my wanderings I visited this hap-
py valley. A lonely march of about one
hundred miles along the banks of the
Jhelum River, the ancient Hgydaspes,
brought me to the smooth watera of the
Cashmere Lake Here I hired a boat cov-
ered wich matting, and so arranged that
the stern of the boat formed a cooking
kitchen, both for the crew ana pissenger.
My crew consisted of a full-grown man, an
undergrown boy, an old woman, two
small children, and a young mother and
a plump baby. The whole party except
the piump baby, took their turn at the
oars and towing ropy, and I managed to
get along at the rate of two miles an hoar.

1» was a clear morning, and beautiful
| beyond desoription was the panoramic
view as we wound slong the river in its
circular ¢surse. All around the country
waa rich with verdure. Rising at a dis-
tance were the suowy ranges of the Him-
alava Moantains, many of them as much
as 13 000 feet above the sea level. To
qaote the worda of tha travaller Vigne:
++ Softness mantling over the sumilime,
enugnessgeneral,y els:whereincompatible
with extent, are the prevailing character-
istics of the scenery of Cashmere.” In
the centre of this lovely scenery is the
City of the Sun, which was destroyed by
an eartkqnake recently.

Serinayar is a considerable city of some
160 000 inhabitants; of whom 20,000 are
Hindus and the remainder M)hamme.
dans. . The houses are bullt entirely of
wood, and are usually three a‘ories high.
The streets are narrow and dirty. The
people acre, dirtier than the streets. No
pen could poeeibly depict the real sani-
tary condltion of Serinagsr, and conse-
quently one regrats that as the city had to
perish, it did not ruccumb to the purify-
ing element of fire rather than the up-
heavings of an earthquake.

The cily of Serinagar is on an lzland in
the midsn of the Csshmere Lake. It has
geven biidges, all made of wooden logs.
Some ofthe bridges ara oceupied with
shops, like old London Bridge, which
are extremely quaint, although unsight
ly stroctures. There are mno cabs
or cuwts or - carriages In the city
of Serinagar, and therefore no convey-
ances rumble salong its narrow, dirty
streets. Jt 1s a wia: dispensation of Pro-
vidence that wheeled coinveyances have
never been introduced in the capitsl of
Oashmere, for the people wouid be too
lazy to get out of the way.

The women of Cashmere are renouned
for their beauty. Taey are exceedingly
fair for Orientals. In former years they
v ero peizad and sold as slaves for the ser-
aglios of Eastern monarchs. And even
in modern days the Cashmere beauty has
found a p'ace in the sffsctions of some of
Indio's Earcpean ralers and warriors.
Phyeically, the imen are a very fine raca,
and thecalves of tho Uashmere coolie wounld
give effech to the very best arrangement
in knickerbockers. The phrenological
developments.of both sexes Is good DBut
utilll the Cashmere ls a hop2less Individ-
aal.

The valley of Cashmere is about 100
railes long and averages twenty-five miles
in width and the surrounding mountains
vary in height fcom 8,000 to 15,000 feet
The valley 1tself is about 5,000 feet above
the level of the sea. It was formerly a
Mohammedan country, indeed all the
patives are Moslemes, but ot the conquest
of northern India the British sold the
province of Casbmere to one of the Sikh
princes a Hirdu, and itis now ruled by
a Rejah under Pritish protection. The
nearcst rrilway terminos s that of Rawul
Pindee, where Lord Duofferin recelved
the Ameer of Cabul. This p'aca i# some
1,100 miles frcin Bombay. From Rawu!
Pindee to ths ruined city of Serinagar
is about 200 wiles, which can be travelled
by easy etagea.

r s
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A TEXAS TRAGEDY.
A Canadian one l':oli'i'__lli-.'t;‘lr'lrunn- of a Mur-
11 ﬂﬂ'l:ﬁ;l'" Knife. :

A most braotal murder was eommitted ab
Paris, Tex , the other evening, one of the
vietims being Prof. J. W. Youmans, late
of Picton, Ont., well known in the Mari-
time provinces, espeoially in St. John, N.
B., where he lived & few years ago. Some
months ago Sam. J. Holmes, of Paris,
separated from hig wife, Mvs. Holmes tak-
ing in boarders, among whom waa Prof,
Youmans. Last nlght Holmes enterad
hie wife's rezldence, and commenced a
murderous assault on her with a bowie
knlfe Her screams brought her siater,
Mris. Tighe, and Prof. Youmans to the
scene, As Professor Youmans entered
the room Holmes sprang from the pros-
trate body of his wife and attacked him,
stabbing him several times, killing him
{nstantly. The murderer then turned up
on his slater-in-law, Mra. Tighe, and tab-
bed her in 4he chest and arms, inflicting
horrlble wounds, from which she died the
following morning without recovering
consclonsness,

The outcries of the victime aroused the
neighbors and the murderer flad. Mrs,
Holmes was found lying npon a bed bath-
ed in blood. She was consclous, but
crazed with fear and pain, and dying from
the terrible wounds. Upon the floor lay
Mra, Tighe and the body of Youmans.
The room presented the appearance of a
slaughterpan. Theother day Holmes, who
is a powertul raan, was captured by a posee
after a desperate straggle, and when over-
powered attempted to commit suicide by
swallowing a large dose of morphins., An
emetic saved his life and he now lies
heavily manacled in prison.

-

Hyperbole: Auctioneer (selling tow
property)—** Why, gentlemen, the very
| abmosphere's worth the money."

Who Betrayed Khartoum?

Sir Wilfred Lawson asserts that the
acent who betrayed Khartoum was not
the traitor Farsj Pasha, bat a rather
honorable Egyptiso, who had every roa-
son to hate the British and try to the ut-
most of his power to thwars their designs.
The statemen’ of Mr. B.ant is interesting
as anyrate. 17 falae, itls very cleverly
concocted ; if true, it throws a rather Jur-
id side-light on British rectitude and jaa-
tice with regard to inteif:rence in Kiyp-
ttan »fairs. Mr. Blunt writes:—* I bave
ascertained within the last faw weeks that
the principal agent in the surrender of
the city was not Fars] Pasha, as original-
ly stated, bat acertan clvillan exile from
Ezypt, who had acted at on) time under
Arabl as secretary of the Minisiry of
Marine. 1 know the history of this man
well, 1 can vouch for its accuracy, a4 1
often heard it at Cairo when [ was there.
Four years or 8o ago Awwam was an hon-
eat and zealous employe in the Cadastral
Survey under Sir Auckland Colvin—a
service which of all others under the Con-
trol was the most inefficient, and Is now
acknowledged to have been so. Awwum,
provoked at the waste and mismanagem sut
one darhai the temerlty to draw up »
memoranaum of what he knew and send 1t
£ his chinsf. The answer was his dismis al.
He then appealed to the native prese—for
there was some llberty in those days—
and his grievance made him a hero; and
when Arabi came to power he gave him
this p'ace as Secretary, which he held a%
Alsxundria down to the bombardment.
I naver heard of his taking any promlio-
ent part in the politica of that eventfal
time, bat on Sir Auckland Colvin’s land-
ing he was among the firet persons arreat-
ed. Lord Charles Beresford tried him by
one of nis courtsmartisl and found him
guilty of exciting to rebellion, or avme
auch charge ; he was handed over to the
Circassian tender mercies and after
seventy-four days In irons in the terrible
Borgho prison, he was +x «wl to Khar-
toum. He was clearly a political prison-
or 1f ever there was one ; and when Lord
Duffarin promized us the amnesty at the
¢compromise of Arabl's trial, I wrote to
him recommending Awwum's case to his
apecial attention, and I have his anawer,
with a memorandum, curiously enough,
by the very Sir Charles Wileon who was
afterwards to reapauch bitter disappoint-
ment at bis banaa. But Lord DJff rin
decllned to interfere, and Awwum Waa
left at Khartoum to his revenge. Oa ihe
265h of January It was he who, with the
English again at its gates, negotiated 1ts
surrender to its Arab deliverer.”
o W W

An Editor’'s Resource.

A New York paper says that Eogland
can boast one editor, at least, who might
be trasted to run a country paper in the
United States. Ia his youth Sir Richard
Phillips edited and published &, paper at
Lelcaster, calied the Herald, Unpedey

an article appeared In it, headed, ““Dateh,

Mail,” and added to 1t was an announca-
ment that it had arrived too late for trans-
lasion, and so had been ‘‘set up,” printed
in the original.

This wondrous article drove halfl of
England crazy, and for yearsthe best
Datch scholars equabbled and pored over
iv without being able to arrfve at any idea
of what i% mesnt This famous *‘Dutch
Mail"” was in reality merely a co'uxn of
*pl.”" The atory Sir Richard tells of the
particular *‘pl” he had a whole hand in,
15 this:

¢ Oae evening, before one of our publi-
cations, my men and a boy overturned
two or three columns of the paper in type.
Weo had to get ready,in some way, for
the coaches, which, at f.ur o'cleck in the
morning, rcqnired four or five hundred
papers. After every exertion, we were
short nearly a column ; bu’ thers stood
on the gelleys a tempting column of pl.
It sudden'!y asruck me that this might be
thought Dubeh, I mads up the ¢rlamo,
overcame the rcrap'es of the foremsn and
so away the country edition weab, with
its philological puzale, to worry the hon-
est agiicultural reader’'s head. There
was plenty of time to set up a column of
plain Fuoglish for the local edition.”

" Sir Richard tells of one man, whom he

met in Nottingham, who for thirty-fcur
years preserved a copy of the Leicoster
Herald, hoping thatsome day the letter
would be explained
w5 = ——e
“Blue Blood.”

The term blue blood, from the Spanish
phrase sangre azul, ls much used withou
a very cleat idea of its signifiestion. Ita
roal meaning 1s—‘‘not that the blood
itself & blue (excapting that all venous

‘blood has a bluish tinge) —bat that - the

persons or class to whom the term is ap-
plied have skins ag white and transparent
that the volns show blus through them,
and this 1a taken as a certain indication
that the class or person thus deslgnated is
wichout an admixture of races. Anyone
who has traveled in Spanish-American
countries, or in Spain, where the term
originated, would see at once its appli-
cability. The descendants of the Gothic
conquerers of Spain retaln to this day the
characteristi:s of thelr ancestors—the
white, transparent skin, blue eyes, and
anburn or tawny halr, and thelr velns
gshow bloe through thelr cutisle; bat In
caso of an admix‘ure of African or Moorish
blood, the blue blood (veins) gradually
disappear, until in a case of great prepon-
derance of the latter races the veins show
merely as ridges. Tourlsts in Mexico
will notice this peculiarity in all Mexican
cities, as well as in the haciendas through-
out that country, on account of the grzat
admixturs of Indian (Azbtac, Toltee, and
Tlscallas) blood in the popaulation, and
everywhera they will find that the people
whose veine show blue through the #kin
are the ruling clazses.
A member of the London Maeteoro-
logical Soclety has invented an instru-
ment, called the anemograph, which ls
operated by electricity, and keeps a re-

cord on paper of the directlon and velo-
clty of the wind.
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A HORRIBLE SIGHT.
Witnessed by an ¥ne'ishman im the Can~
adian Northwest.

In a new book entitled ** Lifa and la-
bor in the fur, far West.” wristen by W.
Barnaby, occars the fellowinz account
of a rcone witneesed by him In the Cana-
dian Northweet It is a description of the
punishment ivfl cted npon an Inalan wo-
man who had committed a grievous sin,
probably adultery. The author says:—
(1 entering inside the wall of poplar
trees and twigs, 1 saw a squaw kneeling
in front of the pole. I told the interpreter
to find out what she had done, but he
either could not learn, or, as I suspect,
would not tell me. It was, however,
plain she had committed some dreadfal
misdeed, and she was now getting clear
from her sin. She had on her facea
mingled «xpresslon of devotion and re-
morse., Rarely have I seen a human fig-
ure with such an air of fervency around
and living throungh every Jine and every
(the slightest) movement. The priest,
or medicine man, was pouring forth a
long oratlon, and every time he stopped
t 1@ pom-pom went, all pleased with what
he said. After a time a tall Indian, with
a hooked nose and an expression which
reminded me of the third Napoleon, en-
tered. He was entirely naked but for a
hip-cloth he wore. He waa s magnifi-
cently-bnilt man and his eye burned
like a live eral. Ha took his place in
the centre rizht in frone of the sjuaw in
quite a thes rical manner, and deliber-
ately commenced to aharpen a dirk-like
knife on a stone which he held in his
left hand. Tho squaw, without a tremor,
without a motion or hint of faar, looked
on. After a few momenta the chief med-
fcine man tock a picce of oolored eotton,
put it into some ashes from the medicine
fire, and then the executioner in a most
solemn manner took a needle, and raised
the skin on the woman's arm up from
the polut where vaccination is usually im-
parted. He passed the needle through
the skin «f her shoulder, and by great
forceralsed it up ; then with a knife, which
wae certainly very blant he hacked off
the piece of skin. This plece of skin he
put in the piece of cotton in which the
medicine man had placed ashes trom the
medicine fire, He then went around to
the other arm, sn1 performed a like oper-
atinn, The plece of flash taken from the
"ofs arm was alao placed inthe plecs of
custon, which was sanclified by ashes
from the medicine fire. While this was
being done a silence in which the fall of
a feather could have teen heard was ob-
served. 1 noticed that the medicine
man and the executioner were very care-
ful not to tonch with their fingers either
piace « f flesh, Taking the two pieces of
flesh and the scred ashes from the medi-
cine fire, tha medicine man held ic over
the fire with a lonz oration. Meanwhile
the woman stood up and thraw her head
againat the poleand wept piteonsly. The
mystery which, for me, rested oa her
crime addad to the pathos of the sitnation;
while the really dignited bearing of the
medicine man, the dusky crowd round,
and the city of teepees near imposed on
the imaginatlon, Tns man I have called
the ex:cationer looked, as 1 thought,
sternly on the woman a3 she wept. 1
have seen Miss Bateman in *f L2ah,”
L>onide Leblanc in *‘ Frou Frou,” Miass
Halen Faucit in the* Strangers,” and
have wept at her Antigone ; bui on no
stage hiva I seen a more pathetic, a more
heartrendimg picture than that desclate
savage woman, her head agalnst that
pole, weeping. When the piece of cotton
contalning the flish waas burnt, and the
medicine man's oratlon was over, the
gquaw hurried out of the building. On
going outalde some five minutes after-
wards | saw her dressed up in all the
colors of the rainbow, painted profusely,
aud with a face full of joy, ss if she had
been cleared frem scme dreadful crime,
and telt that exhilaration Roman Catho-
lica tell they feel when leaving the con-
fessional after tha prieat has said ‘“Ab-
aolvo te,” What was her crime? Was

the execu‘iouer her husband 1

Mrs. Gladstone.

Mrs. (iladatone is the elderly Incarna-
tlon of guileless neivette, the matronly
essence of impulsive simplicity.

She la to appearance all artlessness. I
have heard persons who, I think, ought
to know better, speak disparagingly of
Mrs Gladstone's sagaclty becanae of those
little paculiarivies. Believe me, they make
a greas mistake or they commit a greatin-
justice. ~ Mcs, Gladstore is, in her way,
one of the cleverest women living. * *
At the very worst she can be credited only
with a few small inaptitudes which, if they
really deserve that name, are in perfect-
ly artistic keeping with her character.
AR [ have heard of ladles and gentle-
men, very astute in their own estimate of
themselves, who haveendeavored toe xtrac
early knowledge of public matters from
Mrs. Gladstone ;: I have never heard of
one who succeeded ; and her aplomb I= as
remarkable as her discration. Her is an
instance,. Two'years ‘ago, whenMr. W,
E. Forster had tesigned his portfolio in
Mr. Gladetone's Cabinet, he was natural-
ly anxious to hear how the Prime Minister
would speak of the incident in the House
of Commons, and ot less naturally anx-
jons to listen without being himself ob-
gorved, He therafore did not take hisor
dinary place In the body of that assem-
blage, but made his way into the ladles’
cage. or rather that portion of it which ls
set apart for! the lady friends of the wife
of the speaker. Directly he had entered
he parceived the sole occupant of the de-
partment was no less a person than Mrs.
(iladstone herzelf. She was the one per-
son whom he would have avolded sceing.
He folt a listle discomposed, and was pro-
ceeding to evince his dlsccmposure In the
rogged, spasmodlc way pecullar to that
flower of Quaker subtlety. But Mrs. Glad-
stone wae perfectly at her ease, She held
up her finger at him, and, shaking her
head with an alr of gentle reproval, mut

tered Inalow voice,** Naughty!” naughty !'



