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FHE EGYPTIAN QUESTION.

e

The subject ot all conversatton at)

present is Egypt, the land  of.the
Pyramids and the Sphinx, to.,which
the recent fall of Khartoum and the
tragic fate of its heroic ddfend-

, Gordon, have lent an intensely
palﬁhﬂ interest. We thinkthatonn
readers will esteem it a favor ifi. we
turnish them with a brief dascrip-
tion of the scene of Englaad's - late
disaster, and also with a . succingt
narrative of the affairs of that coun-
try from the time thatits history be-
came a concern of our own.

EGYPT.

Egypt Proper, occupying. the
north-eastern corner of Africa, is in
size rather lzss than one third of
Onatario, and, has a population of
about 5,500,000, consisting of Copts
(the native Egyptians), Turks, Ar-
abs. and a. tew Europeans. Its
great natural feature is the Nile,
whose sources remained a mystery
to the worid antil British pluck re-
vealed it. On the periodic overflow-
ing of this river. the soil 1s mainly
dependent for its fertility. lts chief
productions are wheat, barley, rice,
cotton and sugar-cane. It 1s gov-
crned by a hereditary Kbedive, over
whom the Sultan of Turkey enjoys
a nominal . suzerainty. The Gov-
erminent is-ameng the worst in exis-
ence ; the.religion is that ot the
fLoran.

ISMALL PASHA.

I 8644 IsmauPasha, who had
spent mauy.years in the great capi-
tals of . Burope, became Khecive.
The result of his Western training
soon . wanilested itself, tor at
once he began a rulé of the utmost
magnificence. Determined to de
velop to their full extent the resourc-
es of hiis country, he plunged wildly
into sclremes for 1ts improvement,
The Government was remodelied :
ratlroads, canals,harbors,telegraphs,
&c., were.projected and carried on
regardless of expense. He lived,
snoreover, a life of splendor which
only aun. Qriental imagination could
conceive, Manuifactures were gal-
vanized into-a short-lived activity
bv government subsidies. DBut all
Liature, the very stars in their cours-
ts fought against his. impragticable
designs, and the result was. inevi-
table. Ip fikeen years Egypt had
contracted a debt, of $4001000,000,
due chiefly to Epglish and. French
capitahists.. In 1876, the interest on
the bonds could not be raised ;. the
army was in mutiny because its pay
was months 1n arrears. Repudiation
seemed certain, but to avert it Eng-
land and France resolved on the
most drastic measures.  They de-
termined.to curtail the ilnsane gov-
ernment.expenditure, and, as a first
step to this end, Ismail. Pasha was
deposed, and.in his stead was plac-
ed on the Khedival throne his son

TEWFIK. PASHA.

ILgypt was now. really governed
By English and French comptrollers.
But the economists were met wich
difficulties on all sides.. Extrava-
gance 1s the besetting sin of the
Oriental.. To this vice-was joined a
hatred of Westemnn. interierence.
The country was soen ripe for re-
bellion, and in 1881, it burst out.

ARAB! BEW

Uiged- or by Asabi Bey, then
only a colonel, tha officers of the
army entered into a gonspiracy, the
object of which was to restore the
ruinous rule ot Ismail Pasha, and to
get rid forever of English and French
influence, The Khedive was asked
to restore the old Chamber ot No-
tables and to pay up the army. This
request was refused, and then ean-
sued the rebellion. In 18%2 the
Chamber of Notableswas assembled.
md a Ministry, of which Arabi
Bey held the portioho of War, was
iwsmed. [ts first act was to de-
prive European officials of all share
in the management of affairs. Tew-
fik Pasha was wvirtually deposed.
The English and French called an
the Hnlrun of Turkeyv to use his pow-
er for the downtaliof the new gov-

ernment, and the upholding of the '
| depeuds thy only. right to existence !

Khedive., $But Whilﬁf',npﬂlﬂjf promn:-
1sing to comply with these demands,

the Sultan secretly abatted the re- |

bellion, tor he too was anxous to
expel the detested foreigners.  Ar-
abt's government did, indeed, re-
sign, but the army coutinued muti-
nous. Then England. and. France
determined to resort to iorce, and a
detmonstration was made before
Alexandria, At all costs it was
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‘H} J the Black Sea, had become a

{ lorced again to

[ ley's last expedition, stitl 11 progress,

'Gordon and his garrison-

‘depth of heart that when we mext
write on the affairs of Egypt,we shall |
for victory |

| be converted into a gift ?

imperative on Epgland tn possess a

controiling power in Egypt, espec-|
tally since the consiruction ot the
Suez Canal was completed. Tlhis |

triumph.ot Yrench skill was now the
highway to India, and Russia,which
had taken advantage of the Franco-
Prucsian. war tn-r::L_:niravune
Treaty of Paris by placing a flect on
LA 1] =
ing manace to British rule 10 India,
The bombardment of
by Admiral Seymour,an:
victory at Tel el. Kebir crushed
ambitious schemes of Arabi Bey. |
The latter surrender=d himsell a J
|
|
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prisoner of war, and was baunished
for life to the 1sland of Cevlon
THE. MAHDL.

In the meantime a fanatical move- |
ment which has sina
gantic proportions
vast stretch of country lying to e
south of Egypt, aud know . Jie
Soudan. l"t'l'-l_'!]t.‘.:i l herce  tril
of Arabs, 1t was |1
to the Khedive. | e b
soul of this movement
Achmet who clauned to
di, that 1s, the true successo
great prophet Mohammed e
clared his mission Lo -
tion of the worship of the ta
contained in the Koran, and
him,as with his predecessor, the|
sword was the key ol Heaveu.,
Arabs flocked to thi lard
impostor in tens of
after ancother Lurkish FLOES
and generals were defeated by bim,
For a time his march was kept
check by an knglish officer, Hic
Pasha, but in November,
wil h lll?-l-‘.irnl_-. wereanyulhilated oy
Mahdi at El Obed. Const
was the avow: '
prophet, and England saw
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rights in Egypt were threatened by
a greater and more dangerous enem j.,
than was ever Arabi bey 1 he
victory of Il Obed tiirew all l\duhl
and the Soudan 10t 1enellion
agaipst Egypt.

But here we I‘H.*.I'-. bring our sketch
to a close,lor even the most careless
do not require to be told of the
avents of 1884 and 1885, The de-

teat of Baker Pasha by Usman Dig
na, the leader of the 1ehels, de-
teat ot the latter by Ge Gra-
ham, Gordon going alone to Khar-
toum, h:s heroic detence of that city
tor over a year, the capture and
massacre ol the garrison ot LUerber
by the Mahdi in june last, Wolse-
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Canada’s contribution of a contin-
gent of voyageurs, Colonel S Herb-
ert Stewart's victory near Metembeh
and the last terrible news of the fall
of Khartoum and the mussucre u:i!
o Ve

LITESE
facts too freshin the memory ot all o}
need recounting. We wish rom the

have done with disaster.,
is, by birth-right and precedent, the
appanage of the DBntannic Empire.
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THE C. P'. R. SYNDICATRE.
Look out for the Syndicate.
are after the Government again. |
The proposal now to be made 1s tor
the Government to take back at two
doilars an acre the 25,000,000 acres
of land for which the Syndscate paid
the former exactly one dollar per
acre. Do our readers ses now how
last year's loan of $30,000,000 15 to |
[t is true
that one ot the great missions of the
C. P. R. was to colonmize all the
North-West. It is true thatthe C.
P. R. has : 0ld some of the choicest
portions of the land which they are
about to ask our Ottawa adnmmnistra-
tion to redeem at a one bundred per
cent. profit. It i1s also true, Sir
Lcnndld Tilley being witness, that
in the six months ending December
31st, 1884, our national debt was
increased $7,195,951. It 15 true
that Sir Charles Tupper, our High
Commissioner, is receiving for his
wonderfu) services (we do not know
what they are) over $40,000 a year.
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It is. true- that over $100,-
ooo was spent last year
snbsidizing Tory Nnewspapers.
It is true that our revenue 1s falling
off. But what of that? The C. P.
R. wants more mouney. Sir John
says it must have mare, and, there-

tore, Onterio,
kickest, pay up, pay up, lor ofi
power to furnish the sinews ot
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Jos. Beandin, M. D., Hull, P. Q,,
writes: ‘* Dr. Thomss' Eclectric Oil
communds & lurge and Increasing sale
which it richly merita. 1 have found 1t
exceedingly helpful; 1 use it 10 all  cases
of rheumatism, as well a3 fractures and
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dislocationa, [ mwade use of it myself to
calm the pains of a broken leg with dis-
location of the fout, and in Lwo thl}ﬁ [
was eutirely relicved of the pain. 4
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DORY GOODS, WHLLINERY, MANTLES
HOLIDAY GOODS

8

' Lowest Brices.

SS9X(@ ‘Surex ‘sqavquerg ‘s[ouuery
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York, all our

a hine range of
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and as we
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Assortment 1n the Cwurh- ok
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Yo choose fromn at prices never offered in this
County betfore,

We have opened out beautifx! lots of

TIES, HANDKERCHIEFS, COLLARS, FANCY WOOL
GOODS, CHRENILLE GOUDS,

B&ught at low for casl for Xmas Presents.

1, and sutable
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OUR XMAS

'GROCERY AND CROCKERY STOCK !

Is unequalled in Richmond Hill & prices the lowest in town.

TO ALL

HAPPY NEW YEAR

A WRIGHT & SON,
UNDERTAKERS,
YONGE ST., RICHMONU HILL,

Keeps on hand a large supply of Coflins, Cas-
kets. and alt kinds of FUNI AL
FURNISHING ®. A First-Class Hearse fur-.

nished at reasonable terms.

A~ WRIC}HT Sz SON-
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Prepa.re for Winter!

BY GOIN&G TO

THE FIRE PROOF,

AND PURCHASING YOUR
FALL & WINTER SUPPLEES.

Every, Department complete with New Gopds at the.
Blankets. Flannels, and other Woollgns at;
Wholesai2 Prices. A:large stock of Staple, apd Fancy Gro-.
' ceries, Cspckery, Glaﬂ*ware &c.. at; Luweﬂt Rates.

Highest Price paiud for Butter and Eggs.

ISAAC CROSBY. .
THE PEOPLE'S STORE:

Has on hand a larve atock of

(111(}(311.1_{11_4"‘ of the best (Puality-

A LARGE STOCK OF
EFRESE CANNID. CGOOIDS,

Which «1l] bo sold at Lottom Prices
FLOUR & FEED CONSTANTLY ON HAND
Furniture at Toronto Prices, Delivered in Good Order.

Aund at the lowest price, A large Stock of
PICTURE FRAMES of all SIZES & MADE to ORDER-
HARDWARE, PAINTS AND OILS OF ALL KINDS.

GLASSWARE, CROCKERY AND OTHER GOODS
At the Lowest Pricg, Call snd Examine the Goodas.

P, G. SAVAGE,




