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A Miner’s Eloguent Prayer

At o pecent meeting ul the IS dents of
Pocahontas Va . the sceme ol the terrible
mine d ssaster, Peter S nith, whose brother
wa3 o vietim, ssk:d permitgion to Pray,
which being accorded he arcs?, and dotliog
his hat, made a tonching appeal. Tope men
outside the building also stood uncovered
and, with the raio beating on their heads,
| stened while the rough miner prayed.

0 God Almighty, we ask that you will
give us some comfort in this hour of afflic-
tion., We prayyou to let vs have back the
bodies of our poor relatives and not to re-
fuse vs the chance of burying ghem. O Lord
God Almighty, put out the fires and help
us so that we can give back the bodies to
that earth {rom which we came. Healp us,
50 our action to-night may be wise and that
we may not be reclklees or do things which
the law don’t allow, O Graal (God, let your
pity come to thess here poor widows and
children who have no man to get them Lread.
L>t-this great and rich country give a few
dollars, so that we will notsee them starv-
ing; pray, God, don’t let them go down un-
der their troubles. 1f some poor fellow
down below is yet alive, U Giod, kill him
quick or show us how to help him. In the
name of a merciful Jesus we hesech you to
show pity on thistown and help ua bear the
burden you have given us to bear. God
help us ani teach us to live our life so we
die in prace when our time comes to die.
If, as some say, the dead go 1o purgatory,
then we pray you be merciful to our dead.
Lot ¢heir agony in this deadly mine help to
square their account. God help and com-
¢ort all in Pocabontas, far the sweet sike of
Jesus Christ, Amen.

During the invocation the crying of the
women, at first almost inaudible, rose M
unison, until the volume nearly drowned
the speaker's voice. As he sat down tears
were flowing from every eye, and great con-
fusion prevailed, as several of the women
completely lost self-control. The “‘keen-
ing” of the Irish women mingled with the
frenzied lamentation of the colored women,
The scene was distressing in the extreme to
the few strangers who witners:d it.
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A Chinese Notion.

The Chiness, so faras can be learned from
history, are the oldest nation on the esrth.
They are, to us of extreme modern idess, 3
strange people, and some of thrir ways and
fancics are not to be explained, The mcs:
painstaking echolirs aud antiquarians ap-
pear to have failed, in many p.riiculars, to
disover the motives that actuate the indi
viduals of this prahistoric race. Yet, doubt-
less, the ceremonies that we s=e them going
through in mining camps on the Pacific
coast are all, to them, 28 full of mecaning as
the rites of nodern religion are to the be-
lievers in Chr'stianity. The Chines2, in
syme respects, are not unlike the srmy of
the crihodox in the church militant, who
believe ina p r:onal life of the piresent hu-
men frame in the world beyond. The Chi-
nese custom of decapitating their enemies
slain in the war is explained by the s‘'ate-
ment that they believe that the appearance
of a person in the spirit werld without a
head is prima-facie evidence of having com-
mitted s)me crime, and panishment 18
awarded accordingly. Hence, the horrible
mutilation which took plaLs on the evacua-
tion of Shanghai by the Ta pings, when the
im perial officers gave orders lor the decapi-
tation of eveay rebel body; and even tne
coffios containinz the remans of prominent
rebel leaders were broken op:n and dis-
honcred to ins:r? their punishment her 2af-
ter. Hence, a'sy, the auxiety displayed by
the friencs of cfficers who lest their heails
during the rabeliion to racover them and
stitch them on to the bodies again, as wuch
as £133 having been paid by the offizers of
the imperial army for the heed of a friend.—
Bureka (Nev ) Sentire's

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada.

The annual meeting of 1hig company waBs
held on the 13th. of March. The atatements
there submitted and the report of the pro-
ceedings cannot but be very gratifying to all
the friends of the company. The San was
incorporated in 1565, bul only issued i1ts
first policy in May, 1571. 1ts progress since
then, both in size and golidity, ba3 been
steady and satisfactory ; on the list of the
ten Canadian Life Companies it now stands
third, In 1871 it received life applications
for 8400,000 : In 1574 for $600,000; In 1875
for $1,600,000; and in 1883 for over $2,500,-
000. In 1871 the amount of life assurance in
force was $400,000 ; In 1874, £1,700,000; in
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1878, $3,300,000; and in 1883, wuearly
$7,000,000. lts annual income is DOW
pearly $300 000, or nearly £1,000 for

every working day in the year. Its
resources amount to nearly $1,200,000. As
was pointed out at the anpual meeting,
Jf the same rate of progress is kept up dur-
ing the next ten years as has prevailed in
the past the income will then #mount tu
{rom one and a guarter to one and a half
millions and the assets to about four mil-
lions, This prospect is by no means a vis-
ionary one. The Compauny has reached the
stage at which it can hardly fail to make
rapid progress, Thereis a grand fature
opening out before i, apd the cflicers can
hope to see the day when 1t will rank as one
of the largest and most powerful financial
institutions in the country. A perusal of
the accounts will show how strong and pros-
perous its condition is. It will be seen that
the amount of new life business, the amount
of new accident business, the assurances in
force, both life and accident, the income and
the assets, are all larger than in any pre-
ceding year Th the Company's history.—
Insurance Society, Montreal.
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Humors of the London Strand.

At any time the humors of the Strand
about eleven o’clock at night are well worthy
of study, though the observer musl need be
gerenely indifferent to his money, and of
course his life. He must be careless of his
watch, affect a supreme disregard for the
regiment of touts, and be ready to embrace
a norse 38 if he were living with the Houyhn-
hums. For excitement a chargs of Osman’s
Arals is nothirg to it. The investment of
a shilling may farther procure him much
plessure. He may buy a printed photogra ph
of any of the reigning beauties for a peany,
find & wife for another, a choicely painted
matoh-box, or a gay butten-hole, on the
syme terms. But there is no end to the
prospect. These attractions were enhanced
last night, when news gentlemen anxious to
earn an honest ooppsr Wele crying out
't Resigaation of Mr, Gladstone " and illum-
inatipg their text with lichts of &1l colors
from ‘‘the pemny box oI dynamite,’”’ the
latest plaything of the street, which will
foater & ¢a0d. healthy tone in the breasts of

| atnoa there. and if he would
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THE (s RUSTLER?” OF THE LEY
How the ﬂunrmnurtamﬂu‘i

smyrans, the place of tho
CowbheY.

Fveryone who has lived any ler ghh ¢ f}ime
at Smyrna RDOWS thas GO ohe Grreek
p palation of the town therc 84 claszs ol
Lulfians, heroes of the knife, whoi g by the
name of *' moarmourismeni.” They may be
compirad with the despzradoes of Califor-
nia wod Texas in everytnitg §ave in courazo.
''hesa pa1sons enjoy the adiniration of the
gociety to which they belong : swagLeT and
pluster, with the repatation of having murs
derod a certain Sumber of their rellow=
creatures, compcsa their stock in trade.
They extort money by threats of asiusima-
tion, and some of them have risen so high in
the world as to keep prilliant saloons :[.ml
cafe-chantants on the aristocratic quay. Two
of these swell: were pointed out to me as
having s:ored re spactively fifteen and twenty
murders When a Mourmourismenos dies,
or gt killedin a drunken brawl, he s buried
with more pomp than if he were 2 public
benefactor. The mmunity fcom panishment
which th(sz worthies enjoy is due to the
f.ct that cach of them his a certain number
of protectors among the uppr claes of Liae
vantine society. VYVhen he is in want of
money, or gets1oto troubla with the police,
he applies to Techelebi Dick or Tchelebi
Tomn, his patrons, who are evel ready to
help hum with their purses or their influence.
The familiarity auksgting between the
Smyrna rough and members of the vpp:r
cl1sses is 8 symptom of the unhealthy moral
condition into which the Levantine soctety
of that town, fcr many generatiors virtually
deprived of interoourse with the civil zad
world, has gradually drifted, The patrons
of the Mourmourismenos are gencrally to be
found among the ‘ young men about town,”’
the local jeunesse doree, by whom it is coc-
sidered a legitimate object of ambition to be
on good terms with some well-known cut=
throat. ~Among his own class the latter 18
aa object of respect and veneration, so that
it is no matter of surprise if he generally
manages to defy the police. Nor is it to be
disbelieved that in a society where the pro-
fessional assassin finds such eitectual en-
couragement and support, the ceek brigand
has no difficulty in obtaining secrat informa-
tion and assistance in time of need.— Levant

Herald.
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Brutal Soldiers in Tonquin.

More disagreeable to notice than this un-
wholesome tippling is the conduct of the
soldiers towards the townspeople. The
Anamese have regained sofficient confidence
to come back to their houses, or to come
back and build new houses where the old
ones have been swept away, but they have
no love for their conquerors. It is no great
wonder. The first thing one 8€€s in one of
the comparatively nariow CIrOes streets is &
huge Turco swaggering down the middle of
the way, twirling a vicious-looking stick.
The women scuttle indoors ; the men
squeeze thems:lves as near the walls as they
can : the children salaam reverential'y, and
can hardly get out the usual ‘‘Bon jour,
capitaine” fer terror. A little further on
we come upon & coupls of marine fusileers,
one of whom takes umbrage ot the animat-
ed tone in which an old woman is conducting
a bargain, With a kick of the foot he
acatters her tray and little pile of cash over
length and breadth of the street, and his
companions 1augh boisterously at the poor
oreature's misery. Even the officers, as uhey
stroll along, relieve their ennui by playful
cuts of the cane on tLe buttocks of passers-
by. The Animese is a cringing, pitiful
creatire at the best of times, but ne has still
a little s li-reugect, and he scowls as much
ag he (dares under such treatment. 1t is Dot
wounderiul, therefir:, that when he finds a
golitary Huaropean he [T yeeeds to wreak his
veng:ance upm him and wipes out a store
of long peni-up grieveancea. The l'onguinege
ig a very diffvrent maan from the timid in-
habitant of Cochin China, and it will re-
quire many years and ‘a stropg m 1. ary oc-
cupation before the country is brovgat to
anything like a paaceable state.
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The Suicide of Scorpions.

In the volume published last year, the
title of which is the *' Lion and the San,”
by Dr. Willis, for fifteen years medical
officer in Persia under the 0 verland Tele-
¢raph company, 18 the following narrative :
i A story was told me by the late D¢, Faver-
gren, a Swede in Persian employ, who bad
been tw nty-five years in Shiraz, to the
offect that scorpions, when they see no
chance of escape, commit suicide ; and he
told me that when one was gurrounded by
a circle of live coals, it ran round three
times, and then stung itself to death, Idid
not credib this, supposing that the insect
was probably scorched, and so died, I hap-
pened one day to catch an enormous scor
pion ‘of the black variety. In Persia there
are puly two kinds—Dblack, and light green,
or greenish yellow ; the black variety being
supposed to be much the more venomous.
The full-grown scorplons generally are from
two to three inches long ; I have seen one
five inches when extended from the tip of
the claws to the sting, but he was pheno-
menal. The one I caught was very large,
and to try the accuracy of what 1 supposed
to be a popular superstition I prepared 1n
my courtyard a circle of live charcoal a yard
. diameter. I cooled the bricks with water
80 that the scorpion could not be scorched,
and tilted him from the finger-glass 1n
which he was impriscned unhurt, into the
centre of the open space; he ran rapidly
round the circle three times, came back to
the centre, turmed up his tail (where the
sting is) and deliberately by three blows
atabbed or stung himself in the head ; he
was dead in an instant. Of this curious
scene I was an eye-witness, and I have seen
it repeated by a friend in exactly the same
way since, on my telling the thinz, and with
exactly the same result. For the trath of
this statement I am prepared to vouch,”
What the preceding curious experiment
lacks by way of evidence one may well ba at
a logs to answer. [Che mental condition of
the lower creation have within them geveral
carious problems yeb unsolyed beyond those
so nicely settled for us in modern pailoso-

phy.
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A Msrathon amateur who wrots to the
manager of the Madison Square Theatr2 to
know if there was an opening on the stage
thera for a young actor, received a T ply
that there were severil opeaings in the
come on he

ANT. )

1 some of the Cuarious

POPULA

R CRAZES.

Idcas of Invalids—
prinking Call's Blood as o Cure
for Unnaumptiun-—ThH rMuad-
Baths, Sand Baths, and
Biue-Glass CuUres.

i Popalar oraz:s,' did you ast abont, '
wis the ans wer of a Wt |l.known phjsiclan
made to a question Ppop yanded by a Tele
gram reporLer, yesterday. There are many
ginds of peculiar CraZes, and s)me ol the
methocs peple take to keep free from dis-
ense, or rather try to, are gimply absura.
Take. for irstance, the mall who goes the
year round with a pair of Sea-Dewus tierd
about his neck, asa preventive o diseas: 8
of a contagious nature. Some weac beaps,
g0 me curn: snme horse-chestauls, and :--_tlll.
others a plain piece of ribbon, all of which
are more casea of superatition, There are
many who, when guffering from 2 cold, will
wrsp a wek sock, which they have worn
duriog the day, aboub their necks and re-
tire fur the pight. Others wear a dry sock,
and still others a piece of eloth saturated
with lamp-oil. In the country it is & srand-
ard remedy to wear a piece of st pork
about one’s neck when gurfering from a sore
throat. This, by the way, is & good reme-
dy., Some inhale the smoke from buraing
cherry wood, and others the smoke from oak
chirs in an open fire-place, isa cure for a
cold in the head and nostrils, There are a
great many persons who believe that when
one gets thorough drenching with rain, OF
receives wet feet, thab they should nob has-
ten to their homes and put on dry clothes,
but instead they should let the wet clothing
dry upon them, a8 by 8o doing they believe
they will never take cold.

+* The ‘hot wa'er cure’ which a voants %o
a craze in poiats in tLe east, W:l:lﬁl'e no break- |
fast is considered compete without the ad-|
dition of a cup of hot water, to ‘rinss and
gtimulate the stomach,’ 18 the latest of along
list of odd cares, It 18 believed by a great
many that to take a driak of this kind be-
fore each meal, or even & gsingle drink on
aris'ng each morning, will cure the worst|
possible case of dysp>pia. Speaking of i}ddl
cures and faghions, a few ol them may be
recounted. Less than ten yecars 8g) &
Parisian physlcian of some note prescribed
for a patient sufl sring from a pilmonary
compiaint a cup of 1resh call's blood after
breakfast, another at noon, and one justbe-
fore supper. The queer remady proved
efficaciovs. The patient improved under it
rapidly, and finally became 2 well and
hearty pere.nm. A statement of the case was
read by the mercurial, excitable, and curios-
ity-loving Parisians, and started an intereat
i1 the blood-cure that in a Vvery ghort time
gpread amorg all classes and became a Veli-
table craze. Every Pperson in any way
troubled with weak lungs became a converb.
The slavghter-hous:s 10 tha suburks of
Paris were thronged every morning with
crowds made up ot all ranks, who actually
fought to procure blood of the dying ani-
mate. Tnere were delicate women and
men, old and young. who came,some in their
carriages, attended by their s-rvants, and
some who feebly crept along alone. The
most delicately organizéd persons and the
coargest were on a common level, and 1t ap-
pears that the uninviting-looking fluid was
sarved impartially by brawny-hauded butch-
ers. The g-eat majority manifested no re-
prgnance 10 drinking the fluid, and with a
great many & taste for it was develop yd that
ran intoa craving, & acted much ke ram
on many, and even fowls were killed by
some who were unable to get blood at the
slaugher-housss. The demand was great,
and at some places the blood was sold at
high prices, each slaughter-houss haviog a
large run of customers, who would reach
the ‘pen’ where the killing was going on 38
early as O a.m. Meanwhile a hot discassicn
went on in medical circies over the merits of
the care. Many celebrated physicians
were dragged into argument, and were ta-
ken to see cared patients. The burden of
professional opinion was agalnst the cure,
pronouncirg it nonsersical and positively 1n-
jurious raiher than helpful., This craze
reached its limit in afow weeks, to the grief
of the butchers, who had reaped & golden
harvest.

¢t The mud found at a certain spa in Ger-
many, a few years B8go, was discovered to
pr ascEs remarkable medical properties. It
was intensely black, pasty, thick, odorifer-
ous mud, but thousands of persons hasten-
od from all parts of Hurope to bathe in it.
To bathe in it was simply to be buried in it
for an hour or two, and then to gpend sever-
al hours in a tub of water to get rid of
reminiscence. The bath is described as be-
ing pleasant, and its curative effects, 1n

' gout, and other dis-
The mud was ana-
lyzad, and was found to possess activa pro-
perties, magnetic and chemical, The mud
baths have had their day, and are now vis-
ited by only a few travelling invn.li@a,_whqm
the remedy does not frighten. Similar to
the mud bath is the sand bath, of which
Joaquin Miller relates a tragic story.
party of explorers were crossing the sandy
deserts, carrying six of their comrades, ill of
a peculiar disease. The sand bath was pro-
osed to them. They all assented, and were
uried in the sand, their heads alone being
above ground. In this position they Wwere
left, chatting with each other, their com
rades having retired for the night in a tent
close by, and not the least noise was heard.
[n the morning they were horrified to find
that wolves had visited the camp, and eaten
off each sick man's head lovel with the

“The blue-glass cure i3 00 fresh in the
public mind to need more than passing men-
tion. Of the thousands and hundreds of
thousands of early believers that the health-
giving and strengthening principles of the
sanlight might be largely increased by pass:
ing rays through blue glass, there are thous-
ande yet remaining.

¢ The sun-bath cure, the fish-oil cure for
consumption ; the simple diet cure for all
kinds ol ailments ; the celery cure for ner-
vousness, and many others were the begin
ning, more or less, of a craze, T!m best
principle of cach is now included 1n every
wise physician's array of remedies. There
have been cures for corpulence that found
armies of followers, a8 was attested in By-
ron’s time, when every man who laid claim
to be considered a man ol fashion was thin
and pale, in marked contrast to the well:
rounded, comfortable-locking,modern yourg
man.”— Providence Telegram.

e A P

“My dear,” said Mr Muckleham to his
wife, *‘those hams I bought the other day
are so badly spoiled they cannot be eaten,’
«“What a pity,” hs wile replied. * Guess
g e et e e Akl am oAt 1O the charnty

PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS.
About the Queen—Delesse]s —Emperor
William—President Geevy—Prince
Bismarck—and ofher Great
People.

I.ord Liorne is going to make an atbempt
to insrodace the whitefish of the C wnadian
lakes intn eeveral rivers and lochs in the
west of Scotlianl,

() 1een Victoria has developed quite a pas-
aiou for letter writmd. Ooe of her latesat
epiatolary achievementa takes the form of
cundolence aith the Khedive Ol Eg}f‘p’c Qn
the loss of his mother.

[yrd Bate will give a priz> of
the best setting of music to the ““Alcetia’ of
Buripides. Lord Bute has also offered £50,
through the National Eisteddfod Committee,
for its translation into Welsh,

Mre. Matthew Arnold does not Eeem to
have profited by hie elocation lessons in the
United States. On the occasion of his ficat
lecture in England, after his return home,
w3 learn from the London Truth that when-
ever he wished ‘'to be particularly impress-
ive he wasa perfectly inaudible.”

DeLosseps is a devoted horseman, and may
be seen daily golloping through the Bis de
Boulogne with his eight childrea by his sec-
ond marriage, boys and girls, mounted on
ponies, in national costumee, their hair
streaming on the wind, their large collars
turned over their shoulders, anl their caps
nanging over their backs—a little tribs, with
thick dark hair and ¢omp exions, round
their white-haired chiel,

Dr. Gibbons in the Pacific
Surgical Journal cites &
dria in which a farmer imagined his nose to
be a bundle of hay, He took greal care not
to go near & horse or cOw lest his hay nose
should be destroyed. DMaen are more likely
than women, says the Doctor, to have hy-
ponchondria, though women have hysteria
oftener than men. The diseases are closely
allied in their origin and nature.

Prof, Clelland of Glasgow University ssid
‘n a recent lecture on terminal forms of hfe
that man was “'a terminna,” anatomical evi-
dence showed he had reached the limit of
development in vertebtrate life. Hence it
was in the last degree improbable that in
the future there would bea progression in
the construction of the human body that
would give birth to greater intelligence than
was possessed by the sages of antiquity.

£500 for

Medical and
case of hypochon-

Awmong the presents received by the Em-
peror William on his birthday was a superb
service of Sevres porcelain bearing the in-
seription **Hrom France.” As the gift was
anonymous, there has been a good deal of
speculation as to the source from which it
has emanated, Meanwhile, it is affirmed
ihat the German Empercr bas been greatly
touched by it, and that he never weariad of
showing this particular present ty the visi-
tors who called to offer their congratulations
on his natal day.

The College of Cardinals now inclades the
greatest genivs and first Aivine among Eog-
high speaking Roman Catholics, Cardinal
Newman, and in Cardinal Hergzentother,
who was appointed in the s ame year, it has
sacured the greatest (erman historian ex-
cept Dollinger. Hayuald again, Archbishop
of Coloesa, and Prince Forstenburz, Arch-
bishop of Olmutz, are also regerded as men
of much mark, Haynald is cor sidered next
to Stressmayes the able st speaker and mcst
adroit logician in the C '

The President of the French reapublic sent
<»me little time ago to the Frencn Ambassa-
dor of Constantinop'e three handsome cime-
tors made in evact imitation of the much-
prized Damascus blades, for presantation to
the Saltan's three sons. An oriental poten-
tate receiving a present from sach a quarter
would probably have preferred some pro-
duct of European art to & counterfeiv of
what he can get better at home. *‘lf you
wanted to make an Eaglishman a present,”
says a French paper, criticising M. Grevy's
gift, *‘you would not offer him a dozen of
pale ale, an article of Sheffield cutlery, ora
soat made by Poole.”

It has sometimes been brought against
Rismarck that he does not believe in ‘‘rest-
ing on Sanday,” and that he is rarely seen
at church. This, Dr. Busch, his biogra-
pher, says, is partly due to the great amount
of work that presses upon him., ‘‘There 1s
s0 many a must in my life that the wou'd
can rarely be considered,” Bismarck writes
to his sister, and to the author he remarks
that the day ought to be six or seven hours
longer for him. Another reason for not go-
ing to church he gives in a letter toa cleri-
cal friend: ‘‘With regarl to golog 1O
chureh, it is inccrrect to say that 1 never
enter a church, I willingly admit that
might go more frequently, but it 1s not 80
much from want of time a8 fer consideration
of my health that [ do not go, espucially in
wintcr. To those who feel themselves call-
ed to be my judges in this respect I will
with pleasura give forsher information
about the subject.”

Socisty in Loodon 18 somewha* amnsed
and very muach 8 andalized at the daring
robbery of De, Bl Ran reussell’s wedding
presents, Kvery one knows that the cele-
brated war correspondent was ma1r.ed some
weeks ago in Pars 10 a cherming ltalian la-
dy. Presents poured in on the popular
couple omn the auspicions occasion. Tnese
wedding gifts, of the value at least of 25,000,
wera left during the honeymoon in the safe-
keepiog of a friend res ding in Eaton tquers,
London. Oae day shortly after a purte,
weariny the badges of his respectable trade
upon caop snd collar, rolled a cart 10 thia
lady's docr and explained that he was Fent
by Dr, and Mes, Russ 1l for the boxes in her
charge. Ales Iir ursisp .cting womanhood!
The lady pave up every bit of propervy en-
trusted to her by the bride and biidegroci
A day «r tw) v ansed without me Sug.
Reason of the - lonce—they had not reached
Eoglaod, Toe plavs ble porter wis a thief,

__--——-_l."'l—-‘"l' e —

g ome one hes dis:overad that “G sh” 1s
gwearin . Ineaning ' My Lord,” and was
usad by Eliotin his Ind .an B ble, Mr. Eliot
i to be commended for not vsng a sironger
expletive while engaged on 1hat work. It
anything 18 calculated to make’a man ia-
dulge 10 swear words, it is writing a booX in
the Indian laogouage.

I took Zuleika out to Dr. Carver's Wild
West show one afternoon, She gezed in
mingled tr-pidation and admiration as the
Docter did some of his best rifle shooting,
| and then turning to me with a fine enthusi-
| asm glowing in her face, exclaimed, inno-

| cently. *‘Oh, how I should like to sze him

i #%)

| Dr. Maddox.
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SCIENTIFIC GOSSIP.

Lady Stemens has preseated a portion of
the hib acy of the late 5= William Siziaens
£ the Paysical Society, L ndon.

S'r W. Thomeon 18 t0 deliver 18 lecinrze
on ** Molecular Dynumics = ab the John
Hopkins Umversity dur ng the ticat 2) days
of next O tober.

Pare linseed-_1', an expert observes, has
a bright amber colcr Ic rans {reely, spark-
lea when flowing from the cin, tistes amooth
and mild, and has the amell of & flaxseed
I}jﬂ}tiﬂ:r

It ia thought probable, savs the Engcer,
Jhat the Government of Victoria will ve-
peat the offer of a high preminm 10r a com=
bined reaper snl thrashing-machine euited
to Australian requairements,

According to FProf, Wanklyn the manu-
facture of gas from limed coal i3 a success,
as it reduces the amount of sulphur come
pounds to thr:e grains in the hundred
cubic feet, and incrzases the yield of am-
monia and tar by the abolition of the lime
purifiers,

M. C. Dechar ne has performed new €x-
periments showing that Nopili’s electro-
chemical riags may be imitated by means
of a continuous stream of water falling irom
a eylindrical tuble vertically on & horizon-
tal piece of black glass moistenad all over.

Ptolemy’s Menuthias is regarded by M.
A. Grandidicr, after an examination of the
maps of the Middle Ages, a3 identical with
Madagaszer, aad he belicves that the lsland
was known to the Greek and Arab geogra-
phers long beforz its rediscovery by the Por-
tuguese in 1530,

Tabulated results of 250 experiments with
42 distinct explosive compounds were pub-
lished in March by MM. Boarthelot and
Vieille, of the Academy of Bciences, Paris,
bearing on the amount of pressure developed
at the moment of explosion, the temperature
produced, and the specifi: heats of the
gases, especially those of the compound
ones, at various temperatures,

To obviate ¢ kinks” in submarine tele-
graph cables, and consequently render
these important means of communication
loss liable to break when eubjected to a
strain, Massrs. Trott and Hamilton have
adopted the expedient of making each alter-
nate layer of sheating across each other.
Thusd if the inner sheating of hemp has a
right-hand *‘lay,” care is taken that the

ls:ly of the next sheating shall b2 left-hand-
ed.

A clock at Brussels has been going for
eight months and has not required to be
wound up since it was first set agoing. In
fact, the sun does the winding of this time-
piece, A ghaft exposed to the sun causes
an up-draught of air which seta a fan in mo-
tion. The fan actuates mechanism which
raises the weight of the clock until it
reaches the top, and then putson a brake
on the fan until the weight has gone down
a little, when the fan is again liberated and
proceeds to act as before.

The natives of the Chiloe Islands make
use of a ourioas natural barometer, to which,
from its having been first noticed by the
Captain of an Italian corvette, the name
 Birometre Araucano” has been [given.
This novel weather guide is the ﬂhﬂﬁ of a
crab, one of the Anomura, probably of the
genus Lithodes. It is peculiarly sepsitive to
atmospheric changes. It has a color nearly
white in dry weather, but as soon as wet
weather approaches small red spots jare
exhibited, varying in number and 1ntensity
with the amount of moisture in the atmos-
phere. In the rainy season it is completely
red.

Herr Johann Bielenberg, of Chemnitz,
ignites silicious earths and rocks such as
argillaceous porphyrite, slate, sandstone,
and clay, and even mud from rivers and the
gen, and then subjects 0 them to treatment
with sulphurous acid. These materials thus
acted upon attain in combination with lime
hydrauhie properties resembling those of
the Trass, Puzzolansg, and Santorine earthas,
Before being burned the silicions snbstances
ore mixed with cosl, and during the pro-
cess of ignition are acted upon by the sul-
phurous acid produced from sul phar, which
18, together with coal, contained in pipes
placed 1n the draaght-noles of the [urnace.

Gunpowder mills owned by W. H. Wake-
field & Co., Gatebeck, near Kendal, ling-
land, are now lighted by electricity, and
they are the first works of the kind to employ
the new method of illu mination. The worka
are about two miles in length, each danger-
ous building being about 200 yards from 1ts
neighbor, and the dynamo-electric machine
is placed about the centre, Bire wires
conduct the curcent on poles and trees havs
ing insulators to 5wan incandescent lamps,
each building having four tc eight of them,
Tne lights are inclosed in specially desigued
copper reflectors, enameled white ou the in-
side, with tight-fitting plate-glass fronts,
which prejest the light through tight-fitting
hermetically-sealed windows into the in-
terior of the buildings.

M. Widdeman insulates metal wires in
this way : He prezpares a bath of plumbate
of potash by dissolving 10 grammes of
litharge in a litre of water, in which 200
grammes of caustic potash hal been added.
Having permitted the solution to rest, he
decants it, and the bath is ready for use.
The wite to be covered with the insulating
<kin or flim is connected to the positive
pola of the battery, and a piece of platinum
ia attached to the negative pole. Both the
wire and the platinum are then plunged 1n
the bath, when metallic lead 1n a very finely
divided state is precipitated at the negative
pole, #nl peroxide of lead on the wire,
caneing it to assume all the colors of the
apectrum, but & brownish black tint indi-

¢ vtes the highest degree of insulation by this
[T /CEBR.

A paper on distant vision has been sub-:
mitted to the Royal Society, Edinburgh, by
[t states tnat he finds thab
wccommodation for a distant object in the
case of most persons 1s caturally connected
with a slight convergence of the optic axes
so that the interception cl the optic axes 13
nearcr than the object locked at. At &
certain distance, ditferent in different per-
sons, and probably varying in the same per-
son trom time to time, the optic axes natur-
ally converge ab the distance focused for. »
W hen a nearer object 18 lovked at the polnt
of intersection of the optic axes 1s beyond
the object. ln ordinary vision these differ-
ences between the distance of convergence
and accommodation are not observed, be-
cause the effort for gingle vision easily
overcomes them and forces the optic axes
into the position corcesponding to the ac-

| commodation,




