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Ricawoxp Hinp, Thursday,March 13, 84

The Liicense Question.

When Sir, John McDonald dur-
ing the campaigr, previous to the
Dominion Elections, made the
threat in his now-notorious speech
at Yorkville, that “if returned to
power he would pass an act taking
the control ot the liquor licenses
from the Local government,” we feel |
charitable enough to think he did |
not lorsee the serious consequences
likely to arise from such a measure,
However, as he has started on his
mad scheme, his late acts go to
show, that he is determined to carry
them out to the bitter end, and is
bound to force the MeCarthy Act
upon the people, which is causing
much dissatisfaction, not only to the
temperance people, but to those en-
gaged in the liquor traffic, who
plainly see that it is a great injus-
tice toward the provinces,

As to whether the McCarthy Act,
as passed by the Dominion parlia-
ment, 1s valid, we do net, in the
face of so many conflicting argu-
ments, feel competent to offer an
opinion, but, from the decision in
tiie Hodge case, by the Privy Coun-
cil, the highest court in the land, 1n |
wiiich it plainly declared, that tlm{
Ontario Legislature had exclusive |
jurisdiction in the matter of dﬂaiing{
with the liquor licenses, there seems |
little room for doubting the legality
of the Crooks Act. notwithstanding
the npmion of the great constitution.
al lawyer,—as the admirers of Sir
Jobu are pleased to call him. It is
how plainly seen by the people of
Juebec, that somiething must e
done in order to find some limit,
after which the rights of the Provin-.
¢es must be protected, and even Mr.
Meredith, the lzader of the oppo-
sition has declared that Sir John
has gone too far in this matter.

We' think, the request of Mr.

|

Mowat, in asking Sir John, not to!
- - ‘ .'
appowt his officers, nor endeavor to |

cuforce hisact unti a 4est caseshonkl
he brought betore the courts, a very [

reasonable one, and it such were
granted, hotel keepers, and licensed
victuallers would know just where |

they stand, a |

nd could govérn them- |
selves accordingly, but i the pres-
ent condition of aftairs, they do not
feel safe in trusting themselves to
the mercy of either, and consequent-
ly are compelled to take out their |
licenses by order ot the Provincial
and Dominion Legislatures.

No dealer dare ignore the Crooks
Act, as heis sure to be fined under |
its provisions, and the deeision in
the Hodge case shows him that an
appeal would be useless,

LThen ugain, if be ignores the Me.
Carthy Act, in case Sir John per-
sists in hLis attempts to enforce it,
e will be as surely fined by the
Dominion authorities. as no justice
of the peace will take upon ]1imsf-lf!
the responsibility of declaring the
act invalid.

While there are several points in
the act, which should be met with
favor by honest men, yet, as the
Crooks Act is on the statute baoks
and has given very fair satisfaction,
we look upon this last measure as
one of spite,calculated to embarrass
the Ontario government and throw
1t 1nto confusion » nor does Sir John
>tem to care how much mischief he |
is the cause of, so long

plishes his ends politically,
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(From O Own L‘ut-|~¢51rﬁ1141m:t.}

OUn Tuesday morning the 3rd inst., Mrx
]-1.']-“'..'1.]:‘& dain Eiv¥e way, the watey weur-
iug a large hole in the north side,
tortunalely, Mr. Leh Ban got there
time to save it from being 3
smash.  He secured the Lielp of some of |
the village boys and has now got 1t re-
palred avain and ready for grinding.

Our  Village Merchant drove up f{o |
Aurora to hear the walvation Army shont
the glad tidings of salvation, and came |
howe a happy man

—

in |

public interest. 1 venture this note, which

| our own citias,
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Manhood Suffrage.

To the Editor of the LipERAL:

DEAR Sir,—Presuming that the t::nl*i
umns of your paper are open to the pub- |
lic, for the discussion of questions of

18 but an inquiry. For, Mr. Editor, 1
have no settled opinion, upon this ques-
tion, but my inclination is toward the {
losing side. or which will be the losing
side when the subject of ** Manhood
Suffrage ' comes before the people.,

This 1s an age of progress, or at least
of change. Half a century later, the
student of history, will be better able to
Judge, than we can now, whether the fer-
went of to-day, in politics, 1n re]lgnm,i
in everything, is progress or mere rest.
lessness. It 18 more than probahble, that f
it will be found to partake considerably
of the latter.

The change in political sentiment, is
probably more marked than in anything
else. The Radical of twenly years ago
is a Conservative to-day, if he has 1ot
studied the questions of (he passing |
years, and sought new occasions for [le.
form, as old grievances were redresed,

A political Rip. Van winkle, would
not need to sleep twenty Years to find
himself forgotten by his friends, A ten
year hybernation wonld find him elothed
in the thread-bare costume of a forgotten
political fashion,

I have been in the habit of calling my-
self a ra<ical in politics,but find myself in
danger of being left aground as the cur
rent of public opivion flows on.

Is manhood sulitage a necessary con-
dition of a free people 1 I have always
answered these questions with a decided
negative, but what I lave opposed is
sure to be popnlar not many years hence,
and sure to become law. It js nnpleas.
ant to realize, that you are oppusing what
18 sure to succeed, but uniess one has a
VEry accommodating conscience. the uiere
popularity of a question does not make 1t
right.

I am well aware that a step was taken
in the direction of Manhood Suffrage,
when the ** Income Franchise became
law, but that law recogmzed the fuet 1t
18 not the poorer class using the franchise
we have to fear but ignoraice using 1t,
the eclass privileged to vote by that fran-
chise being supposed to be generally in.
tellizent.

Would it be safe now to extend the
privilege to all T [s not the class thai
would be enfranehised by such a Jaw, as
a 1ule the most ignorant. and consequent-
ly might they not become easy tools of
political demagornes | They have man-
hood suffrage, | know, in the great Re-
public south of ns, but more than half of
the States, are controlled by illiterate
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voters ; more than three-fourths of the
Senators and Representatives, are from

States controlled by 1lliterate voters.

Al American gentleman showed me,
from census returns of the U. S. the
number of native bern and forelon whites,
In several of the American cities. I[n a
nwmber of these, the foreign element out-
numbered the native Awericans, by a
good many thousands—eioht thousand 1
New York, if 1 remember ilghtly. We
have all read or heard something of the
mismanavement, and jobbery. in  the
severnment of these cities ruled by 1gnor-
ant foreivners, ** Tje condition of their
wretched, system of voting ™ smid this
AMEriean gentieman,

Have we not the same thing to fear in
it all had the franchise,

The right Hon . W. E. Lladstone, the
** Greater Commoner has spoken in
fuvor of manhood suffrags, and I rever-
ence him as an orazle ip politics, Mowat
has shadowed such legislation, by some
remarks of his this winter, and J regard
him as an honest and shrewd statesman ’
but still I cannot bow In acquiescence
Ll I am eonvineed by arguments. Houw-
eyer, Mr. Editor, T am open to eonvic-
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tion.  Perhaps some of your readers can
throw light on the sy bject,
INguIRER,
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(From Our Own L‘trl'rﬂhurnmlvnt,}
We lave learned that Mr. Thomag
Liane las purzhased Mr. Lymbuiner's
farm consistine of 150 acres, for the nice
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lLittle sum of $12,000. We really think | €3 o
that Mr. Lane has succeeded 1n making a !.:J" e
kood bargain, as the farm is s nicely lo- s
cated, being on Yonue Sb., and within E 0
1§ miles from Richmond Hill. We wish | € =
him every success on his lare purchase. Ej e o
Mr. Edwarg Gallanongh, Merchant, o, ®
has gone tao the City to attend to lia :
duties as a Juror, We hope he way en- E'.F
10y bimselt and aet lemently with the m ;J
poor fellows who are awalcing their trial fod @ -
— et & |
NOBLETON. el %

(From our own Correspondent,)

Miss C Card, of "n"l,'rn-:}l_u'idl:;u-., lias been
Vigiting amongst her frieuds here for the |
last couple of weeks,

Mr. Thos MeDonald, of Newmarket, '
amongst his many
trivnds of this village, as also did Mr. E. |
X Godfrey, of Meaford.

Qu Suturday evenineg, st mst., about
hfty of the Nobloton Eleesior Lodee of
Lood Templars paid a fraternal visit to
A very pleasant even- |
Deveral upsets oceurred
way home through the malicious.
posed persons who
of digaing out one
aking it impossible for
er without an upset.
1 1o damagze was
Lhe names of the parties are well

went to lllr: tl'ul.;l.h]:;-
gh to pass ov

lone,

inown
The Nobleton Dram
y. My, J. V. Cross|
\ very good ent

atic Club, assisted ]
ey of Springhill, gave
erainment in the M isic
all 1 this village on the 27t} ult. The
the Band Fand
resinment wiil be
all on the 18th inst.
I course of prepar-
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NOTED

LHEAP HARDWARE

FOR

Full Lines of Shelf Hardware,

Cretonnes, Sheetings, Cotton

Spring Goods arriving daily, including a large
assortment of

‘L

o effect.

Purchased before the ndditimnaﬁdut}r came in

ades, Shirtings, and a Mag-

nificent Stock of

TWEEDS, WORSTED COATINGS, &c..

THE PE

which, for Variety, Style and Lowness of Price,

cannot be excelled.

ISAAG CROSBY.
OPLE'SSTORE.

This is the place for cheap

HARDWARE GROCERIES, FAINTS; OILS, BTCS ETC.

"all Stock of

FURNITURE at TORONTO Prices.

M

CALIT.: AN SIIIT 7

_P. G. SAVAGE.
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